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PREFACE. 


TTISTORY  has  been  stilcd,  "  7'hc  evidence  of  time— The 
•*-  -*■  light  of  truth — The  school  of  virtue — The  depository  of 
events."  It  is  culculatcd for  the  purposes  of  shov.ing  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  states  and  empires  have  risen  to  pov^cr,  and 
errors  by  which  they  have  fallen  into  decay,  or  been  totally 
dissolved:  and  of  pointing  out  the  fatal  effects  of  intestine 
divisions  and  civil  wars,  whether  arising  from  the  ambition, 
weakness,  or  inattention  of  princes  ;  or  from  the  mercenar}'- 
disposition  pride,  and  false  policy  of  ministers  and  statesmen; 
or  from  mistaken  ideas,  and  the  abuse  of  government  and  li- 
berty. It  should  oblige  all,  who  have  performed  any  distin- 
guished part  on  the  theatre  of  the  world,  to  appear  before  us 
in  their  proper  character ;  and  to  render  an  account  of  their 
actions  at  the  tribunal  of  posterity,  as  -models  which  ought  to 
be  followed,  or  as  examples  to  be  censured  and  avoided. 

The  instructions  that  events  afford,  arc  the  soul  of  history, 
which  doubtless  ought  to  be  a  true  relation- of  real  facts  during 
the  period  it  respects.  An  essential  requisite  in  an  historian 
is  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  ;  and,  as  in  order  to  perfection, 
lie  ought  to  be  superior  to  every  temptation  to  disguise  ii  : 
Som.e  have  said,  that  "he.  should  have  neither  country,  nor 
particular  religion."  The  compiler  of  the  present  history  can 
assure  the  public,  that  he  has  paid  a  sacred  regard  to  truth, 
conscious  of  his  being  answerable  to  a  more,  avv^ful  tribunal  than 
that  of  the  public  ;  and  has  labored  to  divest  himself  of  all  un- 
due attachment  to  every  person,  country,  religious  name  or 
profession  :  whenever  the  reader  is  inclined  to  pronounce  him 
partial;  let  him  recollect  that  he  also  is  subject  to  the  like  human 
frailty.     A  regard  to  truth  has  often  restrained  him  from  the 
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use  of  strong  and  fiorid  expressions,  that  he  might  not  impose 
upon  the  reader  a  pleasing  delusion,  and  lead  him  into  false^ 
conceptions  of  the  events  undertaken  to  be  related. 

The  following  work  is  not  confined  to  the  contest  between- 
Great-Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America,  but  includes 
all  the  other  parts  of  the  war  which  originated  from  that  con- 
test/ 

In  the  beginning  of  the  first  letter,  the  reader  is  aCquaintecJ 
with  the  reasons  that  produced  an  historacal  account  of  the 
Jirst  settlers  in  the  Thirteen  Colonies,  and  of  their  successors^^ 
down  to  the  close  of  1771.  The  insertion  of  what  followed' 
to  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  was  necessary  for  the  con- 
necting of  the  two  periods. 

The  form  of  letters,  instead  of  chapters,  is  not  altogether 
imaginary,  as  the  author,  from  his  arrival  in  America  in  1770> 
maintained  a  correspondence  with  gentlemen  in  London,  Rot-^ 
terdam  and  Paris^  answering  in  general  to  the  prefixed  dates. 

He  apprehended,  that  by  keeping  to  such  form/ and  making 
the  narrative  agree  with  the  moment  to  which  it  related,  and 
by  introducing  the  various  insertions  necessary  for  the  authen- 
ticating of  facts,  a  present  ideal  existence  of  past  events  might 
be  produced  in  the  mind,  similar  ,to  what  is  felt  when  a  well 
executed  historical  painting  is  examined.  The  better  to  se- 
cure this  point,  several  parts  are  w^ritten  in  the  present  tense^ 
If  the  author  has  failed  in  the  execution,  it  is  hoped  that  th^ 
candid  reader  v/ill  admit  of  the  good  intention  as  an  apology. 

He  has  kept,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  a  chronological  order. 
This  has  necessarily  interrupted  the  narrative  of  particular 
parts  ;  which,  though  a  disappointment  to  some,  m^ay  prevent 
the  tediousness  that  might  otherwise  have  been  ftitby  persons 
«)f  a  different  taste.    It  may  at  least  serve  to  prevent  or  correct 
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the  too  frequent  mistakes  of  ascribing  prior  events,  partly  cr 
wholly  to  subsequent  facts,  The  author  regrets  his  not  hav- 
ing given  every  European  letter  the  immediate  resemblance 
of  being  written  to  him  by  a  correspondent.  He  tiattcrs  him- 
self, that  he  has  in  some  measure  compensated  for  that  and 
other  defects,  by  the  general  contents  of  every  letter  in  each 
volume,  prefixed  to  the  same  ;  by  a  copious  index  to  the 
whole  at  the  end  of  the  last ;  and  by  a  set  of  maps,  about 
which  neither  care  nor  expence  has  been  spared  to  render 
them  valuable. 

Struck  with  the  importance  of  the  scenes  that  were  open- 
ing upon  the  world,  in  the  beginning  of  1776,  he  formed  an 
early  design  of  compiling  their  history,  which  he  made  known 
to  the  late  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  army  ;  and 
meeting  with  the  desired  encouragement  from  him,  he  ap- 
plied himself  to  the  procuring  of  the  best  materials,  whether 
oral,  written,  or  printed.  Oral  communications  were  mi- 
BUted  down  while  fresh  in  the  memory ;  the  written  werrs 
directed  immediately  to  himself  in  many  instances,  in  othei-s 
only  imparted  :  the  productions  of  the  European  press  couid 
iiot  be  received  with  any  regularity  or  certainty  during  the 
war,  but  were  improved  as  they  could  be  obtained. 

The  United  States,  in  congress  assembled,  favored  him 
lATith  an  inspection  of  such  of  their  records  as  could  with  pro- 
priety be  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  a  private  person  ;  and 
he  was  indulged  by  the  late  generals  Washington,  Gates, 
Greene,  Lincoln,  and  Otho  Williams,  with  a  liberal  examin- 
ation of  their  papers,  both  of  a  public  and  more  private  nature* 

He  had  the  opportunity  of  acquainting  himself  with  the 
records  of  the  first  settlers  in  New-Engiand  ;  and  exanilned 
those  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  from  their  formation  as  a 
company  to  the  close  of  the  war,  contained  in  near  thirty 
folio  manuscript  volumes. 
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Dr.  Ramsay's  History  of  the  War  in  Carolina,  was  coiiiw 
Hiunicated  to  him  while  in  manuscript ;  and  liberty  was  grant- 
ed to  make  full  use  of  it ;  the  present  opportunity  is  em^ 
braced  for  acknowledging  the  benefit  received  from  it,  and 
for  returning  grateful  thanks  to  the  Doctor.  The  Americans 
remarked,  that  Dodsley's  Annual  Register  contained  the  best 
foreign  printed  summary  account  of  affairs  :  But  it  was  not 
possible  for  writers  on  this  side  the  Atlantic  to  avoid  mistakes. 
That  Register  and  other  publications,  have  been  of  service  to 
the  compiler  of  the  present  work,  who  has  frequently  quoted 
from  them,  without  varying  the  language,  except  for  method 
and  conciseness.  He  gathered  from  every  source  of  intelli^ 
gence  in  his  power,  while  at  the  place  of  his  residence  near 
Boston  ;  and  since  his  return  to  his  native  country,  in  1786), 
has  improved  the  advantage  arising  from  it. 

The  accounts  here  given  of  American  affairs,  are  so  differ- 
ent in  several  respects  from  what  have  been  the  conceptions 
of  many  on  each  side  the  Atlantic,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
insert  a  variety  of  letters,  papers,  and  anecdotes,  to  authen- 
ticate the  narrative.  The  publication  of  these,  if  is  presumed^ 
will  obtain  credit  for  such  parts  as  could  not  with  propriety  be 
supported  by  the  introduction  of  similar  proofs. 

To  write  a  history  worthy  the  approbation  of  his  friends, 
and  (as  far  as  his  power  extended)  of  the  present  age,  and  of 
posterity  ;  and  to  convince  mankind,  that  Truth  uuis  hiscare^ 
his  search,  and  what  his  soul  was  engaged  in,  have  been  the 
great  objects  of 

The    author. 

London,  Oct,  28,  1788. 
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LETTER      I. 

Roxbury,  December  28,  1771, 

Jl       My  good  Sir, 

np'O  your  properly  understanding  the  nature  and  origin  of 
JL  the  uneasiness  that  has  so  strongly  agitated  the  colonies  o£ 
late  years,  and  still  exists,  though  now  somewliat  abated  ;  and 
which  has  been  occasioned  by  parliamentary  taxation  and  the 
modern  measures  of  government ;  you  must  be  acquainted  witii 
the  sentiments  and  history  of  the  first  settlers,  no  less  than  of 
their  descendants  and  successors. 

Several  of  the  most  zealous  and  eminent  protestants,  in  the 
reign  of  Edzimrd  the  Vlth,  opposed  the  popish  ceremonies  and 
habits,  though  otherwise  united  to  their  brethren  in  religious 
tenets.  The  opposition  became  more  general  and  determined, 
after  hundreds  of  them  fled  to,  and  resided  in  foreign  parts,  in 
order  to  escape  the  Marian  persecutions.  There  the  sentiments 
cf  numbers,  through  their  intercourse  with  protestants  of  other 
nations,  were  much  changed  and  improved ;  and  tliey  were 
more  than  ever  desirous  of  proceeding  further  in  the  reformati- 
on, than  was  directed  by  the  service-book  of  king  Edicard. 

Upon  the  accession  of  Elizabeth.,  the  refugees  returned  to 
England,  [1558.]  loaded  with  experience  and  learning,  but  in 
the  utmost  distress  and  poverty.  Those  of  the  clergy,  who 
could  comply  with  the  queen's  establishment,  were  quickly 
preferred.  The  rest,  after  being  admitted  to  preach  a  while,, 
were  suspended;  and  reduced  to  former  jndigence.     Several 
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Tvere  ofl'crec]  bishopricks,  but  declined  the  tender,  on  account  of 
tht  garments,  ceremonies,  &c.  while  the  necessity  cf  the  times 
and  the  liattering  hope  of  obtaining  hereafter  an  amendment 
in  the  constitution  of  the  church,  induced  others  to  accept  pre- 
ferments, though  with  trembling.  - 

The  queen  affected  much  pomp  in  religion  ;  was  fond  of  the 
old  popish  cerem.onies,  in  which  she  had  been  educated;  and 
thought  her  brother,  king  Edivardy  ha-dgone  too  far  in  demolish- 
ing ornam.entSo- 

The  clergy  and  laity,  who  sought  after  greater  ecclesiastic 
purity,  in  vain  struggled  hard  for  the  abolishment  of  popish' 
ceremonies  and  habits ;  or,  at  least,  leaving  the  use  of  them, 
in  divine  service,  indifferent.     They  obtained  nothing  but  the 
honorable  nick-name   of  PURITANS.     The  queen  proved  an 
inflexible  bigot,  andwould  be  obeyed,  or  punish.      The   par- 
liament, in  their  first  session,  had  very  injudiciously  passed  the 
two  acts  of  supremacy  and  uniformity,  without  guarding  them 
properly;  and  by   a  clause  in  the  latter,  delivered  up  to  the 
crown,  all  ecclesiastic  jurisdiction..    Men  of  solid  learning  and 
piety,  of  sober  lives,  popular  preachers,  professed  enemies  tc^ 
popery  and  superstition,  and   of  the  same   faith  in  point  o^ 
doctrine,  with  the  conformists,  were  suspended,  deprived,  im- 
prisoned and  ruined,  for  not  complying  with  the  use  of  those 
garments  and  ceremonies,  which  their  opponents  acknowledg- 
ed to  be  indifferent  in  themselves ;  v/hilc  the  sufferers  adjudg- 
ed such  compliance  sinful,  from  their  having  been  abused  to 
idolatry,  and  serving  as  m^arks  and  badges  of  tliat  religion  they- 
had  renounced. 

All  the  puritans  of  these  times  were  desirous  of  remaining 
in  tiie  church,  might  they  be  indulged  as  to  the  habits  and  a  few 
ceremcnicE,  though  they  were  far  from  being  satisfied  with  thehi. 
hierarchy,  and  had  other  objections  beside  those  for  v/hicli  they 
had  been  deprived.  Instead  of  indulgence,  their  grievances 
were  multiplied, ,  and  the  penal  laws  were  rigorously  executed. 
Hov/ever,.  the  body  of  the  conformiing  clergy  being  extremely 
illiterate  and  ignorant,  the  deprived  ministers  were  employed  as 
curates  or  lecturers ;  and  received  for  their  services,  a  small 
consideration  from  the  incumbent,  together  with  the  voluntary 
contribution  of  the  parish.  By  their  warm  and  affectionate 
preaching,  and  eminent  faithfulness,  they  gained  the  hearts  of 
the  common  people,  who  v/ere  the  more  attached  to  them,  the 
more  cruelty  was  exercised  upon  them  ;  and  wiio  had  the  utmost 
iaversion  to  the  popish  garments,  as  their  hatred  to  popei'y  in-- 
creased.  The  preachers  appealed  to  the  scriptures.  Thei^ 
iie^irevs  searched  them  carefully  ^  obtained  more  and  clearer 
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-discoveries  of  the  popish  superstitions  ;  grew  in  tiicir  ahliorrcnco 
of  them  ;  venerated  the  d.ivine  institutions  ;  and  Jonged  to  havti 
:.the  woishi})  of  the  ehurch  .rLndered  more  pure  and  pilmitivc. 
The  popularity  of  the  dej)rived  ministers  drew  numbers  from 
neighboring  parishes.  Purltanisirh  spread  and  gained  giountJ 
by  being  persecuted.  Its  grwAlli  was  the  greatest  grief  to  the 
queen  and  archbishop  Whilgift.  But  neither  the  supreme  hcatJ 
of  the  church,  nor  tlie  primate  of  all  EnyMml.,  had  policy  01: 
Christianity  enough  to  apply  tlie  proper  remedy,  in  granting  li~ 
bertij  ofcoiiscidnce.  Instead  of  that,  new  acts  were  passed,  and 
greater  severities  practised.  Such  inliuman proceedings  againjL 
protestants  of  good  moral  characters,  did  not  pass  unnoticed, 
'iliey  were  the  subjects  of  conversation.  The  right  of  actiao^ 
thus  toward  fellow  creatures,  and  its  non-agreement  with  the 
mild  and  benevolent  principles  of  Christianity,  were  freely  caa- 
vassed.  The  supreme  head  and  chief  dignitaries  of  the  En^^- 
lish  church  being  such  intolerable  persecutors,  it  became  a  ques- 
tion, "  Is  she  any  longer  a  true  churcfi  of  Christ,  and  are  her 
'.ministers  true  ministers." 

At  length  one  Robert  Brozziij  descended  from  an  ancient  and 
Jionorable  family,  and  nearly  related  to  Icid  treasurer  Cecil,  a 
iiery  zealot,  travelled  through  the  country  [1586]  a  second 
vtimc,  holding  forth,  wherever  he  vrent,  against  bishops,  eacle- 
siastic  courts,  ordaining  of  r/iinisters.  Sec.  aad  gathered  a  separate 
congregation.  The  parties  held,  that  the  church  of  Englano 
was  iiot  a  /rz-re  church  ;  that  her  ministers  were  not  rightly  or- 
;dained  ;  that  her  discipline  was  popish  and  anti-christian  ;  ami 
that  all  her  ordinances  and  sacraments  were  invalid.  Therefore 
^diey  would  not  join  with  her  members  in  any  part  of  public 
-worship.  They  not  only  renounced  communion  with  the  church 
4if  England,  but  with  all  other  reformed  churches,  except 
ihey  w^ere  of  their  own  model. 

These  separatists  were  called  Brownists,  which  was  long  after- 
ward the  common  name  for  all  that  s-eparated  totallij  from  the 
church  of  England,  even  when  they  disowned  the  rigid  princi- 
ples of  Brown  and  his  congregation.  We  must  carefully  dis- 
toguish  the  Brownisls  from  the  Puritans.  Most  of  the  latter 
were  for  keeping  within  the  pale  of  the  church,  apprehending 
it  to  he  a  true  church  in  its  doctrines  and  sacraments,  though 
defective  in  discipline  and  corrupt  in  ceremonies.  They  thought 
It  unlaxiful  to  separate  ;  submitted  to  suspensions  and  depri\  a- 
tions ;  when  driven  out  of  one  diocese,  took  sanctuary  in  ano- 
ther, being  afraid  of  incurring  the  guilt  of  schism;  and  werp 
the  chief  waiters  against  the  Brownisls. 

[I5i?3]  A  fresh  cffgrt  was  mndv  to  crush  the  iion-conformistS:, 

A  most 
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A  most  obnoxious  act  was  passed,  for  punishing  all  who  refused 
to  come  to  church,  and  every  one  who  persuaded  others  to  op- 
pose the  queen's  authority  in  ecclesiastic  causes,  or  was  present  at 
any  conventicle  or  meeting.  The  punishment  was  imprisonment 
without  bail,  till  the  convicted  agreed  to  conform,  and  make  a 
declaration  of  his  conformity,  in  case  the  offender  did  not  sign 
the  declaration  within  three  months,  he  was  to  abjure  iherealrn^ 
and  go  into  perpctuitl  banishment.  If  he  departed  not  withm  the 
time  limited,  or  returned  afterward  without  the  queen's  licence, 
he  was  to  sujcr  death  xvithout  benefit  of  clergy,  by  this  act,  the 
case  of  non-conformists  was  Vv'orse  than  that  of  felons  at  com- 
mon law.  The  statute  was  le veiled  against  the  laity,  no  less 
tlian  the  clergy,  I'he  moderate  Puritans  evaded  it,  by  going  to 
church  when  prayers  were  nearly  -ended,  and  by  receiving  the 
sacrament  when  administered  with  some  latitude.  The  weight 
of  it  fell  upon  the  Brownists,  'whose  sentiments  had  gamed 
ground,  so  that  they  were  increased  to  near  twenty  thousand, 
besides  wives  and  children,  according  to  the  opinion  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  given  in  the  house  of  commons,  when  the 
bill  was  read  the  second  time  and  debated,* 

Several  were  put  to  death  about  this  period ;  which  excited 
an  odium  against  the  bishops  and  high  commissioners,  who  were 
universally  known  to  have  been  at  the  bottom  of  the  proceedings 
against  them.  It  was  resolved  therefore  to  send  the  remainder 
of  the  imprisoned  into  banishment,  instead  of  continuing  to 
execute  them.  Others  preferred  a  voluntary  exile,  rather  than 
be  exposed  to  the  merciless  persecutions  that  awaited  them  in 
their  native  country'.  Is  it  strange  that  these  persons,  thus 
forced  or  frightened  out  of  it,  for  claiming  and  exercising  the 
common  right  of  human  nature,  that  of  judging  for  themselves 
in  matters  of  religion,  should  at  length  think  that  their  allegiance 
terminated  with  their  departure  ;  or  that  those  who  commisera- 
ted them,  inclined  to  the  same  sentiment  ? 

The  parliament,  especially  the  lower  house,  perceiving  how 
the  queen,  and  many  of  the  bishops  and  ecclesiastics  abused 
their  spiritual  pov/er;  what  mischiefs' they  brought  upon  the 
church  ;  and  the  miseries  to  which  honest  men  were  reduced  for 
mere  difference  in  religious  sentiments,  attempted  repeatedly  to 
regulate  matters,  and  to  redress  the  hardships  of  the  non-con- 
formists, but  was  stopped  by  her  majesty,  in  the  most  dictatorial 
manner.  Some  of  the  members,  roused  by  such  unwarrantable 
acts  of  sovereignty,  spake  boldly  and  freely  upon  the  occasion, 
and  censured  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  bishops.  The 
queen  added  to  her  other  faults,  that  of  sending  them  to  tiie 
*  Townfliend's  tJiftorlcal  Col!e(.T»ons,  p,  75. 
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Tower.  But  llioiigli  she  could  awe  the  parliament,  imprison 
its  members,  and  protect  her  favorite  biiiiiops,  she  could  not 
overpower  the  consciences  of  the  non-conf(n-mists. 

A  number  of  rel  gious  people  upon  the  borders  of  Notting- 
harmhivc,,  Lincol)isliirc^  and  Yorkshire,  liaving  suffered  persecu- 
tion patiently  for  years,  and  searched  the  scriptures  diligenllv, 
were  at  length  fully  of  opinion,  that  the  ceremonies  oi  i\\Q  Kvii- 
lis/i  church  were  unlcru-fid ;  that  the  lordly  power  of  her  prelates 
was  contrary  to  the  freedom  oi  the  gospel  ;  and  that  her  oflices, 
courts  and  canons,  had  no  warrant  in  the  word  of  God  ;  but 
were  popish.  'I'hey  determined  therefore  to  shake  off  that  yoke 
of  bondage,  viz,  Iiuman  impositions,  brought  into  the  church  by- 
popish  policy  and  power,  against  the  superior  law  of  Christ,  the 
genius  of  his  plain  religion  <iud  christian  liberty.  They  re- 
solved [l<J0'2]  as  the  Lord's  free  people,  *' /r?  join  themselves 
by  covcnavt  into  a  church  state ;  and,  agreeable  to  present  or 
J  at  lire  knowledge^  to  li'alk  in  all  the  ways  of  Gody  according  ta 
iJuir  best  abilities,  xchaicver  it  costs  thetn.'"'^ 

The  assembly  [I6O6]  owing  to  die  distance  of  habitations, 
was  obliged  to  form  itself  into  two  distinct  religious  societies  ; 
the  one,  with  which  is  our  concern,  soon  had  for  its  pastor 
the  famous  Mr.  John  BobiiVion,  I'he  church  kept  together 
iibout  a  year ;  but  being  extremely  harrassed  by  persecutors,  con-^ 
eluded  upon  removing  to  Holland,  The  pious  refugees  repaired 
to  and  settled  at  Amsterdam  i  but  after  a  while  removed  to 
Leyden  ;  where  they  were  highly  respected,  and  would  ^ave  been 
allowed  some  public  favor,  had  it  not  been  for  fear  of  offending 
England.  By  hard  and  continued  labor  they  obtained  a  living. 
The  Dutch  employed  them  before  others,  for  their  honest  and 
exemplary  behaviour ;  and  readily  trusted  them  when  in  want 
of  money.  Matters,  however,  were  not  altogetlier  to  their 
mind  [1617]  and  some  of  the  most  sensible  began  to  think  of 
another  removal.  It  was  imagined,  that  if  a  better  and  easier 
place  of  living  could  be  had,  numbers  would  join  them.  The 
morsis  of  the  Dutch  were  too  dissolute  ;  and  they  were  afraid 
that  their  offspring  would  become  irreligious.  Be-.ide,  they  had 
an  ardent,  noble,  and  godly  desire,  of  laying  a  foundation  for 
spreading  the  religion  of  Jesus  over  the  remote  regions  of  the 
earth  ;  and  of  handing  down  to  future  ages  what  they  thought  to 
be,  the  pure  and  unadulterated  worship  of  the  great  Jehovaii. 
They  therefore  directed  their  views  to  America.  To  those  wlja 
objected — the  length  and  danger  of  the  voyage,  the  difficultieii 
and  calamities  to  which  thev  should  be  exposed,  the  barbaiities 
and  treacheries  of  the  Indians,  ^mi  their  inability  to  support  the 
*  Priccc'i  New-Eegland  Chronology,  part  I. 
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expcncc — it  was  answered  "The  difficulties  arc  notinvincit)Ie> 
and  may  be  overcome  by  fortitude  and  patience  ;  the  ends  pro- 
posed are  good  and  honorable  ;  the  calling  lawful  and  urgent ; 
Ihe  blessing  of  God  may  therefore  be  expected.  We  Uve  but  as. 
exiles  now,  and  are  in  a  poor  con-dition.  7'he  truce  with  the 
Spaniards  is  hastening  to  a  close.  Nothing  but  preparations  for 
war  are  going  forward.  The  Spaniards  may  be  as  cru^l  as  the 
Savages ;  and  famine  and  pestilence  may  be  as  sore  in  Hol- 
land as  in  America.''' 

After  serious  and  solem-n  application  to  Gad  for  direction^ 
they  concluded  on  carrying  the  proposal  of  crossing  the  Atlan- 
tic into  execution ;  endeavoring  to  live  in  a  distinct  body  by 
themselves^  und^cr  the  general  government  of  the  Virginia, 
company;  and  ^uing  to  his  majesty,  king  JaineSy  .for  fullliber^ 
iij  and  freedom  of  conscience. 

The  Virginia  company  were  ready  to  give  them  a  patent,  with 
jis  am.ple  privileges  as  they  could  grant ;  but,  notwithstanding  the 
great  interest  made  by  gentlemenof  the  first  character,  and  by  th-e 
chief  secretary  of  state,  the  king  and  bishops  refused  to  allow  the 
refugees  (though  at  the  distance  of  3000  miles)  liberty  of  con- 
science under  the  royal  «eaL  All  they -could  obtain  fronn  his  ma- 
jesty, w^s  a  promise  that  he  would  connive  at,  and  not  molest 
ihem,  provided  they  carried  themselves  peaceably ;  but  he  would 
not  tolerate  them  by  Iris  public  authority.  Upon  this  occasion, 
it  was  wisely  observed,  "  If  his  majesty's  promise  is  no  security,  a 
further  confirmation  will  be  of  little  valu^,  though,  it  has  a  seal 
5is  broad  as  the  house  floor,  it  will  not  serve  the  turn,  for  there 
-will  be  means  enough  found,  when  wanted,  to  recall  or  reverse  it ; 
and  we  must  rest  herein  on  God's  providence."  This  reasoning 
j^nd  the  hope  of  being  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  ecclesiastic 
courts,  prevailed.  They  resolved  to  venture ;  and  after  long 
attendance,  much  cost  and  labor,  obtained  a  patent. 

Thfy  agreed  that  the  minor  part  of  younger  and  stronger  men, 
Vith  Mr.  Brewster y  an  elder  of  the  church,  should  go  first,  and 
that  the  pastor,.  Mr.  Robinson^  should  remain  behind  vvith  the 
majority,  for  a  future  favorable  opportunity.  Their  enemies 
tvhispered,  that  the  stats  of  Holland  were  weary  of  their  com- 
■p^ny;  but  the  reverse  was.  evident  from  the  following  occur- 
taacc,  viz.  the  magistrates  of  the  city,  when  reproving  the  Wal- 
Iqo7is  in  open  court,,  said,  ''  These  English  have  lived  now  ten 
2^ears  among  us^  and  yet  we  never  had  any  accusation  against 
any  of  theniy  whereas  your  quarrels  are  continual.'^ 

The  colony  destined  for  America,  sailed  from  Delft-Haven  for 
Southampton y  July  22,  1620;  and  there  met  a  ship  having  somq 
English  friends  gii. board,  who  propg§c4  rcragyirig  with  them. 

Botl\ 
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Both  vessels  proceeded  to  sea  ;  but  returned  twice  Into  port,  on 
accaunt  of  defects  in  the  one  from  Delft,  which  was  dismissed. 
Part  of  the  company  returned  to  Lojidon,  ilw^;  remainder  betook 
■themseh'cs  to  tlie  siiip,  dwd  sailed  from  Plymoitik  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember. After  many  dehiys,  difficulties  and  dangers,  they  made 
Cape  Cod  at  break  of  day  oa  the  9th  ofNoveml^cr,  and  entered 
the  harlvor  on  the  10th.  They  offered  up  their  devout  and  ardent 
acknowledgments  to  God  for  his  protection,  and  had  thoughts  of 
Lmding ;  but  rem.arking  that  they  were  out  of  the  limits  ol  their 
patent,  and  in  a  sort  reduced  to  a  state  of  nature  ;  and  hearhi^ 
some,  who  came  from  London,  hint,  there  is  now  no  authority 
oicr  2is ;  they,  v/hilo  on  board,  formed  themselves  into  a  civi? 
body  politic,  under  the  crown  of  Englcmd,  iox  the  purpose  of 
framing  "just and  {ii\\v.i\  lavrs,  ordinances,  acts,  constitutions  and 
offices,"  to  which  they  promised  "all  due. submission  and  obe- 
dience." ■  Tliis  contracl  was  subscribedby  forty-one  persons,  on 
Saturday  the  1  Ith  of  November.  The  whole  company  of  settlers^ 
men,  v.'omcn^  children,  and  servants,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
one  hundred  and  one,  the  exact  number  that  left  England— for 
one  had  died,  but  another  was  born  upon  the  passag'^-,  - 

Enfeebkd  and  sickly,  we  now  behold  them  at  the  distance  of 
3000  miles,  not  ortly  from  their  native  country,  but  the  hospit- 
able Iand.v;»herc  they  lately  resided  for  years,-  when  unfeeling 
persecution  drove  them  into  a  voluntary  banishment..  They  have 
a  long  and  dreary  winter  before  them,  and  are  upon  the  strange? 
coast  of  an  uncultivated  wilderness,  without  a  relation  or  friend 
to  welcome  their  arrival,  or  an  house  to  .shelter  them  ;  without: 
even  a  kmdinhabitant  to  comfort  them,  by  tender  acts  of  huma- 
nity, much  less  a  civilized  town  or  xity,  from  which  succour  may^ 
be  obtained  on  an  emergency.  Thus  circumstanced,  they  are 
employed  in  making  discoveries  till  the  20th  of  December^ 
when  'they  concluded  up«n  a  place,  for-  immediate  settlement, 
which  they  afterward  name  NfiV-Fli/mouth,  in  grateful  remem- 
brance of  the  last  town  they  left  in  their  native  country,  - 

The  Winter  proved  remarkably  mild*  for  the  American  cli=- 
mate,  though  excessively  severe  to  an  English  constitution  ;  and 
what  with  disorders  brought  upon,  them  through. uncommon 
labors  and  fatigues,  and  their  bcmg  exposed  to  the  rigors  of  the 
season  ; .  andwhatwith  the  scurvy  and  other  diseases  occasioned 
by  a  tedious  voyage,  and  the  want  of  proper  accommodations 
while  making  it,  they  buried  by  the  end  of  March,  lG2l,forty- 
f()ur  of  their  little  society,  of  whom  one-and-twenty  were  sub- 
scribers to  the  contract.  The  number  of  their  dead  increased 
to  fifty  by  the  beginning  ofNovember,  whcn,to  their  great  joy  a.- 
*  Wood's  New-England's  Profpea,  cd.  1764,  p.  5. 
.    ■  vessel- 
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vessel  arrived  with  thirty-five  settlers  from  London.  It  was 
years  before  their  plantation  amounted  to  three  hundred  people  ; 
when  nearly  so,  the  council  established  at  Fh/mouth,  in  the 
county  of  DevoUy  for  the  planting,  ruling,  ordering,  and  go- 
verning of  New-England,,  in  America^  granted  them  a  patenty 
[Jan.  13,  1630]  by  v^hich  their  lands  were  secured  against  all 
English  claims. — Be  it  noted,  that  they  early  agreed  with,  and 
satisfied  the  Indian  proprietors. 

It  would  have  been  astonishing,  had  not  these  planters  brought 
with  them  opinions  favorable  to  liberty.  The  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings of  Elizabeth  and  JanieSy  produced  a  spirit  of  enquiry  ;  and 
induced  the  sufferers  and  others  to  canvass  the  equity  of  those 
powers  which  were  so  improperly  exercised.  When  the  film 
of  prejudice  was  removed,  it  was  easy  to  discern  that  tyranny, 
whether  in  church  or  state,  could  not  be  vindicated  by  reason 
or  revelation  ;  and  that  Heaven's  permitting  it,  was  no  more  a 
countenance  to  that,  than  any  other  wickedness.  Beside,  tlie 
JPlj/mouthia7is  had  hved  for  many  years  among  a  people  whohaii 
been  engaged  in  a  bloody  war  with  a  cruel  unrelenting  tyrant^ 
whose  sovereignty  they  had  renounced.  The  frequent  convcr-* 
Sation  that  must  have  passed  between  the  Dutch  and  English  re- 
fugees,  must  have  improved  the  attachment  of  tlie  last  to  the 
cause  of  freedom.  It  might  also  have  been  hinted  to  them,  that 
it  began  to  be  the  sentiment  of  some  English  nobles  and  prin- 
cipal commoners,  that  in  case  of  a  removal  to  America,  persons, 
without  any  charter  from  the  crown,  were  at  liberty  to  establish 
what  form  of  government  they  pleased  ;  and  to  set  up  a  new 
state,  as  fully  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  though  they  were 
making  their  first  entrance  into  civil  society. 

No  wonder  then,  especially  considering  the  general  equality 
prevahing  among  them,  that  the  Fli/mouthians^hj  their contVcLCt 
before  landing,  formed  themselves  into  a pro/?^;'  detnocraci/y  and 
that  it  was  entered  in  the  Fh/mouth  records  of  [Nov.  15,  1636] 
^'  Finding  y  that  as  free  born  subjects  of  the  state  of  England, 
'we  hither  came  with  all  and  singular  the  privileges  belonging  ta 
such ;  in  the  first  place  "we  think  goody  that  it  be  established  for  an 
act,  thaty  according  to  the  [rights  supposed  to  be  v/anting]  and 
■Mc  privileges  of  the  subjects  if orcsaidy  no  imposition^  law  or  ordi- 
■  nee,  be  made  or  imposed  upon  them  at  present  or  to  come  ,  but 
ic;i  as  shall  be  made  and  imposed  by,  consent ,  acccording  to  the  free 
.ijerties  of  free  born  subjects  of  the  state  and  knigdom  of  Eng- 
land, and  no  ot/ierwise.''     Tiiey  meant  to  -continue  their  al-- 
LCgiance  to  the  crown  ;  to  retain  their  connection  with  the  mo- 
tiier  country  j  to  adopt  the  general  -laws  of  Enghnd  for  the 

rule 
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rule  of  government,  wherein  they  suited  ;  and  to  be  governed 
bv  their  own  particular  acts  in  other  instances. 

'  Persons  devoted  to  church  authority  and  particular  national 
establishments,  may  exclaim  against  the  Phjnwutliians  for  their 
religious  sentiments  ;  but  a  fair  and  brief  statement  of  them,  it 
is  apprehended,  v/ill  be  thought  the  best  defence  that  can  be 
offered  by  tirosc  who  candidly  examine  the  New-Testam-ent^ 
and  are  properly  impressed  with  the  words  of  our  Saviour— 
i)///  kingdom  is  not  of  this  uwld. 

When  Mr.  Jiobinson  and  his  associates  separated  from  the 
church  of  England,  they  were  rigid  Brownists.  After  his  re- 
moval to  Holland,  and  there  conversing  with  learned  divines,  he 
being  a  gentleman  of  a  liberal  mind  and  good  disposition,  became 
moderate,  as  did  his  people  ;  so  that  they  who  continued  rigid 
Brownists  would  hardly  hold  communion  with  them.  Mr.  Robin- 
son and  his  society  did  not  require  of  those  who  joined  them,  a 
renunciation  of  the  church  of  England.  They  also  acknow- 
ledged the  other  reformed  churches  for  true  and  genuine  ;  allow- 
ed their  own  members  occasional  communion  with  them  in  the 
word  preached  and  in  the  prayers  conceived  by  the  preacher  be- 
fore and  after  sermon,  but  not  in  the  sacraments  and  discipline  ; 
and  admitted  their  members,  known  to  them  to  be  pious,  to  oc- 
casional communion  with  themselves  in  the  sacraments.  Still  it 
is  to  be  rem.arked,  that  they  were  not  admitted  because  of  their 
being  members  of  such  churches,  but  on  account  of  their  known 
piety  ;  their  belonging  to  and  continuing  in  such  churches,  was 
not  an  argument  for  rejecting  them  ;  nor  was  it  the  argument  for 
their  reception.  Mr.  IlQbinson,  however,  by  his  conversation 
and  writings,  proved  a  principal  in  ruining  Browjusm  ;  and,  in 
the  opinion  of  some  was  the  father,  of  others  the  restorer,  of 
the  independent  or  congregational  churches.  Congregational  is 
the  term  used  in  JS^eiv- England,  the  other  is  discarded,  as 
seeming  to  imply  too  great  a  separation  from  sister  churches. 
The  Plijmoutldans  held,  that  the  Bible  was  the  sole  religious 
code  of  protestants  ;  and  that  every  man  had  a  right  to  judge 
for  himself,  and  to  tiy  all  doctrines  by  it,  and  to  v/orship  accord- 
ing to  vv^hat  he  apprehended  iliat  directed.  In  doctrinal  tenets 
they  agreed  v/ith  the  articles  of  the  church  of  England.  'l"he 
main  difference  betv/centhem  and  other  reformed  churches  was 
about  hierarchy.  They  maintained,  that  no  particular  church 
ought  to  consist  of  more  persons  than  could  worship  in  one  con- 
gregation ;  that  every  man  ought,  in  appearance,  to  be  a  true 
beUever  in  Christ,  and  subject  to  liis  authority  ;  that  when  there 
was  a  SL'.itable  number  of  such  believers,  who  thought  themselves 
bo'.ij,u  in  conscience  to  do  it,  they  hud  a  right  to  embody  into  a 

church 
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chiirch,  by  seme  certain  contract  or  covenant,  expressed  or  im- 
plied ;  and  that,  being  embodied,  they  were  to  choose  all  their 
officers j  wiio  were  past-orsor teaching  elders,  mere  ruling  elders,, 
meant  to  assist  the  former,-  and-  qualified  to  teach  occasionally; 
and  deacons  who  were  to  manage  the  temporalities  of  the  church, 
to  take  care  of  the  poor,  and  to  officiate  at  the  Lord's  table,  by 
providing  the  bread  and  wine,  laying  the  cloth,  carrying  the 
elements,  &2<,  [I'he  custom,  of  having  ruling  elders  has  nov/ 
ceased.]  The  elders  of  both  kinds  were  to  form,  the  presbytery 
of  overseers  and  rulers..  They  also  held,  that  no  churches  or 
church  officers,  had  any  power  over  other  churches  or  officers,  to 
control  or  impose  upon  them,  all  having  equal  rig-lits  and  priviJ- 
leges.  Their  own  officers  v/cre  removable  by  them  upon  justifi^ 
able  reasons;-  incase  ofcapital  errors,  gross  misconduct,  and  the 
like.  When  they  baptised,. they  rejected  the  sign  of  the  cross, 
and  other  cerem.oniesnot  enjoined  by  scripture.  1-hey received 
the  elements  of  the  Lord's  supper,  in  the  table-posture  of  tho 
day  and  place  in'  which  they  lived*  Excommunication  they 
deem.ed  to  be  wholly  spiritual ;  and  denied  that  the  church  of 
its  officers  had  any  authority  to-  inffiet  temporal  pains  and  pen- 
alties. They  considered  no  days  as  holy,  but  the  Lord's  day,, 
which  they  observed  with  great  strictness.  Solemn  fastings  and 
thanksgivings,  as  the  aspects  of  providence  required,  they  had 
a  pious  regard  to,  as  agreeable  to  bo tli  natural  and  re vealedr. 
religion. 

A  better  sort  of  emigrants  never  crossed  the  Atlantic.  *^They^ 
\yere  a  plain,  frugal,  industrious,  conscientious,  and  loving 
people  ;.  and,  for  the  day  in  which  they  lived,  and  considering' 
their  education,  possessed  a  good  share  of  politeness..  The  im- 
portant light  in  which  they  viewed  morality,  led  them,  in  many 
instances  to  such  critical  exactness  as  would-  be  deemed  by  the' 
moderns  ridiculous;  from  thence,  however,  the  community  de- 
rived substantial  benefits.  They  have  been  stigmatized  as  en- 
thusiasts ;  but  nothing  like  enthusiasm  is  to  be  met  with  in  the 
records- of  any  of  their  transactions,  either  civil  or  ecclesiastic. 
Their  piety  indeed  was  eminent  and  fervent,  but  it  was  also^ 
rational ;  and  their  religion  was  that  of  tiic  Bible,  and  had  a. 
proper  intiucnce  upon  their  conduct." 

The  Ftj/j/wuthians  having  cleared  the  way  for  other  yufFerers- 
to  settle  in  Jmerica,  v/ith  less  difficulty  and  danger  than  what' 
they  had  experienced ;  the  fame  of  their  plantation  s])reading 
through  the  western  parts  of  England;  and  the  government  in 
church  and  state  growing  more  and  more  oppressive  ;.  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Ma ssackusctts-B a  1/  was  purchased  of  the  Plijmoutli 
Council  [\ 62^ \  and  a  company   soon   formed,  who   consulted 

on 
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on  settling  a  pi.intailon,  lo  \vliicli  n  on -con  forming  pKrUan'^ 
diiight  emigrate  in  order  to  enjoy  their  own  principles  in  full  se- 
curity. 'I'heir  sufferings  .had  been  moderated  for  a  \\:v^  years 
•before  EliAabctliS  death.  The  queen  was  far  advanced  in  life  ; 
;the  next  heir  to  the  crown  was  a  prcsby/eriuN,  who  had  sub- 
scribed to  the  Scotch  national  covenant,  and,  v/ith  hands  uplifted 
to  Heaven,  had  ])rGnounced,  ""'llic  Scotch  kirk  is  tlie  purest  in 
the  world,  and  the  service  of  the  kirk  of  England  an  t:vil  said 
mass  in  English,  that  wants  notliing  of  the  mass  but  the  iiftin^ii ;" 
lie  had  interceded  fur  some  of  tlic  persecuted  ministers  ;"and 
the  bishops  were  cautious  of  acting  against  a  party  for  whom 
king  James  had  declared  ;  but  upon  his  ascending  th*e  throne, 
the  fears  of  the  high-churchmen  and  the  hopes  of  the  non- 
conformists were  soon  ended.  It  was  not  long  before  the  king 
became  in  the  church  a  furious  persecutor  of  the  non-conform- 
ists, .and  in  the  state  as  errant  a  despot  as  his  cowardice  would 
allow.  In  stigmatizing  ^ov  puritans^  all  who  stood  by  the  laws 
of  the  land,  and  opposed  his  arbitrary  government,  thou"^h 
strenuous  churchmen,  he  strengthened  the  cause  of  the  chu>xk 
puritans ;  the  former,  called  by  -way  of  distinction'  state-puri- 
tans, joining  the  latter,  both  together  became  at  length  the 
iiiajority  of  the  nation. 

Still  the  times  were  not  mended ;  and  the  death  of  James; 
made  way  for  their  becoming  much  worse.  King  Charles  un- 
fortunately took  for  his  bosom-counsellor  in  religious  affairs, 
bishop  Laud,  the  most  unqualified  person  for  thepurpose,  of 
any  to  be  found  in  his  three  kingdoms ;  he  also  resigned  him- 
self up  to  arbitrary  councils. 

The  lowering  prospect  tliickened  apace  ;  the  Massachusetts 
company  therefore  provided  a  safe  retreat  in  season.  I'hey 
applied  immediately  to  the  improvement  of  their  purchased  terri- 
tory ;  and  sent  out  capt.  John  Endicott  and  others,  with  servants, 
to  begin  a  plantation  ;  who  arrived  at  (what  is  now  named)  Salem, 
I'hey  soon  after  petitioned  fordroi/al  charter,  hoping  that  their 
existence  and  powers  w^ould  be  thereby  secured  and  promoted. 
They  succceeded,  and  a  charter  of  incorporation  was  granted. 
[March  4,  1629]  making  them  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of 
"  The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  in 
New-England,'^  with  as  full  powers  as  any  other  corporation  in 
the  realm  of  England,  llie  grant  and  sale  of  the  Plymouth 
€ow?i^// was  confirmed.  Till  the  annual  election  by  the  com. 
pany  could  commence,  the  governor,  deputy-governor,  and 
eighteen  assistants  were  specified.  The  mode  of  governing,  and 
ot  admitting  freemen,  was  prescribed.  They  were  empowered  to 
c'lcct  and  constitute  such  other  officers  as  might  be  thought: 
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requisite  for  the  managing  of  their  affairs,  and  to  make  laws  and 
ordinances^  not  contrary  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  realm, 
for  the  good  of  the  said  company  and  the  government  of  their 
lands  and  plaMitations,  and  t  le  inhabitants  thereof  They  were 
aUowed  to  transport  persons,  whether  subjects  or  strangers, 
weapons,  merchandize,  &c.  coij/  laiv  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing— such  was  the  dispensing  power  the  king  assumed.  Pie 
also  exempted  them  from  paying  custom  or  subsidy  for  seven 
years ;  the  governor  and  company,  their  factors  and  assigns, 
were  to  pay  neither  that  nor  any  taxes  in  New-England  for  the 
same  space.  All  were  freed  from  duties  upon  goods  imported 
or  exported  for  21  years,  except  the  old  5  per  cent,  custom  upon 
imports  after  flie  expiration  of  the  seven  years.  All  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects  going  to  and  inhabiting  the  company's  lands, 
together  with  their  children,  were  to  enjoy  all  the  hberties  of 
free  and  natural  subjects  within  any  of  his  dominions,  the  same 
as  though  born  in  England.  The  king  could  mean  only,  that, 
by  removing  to  and  residing  in  the  Massachusetts,  they  should 
not  forfeit  for  themselves  or  children  the  privileges  of  English- 
men,  and  be  treated  as  foreigners  ;  and  not,  that  they  should 
be  governed  by  laws  and  officers  of  their  own  making  or 
choosing,  personally  or  by  representation  ;  for  they  wxre  evi- 
dently distinguished  from  the  governor  and  company  (of  whom 
it  appears  to  be  supposed,  that  they  were  to  remain  in  England) 
as  these  were  authorized  to  administer  the  oaths  of  supremacy 
and  allegiance  to  all  and  every  person  or  persons,  who  should 
hereafter  go  to  inhabit  the  lands  and  premises  of  the  company. 
Beside,  the  governor  and  company  were  entrusted  with  the 
power  of  making  laws,  ordinances,  &cc.  not  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  England  ;  of  settling  the  government  and  magistracy 
of  the  plantation  ;  and  its  inhabitants  ;  of  naming  all  the  offi- 
*cers  ;  and  of  setting  forth  their  several  duties,  powers  and  H- 
naits  ;  and  the  king  commanded  that  ail  such  laws,  ordinances, 
&c.  should  be  published,  in  waiting,  under  the  conmion  seal  of 
the  company,  and  thereupon  be  carefully  observed  and  put  in- 
to execution,  according  to  their  true  meaning.  The  charter* 
does-  not  once  mention  liberty  of  conscience  or  toleration  ;  tho' 
onef  historian  has  inadvertently  advanced,  that  "  free  liberty 
of  coLiscience  was  likev»'ise  granted  to  all  who  should  settle  in 
the  M\nssachusetts-Bay,  to  w^orship  God  in  their  own  way  ;" 
and  anotherl,  "  the  charter  granted  toleration  to  ail  christi- 
ans, except  papists."  The  assertions  apply  only  to  the  charter 
granted  by  king  William  and  queen  Mary, 

*  See  the  Charter  in  Hutchjrfon'e  Co!Ie<S>ion  of  papers,  p  i.— aj. 

^  Neale'8  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans.  4to.  Vol.  i.  p.  543. 

X  Hut^}!iRfon'sHiltcryvfth?Maffachufctt3  3::y.  V0l.II.  p.  3- 
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[April  30,  1C29.]  Tlic  company,  in  the  exercise  of  tlici 
chartered  powers,  determined  that  a  governor  and  council  o£ 
•twelve,  residing  on  the  plantations,  should  have  the  sole  order- 
ing of  its  affairs  and  government.  1'hey  appointed  Captain  En-^ 
dicott  governor,  and  seven  gentlemen  going  from  England  to 
be  counsellors,  and  directed  how  the  other  live  should  be  elect- 
ed, together  with  a  deputy-governor  and  secratary. 

\l(^ssYS.  Tliggifison,  SkcUon,  Jirighf^  John  ^nd Samuel  Bromic 
were  of  the  seven  counsellors  nominated  by  the  company.    The 
three  first,  being  ministers,  liad  declared  themselves  to  be  of  one: 
judgment,  and  to  be  fully  agreed  on  the  manner  how  to  exercise 
their    ministry.     The   company's  committee   in  the   letter   to 
governor  Kiidicotty  expressed  good  hopes  on  account  of  it  ;  and 
at  the  same  time  recommended  Messrs.  John  and  Samuel  Bivii'nc 
as  men  who  they  much   respected,   being   fully  persuaded  of 
their  sincere  affections  to  th<i  good  of  the  plantation.*     The 
ministers  and  passengers  coming  to  settle  in  it  were  episcopally 
inclined  when  they  left  England,  though  they  could  not  conform 
to  many  ceremonies  and  customs,  nor  submit  to  what  they  jud- 
ged different  corruptions,  imposed  upon  their  consciences  by  the 
king  and  prelates.     They  were  also  strongly  prejudiced  against 
the  separatists  in  which  class  the  Fli/moiithians  were  numbered. 
But  long  before  they  arrived,  or  even   sailed,  a  Dr.  Fuller,  a 
deacon  of  the  church  at  Plymouth,  and  well  versed  in    its  dis- 
cipline, having  been  sent  for,    on   account  of  a   fatal   sickness 
\yhich  broke  out  among  the   emigrants  after  their  arrival   at 
Salem,  had,  by  his  conversation  with  Captain /i'726^/co/^,  taken  off 
the  ill  effect  of  common  report,  and  brought  him  to  think  favor- 
ably of  the  outward  form  of  worship  espoused  by  the  Plijmouih^ 
ians.     The  influence  of  the  doctor's  intercourse  with  the  Salem, 
settlers  cannot  be  thought  to  have  been  confined  to  the  Captain. 
When  the  business  of  organizing  a  church  was  brought  forward 
after  the  arrival  of  the  consellors,  the  matter  was   frequently- 
canvassed,  and  at  length  it  was  determined  to   form    it,    nearly 
upon  the  plan  of  the  one  at  Plymouth  ;  and  to  invite   the  latter 
to  be  present  by  their  messengers,  at  the  solemn  ordination  ot 
the  ministers  Messrs.  Skelfon  and  Iligginson,  [August  6.]  Not- 
withstanding cross  winds  the  Plymouth   messengers  were  time 
enough  to  give  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  by  which  ceremony 
the  two  churches  professed  mutual  affection  and  communion. 

Probably  none  of  tlie  newly  arrived  settlers  had  the  least  idea 

of  such  ecclesiastic  proceedings,  when  they  left  England  ;  but 

thought  very  differently.     Some  continued  to  do  so  ;    for  Mr. 

Bright,  disagreeing  in  'judgment  from  the   other  ministers,  rc- 

*  Suffolk  Etcordai 
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moved  to  a  distance  before  their  ordination  ;  and  Messrs.  Jo/ut 
find  Samuel  Browne^  dissatisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
society,  separated  with  several  who  w^ere  like  minded,  and  set 
up  another.  Governor  Endicotty  being  of  a  hot  temper,  and 
not  possessed  of  the  greatest  prudence,  summoned  the  brothers 
before  him  as  ringleaders  of  a  faction  ;  and  apprehending  that 
their  conversation  and  conduct  would  occasion  divisions,  sent 
them  back  to  England^  Against  their  own  inclination  notwith- 
standing their  being  counsellors,  thinking  himself  justified  by  his 
public  orders. 

Let  us  rcturn  to  the  company  in  England. 

[July  28.]  Mr.  Matthew  Craddock,  the  governor,  proposed 
at  the  general  court,  that,  for  the  advancement  of  the  planta- 
tion, the  encouragement  of  persons  of  worth  and  quality  to 
transplant  tlicraselves  and  families,  and  other  weighty  reasons, 
the  government  of  the  plantation  should  he  transferred  to  its  in- 
habitants,  and  not  be  continued  in  subordination  to  the  company 
at  London,  The  matter,  was  debated  ;  and  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  persons  present  should  seriously  consider  the  business  against 
the  next  general  court  ;  it  was  also  requested,  that  they  would 
in  the  mean  W'hile,  conduct  with  that  privacy,  that  the  affair 
might  not  be  divulged.  At  a  month's  end  they  met,  and  con- 
Siented  that  the  government  andpatent  should  be  settled  in  New^ 
'England,  if  it  could  be  done  legally.  They  soon  after  received 
letters  respecting  the  difference  between  governor  Endicott  2,i\d 
Messrs.  John  and  Samuel  Browne  ;  and  fearing  that  these  two 
•liad  in  their  private  letters  defamed  the  plantation,  they  opened 
and  read  a  number  of  them,  and  ordered  that  none  from  Mr. 
Samuel  Browne  should  be  delivered  ;  however,  upon  application  ' 
from  the  brothers,  they  directed  that  they  should  have  a  copy  of 
the  accusation  sent  against  them  from  New-England.  The  com- 
pany's  letter  upon  this  business  one  to  Messrs.  Skelton  and 
Jligginson,  and  another  to  governor  Endicott,  intimated,  that 
there  had  been  in  the  parties  addressed  a  degree  of  intemperance ; 
that  director  oblique  espersions  had  been  thrown  out  against  the 
state  ; .  and  that  undigested  counsels  had  been  too  suddenly  put 
into  execution.  They  besides  expressed  an  apprehension,  lest^ 
through  an  ill  construction,  the  same  might  make  the  company 
obnoxious  to  any  adversary.* 

The  difference  that  happened  In  the  plantation,  the  treatment 
of  the  Brownes,  and  the  reports  circulated  by  them,  undoubtedly 
occasioned  much  talk.  Many  would  think  it  strange,  that, 
while  the  charter  was  totahy  silent  upon  the  head  of  religion,  and 
^several  of  the  grantees  an4  <JQnip^ny  t,h9Ugh  stryr^S^/  opposed  to 
i  Suffolk  EcwrdJ. 
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the  tyrannies  of  the  high-churcluncn,  were  real  episcopalians; 
persons  ofthis  prolession  should  be  debarred  the  right  of  worshij)- 
ing  according  to  their  own  judgment  and  consienee,  and  be; 
€ven  expelled  the  plantation.  These  occurrences  most  probably- 
forwarded  the  j)lan  of  Mr.  Crudduck.  The  advice  of  learned 
council  was  ordered  to  be  taken,  and  it  was  considered  liow  ta 
execute  the  projected  removal  without  offending  government. 

Among  the  other  weighty  reasons  which  induced  them  to 
remove,  we  must  include  th(i  hope  of  getting  beyond  the  reach 
of  Laud  and  the  liigh  commissoned  court  ;  for  the  Massachusetts 
general  court  declared  in  1651,  "  That  seeing  just  cause  to  fear 
tlie  persecution  of  the  then  Bishop  and  high  commission,  fornot 
conforming  to  the  ceremonies,  they  thought  it  their  safest  course 
to  get  to  this  outsideof  the  world  (America)  out  of  their  view, 
and  be^'ond  their  reach. 

[October  20.]  The  company,  at  a  general  court,  proceeded 
to  a  new  election  of  officers,  who  were  to  repair  to  and  settle  in 
New-England.     I'hey  chose  for  governor  John  Winthrop^  esq. 
of  Groton,  in  Suffolk,  a  gentleman  well  known  for   his  piety, 
liberality,   wi^doni  and  gravity.     The  business   of  transferring 
the  patent  and  ccrporatioui  and  of  taking   over  new  settlers, 
was  prosecuted  v/ith  vigor.     The  enterprise  produced  a  general 
rumour,  as  its  extent  and  magnitude,  the  number  and  principles 
of  the  person  engaging  in  it,  opened  upon  the  public.     The  in- 
tentions of  the  parties  being  suspected,  and  jealousies  arising 
concerning  them,  governor  Winthrop s.wA-  other  gentlemen,  to 
re-move  prejudices,  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  disaffected,  and 
recommend  themselves-  and  their  expedition  to  the  favourable 
'  regards  of  all  serious  christi'ans  of  the  episcopal  persuasion,  ad«. 
dressed  their  brethren  in  and  of  the  church  of  Englcmd,  [x\pnl  T, 
1 630.]  and  afterwards  sailed  t'v om  Far mmiih  in  the  isle  of '  IVight^ 
{oY  America.     The  signers  of  the  address,  pray  in   the  most 
solemn  manner  to  be  considered  as  their  brethren,  and  desire  it 
to  be  noted,  that  the  principals  and  body  of  their  company  es- 
teem it  their  honour  to  caU  the  church  of  England  their  dear 
mother.     They  acknowledge,  that  such  hope    and  part  as  they 
have  obtained  in  the  common  salvation,  they  have   received  in 
her  bosom,  and  sucked  from,  her  breasts.     They  declare  them- 
selves members  of  her  body  ,  and  that,  \vhile  they  have  breath, 
they  shall  sincerely  endeavour  her  welfare.     They  pronounce 
themselves  a  church  springing   out  of  her  own  bowels.     I'heir 
professions  arc  made  in  the  strongest  language.* 

[June  12.]  The  company  arrived  'di  Salem  ;   and  soon  were 
in  number  more  than  fifteen  hundred  pccsgns  from  different 

^  Hutckiaron'fl  liiftory,  VqI.  },,  p,  4??  7, . 
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counties  in  England.  Thy  applyed  themselves  early  to  tlie 
forming  of  churches  ;  but,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton  (who  come 
from  Boston  in  Lincolnshire  to  take  leave  of  his  departing  friends 
at  Southampton)  having  told  them  to  advise  with  the  Plymouth^ 
ians  and  to  do  nothing  to  offend  them,  and  a  precedent  exist- 
ing in  the  church  at  Salem,  they  dismissed  all  the  peculiarities  of 
episcopacy,  and  preferred  the  congregational  mode  in  general. 
However,  they  had  no  settled  plan  of  church-discipline  till  after 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Cotton,  [1633.]  who  was  considerd  as  a 
kind  of  oracle  in  both  civil  and  sacred  matters,  and  gradually 
moulded  all  their  church  administrations,  and  thus  determined 
the  ecclesiastic  constitution  of  tlie  colony  ;  therein  verifying 
what  Mr.  Robinson  had  Judiciously  predicted,  when  he  said 
*'  Many  of  those  who  have  both  wrote  and  preached  against  me 
and  my  people,  were  they  in  a  place  where  they  could  have  li- 
berty and  live  comfortably,,  should  do  as  we  do.''* 

Governor  Winthrop  inserted  in  his  manuscript  history,  a 
couple  of  anecdotes,  of  an  earUer  date  than  Mr.  Cotton's  arrival^ 
which  may  amuse  you.  "  July  30,  1631,  Mr.  Ludloxv^  in  dig- 
ging the  foundation  of  his  house  at  Dor  Chester  y  found  two 
pieces  oi  French  money,  one  was  coined  1596.  They  were  irt 
several  places,  above  a  foot  within  the  firm  ground,"  "  June 
13,  1632,  At  Waterioii)n  there  was  in  the  view  of  divers  wit-- 
Besses,  a  great  combat  between  a  mouse  and  snake  ;  and  after 
a  long  fight,  the  mouse  prevailed  and  killed  the  snake."  The 
minister  of  Boston,  Mr  Wilson  a  very  sincere  holy  man,  gives 
this  interpretation — "  The  snake  is  the  devil,  the  m^ouse  is  a 
poor  contemptable  people  whom  God  has  brought  hither,  and 
who  shall  overcome  Satan  here,  and  dispossess  hun  of  his  king- 
dom." "  At  the  same  time  he  told  the  governor,  that  before 
he  resolved  to  come  into  the  country,  he  dreamed  that  he  was- 
here,  and  saw  a  church  arise  out  of  the  earth,  which  grew  up 
and  became  a  marvellous  goodly  church."  He  might  think  his 
dream  divine  ;  but  it  is  easily  accounted  for  as  a  common  event, 
arising  with  the  church-building  out  of  a  lively  imagination, 
warmed  and  directed  by  a  preponderating  inclination.  If,  in- 
stead of  interpreting  the  combat,  he  had  only  mentioned,  that 
the  event  suggested  to  him  such  thoughts,  and  such  an  improve- 
ment, he  would  have  evidenced  more  judgment  and  an  equal 
degree  of  wisdom  in  seizing  the  happy  circumstance. 

The  colony  increased  apace,  by  frequent  and  numerous  ac- 
cessions.    But  "  it  appears  by  private  letters,  that  the  departure 
of  so  many  of  the  best,  both  ministers  and  private  christians,  did 
breed  sad  thoughts  in  those  behind  of  the  Lord's  intention  in 
J  Pripcs'a  Chroaology,  p,  23  S, 
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the  work,  and  an  apprehension  of  some  evil  days  to  come  upon 
England  ;  yea,  it  began  to  be  viewed  by  the  count>il  as  a  matter 
of  state,  so  that  warrants  wxre  sent  to    stay    tlic   ships,   and    to 
call  in  tiie  patent  ;  but,  upon  the  petition  of  the   ship-masters, 
alledging  how  bencheial  the  plantation  was,  they  were  released  : 
Mr.  Craddock,  however,  had  strict   charge   to    deliver   in   the 
pattcnt,  and  wrote  to  the  company  to  send  it  home  upon  receipt 
of  his  letter.     [July,  1634.]      The  governor  and  assistants  con- 
sulted about  it,  and  resolved  to  answer  Mr.  Craddock,    but   not 
to  return  any  answer  or  excuse  to  the  council  for  the  present*." 
On^he  death  of  the  duke  of  Buckiughavi^  Laud  became  thi; 
king's  prime  minister  in  all  affairs  of  both  church  and  state  ;  an  J^ 
on  the  death  of  Archbishop  Abbol,  lie  was  exalted  to  Ihe  sec  of 
Canfcrburj/.  Possessed  of  such  powers,  he  by  his  pliant  tools  ?;m(/c 
havock  of  the  church,  hauling  and  commilting  to  prison  conscien- 
tious ministers  and  laymen  who  would  not  bend  to  his  antiscriptu  - 
ral impositions  so  that  the  people  were  scattered  abroad  and  passed 
over  the  Atlantic  into  America,     lire  daily  inroads  of  the  courts 
on  the  civil  rights  of  the  subject,  helped  forward  the  emigration, 
Erom  the  beginning  of  the  colony,  until  the  emigration  ceased 
through  a  change  of  affairs  in  England,  [lG40.]  there  arrived  in 
298  vessels  about  21200  settlers  (men,  women  and  children)  or 
4000  families,  but  they  did  not  all  confine  themselves  to  the  Mas^ 
sackusctts,.     Notwithstanding  the  numbers  that  repaired  thither 
when  Josselyn  visited  Boston,  in  1638,  "  he   found  it   rather  a 
village  than  a  town,  there  being  not  above  20   or  30  houses.'*" 
These  settlers  were  no  less  strenuous  for   their   own  particular 
rights  and  prcvileges  than  the  Plymouthians.     When  the  gover- 
nor and  company  removed  from  London  to  the   Massachusetts^ 
they  renounced  the  appearance  of  a  corporation,  and   assumed 
the  form  of  a  commonwealth,  varying,  as  it  suited   theni,  from 
the  directions  of  the  charter.     1  he  change  of  place  and  circum- 
stances prevented  their  keeping  to  it  in  certain   instances,  tho' 
not  in  others  ;  but  they  could  easily  satisfy  themselves  as  to  any 
violations  ;  for  *'  they  apprehended  themselves  subject  to   no 
.•  other  laws  or  rules  of  government,  than  what  arose  trom  natural 
1.  reason  and  the  principles  of  equity,  except   any  positive   rules 
from  the  wordof  Godf."     Persons  of  influence    among   them 
held,  that  birth  was  no  neccssaiy  cause  of  subjection  ;  ror  that 
the  subject  of  any  prince  or  state,  had  a  natural  right  to  remove^ 
to  any  other  state  or  quarter  of  the   world,   v/hen   deprived   of 
liberty  of  conscience  ;  and  that  upon  such  removal  his  subjection- 
ceased.     I'hcy  called  their  own   a   voluntary  civil   subjection, 
*  Governor  Winthrop*3  MS.  Hlftory. 
t  liatchinfon'a  Leti^r  of  Dctcmbcr  7. 176a, 
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srismg  nierelv  from  a  miitual  compact  bctr^'cen  them  and  th« 
king,  founded  upon  the  charter.  By  this  compactthey  acknow- 
ledged themselves  bound  ;  so  that  they  could  not  be  subject  to  or 
seek  protection  from  any  other  prince,  neither  could  make  laws 
repugnant  to  tliose  of  Englandy  &c.  but,  on  the  other  hand^* 
they  maintained,  that  they  were  to  be  governed  by  laws  made  by 
themselves,  and  by  officers  of  their  oWn. electing*.  They  meant 
to  be  independent  of  English  parliaments  ;  and  therefore  when, 
tlreir  intimate  friends  were  become  leading  members  in  the  house 
of  commons,  and  they  were  advised,  on  account  of  the  great 
liberty  to  which  king  Charles  left  the  parliament,  to  sen«l  over 
some  to  solicit  for  them,  and  had  hopes  given  that  they  mighit 
obtain  much,,  the  governor  and.  assistants,  after  meeting  ia 
4:ouncii  upon  the  occasion,  "  declined  the  motion,  for  this  con- 
sideration, tliat,  if  they  should  put  themselves  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  parliament,  they  must  then  be  subject  to  all  such 
laws  as  they  sh::/uld  make,  or  at  least  such  as  they  might  impose 
.upon. them-,  in  which  course,  (though  they  should  intend  their 
good,  yet)  it  migh:  prove  very  prejudicial  to  themfo" 

Whaicver  approbation  such  sentiments  may  meet  with  from 
the  friends  of  liberty,  these  must  regret  the  inconsistencies  t© 
which  human  nature  is  subject,  in  those  very  persons  whose  ex- 
perience should  have  taught  them,  to  do  unto  others,  as  they 
would  tiiat  others  should  have  done  unto  them,  when  they  them.- 
selves  were  suffering  under  the  relentless  hand  of  arbitrary  go^ 
vernment.  But,  what  is  man  !  [May  18,  1631.]  So  early  as 
the  second  general  court  after  the  arrival  of  the  governor  and 
company,  instead  of  resolving  to  admit  all  the  suitable  and  de- 
servnig,  to  a  generous  participation  of  their  fuecdon,  -they  passed 
the  pernicious  and  disingenuous  order^  "  For  time  to  come  no 
iXLan  sliall  be  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  this  body  politic,  but 
such  as  are  members  of  some  of  the  churches,  within  the  limits 
of  the  samc:|:."  They  soon  after  concluded,  that  none  but  such 
should  shar-e  in  the  administration  of  civil  government,  or  have 
a  voice  in  any  election.  Thus  a  powerful  and  mischievotis  al- 
liance was  formed  between  the  churches  and  the  state.  The 
ascendency  of  the  clergy  was  secured  and  much  increased  ;  for 
no  one  could  be  proposed  to  the  church  for  a  member,  unless 
the  minister  allowed  it.  The  ministers  v>,-ere  consulted  by  the 
general  court,  in  all  matter  of  great  moment  ;  and  nothing  was 
determined  in  such  cases,  widiout  a  formal  reference  to  theni.j 

*  Huichinfon's  Hiflory,  Vo!.  I  p.  251  and  252. 
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who,  of  course,  used  their  influence  with  the  people  to  procure 
an  approbation  of  the  measures  which  they  themselvei;  had  ad- 
vised'^^; 

[May,  163  1-.]  Instead  of  tn.e  freemen's  appearing  personally 
in  the  general  court,  tliey  f(jr  llie  first  time  sent  deputies,  to  the 
number  of  twenty-four.  This  was  a  variiilion  from  tlie  charter 
which  gave  no  power  to  a-dmit  representatives.  'I'heso  witli  the 
governor,  deputy-governor,  and  as^sistants,  formed  the  legislature 
of  the  colony,  met  and  voted  together  in  one  apartment  tili 
March  1641-,  when  it  was  ordained,  that  the  governor  and  assist- 
ants, should  sit  iipart  :  and  thus  commenced  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, as  a  distinct  body. 

l"he  general  court  assumed  spiritual  jurisdiction.  Being  church 
members,  they  might  suppose  they  represented  the  churches  no» 
less  than  tJie  colony.  [March  8,  16:>6.]  They  w^ould  approve 
-of  no  churches,  after  a  certain  period,  unless  they  had  the  ap- 
probation of  the  magistrates  and  elders  of  most  of  the  churches 
within  the  colony  ;  nor  would  admit  to  freedom  any  of  tlieir 
members.  They  pressed  colonial  uniformity  in  religion,  till  they 
became  persecutorsf.  Whatever  apology  may  be  made  for  the 
treatment  given  to  episcopalians,  baptists  and  (luakers,  the  colony 
cannot  be  cleared  from  the  charge  of  persecuting  :  tnat  how- 
ever will  not  justify  those  who  persecute  with  leproaches  and 
ill-will  the  present  generation,  now  reprobating  the  intolerance 
of  their  forefathers,  wiiich  at  that  period  was,  more  or  less,  the 
stain  of  most  religious  parties.  "  it  w^as  not  peculiar  to  the 
Massachusetts  people  to  think  themselves  bound  in  conscience 
to  use  the  sword  of  the  civil  magistrate  to  convince,  or  cut  off 
heretics,  so  that  they  might  not  mfcct  the  church,  or  injure  the 
public  peacct."  The  true  grounds  of  liberty  of  conscience,  were 
not  then  known  or  embraced  by  many  sects  of  christians.  But 
remember,  that  the  Masi;achuselts-Baij  nov/  surpasses  the  mothcj^ 
country,  in  its  regard  for  the  sacred  and  civil  rights  of  mankind:. 
It  not  inly  exempts  those  of  otlier  denominations  from  paying 
to  the  support  of  its  own  colonial  establishments,  the  congrega- 
tional churches  ;  and  has  been  a  great  number  of  years  in  thi^ 
laudable  practice  ;  but  it  protects  all  protestants  without  requir- 
ing any  qualifying  subscriptions  or  tests,  and  excludes  none  by 
partial  laws  from  the  exercise  of  civil  power. 

The  government  was  in  divers  respects  absolute.  Roth  ma- 
gistrates and  general  court  often  judged  and  punished,  in  u 
summary  wayx,  wnthout  a  jury,  according  to  discretion,  as  occa- 

*  Hutchlnfon's  Hiftory.  Vol  I.  p    4-4« 
t  MalTachufetta  Records,  in  many  places, 
i  Mr,  John  Calender's  C?ntufy   Sermons 
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^ions  occurred.  It  was  four  years  before  it  was  enacted  or  or- 
<lered,  that  no  trial  should  pass  upon  any  for  life  or  banishment, 
but  by  a  jury  of  freemen  :  and  within  three  years  after,  [1637.] 
that  law  was  violated  even  by  the  general  cour^  They  exer- 
cised, \vhile  sitting,  legislative,  judicial  and  executive  powers — 
a  practice  which  must  ever  be  dangerous  to  the  r.^^^1ts  of  a  peo- 
ple, even  when  allowed  to  their  own  annual  repreo-jntatives* 

The  country  at  length  grew  uneasy  at   these   proceedings  ; 
were  suspicious  that  the  general  court  had  effected  arbitrary  go- 
vernment ;  and  earnestly  expected  a  body  of  laws  to  aid  and  pro- 
tect them  in  all  their  just  rights  and  previleges*.     It  was  the  more 
necessary  to  comply  with  the  prevailing  expectation,  for  the  busi- 
ness had  been  long  in  agitation  :  not  only  so,  but  a  great  majo- 
rity of  the  inhabitants  were  not  freemen  not  being  members  of  the 
congregational  churches,  or  declining  to  take  up  their  freedom.,  in 
order  to  secure    an  exemption  from  serving  in  civil  offices.     It 
was  not  till  1648  that  the  body  of  laws  was  digested  and  printed. 
The  conduct  of  the  colony  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  inveteracy 
of  the  English  administration  on  the  other,  would  certainly  have 
produced  a  revocation  of  the  charter,  and  probably  tlie   ruin  of 
the  plantation,  had  not  the  disturbances  in  England   prevented. 
It  became  a  favorite   upon  the  change  that  followed  them  ;  and 
while  Oliver  Cromwell  ruled,  met  with  the  utmost  indulgence. 
From  1640  to  1660  it  approached  very  near  to  an  independent 
commonwealthf.     The  house  of  commons  in  a  memorable  re- 
solve of  the  10th  of  March  1642,  passed  in  favour   of  it,  gives 
^'^eW'Eugland  the  title  of  kuigdomX,     The   commissioners   for 
New-England,  sent  over  by  king  Charles  II.  assert  in  their  nar- 
xative§,  that  the  colony  solicited  Cromwell  to  be  declared  a  free 
state,  which  is  not  unlikely. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  all  the  persons  passing 
over  to  the  Massachusetts  did  not  confine  themselves  to  that 
colony. 

[1635.]  Several  families  removed  to  Connecticut  river,  by- 
mutual  agreement  with  their  fellow  emigrants  that  remained 
behind.  Plantations  were  formed  at  Hartford,  Windsor  and 
Weathersfield.  The  inhabitants  being  soon  after  fully  satisfied, 
that  they  were  out  of  the  Massachusetts  limits,  and  of  course 
jurisdiction,  entered  into  a  combination  among  themselves, 
[1639.]  became  a  body  politic,  without  restraining  the  freedom 
of  their  civil  government  to  the  membership  of  their  churches  ; 
and  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  magistrates  and  representatives. 

*  MalTachufetts  Recordi  for  the  4th  of  November,  1646,  Vol.  I, 

t  Hutchinfon'8  Hiltory,  Vol.  II.  p,  7.  «ncl  4}        ±  xW^  Vol,  I,  p.  I15, 

§  Ilutchinfcn'*  Co!le^i(?»,  p.  4»9. 
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•By  the  avUck-s  of  government,  it  was  determined  that  there 
should  be  annually  two  general  eourts  ;  and  that  no  person  should 
i)e  chosen  govenior  nioie  tlian  once  in  two  vcars.  But  it  must 
'be  observed,  that  the  same  year,  in  which  the  families  removed 
from  the  Massachusetts,  \.o\:&s  Saydu&  Brooke,  with  other  gen -« 
tlemen,  having  obtained  a  grant,  John  \Vinthrop,  esq.  was  ap- 
pointed governor,  took  possission  of  Connecticut  river,  and 
'beo-an  to  erect  a  fort  (which  he  called  Say-Brooke)  to  iccure 
tlie  mouth  of  it.  He  was  supplied  with  men,  provisions,  and 
all  things  necessary  by  a  vessel  from  England,  sent  by  the 
grantees,  which  arrived  the  latter  end  of  November.  Some  of 
the  grantees  had  in  contemplation  to  transport  themselves,  fa- 
milies and  efibcts,  to  the  territory  they  liad  obtained  ;  but  the 
'design  of  emigrating  was  laid  aside,  when  matters  began  to  take 
a  new  turn  in  their  native  country  ;  and  at  length  the  agent  Mr. 
Fcnwick^  was  authorized  to  dispose  of  their  lands,  which  were 
purchased,  in  1644,  by  the  people  who  had  removed  from  the 
Massachusetts. 

[1637.]  Two  large  ships  arrived  at  the  Massachzisctls-Bai/ 
with  passengers  from  London.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  prevail 
iipon  them  to  remain  in  the  colony  ;  but  they  hoped  by  removing 
t^ii  considerable  distance,  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  a  general 
govemor,  with  whom  the  country  was  then  tln'catened.  They 
sent  to  their  friends  in  Connecticut  to  purchase  of  the  natives  the 
lands  laying  between  them  and  Hudson's  river.  They  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  flourishing  colony,  of  which  Nea^'-IIavoiwds  the 
•cj^ital.  They,  as  Connecticut,  formed  a  government,  much 
like  the  Massachusetts,  by  a  voluntary  agreement,  without  any 
charter,  or  commission,  or  autJiority  whatsoever^  from  the  crown 
or  other  powers  in  England.  They  admitted  no  one  to  any  office 
civil  or  military,  or  to  have  a  voice  in  any  election,  except  he 
was  a  member  of  one  of  the  churches  in  New-England.  They 
had  no  jury  cither  in  civil  or  criminal  cases. 

Connecticut  and  New-Haven  continued  two  distinct  colonies 
for  many  years.  At  length  the  general  court  of  Connecticut 
determined  to  prefer  an  address  and  petition  to  Charles  IL  pro- 
fessing their  subjection  and  loyalty  to  his  majesty,  and  soliciting 
a  royal  charter  ;  and  John  Winthrop,  esq.  who  had  been  cho- 
sen governor,  was  appointed  to  ncgociate  the  affair  with  the 
king.  He  succeeded,  and  a  royal  charter  was  obtained,  April 
23,  1662,  constituting  the  two  colonies  forever  one  body 
corporate  and  poUtic.  New-Haven  took  the  affair  ill ;  and  for 
some  time  declined  tiie  union.  But  difficulties  were  amicably 
settled  at  last,  and  the  colonies  united  by  agreement.     [1663.1 
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The  royal  cliarter  established  a  pure  democracy.^  Every 
power^  as  well  dciiberative  as  active,  was  invested  in  the  free- 
men of  the  corporation  or  their  delegates,  and  the  colony  was 
under  no  obligation  to  communicate  the  acts  of  their  Iccal  le- 
gislature to  the  king.  It  was  the  same  as  tcf  the  rcyal  charter, 
granted  the  next  year  to  Rhode- Island  and  Froxidcncc  Planta- 
iions.^ 

[1685.]  In  July  various  articles  of  high  misdemeanor  were 
exhibited  against  the  governor  and  company  of  Connecticut, 
and  orders  were  given  to  issue  a  writ  of  quo  -a'arranto  forthwith 
against  the  colony.  The  next  year  two  writs  were  served  by 
Mr.  Ilandj)lph  ;  and  after  them  a  third  in  December.  This  is^ 
taken  notice  of  by  the  governor  and  company  in  their  letter  of 
Jan.  26,  1686-7,  wherein  they  mention  their  readiness  to  sub- 
mit to  his  majesty's  royal  commands  ;  and  that,  "  if  it  be  to 
conjoin  them  with  the  other  colonies  and  provinces  under  Sir 
Edmund  Jndros,  it  would  be  miore  pleasing  than  to  be  joined 
with  any  other  province."  Such  professed  submission  probably 
prevented  the  quo  zi:a)Tanto's  being  prosecuted  with  effect;  and 
produced  an  order  to  Andros  to  accept  the  surrender  of  the 
charter  and  the  submission  of  the  colony.  Sir  Edmond  went  to 
Hartford  in  October  ,;  but  when  at  night  he  expected  the  charter 
vvould  have  been  surrendered  into  his  hands,  the  candle  was 
blown  out,  and  the  charter  withdrawn  from  the  table,  carried  off 
.and  secreted  by  one  of  the  company  :  whose  extraordinary  ser- 
vice was  afterwards  rewarded  by  the  general  asseiiibly  with  fve- 
shillings,  agreeable  to  the  plain  simple  manners  cf  the  people. 
He  however  pubUshed  in  the  general  court  his  orders  and  co:i.~ 
mission  which  every  one  tacitly  obeyed.  He  dissolved  the 
former  government,  and  assumed  the  administration,  receiving- 
into  his  legislative  council  the  late  governor  and  secretary,  for 
the  better  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  colony.  The  subse- 
quent revolution  in  England  brought  matters  back,  after  a 
while  to  the  former  course  ;  as  the  legal  vaUdity  of  the  charter 
was  admitted. 

The  peopling  of  these  three  last  colonies  was  Ouing  chiefly 
to  the  Puritan  Ministers,  who,  being  silenced  at  home,  repair- 
ed to  Neiz'-EnglandyilvaX.  they  might  enjoy  liberty  of  conscience  ; 
and  drew  after  them  vast  numbers  of  their  friends  and  favorers. 
They  amounted  to  seventy-seven  before  1641  ;  and  though  ali 
were  not  person  of  the  greatets  learning  and  abilities,  they  had 
a  better  share  of  each  than  most  of  sheir  neighbouring  clergy 
at  that  period  ;  and  w^ere  men  of  eminent  soberiety  and  virtue, 
*  Chftlni«r's?pliiiMl  Annals,  under  Ccnnc^icut  andRiiode-lfland. 
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plain,  serious,  affectionate  preachers,  exactly  conformable  i<y 
the  doctrines  of  the  church  yf  Eni^lmul,  and  labourcdmuch  to 
•proinate  a  reformation  of  manners  in  their  several  parishes. — 
Many  planters  who  accom]>ained  or  followed  Uicm,  were  gen- 
tlemen of  considerabie  fortunes  and  of  no  mean  cJ.ucation,  who 
^pent  fhcir  estates  in  New-Knghuid,  and  were  at  the  charge  of 
bringing  over  many  poor  families,  that  were  not  able  of  them^ 
selves  to  bear  the  expencc.*  'I'he  body  of  laity  and  clergy,  col- 
lectively considered,  furnishes  such  a  glorious  constellation  of 
characters,  as  would  employ  the  pen  of  a  iirst-ratfc  writer  to  do 
them  justice  ;  notwithstanding  what  has  been  above  remarked 
of  tlieir  governmental  mistake. 

'flic  dangers  to  which  tlie  Nc'X-Enii:land  colonics  were  early 
exposed,  induced  them  to  think  of  confederating  for  their  mutual 
•siifety.  Articles  were  drawn  up  in  1638;  but  they  v/ere  not 
■^nislicd  and  ratified,  till  the  seventh  of  ^September  1643  ;  from 
'which  time  VvX  are  to  look  upon  F(>^moufh,  AhrysactiuscitSy  Con- 
72ecticul  and  Ncw-IIaven  as  one  body,  in  regard  to  all  public 
transactions  with  their  neighbours,  though  the  private  affairs 
of  each  colony  were  still  managed-  by  their- ov/n  courts  and  ma- 
gistrates. 

Pass  wc  on  to  thc-secdement  of  the  ctlier  Nc-'x-En gland' cg^ 
lonies. 

M'^r  Roger  mUlariis,  who  succeeded  Mr.  SkdtGn,  upon  his 
decease,  as  pastor  of  the  church  at  Salem,  being  _  banished  from 
^he  Massachusetts,  repaired  Vv^ith  twelve  com.panions  to  the  Nar-- 
ragansef<^OMntvj,  [1635]  and  had  land  given  him  by  ti:ie  Indian 
Sachem  Canonicm]  of  whom  he  afterwards  purchased  the  large 
tract,  lying  between  Pawmcket  and  Pdziiu^retr  iWeis  (the  gi-eat 
falls  aiid  the  httle  falls,  as  the  Indian  names  signify,)  and  stiied 
hProvidaice  "from  a  sense  of  God's  merciful  prc^vi-dence  to 
him  in  his  distress."  The  authority  and  power  of  MiarJowmj/; 
another  Sachem,  and  his  uncle  Gauonicus^  awed  all  the  Indians 
round  to  assist  him  and  his-  few  associates.  \^'hen  the  determi- 
nations of  the  Massachusetts  general  court  (occasioned,  by  what 
they  called  antinomi^an'  disputes)  banished  many>  and  induced 
others  to  leave  the  colony,  the dieads  of  the- party  were  enter- 
tained in  a  friendly  manner  by  yix.Wiiliains ;  [1638.]  who 
•advised  them  to  seek  a  settlement  on  iiVior/^v/^'/^^ri/,  and  v/as  very 
instrumental  in  procuring  it  of  the  Indian  Sachems. 

They,  to  the' number  of  eighteen,  incorporated  them.selvcr., 
and  began  settling  the  island.  The  plantations  there  and  at  Pro- 
vidence increased  apace,  ov/ing  to  the  libercl  sentiments  of  the 
iirst  settlers ;  and  in  1G43  Mr.  IVilUams  went  to  England  as  agent. 

*  Neal'8 1-liOory  of  Neiv^Un^hirJ,  Vol,  I.  p.  214—217. 
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and  obtained  [March  16,  1644.]  "  a  free  and  absolute  charter  of 
incorporation  of  Providence  and  RJiode^Islavd  Plantations,  em- 
powering them  to  rule  themselves,  by  that  form  they  might  vo«  , 
luntarily  iJgree  upon."     They  agreed  upon  a  democratic.     Mr, 
Williams ]\ist\j  claims  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first  legislator 
in  the  world,  in  its  latter  ages,  who  effectually  provided  for, 
and  established  a  free,  full,  and  absolute  liberty  of  conscience.. 
This  was  the  chief  cause  that  united  the  inhabitants  of  Rhode^ 
Island  divA  those  oi  Pro-vidence,  and  made  them  one  people,  and 
one  colony,    -The  foundation  principle   on  which    this  colony 
was  first  settled,  was,  that   '■'  every  man  who  submits  peaceable/  to 
the  civil  authority  J  may  peaceabli/  worship  God  according  to  the 
tlictates  of  his  own  conscience^  without  molestation.'''     IVhen  the 
colony  w^as  applied  to  in  1656  by  the  four  U^iiied  Colonies  "to 
join  them  in  taking  effectual  methods  to  suppress  the  quakers,. 
and  prevent  their  pernicious  doctrines  being  propagated  in  the 
country  ;  the  assembly  returned  for  answer  "  We  shall  strictly . 
iidhere  to  the  foundation  principle  on  which  this  colony  was- 
first  settled." 

[Julys,  1663.  J  King  Charles  II.  granted  an  ample  charter^, 
whereby  the  colony  w^as  made  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by 
the  name  of  the  GovernoY  and  Company  of  the  English  colony  of' 
Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  Ncxc-Evgland,  in 
America.  The  charter  reserved  only  allegiance  to  the  king  with- 
out the  sm.allest  share  of  the  legislative  or  executive  powers. 

[1683.]  A  writ  of  ^wo  warranto  was  issued  out  against  the 
colony,  which  w^as  brought  June  26,  1686.  The  assembly  de- 
termined not  to  stand  suit.  After  the  revolution,  they  were  al- 
lowed by  government  to  resume  their  charter,  no  judgment 
having  been  given  against  it. 

New-Hampshire  and  the  Main  were  settled  about  the  sam.e  time 
with  the  Massachusetts,  by  different  proprietors  who  had  obtain- 
ed patents,  and  whose  views  were  to  enrich  themselves,  by  the 
fishing  trade  at  sea,  and  the  beaver  trade  ashore.  Religion  had 
little  concern  in  the  settlements  ;  but  it  had  some  in  the  planta-r 
tion  of  Exeter,  on  the  river  Pascataqua  ;  which  was  began  by 
Mr.  Wheelwright  (a  minister  banished  from  tlie  Massachusetts, 
on  account  of  the  antinomian  dissensions  v/iih  v/hich  the  colony 
was  convulsed)  and  by  a  number  of  his  adherents.  They  form- 
ed themselves  into  a  body  politic.  Three  other  distinct  govern- 
ments were  also  established  on  the  branches  of  the  said  river. 
These  governments,  being  altogether  voluntary,  had  no  security 
as  to  their  continuance  ;  and  the  several  settlers  were  too  dividcti 
in  opinion  to  form  any  good  general  plan  of  permanent  admi^ 
jiistraticn.    Therefore  the  more  considerate  among  them  treated 

with 
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with  the  Miissachnsctts,  about  taking-  tjicm  under  its  protection; 
which  fully  suited  the  wii-hes  of  that  colony,  as  it  aHorded  the 
^  heads  of  it  the  opportunity  of  realizing  the  construction  they  had 
])ut  upon  a  clause  of  this  charter,  by  which  they  extended  their 
line,  so  as  to  comprehend  both  Nav-llampskirc  and  tlie  Main. 
The  business  terminated  in  the  incorporation  of  the  lv/o  colonies, 
on  condition  that  the  inhabitants  of  each  should  enjoy  equal  pri- 
vileges. They  continued  long  united,  and  were  of  one  heart 
and  mind  in  civil  and  religious  affairs/'^-  \V  lien  separated  by  the 
king's  commission  for  the  government  of  Ncw-Hcnnpshire,  the 
new  assembly  at  their  first  meeting,  in  a  letter  of  March  25,1680, 
to  the  governor  of  the  Massachusetts,  to  be  communicated  to 
the  general  court,  expressed  their  full  satisfaction  in  the  past  con- 
nection ;  grateful  sense  of  the  care  that  had  been  exercised  over 
them  ;  and  of  their  having  been  well  governed  ;  and  an  unfeign- 
ed desire,  that  a  mutual  corresponderice  beLwecn  them  mighii 
be  settled. t 

The  tO'.vns  in  the  provhice  of  Main,  after  a  time,  M\  into  a 
state  of  confusion.  'J 'he  Massachusetts  took  that  opportunity, 
for  encouraging  the  disposition  Vv^hich  prevailed  in  many  of  the 
inhabitants  to  submit  to  their  jurisdiction  ;  and,  to  forward  their 
compliance,  granted  the  people  larger  privileges  than  were  en.- 
joyed  by  their  own;  for  they  were  all  freemen  upon  taking  the 
oath,  whereas  every  where  else  no  one  could  be  made  free,  un- 
less he  was  a  church  member.  The  province  was  made  a  coun- 
ty, by  the  name  oi' Forks/tire ;  and  the  towns  sent  representatives 
to  the  general  court  at  Boston.  Though  the  major  part  of  the 
inhabitants  were  brought  to  consent  to  this  regulation,  great  op^ 
position  was  made  by  some  principal  persons,  who  severely  re- 
proached the  Massadiusetts,  for  using  force  in  order  to  reduce 
the  province  :  but  the  people  experienced  the  benefit  of  it,  and 
weye  contented.  They  continued  in  union  with  the  Massachu- 
seits  until  166  5,  when  a  short  separation  commenced . 

You  have  now  a  sketch  of  the  settlement  of  all  Xnv- En  gland. 
It  v/ouldhave  been  far  more  concise,  had  it  not  been  necessary, 
to  correct  the  mistakes  frequently  committed,  by  those  who  pub- 
iish  on  the  subject ;  and  to  remove  tlie  reproaches  cast  unonthe 
bulk  of  the  inhabitants,  on  account  of  their  religious  profession. 
Whether  there  v/as  any  material  difference  between  them  and^ 
tlie  other  colonies,  in  regard  to  the  opinion  they  entertained  or" 
tiieir  civil  rights,  you  will  be  able  to  observe  in  the  course  of 
your  reading.  Their  j  udgment  in  respect  to  the  exercise  of  par- 
liamentary   powers  over  them,  may  be  furtlicr  known  by  what 

•   liutchinfon's  liiHorv.    Vol,  L  p.  26S.  t  Ibid.  p.  32S- 
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Randolph  wrote  concerning  the  ivIassacliuselLS,  in  his  narrativer 
and  letters,  after  the  restoration;  froiyi  whence  "  it  seems  lo  have 
been  a  general  opinioR  that  acts  of  partiament  had  no  other  forces 
'than  what  tlwij  derived  from  acts  passed  bxj  the  general  court  to 
establish  or  cofijirm  them,'^ 

[1G7'3.]  Randolph  declared,  *'  No  law  is  in  force  or  esteem 
there,  but  such  as  are  made  by  the  general  court  ;  and  therefore 
it  is  acco-iinted  a  breach  of  their  privileges,  and  a  betraying  the 
hbertics  of  the  commomvealth  to  urge  the  observation  of  the 
Jaws  of  England.'' — "  No  oath  shall  be  urged,  or  required  to  be 
taken  by  any  person,  but  such  oath  as  the  general  court  hath 
<!onsidercd,  aliovvcd  and  required." — "  there  is  no  notice  taken 
■otthe  act  of  navigation,  plantation,  or  any  other  laws  made  in 
J'yngland  for  the  regulation  of  trade." — "  All  nations  have  free 
iiberty  to  come  into  their  paits,  and  vend  their  commodities 
■Jvithout  any  restraint ;  in  tliis  as  well  as  in  other  things,  that 
government  vrould  make  the  world  believe  they  are  a  free  statc^ 
and  do  act  in  ail  matters  accordingly." — "  The  magistrates  have 
continually  disobeyed  his  majesty's  comimand  in  his  royal  letters^ 
of  1662,  61-,  <5.5,  and  those  of  March  last  ;  ever  reserving  to 
themselves  a  power  to  alter,  evade  and  disannul  any  law  or  com- 
mand not  agreeii«g  with  their  humour,  or  the  absolute  authority 
ot  their  government,  acknov/iedging  no  superior." — "  He  (the 
governor)  fi-eely  declared  to  me,  that  the  laws  made  by  your 
majesty  and  your  parliament  obligeth  them  in  nothing,  but  what 
consists  with  the  interest  of  the  colony  ;  that  the  legislative 
power  is  and  abides  in  them  sqIcIi/J^ 

llie  Massachusetts  general  court,  in  a  letter  to  their  agents,. 
mentioned,  that  not  being  represented  in  parliament,  they  looked 
not  upon  themselves  to  be  impeded  in  their  trade  by  the  acts  of 
trade  and  navigation,  and  that  these  could  not  be  observed  Ijy 
his  majesty's  subjects  in  Massachusetts  Vv^ithout  invading  their 
liberties  and  properties,  until  the  general  court  made  provision 
Iherei?!  by  a  law,  which  they  did  in  October.  Notwithstanding 
such  law,  and  a  subsequent 'order,  Feb.  15,  16S1,  "  that  the  act 
of  navigation  and  the  act  for  the  encoiu-agemcnt  of  trade,  be 
puMished  in  Boston  by  beat  of  drum,  and  ail  clauses  in  said  acts 
relating  to  the  plantation  be  strictly  observed."  Jiandclphcoiv.- 
plained  to  the  commissioners  of  the  customs  in  England,  because 
of  their  not  being  duly  observed.  When  the  people  found 
ihemseives  in  danger  of  a  quo  warranto,  they  agreed  upon  such 

Se?HutcI>!nrun*3  co"ei£\Inn  of  papers,  p.  47  7— 506,  TIip  M.ir.;cluifr{»« 
:»fr..rnbiV  111  their  anfwtr  to  Gov.  Hu'chii-.tun  in  1773,  qtiottd  the  above  paf- 
iages  JR  fuch  a  manner  and  to  luch  a  purpofe^  2s  cxprcfT-rs  thtir  opinion  of  the 
iri^th  of  \v\ii\  R'.niioipb  dsclarcJ. 

emendations 


A,V.\^:\C.^  AMERICAN  RLVOLUTION.  Jj 

Cinendalions  of  their  act:,  of  lr:i Jc,  as  to  make  thcju  accorJ  'u\  al-I 
tilings  with  the  laws  of  England.  But  it  was  too  late.  A  qtii^ 
warrdnto  was  sent  theiu,  and  brought  by  Itandolplij  Nov.  3, 
ICS.j  ;'  and  tht:  ncjct  year  a  writ  of  i'cire  Jiciia  was  prosecuted 
in  the  court  of  chancery  agahist  the  governor  and  company,  and 
judgment  given,  tliat  tlic  charLcr  should  be  annihilai.v;d.  Consi- 
dering the  temper  o^  Charles  \{.  ii  is  rather  malter  uf  astonish- 
ment, that  the  sentiments  and  conduct  of  the  Massacliusetls  go- 
vernment did  not  })rovoke  hhii  to  vacate  the  charter  much  soon- 
er, Hovvever  nwrtifying,  yet  it  woultl  Iiave  been  more  pru^ 
dent,  to  have  declined  contending  wi-th  the  ki^g,  v/hen  thcv 
knew  that  they  must  be  vantjuished,  tlian  virtually  to  bid  him  de- 
liance.  Such  submission  might  not  have  saved  them  from  the 
arbitrary  government  tiiat  followed,  but  could  have  been  of  no 
disservice,  had  there  not  been  a  subsequent  revolution :  tlia': 
.event  taking  place,  it  w^ould  have  been  extremely  beneiicial. 
'j^'hey  might  have  been  allowed  to  resume  tlieu'  charter,  nearly, 
if  not  wholly. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  southward,  let  it  be  noted',  that  in 
l67i2,  the  English  parUament  enacted  by  law,  "  That  if  any  vcs- 
'sel,  which  by  law  may  trade  in  the  plantations,  shall  take  oij 
board  any  enumerated  commodities,  and  a  bond  shall  not  hav-j 
been  given  with  sufficient  security  to  unlade  them  in  England, 
there  shall  be  rendered  to  his  majesty,  for  sugars,  t-obacco,  gin- 
ger, cocoa  nut,  indigo,  logwood,  fustic,  cotton  wool,  the  scve^ 
ral  duties  mentioned  in  the  law^,  to  be  paid  in  such  places  in  the 
plantations,  and  to  such  oh^iccrs  as  shall  be  appointed  to  collect 
the  same  :  and  for  their  better  collection,  it  is  enactad,.  that  tiie 
whole  business  shah  be  managed,  and  the  imposts  be  levied  bv 
officers  appointed  by  the  commissioners  of  the'  customs  in  Eng'^ 
land."  This  is  the  first  act  that  imposed  customs  on  the  colo- 
rdes  alone,  to  be  regularly  collected  by  colonial  revenue  ofjicers. 
Hut  the  best  affected  colonies^  Barbadoes,  Virginia  and  I\iary- 
iand,  considering  the  laws  of  trade  either  as  inconsistciit  w^ith 
their  privileges,  or  destructive  to  their  infant  commerce,  hesi- 
tated  to  obey,  or  elude  the  provisions  of  the  laws;  and  trafficked 
without  restraint,  wherever  hope  of  gain,  directed  their  navigate 
ors.  Charles  II.  reprimanded  them,  and  his  successors  gave 
standing  instructions  upon  the  head,  but  wdthout  efrect.^* 

Governor  Niclwhon  of  Maryland  wrote  to  the  b.;ard  of  trace, 
August  16,  169S,  "  I  have  observed  that  a  great  many  people  in 
all  these  provinces  and  colonies,  especially  in  those  'under  pro- 
prietaries,  and  the  two  otliers  under  Connecticut  and  Rhcdc- 

*  Cha'msn'g  Pdltkal  Ac:^;I?;  p,  313. 
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Island,  think  that  no  lav/  of  England  ought  to  be  in  force^  and 
binding  to  them  v/ithout  their  own  consent ;  for  they  foolishly 
say,  they  have  no  representatives  sent  from  themselves  to  the 
parliament  of  England  ;  and  they  look  upon  all  laws  made  in 
England,  that  put^any  restraint  upon  them,  to  be  great  hard- 
ships." These  were  the  colonial  sentiments  two  years  after 
passijig  the  famous  declaratory  act  of  Willian  and  Mary,  which 
voQ  wfll  find  mentioned  below.  Moiyneux's  Case  of  Ireland) 
asserting  openly  the  same  doctrines,  was  iirst  published  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1697-8. 

The  colony  of  Ncrv-Fork  demands  our  next  attention.  The 
Dutch  had  settled,  and  named  it  Va(^  New-Netherlands.  Charles 
II.  resolved  upon  its  conquest  in  1664,  and  in  March  granted 
to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  the  region  extending  from  the 
v/estern  banks  of  Connecticut  to  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Dela- 
warc,  together  with  Long -I si  and,  conferring  on  him  the  civil 
and  military  powers  of  government.  Colonel  Nichols  was  sent 
Vv-ith  four  frigates  and  three  hundred  soldiers  to  effect  the  business. 
The  Dutch  governor  being  unable  to  make  resistance,  the  New- 
Ketherlands  submitted  to  the  English  crown,  in  September, 
without  any  other  change  than  of  rulers.  Few  of  the  Dutch 
removed ;  and  Nichols  instantly  entered  upon  the  exercise  of  his 
power,  as  deputy  governor  of  the  duke  of  York,  the  proprietary* 

In  July,  1673,  the  Dutch  repossessed  themselves  of  the  pro- 
vince, by  attacking  it  suddenly  when  in  a  defenceless  state.  By 
the  peace  in  February  following  it  was  restored.  The  validity 
of  the  grant,  while  the  Dutch  were  in  quiet  possession  having 
been  questioned,  the  duke  of  York  thought  it  prudent  to  obtain 
a  new  one  the  following  June,  and  Edmund  ^^  ndros  hayinghQen 
appointed  governor,  the  Dutch  resigned  their  authority  to  him 
in  October.  Thus  was  New-York  regained  ;  but  the  inhabit- 
ants were  again  enslaved  to  the  will  of  the  conqueror  •  for,  be- 
ing admitted  to  no  share  in  the  legislature,  they  were  subject  to 
laws  to  which  they  had  never  assented. 

[1681.]  lobe  relieved  from  a  servitude  that  had  degraded 
the  colony,  and  nov/  gave  dissatisfaction  to  every  one,  the  coun- 
cil, the  court  of  assizes,  and  the  corporation  of  New- York,  con- 
curred in  soliciting  the  duke,  "  to  permit  the  people  to  partici- 
pate in  the  legislative  power."  The  duke,  though  strongly  pre- 
judiced against  democratic  assemblies,  yet  in  expectation  that  the 
inhabitants  would  agree  to  raise  money  to  discharge  tiic  public 
debts,  and  to  settle  such  a  fund  for  the  future  as  might  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  maintenance  of  the  government  and  garrison,  in- 
formed the  lieutenant-governor,  in  1682,  that  "  he  intended  to 
establish  the  sam.e  frame  of  government  as  the  other  plantations 
enjoyed;  particularly  in  the  ch<;>osing  of  an  assembly.''        Mr. 
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'^  Mr.  Dongan  was  appointed  governor  in  September,  and  in- 
structed to  call  an  assembly,  to  consist  ot'a  council  of  ten,  and  of 
a  bouse  of  representatives,  chosen  by  the  freeholders,  of  the 
number  of  eighteen  members.  The  assembly  was  empowered 
to  make  laws  for  the  people,  agreeable  to  the  general  jurispru- 
dence of  the  state  of  England,  which  should  be  of  no  force, 
however,  without  tlie  ratilication  of  the  proprietary.  "  I'hus 
the  inhabitants  of  New-York,  after  being  ruled  almost  twenty 
years  at  the  will  of  tlie  duke's  deputies,  were  fu^t  admitted  tc3 
participate  in  the  legislative  power." 

[l683.]  An  assembly  was  called  on  governor  Dongan's 
arrival,  which  passed  an  act  of  general  naturalization,  in  ordcn 
to  give  equal  privileges  to  the  various  kinds  of  people  then  in- 
liabiting  the  province ;  together  with  an  act  *'  declaring  the 
Hberties  of  the  people  ;"  as  also  one  "  for  defraying  the  requi- 
"Site  charges  of  government  for  a  hmitted  time."  'I'he  legislatures 
was  convened  once  more  in  August  1684,  when  it  explained 
the  last  act.  These  seem  to  have  been  the  only  assemblies 
called  prior  to  the  revolution. 

W^hen  the  duke  became  king  of  England,  lie  refused  to  con- 
firm that  grant  of  privileges  to  which,  as  duke,  he  had  agreed. 
He  festabhshed  a  real  tyranny,  and  reduced  New- York  once 
more  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  a  conquered  province. 

Kezc-Jcrsaj/,  which  vvras  also  taken  from  the  Dutch  (v/ho  were 
considered  as  having  no  right  to  any  oftheir  settlements  in  these 
parts  of  America)  was  included  in  the  grant  to  the  dulvc  of  York. 
'J 'he  duke  disposed  of  it  to  lord  Berke/j/ mid  Sir  George  Carteret 
who,  being  sole  proprietors,  for  the  better  settlement  of  it^ 
'igreed  [16G1<.]  upon  certain  constitutions  of  government,  so 
well  relished,  that  the  eastern  parts  v/ere  soon  considerably 
peopled.  One  of  the  stipulations  was,  '*  no  qualitied  person,  at 
any  time,  shall  be  any  ways  molested,  punished,  disquieted,  or 
called  into  question,  for  any  difference  in  opinion  or  practice  in 
matters  of  religious  concernments,  who  does  not  acturally  disturb 
the  civil  peace  of  the  province  ;  but  ail  and  every  such  person 
and  pei-sohs,  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times,  freely 
and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  judgments  and  consciences 
in  matters  of  religion,  they  behaving  themselves  peaceably  and 
<5uietly,  and  not  using  this  liberty  to  licentiousness,  nor  to  the 
civil  injury  or  outward  disturbance  of  others ;  anjj  laW;  statute,, 
or  clause  contained^  or  to  be  contained,  usage  or  custom  oj  the 
realm  of  England,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anjj  wise  notivith- 
standing.'"^-     The  lords  proprietors  further  agreed,  **  for  the 

*  SmitVe  Hiftory  of  New  Jrrfey,  p.  513, 
Vol.  I.  F  better 
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"better  security  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  province — ^That  tlieT/ 
are  ?iot  to  impose^  nor  suffer  to  be  imposed,  anij  tax^ 
custom^  subsidy,  tallage,  assessment,  or  amj  other  duty  tdiatsoe^ver, 
■upon  any  colour  or  preteiice,  upon  the  said  province  and  inhabit^ 
ants  thereof,  other  than  what  shall  he  imposed  by  the  authority  and 
consent  of  the  general  assembly  T'^'  What  can  more  strongly  ex- 
press the  then  opinion  of  Lord  Berkelydwd  Sir  George  Carteret,  as 
10  the  parliaments  having  no  right  to  tax  the  inhabitants  of  the 
province,  possessed  by  them  as  lords  proprietors  ! 

[1674.]  Lord  Berkelij  sold  his  moiety  of  the  province  to 
John  Fenwick,  in  trust  for  Edward  Byllinge  and  his  assigns. — 
After  which  the  proprietors,  E.  Byllinge,  IViUiam  Fenn,  Gawen 
Lawrie,  Nicholas  Lucas,  and  Edmund  Warner,  of  the  quaker 
persuasion,  agreed  with  Sir  George  Carteret  [1676.]  upon  a  di- 
vision ;  and  that  his  moiety  should  be  called  New  East-Jersey  ; 
and  theirs  New  West-Jersey.  The  agreement  respecting  the  not 
imposing  or  suffering  to  he  imposed  any  tax,  bkc.  was  adopted :  the 
other  stipulation  is  worded  somewhat  differently — "No  nian,. 
iior  number  of  men  upon  earth,  hath  power  or  authority  to  rule 
over  men's  conscience  in  religious  matters  ;  therefore  it  is  con- 
sented, agreed  and  ordained,  that  no  person  or  persons  whatso- 
ever, within  the  province,  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,  shall 
be  any  ways,  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  called  in  question^ 
or  in  the  least  punished  or  hurt,  either  in  person,  estate  or  pri-^ 
vilege,  for  the  sake  of  his  opinion,  judgment,  faith  or  worship 
towards  God  in  matters  of  religion  ;  but  that  all  and  every  suck 
person  and  persons,  may  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times, 
freely  and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  judgments,  and  the 
exercise  of  their  consciences,  in  matters  of  religious  worship,, 
throughout  all  the  province. "f  It  was  also  agreed,  "  that  ail 
elections  be  not  determined  by  the  common  and  confused  way  of 
cries  and  voices  ;  but  by  putting  balls  into  balloting  boxes,  to 
be  provided  for  that  purpose,  for  the  prevention  of  all  partiality  v. 
and  whereby  every  man  may  freely  choose  according  to  his  own 
judgment  and  honest  intention. "J 

Soon  after,  many  quakers  resorted  to  West-Jersey  from 
England,  and  the  country  filled  apace.  But  the  people  early- 
experienced  the  dreadful  effects  of  arbitrary  power.  Major  An-^ 
dros  the  governor  of  New-York,  imposed  10  per  cent,  on  all 
goods  imported  at  the  i/oar-A77/,§  and  demanded  5  percent,  of  the 

*  Smith's  Hiftory  of  NflW-Jerfey,  p.  517. 
t  ibid.  p.  5a8— 5Z9.  t  '^'t^-  5Z(i' 

§  Corrupted  by  time  into  Whore-Kill.     The  name  of  many  rivers,  m 
Ktw.  York  partolarly  terminate  with  kill,  ^hitb  m?»ai  bQ^liriYcr  and  rivulet. 
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settlers  at  arrival  or  afterwards,  though  neither  West- Jersey,  nc- 
the  lloav-kilU  was  legally  iinclcr  his  jurisdiction.  They  com- 
plained of  the  hardship  from  the  first,  but  horo  it  patiently,  till 
about  1(380,  when  application  was  made  to  the  duke  of  York, 
who  referred  the  matter  to  the  couneil,  where  it  rested  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  then  was  reported  in  their  favour,  and 
the  duty  ordered  to  be  discontinued.  Among  the  arguments 
used  by  ?vlessrs..  William  Penu,  George  Iliiteliinson  and  otliers, 
chiefly  if  not  all  quakers,  in  the  paper  pjcsented  to  the  duke's 
commissioners,  were  tht'se,  *'  Powers  of  government  arc  ex- 
pressly granted,  in  the  eenvcyance  lord  Berkely  made  us;  fo-: 
that  only  could  have  induced  us  to  buy  it ;  and  the  reason  i.s 
plain,  because  to  all  prudent  men,  the  government  of  any  place 
is  more  inviting  tliau  the  soil  :  for  what  is  good  land  without 
good  laws  ;  the  better,  the  vvorse.  And  if  we  could  not  assume 
people  of  an  easy  and  free,  and  safe  government,  both  with  re- 
spect to  their  spiritual  and  worldly  property,  that  is  an  uninter- 
rdpted  liberty  of  conscience  and  an  inviolable  possession  of  their 
civil  rights  and  freedoms,  by  a  just  and  wise  government,  a 
mere  wilderness  would  be  no  encouragement ;  for  it  were  a 
madness  to  leave  a  free,  good  and  improved  country,  to  plant 
in  a  wilderness,  and  there  adventure  many  thousands  of  pounds^ 
to  give  an  absolute  title  to  another  person  to  tax  us  at  will  and 
pleasure."  Natural  right  and  human  prudence  oppose  such  doc- 
trine all  the  world  over,  as  says,  "  that  pe(>ple  free  by  law,  un- 
der their,  prince  at  home,  are  at  his  mercy  in  the  plantations 
abroad."  The  King's  grant  to  th5  duke  of  York,  is  plainly  re- 
strictive to  the  laws  and  government  of  England.  Now,  we 
humbly  conceive,  it  is  made  a  fundamental  in  our  constitution, 
and  government,  that  the  king  of  England  cannot  justly  take  his 
subjects  goods  without  their-consent.:  this  needs  no  more  to  be 
proved  than  a  principal  ;  'thjus  indigene,  and  home-bore  right, 
declared  to  be  law  by  divers  statutes  ;  as  in  the  great  charter,  ch. 
2d  and  34.  Ed-  HE  ch.  2  ;  again  25  Ed.  ch.  7.*  To  give  up 
the  power  of  making  laws  is  to  change  the  government,  to  sell 
'Or  rather  resign  ourselves  to  the  will  of  another  ;  and.  that  for 
'nothing  ;  for  we  buy  nothing  of  the  duke,  if  not  the  right  of  an 
undisturbed  colonizing,  v/ith  no  diminution,  but  expectation  of 
some  increase  of  these  freedoms  and  privileges  enjoyed  in  our 
own  country.  We  humbly  say,  that  we  have  not  lost  any  part 
of  our  hberty,  by  leaving  our  country  ;  but  v/e  transplant  to  a 
place  with  express  Umitation  to  erect  no  policy  contrary  to  the 

*  The  mnnufcript  copy  contains  a  number  of  authorities  from  Braaor, 

Fcrtefque.  lbs  peiitisa  of  nglt,  $^c,    Ssc  Siaiibj  ?•  Ii9^  <^^  "o^^;  ,.  ,     , 
'  cs-tabuslica 
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established  government  (of  England)  but  as  near  as  may  be  to 
it ;  and  this  variation  is  allowed  but  for  the  sake  of  emergen- 
cies ;  and  that  latitude  bounded  with  these  words,  for  the  good 
vf  the  adventurer  and  planter.  This  tax  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  duke's  conveyances,  but  is  an  after  business.  Had  the 
planters  foreseen  it,  they  would  sooner  have  taken  up  in  any 
other  plantation  in  America — [a  plain  intimation  that  no  such 
tax  was  imposed  in  any  other  American  plantation.]  Beside, 
there  is  no  end  of  this  power ;  for  since  we  are  by  this  precedent 
assessed  without  any  law,  and  thereby  excluded  our  EngUsh 
xight  of  common  assent  to  taxes ;  v/hat  security  have  we  of  any 
thing  we  possess?  We  can  call  nothing  our  own,  but  are  tenants 
at  will  not  only  for  the  soil,  but  for  all  our  personal  estates ;  we 
endure  penury,  and  the  sweat  of  our  brows,  to  improve  them 
at  our  ovvm  hazard  only.  This  is  to  transplant  from  good  to  bad. 
"This  sort  of  conduct  has  destroyed  government^  but  never  raised 
ene  to  any  true  greatness.^ 

The  paper  presented  to  the  duke^s  commissioners,  evidently 
proves,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  these  gentlemen,  who  were 
quakers,  that  no  tax  could  be  justly  imposed  upon  the  inhabitants, 
without  their  own  consent  first  had,  and  by  the  authority  of  their 
own  general  assembly.     The  report  of  the  council  in  favour  of 
the  aggrieved,  and  the  relief  that  follov/ed,  were  virtual  con- 
cessions to  the  same  purport.     This  will  not  be  judged  wholly 
imprecedented  by  those  who  are  acquainted  with  what  happened 
Tclative  to  the  county-palatine  and  city  of  Chester,  in  the  35th 
year  of  the  reign  oi  Henry^Ylll,     [1543.]     The  inhabitants 
complained  in  a  petition  to  the  king,  that  for  want  of  knights 
and  burgesses  in  the  court  of  parliament,  tliey  sustained  manifold 
damages,  not  only  in  their  lands,  goods,  and  bodies,  but  in  the 
civil  and  politic  governance  and  maintenance  of  the  common- 
wealth of  their  said  county;  and  that  while  they  had  been  al- 
ways bound  by  the  acts  and  statutes  of  the  said  court  of  parlia- 
ment, the  same  as  other  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  that  had 
knights  and  burgesses  in  said  court,  they  had  often  been  touched, 
and  grieved  with  acts  and   statutes  made  within  the  said  court; 
as  well  derogatory  unto  the  most  ancient  jurisdictions,  liberties, 
and   privileges  of  the    said  court-palatine,  as  prejudicial  unto 
the  commonwealth,  quietness,  and  peace  of  his  majesty's  subjects. 
They  proposed  to   the  king,  as  a  remedy,  that  it  v.^ould  please 
his  highness,  that  it  be  enacted,  with  the 'assent  of  the  lords  spi- 
ritual and  temporal,  and  by  the  comm.ons  in  parliament  assem- 
bled, that  from  the  end  of  the  session,  the  county-palatine  shall 
*  Smiib,  p.  X17— 1»3. 

have 
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have  two  knights  for  the  said  county,  and  lllccwise  two  citizens- 
to  be  burgesses  for  the  city  of  Chester.  '1  he  complaint  and  re- 
medy were  thought  to  be  so  just  and  reasonable,  that  the  reUef 
for  which  they  prayed  was  granted,  and  they  were  admitted  to 
send  representatives  to  parliament,  to  guard  their  interests  and 
to  secure  their  liberties  and  privileges. 

The  reasons  for  my  passing  from  the  Jerseys  to  Virginia  wili 
soon  be  obvious. 

I'irginia  was  the  original  name  for  all  the  English  North-A- 
merican continental  claims,  given  in  lionor  to  the  virgin  queen, 
Elizabeth.  King  James,  being  applied  to,  granted  letters  patent 
to  a  body  of  gentiem.en  on  the  6th  of  April,  1606,  with  powers 
to  divide  theuiselves  into  two  distinct  companies,  the  one  con- 
sisting of  London  adventurers,  called  the  tirst  or  southern  colo- 
ny of  Virginia  ;  the  second  or  northern  colony,  composed  of 
merchants  belonging  to  Bristol,  Plymouth  and  Exeter.  The 
territory  granted  to  the  first  or  southern  colony,  was  generally- 
called  rirgimUy  without  any  distinguishing  epithet ;  and  retain- 
ed that  name  after  the  second  or  northern  colony  obtained  the 
name  of  New-England,  in  1614, 

The  London  company  applied  their  attention  immediately  to 
the  forming  of  a  settlement,  and  sent  off  a  liundred  and  ten  emi- 
grants, who  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Virginia,  April  29th,  1607  : 
a  party  landed  on  the  promontory,  called,  in  honor  of  the  prince 
of  Wales,^  Cape-Uemy  ;  afterward  proceeded  to  and  took  pos- 
session of  a  peninsula  in  James-river,  and  began  a  settement  at 
James-town.     The  instructions  given  by  the  company  of  pro- 
prietors, when  they  sent  out  their   second  supply  the  following 
year,  show  that  the  most   active  projectors  in  England  had  for 
their  chief  objects  discovery  and  gain,  rather  than  colonization. 
^  [1609.]     A  new  charter  was  obtained:    many  of  the  first  no- 
bility and  gentry  were  added  to  the  former  proprietors,  and  were 
incorporared  by  the  name  of  "  'i'he  Treasurer  and  Company  of 
Adventurers,  of  the  city  of  London,  for  the  tirst  colony  of  Vir- 
ginia."  To  them  was  granted  in  absolute  property  the  lands  ex- 
tending from  Cape  Comfort  along  the  sea-coast  southw^ard  200 
miles,    from  the  same  promontory    200  miles  northward,  and 
from  the  Atlantic  westward  to  the    South-sea.     The  company 
was  empowered  to  m^ake  ordinances  for  the  colony,  and  for  those 
on  the  seas  going  thitlier.     There  was  granted  to  the  treasurer 
and  company  and  their  assigns,  a  freedom  from  all  subsidies  in 
Virginia  fur  21  years,  and  from  all  impositions  on  importations 
and  cxportations  to  and  from  England,  or  any  other  of  the  king's 
dominions,  "  except  only  the  five  pounds  In  the  hundred  due 
^Xor  customs."    Little  was  conceded  to  the  euiigrajitS  by  the  char- 
ter; 
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ter;  and  much  conferred  on  the  corporation.  The  colonists 
H'cre  to  be  governed  by  the  ordinances  of  a  corporation  residing 
5n  England,  in  wiiich  they  were  not  represented,  and  over  the 
deliberations  of  which  they  had  no  control.  The  powers  of  the 
corporation  were  indeed  controiable,  as  it  was  subject  to  the 
superintendance  of  the  courts  of  justice  within  the  realm,  which 
could  compel  it  to  act  agreeable  as  well  to  the  grant,  as  to  the 
laws  of  the  state. 

The  adventurers,  warmed  with  golden  dreams  of  great  riches, 
soon  fitted  out  nine  ships,  with  500  emigrants,  and  every  neces- 
sary for  th€  establishment  of  a  permanent  colony,  excepting  suit- 
able encouragement  to  the  settlers.  Lord  Delaware  was  ap- 
pointed captain-general  for  life.    Only  seven  vessels  arrived  safe. 

When  Mr.  Smith,  who  had  governed  the  colony,  departed 
for  England,  he  iefc  behind  him  500  persons,  of  whom,  v/hatwith 
bad  management,  dissensions,  attacks  from  the  Indians,  waste  of 
provisions,  v;hich  occasioned  a  famine,  &c.  there  rcmxained  only 
sixty  of  all  ages  and  sexes,  at  the  expiration  of  six  months.  When. 
Sir  Thomas  Gates,  the  lieutenant-governor  arrived  in  May,  16 10^ 
and  saw  the  calamitous  situation  of  affairs,  he  concluded  on  em- 
barking the  colonists  and  sailing  for  England  :  but  before  he 
could  proceed  to  sea.  Lord  Delaware  arrived  with  three  ships,, 
bringing  abundant  supplies,  and  carried  back  with  him  to  James- 
town the  feeble  remains  of  the  colony.  He  soon  re-established, 
matters;  but  his  health  obliging  him,  he  sailed  for  England  the 
beginning  of  the  subsequent  year,  [1611.]  leaving  about  200  co- 
lonists, possessed  of  health,  plenty,  and  peace  with  their  neigh- 
hours.  After  his  departure  they  rejapsed  ;  but  his  successor,  Sir 
Thomas  Dale,  arriving  in  May  with  more  emigrants,  cattle,  and* 
provision  for  a  year,  things  v/ere  again  restored.  This  same 
year  tiie  adventurers  obtained  a  new  charter,  by  which  the  two 
former  were  confirmed,  and  they  had  also  granted  to  them  all  the 
islands  situated  in  the  ocean,  within  300  leagues  of  any  part  of 
the  Virginia  coast.  The  corporation  was  now  considerably  new 
modelled,  and,  in  order  to  promote  the  effectual  settlem.ent  of 
the  plantation,  licence  was  given  to  open  lotteries  in  any  part  of 
England.  The  lotteries  alone,  which  were  the  first  ever  granted 
in  England,  brought  29,0001.  into  tlie  campany's  treasury.  At 
length  being  considered  as  a  national  evil,  they  attracted  the 
notice  of  parliamicnt,  were  presented  by  the  commons  as  a  grie- 
vance, and  in  March,   1620,  suspended  by  an  order  of  council. 

Sir  Thomas  Gates  was  dispatched  with  six  large  ships,  carry- 
ing 300  colonists,  100  cattle,  and  useful  supplies.  He  arrived 
in  August  :  and  parties  were  sent  out  from  James-town  to  form 
distant  seirlemcnts.  He  returned  the  beginning;  ^^  1614,  and  ihe« 

adipinistratioa 
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adminlstialion  devolved  once  more  on  Sir  Thomas  DaU^  to  whom 
the   Virginians   owe  the  introduction  of  landed  property.     In 
1615,  ilFty  acres   of  land  were  granted  to  every  cniii';rant  and 
his   heirs,  and  the  same  quantity   to  every  peisoii  imported  by 
oUiers.     Dale  sailed  tor  Eiighind  in  the  bcginiiin^^of  161G,  giv- 
ing up  the  trust  to  '^^'wGcorgcl'tmvdU'ij^  as  deputy  governor,' and 
in  tliis  year  the  cultivation  of  tobacco  was  introduced.     It  was* 
originally  carried  iVom  'rol)ago  to  England.     Mr.  Argal,  a  new 
deputy,  arrived  in  May,  1617.    He  published  a  variety  of  edicts, 
and  was  guilty  of  those  wrongs  and  oppressions,  that  the  treasurer 
and  council  appointed  VcarilJi/  captain-general,  and  empowered 
Jiini  to  examine  into  and  redress  grievances.    Sir  George  arrived 
April,   1G19,    bringing  with  him   several  instructions  favourable 
to  freedom,  and  soon  declared  his  intention  of  calling  a  general 
-assembly,  which  gave  the  greatest  joy  to  men,  who  had  been 
Jiitherto  subjected  to  the  arbitrary  orders  of  tlieir  prince,  to  the 
interested  ordinances  of  an  English  corporation,  or  to  the  edicts 
of  a  haughty  governor;  and  wiio  enjoyed  none  of  those  uber- 
ties  which  Englishmen  claim  as  their  birth-right. 

In  June,  Yeardley,  pursuant  to  his  instructions  fj;om  the 
company,  issued  WTits  for  the  election  of  delegates,  called  bur- 
gesses. The  colony  had  been  divided  into  seven  Iiundreds  or 
distinct  settlements,  v/hich  seemed  to  enjoy  some  of  the  privileges 
of  boroughs,  and  from  this  circumstance  the  democratic  branch 
of  the  assembly  has  been  called  to  this  day  the  house  of  burgesses^ 
though  composed  almost  entirely  of  the  representatives  of  coun- 
ties. The  assembly,  formed  of  the  governor  and  council  of 
state,  who  were  appointed  by  the  treasurer  and  company,  and  of 
the  burgesses  chosen  by  the  people,  met  together  in  one  apart- 
ment, and  transacted  affairs  like  the  parliament  of  Scotland  of 
old,  which  mode  continued  till  after  the  restoration  of  Charles 
II.  Thus  convened,  and  thus  composed,  tl>e  legislature  "de- 
bated all  matters  thought  exp&dientfor  the  good  of  the  w^iole." 
The  laws  w^ere  transmitted  to  England,  for  the  approbation  oi 
the  treasurer  and  company,  without  whose  conhrmation  they 
were  of  no  validity,  llie  introduction  of  an  assembly  was  at- 
tended with  the  happiest  effects.  The  emigrants,  for  the  tirst 
time,  resolved  to  settle  themselves,  and  to  perpetuate  the  plan- 
tation. I'he  assembly  thanked  the  company  for  their  favour,  and 
begged  them  "  to  reduce  into  a  compendious  form,  with  his 
majesty's  approbation,  the  laws  of  England  proper  for  Virginia, 
with  suitable  additions;"  giving  as  a  reason,  "  that  it  w'as  not 
fit  that  his  subjects  should  be  governed  by  any  other  rules,  than 
such  as  received  their  influence  from  him."  I'his  year  the 
treasurer  and  council  received  a  letter,  "commanding  them  to 
send  a  hundred  dissolute  persons  (coiivicts)  toVirgiaia."  They 

were 
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were  accordingly  transported  ;  and  were  at  that  period  very  ac- 
ceptable to  the  colonies,"  though  the  unlimited  practice  of  emp- 
tying the  English  jails  on  the  American  continent  has  of  late 
years  been  complained  of  as  a  nuisance.  [1602.]  The  sub- 
sequent year  must,  on  account  of  the  introduction  of  Jjrican 
slaves  into  the  colonies,  be  stigmatized  as  a  much  viler  «ra. — 
The  Hollanders  were  not  then  precluded  by  any  law  from  trad- 
ing with  the  colonies.  A  Dutch  vessel  carried  to  Virginia  a 
<:argo  of  negroes,  and  the  Virginians,  who  had  themselves  just 
emerged  from  a  state  of  slavery,  became  chargeable  with  reduc- 
ing their  fellov/  men  to  the  condition  of  brutes. 

[1621,]  In  Julv,  the  treasurer  and  company  carried  into 
execution  a  resolution  formerly  taken,  for  estabHshing  a  proper 
constitution  for  the  colony.  The  ordinance  they  passed,  declared 
that  there  should  be  two  supreme  councils  in  Virginia,  the  cnc 
to  be  called  the  council  of  state,  to  be  appointed  and  displaced 
hj  the  treasurer  and  company,  and  which  was  to  advise  the 
governor  in  governmental  affairs  ;  the  other  was  to  be  denomi- 
nated the  general  assembly,  and"  to  consist  of  the  governor  and 
council,  and  of  two  burgesses,  to  be  chosen,  for  the  present,  by 
the  inhabitants  of  every  town,  hundred,  and  settlement  in  the 
colony.  The  assembly  was  to  determine  by  the  majority  of  the 
voices  then  present,  and  to  enact  general  laws  for  the  colony, 
reserving  to  the  governor  a  negative  voice.  They  were  to  imi- 
tate the  laws  and  customs,  and  judicial  proceedings  used  in  Eng- 
land. "  No  acts  were  to  be  in  force  till  confirmed  by  the  ge- 
neral court  in  England  :  on  the  other  hand,  no  order  of  the  ge- 
neral court  was  to  bind  the-colony,  till  assented  to  by  the  assem- 
bly.'* The  company  having  offered  territory  to  those  who 
should  either  emigrate  themselves,  or  engage  to  transport  people 
to  the  colony,  found  this  poHcy  so  successful,  that  upvrard  of 
3500  persons  emigrated  to  Virginia  during  this  and  the  two  pre- 
ceding years. 

[1622.]  This  year  was  remarkable  for  a  massacre  of  the  co- 
lonists by  the  Indians^  which  was  executed  with  the  utmost  sub- 
tilty,  and  without  any  regard  to  age,  sex,  or  dignity.  A  well 
concerted  attack  on  all  the  settlements,  destroyed,  in  one  hour, 
and  almost  at  the  same  instant,  347  persons,  who  were  defence- 
less and  incapable  of  making  resistance.  The  emigrants,  not- 
withstanding the  orders  they  had  received,  had  never  been  soli- 
citous to  cultivate  the  good-will  of  the  natives,  and  had  neither 
asked  permission  when  they  occupied  their  country,  nor  given 
a  price  for  their  valuable  property,  which  was  violently  taken 
away.  The  m.iseries  of  famine  were  soon  superadded  to  the  hor- 
rors of  massacre.  Of  eighty  plantations;  which  were  filling  apace, 

only 
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only  eight  remained;  and  of  the  numhers  which  had  been 
transpottcd  thither,  no  more  than  about  1800  survived  those 
manih>J(J  disasters. 

i'letjuent  eomplaints  having  been  made  to  kin^r  James  of  the 
oppressions  of  tlie  treasurer  and  company,  and  the  before-men- 
tioned calamities  being  attributed  to  their  jnisconddCt  or  neglect, 
it  was  determined  that  a  commission  should  issue  to  enquire 
into  the  affairs  of  Virginia  and  the  Somer-isles,  from  the  earli- 
'est  settlement  of  each.  Upon  the  repoit  of  the  comiu'ssioners, 
the  king  concluded  on  giving  a  ne.v  Ciidricr,  and  required  of 
the  company  the  surrender  of  former  grants,  which  being  rq- 
fused,  a  writ  of  (fuo  warran/o  issued  in  November,  \627j,  against 
the  })atents  of  the  corporation  ;  and  judgment  was  given  by  the 
court  of  king's-bench  against  the  treasurer  and  company,  in 
'J  rinity-term,  1624.  These  proceedings  "  were  so  confomia- 
blc  to  the  general  strain  of  the  arbitrai;y  administration  of  that 
-i'cign,  that  they  made  little  impression  at  the  time,  though  the 
Virginia  company  was  composed  of  persons  of  tlie  first  quality, 
wealth,  and  consequence  in  the  nation,'^  The  company  proba- 
bly wouid  not  have  exercised  so  tame  and  submissive  a  spirit, 
had  they  not  been  wholly  disappointed  in  their  visionary  pros- 
pects, and  met  w^ith  considerable  losses,  instead  of  acquiring 
enormous  profits.  They  had  obtained  from  individuals,  w^ha 
sported  in  their  lotteries  from  the  hope  of  sudden  riches, 
£.  29,000.  but  the  transportation  of  more  than  9000  English, 
subjects,  had  cost  them  of.  150,000.  They  did  not,  however, 
abandon  the  colony  in  its  distress,  while  they  continued  a  cor- 
poration. Timely  supplies  wxre  sent  from  England  to  the  Vir- 
ginia settlers,  wliich  so  animated  them,  that  they  carried  on  an 
offensive  war  against  the  Indians,  pursued  them  into  their  fast- 
nesses, and  drove  them  from  the  neighbourhood  of  those  rivers 
where  they  had  hxed  their  ow^n  plantations. 

As  to  king  James,  he  "  assuredly  considered  tlie  colonies  as 
acquired  by  conquest;  and  that  they  ought  to  be  holden  of  liis 
person,  independent  of  his  crown  or  political  capacity ;  and 
might  be  ruled  according  to  his  good  Vvill,  by  prerogative  ;  and 
he  endeavored,  agreeable  to  the  strange  oeconomy  of  his  reign, 
to  convert  them  into  a  mere  private  estate,  descendable  to  his 
personal  heirs."* 

The  Virginia  company  being  dissolved,  James  took  the  colo- 
ny under  his  immediate  dependence,  which  occasioned  much 
confusion.     Upon  his  death,  king  Charles  [1625.]  being  of  the 

*  See  Chalmcr's  Political  AnBah  under  the  head  of  Virginia,  for  mapy  of 
the  preceding  and  rubfcquent  anicles  rcfp€(5\i.og  thai  colony. 
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same  judgment  with  his  father  as  to  the  government  of  Virginia, 
cJetermhied  to  tread  in  the  same  steps.  In  May  he  named  a  new 
governor  and  council  for  Virginia,  and  invested  them  with  aa 
iiuthority  folly  legislative  and  arbitrary.  They  were  empowered 
to  make  and' execute  laws,  to  impose  taxes,  and  enforce  pay- 
m.ent.  Neither  the  com^mission  nor  instructions  mentioned  ex« 
pressly,  or  even  alluded  to  an  assembly,  to  the  laws  of  England^ 
of  to  the  acts  of  the  provincial  legislature,  as  a  rule  of  govern- 
ment. They  were  required  to  transport  colonists  into  England^ 
to  be  punished  there  for  crimes  committed  in  Virginia.  This- 
systcm  increased  the  colonial  dissatisfaction,  which  continued 
for  years,  till  the  Virginians  received  a  letter  containing  the 
royal  assurance,  that  "all  their  estates,  trade,  freedom,  and 
privileges,  should  be  enjoyed  by  .them  in  as  extensive  a  manner 
as  they  enjoyed  them  before  the  recalling  of  the  company's 
patent/'  On  this  they  were  reconciled,  and  began  again  to 
exert  themselves  in  making  improvements.* 

Being  left  for  some  years  in  a  manner  to  themselves,  tliey  in- 
creased beyond  expectation.  They  remained  under  the  administra- 
tion of  their  governors  and  other  officers,  who  respected  their 
privileges  because  they  loved  the  colony.  The  governor  whom 
Charles  had  been  anxious  to  appoint,had  no  opportunity  of  exerci- 
sing those  illegal  and  extraordinary  powers  with  which  he  had  beea 
invested.  His  death  in  1627,  put  an  end  to  his  authority,  and  pre- 
vented the  colony's  feeUng  its  fall  extent..  His  successor,  John 
Ilari-ej/,  esq.  was  nominated  in  March  1629  ;  and  his  commissi- 
on and  instructions  were  precisely  the  same  with  tliose  of  the 
former.  He  departed  soon  after  for  Virginia.  The  spirit  of 
Lis  administration  was  an  exact  counterpart  ot  wliat  had  too  iong^ 
prevailed  in  England.  He  was  severe  in  his  extortions,  proud, 
in  his  councils,  unjust  and  arbitrary  in  every  department  of  his 
government.  The  Virginians,  roused  almost  to  madness  by  op- 
pression, seized  and  sent  him  prisoner  to  England,  accompanied 
w-ith  two  deputies,  to  represent  their  grievances  and  his  miscon- 
duct. His  behaviour  was  so  thought  of,  that  he  was  honored 
v/ith  anew  commission  which  conhrmed  former  powers,  and  he 
was  sent  back  to  Virginia  in  April,  1637.  After  that,  his  go- 
vernment was  so  excessively  oppressive  and  cruel,  that  the  com- 
plaints of  the  colonists  became  at  length  too  loud  to  be  longen 
Tieglected,  and  his  commission  was  revoked  in  January,  16389—^ 
During  his  ten  years  administration,  the  Virginians  were  ruled  ra- 
ther as  the  vassels  of  an  eastern  despot,  than  as  subjects  entitled  to 
English  liberties  ;  but  it  is  to  their  credit,  that,  having  tasted  the 
sweets  of  a  simple  government,  they  opposed  with  a  lirm  spirit^, 
*  Bljind's  Inquiry  into  th^  rights  pf  the  Br itifli  colpnies. 
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during  the  reign  of  Gharles,  the  attempts  of  those  who  cndca* 
vourcd  to  revive  the  patents,. and  to  restore  the  corporation. 

Sir  Ifil/iavi  lkrki'lij\\'ds  -appointed  governor  the  beginning  of 
1()39.  His  instructions  evidenced  a  prodigious  change  in  cole- 
iiial  policy,  which  must  be  partly  ascribed'  to  the  then  state  of 
affairs  in  England,  lie  v;as  directed  to  sunnnoii  all  tlie  burgesses 
of  the  plantations^  who  with  the  governor  and  council  were  to 
constitute  the  grand  assembly,  with  power  to  make  acts  for  the 
government  of  the  colony,  as  near  as  might  be  to  the  laws  of 
England — to  cause  speedy  justice  to  be  administered  to  all,  ac- 
cording to  English  forms — aiid  to  forbid  all  trade  with  foreign 
vessels  except  upon  necessity.  Tlruswere  the  Virginians  re- 
stored to  that  system  of  freedom  wliich  they  had  derived  fronT 
the  Virginia  company,  and  which  the  writ  of  quo  warranto  ha^ 
invohx^d  in  the  same  ruin  with  the  corporation  itself. 

Civil  dissentions  however  took  place,  which  were  embittered 
by  religious  differences,  and  inflamed  by  acts  made  to  prohibit* 
the.  preaching  of  the  doctrines  of  the  puritans.  The  discontent^ 
ed  party  presented  a  petition  to  the  house  of  commons,  in  the. 
iiam.c  of  the  assembly,  "praying  for  the-  restoration  of  the  an- 
tient  patents  and  corporation  government."  But  the  governor; 
council  and  burgesses,  no  sooner  heard  of  the  transaction,  tharr 
they  transmitted  an  explicit  disavowal  of  it.  They  sent  also  aa 
address  to  king  Charles  acknowledging  his  bounty  and  favor  to- 
ward them, .  and  earnestly  desiring  to  continue  under  his  imme- 
diate protection.  In  1642,  they  declared  in  the  form  of  an  act, 
*'  that  they  were  bora  under  monarchy,  and  would  never  dege- 
nerate from  the  condition  of  their  births,  by  being  subjects  to 
any  otlier  government."  Nothing  could  be  more  acceptable 
than  this  act,  which  being'  presented  to  the  king  at  York,  drew- 
from  him  an  answer,  in  which  he  gave  them  the  fudlcst  assuran- 
ces, that  they  always  should  be  immediately  dependent  upon  the* 
crown,  and  that  the  form  of  government  should  never  be  changed. 
They  remained  unalterably  attached  to- the  cause  of  their  sc-' 
vereign.  But  when  the  commons  of  England  had  trium.phed 
over  their.  European  opponents,  their  ^attention  was  turned  tv>' 
the  plantations  ;  and  an  ordinance  was  passed  in  October,  165CV 
"  for  prohibiting  trade  v/ith  Barbadoes,  P^irginia^  Bermuda,  aiij' 
Antego.''  It  recited,  that  "in  Virginia,  and  other  places  in  A- 
merica,  their  are  colonies,  which  v/e re  planted  at  the  cost,  and' 
settled  by  the  people,  and  by  the  authority  of  this  nation,  wliiclT 
ought  to'  be  subordinate  to,  and  depend  upon  p]ngknd — that 
tliey  ever  had  been,  and  ought  to  be  subject  to  such  laws  and' ' 
regulations,  as  are,  or  shall  be  made  by  the  parliament — that  di- 
vers acts  of  rol^^lidon  liaye-  been  couur^itt^d  by.  many  persons  in- 

habitin-2; 
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habiting  VirgLnia,  whereby  they  have  set  up  themselves  in  op^ 
position  iij  tiie  coniii.onvs^ealLu"  It  therefore  declared  them 
*'notor:c as  robbers  and  traitors."  Persons  in  power  generally 
reason  alike  against  those  who  oppose  the^r  authority,  and  dis-. 
pute  the  ;  egaiity  or  equity  of  their  measures,  whatever  might  be 
their  own  sentiments  wnen  in  a  lower  station,  and  while  aggriev-„ 
edbv  superiors.  "J 'he  ordinance  authorised  the  council  of  state 
to  send  n  :leet  thitner,  and  to  grant  conimissions  to  proper  per-^ 
sons  to  enforce  t.:  obedience  ail  such  as  stood  opposed  to  the  au- 
thority of  parhament..  In  consequence  hereof  commissioners, 
were  appointed,  and  a  powerful  fleet  and  army  detached,  to  re- 
duce all  their  enemies  to  submission.  They  were  to  use  their 
endeavors,  by  granting  pardons  and  by  other  peaceful  arts,  to. 
induce  the  colonists  to  obey  the  state  of  England;  but,  if  these 
means  should  prove  ineiieccUal,  then  they  were  to  employ  every 
act  of  hostility  ;  to  free  those  servants  and  slaves  of  masters  op-.. 
posing  the  government,  that  v/ould  serve  as  soldiers  to  subdue 
them ;  and  to  cause  the  acts  of  parliament  to  be  executed,,  and: 
justice  to  be  administered,  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealtli. 
After  the  arrival  of  th.2  comxmissioners  with  the  naval  and  rnili- 
tary  force,  the  Virginians  refused  to  submit,  till  articles  of  sur-? 
tender  had  been  agreed  upon,  by  Vv^hich  it  was  stipulated,  ''1  he 
plantation  of  Yirginiaj  and  all  the  inhabitants  thereof,  shall  en^ 
joy  such  freedoms  and  privileges  as  belong  to  the  free  people 
of  England.  The  general  assembly,  as  formerly,  shall  con- 
vene and  transact  the  affairs  of  the  colony.  The  people  of  Vir- 
ginia  shall  have  a  free  trade,  as  the  people  of  England,  to  all 
places,  and  with  all  nations."  A^irginia  shall  be  free  from  all 
taxes,  customs,  and  impositions  whatsoever  ;  and  non.e  shall  be- 
am.posed  on  them  without  consent  of  the  general  assembly  ;  and 
neither  forts  nor  castles  shall  be  erected,  nor  garrisons  maintain-, 
ed  w^ithout  their  consent."* 

The  hardships  the  Virginians  experienced  from  restrictions  on 
their  trade  under  Oliver  Cromwell^  together  with  their  attachment 
to  the  royal  family,  induced  them  to  seize  the  occasion  of  the 
<]cath  of  the  protector's  governor,  for  applying  to^Sir  William 
Berkely^  who  had  lived  privately  during  the  revolutions  of  the 
clay,  to  resume  the  government  of  the  colony,  to  vvhich  he  con- 
sented, on  their  solemnly  promising  to  venture  their  lives  and 
fortunes  with  him  for  Charles  II.  Before  they  had  heard  of  the 
death  of  Cromwell,  Charles  was  proclaimed  by  them  king  of 
England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Virginia.  During  the  distres- 
ses tovv^hich  the  royalists  were  exposed  in  England  prior  to  this 

i:^  Bland's  Inn-dlry  ijito  the  rigtts  of  ths  Sritilh  colonies. 

event, 
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event,  thcv  resorted  to  that  colony,  so  that  Vlrgniia  contained 
^boLit  30,000  persons  at  the  restoration.  Sir  AViUiam  Berkcly, 
in  his  answer  to  the  enquiries  of  the  lords  (>(  the  committee  of 
the  colonies,  writes,  June  20,  1671,  "there  are  40,000  persons, 
men,  women,  and  children,  2000  black  slaves,  and  6000  chi is- 
tian  servants  for  a  short  time."  You  wii]  not  have  your  good  ' 
opinion  heightened  of  him  for  his  adding — "  i  thank  God  there 
arc  no  free  "schools,  nor  printing,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  have 
them  these  hundred  years.  For  learning  has  brought  disobedi- 
ence, and  heresy,  and  sects  into  the  world,  and  prniting  has  di- 
vulged them  and  libels  against  the  government.  God  ke^p  us 
•■-jmboth  !"-^^ 

You  will  remark,  that,  however  zealous  the  Virginians  were 
to  honor  the  Charles's  with  their  loyalty,  they  boldly  declined 
complimenting  king,  commonwealth,  and  protector  with  tlieir 
liberties. 

Manjland  comes  now  to  be  ccnsidered. 

Sir  George  Cahcrt  was  one  of  the  original  associates  in  the 
ercat  Virginia  company,  and  continued  a  member  of  that  cor- 
poration during  its  existance  :  and,  as  secretary  of  state,  he  acted 
as  one  of  the  committee  of  council  for  the  affairs  of  the  planta- 
tions while  James  L  lived.  ^  Sir  George  in  his  reign,  having 
thought  proper  to  alter  his  religious  sentiments  and  embrace  po- 
pery, ingenuously  avowed  the  change.  The  king  pleased  with 
his  sincerity,  granted  him  a  part  of  Nexifoumlland^  which  the 
French  at  length  obliged  him  to  abandon.  His  majesty  furthci- 
tcstiticd  his  regard,  by  creating  him  Lord  Baltimore  of  Ireland. 
King  Charles]  to  compensate  for  his  loss  of  the  Newfoundla:id 
territory,  gave  him  a  grant  of  tlic  country  on  the  north  side  of 
th  e  Ch ei apeak-bay. 

His  Lordship  died  April  15,  1G32,  before  the  patent  was  made 
out  ;  on  which  his  son  Cecil  took  it  out  in  his  own  name  the 
June  following.     Charles,  in  honor  to  his  royal  consort  Henii-- 
etta  Maria,  named  the  colony  Maryland  ;   and,  being  desirous 
of  gratifying  the  proprietary  all  in  his  power  invested  him  witii 
as  much  sovereignty  as  could  well  consist  v/ith  an  immediate  siib^ 
jection  to  the  crown  of  England.     His  Lordship,  with  the  asseni. 
of  the  freemen,  or  their  delegates,  w4iom  he  was  required  to  as^. 
semble  for  tijac  purpose,  might  make  laws  of  what  kind  soever, 
for   the  province,  so  that  they  were  not  repugnant,  but  agree-, 
able  to  the  jurisprudence  and  rights  of  the  realm  of  England  ;  and. 
he  was  authorised  to  execute  the  acts  of  the  assembly.     J'here- 
was  no  clause  in  the  charter  obliging  him  to  transmit  their  acti. 

*^  Chaloasi's  Political  Annjls,  under  Virs'cla^ 

to 
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to  the  king  for  approbation  or  dissent  :  nor  any  saving  of  the 
royal  interference  in  the  government  of  the  colony.  Charles 
ieserved  to  himself  and  his  heirs  forever,  imposts,  duties,  and 
customs,  which  the  colonies  were  bound  to  pay  ;  but  declared 
in  the  same  charter,  "  We,  our  heirs  and  successors,  shall  at  no 
time  set  an<l  make,  or  cause  to  be  set,  any  imposition,  custom, 
or  taxation  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  province,  for  their  lands, 
goods,  tenements,  or  chattels  whithin  the  said  province."  By 
this  clause  the  king  covenanted  for  himself,  heirs  and  successors, 
that  having  reserved  for  ever  the  imposts,  duties,  and  customs, 
he  would  not  contribut-e  toward  setting  upon  the  inhabitants  any 
imposition,  custom,  or  taxation,  for  their  lands,  goods,  tenaments, 
or  chattels,  within  the  said  province  ;  and  therein  bound  both 
himself  and  them,  not  to  assent  to  any  bill  subjecting  the  inhabi- 
tants to  an  internal  taxation  by  an  external  legislation. 

The  £rst  emigration  consisted  of  two  hundred  gentlemen  of 
considerable  fortune  and  rank,  with  their  adherents,  chiefly  Ro- 
man Catholics,  who  hoped  to  enjoy  liberty  of  conscience,  un- 
der a  proprietary  of  their  own  profession.  They  sailed  from 
England  in  November,  and  landed  m  Maryland  the  beginning  of 
1633.  Governor  Colvert,  brother  to  lord  Baltimore,  very  wisely 
and  justly  purchased,  by  presents  ofvarious  goods,  the  rights  of 
the  Indians,  and  with  their  free  consent  took  possession  of  their 
town,  which  he  called  St.  Mary's.  The  country  was  settled 
with  so  much  ease,  and  furnished  with  so  many  conveniences, 
that  emigrants  repaired  thither  in  such  numbers,  that  the  co- 
lony soon  became  popular  and  flourishing.  A  third  assem- 
bly of  freemen  was  held  at  St.  John's  in  February,  1638-9,  when 
an  act  was  passed  "  for  establishing  the  house  of  assembly." 
It  inacted  that  those  who  shall  be  elected  pursuant  to  writs  issu- 
ed, shall  be  called  burgesses,  and  shall  supply  the  place  of  the  free- 
men  who  chose  them — that  the  gentlemen  sum.moned  by  the  spe- 
cial writ  of  the  proprietary,  and  those  freemen  who  shall  not 
have  voted  at  any  of  the  elections,  together  with  the  governor 
and  secretary,  shall  be  called  'Uhe  house  of  assembly" — that  all 
acts  assented  to  by  that  body,  shall  be  deemed  of  the  same  force, 
as  if  the  proprietary  and  freemen  had  been  personly  present. 
Slavery  seems  to  have  gained  an  early  establishment  in  Maryland, 
for  an  act  of  this  assembly  describes  *'  the  people"  to  consist  of 
all  christian  inhabitants  "  slaves  only  excepted."  The  perse- 
cuting laws  which  v/ere  passed  by  the  Viginians,  soon  after  this 
period  against  the  puritans,  made  the  latter  emigrate  in  conside- 
rable numbers  to  Maryland,  that  they  might  enjoy,  under  a  po- 
pish proprietary,  that  liberty  of  conscience,  of  which  they  were 
deprived  by  fellow  Protestants* 

III 
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111  1612,  the  burgesses  "desired  that  they  might  be  scparaCcd, 
and  sit  by  themselves,  and  have  a  negative," — siieh  was  their 
progress  in  entertaining  just  conce})tions  of  tlieir  own  demo- 
cratie  rights.  The  governor  did  not  grant  their  request ;  but 
they  were  afterwards  more  successful.  The  asst:mbly  of  1649^ 
was  assure<lly  divided  into  two  })arts,  and  transacted  business  in 
tJieformof  an  upper  and  lower  house.  'Ihat  assemblv,  which 
convened  in  April,  enacted,  that  no  persons  professing  to  be- 
lieve in  Jesus  Christ,  shall  be  molested  in  respect  of  their  re~ 
Ugion,  or  in  the  exercise  thereof,  or  be  compelled  to  the  belief 
or  exercise  of  any  other  religion  against  their  consent,  so  that  they 
be  not  unfaithful  to  the  proprietary,  or  conspire  against  the  civil 
government — that  those  reproaching  any  with  o])probrious  names 
of  religious  distinction,  shall  forfeit  ten  shillings  to  the  persons  in- 
jured— that  any  one  speaking  reproachfully  against  the  blessed 
V^irgin,  or  the  Apostles,  shall  forfeit  five  pounds — but  blas- 
phemy against  God,  shall  be  punished  with  death. 

In  1 650,  a  law^  w^as  passed  "  for  setthng  this  present  assembly.'* 
It  enacted,  that  those  wlio  were  called  by  special  writshail  form 
the  upper  house — that  those  who  were  chosen  by  the  hundreds^ 
shall  compose  the  lower  house — and  that  all  bills  wliich  shall  be 
assented  to  by  the  tw^o  branches  of  the  legislature  thus  established^ 
ajid  assented  to  by  the  governor,  shall  be  deemed  the  iaw^s  of 
the  province,  and  have  the  same  effect  as  if  the  freemen  were 
personally  present.  There  was  also  passed  "  an  act  against 
raising  money  without  the  consent  of  the  assembly."  It  menti- 
tioned,  ''^  lliat  no  taxes  shall  be  assessed  or  levied  on  tlie  freemen 
of  the  province,  without  their  own  consent,  or  that  of  their  depu- 
ties, first  declared  in.  a  general  assembly.  The  printed  words 
and  early  date  of  this  Maryland  act  demand  particular  notice. 
The  act  of  the  general  assembly  and  governor  w^ere  of  the- 
same  force  in  their  own  province,  as  acts  of  parliament  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  could  not  be  repealed  without  die  concurring  assent 
of  the  proprietary,  or  his  deputy,  with  the    other  two  estates* 

Carolina  follows  Maryland  in  the  order  of  existence. 

A  few  adventurers  emigrated  from  the  Massachusetts,  an(J 
settled  round  Cape  Fear,  about  the  time  of  the  restoration. 
They  considered  mere  occupancy,  wdth  a  transfer  from  the 
natives,  without  any  grant  from  the  king,  as  a  good  title  to  the 
lands  which  they  possessed.  They  deemed  tliemselvcs  entitled  to 
the  same  "  civil  privileges"  as  those  of  the  country  from  whencc 
they  had  emigrated.  For  years  they  experienced  the  complica- 
ted miseries  of  want.  They  solicited  the  aid  of  their  country- 
men ;  and  the  general  court,  v/ith  an  attention  and  humanity 
whkh  di4  it  the  greatest  hpnor^  ordcrQ4  ^n  extcnsiyc  contriimti- 
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on  for  their  relief.  But  the  final  settlement  of  the  province  was 
effected  equally  through  the  rapacity  of  the  courtiers  of  Charles 
the  II.  and  his  own  facility  in  rewarding  those  to  whom  he  was 
greatly  indebted,  with  a  liberality  that  cost  him  little.  The  pre- 
tence which  had  been  used  on  former  occasions,  of  a  pious 
?;eal  for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  among  the  Indians,  was 
successfully  employed  to  procure  a  grant  of  the  immense  region 
lying  between  the  36^  of  north  latitude  and  the  river  St.  Ma- 
theo,  under  the  31^.  March  24,  1663,  this  territory  was  erected 
into  a  province,  by  the  name  of  Carolina,  and  conferred  on  lord 
Clarcndcn,  the  duke  of  Albemarle^  lord  Craven,  lord  Bcrkely^ 
lord  Ashley,  Sir  George  Carteret,  Sir  John  Colleton,  and  Sir 
William  Berkely,  as  absolute  lords  proprietaris  for  ever,  saving 
the  sovereign  aliegience  due  to  the  crown.  The  charter  seems 
to  have  been  copied  from  that  cf  Maryland,  so  extensive  in  its 
powers,  and  so  noble  in  its  privileges.  'Ihe  noblemen  held  their 
first  meeting  in  May ;  and  at  the  desire  of  the  New-England  peo- 
ple abovementioned,  published  proposals  to  all  that  w^ould  plant 
in  Carohna.  They  declared,  that  all  persons  settling  on  Charles 
River,  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Fear,  should  have  pov/er  to  for- 
tify its  banks,  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  sub- 
mitting to  the  government  of  the  proprietaries — that  the  emi- 
grants might  present  to  them  thirteen  persons,  in  order  that  they 
might  appoint  a  governor  and  a  council  of  six  for  three  years—- 
that  an  assembly,  composed  of  the  governor,  the  council,  and 
delegates  of  the  freemen,  should  be  called  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances  would  allow,  with  power  to  make  laws,  not  contrary  to 
those  of  England,  nor  of  any  validity  after  the  publication  of 
the  dissent  of  the  proprietaries — that  every  one  should  enjoy  the 
most  perfect  freedom  in  religion — that  during  five  years,  every 
freeman  should  be  allowed  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  fifty 
for  every  servant,  paying  only  an  half-penny  an  acre — and  that 
the  same  freedom  from  customs  which  had  been  confirmed  by 
the  royal  charter,  should  be  allowed  to  every  one. 

The  proprietaries  appointed  Sir  William  Berkely,  then  govern 
nor  of  V^irginia,  general  superintendant  of  the  affairs  of  the 
county  of  Albemarle,  within  the  boundaries  of  which,  a  small 
plantation,  of  the  New-Englanders  probably,  had  been  establish- 
ed for  some  years,  on  the  north  eastern  shores  of  the  river 
Chowan.  Sir  WiUiam  Berkely  repaired  to  the  county,  confirm- 
ed and  granted  lands  on  the  conditions  ^bcforementioned,  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Drummond  the  first  governor,  and  likewise  other 
officers,  and  then  returned  to  Virginia. 

The  assembly  of  1666,  being  dissatisfied  with  the  tenures  by 
which  they  held  their  lands,  petitioned  the  proprietaries,  that  the 

people 
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people  of  Albemarle  might  hold  their  possessions  on  the  same 
terms  on  which  the  Virginians  enjoyed  theirs,  and  were  gratifi- 
ed. 

[1665.]  The  proprietaries  appointed  John  Ycamans^  -^xo.- 
spectable  planter  of  Barbadocs,  commander  in  chief  (^f  Claren- 
don county,  stretching  from  Cape  Fear  to  the  river  St.  iMatheo  ; 
and  he  was  at  the  same  time  created  a  baronet.  To  secure  its 
prosperity,  the  same  powers  were  conferred,  and  the  same  con- 
stitution established,  as  those  which  had  made  Albemarle  happy. 

A  settlement  was  also  now  projected  to  the  southward  of  Cape 
Romain,  which  acquired  the  name  of  Carteret.  Thus  a  variety 
<jf  separate  and  independent  colonies,  each  of  which  had  itsowa 
government,  its  own  assembly,  its  own  customs  and  laws,  were 
established  in  Carolina. 

In  June,  1665,  the  proprietaries  obtained  a  second  charter 
which  recited  and  contirmed  the  former.  They  w^ere  enabled 
to  make  laws  for  the  province,  with  the  consent  of  the  freemen 
or  their  delegates:  and  likewise  to  grant  titles  of  honor  by  crea- 
tion of  a  nobility.  No  one  prerogative  of  the  crown  was  reserv- 
ed, except  the  sovereign  dominion. 

Samuel  Stevens,  esq.  was  appointed  governor  of  Albemarle 
in  October,  1667,  and  was  commanded  to  act  agreeable  to  the 
advice  of  a  council  of  twelve,  the  one  half  of  which  he  was  to 
appoint,  the  other  was  to  be  chosen  by  the  assembly.  The  as- 
sembly was  to  be  composed  of  the  governor,  the  council,  and 
twelve  delegates  chosen  annually  by  the  freeholders.  Various 
regulations  provided  for  the  security  of  property :  and  no  taxes 
were  to  be  imposed  without  the  consent  of  the  assembly.  The 
proprietaries  might  mean  no  more,  than,  that  neither  they,  nor 
the  governor  and  council,  shall  impose  taxes  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  assembly  ;  but  the  mode  of  expression  tended  to  con- 
iirm  the  people  at  large  in  the  opinion  of  their  being  exempted 
from  all  taxes  w^iichhad  not  the  consent  of  their  own  assembly. 
The  settlers  had  their  land  confirmed,  and  granted  to  be  now 
held  by  the  free  tenure  of  soccage,  expressing  a  certain  rent  and 
independence.  All  men  were  declared  entitled  to  equal  privi- 
leges on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  of  fide- 
lity to  the  proprietaries. 

It  was  not  till  1669  that  an  assembly  constituted  as  above- 
mentioned  w^as  convened :  when  it  was  enacted — "none  shall 
be  sued,  during  five  years,  for  any  cause  of  action  arising  out 
of  the  country — and  none  shall  accept  a  power  of  attorney,  to 
receive  debts  contracted  abroad."  Hence  this  colony  was  long 
considered  as  the  refuge  of  the  criminal,  and  the  asylum  of  the 
fugitive  debtor. 

Vol,  I,  H  ^  The 
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The  propnetaries,at  length  dissatisfied  with  every  system  which  ~ 
tliey  had  hitherto  divised  tor  the  government  of  their  province, 
signed  in  July,  a  body  oi fundamental  cGnstitutions  compiled  by. 
ihQ  celebrated  Locke,  giving  as  a  reason,  "  That  we  may  establish 
a  government  agreeable  to  the  monarchy  of  which  Carolina  is  a 
part,  and  may  avoid  making  too  numerous  a  democracy. " 

By  this  edict  a  palatine  was  to  be  chosen  from  among  the  pro- 
prietaries for  life  ;  who  was  to  act  as  president  of  the  palatine 
court,  composed  of  the  whole  ;  which  was  intrusted  with^  the 
execticn  of  the  powers  of  the  charter.  A  body  of  hereditary 
nobility  was  created,  and  denominated  landgraves  and  caciques  ; 
the  former  were  to  be  invested  with  four  baronies,  each  consisting 
of  12,000  acres  ;  the  latter  to  have  two,  containing  one  half  of 
that  quantity  :  and  those  estates  were  to  descend  with  the  digni- 
ties inseparably.  There  were  to  be  as  many  landgraves  as^coun- 
ties  ;  and  twice  as  many  caciques,  but  no  more.  Two  fifths  of 
tjie  counties,  stiled  signiories  and  baronies,  were  to  be  possessed 
by  the  nobility  ;  the  other  three  fifths,  called  tlie  colonies,  were 
to  be  left  among  the  people. 

The  provincial  legislature,  dignified  w^ith  the  name  of  parlia- 
ment, was  to  be  biennial,  and  to  consist  of  the  proprietaries,  ali- 
as landgraves,  or  the  deputy  of  each,  of  the  -cacique    nobility, 
of  the  representatives  of  the  freeholders  of  every  district,  who 
were  to  meet  in  one  appartment,  and  every  member  to  enjoy  an 
equal  vote  :  but  no  busmess  was  to  be  proposed  till  it  had   been 
debated  in  the  grand  council,  whose  duty  it  was  to  prepare  bills 
for  the  parliamentary  consideration.     The  grand  council  \yas  ta 
be  composed  of  the  governor,  the  nobility,  and  the   deputies  of 
the  proprietaries,  these  being  absent;  and  was  invested  w^ith  the 
executive  of  the  province.     The  church  of  England  alone  was. 
to  be  allowed  a  public  maintenance  by  parliament  ;  but  eyery 
congragation  might  tax  its  own  members  for  the  support  of   its 
own  ministers ;  and  to  every  one  was  allowed  perfect  freedom 
in  religion.     However  the  most  degrading  slavery  was  introdu- 
ced by  investing  in  every  man  the  property  of  his  negro.'-'- 

These  constitutions,  consisting  of  120  articles,  and  containing 
a  great  variety  of  perplexing  regulations,  were  declared  to  be  the 
sacred  and  unalterable  rule  of  government  in  Carolina  for  ever  ;. 
aaid  yet  they  were  never  altogether  adopted.  The  parties  en- 
gaged in  this  act  of  legislation  should  have  reflected,  that  the  in- 
habitants had  settled  no  conditions,  which  it  was  no  longer  in 
their  power  to  abrogate  ;  and  that  in  the  forms  of  governmeng 
which  had  been  actually  estabhshed,  the  people  had  acquired  an. 
interest  which  could  not  be  taken  avv/ay  without  their  consent. 
*  J-9cke's  Wgrks,  Vol,  IY,p.  ^^9,  5>'^.  i-n^s 
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[1670.]  A  number  of  emigrants  were  sent  in  January,  under 
William  Suijky  esq.  appointed  governor  oF  that  part  of  the  eoa>t 
which  lies  south-westward  of  Cape  Carteret,  to  form  a  colony 
at  Port-Royal.  They  arrived  safe  ;  and  as  it  was  found  imprac- 
ticable to  conform  to  the  constitutions,  it  was  determined  to  kee^ 
as  close  to  them  as  possible.  Sayle  dying,  Sir  Jokn  Yaamans 
had  his  command  extended  to  and  over  this  colony  in  Augus';, 
1671.  I'his  year  planters  resorted  from  Clarendon  on  the  north) 
and  Port-Royal  on  the  south,  to  the  banks  of  Ashley  river,  fur 
the  convenience  of  pasture  and.  tillage ;  and  laid  on  the  first  high 
land;  the  foundation  of  old  Charles-'l'own.  The  proprictarrcs 
promulgiU:ed  temporary  laws,  till  through  a  sufficient  number  of 
inhabitants,  government  could  be  administered  according  to  the 
fundamental  constitutions.  Ihe  temporary  laws  were  of  no 
long  duration,  being  derided  by  a  people  without  whose  consent 
they  had  been  established. 

In.  May,  1674,  Joseph  West^  esq.  was  appointed  governor  r.f 
the  southern  colony,  in  the  room  of  Sir  John  Yeamans,  with 
whose  conductthe  proprietaries  were  dissatisfied.  Butthe  difficul- 
ty of  establishing  the  colony  was  not  overcome  for  years  ;  not 
till  the  people  repaired  to  it  at  their  own  expence,  and  men  of 
estate  ventured  thither  under  the  firm,  persuasion  of  being  fairly 
treated..  In  expectation  of  such  treatment,  the  dissenters,  be- 
ing harrasscd  by  persecutions  in  England,  and  dreading  a  popish 
successor,  emigrated  to  Carolina  in  great  numbers,  and  made  a 
Gonsiderabie  part  of  the  inhabitants.  They  acquired  the  honor 
of  introducing  religion  into  the  province,  while  they  strength- 
ened it  also  by  their  personal  accessions.  But  the  promising- 
appearances  of  the  country  inviting  many  over  of  a  very  differ*, 
ent  stamp,  after  a  whild disturbances  followed,. 

The  planters  being  informed  that  the  Oyster-Poinf,  so  delight* 
fully  formed  by  the  conliuence  of  the  rivers  Ashley  and  Cooper, 
was  more  convenient  than  what  was  fixed  upon  eight  years  be- 
fore, and  the  proprietaries  encouraging  their  inclination,  they 
began  to  remove,  and  in  the  subsequent  year  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  the  present  Charles-Torvn,  and  built  30  houses  [l6S0.] 
\i  was  instantly  declared  the  port  for  the  purposes. of  traffic,  and 
the  cY/T^zVa/ for  the  administration  of  government.  It  was  long  un- 
healthy ;  but  the  adjacent  country  being  now  cleared  and  culti- 
vated, it  is  allowed  to  enjoy  the  most  salubrious  air  of  Carouna, 

Though  the  province  had  been. formed  into  manors  and  baro- 
nies, it  was  not  till  1682,  that  it  was  divided  into  three  counties. 
In  the  autumn  of  this  year,  governor  West  held  a  parHament; 
and  afterwards  immediately  resigned  his  administration  to  iVIu. 
Joseph  Moreton,     Thence  commenced  a  reiterated  change  of" 

governors^ 
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governors.  Cyrle,  West,  Kuerry,  Moreton,  were  successively- 
appointed.  There  v^^as  a  similar  change  of  every  public  officer. 
1'hese  changes  produced  turbulency  and  faction. 

But  prior  to  this  period,  an  insurrection  broke  out  in  the  co- 
lony of  Albemarle,  in  December,   1677.     At  the  end   of  two 
years  succesful  revolt,  Culpepper,  who  was  deeply  concered  in 
the  business,  was  dispatched  with  another  person  to  England  with 
a  promise  of  submission  to  the  proprietaries,  on  certain  conditi- 
ons.    When   about  to  return  after  executing  his  trust,  he  was 
impeached  by  the  commissioners  of  the  customs,  for  acting  as  col- 
lector without  their  authority,  and  embezzling  the  king's  revenue 
in  Carolina.     He  was  seized  on  board  a  vessel  in  the  Downs, 
brought  back,  and  in  Trinity-term,  1680,  tried  by  virtue  of  the 
statute  oi  Henry  VilLon  an  indictment  of  high  treason  commiit- 
ted  without  the  realm.     The  famous  Lord  Shaftesbury,  then  ia 
the  zenith  of  his  popularity,  appeared  on  his  behalf,  and  repre- 
sented, contrary  to  the  most  undoubted  facts,  "That  there  never 
had  been  any  regular  government  in  Albemarle,  that  its  disorders 
were  only  feuds  between  the  planters,  v/hich  could  only  amount 
to  a  riot."     On  this  Culpepper  was  acquitted.     He  is  the  first  co- 
lonist who  appears  to  have  been  regularly  tried  in  the  court  of 
King's-bench  upon  that  statute  :*  but  he  was  not  transported  from 
America  in  order  to  trial.     His  acquittal  induced  the  proprieta- 
ries to  resolve  upon  governing,  in  future,  according  to  the  por- 
tion of  obedience  which  tlie  insurgents  should  be  disposed  to  yield. 
They  recommended,  however,  an  healing  disposition.     But  tlie 
persons  bearing  the  chief  sway,  being  actuated  too  much  by  a 
vindictive  spirit,  proseeded  against  their  opponents  by  imprison^ 
ment,  fine,  and  banishment      The  scenes  of  anarchy  produced 
by  these  measures  were  not  changed,  nor  the  condition  of  the 
colony  mended  by  the  arrival  of  governor  Seth  Sothel,  in  1683, 
who  was  sent  in  hopes  of  quieting  the  disorders  by  his  authority, 
as  he  had  purchased  Lord  Clarendon's  share  of  the  province.  He 
was  guilty  of  that  bribery,  extortion,  injustice,  rapacity,  breach 
of  trust,   and    disobedience  of  orders,  for  five   years,   that  the 
injiabitants,  driven  almost  to  dispair,  seized  him  with  a  view  of 
sending  him  to  England  to  answer  to  their  complaints:  but  upon 
his  intreaties,  and  offering  to  submit  to  their  mutual  accusations  to 
the  next  assmbly,  they  accepted  liis  proposal.     The  assembly- 
gave  judgment  against  him  in  all  the  above-mentioned  particu- 
lars,  and  compelled   him   to   abjure   the   country   for   twelve 
months,  and  the  government  for  ever. 

Charles-town  having  been  made  the  principal  port,  the  first 
collector  was   established  there  in  1685.     The   governor  and 
t  Cbalfficri's  Political  Anaaisj  S.  L  p.  nh  538. 
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council  were  at  the  same  time  ordered,  not  to  fail  to  shew  their 
forwardness  in  assisting  the  collection  oF  the  duty  on  tobacco 
transported  to  other  colonies,  and  in  seizing  ships  that  presumed 
to  trade  contarary  to  the  acts  of  navigation-^po'Little  regard  was 
paid  to  orders  so  contrary  to  the  views  of  everyone.  An  illicit 
trade  was  not  only  practised,  but  jusliiied  under  the  clause  of 
the  patent,  -u^/uch  llw  people  believed  to  be  of  superioi-  force  to 
the  Law. — ^^fhough  the  royal  grant  of  1665  was  passed  subse- 
quent to  the  act  of  navigation,  the  present  exemption  was  ijisist- 
ed  upon,  with  the  same  spirit  that  it  was  contended  during  this 
reign,  that  a  king  of  England  may  dispense  with  the  law.  Th.c 
principle  of  the  Carolinians,  and  the  doctrine  so  fashionable  at 
the  court  of  James,  wx*re  therefore  exactly  the  Same. 

James  Colleton^  esq.  a  proprietary,  was  appointed  govern  or, 
in  August.  The  next  year  he  called  an  assembly,  in  which  lio 
and  his  party  took  upon  them  to  pass  su.ch  laws  as  lost  him  the 
affections  of  the  people.  During  the  ferments  that  followed, 
8eth  Sothei,  whom  we  have  seen  banished  from  Albemarle, 
suddenly  arrived  at  Charles-town.  Countenanced  by  a  pow- 
erful party,  and  presuming  on  his  powers  as  a  proprietary,  he 
seized  the  reins  of  government  in  1690,  notwitlistanding  the 
opposition  of  governar  and  council.  A  general  return  of  mem- 
ber was  procured,  who  readily  sanctioned  by  their  votes  whate- 
ver was  dictated  by  those  that  had  thus  acquired  power.  Colle- 
ton, whose  conduct  had  been  far  from  blameless,  was  instantly 
impeached  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  disabled  from  hold- 
ing any  office,  and  banished.  Others  were  fined,  imprisoned, 
and  expelled  the  province.  The  proprietaries  appointed  a  new 
governor;  and  the  next  year,  [169'2]  upon  the  requisitions  of 
the  Carolinians,  abrogated  Mr.  Locke's  system  of  laws,  the  fun- 
damental constitutions,  which  far  from  having  answered  their  end 
introduced  only  dissatisfaction  and  disorders,  that  were  not  cured 
till  the  final  dissolation  of  the  proprietary  government.*  The^ 
operation  and  fate  of  Mr.  Locke's  system  may  convince  us  of 
this  truth,  that  a  person  "  may  defend  the  principles  of  liberty 
and  the  rights  of  mankind,  with  great  abilities  and  success  ;  and 
yet  after  ad,  when  called  upon  to  produce  a  plan  of  legislation, 
he  may  astonish  the  world  with  a  signal  absurdity. "+ 

Governor  Archdale  arrived  at  Carolinia  in  August,  1695.  Hci 
managed  with  great  prudence,  and  succeeded  so  well,  that  the  as- 
sembly voted  him  an  address  of  thanks.  He  was  succeeded  by  Jo^ 

*  Moft  of  what  is  faid  upon  Carolina  is  taken  from  Chalmers's  Politic-i 
Annals,  under  the  head  of  that  province. 

t  A  defence  of  the  American  Conftitution  of  Govsrnmcnr,  by  Jouw 
Adams;  Efq-p.  365.  , 
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seph  Blake.,  esq.  whose  sentiments  Were  so  liberal,  that,  thougk 
a  dissenter,  he  prevailed  with  the  assembly  to  settle  £  150  per 
annum  upon  the  episcopal  minister  of  Charles-toAvn  for  ever, 
and  likewise  to  ^^K^i  bini  with  a  good  house,  a  glebe,  and  two 
servants.  A  ver^KiFerent  spirit  wrought  in  the  earl  of  Bath, 
when  he  succeeded  to  the  power  of  palatine  [1701.]  and  became 
eldest  proprietary.  Being  a  zealot  for  the  church  of  England, 
lie  was  ambitious  of  establishing  its  worship,  and  of  excluding 
non-episcopalians  from  a  share  in  the  government  of  Carolina; 
a  similar  principle  was  at  that  time  too  prevalent  in  England, 
His  views  were  seconded  by  the  pliableness  of  governor  Moor, 
who  w^as  after  a  while  succeeded  by  Sir  Natlianiel  Johnson. 
Then  the  assembly  being  convened,  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  the 
more  effectual  preseiTation  of  the  government,  by  requiring  all 
persons  chosen  members  of  the  assembly,  to  conform  to  reli- 
gious worship,  and  receive  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper, 
according  to  the  usage  of  the  church  of  England.  By  this  act, 
all  dissenters  were  disqualified  from  sitting  in  the  assembly^ 
thougli  legally  elected,  and  the  candidate  who  had  the  greatest 
number  of  voices,  after  the  disqualified  dissenter,  was  to  be  ad- 
mitted. The  passing  of  tliis  act  was  unconstitutional  and  op- 
pressive. Another  bill  was  passed  for  establishing  religious  wor- 
ship in  the  province,  according  to  the  church  of  England,  and 
also  for  the  erecting  of  churches,  the  m^aintenance  ot  ministers, 
and  the  building  of  convenient  parsonages.  Botli  these  acts 
wxre  afterwards  signed  and  settled  by  John  lord  Granville,  then 
palatine,  for  himself  and  the  other  proprietors.  In  consequence 
of  the  last  act,  many  oppressions  w^ere  committed  by  the  go- 
vernment against  the  dissenters,  wiio  laboured  under  these  and 
other  grievances,  till  the  matter  at  length  was  brought  before 
the  house  of  lords,  who  having  fully  weighed  the  same,  address- 
ed the  queen  in  favour  of  the  Carolinians  ;  and  the  law^s  com- 
plained of  [1706.]  were  declared  null  and  void. 

An  Indian  war  having  broken  out  in  Carolina,  and  the  pro- 
prietaries finding  themselves  unable  to  maintain  it  against  tlie  In- 
dians, while  these  were  supported  by  the  French  a.nd  Spaniards, 
[1728.]  resolved  to  surrender  their  charter  to  the  crown.  One- 
eighth  of  the  province  belonged  to  lord  Carteret,  The  proprie- 
tors of  the  other  seven-eighths  were  to  receive  for  their  cession 
£  17,500  together  with  £  5000  more,  due  to  them  from  the  pro- 
vince on  account  of  outstanding  debts.  The  surrender  and  pay- 
ment'was  confirmed  by  a  British  act  of  parliament,  wherein  was 
a  clause,  reserving  always  to  }<'hn  lord  Carteret,  his  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, administrators,  and  assigns,  all  such  estate,  right,  and  title 
to  one-eighth  part  of  the  share  of  the  said  provinces  or  territo- 
ries, 
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rics,  and  to  onc-clghth  p;ut  of  all  arrears  as  was  his  due.  After 
passing-  the  act,  the  liritish  government  apulicd  itself  in  earnc.';t 
to  encourage  this  colony,  and  liobcrt  Johnson^  esq.  was  appoint- 
ed governor,  and  continued  such  till  he  died  in  l'735  ;  in  wlucl) 
year  Carolina  was  divided  into  two  Colonies,  Nortli  and  South, 
and  each  placed  under  a  separate  governor.* 

PcnmijlvLDiia  and  ihc  JJelaivcu'd  Coiuiiies  next  denvdml  our  at- 
tention. Mr.  JVilliiDii  Pdfrii,  one  of  the  joint  purchasers  of  the 
western  part  of  the  Jerseys,  having  received  the  most  exact  in- 
formation of  the  country  to  the  westward  of  the  Deleware,  while 
engaged  in  the  administration  of  the  joint  purchase,  became  de- 
sirous of  acquiring  a  separate  estate. 

He  presented  a  petition  to  Cliaries  11.  in  June  1G80,  stating 
not  only  his  relationship  to  the  late  admiral  ;  but  that  he  was  de- 
prived of  a  debt  due  from  the  crown,  when  the  exchequer  was 
shut.  He  prayed  for  a  grant  of  land,  lying  to  the  northward 
of  Maryland,  and  westward  of  the  Delaware  ;  and  added^  that 
by  his  interest  he  should  be  able  to  settle  a  province  which  might, 
in  time,  repay  his  claims.  Having  the  prospect  of  success,  ha 
copied  from  the  charter  of  Maryland  the  sketch  of  a  patent  which 
in  November  was  laid  before  the  attorney-general  for  his  opini- 
on. Pennhad  the  same  object  in  view  as  lord  Baltimore  had^ 
the  guarding  against  the  exertions  of  prerogative,  which  experi- 
ence had  taught  both  v/ere  very  inconvenient.  The  attornev  ■ 
general  declared  the  clause  of  exemption  from  taxation  illegal  : 
andchief  justice  North,  being  of  the  same  opinion,  and  observ- 
ing its  tendency,  added  the  saving  of  the  authority  of  the  English 
parliament,  so  that  it  was  stipulated  by  the  king,  for  himself  and 
his  successors,  "  that  no  customs  or  other  contribution,  shall  be 
laid  on  the  inhabitants  or  their  estates,  unless  by  the  consent  of 
the  porprietary,  or  governor  and  assembly,  or  by  act  uf  parliu^ 
onent  in  England.^' 

The  next  year  [l6Sl]  the  patent  v/as  granted,  in  considera- 
tion  of"  the  merits  of  the  father,  and  the  good  purposes  of  the 
son,  in  order  to  extend  the  English  empire,  and  to  promote 
useful  commodities."  It  was  provided  by  fit  clauses,  that  the 
sovereignty  of  the  king  should  be  preserved  ;  and  that  acts  of  par- 
hament,  concerning  trade  and  navigation  and  the  customs,  be 
duly  observed.  Penn  was  empowered  to  assemble  the  freemen^ 
or  their  delegates,  in  such  form  as  he  should  think  proper,  f.^i 
raising  money  for  the  uses  of  the  colony,  and  for  making  useful 
laws,  not  contrary  to  those  of  England,  or  the  rights  of  the  king- 
dom.    A  duoiicate  of  the  acts  of  the  assemblv  was  to  be  trans 
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mitted  within  five  ^'•ear  to  the  king  in  council,  and  the  acts  might 
be  declared  void  within  fix  months,  if  not  approved.^ 

The  novel  introduction  of  the  clause  subjecting  the  inhabitants 
of  Pennsylvania  to  taxation  by  act  of  parliament,  might  afford  an 
argument  against  being  so  taxed,  to  all  the  colonies  whose  charters 
contained  no  such  clause.  Dr.  Franklin  being  asked,  when  exa. 
mined  by  the  house  of  commons,  in  the  time  of  the  stamp  act, 
*'  Seeing  their  is  in  the  Pennsylvania  charter,  an  express  reser- 
vation of  the  right  of  parliament  to  lay  taxes  there,  how  could 
the  assembly  assert,  that  laying  a  tax  on  them  by  the  stamp  act 
was  an  infringement  on  their  rights  ?  answered,  "They  under- 
stand it  thus — by  the  same  charter  and  othenvise  they  are  enti- 
tled to  all  the  privileges  and  liberties  of  Englishmen.  They  find 
in  the  great  charters  and  the  petition  and  declaration  of  rights, 
that  one  of  the  privileges  of  English  subjects  is,  that  they  arc 
not  to  be  taxed  but  by  their  own  consent  :  they  have  therefore 
relied  upon  it,  from  the  first  settlement,  that  the  parliament  ne- 
ver would  or  could,  by  colour  of  that  clause,  tax  them  tifHt 
had  qualified  itself  for  the  exercise  of  such  right,  by  admitting* 
representatives  from  the  people  to  be  taxed."  You  will  recol- 
lect governor  Nicholson's  v/ritingin  1698,  "  a  great  many  peo- 
ple in  all  the  colonies,  especially  in  those  under  proprietaries, 
think  that  no  law  of  England  ought  to  be  binding  to  them  with- 
out their  own  consent :  for  they  fooHshly  say,  they  have  no 
representatives  sent  from  themselves  to  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land." [p.  39.] 

The  Pennsylvanians,  it  may  be  noted,  were  not  declared  by 
the  patent  to  be  English  subjects.  There  w^as  no  express  stipu- 
lation, as  had  been  inserted  in  all  the  other  colonial  patents, 
**  that  the  Pennsylvanians  and  their  descendants  should  beconsi^ 
dered  as  subjects  born  within  the  realm  ;"  for  the  lawyers  who 
revised  it,  considered  such  declaratious  as  nugatory,  since  they 
were  inferred  by  law.*  If  the  right  of  the  English  parHament 
to  tax  the  colonics  could  also  have  been  inferred  by  law,  why  was 
not  the  express  reservation  of  that  right  considered  likewise  as 
nugatory. 

In  May,  Penn  detached  Mr.  Markham,  his  kinsman,  with  a 
small  emigration,  in  order  to  take  possession  of  the  country,  and 
prepare  it  for  a  more  numerous  colony.  Care  was  taken  to  or- 
der an  humane  attention  to  the  rights  of  the  Indians. 

[1628]     The   frame   of  government   for  Pennsylvania  was 

published  iji  April.      It    was  forced  from  the  proprietary  by 

friends,  who  would  not  have  settled  his  country,  unless  gratified 

in  whatever  they  demanded.     It  underwent  a  similar  fate  with 

*  Chalmert's  Political  Aunals,  under  the  head  of  Pennfylvania. 
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the  constitutions  of  Locke;  and  after  a  variety  of  alterations, 
was  at  length  wholly  laid  aside,  and  a  simpler  form  established. 
Asa  supj)lenient  to  the  frame,  there  was  published,  in  the  sub- 
sequent May,  a  body  of  laws  agreed  upon  in  England  by  tlie 
adventurers,  whicli  was  intended  as  a  great  cliarter,  and  docs 
lionorto  their  wisdom  as  statesmen,  to  their  morals  as  men,  and 
to  their  spirit  as  colonists. 

Mr.  FoDU  desirous  of  carrying  his  religion  southward  to  the 
Chesapcak,  was  continually  soliciting  the  duke  of  York,  for  a 
grant  of  the  JJcimmrc  adonij.  The  prijice  at  length  wearied 
out,  conveyed,  in  August,  the  town  of  Newcastle,  with  a  terri- 
tory of  twelve  miles  round  ;  as  also  that  tract  of  land  extending 
southward  from  it  upon  the  Delaware  to  Capc-Henlopen.  It 
was  know^n  to  both  parties,  that  the  title  of  what  was  now  grant- 
f  d  was  extremely  exceptionable,  as  the  duke  could  transfer  no 
other  right  than  mere  occupancy  in  opposition  totlie  legal  claim, 
of  lord  Baltimore.  Penn,  liowx^-er,  v/ho  was  intent  on  his  own 
interest  in  those  parts,  immediately  assumed  the  powers  of  ju- 
risdiction. 

When,  for  the  first  time,  he  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  De- 
laware, October  the  24th,  he  found  them  inhabited  by  3,000 
persons,  composed  of  Swedes,  Dutch,  Finlanders  and  English. 
Not  only  his  own  colonists,  but  the  rest,  received  him  with  joy 
and  respect.  He  was  accompanied  thither  by  about  2,000  emi- 
grants, v/ho  being  either  quaViers  or  other  dissenters,  wished  to 
enjoy  their  peculiarities  and  religion,  in  a  country  that  offered  a 
peaceful  asylum  to  the  persecuted.  Mr.  Penn  immediately  en- 
tered into  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  and,  agreeable  to  the  bishop 
of  London's  counsel,  purchased  from  them  as  much  of  the  soil 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  colony  required,  for  a  price  that 
gave  them  satisfaction  :  he  also  settled  with  them  a  very  kind 
correspondence.  In  December,  he  convened  the  hrst  assembly 
at  Chester,  consiting  of  seventy-two  delegates  from  the  six  coun- 
ties, into  w4iich  they  had  divided  Pennsylvaniaand  the  Delaware 
colony,  soon  after  denominated  \\\q  territories.  The  inhabitants 
proposed  that  the  deputies  might  serve  both  for  the  provincial 
council  and  general  assembly ;  three  out  of  every  county  for  the 
former,  and  nine  for  the  latter.  Their  proposals  were  passed  by 
the  assembly  witliout  hesitation  into  an  act  of  settlement.  The 
persons  returned  were  declared  to  be  the  legal  council  and  as- 
sembly, and  every  county  was  empowered  to  send  the  same 
number  in  future,  which  in  the  same  manner  should  constitute  the 
legislature  ;  and  after  the  addition  of  a  few  other  explanations, 
the  modified  frame  of  government  was  solemnly  recognized  and 
accepted.     Then  an  act  was  passed,  annexing  the  territories  to 
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the  province,  and  comniunicating  totheonethesamepriviiegeSj 
government,  and  laws,  as  the  other  ah-ead)-  enjoyed.     Every  fo- 
reigner who  promised  allegience  to  the  king,   and  obedience  to 
the  proprietary,  was  at  the  sam.e  time  declared  to  be  afreeman, 
and  entitled  to  his  rights.     By  the  legislative  regulation,  establish- 
ed as  fundamentals  by  this  assembly,  factors  who  wTonged  their 
employers  were  to  make  satisfaction  and   one-third  over — not 
only  the  goods,  but  the  lands  of  the  debtor  were  subjected  to  the 
payment  of  debts — every  thing  wliich  excited  the  people  to  rude- 
ness, cruelty,  and  irreligion,  was  to  be  discouraged  and  severely 
.punished — no  person  acknowledging  one  God,  and  living  peace- 
ably in  society,  was  to  be  molested  for  his  opinions  or  practice^ 
•or  to  be  compelled  to  frequent  or  maintain  any  ministry  whatso- 
ever.    It  was  a  principle  of  the  great  charter,    "  that  children 
fhall  be  taught  some  useful  trade,  to  the  end  that  none  may  be 
idle,  but  the  poor  may  work  to  live,  and  the  rich,  if  tliey  be- 
^come  poor  may  not  want." 

Penn,  dissatisfied  with  the  act  of  settlement,  without  difficulty 
created  a  second  frame,  agreeing  partly  with  the  first,  modified 
according  to  the  act  of  settlement  in  certain  particulars,  and  in 
Eom.e  measure  essentially  different  from  both  ;  to  which  he  pro- 
cured the  assent  of  the  next  assembly^Jn  16S3  ;  but  which  in 
time  shared  the  fate  of  the  former. 

[1684.]  He  departed  for  England.  The  most  violent  dis- 
sensions followed  almost  instantly  upon  it,  the  provincial  council 
and  the  assembly  contending  eagerly  with  regard  to  their  mutual 
privileges  and  powers.  Tranquility  was  not  restored  by  the 
duputy  governor  Blackwell,  who  entered  upon  his  government 
in  December,  168 S. 

[1685.]  Toward  the  close  of  this  year  Mr.  Penn  obtained  a 
new  grant  to  the  Delaware  colony,  which  he  had  been  solicit- 
ing for  somiC  time. 

[1688.]  The  Pennsylvanians  and  their  rulers,  when  Black- 
well  entered  upon  his  administration,  were  so  much  engaged  in. 
their  own  contests  and  pursuits,. and  so  actuated  by  the  principles 
of  their  superior,  [the  proprietary  whose  attachments  to  James. 
II.  during  those  days  are  well  known]  that  they  seem  to  have- 
disregarded  that  signal  revolution  which  transferred  their  alle- 
gience  and  Pennsylvania  to  the  prince  and  princess  of  Orange: 
for  the  very  laws  and  governm.ent  of  the  province  were  admi- 
nistered in  the  name  of  the  abdicated  monarch,  long  after 
WilHam  and  Mary  had  been  formally  proclaimed  in  other  co- 
lonies. 

It  is  a  singularity  in  the  history  of  this  province,  that  neithen 
its  various  systems,  nor  its  fundamental  laws,  were  commu- 
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nicatcd  to  the  king  for  dlssirnt  or  apj)rub.ition,  though  strongly 
enforced.* 

Penn's  adherence  to  James  carried  him  to  such  lengths,  that 
he  was  considered  as  an  inveterate  enemy  to  the  protestanft  esta- 
blishment, and  was  for  some  time  excepted  out  of  the  acts  of 
grace  published  by  William  and  Mary  ;  who  appointed  colonel 
Flctclu}\  by  the  same  commission,  governor  both  of  New- York 
and  Pennsylvania.  In  the  commission  no  manner  of  regard 
seems  to  have  been  had  to  tlie  original  charter.  But  when  the 
assembly  met,  though  sixteen  short  in  number  towhatiiad  been 
before  usual,  through  the  change  made  in  the  writs,  they  passed 
>ii  vote,  ncm.  con.  "That  th^  hrvvs  of  this  yjrovince,  v/hich  were 
in  force  and  practice  before  the  arrival  of  this  present  governor, 
are  still  in  force  ;  and  that  the  assembly  have  a  right  humbly  to 
move  the  governor  for  a  continuation  or  confjrmation  of  the 
-same."  That  and  subsequent  assemblies  shewed  such  a  fixed  de- 
termination to  secure  their  rights,  that  neither  governor  nor 
lieutenant  governor  could  bring  them  to  bend  to  their  wishes. 

In  1696  Pcnn  had  so  well  managed  Inatters  at.  the  court  of 
England,  that  he  was  restored  to  his  right  of  naming  a  governor; 
and  in  the  beginning  of  17G0  hewentto  Pennsylvania  in  person. 
After  the  meeting  of  several  assemblies,  he  convened  one  in  Sep- 
tember, 1701,  and  informed  thcmof  the  indispensable  necessity- 
he  was  under  of  going  to  England,  to  obviate  some  ill  offices- 
done  by  his  and  their  enemies  with  the  government  there  ;  but 
offered  to  do  every  thing  that  was  in  his  power  to  secure  to  them 
their  privileges  and  properties.  The  assmbly,  in  their  answer, 
expressed  their  dissatisfaction  at  the  state  of  both,  and  required 
farther  security  ;  to  which  he  gave  evasive  answers,  but  offered 
to  leave  the  nomination  of  the  deputy  governor  to  themselves ; 
they  declined  it,  and  -went  upon  a  new  charter  of  privileges. 

lliis  introduced  a  breach  betYsreen  the  members  of  the  pro^ 
vince  and  those  of  the  territories  ;  the  latter  insisting  upon  some 
particular  privileges,  which,  when  refused  by  the  others,  made 
t-liem  withdraw  from  the  meeting,  and  it  required  all  the  autho- 
rity and  address  of  the  proprietary  to  make  up  the  breach.  At 
last,  after  great  heart-burnings  on  both  parts,  just  when  Mr. 
Penn  was  about  to  embark,  a  charter  of  privileges  was  presented 
to  him^  and  being  ratified  by  him,  became  the  rule  of  govern- 
ment in  Pennsylvania.  By  this  important  charter  liberty  of  con^ 
science  is  granted  ;  and  all  christians,  of  whatever  denomination, 
taking  the  proper  oaths  of  allegiance  and  lidciity,  are  enabled  to 
serve  the  government,  either  legislatively  or  executively.    The. 

*  Chalmers's  Annal*. 
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exclusion  of  all  persons  from  the  legislative  and  executive 
branches,  however  eminently  qualified,  and  v/ell  behaved  as 
members  of  civil  society,  unless  they  arc  christians,  does  not  ac- 
cord with  that  general  liberty  which  ought  to  prevail  in  national 
communities,  now  that  the  existanceof  all  theocracy  is  ended  by 
the  introduction  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  The  piety  of  the 
theorist,  and  the  subtilty  of  the  politician,  desirous  of  securing 
the  support  of  christians,  may  introduce  the  exclusion  into  writ- 
ten or  printed  agreements,  but  cannot  cstabUsh  a  practical  exclu- 
sion of  persons  opposed  to  Christianity,  He  must  be  both  simple 
and  uninformed,  who  will  not  admit,  that  many  deists  have  serv- 
ed the  Pennsylvania  and  other  excluding  governments,  either 
legislatively  or  executively. 

By  the  second  article  of  the  charter  it  is  provided,  that  an  as- 
sembly shall  be  yearly  chosen  by  the  freemen,toconsist  of  four 
persons  out  of  each  county,  or  of  a  greater  number,  if  the  go- 
vernor and  assembly  shall  so  agree,  on  the  1st  of  October  for. 
ever,  and  shall  sit  oii  the  14  th  following,  with  power  to  choose 
a  speaker  and  other  their  officers,  and  be  judges  of  the  qualifica- 
tions and  elections  of  their  own  members  ;  shall  sit  upon  their 
own  adjournments,  prepare  bills,  impeach  criminals,  and  re- 
dress grievances  ;  and  shall  possess  all  other  pov/ers  and  privi^ 
leges  of  an  assembly,  according  to  the  rights  of  the  free-born 
subjects  of  England,  and  the  customs  oboerved  in.  any  of  the 
king's  plantations  in  America.  If  any  county  or  counties  shall 
neglect  to  send  deputies,  those  who  meet,  provided  they  are  not 
fewer  in  number  than  two  thirds  of  the  whole,  shall  be  consider- 
ed as  die  legal  representatives  of  the  province. 

By  the  eighth  article,  in  cases  of  suicide,  ail  property  is  to^- 
descend  to  the  next  heirs,  as  if  the  deceased  had  died  a  natural 
death  :  nor  is  the  governor  to  be  entitled  to  any  forfeiture,  if  a 
person  shall  be  killed  by  causualty  or  accident.  The  same  article 
provides,  that  no  act,  law,  or  ordinance  whatsoever,  shall  at 
any  time  hereafter  be  made,  to  alter  or  diminish  the  form  or  ef- 
fect of  this  charter,  or  of  any  part  of  it,  without  the  consent  of 
the  governor  for  the  time  being,  and  six  parts  in  seven  of  the  as- 
sembly met — that  the  first  article,  relating  to  liberty  of  consci- 
ence, shall  be  kept  without  any  alteration  inviolably  for  ever — 
and  that  William  Penn,  for  himself,  i<(\  does  solemnly  declare, 
that  neitlier  he,  ^"f.  shall  do  any  thing  whereby  the  liberties,  in 
this  charter  contained,  nor  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  infringed  ; 
and  that  if  any  thing  shall  be  done  by  any  person  contrary  thereto, 
it  shall  be  held  of  no  effect. 

Ihis  new  constitution  differed  greatly  from  the  original. — 
The  governor  might  nominate  his  own  council,  and  he  was  left 
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single  ill  the  executive  part  of  the  government,  and  had  liberty 
to  restrain  the  legislative,  by  refusing  his  assent  to  tlicii-  bills. — 
'The  assembly,  on  the  other  hand,  acquired  the  important  privi- 
lege of  propounding  laws,  as  well  as  of  amending  or  rejecting 
them  ;  but  though  this  new  constitution  was  thankiuljy  accepted 
by  the  province,  it  was  unanimously  rejected  by  the  territories; 
aiid  aftairs  stood  in  this  untoward  state  when  the  proprietary  sail- 
ed for  England.  1  he  representatives  of  the  province  and  those 
of  the  territories  divided,  and  acted  as  two  distinct  bodies  ,  and 
the  attempts  to  unite  them  proved  ineffectual. 

The  territories  consisted  of  the  three  counties,  Newcasllc, 
Kent,  and  Susse.r,  on  the  Delaware,  and  arc  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  the  three  Lower  Counties  on  the  DeUvxarc,. 

Notwithstanding  Mr.  Penn  is  celebrated  as  the  wisest  of  legis- 
lators, the  asseinb!y,  about  the  year  1704,  unanimously  came  to 
mwQ.  resolutions,  in  which  they  complain  with  grear  grief  of  iiim, 
'*  for  undermining  his  own  foundations;  and  by  a  subtle  contri- 
vance, laid  deeper  than  the  capacities  of  some  could  fatiiom, 
finding  a  way  to  lay  aside  the  act  of  settlement,  and  dissove  his 
second  charter."*  He  was  likewise  charged  with  having  extoit- 
ed  from  the  province  great  sums  of  money,  'iliey  complained 
also  of  the  abuses  of  surveyors,  the  clerks  of  the  courts,  and  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  who,  they  said,  were  all  put  in  by  the  pro- 
prietary, so  that  he  became  his  own  judge  in  his  own  cause. — 
These  and  other  matters  w^ere  the  heads  of  a  representation,  or 
rather  remonstrance,  drawn  up  and  sent  to  Mr.  Penn,  then  in 
lOngland,  in  which  he  is  represented  as  an  oppressor,  and  as  fal- 
sify nig  his  word  in  almost  every  respect,  with  the  provinxials.-h 

'hie  disputes  which  subsisted  in  Pennsylvania  were  greatly  aug- 
m^entcd  by  the  intem.perance  of  the  quakers  themselves,  v/ho, 
notwithstanding  all  their  zeal  for  hberty  of'consciencc,  persecuted 
about  or  soon  after  1694,  George  Keith  (who  had  been  one  of 
their  most  famous  preachers)  upon  his  conforming  to  the  church 
of  England  ;  and  went  so  far  as  to  throw  him  into  prison,  'i'hey 
apoligrzed  for  their  conduct  by  pleading,  that  they  did  not  punish 
hnn  tor  his  religious  principles,  but  for  having  insulted  the  civil 
goveniment-t  \^i  this  was  a  good  plea,  the-  New-Englanders 
might  gain  great  advantages  from  it,  in  vindicating  themselves 
as  to  many  ot  the  severities  they  practised  upon  the  quakers,  who 
insulted  their  civil  governments,  beyond  what  will  be  easily  cre- 
dited by  those  who  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing  the 

*   Chalmer'^-'s  Ar>n:?!9,  p.  654. 
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transactions  of  that  period,  or  are  not  acquainted  with  the  abusive 
language  of  some  of  the  then  leaders  of  that  denomination — lan- 
guage which  the  body  of  modern  quakcrs  will  not  vindicate. 

It  only  remains  to  give  a  concise  account  of  the  settlement 
of  Georgia. 

In  1732  a  number  of  gentlemen,  considering  the  vast  benefit 
that  might  arise  from  the  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  Savan- 
nah and  the  river  Altamahat  petitioned  the  king  for  a  charter, 
which  was  accordingly  granted  on  the  ninth  of  June.  They 
ineant  that  the  country  should  be  made  a  bulwark  for  the  soutli- 
ern  colonies  against  the  Spaniards  ;  and  should  give  employment 
to  numbers  of  people  who  were  burthenscme  at  home  to  their 
friends  and  parishes.  The  charter  constituted  them  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  trustees  for  establishing  a  colony,  by  the 
name  of  Georgia,  including  the  country  from  the  most  northern 
-Stream  of  the  Savannah,  to  the  most  southern  stream  of  the  Al- 
tamaha.  The  corporation  was  to  subsist  for  21  years ;  and  after 
the  expiration  of  that  term,  the  governor  and  all  officers  were 
to  be  appointed  by  the  crown. 

Toward  the  end  of  August,  Sir  William  Heathcote  recom- 
mended in  the  strongest  terms,  to  the  directors  of  the  bank,  the 
interests  of  the  colony.  His  speech  had  the  desired  eiFect,  and 
the  members  of  the  court,  after  his  example,  contributed  largely 
toward  the  undertaking,  as  did  great  numbers  of  the  nobility, 
gentry,  clergy,  and  others ;  and  the  parliament  granted  £.10,000. 
By  the  beginning  of  November,  about  a  hundred  and  sixteen 
colonists  presented  themselves,  most  of  them  labouring  people; 
and  were  furnished  with  v/orking  tools  of  all  kinds,  stores,  and 
small  arms.  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  one  of  the  trustees,  generously  at- 
tended the  first  set  of  emigrants  to  Carolina,  where  they  arrived 
2n  good  health  on  the  15th  of  Januar}^  1733.  The  Carolinians 
made  them  a  present  of  100  breeding  cattle,  besides  hogs,  and 
twenty  barrels  of  rice  ;  and  furnished  them  with  a  party  of  horse 
and  with  scout  boats,  by  the  help  of  which  they  reached  the 
Savannali,  where  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  ten  miles  up  the  river,  pitch- 
<-'d  upon  a  spot  for  a  town  ;  and  on  February  the  9th,  the  build- 
ing of  the  first  house  commenced.  The  colonists  were  most 
generously  assisted  by  the  Carolinians  and  their  governor,  colo- 
lonel  Bull,  not  only  with  their  purses,  but  their  labour,  in  rais- 
ing the  new  town,  named  Savannah,  from  the  river. 

Mr.  Oglethorpe  was  waited  upon  by  a  numerous  deputation 
from  the  Lower  Creek  Nation,  with  whom  he  concluded  a  trea- 
ty ;  and  soon  after  set  out  for  Charles-Town,  on  his  return  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  arrived  in  1734,  bringing  with  him  several  In- 
dian chiefs  and  a  war  captain.     But  before  the  end  of  March 
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this  year,  more  emigrants,  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred,  were 
cjthcr  sent  over  by  charity,  or  went  at  their  own  cx[)enee. 

On  tlie  :50th  of  October  the  Indians  embarked  furtlieir  own 
country,  having  had  an  allowance  while  in  London  of  ,£'.  20  iD 
week,  of  which  they  spent  little,  as  they  commonly  ate  and 
drank  at  the  tables  of  persons  of  the  highest  distinction.  ThGy 
moreover  received  presents  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  riicy 
embarked  at  Gravesend,  in  a  ship  which  carried  over  a  number  of 
Saltzburghers,  being  German  protestants,  who,  with  others  of 
their  countrymen  that  followed,  settled  on  the  Savannah,  a  town 
they  called  Ebenczer,  and  which  by  their  liabits  of  industry  and 
sobriety  soon  became  considerable.  The  Georgians  made  a  sur- 
prising progress  in  clearing  their  lands  and  building  their  houses: 
and,  as  an  encouragement,  the  British  parliament  granted  them 
a  supply  of  c£'.26,000  which,  with  very  great  private  donations, 
.was  expended  upon  strengthening  the  south  part  of  Georgia. 
This  being  a  necessary  service  for  the  colony,  the  trustees  pitch- 
ed upon  the  highlandcrs  of  Scotland,  IGO  of  whom  went  over 
in  1735,  settled  themselves  upon  Altamaha  river,  and  gave  the* 
name  of  Darien  to  a  fort  they  built  there,  to  vv^hieh  they  after- 
wards added  a  smiU  town  called  Nev/  Inverness. 

In  February,  1736,  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  with  about  300  passen- 
gers on  board  two  ships,  anchored  in  the  road  of  Savannah.  He 
soon  began  building  another  town,  named  Frederica. 

[1737.]  A  misunderstanding  subsisting  between  the  courts  of 
London  and  Madrid,  and  advice  being  sent  from  South-Caroli- 
na to  Britain,  that  tire  Spaniards  at  St.  Augustine  and  the  Ha- 
vannah,  were  m,akij"ig  preparations  for  attacking"  Georgia,  the 
government,  at  the  request  of  the  trustees,  sent  thither  a  rc^i- 
nientof  600  men,  any  of  whom  at  the  end  of  seven  years  might- 
have  a  regular  discharge,  and  be  entitled  to  a  grant  of  tv/enty 
acres  of  land.  The  parliament  this  year  granted  the  colony  an- 
other supply  of  c£. 20,000  which  enabled  the  trustees  to  send 
over  a  fresh  embarkation,  of  persecuted  protestants. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  England  and  Spain, 
Mr.  Oglethorpe,  being  invested  with  a  general's  command,  pro- 
ceeded with  a  body  of  troops  to  attack  St.  iVugustine  in  n40y 
but  the  expedition  proved  unfortunate. 

In  1742  Georgia  was  invaded  by  about  5000  Spaniards  and 
Indians  from  St.  Augustine,  in  about  fifty  vessels  of  various' 
kinds,  v/ho  were  repulsed  by  the  general  at  the  head  of  the  Eng- 
lish forces,  and  a  small  body  of  Indians.  Had  the  Spanish  de- 
scent proved  successful,  the  Carolinians  must  have  been  in  ini- 
miuent  danger:  but  the  general's  good  conduct  secured  them* 
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and  he  received  congratulatory  letters  of  thanks  from  several  of 
the  American  governors,  for  his  great  and  important  services.* 
On  the  review  of  what  you  have  read,  you  will  note,  that  the 
colonists  were  very  early  in  declaring,  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
taxed  but  by  their  own  general  courts,  and  that  they  considered 
subjection  to  the  acts  of  a  parliament  in  wliich  they  had  no  re^ 
prcsentatives  from  themselves,  as  a  hardship — that  like  true 
born  Englishmen,  when  grievously  oppressed  by  governors  or 
others,  thev  resisted,  deposed,  and  banished ;  and  would  not 
be  quieted  till  grievances  complained  of  were  redressed — and 
that  not  a  colony,  Georgia  excepted,  was  settled  at  the  expence 
of  government. "  Toward  the  settlement  of  the  last,  parliament 
granted  i'..3 6,000  at  three  diifcrent  periods. 


L    E    T    T    E    R        II. 

Roxhiiry,  Juli)  9,  1772. 

THE  present  letter  begins  with  some  special  colonial  transac- 
tions subsequent  to  the  glorious  revolution.  Upon  inform- 
ation of  the  accession  of  William  and  Mary,  the  fort  at  New- 
York  was  seized  by  the  rabble,  while  the  lieutenant  governor 
Kicholson  and  the  council,  v/aited  with  anxiety  for  orders  to  pro- 
claim their  new  sovereign.  On  this  occasion,  Jacob  Leisler 
placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  insurgents;  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  protest  of  the  council,  possessed  himself  by  force  of  a  let- 
ter transmitted  by  king  William  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  or 
to  such  as  for  the  time  executed  the  law,  and  instantly  assumed  the 
name  and  exerted  the  authority  of  governor.  He  convened  two 
sessions  of  assembly  in  1G90,  Vvhich  passed  various  laws.  But 
colonel  Sloughter,  who  had  been  appointed  governor  in  August, 
1689,  arriving  in  March,  1691,  Leisler  was  made  prisoner,  and, 
with  others,  condemned  for  treason  and  murder ;  he  and  his 
principal  adviser  were  executed.  A  legal  general  assembly  was 
now  convened.  T'hc  precaution  taken  in  the  declaration  and^ 
bill  of  rights,  by  the  convention  and  parliament,  to  state  the 
Claims  of  Englishmen,  might  naturally  induce   the  Yorkers  to 

*  Modern  Uaivcrfal  Hifiory'  vclcxl  p.4;3-463.    3r;63. 

propose 


A,  7>.  1691.J  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION.  75* 

propose  somewhat  similar  for  themselves,  Iiad  tlicre  been  no 
prior  propensity  to  that  business.  Jjuttlie  }M-evailing  opinion  of 
the  colonists  naturally  dictated  to  them  the  seizing  of  the  present 
fovorahle  opportunity.  The  New- York  general  assembly  passed 
*'  an  act,  declaring  what  are  the  rights  and  privileges  of  their 
majesty's  subjects  within  the  province."  The  law  enacts, ''That 
t.hc  supreme  legislative  powcrand  authority  under  their  majesties, 
shall  for  ever  be,  and  reside  in  a  governor  and  council,  aj)])oinL- 
ed  by  their  majesties,  their  heirs  and  successors  ;  and  the  people 
by  their  representatives  met  and  convened  in  general  assembly.'" 
It  further  enacts,  ''  That  no  aid,  ta.v,  tallage,  iu:.  whatsoever, 
shall  be  laid,  assessed,  levied,  or  required,  of  or  on  any  their  ma-' 
Jesties  sabjeets  within  the  provinee,  6(e,  or  their  estates, ^upon  ajiy  v*" 
manner  of  eolour  or  pretenee  whatsoever,  but  by  the  aet  and  con"  ^ 
sent  of  the  govertior  and  council,  and  I'epre.^entative:;  qf  the  people.  \ 
in  generalasscDiblij  met  and  convened,'''  lliis  memorable  actwas 
a  virtual  declaration,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  had  a 
right  to  be  represented  in  assembly,  and  enjoyed  it  not  as  a  pri- 
vilege, through  the  grace  of  the  crown.*  Six  years  after,  in 
1697,  a  negative  was  put  upon  the  act,  probably  by  the  regen- 
cy, while  the  king  was  absent,  which  was  from  xVpril  the  26th, 
to  the  middle  of  November,  when  he  returned  after  the  peaca 
of  Ryswick  was  settled. 

The  Massachusetts  petitioned  for  a  renewal  of  their  former 
charter,  but  it  could  not  be  obtained  ;  and  many  reasons  were 
assigned  for  not  granting  it,  among  the  rest,  its  giving  them  no 
power  to  lay  taxes  and  raise  money,  especially  on  inhabitants 
not  being  of  the  company,  and  on  strangers  coming  to  or  trading 
with  them.  One  of  the  chief  acts  of  delinquency  alleged  in  tha 
writ  of  scire  facias,  issued  against  their  former  charter,  was, 
their  having  levied  money  of  the  inhabitants. 

[l69i.]  King  JVilliani  and  queen  Marj/  granted  a  new  char- 
ter,, in  wiiich  PUjniouth,  the  Main,  Acadia  or  Nova-Scotia,  and 
the  tract  lying  between  Nova-Scotia  and  the  Main,wQi'e  annex- 
ed to  and  made  a  part  of  the  Massachusetts.  It  was  complained  ot\ 
as  being  not  much  more  than  a  shadow  of  the  old  ;  seeing  that  the? 
appointment  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  secretary,  and 
all  the  officers  of  the  admiralty,  was  vested  in  the  crown  ;  that  the 
power  of  the  militia  was  wholly  in  the  hands  of  his  majesty's  gover- 
nor as  captain  general  ;  that  all  judges,  justices,  and  sheriffs,  were 
to  be  nominated  by  the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  council  ; 
that  the  governor  had  a  negative  upon  the  choice  of  counsellors  ; 
that  all  laws  enacted  by  the  general  assembly,  were  to  be   sent 

*  William  Smith's  liiftory  of  New-York,?.  75. 
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home  for  the  royal  approbation  or  disallowance :  and  that  na 
laws,  ordinances,  elections,  or  acts  of  government  whatsoever^ 
were  to  be  of  any  validit)',  w^ithout  the  consent  of  the  governor, 
signified  in  WTiting.  The  new  cliarter,  however,  conferred  on 
the  inhabitants  a  number  of  very  important  privileges,  and  was 
to  be  preferred  to  the  old  in  many  respects.  They  were  inform- 
ed by  the  best  civilians,  that  their  religious  liberties  were  forever 
secured  ;  and  that  they  could  be  touched  by  no  tax  or  law,  but 
s)f  their  own  making  ;  wdiicli  had  a  good  effect  in  quieting  then^ 
under  the  variations  to  wdiich  they  objected,. 

[lo92.]  Th^  i^vst -dct  oiihG.  A/assachiiselts  legislature,  after 
the  arrival  of  the  charter,  was  a  kind  of  Magna  Gharta,  assert- 
ing and  setting  forth  their  general  privileges,  and  this  clause  w^as- 
among  the  rest,  ''No  aid,  tax,  tallage,  assessment,  custom,  Icaiiy 
benexolence,  or  wipositkn  zi.'hatsoe'ver,  shall  be  laid,  assessed,  im^, 
posed,  or  levied  on  any  of  his  majestif's  siibjeets,  or  their  estates^ 
QU  any  pretence  ivhattier,  hut  by  the  act  and  cojisent  of  the  go- 
lernor,  council  and  representaincs  of  the  people,  assembled  iis 
general  court.'''  The  general  court  passed  others  favourable  tot 
liberty,  which  wxre  perused  by  the  ministers  of  England  at  a  dis- 
tant period  ;  and  with  the  preceding,  disallowed  of  by  the  regen- 
cy in  1695.  In  December  the  reasons  of  this  dissent  were  trans- 
mitted to  the  governor  and  council.  The- following  extract  from 
the  letter  sent  by  the  committee  of  plantations,  is  subjoined,  be» 
cause  of  its  being  so  extraordinary  and  decisive  :  "  Whereas,  by 
the  act  for  securing  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  preventing; 
illegal  imprisonments,  tire, -writ  of  Ha^beas  Corpus  is  required  to* 
be  granted,  in  like  manrier  as  is  appointed  by  the  statute  of  3i 
Charles  11.  in  England,  which  privilege  has  not  yet  been  grant- 
ed in  any  of  his  majesty's  plantations  ;  it  was  not  thought  in  his 
majesty's  absence,  that  the  said  act  should  be  continued  irr 
force,  and  therefore  the  same  hath  been  repealed." 

The  above  extract  makes  this  a  proper  place,  for  nientloning^ 
that  the  ancient  colonists  being  destitute  of  proper  security,  for 
want  of  an  Haebeas  Corpus  act,  w^ere  in  some  provinces  griev- 
ously oppressed.  Edward- Randolph,  surveyor-general,  during 
the  reign  of  William  111.  represented  their  condition  to  the  board' 
of  trade,  March  1709;  and  among  other -beneficial  regulations, 
he  recommended,  "That  it  being  the  practice  of  governors  to 
imprison  the  subjects  without  bail,  the  Ha?beas  Corpus  act  should 
be  extended  as  fully  to  the  colonies  as  it  is  in  England."  It  was 
accordingly  soon  after  conferred  on  Virginia,  by  queen  x\nne,. 
TJie council  in  their  address  said  upon  the  occasion,  "We,  the 
council  of  Virginia,  acknowledge  your  majesty's  late  favour,  in 
iillywins  us  the  b^^^iit  pf  thg  \:i^W^%  Cgrpusact,  and  in  ap=^- 
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pointing  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer,  for  tlic  more  speedy  cxc- 
ciition  of  jiistiee,  and  reiiet  from  long  im})risonments."  Thf 
ilower  liouse,  in  theirs,  said,  "  We  the  burgesses  now  assembled, 
4I0  beseech  your  majesty  to  accept  our  sincere  thanks  for  yoif.- 
many  favours  bestowed  on  your  subjects  of  this  colony.  VVc 
shall  not  pretend  to  enumerate  the  particulars,  nor  can  wc  omit 
mentioning  those  lately  communicated  to  us  by  your  majesty''3 
royal  instructions  to  your  governor,  wherein  you  have  asserted  •^ 
to  your  subjects  their  legal  rights  and  properties,  by  allowing; 
them  the  HLcbeas  Corpus  act.''''- 

The  extension  of  the  Ha^bcas  Corpus  act  to  the  plantations, 
■by  queen  Anne,  appears  to  have  been  only  by  instructions  to  the 
governors,  and  not  by  any  act  of  j)arliament.  By  what  prero- 
gative could  she  extend  that  act  to  the  colonists,  were  they  not 
before  entitled  to  its  beneiit?  If  entitled  to,  it  was  unjust  in  any 
^powcr  to  deny  them  the  advan-t-^ige  of  the  act;  and  the  royal 
favour  to  the  Virginians,  consisted  solely  in  the  queen's  assert- 
ing to  her  siibjcxts  their  legal  rights  and  properties  (as  the  bur- 
gesses expressed  themselves)  by  giving  su)table  directions  on  the 
business.  The  high  sense  of  colonial  liberty  exhibited  by  tlvc: 
York  and  Massacliuseetts  general  courts,  was  opposed  by  the 
English  government.  , 

[1696*]  An  act  was  passed  by  the  p-'irliamcnt,  declaring  that  7'^^  / 
*' All  lavvs,  bye-laws,   usages   and  customs,  which  shall  be  in  fit.  O. 
practice  in  any  of  the  plantations,  repugnant  to  any  lav/  made^, /^^ 
ur  to  be  made  in  this  kingdom,  relative  to  the  said  plantations, 
shall  be  void  and  of  none  effect." 

There  might  be  no  design  on  the  part  of  the  ministry  of  tax- 
ing any  of  the  colonies;  but  about  1696,  a  pamphlet  was  pub-   *^ 
JisTied,  recommending  the  laying  a  parhamentary  tax  on  one  of  ^    h 
them.     It  was  answered  by  two  others  much  read  ;  which  totally  *  ^ 
<lcnied  the  power  of  taxing  the  colonies,  because  they  had  no  re-  ]  n 
presentation  in  parliament  to  give  consent-     No  answer,  };ubiJc  1 
or  private,  v/as  given    to  these   pamphlets;  no  censure  passed  < 
upon  them  ;  men  were  not  startled  at  the  doctrine^  as  either  new  ^ 
or  illegal,  or  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  parliamentft 

Though  tlje  parliament  might  not  then  claim  the  right  of  tax- 
ing, they  claimed  the  right  of  punishing  disobedience  to  their 
laws,  with  the  loss  of  charter  privileges.  In  the  \\i\\oi]Viuiain 
■III.  an  act  was  passed  [  1699.  J  for  the  trial  of  pirates  in  America^ 
in  wiiicli  there  is  the  following  clause,  ''  Be  it  further  declared, 
iiiat  if  any  of  the  governors^  or  any  person  or  persons  in  autho- 
rity there,  siiali  nfuse  to  yield  obedience  to  tUisnet,  such  refusal  is 

*  Cha>lrR?rf'9  Poliilcal  Annals^         i    I-orfJ  Camden'*  Sp?*?cb  in  April  176^ 
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hereby  declared  to  be  2i  forfeiture  of  all  and  every  the  charters 
granted  for  the  govenwwnl  or  propriety  of  such  plantation."  _ 

Severity  is  stamped  upon  the  very  face  of  the  act,  in  making 
the  disobedience  of  a  governor,  the  Forfeiture  of  a  charter,  meant 
to  secure  the  liberties  of  thousands,  who  might   not  have  any 
the  least  power  of  preventing  such  disobedience.     The  proprie- 
ties and  charter  colonies  were  so  disinclined  to  admit  of  appeals 
to  his  majesty  in  council,  and  were  thought  so  to  thirst  after  in- 
dependence that  these  and  other  objections  against  them  were 
laid  before  the  parhament,  [HOI.]  and  a  bill  thereupon  brought 
into  the  house  of  lords  for  re-uniting  the  right  of  government  in 
.those  colonies  to  the  crown  :  but  better  council  prevailed,    and 
matters  were  left  unaltered.     Some  are  for  bringing  as  a  prece-- 
dent  for  the  parUament's   raising  a  revenue  from  the  colonies,, 
what  v/as  passed  in  H 10,  viz.    "-  An  act  for  establishing  a  gene- 
ral post-oifice  for  all  her  majesty's  dominions,  and  for  setthng,  a 
weekly  sum  out  of  the  revenues  thereof,  for  the  service  of  the 
war  and  other  her  majestv's  occasions."  By  this  act  the  postage 
of  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  America,  were  consolidated,, 
to  the  end  that  a  general  post-office  might  be  established  through 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  her  colonies  and  plantations  in  North- 
America  and  the  West-Indies,  and  all  her  other  dominions,  in 
such  manner  as  might  be  most  beneh'ciai  to  the  people :  and  that 
the  revenue  arising  form  the  said  office  might  be  better  improved. 
The  consolidation  made  a  new  act  necessary  ;  and  afforded  the 
opportunity  of  advancing  the  rates  of  letters.     I'he  v;eeklv  sum 
amounted  to  c£.700  and  was  to  be  paid  out  of  the  revenue  for  32 
years  ;  the  payment  was  made  perpetual  in  the  third  year  of  her 
successor,  having  been  soon  after  granted,  appropriated  by  ano- 
ther act  toward  paying  off,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  the  piin- 
cipal  of  o£.2,602, 200,  which  government  borrowed  of  the  public. 
Bv  the   act,  the    post-riders   carrying  the  mail,  Vv'cre  exempted 
from  paying  any  thing  for  passing  the  ferries  in  North-America.^ 
and  the  ferryman  was  subjected  to  a  penalty  of  live  pounds,  if 
he  did  not  convey  them  over  within  half  an  hour  alter  demanded.. 
Whatever  power  over  the  colonies  the  parliament  might  ex- 
ercise in  the  act,  the  dissimilarity  between  this  and  the  sugar  act,, 
passed  in  1764,  will  not  admit  of  the  former's  being  quoted,  with 
propriety,  as  a  precedent  for  the  latter,     lire  colonists  were  in 
no  wise  mieasy  at  it,  and  considered  not  the  American  postage 
in  the  light  of  an  internal  tax,  designed  for  the  raising  of  a  re- 
venue from  them  ;  for  it  was  but  a  few  comparatively  who  were 
affected  by  it ;  and  these  were  accommodated  in  the  conveyance 
of  their  letters,  received  a  full  equivalent  for  the  postage  of  them, 

and 
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and  were  not  bound  to  send  them  by  the  ])ublic  post,  when  th.cy 
preferred  a  private  conveyenc  e. 

In  respect  t.f  the  rcadniess  of  the  colonies  to  co-opcratc  with 
each  other  and  the  mother  country,  for  the  general  good,  they 
manifested  tb^e  same  as  occasion  required. 

[1690.]  'Jlie  Massachusetts  gcw(ird\  court  wrote  to  the  several 
governors  of  the  neighbouring  colonics,  desiring  them  to  appoint 
commissioners  *' to  meet,  advise,  and  conclude  upon  suitable  me- 
thods in  assisting  each  other  for  the  safety  of  the  whole  knd." 
llie  governor  of  Ne-jD-York  was  requested  to  signify  the  same 
io  Ahuy  la  fid,  iind  parts  adjacent. 

The  connnissioners  met  on  the  1st  of  May,  at  Nen'-Yoyk,  and 
werestiled  a  Coni;i\'ss,  as  maybe  concluded  from  the  follovvijig 
paragraph  in  Mr.  Stougliton's\tiicv  of  October  :J0,  l()y3,to  Lord 
Nottingham  :'^  "  I  crave  leave  further  to  acquaint  your  lordship, 
that  the  governor  of  Ate-ForA' having  written  unto  his  excellen- 
cy the  governor  here,  signif^/ing  his  appointment  of  a  meeting 
at  Ncw-Vork,  upon  the  first  Wednesday  of  this  month,  of  com- 
missioners from  the  several  governments  of  iVft^;-^';/.,^'/^/^^/,  Vir- 
giniay  6cc.  to  concert  and  agree  upon  a  certain  quota  of  men  and 
money,  for  the  defence  of  Albany,  &c.  in  observance  of  their 
majesties  commands  ;  it  happened  to  be  at  such  a  time,  and  un- 
der such  a  conjuncture  of  affairs  here,  that  no  meet  persons  could 
be  procured  to  attend  that  Congress.''  It  does  not  appear,  that 
there  was  any  congress  between  the  two  periods,  it  may  also 
be  observed,  that  the  first  was  procured  at  the  motion  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts general  court,  formed,  from  the  necessity  of  the  day, 
upon  the  vacated  charter,  before  a  new  one  was  granted  ;  and 
that  the  motion  originaied  in  the  court,  from  zeal  for  the  com^- 
mon  safety  of  the  colonies,  without  any  interposition  of  the^r 
majesties  command.  We  meet  with  no  congress  prior  to  what 
was  thus  procured. 

[Oct.  1-1-,  n09.]  At  the  desire  of  colonel  Vetch,  there  w^asa 
congress  of  several  governors,  with  some  of  their  council  and 
assembly,  to  consult  upon  the  intended  expedition  against  Cana- 
da, and  to  resolve  on  methods  for  securing  the  frontiers. 

[Oct.  31,  1711.]  The  Massachusetts  house  of  assembly,  at 
the  m.otion  of  lieutenant-general  Nicholson,  advised,  to  a  con- 
gress of  her  majesty's  governors  attended  with  such  persons  as 
the  governments  might  appoint.  The  council  appointed  two, 
and  the  house  three,  out  of  their  respective  bodies,  to  atiend  tlie 
governor  to  congress,  whkh  appears  to  have  met  attcrwards  a^ 
Ncw~Lo}ulo}i.  -^ 

*  HjtchinfQii's  Hillory,  Yoh  11.  p.  ta. 
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Eut  thr-.ugh  the  (conduct  cf  the  Massacliusetfs,  in  then'  exerti-' 
■ons  for  the  general  good,  was  highly  commendable,  their  beha- 
rdour  afterward-,  in  their  own  colonial  afiairs,  under  governor 
Shute,  was  greatly  censurable. 

[1722.]  The  house  of  assembly  attempted  to  take  from  co- 
^onel  Shiite,  those  powers  in  m.atters  relative  to  the  war,  which 
belonged  to  him  by  the  constitution,  and  to  vest  them  in  a  com- 
mittee cf  the  two  houses.  They  by  degrees  acquired,  from  the 
governor  and  council,  the  keys  of  the  treasury  ;  and  no  monies 
<:ould  be  issued,  not  so  much  as  to  pay  an  express,  w^ithout  the 
vote  of  the  house  for  that  purpose  ;  whereas  by  the  charter,  all 
monies  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  "  by  warrant  from 
£iie  governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council." 

The  ministry  v/ere  greatly  offended  at  the  governor's  being 
made  uneasy  ;  for  colonel  SImte  was  known  at  court  and  the  ot- 
iices  of  state,  under  the  character  of  a  very  worthy  gentleman, 
of  a  singular  good  temper,  fitted  to  make  any  people  under  his 
«:ommand  happy.  When,  therefore,  they  found  the  contrary 
in  the  Massucliusetls,  th^y  concluded,  that  the  people  wished  to 
have  no  governor  from  Great- Britain,  but  wanted  to  be  indepen- 
<lent  of  the  crown.  The  cry  of  the  city  of  London  ran  exceeding- 
Jy  against  them  ;  and  a  scheme,  that  had  been  long  planned  for 
taking  awav  the  charter,  had  nearly  been  executed  ;  but  was  for- 
tunately fi'ustrated  by  the  indefatigable  pains  of  Mr,  Jhimmer, 
their  then  agent  Their  own  council  at  home  were  obliged  to  a 
confession  o"f  their  illegal  proceedings.  [Jan.  1.5,  1725.]  Ah 
explanatory  charter  was  prepared,  proposed,  and  accepted.  Had 
it  nor  been  accepted,  the  design  was  to  have  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  British  kgislature,  ''  What  further  provisi^ 
on  may  be  necessary  to  supportand  preserve  his  majesty's  authori- 
ty in  the  colony,  and  prevent  similar  invasion  of  his  prerogative 
for  the  future." ^"^ 

It  had  been  iisual  to  give  instructions  to  the  several  governors, 
to  recommend  to  the  assembly  the  establishing  of  a  salary  suitable 
to  the  dignity  of  their  post ;  but  the  house  had  always  decHned 
comply  nig,prudently  apprehensive,that  disagreable  consequences 
might  ensue,  from  the  independency  of  the  governor  on  the  peo- 
ple over  whom  he  was  placed.  These  instructions  were  renewed 
whengovernor/jwr?2c'/v.as  appointed  to  the  chair,  who  adhering 
to  thciQ,  and  shovving  a  hxed  determination  not  to  part  with  go- 
vermental rights,  warm  disputes  foUuwed  between  him  and  the 

*  Hutchinron'8HIftory,  Vol.  TI.  p.  271^^.0,  294»  311-  and  governor 
Burnetts  Speech  to  the  MafTjchufetts  general  court;  'n\  the  Mafr'cnijletts  Re- 
cords for  1728. 
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liousc  of  representatives  ;  wliosc  treLitnient  ef  him  was  so  ^la- 
wurrai-ituble,  that  the  eouneil  board  [H'iiJ.J  within  a  week  attes 
the  affair,  expressed  their  eoneern  at  the  unbeeoniinp"  and  un- 
dutiful  treatment  given  to  his  excellency,  in  tlie  message  of  tho 
house  on  the  sixth  of  December., 

in  divers  instances  they  showed  such  a  disposition  to  encroacll 
upon  the  prerogative,  to  wrangle  with  their  governor,  and  to 
dispute  with  the  crown,  that  the  ministry  and  other  persons  ii-i. 
public  ofliccs,  as  is  natural  for  those  who  look  for  submissive 
compliance,  were  much  irritated;  and  im])rovcdto  the  utmost 
all  advantages  to  excite  prejudices  against  them. 

It  was  suggested  tlnVc  they  were  aiming  at  independence  \  and 
jealousies  were  raised  in  the  minds  of  some,  tliat  there  was  dan- 
ger of  the  colonics  setting  up  for  themselves.  Nevertheless,  it 
was  certain  that  such  a  scliemc  appeared  to  the  whole  countrj 
wild  and  extravagant ;  because  of  the  universal  loyalty  of  tlit: 
people,  beyond  what  was  to  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  the 
liritish  dominions,  together  w  th  the  infancy  of  the  colonIed> 
and  their  being  distinct  from  one  another  in  forms  of  govern- 
ment, religious  rights,  emulation,  of  trade,  and,  consequently^ 
their  affections  ;  so  that  it  was  not  suppus-il;lc  that  they  could: 
unite  in  so  dangerous  an  enterprise. -■■• 

However,  when  the  Massachusetts  petitioned  the  house  of 
commons,  praying  that  tliey  might  be  heard  by  council  on  the 
subject  of  grievances,  the  house  took  that  opportunity  of  disco- 
vering how  jealous  it  was  of  the  kingdom's  supremacy  and  un~ 
controulable  authority  over  the  colony  ;  for  the  commons  iiav- 
mg  considered  the  matter,  resolved,  "  That  the  petition  was 
frivolous  and  groundless,  a  high  insult  upon  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment, and  tending  to  shake  off  the  dipendenci/  of  the  saii 
colony  upon  this  kingdom,  to  wnich^  in  lau;  and  right,,  thej/ 
oiif^ht  to  he  subject.^' 

The  colonies  might  object  to  some  acts  passed  respecting  theni^ 
particularly — the  act  prohibiting  the  cutting  down  of  pitch  and 
tar  trees,  not  being  within  a  fence  or  enclosure — the  act  prohi- 
biting the  exportation  of  hats  made  in  the  colonies,  even  fron> 
one  colony  to  another ;  and  restraining  all  makers  of  hats  from 
taking  more  than  two  apprentices  at  a  time,  or  any  for  less  than 
seven  years,  and  entirely  from  employing  negroes  in  the  business 
— the  act  for  the  more  easy  recovery  of  debts  in  his  majesty's 
plantations  and  colonies  in  America,  vrhich  made  houses,  lands>" 
negroes,  and  other  real  estates,  assets  for  the  payment  of  debts. 
It  was  passed  in  1732,  upon  the  petition  of  the  English  merchants 

*  MafTachufetts  Records  for  J  729  ?.inl  I73I»      liutshinfon'f  liiflory,  VoL 
^1'  P«  355t  J^»;  j^i' 

trading. 


$0  The  history  of  the  [J,  D.  1733. 

trading  to  the  colonies,  who  comphiined,  that  the  Virginia  and 
Jamaica,  a  privilege  was  claimed  to  exempt  their  houses,  lands, 
tenements,  and  negroes,  from  being  attached  for  debt  ;  the 
lords  of  trade  at  the  same  time  represented,  that  the  assemblies 
of  those  colonies  could  never  be  induced  to  divest  themseWes  of 
these  privileges  by  any  act  of  their  own.  But  whatever  objecti- 
ons were  made  to  the  above  acts,  no  general  measure  was  adopt- 
ed to  obtain  their  repeal,  lliey  continued  in  being  ;  but  the 
hatters  act  v/as  disregarded :  and  methods  were  devised  for  fell- 
ing the  prohibited  trees,  when  the  neighbourhood  wanted  a  sup- 
ply. 1  he  operation  of  the  act  designed  for  the  benefit  of  credi- 
tors, w^as  too  often,  as  in  other  countries,  weakened  or  evaded 
by  the  dishonest  debtor.  Men  of  principle  gave  themselves  little 
concern  about  its  existance,  as  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  it, 
and  knew  that  the  same  v/as  intended  to  prevent  persons  being 
cheated  out  of  their  property. 

The  sugar  colonists  combined  together,  and  obtained  an  act 
against  the  trade  carried  on  from  the  British  northern  provinces 
to  the  DutcJi  and  French  colonies,  for  foreign  rum,  sugar,  and 
molasses.  The  act  passed  in  1733,  laid  a  duty  of  nine-pence  a 
gallon  on  rum,  six-pence  a  gallon  on  molasses,  and  five  pounds 
on  every  hundred  weight  of  sugar,  that  came  not  from  the  Bri- 
tish West-India  islands,  and  were  brought  into  the  nothern  co- 
lonies. It  was  professedly  designed  as  a  prohibition  from  the 
foreign  islands  ;  but  did  not  answer.  It  was  found  expedient, 
and  for  the  general  benefit,  to  admit  of  the  molasses,  &:c.  being 
mostly  run  into  the  colonies,  without  insisting  upon  the  duties, 
or  making  frequent  seizures.  The  act  unhappily  produced  an 
illegal  spirit  of  trading  :  but  was  continued  by  subsequent  ones 
down  to  176^!  ;  when  the  duty  on  the  molasses  was  reduced  to 
three-pence,  to  prevent  its  being  run  any  longer.  The  act  did 
not  oppropriate  the  monies  to  be  raised  by  the  duties,  so  that 
when,  in  length  of  time,  there  was  a  sum  in  the  hands  of  the 
receiver  worth  remitting,  a  demur  ensued  as  to  the  application 
of  it. 

The  monies  produced  by  this  and  other  acts,  were  not  con- 
sidered as  leal  taxes,  either  by  the  colonies  or  the  mother  coun- 
try. But  some  persons  wished  to  have  taxes  imposed  upon 
them  which  would  necessarily  produce  niany  good  posts  and 
places  in  America  for  courtiers  ;  and  during  the  war  with  Spaivy 
which  broke  out  in  1739,  a  sheme  for  taxing  the  British  colo- 
nies was  mentioned  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  He  smiled,  and  said, 
*'  1  will  leave  that  to  some  of  my  successors,  who  have  more 
courage  than  I  have,  and  are  less  friends  to  commerce  than  I 
am,     it  lias  bsea  a  maxim  with  me,  during  my  administration, 

to 
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to  cncouraf^c  the  trade  of  the  American  colonics  in  the  utmost 
JatitLidc  ;  nay,  it  has  been  necessary  to  pass  over  some  irreguhui- 
ties  in  their  trade  with  FAiropc ;  for  by  encouraging  them  to  aa 
extensive  growing  foreign  commerce,  if  they  gain  £.500^000  I 
am  convinced,  that  in  two  years  afterwards  full  „£,.  2.5  0,000  of  their 
gains  will  be  in  liis  majesty's  exchequer,  by  the  labour  and  pro- 
duce of  this  kingdom,  as  immense  quantities  of  every  kind  of 
our  manufactures  go  thither  ;  and  as  they  increase  iu  their  foreign 
American  trade,  more  of  our  produce  will  be  wanted.  This  is 
taxing  them  more  agreeably  to  their  own  constitution  and  ours.'* 

Had  the  scheme  for  taxing  the  colonies  been  attempted,  ic 
would  have  occasioned  a  ferment  that  must  have  prevented  those 
exertions  in  the  common  cause,  which  were  given  into  by  the 
Xeii'-lLng/anderSy  especially  the  I^ay-meny  so  the  inhabitants  ot 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  are  frequently  called. 

War  being  declared  against  Spain,  a  requisition  of  troops  was 
made  to  the  Massachusetts,  and  a  larger  number  raised  and  em- 
barked on  liis  majesty's  service  than  was  required,  of  whom, 
scarce  one  in  fifty  returned, 

[1744.]  Upon  receiving  the  declaration  of  wzv  \v\\h  France^ 
the  general  court,  then  sitting,  made  immediate  provision  for 
raising  forces  ioi  Anapolis,  in  Nova-Scotia :  they  happily  arrived 
in  season  ;  and  were  the  probable  means  of  saving  the  country. 
Divers  tinies  afterward,  Nova-Scotia,  when  attacked  by  the 
French,  was  relieved  by  the  Bay-men  ;  so  that  during  that  uv.- 
prosperous  war,  possession  was  always  kept  of  it  for  the  crown 
of  Great-Britain. 

[1745.]  But^  the  most  important  service  to  be  mentioned, 
is  the  reduction  of  Louisburg.  Governor  Shirley's  heart  was 
set  upon  effecting  it.  He  prevailed  upon  the  two  houses  to  lay 
themselves  under  an  oath  of  secrecy;  and  then  communicated 
his  plan  of  the  expedition.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  con- 
sider it,  and  were  several  days  in  deliberation.  After  mature 
consideration,  a  majority  disapproved  of  the  proposal.  The  re- 
port was  accepted,  and  the  members  of  the  court  laid  aside  all 
thoughts  of  the  expedition.  By  the  governor's  influence  proba- 
bly, as  well  as  with  his  approbation,  a  petition  from  a  number  of 
merchants  was  presented  to  tiie  house  of  representatives,  praying 
a  re-consideration  of  their  vote,  and  their  agreement  to  the  go- 
vernor's proposal.  A  second  committee  reported  in  favour  ot  it. 
The  report  was  debated  in  the  house  the  whole  day.  It  is  re- 
markable that  Mr.  Oli'jer^^  fell  down  and  broke  his  leg,  while 
going  to  the  house,  with  a  full  design  of  opposing  the  expedition. 

*  The  prcfcnt  lieutenant  governor.    ti77*  J 
YoL,  I.  I.  Hi§ 
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Mis  presence  would  have  made  a  majority,  and  overset  it;  but 
this  accident  occasioned  his  absence  ;  and  upon  the  division  in 
the  house  at  night,  the  numbers  were  equah  The  speaker, 
Thomas  Hutchinson^  esq.*  was  called  upon  to  give  the  casting 
vote  ;  which  he  did  in  favour  of  it,  though  he  opposed  it  when 
in  the  committee.  He  was,  probably,  prevailed  upon  thus  to 
•vote,  that  he  might  secure  tlie  favour  Ql  the  governor,  and  ren- 
der himself  the  more  popular. 

[Jan.  25-]  Th<i  point  being  nov/  settled,  there  is  an  immedi- 
ate union  of  botli  parties  ;  and  all  are  equally  zealous  in  carrying 
ihe  design  into  execution.  Messengers  are  dispatched  as  far  as 
Vennsi/liania^  to  entreat  the  jujiction  of  the  several  governments 
in  the  expedition.  All  excuse  themiselves,  except  Connecticut^ 
JS^ew-JIampshire,  and  Rhodc-Idand,  The  first  agrees  to  raise- 
500  men,  the  other  two  300  each.  Connecticut  and  Rhodes 
Island  consent  also,  that  their  colony  sloops  shall  be  employed 
as  cruisers. 

The  time  for  preparing  is  short.     But  the  winter  proves  sa 
favourable  that  all  kinds  of  out-door  business  is  carried  on  as^ 
■^[^cll,  and  with  as  great  dispatch  as  at  any   other  season.     The 
appointment  of  a  general  officer  is  of  the  utmost  consequence. 
He  must  be  acceptable  to  the  body  of  the  people  ;  the  iniistment 
depends  upon  this  circumstance.     It  is  not  easy  to  find  a  persoi> 
thus  qualified,  willing  to  accept.     Colonel  Peppcrrcllf  has  the 
offer  from  the  governor :  but  it  has  rather  pressed  into  the  service 
than  engage  voluntarily.  His  example,  in  quitting  for  the  pre- 
sent his  extensive  mercantile  business,  has  considerable  influence^ 
and  induces  inferior  officers,  and  even  private    soldiers,,  to  quit 
their  smaller  concerns,,  for  the  service  of  their  country.    Cover- 
nor  Wentworth,  of  New-Hampshire,  offers  afterwards  to  take 
the  command  of  the  expedition.     Two  or  three  gentlemxcn  of 
prudence  and  judgment,  are  consulted  upon  the  occasion,  hj 
governor  Shirley,  who  finds  tliem  clearly  of  opinion,  that  any 
iiiteratlon  of  the  present  command,  would  be  attended  with  the- 
greatest  risk  of  entirely  disgusting  both  the  Massachusetts  assem- 
bly and  soldiers. :|:     By  the  efforts  of  a  general  exertion  in  all 
orders  of  men,  the  armament  is  ready,  sails,  and  arrives  at  Canso^ 
the  fourth  of  April.     The  Bay-men  consist  of  3,250  troops,  ex- 
clusive of  commission  officers.     The  New-Hampshire  forces- 
304,  including  officers,  arrived  four  days  before.    The  Convec- 
iicut.hQmg  516,  inclusive,  arrive  on  the  25th.     The  300 lihodc-^ 
Islanders  do  not  arrive  till  the  place  has  surrendered. 

*  The  prefent  governor.     (i77z.) 

t  Grand  father  of  the  prefcnt  Sir  William  Pepperrell.     (1787.) 

$,  Governor  Shirley 'lis^t^f  of  f.?bnjary  ?6|  1744- 
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Toward  llic  end  of  the  month,  commodore  iVorren  arrives 
from  the  West-Indies,  with  a  sixty  gun  ship,  and  two  of  forty  ; 
and  joins  another  of  forty,  which  had  reached  Canso  the  day 
before,  in  consequence  of  his  orders,  received  while  under  sail 
from  Portsnioutli  in  Nezt-Jianipshirej  on  her  way  to  Britain. 
The  men  of  war  sail  immediately  to  cruise  before  Loidsbiirg. 
'J 'he  forces  soon  follow,  and  land  at  Chupdauroic^c  lUiy  the  last 
day  of  A})ril.  The  transports  are  discovered  from  ihe  town 
early  in  the  morning,  which  gives  the  inhabitants  the  fast  know- 
ledge of  the  design. 

The  second  day  after  landing,  -IQO  men  march  round  behind 
the  hills,  to  the  north-east  harbour,  where  they  get  about  mid'- 
Jiight,  and  iive  all  the  houses  and  store-houses  until  they  come 
within  a  mile  of  the  grand  battery,  'J  lie  clouds  of  thick  smok«ii 
proceeding  from  the  pitch,  tar,  and  other  combustibles,  prevent 
the  garrison's  discovering  the  enemy,,  though  but  a  few  rodsdis«- 
tiint.  lliey  expect  the  army  upon  thera^  and  desert  the  fort, 
having  thrown  their  powder  into  a  well ;  but  the  cannon  and 
shot  are  left,  and  prove  of  service  to  the  Americans.  A  party, 
less  than  twenty,  come  up  to  the  battery  the  next  morning  early  ; 
and  seeing  no  signs  of  men,  suspect  a  plot,  and  are  afraid  to 
enter.  At  length,  an  Indiaii,  for  a  pint  of  rum,  ventures  in 
alone  thraugh  an  embrasure,  and  discovers  the  state  of  it  to  the 
rest,  just  as  a  number  of  French  are  re-landing  to  recover  pos- 
session. 'I'he  army  has  near  tv/o  miles  to  transport  their  can* 
lion,  mortars,  he  through  a  morass,  lliis  must  be  done  by 
mere  dint  of  labour.  The  hardiest  and  strongest  bodies  are  em- 
ployed, and  the  service  performed,  agreeable  to  the  advice  of 
major  Ezekiel  Oilman,  of  Exeter,  who  having  been  used  to  draw 
the  masts  over  the  swamps,  proposed  making  sleds  to  put  the- 
cannon,  occ.  upon,  and 'then  yoking  the  men  together  for 
draught  The  men  know  nothing  of  regular  approaches.  They 
make  merry  with  the  terms  zigzags  and  epaiikments ;  and  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  night,  go  on,  void  of  art,  in  their  own  na- 
tural way. 

While  the  forces  are  busy  ashore,  the  men  of  war  and  other 
vessels  are  cruising  off  the  harbour,  when  the  weather  permits; 
and.  on  the  eighteenth  of  May,  capture  a  French  sixty-four  gu!i 
ship,  having  560  men  onboard,  and  stores  of  ail  sorts  tor  the 
garrison.  This  prize,  with  the  arrival  of  other  British  ships, 
make  the  commodore's  fleet  eleven  by  the  12th  of  June,  cui:- 
Sisting  of  a  64,  four  of  60  guns,  one  of  50,  and  five  of  40.  ^  h 
is  given  out  that  an  attack  wnW  be  made  by  sea  with  the  ships, 
■on  the  eighteenth,  while  the  army  do  the  like  by  land.  Whe- 
ther a  general  storm  is  reallv  intended  or  not,  the  French  seera 

to 


s* 


Tks  history  of  ths  [J.D.114S, 


to  expect  it,  from  the  preparations  on  board  the  men  of  war, 
and  do  not  incline  to  stand  it.  On  the  fifteenth,  a  flag  of  truce 
is  sent  to  the  general,  desiring  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  that  they 
may  consider  of  articles  for" a  capitulation.  Tim.e  is  allowed;, 
but  their  articles  are  rejected  by  the  general  and  commodore, 
and  others  oitered,  which  are  accepted  by  the  French,  and  hos- 
tages exchanged.  The  city  is  delivered  up  ontlie  nth  of  June. 
But  as  it  is  the  time  to  expect  vessels  from  all  parts  to  Louis- 
burg,  the  French  flag  is  kept  flying  as  a  decoy,  l^wo  East-India, 
an^  one  South  Sea  ship,  of  the  value  of  c£.600,000  sterling,  are 
taken  by  the  squadron,  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  into  which 
they  undoubtedly  meant  to  enter. 

The  weather  proved  remarkably  fme  during  the  siege  ;  the 
day  after  the  surrender  the  rains  began,  and  contiriued  ten  days 
incessantly^  v/hich  would  undoubtedly  have  proved  fatal  to  the_ 
expedition,  had  not  the  capitulation  prevented.  It  is  not  of 
material  consequence  for  us  to  determine  whether^  the  land  or 
sea  force  had  the  greatest  share  in  the  reduction  of  Louisburg^ 
Neither  would  have  succeeded  alone.  But  there  was  certainly 
the  strongest  evidence  of  a  generous,  noble,  pubHc  spisit,  in  the 
Kew-Englanders,  which  iirst  inclined  them  to  the  undertaking, 
and  of  a  lirmness  of  mind  in  the  prosecution  of  it ;  for  the  la> 
i)Oury  fatigue,  and  other  hardships  of  the  siege  were  without  pa- 
rallel in  all  preceding  American  operations.*  The  paying  of 
the  charges  of  this  expedition  in  1748,  lessens  not  the  merit  of 
the  New-England  attempt;  for  they  began  it  when  they  had  no 
promise,  and  very  little  prospect  of  being  reimbursed.  Had  it 
Tiot  succeeded,  they  would  not  have  been  reimbursed,  and  must 
therefore  have  been  involved  in  the  greatest  distress.  This  they 
foresaw,  and  yet  cheerfully  ran  the  risk  for  the  public  service^ 
It  v/ould  have  cost  the  crown  double  the  sum  paid  the  New- 
England  governments,  to  have  sent  an  armament  from  Great- 
Britain  for  the  reduction  of  the  same  place..  I'he  colonies  met 
witli  a  heavy  loss,  not*  easily  repaired,  in  the  destruction  of  the 
floAver  of  their  youth,  by  camp  fevers,  other  sicknesses,  the  hard- 
ships and  distresses  of  tlie  siege.  Of  how  much  importance 
Louisburg  was  in  the  opinion  of  the  French,  appeared  from 
their  demanding  two  hostages  of  the  first  nobility  in  Britain  as 
pledges  for  its  restitution. 

*  Hutchinfon's  Hiflory,  Vol.  II.  p.  407 — 4ao.  The  above  account  varlea^ 
from  Iiutchinfon'3,  being  corredled  in  rome  inftances,  from  a  nianufcript 
copy  of  the  Hjllory  of  the  Rcduaion  of  Louifburg,  fent  by  Mr.  Shirley,  to 
the  duka  cf  NevvcaUif  5  and  improved   in  oihers  from  information  givca 
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Should  you  hereafter  read,  "The  leading  men  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Massackusdts,  having  been  guilty  of  certain  mal- 
practices, for  which  they  were  in  danger  of  being  called  to  an 
account,  projected  the  expedition  against  Cape  Bn'ton^  in  order 
to  divert  the  storm :  and  proving  successful,  the  linglish  nation 
was  so  overjoyed  that  they  forgot  every  other  idea  in  the  gene- 
ral transport,  so  that  the  planners  and  conductors  of  the  expedi- 
tion, instead  of  being  called  to  an  account  for  former  misde- 
meanors, found  themselves  caressed  and  applauded" — believe  it 
not — especially  should  the  writer  give  "this  public  notice,  £ 
build  nothing  upon  the  present  narration  \  and  1  only  offer  it 
(because  not  corroborated  by  sufiieient  evidence)  as  a  probable 
case,  and  as  my  own  opinion."*  Should  he  be  a  D.  D.  you 
may  think  it  would  have  been  well  for  him  to  have  recollected 
the  complaint  ot  Jerania/i,  "  I  heard  the  'defaming  of  many  ; 
report,  .sv/y  theij^  and  we  will  report ;"  and  so  to  have  been  silent 
on  the  head  of  Cape  Breton.  Should  you  judge  it  uncharitable 
to  retort  upon  him  ;  yet  you  may  deem  it  just  to  remind  him  of 
his  'own,  do  you  find  him  using  such  like  expressions  as  these, 
"  As  I  never  believed  Dr.  Franklin  in  any  public  matter,  ex- 
cepting in  his  electrical  experiments,  I  was  resolved  to  see  with 
my  own  eyes,  whether  what  he  advanced  was  true  or  not,  hiav- 
ing  a  strong  suspicion  that  he  fibbed  designedly,  like  Sir  Henry 
Wotton's  ambassador,  patrue  causa.'' f 

But  to  return,  the  year  after  the  reduction  of  Louisbur^^ 
[1746.]  Great-Britain  entertained  the  design  of  reducing  Cana- 
da ;  and  requisitions  were  made  to  the  colonies,  from  New- 
Hampshire  to  Virginia,  inclusive.  It  v/as  expected  that  they 
should  raise  at  least  5;000  men-,  they  voted  8,200;  and  the 
jSIassachuseitSy  to  the  amount  of  3,500,  were  ready  to  embark 
by  the  middle  of  July,  about  six  weeks  from  the  first  notice]: 
Though  the  expedition  was  not  prosecuted,  this  did  not  lessen 
tlie  merit  of  the  colonies  in  preparing  to  second  the  views  of  the 
British  government. 

[n48.]  No  sooner  were  the  distresses  of  war  closed,  by  the 
renewal  of  peace,  than  the  colonists,  particularly  ox  New -Eng- 
land, were  alarmed  vvith  the  report  of  an  ^/w^'rzW/.'i  Episcopacij; 
which  it  was  the  most  earnest  desire  of  Dr.  Thomas  Seeker,  late 
archbishop  of  Canterhuri/,  to  establish.     'I'hc  doctor,  when  bi- 
shop of  Oxford,  in  his  sermon  before  the  society  for  propagating 
slie  gospel,  &;c.  "  began  those  invectives  against  the  colonists  and 
their  religious  character,  which  have  been  unwarily  continued, 
and  were  founded  entirely   upon  misinformations  and  misre- 
*  Seethe  pofilVript  of  Dean  Tucker's  Humble  Addrefj. 
f  The  Dean's  Letter  lo  Kdnuind  Biiike,  cTq-  p.  27, 
j  Ku:chir.ioa'i  Hifiory,  Vol.  II.  p.  424. 
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presentations  of  interested  persons,  the  missionaries  especially, 
who  found  their  account  in  abusing  better  christians  than  them- 
selves."* This  conduct  had  not  the  least  tendency  to  reconcile 
them  to  the  project,  but  the  direct  contrary  :  and  argued  a  secret 
bitterness  ot  spirit,  which  promised  no  great  moderation,  if  the 
.scheme  of  episcopising  succeeded.  The  talk  of  introducing  bi- 
shops into  America,  was  very  warm  among  the  episcopalians  ia 
Connecticut;  and  it  is  not  an  uncharitable  conjecture,  that  it 
originated  from,  or  was  promoted  by  the  zeal  of  bishop  Seeker. 
During  the  height  of  the  conversation,  a  worthy  <li\ine,  now 
at  Rhode-Island,  had  the  hopes  of  a  bishopric  held  out  to  him, 
to  induce  him  to  turn  episcopalian,  though  vs^ithout  effect  Ihe 
colonists  had  reason  to  dread  the  introduction  of  episcopacy,  for 
it  could  not  be  thought  it  should  come  unaccompanied  with  such 
a  degree  of  civil  power  as  would  at  length  trample  upon  the 
xig^liLs  of  other  denominations.  An  extensive  and  uiiited  hierar- 
chy, however  named,  when  armed  with  civil  authority  and  in 
aUiance  with  state  power,  is  a  dangeaous  engine,  if  under  the 
direction  of  a  crafty  politician.  M'lie  failure  of  the  episcopising 
project  at  this  pericKl,  might  be  owing  in  a  great  measure,  to 
the  part  the  disseutivg  deputation  acted  upon  the  occasion :  for 
which  the  representatives  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  returned  them 
their  thanks,  in  a  message  signed  by  the  speaker.f  But  though 
the  colonies  were  relieved  from  this  cause  of  uneasiness,  they 
were  laid  under  another,  by  the  parliament's  passing  an  act,  en- 
acting, "That  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  1750, 
no  viill  or  other  engine  for  slitting  or  rolling  of  iron,  or  any 
platting  forge,  to  work  with  a  tilt  hammer,  or  any  furnace  for 
making  steely  shall  be  erected  ;  or,  after  such  erection,  continu- 
ed in  any  of  his  majesty'' s  colonies  in  j^merica'' 

The  four  New-England  colonies,  however,  had  no  just  reason 
to  complain,  when  the  power  of  parUament  passed  an  act  [  175 1 .] 
"to  regulate  and  restrain  paper  bills  of  credit  in  said  govern- 
ments, and  to  prevent  the  same  being  legal  tenders  in  payment 
of  money  ;"  as  they  hadmiade  the  act  absolutely'necessary,  that 
so  British  creditors  might  be  secured  Irom  being  defrauded  by  a 
legal  tender  of  a  depreciated  and  depreciating  paper  currency. 

The  year  after  the  peace,  a  grant  of  600,000  acres  of  the  finest 
American  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Ohio,  was  made  out 
to  certain  noblemicn,  merchants,  and  others,  of  Westminster^ 
London,  and  Virginia,  who  associated  ujiderthe  title  of  the  Ohio 
Companij.     The  governor  of  Canada  obtained  early  intelligence 

*  See  a  collection  of  le'ters  and  elTays  in  favour  of  puU'c  liberty,  in 
three  Vols,  printed  for  Wilkie.  Vol.  III.  p.   34.  4Z. 

t  Sec  ^  fn^ri  account ef  ibe  proceedings  of  the  deputslicn.  p.  9, 
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Ox^  it ;  and  was  alarmed  with  the  apprehension  tliat  a  Jichemc  was 
in  agitation,  which  would  forever  deprive  the  French  of  the  ad- 
vantage arising  from  the  trade  with  the  'J\cighhvccSy  and  cut  off 
the  communication  so  beneficial  to  the  colonics  of /.o«/.s7«y2rt  and 
Canada.  He  wrote  therefore  to  the  governors  of  AVr^-i'djrA"  and 
JPennsijlvania,  acquainting  them  th-at  the  English  traders  had  en- 
croached on  the  French  territories,  by  trading  with  their  Indi- 
ans ;  and  that  if  they  did  not  desist,  he  should  be  obliged  to  sci/.cr 
them  wherever  they  were  found.  I'his  was  the  iirst  time  that 
cither  French  or  British  had  pretended  to  any  exclusive  trade 
with-  any  Indians,  or  even  the  declared  friends  and  allies  of 
cither ;  for  ft  v\^as  expressly  stipulated  at  the  treaty  of  IJirecht^ 
that,  on  both  sides,  the  two  nations  should  enjoy  full  liberty  or' 
going  and  coming  :^-mong  the  Indians  of  either  side,  on  account* 
uf  trade  ;  and  that  the  natives  of  the  Indian  countries  should', 
with  the  same  Hbcrty,  resort  as  they  pleased,  to  tlie  British  or 
French  colonics,  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  witiiout  any  molest- 
ation from  either  the  British  or  French  subjects. 

The  British  Indian  trade  had  been  carried  on  mostly  witit 
Fcnnsijhania^  by  tlic  river  Sasquehaiina  ;  a  great  part  of  it  was- 
now  to  be  diverted  into  another  channel  by  the  O/iio  covipani/ ;., 
who  by  opening  a  waggon  road  through  the  country,  and  build- 
ing a  truck-house  at  Jliirs-creck,  were  providing  for  its  being, 
carried  into  Virginia  by  theFalomack.  'llic  Pennsylvania  trad- 
ers, jealous  of  the  Ohio  company,  wxre  upon  the  watch  to  in- 
jure them,  which  soon  offered,  when  Mr.  Gist  w^as  employed  by 
the  company,  in  surveying  the  lands  upon  the  Ohio,  in  order  to. 
their  procuring  G00,000  acres  of  the  best  and  most  convenient  for 
the  Indian  trade.  He  carefully  concealed  his  design  from  the 
Indians,  who  wereno  less  suspicious  and  inquisitive;  and  being;_ 
jealous  that  he  meant  to  settle  their  lands,  made  use  of  threats  J 
They  were  not  pacified  till  there  was  delivered  to  them  a  pre- 
tended message  from  the  king  of  Great-Britain,,  The  Pennsyl- 
vania traders,  actuated  by  revenge,  informed  both  French  andT 
Indians,  what  was  the  service  on  vWiich  he  was  employed  ;  andl 
while  he  wa8  on  his  progress  inthe  spring  of  1771,  some  French 
parties,  w^th  their  Indians,  put  the  governor  of  Canada's  menace 
into  execution,  and  [1753.]  seized  the  British  traders  wha 
were  trading  among  the  Twightwees,  and  carried  them  to  a  fort, 
they  were  building  on  the  south  side  of  lake  Eric.  The  British^ 
alarmed  at  the  capture  of  their  brethren,  retired  to  the  Indian, 
towns  for  shelter,  and  the  Twighiwees,  resenting  the  violence: 
d-one  their  allies,  assembled  to  the  number  of  iive  or  six  hundred^ 
and  scoured  the  woods  till  they  found  three  French  traders,  whon*- 
the)'  sen4  to  Pennsylvania,    The  French;  howevcrj  determined 
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to  persist ;  and  proceeded  to  build  a  second  fort,  about  fifteen 
miles  south  of  the  former,  upon  one  of  the  branches  of  the 
Ohio.  They  also  erected  a  fort  at  the  conflux  of  the  Ohio  and 
IVabache ;  and  thus  completed  their  designed  communication 
between  the  mouth  of  the  Missisippi  and  the  river  .5*/.  LanTcnce, 
Nothing  was  done  by  the  Pennsylvania  government,  so  that 
the  French  continued  to  strengthen  themselves  without  inter- 
ruption ;  and  encouraged  by  the  little  notice  taken  of  their  vio- 
lence, began  to  seize  and  plunder  every  British  trader  they  found 
on  any  part  of  the  Ohio. 

Repeated  complaints  were  made  to  lieutenant  governor  Din^ 
•widdie,  of  Virginia ;  and  as  the  Ohio  company,  whose  exist- 
ence depended  upon  stopping  the  French  encroachments  and 
pretensions  on  that  river,  had  great  influence  there,  that  colony 
was  prevailed  upon  to  act  with  some  vigor. 

The  lieutenant  governor  having  informed  the  house  of  burges- 
ses, on  the  lirst  of  November,  that  the  French  had  erected  a  fort 
on  the  Ohio,  it  was  resolved  to  send  some  body  to  Mr.  St.  Pierre, 
the  French  commandant,  to  demand  the  reason  of  his  hostile 
proceedings,  and  to  require  him  at  the  same  time  to  withdraw^ 
his  forces.  Major  Washington,  who  was  of  age  only  on  the 
eleventh  of  the  preceding  February,  offered  his  service  on  this 
important  occasion.  The  distance  he  had  to  go  was  more  than 
four  hundred  miles  ;  two  hundred  of  v/hich  lay  through  a  track- 
less desert,  inhabited  by  Indians ;  and  the  season  was  uncom- 
monly severe.  Notwithstanding  these  discouraging  circumstan- 
ces, the  major,  attended  by  one  companion  only,  set  out  upon 
this  hazardous  enterprise.  He  travelled  from  Winchester  on 
foot,  carrying  his  provisions  on  his  back.  Upon  his  arrival  at 
the  place  of  destination  and  delivering  his  message,  the  French 
commandant  refused  to  comply,  denied  the  charge  of  hostili- 
ties, and  said  that  the  country  belonged  to  the  king  of  France  ; 
that  no  Enghshman  had  a  right  to  trade  upon  any  of  its  rivers  ; 
and  that,  therefore,  he  w^ould  seize,  according  to  orders,  and 
send  prisoners  to  Canada,  every  E^nglishman  that  should  attempt 
to  trade  upon  the  Ohio  or  any  of  its  branches.  Before  major 
Washington  had  got  back,  or  the  A^irginians  had  heard  of  the 
French  commandant's  answer,  they  sent  out  proper  people,  pro- 
vided with  materials  for  erecting  a  fort  at  the  conflux  of  the 
Ohio  and  Monongahela,  whom  he  met  on  his  return.  After 
excessive  hardships,  and  many  providential  escapes,  during  his 
long  and  tedious  undertaking,  he  arrived  safe  at  Williamsburgh, 
and  gave  an  account  of  his  negociation  to  the  house  of  bur- 
gesses the  Uthof  February  following. 

Before 
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Before  the  Virginians  hacUinishcd  their  fort,  the  French  came 
upon  them,  drove  them  out  of  the  country,  and  erected  a  regu- 
lar fort  on  the  very  spot  where  they  had  been  at  work.  The 
consent  of  tlie  Indian  warriors  had  not  been  gained  by  the  Vir- 
ginians, er  they  would  have  supported  the  British  against  the 
French  attack. 

These  proceedings  of  the  French  galled  the  British  ministry. 
The  Ohio  Company  whose  schemes  were  now  demolished,  was 
their  fondling.  They  could  not  submit  to  have  their  friends  so 
treated  ^  and  therefore  no  sooner  had  they  the  news,  than  it  was 
resolved  to  instruct  the  colonics  to  oppose  the  French  encroach- 
ments by  force (.)f  arms.  I'he  instructions  were  received  at  Vir- 
ginia early  in  the  spring  of  175  k  'i'he  Virginians  applied  to 
the  other  colonics  for  additional  troops.  Captain  James  Mac- 
kay,  with  his  independent  company,  upon  the  first  order  march- 
ed with  the  utmost  expedition  from  South  Carolina  to  their  as- 
sistance. Without  waiting  for  two  independent  companies  frora 
New- York,  who  were  likewise  ordered  to  assist  them,  the  Vir- 
ginians resolved  by  themselves  with  Mackay's  company,  to  op- 
pose the  French  encroachments  ;  and  sent  off  that  and  three 
hundred  men  raised  by  the  colony,  under  the  command  of  late 
major,  but  now  colonel  Washington.  An  engagement  ensued 
between  a  party  of  French  from  fort  Die  2iiesne,  whom  colonel 
Washington  attacked  and  defeated,  on  the  twenty-eight  of  May 
— which  put  Mr.  dc  Villier  upon  m.arching  down  against  him 
with  900  men  besides  Indians,  and  attacking  him  on  the  third  of 
]uly.  Washington  made  so  brave  a  defence  behind  a  small 
incomplete  intrenchment,  called  fort  Necessity y  that  Villier  see- 
ing what  desperate  men  he  had  to  deal  with,  and  desirous  of  sav- 
ing his  own,  offered  him  an  honorable  capitulation  ;  but  the 
French  officer  was  careful,  in  forming  the  articles,  to  throw  the 
blame  of  the  war  upon  the  British,  and  to  make  it  thought  that 
they  were  the  agressors. 

The  lords  commissioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  had  also 
recommended  to  the  several  colonies,  to  appoint  commsssioners 
to  meet  each  other.  Their  Lordships  designed,  that  there  should 
be  a  general  league  of  friendship,  between  all  the  colonics, 
and  the  Indians,  in  his  majesty's  name,  'i^he Massachusetts  ge- 
neral court  not  only  acceded  to  the  proposal,  but  both  houses 
desired  his  excellency,  governor  Shirley  (April  10.)  "to  pray 
his  majesty,  that  affairs  which  relate  to  the  six  nations  and  their 
allies  may  be  put  under  some  general  ',hrection  as  his  majesty 
shall  think  proper  ;  that  the  several  governors  may  be  obliged 
to  bear  their  proportions  of  defenduig  his  majesty's  territories  a-. 
Vol.  I,  M  gainst 
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•galrrst  the  encroachments  of  the  French,  and  the  ravages  and 
-incursions  of  the  Indians." 

[July.]  A  general  meeting  of  the  governors  ?.nd  chief 'men 
-from  several  of  the  colonies,  was-  held  at  Alhamj.  At  this  con- 
gress, the  commissioners  were  unanimously  of  opioion,  that 
m\  union  cf  all  the  colonies  was  absolutely  necessary  for  their 
-common  defence.  The  plan  was,  in  short,  "  That  a  grand 
-council  should  be  formed  of  members,  to  be  chosen  by  the 
assemblies,  and  sent  from  all  the  colonics  ;  which  council,  to- 
gether with  a  governor-general  to  be  appointed  by  the  crown^ 
should  be  empowered  to  make  general  laws,  to  raise  money  in 
-ail  the  colonies  for  the  defence  of  the  whole."  It  was  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  Ilutchimon^  was  accepted,  and  sent  home.  Had  it 
"been  approved  and  established,  British  ^??.'i'?7tY/ thought  itself  suf- 
ficiently able  to  cope  with  tlie  ir>6??zcA  v/ithout  further  assistance  ; 
several  of  tlie  colonics,  in  former  years,  having  alone  withstood 
-,the  enemy,  unassisted  not  only  by  Uie  mother  country,  but  by 
any  of  the  neighbouring  provinces^  A  stamp  act  vvas  talked  of 
-among  the  commissioners,  of  which  number  was  Mr.  (nov/Dr.) 
Franklin,  one  of  the  three  from  Pennsylvania;  and  it  was  thought 
a  proper  mode  of  taxing  ;  under  the  apprehension,  that  in  its 
operation  it  would  affect  the  several  governments  fairly  and 
equally.  The  idea  of  a  stamp  act  had  been  held  out,  so  early  as 
1139,  in  two  publications  drawn  up  by  a  club  of  American  mer- 
chants at  the  head  of  whom  were  Sir  William  Keith,  governcrr 
of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Joshua  Gee,  and  many  others.  I'hey  pro- 
posed, for  the  protection. of  the  British  traders  among  the  Indi- 
ans,  the  raising  a  body  of  regulars,  to  be  stationed  all  along  the 
western  frontier  of  the  British  settlements  ;  and  that  the  expence 
should  be  paid  from  the  monies. arising  from  a  duty  on-  stam.p 
paper  and  parchment  in  all  the  colonies  to  be  laid  on  them. 
by  act  of  parliament.  The  congress  plan  was  not  agreeable  to 
the  views  of  ministry  ;  another  was  proposed — "  That  the  gQ- 
vernors  of  all  the  colonies,  attended  by  one  or  two  members  of 
their  respective  councils,  should  assemble,  concert  measures  fjr 
the  defence  of  the  whole,  erect  forts  where  they  judged  prope/, 
and  raise  what  troops  they  thought  necessary,  with  power  to  draw 
upon  the  British  treasury  for  the  sum^  that  should  be  wanted- j 
and  the  treasury  to  be  re-imbursed  by  a  tax  laid  on  the  colonies 
by  an  act  of  parhament."  When  you  are  reminded,  that  the  go« 
V(^rnors  and  councils  were  chiefly  of  the  king's  appointing,  you 
will  be  apt  to  view  the  scheme  as  a  most  subtle  and  dangerous 
contrivance,  to  provide  for  favorites,  to  sap  the  liberties  of  the 
Americans,  and  eventually  to  chain  them  down  to  the  most  ab- 
_^]QCtslayery.    Had  the  congress  plsn  met  with  the  countenance  o£ 

Xiiinistry,, 
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ixiinstiy,  it  miglit  have  been  adopted  after  a  while  ;  thougli 
of  that,  it  a})peaied,  there  could  be  no  certainty  ;  for  when  the" 
governor  laid  itljcfore  the  Massachaseits-A.^'SMw^A^  inOctober^  the- 
assembly  determined,  not  to  give  it  the  least  countenance.  The. 
ministerial  plan  was  transmitted  to  governor  ShirUnj^  who  was 
known  to  be  for  the  British  parliament's  laying  the  tax.  It  was* 
communicated  by  him  to  Mr.  Franklin,  then  at  his  native  place,- 
Boston,  wlio  soon  returned  it  with  a  few  short  remarks,  and  the 
next  day  sent  the  governor  the  following  letier,  t^v';;. 

"Sir,   ^  IVcdncsday  morning,  Dec.  l^'i  5^'y 

I  mentioned  it  yesterday  to  your  excellency,  as  my  opinion,^ 
that  excluding  the  people  of  the  colonies  from  all  share  in  the' 
choice  of  the  grand  council,  would  probably  give  extreme  dissa-*- 
tisfaction,  as  well  as  the  taxing  them  by  an  act  of  parliament^ 
where  they  nave  no  representative.  In  matters  of  general  con- 
cern to  the  people  and  especially  where  burthens  are  to  be  laid 
upon  them,  it  is  of  use  to  consider,  as  well  what  they  will  be  apt> 
to  think  and  say,  as  what  they  ought  to  think  ;  I  shall  thereforc«- 
as  your  excellency  requires  it  of  me, .  brieiiy.  mention  what  of 
either  kind  occui-^  to  me  on  this  occasion. 

First,  they  will  say,  and  perhaps  with  justice,  that  thebodyv 
of  the  people  in  the  colonies  arc  as  loyal,  and  as  firmly  attached 
to  the  present  constitution  and  reigning  family,  as  any  subjects- 
ill  the  king's  dominions  : 

lliat  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  readiness  and  wiUingness- 
of  the  representatives  they  may  choose,  to  grant  from  time  to 
time  such  supplies  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  as  shall  be  judg- 
ed necessary,  so  far  as  their  abilities  will  allow  : 

That  the  people  in  the  colonies,  who  are  to  feel  the  immedi- 
ate mischiefs  of  invasion  and  conquest  by  an  enemy,  in  the 
loss  of  their  estates,  lives  aiid  Hberties, ,  are  likely  to  be  better 
judges  of  the  quantity  of  forces  necessary  to  be  raised  and  main- 
tained, forts  to  be  built  and  supported,  and  of  their  own  abili- 
ties to  bear  the  expence,  tlian  the  parliament  of  England  at  sa 
great  a  distance  : 

The  governors  often  come  to  the  colonies  merely  to  make  for- 
tunes with  which  they  intend  to  return  to  Britain  ;  are  not  al- 
ways men  of  the  best  abilities  or  integrity ;  have  many  of  them 
iio  estates  here,  nor  any  natural  connections  with  us,  that  should 
make  them  heartily  concerned  for  our  welfare  ;  and  might  possi- 
bly be  tond  of  raising  and  keeping  up  more  forces  than  necessary,- 
from  the  profits  accruing  to  themselves,  and  to  make  provision, 
for  their  friends  and  dependants  ; 

That 
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That  the  counsellors  in  most  of  the  colonies  being  appointed 
bv  the  crown,  on  the  recommendation  of  governors,  are  often 
oF  small  estates,  frequently  dependent  on  the  governors  for  offi- 
ces, and  therefore  too  much  under  iniiuence  ; 

That  there  is,  therefore,  great  reason  to  be  jealous  of  a  power 
in  such  governors  and  councils,  to  raise  such  sums  as  they  shall 
judge  necessary,  by  draft  on  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  to  be  af- 
terward laid  on  the  colonies  by  act  of  parliament,  and  paid  'by 
the  people  here  ;  since  they  might  abuse  it,  by  projecting  useless 
expeditions,  harrassing  tlie  people,  and  taking  them  from  their  la- 
bour to  execute  such  projects,  merely  to  create  offices  and  em- 
ployments, and  gratify  their  dependants,  and  divide  profits  :_ 

That  the  parliament  of  England  is  at  a  great  distance,  subject 
to  be  misinformed  and  misled  by  such  governors  and  councils,, 
whose  united  int*erests  might  probably  secure  them  against  the 
effectof  any  complaint  from  hence  : 

That  it  is  supposed  to  be  an  undoubted  right  of  Engliskmem 
not  to  be  taxed  but  by  their  own  consent  given  through  their 
representatives  : 

That  the  colonies  have  no  representatives  in  parliament : 
That  to  propose  taxing  them  by  parliament,  and  refuse  them; 
the  liberty  of  choosing  a  representative  council,  to  meet  in  tlie 
colonies,  and  consider  and  judge  of  the  necessity  of  any  general 
tax,  and  the  quantum,  shows  a  suspicion  of  their  loyalty  to  the 
crown,  of  their  regard  for  their  country,  or  of  their  common 
sense  and  understanding,  which  they  have  not  deserved  : 

That  compelling  the  colonies  to  pay  money  without  their  con- 
sent, would  be  rather  like  raising   contributions  in  an  enemy's, 
^country,  than  taxing  Englislimen  for  their  own  public  benefit  : 
That  it  would  be  treating  them  as  a  conquered  people,  and 
not  as  true  British  subjects  : 

That  a  tax  laid  by  the  representatives  of  the  colonies  might 
easily  be  lessened,  as  the  occasion  should  lessen  ;  but  being  once 
laid  by  parliament,  under  the  influence  of  the  representations 
anade  by  governors,  w^ould  probably  be  kept  up,  and  continued 
for  the  benefit  of  governors,  to  the  grievous  burden  and  discou- 
ragement of  the  colonies,  and  prevention  of  their  growth  and 
increase  : 

That  a  power  in  governors  to  march  the  inhabitants  from  one 
end  of  the  British  and  French  colonies  to  the  other,  being  a 
country  of  at  least  1500  square  miles,  without  the  approbation 
or  consent  of  their  representatives  first  obtained,  might  occasion 
expeditions  grievous  and  ruinous  to  the  people,  and  would  put 
them  upon  a  footing  w^ith  the  subjects  of  France  in  Canada,  that 
now  groan  under  such  opprvss^iouircni  their  governor^  who  for 

two 


A.D.MjW}  AMKRICAN  RKVOLUTION.  93 

two  years  passed,  has  harrasscd  them  with  l(Mig  and  destructive 
marches  to  the  Ohio  : 

Tliat,  if  the  eok)iiies  in  a  body  may  be  well  c^overned  by  go- 
vernors and  councils  ai)pointed  by  the  crown  witljc^ut  represen- 
tatives, particuhir  colonies  may  as  well,  or  better,  l)e  so  govern- 
ed :  a  tax  may  be  laid  on  them  all  by  act  of  parliament  for  sup- 
port of  government,  and  their  assemblies  be  dismissed  as  an  use- 
less part  of  the  constitution  : 

'lliat  the  powers  proposed  by  the  Albany  plan  of  union,  to  b?^ 
vested  in  a  grand  representative  council  of  the  people,  even  with 
regard  to  military  matters,  are  not  so  great  as  those  of  the  colonies 
of  Rlwdc-Jsland-dwA  Cofiiurlicul  arc  entrusted  with  by  their  char- 
ter, and  have  never  abused  :  for  by  this  plan,  the  president  ge- 
neral is  appointed  by  the  crown,  and  controuls  all  by  his  nega- 
tive ;  but  in  these  governments  the  people  choose  the  governor, 
and  yet  allow  him  no  negative  : 

That  the  British  colonies  bordering  on  the  French,  arc  pro- 
perly frontiers  of  the  British  empire  ;  and  the  frontiers  of  an 
empire  are  properly  defended  at  the  joint  expence  of  the  body 
of  the  people  in  such  empire.  It  would  now  be  thought  hard, 
by  act  of  parliament,  to  oblige  the  cinque  ports,  or  sea  coasts  of 
Britain  to  maintain  the  whole  navy,  because  they  are  more  im- 
mediately defended  by  it ;  not  allowing  them  at  the  same  time, 
a  vote  in  choosing  the  members  of  parliament  ;  and  if  the  fron- 
tiers in  America  must  bear  the  expence  of  their  own  defence,  it 
seems  hard  to  allow  them  no  share  in  voting  the  money,  judging 
of  the  necessity  and  sum,  or  advising  the  measures: 

That  besides  the  taxes  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers, the  colonies  pay  yearly  great  sums  to  the  mother  country 
unnoticed  ;  for  taxes  paid  in  Britain,  by  the  landholder  or  arti- 
ficer, must  enter  into  and  increase  the  price  of  the  produce  of 
land,  and  of  manufactures  made  of  it  ;  and  great  part  of  this  is. 
paid  by  consumers  in  the  colonies,  who  thereby  pay  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  British  taxes. 

We  are  restrained  in  our  trade  with  foreign  nations  ;  and 
where  we  could  be  supplied  with  any  manufacture  cheaper  from 
them,  but  must  buy  the  same  dearer  from  Britain,  the  diiFerence 
of  price  is  a  clear  tax  to  Britain.  Wc  are  obliged  to  carry  great 
part  of  our  produce  directly  to  Britain,  .and  w-hcrein  the  duties 
there  laid  upon  it  lessen  its  price  to  the  planter,  or  it  sells  for 
less  than  it  would  in  foreign  markets,  the  deltorcnce  is  a  tax 
paid  to  Britain. 

Some  manufactures  we  could  make,  but  are  fobidden,  and 
must  take  of  Brilisii  merchants  :  the  whole  price  of  these  is  a 
tax  paid  to  Brituiu- 

Bv 
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By  our  greatly  increasing   the  demand    and  consumption- of^ 
British  manufactures,  their   price  is  considerably  raised  of  late' 
years  ;  their  advance  is  clear  profit   to   Britain,  and  enables  itif 
people  better  to  pay  great  taxes  ;  and  much  of  it  being  paid  by 
us,  is  a  clear  tax  to  Britain. 

In  short,  as  we  are  not  suffered  to  regulate  our  trade,  arid  re- 
strain the  importation  and  consumption  of  British  superfluities,  (a^ 
Britain  can  the  consumpdon  of  foreign  superrluities)  our  whole 
xvealth  centres  finally  among  the  merchants  and  inhabitants  of 
Britain  :  and  if  we  make  them  richer,  and  enable  them  better 
to  pay  their  taxes,  it  is  nearly  the  same  as  being  taxed  ourselves, 
and  equally  beneficial  to  the  crown,-    These  kind  of  secondary 
taxes,  however  we  do  not  complain  of,  tliougli  we  have  no  share' 
in  the  laying  or  disposing  of  them  :  but  to  pay  immediate  heavy 
taxes,  in  the  laying,  appropriation,. and  disposition  of  which  we 
have  no  part,   and  which;   perhaps,  we  may  know  to  be  as  un- 
necessary as  grievous,  must  seem  hard  measure  to  E7iglishinen ;- 
who  cannot  conceive,  that  by  hazarding  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
in  subduing  aiid  settling  new  countjies,  extending  the  dominion, - 
and  increasing  the  commerce  of  their  mother  nation,  they  have' 
lorteited  the  native  rights  oi Britons^  which  they  think  ought  ra- 
ther to  be  given  them  as  due  to  sucii  merit,  if  tliey  had  been  be- 
fore in  a  state  of  slavery.     These  and  such"-  kind  of  things  as 
these,  I  apprehend,  wih  be  thought'  and  said  by  the  people,   if" 
the  proposed  alteration  of  the  Albany  plan  should  take  place. 
Then  the  administration  of  the  board  of  governors  and  councils 
so  appointed,  not  having  any  representative  body  of  the  people 
to  approve  and  unite  in  its  measures,  and  conciliate  the  minds 
ot  the  people  to  them.,  will  probably  become  suspected  and  odi-. 
ous  :  dangerous  animosities  and  feuds  will  arise  between  the  go-- 
vernors  and  governed,  and  every  thing  go  into  confusion. 

Perhaps  I  am  too  apprehensive  in  this  matter ;  but  having  free- 
ly given  my  opinion  and  reasons, your  exceilency'can  judge  bet- 
ter than  I  vv'hether  there  be  any  weight  in  them  ;  and  the  short- - 
iicssof  the  time  allowed  me,  will,  i  hope,  in  some  degree,  ex- 
cuse the  imperfections  of  this  scrawl. 

With  the  geatest  respect  and  fidelity,  I  have  the  honor  to  be^. 
your  excellency's  most  obccfifent  and  most  humble  servant, 

BENJAxVllN  FRANKLIN." 

Tlicse  letters  might  be  transmitted  to,  and  might  dispose  the' 
ministry  to  decline  urging  their  plan  of  uniting  and  governing 
the  colonies  ;  but  Mr.  Shiriey  Vv^rote  to  governor  JVentworlh,  of 
New- Humps  I  lire.  May  31,  1755 — ''  I  may  assure  your  cxcellen- 


;,rrom  every  letter  I  have  of  late  received  from  Sir  Thomas 


Robinson)^ 
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Robinson,  I  have  reason  to  think  that  hi:;  majesty  Ijath  a  dcpend- 
ance  upon  a  coimtwn  fuHcl's  being  raised  in  all  hiseolonies  L'})on 
this  eontincnt,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  abilities,  for  de- 
fraying all  articles  of  expence  entered  into  for  their  common  de- 
fence ;  and  that  such  an  one  must  in  the  end,  be  either  volun- 
tarily raised,  or  else  assessed  in  some  way  or  other."  The  mi- 
nistry discovered  a  disposition  to  raise  a  revenue  in  them,  which 
induced  the  Massachiiseiis  general  court  [Nov.  6.]  thus  to  in- 
struct their  agent ;  "  It  is  more  especially  expected,  that  you 
oppose  every  thing  that  shall  have  the  remotest  tendency  to 
raise  a  revenue  in  the  plantations,  for  any  public  uses  or  services 
of  government ;"  he  v/rote  to  them  the  twenty-ninth  of  May 
foilovnng,  *^'l'he  inclinations  I  have  reason  to  think  still  conti- 
tinuc  for  raising  a  revenue  out  of  the  molasses  trade."  The 
alarming  state  of  public  aiFairs  might  divert  the  ministry  from 
pursuing  their  inclinations. 

It  had  been  concluded  to  take  effectual  measures  for  driving 
the  French  from  the  Oliio ;  and  for  the  reduction  of  Aiagarw, 
Cro-jcn-Fointy  and  their  forts  in  Nova-Scotia.  General  Brad- 
dock  wiis  accordingly  sent  from  Ireland  to  Virginia,  v/ith  two  re- 
giments of  foot ;  and  when  arrived,  and  joined  by  the  rest  of 
the  forces  destined  for  that  service,  found  himself  at  the  head  of 
about  2200  men.  He  had  bravery,  but  wanted  other  qualifica- 
tions to  render  him  fit  for  the  service  to  which  he  v/asappointed> 
His  severity  prevented  his  having  the  love  of  the  regulars;  his. 
haughtiness,  the  love  of  the  Americans  ;  and,  what  was  worse, 
disgusted  the  Indians,  and  led  him  to  despise  the  country  militia, 
and  to  slight  the  advice  of  the  Virginia  officers.  Colonel  Wask- 
ington  earnestly  begged  of  him,  when  the  army  was  marching  for 
fort  Du  Qaesne,  to  admit  of  his  going  before,  and  scouring  the 
v/oods  with  his  rangers,  which  was  contemptuously  refused.  The 
general  had  been.cautioned  by  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  to  guard 
against  a  surprise  ;  and  yet  he  pushed  on  heedlessly  with  the  first 
division,  consisting  of  1  [Oamen  [July  9,  1755.]  till  he  fell  into 
an  ambuscade  of  400,  chiefly  Indians,  by  whom  he  was  defeated 
and  mortally  wounded,  on  the  ninth  of  July.  The  regulars  were 
put  into  the  gieatest  panic,  and  lied  in  the  utmost  confusion  ;  the 
militia  had  been  used  to  Indian  fighting,  and  were  not  so  terri- 
fied. The  general  had  disdainfully  turned  them  into  the  rear : 
they  continued  in  a  body,  unbroken,  and  served  under  colonel 
Washington  as  a  most  useful  rear-guard  ;  covered  the  retreat  of 
the  regulars,  aud  prevented  their  being  entirely  cut  off. 

Previous  to  this,  and  agreeable  to  the  views  of  the  British  mi- 
nistry, the  Massachusetts  assembly,  who  had  never  been  remiss 
upon  the  prospect  of  u  French  war," raised  a  body  of  troops,  whieh 
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were  sent  to  Nova-Scotia,  to  RsshtlieutQnantgovcvnoT  Lawrence 
in  driving  the  French  from  their  several  encroachments  within 
that  province.  The  secrecy  and  dispatch  used  in  this  service, 
was  rewarded  with  success. 

The  expedition  against  Niagara  was  entrusted  with  governor 
Shirley  ;  but  failed  through  various  causes. 

Sir  William  (then  colonel)  Johnson^wns  appointed  to  go  against 
Crown-Point.  The  delays,  slowness,  and  deficiency  of  prepa- 
rations, prevented  the  several  colonies  joining  their  troops  till 
about  August.  Meanwhile  the  active  enemy  had  transported 
forces  froln  France  to  Canada,  marched  them  dov/n  to  meet  the 
provincials,  and  attacked  them  ;  but,  meeting  with  a  repulse, 
lost  six  hundred  men,  besids  having  their  general,  baron  Dies- 
kau,  wounded  and  made  prisoner. 

The  Massachusetts  the  next  year,  raised  a  great  armament  to 
go  to  Croxim-Point ;  but  lord  Loudon,  on  his  arrival,  did  not 
think  it  proper  that  the  forces  should  proceed.  Afterv/ard  a  tem- 
porary misunderstanding  took  place  between  his  lordship  and  the 
general  court ;  from  his  apprehending  that  they  thought  a  pro- 
vincial law  necessary  to  enforce  a  British  act  of  parliament,  and 
w^ere  willing  to  dispute  upon  that  subject.  ^  He  determined  to 
have  no  dispute,  but  that  the  troops  under  his  command  should 
be  quartered  agreeable  to  what  he  thought  the  public  good  requir- 
ed ;  and  wrote  to  governor  Poniiall  [Nov.  15,  1757.]  "  I  have 
ordered  the  messenger  to  wait  but  48  hours  in  Boston ;  and  if, 
on  his  return,  I  find  things  not  settled,  I  will  instantly  order  into 
Boston  the  three  battalions  from  New-York,  Long-Island,  and 
Connecticut;  and  if  more  are  wanted,  I  have  two  in  the  Jer- 
seys at  hand,  beside  three  in  Pennsylvania."  Notwithstanding 
this  declaration,  on  December  the  sixth,  the  legislature  passed  an 
act  which  led  him  to  conceive  that  he  was  under  an  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  settling  the  point  at  once,  and  therefore  he  ordered  the 
troops  to  march.  The  general  court  finding  how  matters  were 
goin'T,  did  not  venture  upon  extremities,  but  became  pliable  ; 
so  that  his  lordship  wrote,  December  26,  "As  I  can  now  de- 
pend upon  the  assembly's  making  the  point  of  quarters  easy  in  ail 
,  time  coming,  I  have  countermanded  the  march  of  the  troops." 
The  gcncraf  court  were  certainly  terrified ;  and  to  remove  all  un- 
favorable impressions,  said,  in  the  close  of  the  address  to  the  go- 
vernor [Jan.  6,  175S.]  "The  authority  of  all  acts  of  parliament 
^vhich  concern  the  colonies,  and  extend  to  them,  is  ever  acknow- 
ledged in  all  the  courts  of  law,  and  made  the  rule  of  all  judicial 
proceedings  in  the  province.  There  is  not  a  member  of  the 
general  court,  and  vv^e  know  no  inhabitant  within  the  bounds  of 
the  government,  that  ever  questioned  this  authority.  To  pre- 
vent 
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vent  any  ill  conr.cqucnccs  that  may  arise  from  an  opinion  of  our 
holdin<j  such  principles,  wc  now  utterly  disavow  them,  as  we 
should  readily  have  done  at  any  time  past,  if  there  had  been  oc- 
casion for  it ;  and  we  pray  that  his  lordship  may  he  acquainted 
therewith,  tliat  we  may  appear  in  a  true  light,  and  that  no  im- 
pressions may  remain  to  our  disadvantage."  However  they  might 
not  (juestion,  whether  the  ajjthority  of  acts  of  parliament,  con- 
cerning and  extending  to  the  colonies,  was  made  the  rule  of  all 
judicial  proceedings  in  the  province  ;  yet  you  are  not  to  infer 
•from  their  disavowaJ  of  the  contrary  principle,  that  they  ad- 
mitted the  right  of  parliament,  either  to  impose  internal  taxes, 
ortoconiroul  their  colonial  government. 

Wlien,  happily  for  the  British  nation,  the  great  Mr.  Pitt  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  ministry,  the  face  of  alFairs  was  soon 
changed  ;  the  war  was  prosecuted  with  unexampled  success,  and 
the  enemy  at  length  driven  out  of  America,  But  the  frequent 
delays  given  to  the  raising  of  the  necessary  supplies,  especially  in 
proprietary  governments,  through  the  refusal  of  their  governors 
or  councils,  to  admit  that  the  estates  of  the  proprietors  should  be  |f 
taxed,  led  Mr.  Pjlf.  to  tell  Mr.  Franklin,  that  wiien  the  war  V 
closed,  was  he  in  the  ministry,  he  should  take  measures  to  prevent 
its  being  in  the  power  of  the  colonies  to  hinder  government's 
receiving  the  supplies  that  were  wanted ;  and  he  added,  that^ 
was  he  not  in  the  ministry,  he  would  advise  his  successors  to  do 
it.  What  these  measures  were  he  did  not  mention.  But  to- 
ward the  close  of  1759,  or  the  beginning  of  1760,  Mr.  Pitt  wrote 
to  Francis  Fauquier,  esq.  lieutenant  governor  of  Virginia,  and 
mentioned  in  his  letter,  that  though  they  had  made  grants  to  the 
colonies,  yet,  when  the  war  was  over,  they  should  tax  them,  in  ^"' 
order  to  raise  a  revenue  trom  them.  Mr.  Fauquier,  in  his  an- 
swer, expressed  his  apprehension  that  the  measure  would  occa- 
sion great  disturbance.  The  answer  might  divert  Mr.  Pitt  from 
his  intention.  Many  months  before,  the  present  lord  Caindeti 
(then  Mr.  Pratt)  said  to  Mr.  Franklin,  in  a  course  of  free  con-  ^^ 
versation,  **  For  all  what  you  Americans  say  of  your  loyalty,  E 
know  you  will  one  day  throw  off  your  dependance  upon  this 
country  ;  and  notwithstanding  your  boasted  affection  to  it,  w^ill 
set  up  for  independence."  The  other  answered,  "  No  such 
idea  is  entertained  in  the  mind  of  the  Americans  ;  and  no  sucli 
idea  will  ever  enter  their  heads,  unless  you  grossly  abuse  them.'* 
*'  Very  true  (replied  Mr.  Pratt)  that  is  one  of  the  main  causes 
I  see  will  happen,  and  will  produce  the  event." 

The  colonies  in  general,  and  tlie  Massachusetts  In  particular;, 
complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  minister,  and  shewed  them- 
selves ready  to  support  his  plans  for  the  reduction  of  the  French 

Vol.,  I.  '  N  power. 
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fcv^TT.     To  assist  and  encourage  their  extraordinary  exertions, 
the  parliament  granted  them  dming  the  war,  at  different  periods, 
110   less  than  £.1,021,666  13s.   4d.     But  though  the  large  im. 
portation  of  specie  annually,  did  not  answer  one  half  or  their 
expences,  it  was  still  of  such  heneiit  to  each  government,  tha>t 
they  cheerfully  seconded  the  views  of  ministry.     Upon  applica_- 
tion  from  adniiral    Saunders,    the    squadron    employed   against 
Louisburg^nd^  Quebec,  w^s  supplied  by  500  seamen  from  the 
Massachusetts ;  beside,  many  were  at  severaltimes  impressed  out 
of  vessels  on  the  fishing  banks.     The  colonies  lost  by  the  war 
25,000  of  their  robust  young  men,  exclusive  of  sailors.     The 
Massachusetts   continually  raised  the  full  number  of  troops   as^ 
signed  them  ;  nor  v,':as  it  to  be  ascribed,  to  the  peculiar  address  of 
Mr.  Fownali,  who  guided  them  with  a  silken  cord,.and  by  praif>. 
ing  them  plentifully,    and  flattering  their   vanity,  did   business 
with  them  in  an  easy  mtiimer  ;  for  it  was  the  same  after  he  was 
succeded  by   governor  Bernard.     [August    13,   1760.]  Beside 
their  annual  quota  of  men,,  in  some  years  of  the  war  they  garris- 
oned Louisburg  and   Nova-Scotia,  which  gave  the  regular  forces 
x)pportiinity  for  retaining  Canada,  The  whole  cost  they  were   at 
xipon  these  accounts,  and  for  scouting  companies  sent  into  th@ 
Indian  country,  and  for  tvv^o  armed  vessels  built  aiid   maintained 
for  the  protection  of  the  trade,  amountedtOor.754,598  10s.  lOid. 
sterling.  In  this  sum,  the  expence  of  many  forts  and  garrisons  on 
.the  frontiers  is  not  included.     Axld,.that  no  estimate  can  be  mads 
of  the  cost  to   individuals,  by  the  demand  of  personal  service; 
They  that  could  not  serve  in  person,  who  were  much  the  greater 
aiumber,  when  it  came  to  their  turn,  were  obliged  to  hire   sub- 
stitutes at  a  great  premium.     They  also  who  could  not  be  im- 
pressed, to  hghten  the  burdens  of  others,  advanced  largely  for 
encouraging  the  levies.     Moreover.,  the  taxes  were  exceeding 
lieavy.    iV  Boston  gentleman,  of  reputation  and  fortune,  sent 
one  of  his  rate  bills  to  a  correspondent  in  London,  for  his  judg- 
ment on  it ;  and  had  for  answer,,"  That  he  did  not  believe  there 
was  a  man  in  all  England  who  paid  so  much  in  proportion  to- 
ward the  support  of  government."    Such  was  the  assessment  of 
the  town  in  one  of  the  years,  that  if  a  man's  income  was  £.60 
per  annum,  he  had  to  pay  two-thirds  or  .£.40  and  in  that  pro- 
portion whether  the  sum  was  more  or  less  ;  and  if   his  house  or 
land  was  valuedat  c£.200  per  annum,  he  was  obliged  to  pay  £ri2 
He  had  also  to  pay  forhfs  poll,  and  those  of  all  the  males  in  his 
.  liouse,more  than  sixteen  years  old,  at  the  rate  of  14s.  3d.  each.: 
'and  to  all  must  be  added,  the  part  he  paid  of  the  excise  on  tea, 
"Colfee,  rum,  and  wine.*     Other  towns  and  colonics  might  net 

t.Qx,  ChaunQey'^tharikfgJYins  fcrmen  hv  th; repeal  qx  the  ftairp  act  in  a  noie., 
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iiavc  been  assessed  so  exorbitantly,  but  some  must  certainly  huvi 
■been  burdened  with  taxes. 

llie  above  statement  of  expcnces  ic  thought  to  be  more  cor- 
rect than  what  governor  Bernar^l  transmitted,  in  his  letter  of 
August  1,  17G 4,  to  the  lords  of  trade,  in  which  he  wrote,  "  Krom 
1754  to  1762,  the  sums  issued  amount  to  .X.  y2(j, 000  sterling  ; 
out  of  which  deduct,  received  by  parliamentary  grant,  .i'.;i28,OOQ 
and  the  ordinary  expcnces  of  govcrnm.ent  cstimaLed  at  ^i'.  1 38,000 
tlicr-c  remains  <£\ 490^000  thatigncar.i'3ao,000  sterling  ex-pended 
by  this  province  in  the  extraordinary  charges  of  the  war  within 
eight  years.  An  immense  sum-  for  su<:h  a  small  state  !  the  bur- 
den of  which  has  been  grievously  feJt  by  all  ordeisof  men.— -• 
Whereas  if  we  compare  this  with  the  southern  governments, 
Pennsylvania  for  instance,  which  has  expended  little  more  than 
they  have  received  from  parliament,  and  Maryland  which  has 
expended  scarce  any  thing  at  all,  wc  cannot  sufficiently  admire 
the  inequality  of  the  burden  between  one  province  and  another, 
and  when  Pennsylvania  has  not  been  prevented  by  domestic  dis- 
sensions, and  have  as  it  wei:«  done  their  best,  they  have  sent  Uy 
the  field  only  2,700  men,  when  this  province  has  sent  5,000— 
5,500,  and  one  year  7,000.  And  notwithstanding  the  vast  sums 
this  province  has  raised,  is  has,  by  severe  taxations,  kept  its 
debt  under, 

I'he  first  part  of  governor  i?d^r7r^?Y/\?  administration  was  agree- 
able to  the  Massachusetts  general  court.  The  two  houses,  in  an- 
swer to  his  speach,  [May,  1761, ■]  said,  "  It  gives  us  pleasure  to 
see,  tha^thc  civil  rights  of  the  people  are  not  in  danger  ;  nor 
are  we  in  the  least  degree  suspicious,  that  they  ever  will  be, 
under  your-  excellency's  administration.  The  experience  we 
have  hkd  of  your  excellency's  disposition  and  abiiitiesi  encou- 
rage us  to  hope  for  a  great  share  ot  public  happiness  under  your 
administration."  The  next  year  the  governor  told  them,  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  [April  23,  1762.]  '*  The  unanimity  and 
dispatch  with  which  you  have  complied  wilh  the  requisitions  of 
his  majesty,  require  my  particular  acknowledgment."  In  his 
sheech  to  the  new  court,  [May,  27.]  he  said,  "Every  thing 
that  has  been  required  of  this  province,  has  been-most  readily 
compHed  with." 

[May  31,  1763.]  Both  houses  in  their  address  to  Kim  ex- 
pressed themselves  thus  :•"  We  congratulate  your  cxceUcncy 
upon  that  unanimity  Avhich  your  excellency  recommends,  unci 
which  was  never  greater  in  the  province  tlian  at  that  time."->*. 
The  governor  at  the  close  of  the  session,  dec!  ired  his  great  sa- 
tisfaction, in  having  observed,  that  the  unanimity  they  assured 
iiim  of^  had  fuliv  evinced  ilscif  throughout  all  their  prccecdinga. 

But 
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But  the  lieutenant  governorj  Mr.  Hutchinson,  gained  after  a  v/hile 
too  much  ascendency  over  him,  and  encouraged  him  in  the  pur- 
suit of  wrong  measures,  highly  offensive  to  the  colony.  He  had 
indeed  done  him  an  irreparable  injury,  not  long  after  his  com- 
ing to  the  chair.  Colonel  James  Otis  (who  was  repeatedly  re-  • 
turned  for  Barnstable,  in  Pli/niouth  county,  notwithstanding  the 
strenuous  efforts  which  had  been  made  to  prevent  it,  on  account 
of  his  siding  with  government)  being  a  lawyer,  had  been  pro- 
mised by  Mr.  Shirley,  when  in  the  chair,  to  be  made  a  judge  of 
the  superior  court,  upon  an  opportunity's  offering.  The  first 
vacancy  which  happened,  was  tilled  up  by  the  appointment  of 
the  secretary's  son-in-law ;  for  which  Mr.  Shirley  apologized  by 
pleading  a  promise  made  to  the  secretary,  and  his  having  forgot- 
ten the  former  one.  Mr.  Otis  was  satisfied  with  a  fresh  assurance, 
of  the  next  vacancy,  which  was  considered  by  him  in  the  light 
of  a  governmental  promise  ;  and  it  was  expected  that  whenever  a 
new  vacancy  happened,  Mr.  Otis  would  be  appointed.  There 
was  no  new  vacancy  till  a  short  time  after  governor  Bernard  en- 
tered upon  his  administration,  when  chief  justice  Sewall^itd.— 
Upon  this  death,  Mr.  James  Otis,  tlie  son,  of  whom  there  will  be 
a  call  to  make  frequent  mention,  expressed  himself  as  follows  ; 
*' If  governor  Bernard  does  not  appoint  my  father  judge  of  the 
superior  courts  I  will  kindle  such  a  fire  in  the  province  as  shall 
singe  the  governor,  though  I  myself  perish  in  the  fiamsSo."  Mn. 
Jiutchinsonv,  however  hurried  to  Mr.  Bernard,  procured  a  pro- 
mise, which  being  once  given,  the  governor  would  not  retract,, 
and  got  himself  appointed  chief  justice,  by  which  he  gratified  botb 
liis  ambition  and  covetousness,  his  two  ruling  passions..  The- 
friends  of  government  regretted  the  appointment,  foreboding  the 
evils  it  would  produce.  The  governor  lost  the  influence  and 
support  of  colonel  Otis,  The  son  quitted  the  law  place  he  held  ;; 
would  never  be  persuaded  to  resume  it^  or  to  accept  of  another;, 
joined  himself  to  the  party  v/hich  was  jealous  that  the  views  of 
administration  were  unfavorable  to  the  rights  of  tlie  colony,  and 
stood  ready  to  oppose  all  encroachments ;  and  soon  became  its 
chief  leader.  He  signalised  himself  by  pleading  in  a  most  mas- 
terly manner,  against  granting  writs  of  assistance  to  custom-house 
officers.  These  writs  were  to  give  them,  their  deputies,  &g.  a 
general  power  to  enter  any  houses,  he.  that  they  would  say  theij 
suspected.  The  custom-house  officers  had  received  letters  from 
home,  directing  them  to  a  more  strenuous  exertion  in  collecting 
the  duties,  and  to  procure  writs  of  assistance.  The  idea  of  these 
writs  excited  a  general  alarm.  A  strong  jealousy  of  what  might 
"be  eventually  the  effect  of  them  upon  the  liberties  of  dic  people, 
commenced.  They  might  prove  introductory  to  the  most  hor- 
rid 
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rid  abuses  ;    v/liich  the  meanest,  deputy  of  a  deputy's  deputy 
might  practise  with  impunity,  upon  a  merchant  or  gentleman  of 
the  first  character ;  and  there  would  be  the  greater   danger  of 
such  abuses,  by  reason  of  the  immense  distance  of  the  scene  of 
action  from  the  seat  of  government.  'J'he  voice  of  the  complain- 
ant would  not  be  heard  three  thousand  miles  off,  after  the  ser- 
vants of  government  had  deafened  the  ears  of  administration  by- 
misrepresentations.     From  this  period  may  be  dated  the  iixed, 
uniform,  and  growing  opposition  which  was  made  to  the  minis- 
terial plans  of  cncroacliing  upon  tlie  original  rights  and  long  es- 
tablished customs  of  the  colony.     In  1761,  the    ofhcers  of  the 
customs  applied  to  the  superior  courts  for  such  writs.  The  great 
opposition  that  was  made  to  it,  and  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Otis^ 
disposed  the  court  to  a  refusal ;  but  Mr.  Hutchinson.,  who  had 
obtained  the  place  of  chief  justice,  prevailed  with  his  brethren 
to  continue  the  cause  till  next  term  \  and  in  the  mean  time  wrote 
to  England,  and  procured  a  copy  of  the  writ,  and  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  practice  of  the  exchequer  there,  after  which,  like 
writs  were  granted..     But  before  this  was  effected,  Mr.  Otu  was 
chosen  one  of  the  representatives  for  Boston,  by  the  influence 
of  the  friends  to  liberty  ;  whose  jealousies  there  and  elsev/herc, 
afterward    increased  apace,  upon  hearing  that  the  British  officers 
insisted  frequently  upon  the  necessity  of  regulating  and  refoyming^ 
as  they  stiied  it,  the  colonial  governments;  and  that  certain  tra- 
vellers were   introduced  to  particular  persons  [1762.]  with  a — 
'•  This  is  a  gentleman  employed  by  the  earl  of  Bute  to  travel  the 
country,  and  learn  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  in  the  grand 
plan  oi  reforming  tXic  American  governments.^^     It  v»ras  under- 
stood that  their  business  was  to  make  thorough  observation  upon 
the  state  of  the  country,  that  so  the  ministry  might  be  enabled 
to  judge  what  regulations  and  alterations  could  safely  be  made  in 
the  police  and  government  of  the  colonies,  in  order  to  their  be- 
ing brought  more  eifectualiy  under  the  government  of  parlia- 
ment..   1/hey  were  also,  as  much  as  possible,  to  conciliate  capi- 
tal and  influential  characters,  to  ministerial  measures  speedily  to 
be  adopted.    The  British  ministry  have  been  greatly  mistiiken^ 
in  supposing  it  is  the  same  in  A }n erica  as  in  their  own  country. 
Do  they  gain  over  a  gentleman  of  note  and  eminence  in  the  co- 
lonies, they  make  no  considerable  acquisition.     He  takes  few  or 
none  with  Imn  ;  and  is  rather  despised  than  adhered  to  by  for- 
mer friends.     He  has  not,  as  in  Britain,  dependants  v/ho  must 
act  in  conform.ity  to  his  nod.     In  A'^ew-EnglandesyQcia.lly,  indi- 
viduals   are  so  independent  of  each  other,  that  though  there 
may  be  an  inequality  in  rank  and  fortune,  every  one  can  act 
freely  according  to  his  osvn  judgment.. 

But 
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Butnolhing,  it  may  be,  excited  a  greater  alanp.  in  the  breasts 
of  those  to  whom  it  was  communicated,  than  the  following  a* 
jiecdote,  viz.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Whiicfield,  ere  he  left  Portsmouth  iu 
Ne-iD-IIampshire,  on  Monday  afternoon,  April  the  second,  1764-, 
sent  for  Dr.  Langdon  and  Mr.  Haven,  the  congregational  mini- 
sters of  the  town,  and  upon  their  coming  and  being  alone  with 
him,  said,  "  I  can'tin  conscience  leave  tlie  town  without  acquaint- 
ing you  with  a  secret  My  heart  bleeds  for  America,  O  poor 
Neio-Engiaml !  There  is  a  deep  laid  plot  against  both  your  civil 
and  religious  liberties,  and  they  wall  be  lost.  Your  golden  days 
are  at  an  end.  You  have  nothing  but  trouble  before  you.  My 
information  comes  from  the  best  authority  in  Great  Britain,  f 
was  allovv'cd  to  speak  of  the  affair  in  general,  but  enjoined  not 
to  mention  particulars.  Your  liberties  will  be  lost."*  Mr. 
Vvliitefield  could  not  have  heard  what  the  commons  did  in  the 
preceding  month  ;  his  information  must  have  been  of  an  earlier 
date,  and  might  have  been  communicated  before  he  left  Great 
Britain.  Beside  the  general  design  of  taxing  the  colonies,  the 
plan  was  probably,  this  in  substance — Let  the  parHament  be  en- 
gaged to  enter  heartily  and  fully  into  American  matters  ;  and  then 
under  its  sanction  let  all  the  governments  be  altered,  and  all  the 
councils  be  appointed  by  the  king,  and  the  assemblies  be  redu- 
ced to  a  small  number  like  that  of  New- York.  After  that, 
the  more  effectually  to  secure  the  power  of  civil  government  by 
the  junction  of  church  influence,  let  their  be  a  revisal  of  all 
the  acts  in  the  several  colonies  with  a  view  of  setting  aside  those 
in  pa'-Licular,  which  provide  for  the  support  of  the  ministers-. 
But  if  the  tem.per  of  the  people  make  it  necessary,  let  a  new  bill 
for  the  purpose  of  supporiing  them  pass  the  house,  and  the  coun- 
cil refuse  their  concurrence;  if  that  will  be  improper,  then  the 
governor  to  negative  it.  If  that  cannot  be  done  in  good  poli- 
cy, then  tlie  bill  to  go  home  and  let  the  king  disallow  it.'  Let 
bishops  be  introduced,  and  provision  be  made  for  the  support  of 
the  episcopal  clergy.  Let  the  congregational  and  presbyterian 
clergy,  who  will  receive  episcopal  ordination,  be  supported;  and 
the  leading  ministers  among  them  be  bought  off  by  large  salarie  s.— 
Let  the  liturgy  be  revised  and  altered.  Let  episcopacy  be  accom- 
modated asmuch  as  possible  to  the  cast  of  the  people.  Let  pla- 
ces of  power,  trust  and  honor,  be  conferred  only  upon  episco- 
palians, or  those  that  wnli  conform.  \V'hen  episcopacy  is  once 
thoroughly  established,  increase  its  resemblance  to  the  EngUsh 
hierarchy  iit  pleasure. 

^*  Dr.  Largdon  told  it  me  in  converfation  :  and  afterward  mentioned  it  m 
fels  fernaoa  preached  before  thcconyeniion  of  the  miniftcrs, 

These 
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Tlicsc  werc  the  ideas  which  a  ccrUiin  p;en(leman  communi- 
cated to  Dr.  Stiles,*  when  they  were  ridim;  toc!,"ethcr  in  1765-. 
The  Doctor,  after  hearing  him  out,  expresseil  his  belief,  that 
before  the  plan  could  be  eifected,  such  a  spirit  would  be  roused 
in  the  people  as  would  prevent  its  execution,  'Ijic  good  man 
groaned  and  replied,  *'  it  the  commotions  now  existmg  prevail 
on  the  parliament  to  repeal  the  stamp-act,  I  am  afraid  the  plan 
cannot  be  accomplished. 

In  reference  to  alterations  in  th.c  civil  line,  Dr.  Langdon  in* 
formed  me,  that  governor  Wcntn'ovih  told  him,  the  Massachusetts 
'dndNew-JIamps/iitTC  were  to  be  one  government,  under  one  go- 
vernor ;  the  Doctor  ihc'UghL  the  design  of  joining  Rhode-Island 
with  them  w.as  also  mentioned,  tlioiigii  of  tliis  he  could  not  bs 
certain.  The  New-England  colonics  would  have  suffered  most 
by  the  proposed  alterations,  while  they  deserved  it  the  least  and 
were  entitled  for  their  ready  exertions,  to  a  return  expressive  cf 
gratitude.-  Many  of  the  common  soldiers,  who  gained  such  lau^ 
rcis,  by  their  singular  bi'avery  on  the  plains  of  Abraham,  whea 
Wolfe  died  in  the  arms  of  victory,  were  natives  o-f  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay. When  Martinico  w^as  attacked  in  17tll,  and  the 
British  force  was  greatly  weakened  by  Uic  death  and  sickness,  the 
timely  arrival  of  theNcw-England  troops,  enabled  the  former  ta 
prosecute  the  reduction  of  the  island  to  an  happy  issue.  A  part 
of  the  British  force  being  now  about  to  sail  from  thence  fortlie  Ha:^ 
vannah,  the  New-Englanders,  whose  health  had  been  much  im- 
paired  by  service  and  the  climate,. were  sent  off  in  three  ships;, 
to  their  native  country  for  recovery..  Before  they  had  com- 
pleted their  voyage  they  found  themselves  restored,  ordered  the 
ships  about,  steered  immediately  for.  the  Havannah,  arrived 
when  the  British  were  too  much  reduced  to  expect  success,  and 
by  their  junction  served  to  immortalize  afresh,  the  glorious  hrst 
of  August,  old  stile,  in  the  surrender  of  tlic  place  on  the  memo-- 
rable  day  ;  they  exhibited  at  the  same  time,  the  most  signal  Cr- 
vidence  of  devotedness  to  the  parent  state.  Their  fidelity,  acti- 
vity, and  courage  were  such  as  to  gain  the  approbation  and  con- 
iidence  of  the  British  officers. f 

As  to  the  religious  part  of  the  plan,  recollect  what  has  been 
already  mentioned  of  archbishop  Seeker  ;  carefully  peruse  Dr, 
.Mayhew's  noted  answer  to  one  of  his  publications,  and  v,4iat  is 
related  concerning  him  in  the  -collection  of  papers  above  quoted  ; 
and  you  will  scarce  doubt,  "  but  that  it  was  the  metropolitan's  in- 
tention to  reduce  all  the  British  colonies  under  episcopal  auLhori^ 

*  Now  prcfi^cnt  of  Yale  College  in  ConnetHlriit. 

\  FromBrooke  Woodcock,  Efq.  of  Saffron  Waldon,  whoferve(3  at  iht 
taking  gf  Bclliile,  Marunico,  and  ike  Havannak. 
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,ty."  Remember  also,  that  the  bishop  of  Landaff  in  his  sermon 
of  1766,  assures  us,  that  the  establishment  of  episcopacy  being  ob* 
tained,  *'  the  American  church  will  grow  out  of  its  infant  state, 
be  able  to  stand  upon  its  own  legs,  and  without  foreign  help, 
support  and  spread  itself,  and  then  this  societi/  will  he  brought  to 
the  happi/  issue  intended.''''  Mr.  Whitcfield  said  upon  it,  in  his 
letter  to.  Mr.  Z^z^t//,  *' supposing  his  lordship's  assertions  true, 
then  I  fear  it  will  follow,  that  a  society,  which  since  its  first  in- 
stitution hath  been  looked  upon  as  a  societi/  for  propagating  the 
gospel,  hath  been  all  the  while  rather  a  society  for  propagating 
episcopaci/  in  foreign  parts.^' 

This  letter  will  close  with  a  few  more  articles  of  information* 
Among  the  original  instructions  to  Benning  Wentworthy  esq.  go- 
vernor of  New-Hampshire,  signed  June  30th,  1761,  the  27th 
says,  "  you  are  not  to  give  your  assent  to,  or  pass  any  law  im- 
posing duties  on  negroes  imported  into  New-Hampshire  :"  some 
of  the  colonies  were  for  discouraging  the  introduction  of  negroes 
■ — for'vvhich  purpose  they  wished  to  lay  a  duty  upon  them.  The 
69th  contains  the  following  direction,  *'No  school-master  to  be 
henceforth  permitted  to  come  from  England  without  the  licence 
of  the  bishop  ;  and  no  other  person  now  there,  or  that  shall  come 
from  other  parts,  shall  be  admitted  to  keep  school  without  your 
licence  first  obtained." 

[Feb.  1762.]  A  law  passed  in  the  Massachusetts,  entitled, 
*'  An  act  to  incorporate  certain  persons,  by  the  name  of  The  so- 
ciety for  promoting  Christian  knowledge  among  the  Indians  in 
North  America ;  but  was  disallowed  at  the  court  of  St.  James's 
the  20th  of  May,  1763.  Mr.  Jasper  Mauduit,  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Bowdcin  of  April  7,  1763,  writes,  *' So  long  ago  as  the 
10th  of  December,  I  w^as  told  at  the  plantation-office,  that  this 
act  was  opposed  by  the  archbishop  and  the  society  for  propaga- 
ting the  gospel.  Mr.  Pownall  told  me  that  the  bill  would  not 
pass  ;  that  the  lords  would  not  dispute  the  laudableness  of  the  de- 
sign, but  there  were  political  reasons  for  not  conhrming  it; 
that  the  people  might  apply  the  money  to  oppose  the  missionaries 
of  the  church  of  England.  I  answered,  I  wished  that  the  so- 
ciety for  propagating  the  gospel  had  employed  their  missiona- 
ries more  among  the  Indians  than  they  had  hitherto  done  in 
Korth  America."  From  what  passed,  the  real  reasons  for  dis- 
allowing the  bill  may  be  gathered. 
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lioxburi/y  Dccevibcr  24,  1772. 

[1763.]  IVf  ^*  I-^raclMaudnif,  the  Massachusetts  agent,  gave 
^  J-VA  early  notice  of  the  ministerial  intentions  to  tax  the 
colonies;  but  the  general  court  not  being  called  together  till  the 
latter  end  ot  the  year,  instructions  to  the  agent,  though  solicit- 
ed by  him,  could  not  be  sent  in  season. 

[IIG'L]  The  house  of  representatives  came  to  the  following: 
resolutions-- j^hat  the  sole  right  of  giving  and  granting  the  mo- 
ney of  the  people  of  that  province,  was  vested  in  them  as  their 
egal  representatives  ;  and  that  the  imposition  of  duties  and  taxes 
by  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain,  upon  a  people  who  are  not 
represented  in  the  house  of  commons,  is  absolutely  irreconcile* 
able  witji  their  rights.-  ^^  That  no  man  can  justly  take  the  pro- 
perty of  another  without  his  consent ;  upon  which  original  prin- 
ciple, the  right  of  representation  in  the  same  body  which  ex- 
ercises the  power  of  making  laws  for  levying  taxes,  one  of  the 
main  pillars  of  the  British  co7istitution,  is  evidently  founded  " 

lliese  resolutions  were  occasioned  by  intelligence  of  what  had 
been  done  m  the  British  liouse  of  commons.  It  had  been  there  ^ 
debated  in  March,  whether  they  had  a  right  to  tax  the  Amcricap^.  . 
tliey  not  being  represented,  and  determined  unanimously  in  the  ' 
attirmative.  Not  a  single  person  present  ventured  to  controvert  ^ 
the  right.  Soon  after,  the  sugar  or  molasses  act  was  passed  - 
[April  5.]  and  -it  is  certainly  true,  that  till  then,  no  actavoxv- 
edlyfor  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  with  the  ordinary  title  and 
recital  taken  together,  is  found  in  the  statute  book.  All  befor-* 
stood  on  commercial  regulations  and  restraints."*  It  is  ^tiled 
*'  an  act  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the  British  colonies^  and 
plantations  in  America,  for  continuing,  amending,  and  mak- 
ing perpetual,  an  act  passed  in  the  sixth  year  of  George  the  se- 
cond (entitled  an  act  for  the  better  securing  and  encouraging 
tne  trade  of  his  majesty's  colonies  in  America)  for  applying  the 
produce  of  such  duties,  &c."  From  its  perpetuating  the  sugar 
act  of  George  II.  it  is  called  the  sugar  or  molasses  act.  It  runs 
thus,  ^\  hereas  it  is  expedient  that  new  provisions  and  regu- 
lations should  be  established  in  improving  the  revenue  of  this 
kingdom,  and  for  extending  and  securing  the  navigation  and 
commerce  between  Great-Britain  and  you^majesty's  dominions 

Mr*  Burke's  fpeech  on  American  taxation,  April  19,  1774. 
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in  x\mcnca — And  whereas  it  is  just  and  necessary,  that  a  revenue 
be  raised  in  America  for  defraying  the  expences  of  defending^ 
protecting,  and  securing  the  same — We,  the  commons^  6cc.  to- 
ward raising  the  same,  give  and  grant  unto  your  majesty,  after 
tlie  29th  of  September,  1764-,  upon  clayed  sugar,  indigo  and  cof-- 
fee  of  foreign  produce — upon  all'  wines,  except  French — upon  alh 
wrought  silks,  Bengals  and  stuifs  mixed  with  silk  of  Persia,  Chi- 
na,, or  East-India  manufacture — and  all  calicoes  painted,  printed 
or  stained  there  (certain  specified  duties) — upon  every  gallon  of 
mela&ses  and  syrups,  being  the  produce  of  a  colony  not  under  the 
dominion  of  his  majesty,  the  sum  of  three-pence — the  monies 
arising,  after  charges  of  raising,  collecting,  8cg.  are  to  be  paid 
into  the  receipt  of  bis  majesty's  exchequer — shall  be  entered  se- 
parate, and.  bs  reserved  to  be  disposed  of  by  parliament,  toward 
defraying  the  necessai-y  expences  of  defending,  &c.  the  British 
Golonies."  The  wording  of  the  act  might  induce  the  colonies 
to  view  it  as  the  beginning  of  sorrows  ;  and  they  might  fear  that 
the  parliament  would  go  on  in  charging  them  with  such  taxes  as 
it  pleased,  for  such  miHtary  forces  as  it  should  think  proper. — 
This  ill  prx3spect  seemed  to  the  Americans  boundless  in  extent^ 
and  endless  in  duration.. 

They  objected  not  to  the  parliament's  Hght  of  laying  duties 
to  regulate  cojnmercc  ;  but  the  right  of  taxing  them  w^as  notad^ 
mitted,-  The  ministerial  plan  sent  to  Mr.  Shirley  in  1754,  occa- 
sioned much  conversation,  on  the  subject,  and  the  common  opi- 
nion was,  that  the  parliament  could  not  tax  them  till  duly  repre^ 
sentedin  that  body,  because  it  was  not  just,  nor  agreeable  to  the 
nature  of  the.  English  constitution.  But  though  few  or  none 
were  willing  to  admit  the  •.'^/o/^^,  the  generality  were  cautious, 
how  they  denied  the  power^  or  tlie  obligation  to  submit  on  the  part 
of  the  Americans,  when,  the  power  was  exercised.  Even  Mr;, 
Otis  tells  us,  "we  must  and  ought  to  yield  obedience  to  an  act  of 
parliament,  though  erroneous,  till  repealed."^  "  The  power 
of  parliament,  is  uncontrolable,  but  by  themselves,  and  we 
must  obey.  Thera  would  be  an  end  of  all  government,  if  ons 
era  number  of  subordinate  provinces  should  take  upon  them- 
selves so  far  as  to  judge  of  the  justice  of  an  act  of  parliament,  as 
to  refuse  obedience  to  it  If  their  was  nothing  else  to  restrain 
such  a  step,  prudence  ought  to  do  it  ;  for  forcibly  resisting  the 
parliament  and  the  king's  law  is  high  treason.  Therefore  let  the 
parliament  lay  what  burthens  they  please  upon  us  we  must,  it  is 
our  duty  to  submit,  and  patiently  to  bear  them,  till  they  will  be 
pleased  to  reUeve  us."t     He  went  so  far  as  to  publish  *'  It  ia 

2  QiWi  Ris^ti  of  the  Britife  Cclon^ci,  ?•  S7*     t  Ibid,  p.  59- 
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certain  that  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  has  a  just  and  equit- 
able right,  power  and  authority,  to  im])ose  taxes  on  the  colonies, 
internal  and  external,  on  lands  as  well  as  on  trade."*  "  The 
supreme  legislative  represents  the  whole  society  or  community, 
as  well  the  dominions  as  the  realm.  This  is  implied  in  the  ideu 
of  a  supreme  power  ;  and  if  the  pcwlianient  had  not  sueh  an  au- 
thority, the  colonies  would  be  indepcndent."t  But  the  two  last 
quotations  were  extorted  from  him  through  fear  of- being  called 
to  an  account  for  the  part  he  had  acted,  or  for- what  he  had  be- 
fore advanced  in  print,  conversation  or  debate.  His  first  pam- 
phlet, The  Rights  of  ///c  British  Colonies,  which  had  been 
twice  read  over  in  the  house  of  assembly  within  the  space  of  five 
days,  though  guarded  by  some  expressions,  had  a  strong  tenden- 
cy to  excite  a  powerful  opposition  to  ministerial  plans  ;  especially 
where  he  says,  "1  cannot  but  observe  here,  that  if  the  parliament 
have  an  equitable  right  to  tax  our  trade,  it  is  indisputable,  that 
they  have  as  good  a  one  to  tax  the  lands  and  every  thing  else. 
There  is  no  foundation  for  the  distinction  some  make  in  England, 
betwxenan  internal  aiid  external  tax  on  the  colonies. "|  'I'hese 
expressions  could  not  but  spread  a  general  alarm  through  the 
country,  and  enflame  every  planter  against  parliamentary  taxa- 
tion. The  house  had  so  high  an  opinion  of  this  pamphlet,  that 
tliey  ordered  it  to  be  sent  over  to  Mv.  Mauduil,  with  a  letter, 
wherein  they  instructed  him  to  use  his  indeavours  to  obtain  a  re- 
peal of  the  sugar  act,  and  U}  exert  himself  to  prevent  a  stamp 
act,  or  any  other  imposition  and  taxes  upon  this  and  the  other 
American  provinces.  They  do  not  appear  to  have  made  any 
particular  objection  to  the  term  re-venue  introduced  into  the  su- 
gar, act ;  but  to  have  confined  their  objections  to  the  laying  on 
of  the  duty,  when  they  were  not  represented. 

I'he  act  disgusted  the  more,  because  of  its  being  so  unseason- 
able. The  duties  were  to  be  paid  in  specie,  while  the  old  means 
of  procuring  it  were  cut  off,-  The  ministry,  resolved  to  prevent 
smuggling,  obliged  all  sea  officers,  stationed  on  the  ximerican 
coasts,  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  the  meanest  revenue  ofncers, 
making  them  submitto  the  usual  custom-house  oaths  and  regula- 
tions t^r  that  purpose..  This  proved  a  great  grievance  to  the 
American  merchants  and  traders.  Gentlemen  of  the  navy  were 
unacquainted  with  custom-house  laws.  Many  illegal  seizures 
were  m.ade.  j\'o  redress  could  be  liad  but  from  Britain,  which 
it  was  tedious  and  difficult  to  obtain.  Beside,  the  American 
trade  with  the  Spaniards  by  which  the  British  manufactures 
were  vended  in  return  (for   gold  and  siver  in  coin  or  bullion, 

*  Otis's  Vindication  of  tlie  BritiHi  Colonieg,  p.  57.     f  Ibid.  p.  59. 
%  Hi3  Rights  of  the  Britifh  Colonics,  n.  63. 

cochineal, 
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cochineal,  &c.  as  occasion  served)  was  almost  destroyed  instant- 
ly, by  the  armed  ships  under  the  new  regulations.  The  trade 
was  not  literally  and  strictly  according  to  law,  but  highly  bene- 
ficial ;  and  a  thorough  statesman  would  have  declined  employing 
his  own  navy  in  crushing  it.  The  trade  also  from  the  northern 
colonies  with  the  French  West-India  islands  was  nearly  suppress* 
ed.  These  irritating  measures  strengthened  the  opposition  ta 
ihe  sugar  act. 

[June  13.]  The  Massachusetts  assembly,  w^ho  were  the  first 
representative  body  that  took  the  act  into  consideration,  order- 
ed, that  Mr.  Otis  and  four  others  of  the  house  should  be  a  com- 
mittee in  the  recess  of  the  court,  to  write  to  the  other  govern- 
ments,  and  acquaint  them  with  the  instructions  voted  to  be  sent 
to  their  agent ;  and  that  the  said  committee,  in  the  name  and 
Lehalf  of  the  house,  should  desire  tlie  several  assemblies  on  the 
continent  to  join  with  them  in  the  same  measures.  The  com- 
mittee attended  to  the  business  ;  and  the  end  proposed  by  it  was 
answered :  committees,  were  moreover  appointed  by  divers 
other  colonies  to  correspond  with  the  several  assemblies,  oir 
committees  of  assemblies  on  the  continent.  Thus  a  new  kind 
of  correspondence  was  opened  between  the  colonies,  tending 
to  unite  them  in  their  operations  against  ministerial  encroach- 
ments on  their  privileges,  and  which  proved  of  great  advantage 
to  them  afterward. 

[Oct,  24.]  At  the  next  session  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  the  state  of  the  province,  as  it  might  be  affected  by  cer- 
tain duties  and  taxes  laid,  and  proposed  to  be  laid  by  acts  of  par- 
liament upon  the  colonies.  The  consequence  was,  a  committee 
of  the  council  and  house  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  parliament.. 
The  lieutenant  governor,  Mr.  Hutchinsony  who  was  of  the  coun- 
cil, was  chairman,  but  declmed  drawing  up  any.  Several  were 
proposed,  which  expressed  in  strong  terms  an  exclusive  right  ia 
the  assembly  to  impose  taxes.  He  urged  the  indecency  and  bad- 
policy,  when  they  had  the  resolutions  of  the  house  of  commons 
"before  them,  of  sending  an  address,  asserting,  in  express  words, 
the  contrary.  Many  days  having  been  spent  upon  the  business, 
at  the  deshe  of  the  committee  he  drafted  an  address,  which  con- 
sidered the  sole  power  of  taxation  as  an  indulgence  of  which  they 
prayed  the  continuance,  and  it  was  unanimouslij  agreed  to.  The 
petition  does  not  intimate  the  least  denial  of  the  right  of  parlia- 
ment to  tax  them ;.  but  sets  forth  the  impolicy  of  the  laws,  and 
the  hardships  brought  upon  the  petitioners,  and  prays  that  they 
may  be  relived  from  the  burdens  brought  upon  them  by  the  su- 
gar set ;  that  the  privileges  of  the  colonies  relative  to  their  in- 
ternal taxes,  which  they  have  so  long  enjoyed,  may  be  still  con- 
tinued j 
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tinucd  ;  or  that  the  consideration  of  sucli  taxes  as  arc  proposed 
to  be  laid  upon  the  colonies  may  be  referred,  until  the  petition- 
ers, in  conjunction  with  the  other  governments,  can  have  an 
opportunity  to  make  a  full  representation  of  the  state  and  condi- 
tion of  the  colonies,  and  tlie  interest  of  Great-Britain  with  re- 
gard to  them.  I'lie  proceeding  of  the  general  court  was  ap- 
proved of  out  of  doors,  until  the  copy  of  ihc  Ncxv-Yovk  address 
was  received,  which  was  so  high,  that  many  of  the  friends  of 
liberty  were  mortified  at  their  own  conduct,  and  if  possible, 
would  gladly  have  recalled  their  own  doings. -'^ 

[Nov.  18.']  The  Massachusetts  })etition  was  forwarded  by  go- 
vernor Bernard,  and  accompanied  with  a  letter  to  lord  Ihdifax  ; 
in  which  he  wrote,  "  Massachusetts  is  the  only  one  of  the  old 
colonies,  that  I  know  of,  that  enjoys  a  specie  currency.     This 
reflects  great  honor  upon  the  province  itself,  as  it  is  a  gi-f  at  in- 
stance of  their  prudence,  who  took  hold  of  a  singular  opportuni- 
ty to  destroy  their  paper  money,  which  other  colonies  who  had 
it  equally  in  tlieir  power  neglected.     But  I  fear,  that  if  the  great 
sums  which  are  expected  to  be  raised  in  America  are  to  be  trans- 
ported to  Great-Britain,  there  will  soon  be  an  end  to  the  specie 
currency  of  the  Massachusetts,  which  will  be  followed  by  a  total 
discouragement  for  other  provinces  to  attempt  the  same  in  future. 
In  which  case,  perpetual  paper  money,  the  very  negative  power 
of  riches,  will  be  the  portion  of  America."  After  arguing  against 
the  duties,  from  America's  being  unable,  for  want  of  a  sufficient 
specie  currency,  to  pay  them  without  being  drained  of  their  spe- 
cie, as  it  would  require  a  dead  stock  of  three  years  value  of  the 
annual  income  of  the  revenues,  he  added,  "  If  due  care  be  taken 
to  confine  the  sale  of  manufactures  and  Eoropean  goods  (except 
what  shall  be  permitted)  to  Great-Britain  only,  all  the  profits  of 
tlie- American  foreign  trade  will  necessarily  centre  in  Great-Bri- 
tain ;  and  therefore  if  the  first  purpose  is  well  secured,^  the  fo- 
reign American  trade  is  the  trade  of  Great-Britain.     The  aug- 
mentation and  diminution,  the  extension  and  restriction,  the  pro- 
lit  and  loss  of  it  all,  finally  comes  home  to  the  mother  country. 
It  is  the  interest  of  Great-Britain,  that  the  trade  to  both  the  Spa- 
nish and  Erench  West-Indies  should  be  encouraged  as  niuch  as 
may  well  be,  and  the  British  West-Indies  should  be  taught  that 
equitable  maxim,  Ike  and  let  live.    It  appeared  to  be  the  decided 
opinion  of  the  governor,  that  the  sending  home  the  produce  of 
the  duties  and  taxes  proposed,  woLild  take  from  the  Americans 
the  means  of  trade,  and  render  it  impracticable  for  them  to  make 
remittances  to  Great-Britain. 

*  Mr.  Ilutchlnfon's  letter  of  March  8,  1766. 
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The  Virginia  council  and  house  of  burgesses  petitioned  the 
king,  presented  a  memorial  to  the  house  of  lords,  ramonstrated 
to  tlie  house  of  commons.  iNew-Vor/c,  lihodc- J siand,  kci^Qti- 
tioned. 

The  New-York  petition  was  conceived  in  such  strong  terms, 
and  deemed  so  inflammatory,  that  their  agent  could  not  prevail 
en  any  one  member  of  tlie  house  to  present  it. 

The  colonies  denied  the  varliamentarij  right  of  ta ration  many 
months  before  any  member  of  the  British  parliament  uttered  a 
single  syllable  to  that  purpose  :  and  the  American  opposition  to 
the  stamp  act  Vv^as  fully  formed  before  it  was  known  by  the  colo- 
nists that  their  cause  was  espoused  by  any  man  of  note  at  home, 
as  Britain  is  stiled. 

Beside  the  colonial  proceedings  related  above,  it  must  be  noted, 
that  tl^^  inhabitants  of  several  places  met,  and  agreed  not  to  buy 
any  clothing  (they  could  do  without)  which  was  not  of  their  own 
manufacturing.  Divers  associations  also  were  formed,  all  of 
whom  resolved  to  consume  as  few  British  manufactures  as  pos- 
sible. 

l"he  raising  of  a  revenue  fl-om  tlie  molasses  trade,  and  a  fund 
to  defray  the  expences  of  denfeding  the  colonies,  were  in  con- 
templation nine  years  before  ;*'  but  the  resolutions  taken  by  the 
Louse  of  commons  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  might  be  for- 
warded by  Mr.  liuske,  an  Avurican,  a  native  of  Portsmouth  in 
New-Hampshire,  who  a  short  time  before  obtained  a  seat  inpar- 
fiament.  Instead  of  standing  forth  a  iirm  advocate  for  the  coun- 
try which  gave  liim  birth,  he  officiously  proposed  to  the  house 
laying  a  tax  on  the  colonies  that  should  annually  amount  to  tive 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  which  he  declared  they  were 
well  able  to  pay  :  and  he  was  heard  with  great  joy  and  attend- 
on.  f  He,  or  some  other,  recollecting  that  tlie  stamp  act  was 
^  talked  ot  by  the  commissioners  at  Albany  in  1754,  might  sug- 
gest that  mode  of  taxing  :  for  whatever  was  thought,  the  stamp: 
act  was  not  originalljj  Mr.  Gren-ville's.X 

The  dispositon  to  tax  the  Americans,  unless  they  would  tax 
themselves  equal  to  the  wishes  of  the  mJuistry,  was  undoubtedly 
strengthened  by  ibe  reports  of  their  gaiety  and  luxuary,  which 
reached  the  mochtr  country  :  it  was  also  said,  that  the  planters 
lived  like  princes,  while  the  inhabitants  oi  Britain  laboured  hard 
ior  a  tolerable  subsistence.     1  he  officers  lately  returned,  repre- 

*  Mr,  Agent  Bollan^s  letters  of  that  date  to  the  Maflachufctts  general 
court. 

t  Mr.  Sayre's  letter  to  Captain  Sears,  of  New-York,   dated  London, 
7th  of  Fcbuary,  1764. 

X  Mr.  J;4ckfon'd  letter  to  lieutenant-governor  Hutchicfon,  Dec.  26,  i76ju 
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sentcd  tlicm  as  rich,  wealthy,  and  even  overgrown  in  fortune. 
I'heh-opniion  might  arise  from  observations  made  in  the  Ame- 
rican cities  and  towns  during  the  war,  while  large  sums  were 
spent  in  the  country  for  the  support  of  fleets  and  armies.  Ame- 
rican productions  were  then  in  great  demand,  ajid  trade  flourish- 
ed. 'J  nc  people,  naturally  generous  and  Jiospitablc,  liaving  a 
number  of  strangers  among  them,  indulged  themselves  in  many 
uncommon  expences.  When  the  war  was  terminated,  and  they 
had  oil  furtlier  ai)prehension  of  darlger,  the  power  of  the  Jatc 
enemy  in  the  country  being  totally  broken — Canada,  and  the 
hack  lands  to  the  very  banks  of  the  Mi\sisippi,wiih  the  Floridas^ 
being  ceded  to  Grcat-lhllain — it  was  thought  they  could  not  well 
make  too  much  of  those  who  hadso  contributed  to  their  security. 
Partly  to  do  honor  to  them-,  and  partly,  it  is  to  be  ivared,  to 
gratify  their  own  pride,  they  added  to  their  shovv^  of  plate,  by- 
borrowing  of  theirneighbours,  and  made  a  great  parade  of  rich- 
es in  their  several  entertainments,  'i'lie  plenty  and  variety  of 
provisions  and  ii\.[uors  anabled  them  to  furnish  out*  an  elegant 
table  at  comparatively  trifling  expence. 

Mr.  Grcnviilf's  intended  stamp  act  was  communicated  to  the 
American'  agents.  Many  of  them  did  not  oppose  it.  Half  their 
number  were  placemen,  ordepcndent  on  the  ministry.  Mr.  y<9- 
seph  S/isrwooih  mv  honesr  cjualLcr  agent  for  liJwde-Islandy  re- 
fused his  assent  to,  America's  being  taxed  by  a  British  parliament- 
Mr.  Mauduit,  the  Massachusetts  agent,  favored  the  raising  of 
the  wanted  money  of  a  stamp  duty,  as  it  would  occasion  less  ex- 
pence  of  oflicers,  and  woidd  include  the  West-India- islands.  But 
the  scheme  was  postponed,  and  the  agents  authorised  to  informs 
the  American  assemblies,  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  suggest  an\r 
ether  way  of  raising  monies  ;  and  that  Kir.  Grenville  was  readme 
to  receive  proposals  for  any  other  tax  that:  might  be  equivalent 
in  its  produce  to  the  stamp  tax.  The  colonies  seemed  to  consi- 
der it  as  an  affront,  rather  than  a  compliment.  He  would  not 
have  been  content  with  any  thing  sliort  of  a  certain  specrfle  sum^ 
and  proper  funds  for  the  payment  of  it.  Hadnot  the  sums  beeit 
answerable  to  his  wishes,  he  would  have  rejected  them  ;  and  he 
would  scarce  have  been  satisfied  with  less  than  ci'.  300,000  per  an- 
num, which  was  judged  absoldtelynecessary  to  defray  thewholc 
expence  of  the  army  proposed  for  the  defence  of  America  :  he 
might  rather  have  expected  that  it  should  amount  to  v/liat  Mr. 
Huske  had  mentioned.  No  satisfactory  pioposals  being  inadc^ 
he  adhered  to  his  purpose  of  bringing  forward  the  stamp  bill, 
though  repeatedly  pressed,by  some  of  his  friends  to  desist,  while 
he  might  have  done  iTwith  honor.  JHchard  Jackson,  esq.  had 
feecachosea  agentfQt  the  M^ss'^ichusctts ,  he,  with  Mr.  iTigtrsoll;, 

Mr.  ' 
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]Mr.  Garlli,  and  Mr.  Franklin,  lately  come  from  Philadelphia, 
waited  on  Mr.  Grenville  the  second  of  February,  1165,  by  de^ 
sire  of  the  colonial  agents,  to  remonstrate  against  the  stamp  bill, 
and  to  propose,  that  in  case  any  tax  must  be  laid  upon  America^ 
the  several  colonics  might  be  permitted  to  lay  the  tax  themselves. 
At  this  interview  Mr.  Jackson  opened  his  mind  freely  on  the 
subject ;  and  Mr.  Franklin,  as  must  be  supposed,  mentioned, 
that  he  had  it  in  instruction  from  the  assembly  of  Pennsi/lvania^ 
to  assure  the  ministry,  that  they  should  alway  think  it  their 
duty  to  grant  such  aids  to  the  crown  as  were  suitable  to  their 
circumstances,  whenever  called  for  in  the  usual  constitutional 
manner.  Mr.  Grenville,  hov/ever,  pertinaciously  adhered  to 
his  own  opinions;  and  said,  that  he  hud  pledged  his 'word  for 
offering  the  stamp  bill  to  the  house,  and  that  the  house  would 
hear  their  objectionSj  &c.  &c. 

The  bill  was  brought  in  ;  and  on  the  first  reading,  Mr.  Char^ 
les  To-wnsend  spoke  in  its  favor.  He  took  notice  of  several 
things  that  colonel  Barre  had  said  in  his  speech  against  it ;  and 
then  concluded  with  the  following  or  like  words:  "  And  now 
will  these  Americans,  children  planted  by  our  care,  nourished 
up  by  our  indulgence,  until  they  are  grown  to  a  degree  of 
.strength  and  opulence,  and  protected  by  our  arms,  will  they 
grudge  to  contribute  their  mite  to  relieve  us  from  the  heavy^ 
weight  of  that  burden  which  we  lie  under?'* 

On  this  colonel  Barrevose,  and,  after  explaining  some  passa- 
ges in  his  speech,  took  up  Mr.  Townsend's  concluding  words  irj 
a  most  spirited  and  inimitable  manner,  saying,  "  Theij  planted  hj 
YOUR  care !  No,  your  oppressions  planted  them  in  America^ 
They  fled  from  your  tyranny,  to  a  then  uncultivated  and  unhos- 
pitable  country,  where  they  exposed  themselves  to  almost  all  the 
hardships  to  which  human  nature  is  liable  ;  and,  among  others, 
to  the  cruelties  of  a  savage  foe^  the  most  subtle,  and  I  v/ill  take 
upon  me  to  say,  the  most  formidable  of  any  people  upon  the  face 
of  God's  earth  ;  and  yet,  actuated  by  principles  of  true  English 
liberty,  they  met  all  hardships  with  pleasure,  compared  with  those 
they  suffered  in  their  own  country,  from  the  hands  of  those  that 
should  have  been  their  friends.  They  nourished  2ip  /^y  your  in-- 
diligence  I  They  grew  by  your  neglect  of  them.  As  soon  as  you 
began  to  care  about  the'm,  that  care  was  exercised  in  sending 
persons  to  rule  them,  in  one  department  and  another,  who 
were,  perhaps,  the  deputies  of  deputies  to  some  members  of  this 
house,  sent  to  spy  out  their  liberties,  to  misrepresent  theit  actions, 
and  to  pry  upon  them — men,  whose  behaviour  on  many  occasi- 
ons, has  caused  the  blood  of  those  sons  of  liber tj/  to  recoil  withift- 
thera— men  promoted  to  the  highest  seats  of  justice  j  some  wh^ 

^9 
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to  my  knowledge  were  glad,  by  going  to  a  foreign  country,  to 
escape  being  brought  to  the  bar  of  a  court  of  justice  in  their  own. 
llicy  protected  hy  your  arms  !  'I'hcy  have  nobly  taken  up  arms 
in  your  defence  ;  have  exerted  a  valor,  amidst  their  constant 
and  laborious  industry,  for  the  defence  of  a  country,  whose  fron- 
tier was  drenched  in  blood,  while  its  interior  })arts  yielded  all  its 
little  savings  to  your  emolument.  And  believe  me,  remember 
1  this  day  told  you  so,  that  same  spirit  of  freedom,  which  actu- 
ated that  people  at  first,  will  accompany  them  still — but  prudence 
forbids  me  to  explain  myself  further.  God  knows  I  do  not  at 
this  time  speak  trom  motives  of  party  heat ;  what  I  deliver  are 
the  genuine  seutiments  of  my  heart.  How^cver  superior  to 
me  in  general  knowledge  and  experience  the  respectable  body 
of  this  house  may  be,  yet  I  elaim  to  know  more  of  Americci 
tiian  most  of  you,  having  seen  and  been  conversant  in  that 
country.  'I'he  people,  1  believe,  are  as  truly  loyal  as  any  sub- 
jects the  king  has  ;  but  a  people  jealous  of  their  liberties,  and 
'who  will  vindicate  them  if  ever  they  should  be  violated — but  the 
subject  is  too  delicate — I  will  say  no  more."  These  sentiments 
were  thrown  out  so  entirely  without  premeditation,  so  forcibly 
and  so  firmly,  and  the  breaking  off  was  so  beautifully  abrupt, 
that  the  whole  house  sat  a  while  amazed,  intently  looking,  with-* 
out  answ^ering  a  word. 

The  London  merchants  trading  to  America,  being  much  a- 
larmed  on  account  of  their  outstanding  debts,  petitioned  against 
the  stamp  act.  Their  petition  was  offered  at  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill.  The  rule  of  the  house,  never  to  receive  petitions 
against  money  bills,  was  urged.  General  Conway  observed,  that 
it  appeared  undeniable,  that  the  practice  w^as  by  no  means  inva- 
riable ;  at  best  it  was  but  a  practice  of  convenience,  from  which 
they  ought,  in  tiic  present  instance,  to  vary.  The  ministry  pub- 
licly declared,  ''  That  it  was  intended  to  establish  the  power  of 
Great-Britain  to  tax  the  colonics.''''  They  were  induced  to  makci 
a  point  of  it,  because  most  of  the  petitions  from  thence  denied, 
in  the  strongest  terms,  the  right  of  Britain  to  impose  taxes.  It 
was  evident  that  the  ministerial  forces  would  prevail,  the  petition 
of  the  London  merchants  was  therefore  withdravvrn.  After  that 
the  others  from  the  colonies  w^cre  offered,  but  rejected  upon  the 
plea  taken  from  the  rule  of  the  house.  During  the  debate  upon 
the  bill,  in  this  stage  of  it,  *'  General  Conway  denied  the  right  of 
parliament  to  tax  the  Aracricans^  in  the  most  peremptory  man- 
ner ;  and  urged,  with  great  vehemence,  the  many  liardships.  aiid 
what  he  was  pleased  to  call  absurdities  that  would  follow  from 
the  contrary  doctrine  and  practice." ••'  Alderman  Beckford  also 
*  Mr.  IngerfoU's  Utler  of  March  6,  1765. 
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^isp^ited  the  right  of  parliament,  according  to  Mr.  Ingcrsoll'5 
letter. 

I'he  supporters  of  the  stamp  act  insisted  much  upon  the  colo- 
cies  being  vZ/Yz/fl//?/ represented,  and  mentioned  Ze'tc^^\  Halifax':, 
Binningliam,  Mahclicstci\hc.  'dscn]oYmg^-virtual  representation, 
AVhoever  had  a  recourse  to  a  virtual  representation  of  the  colo^ 
nies,  in  vindication  of  the  parliament's  taxing  th.em,  therein  ac- 
knowledged, that  there  ought  not  to  be  taxation  without  repre- 
sentation.   But  the  difFereiice  between  Leeds,  Bat/fax,^  Sec.  and 
the  .i/wzc7vV^n  colonies,  is.  as  A\iide  as  the  Atlantic. ^    The  land- 
holders of  those  towns  ejijoy  a  real  representation,  if  tlisir  frce^ 
holds  yield,  a  certain  anmial  income.     Many  of  the  inhabitants; 
have  a  choice  in  the  election  of  members,  in  one  place  or  ano- 
ther. The  general  intcrestsof  the  freeholders  and  tenants^  clect-^ 
ors  and  non-electors,  are    so  interwoven,  that  all   are  hable  to 
be  equally  affected  by  the  same  common  taxes,  _   The  one  pays 
tlie  same  duty  on  his  sugar,   tea,  coffee,   and  chocolate,  a&  the 
other.     The  relative  coJinection  between  them,  produces  what 
may  be  called,,  with  a  kind  of  propriety,  a  virtual  representation  ;. 
answering,  though  in  a  lower  degree,   to  what  the  family  of  ar 
fi-ceholder  or  freom.an  enjoys.  But  was  all  the  soil  in  the  British- 
colonies  a  man's  freehold,  it  would  not  give  him  a  single  vote- 
tor  anv  one  member  of  parliament.     There  is  not  an  individual 
in  them,  who,  shodd  he  cross  the  Atlantic,  v/ouldhave.a  rightto. 
vote  in  any  election,  by  virtue  of  any  privileges  enjoyed  in  Ame- 
rica.    He  must  be  a  freeholder  of  Britain,  or  a  freeman  of  some 
British  city,  borough,  or  corporation,,  and. have  a  British  quali- 
£cation,  before  he  can  elect  or  be  elected.  The  interests  of  Ame- 
rica and  Britain  are  not  interv/oven,  as  arc.  those  of  British  elect-^ 
ors  and  non-electors.     If  the  British  parliament  impose  taxes  on 
the  Americans,  Britons  do  not  bear  witli  them  their  part  and 
proportion  in  the  said  taxes.  The  former  are  burdened  that  the 
latter  may  be  eased.  The  monies  raised  have  the  nature  of  a  tri- 
bute exacted  from  a  conquered  people  in  a  slavish  dependence, 
and  not  of  a  tax  voluntarily  granted  by  the  voice  of  freemen,, 
through  their  own  elected  representatives,  paying  scot  and  lot' 
with  themselves,  for  the  support  of  government.     Beside,  ther- 
British  parliamicnt  are  so  far  removed  from  America,  that  they: 
cannot  obtain  that  full  information rcspcctingthe colonies  whiclt^ 
ought  always  to  accompany  the  exercise,  of  a  taxing  power. 

When  the  question  upon  the  bill,  in  its  last  stage,  was  brought, 
to  a  vote,  there  were  about  250  for,,  and  50  against  it.  In  thcr 
house  of  lords,  so  strong  was  the  unanimity,  that  there  was  not  av 
.single  syllable  uttered  against  the  bill ;  and  on  the  twenty-second/ 
of  JMarch,  it  obtained  tiie  royal  assent,    Tiic  night  after  it  was  - 

passed^ 
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passed,  Dr.  Franklin  wrote  Mr.  Charles  Thomson,'^  "  the  sun 
*>f  liberty  is  set;  you  must  light  up  the  candles  of  industry  auc! 
eeconomv."  Mr.  Tkoimon  nnswcred,  he  was  apprehensive 
that  other  lights  would  bo  the  consequence,  and  predicted  tlic 
opposition  that  followed. 

The  framers  of  ihc  stamp  act  flattered  themselves,  that  the 
confusion  which  would  arise  upon  the  disuse  of  writini.',s,  wouici 
compel  the  colonics  to  ur-ethe  stamp  }i:jj>cr,  and  therefore  to  pay 
the  taxes  imposed.  Thus  ihey  were  led  to  pronounce  it,  a  Un!) 
which  '4'(nild  execute  itself.  Mr.  Grenville,  however,  appears  to 
have  been  appreh^visive  that  it  might  occasion  disorders  ;  to  pre- 
vent or  supprcis  which,  he  projected  another  bill,  which  was 
liroupjit  in  tho  Same,  session,  whereby  it  was  to  be  made  lawful 
fer  military  officers  1:1  the  colonies,  to  quarter  their  soidic  is  ir. 
private  houses,  I  his  seemed  intended  to  awe  the  people  into  a, 
fKunpliance.  with  the  other  acr.  Great  oj^posinou  being  made  to- 
il, as  under  such  a  pov/er  in  the  array,  lio  owe  could  Il-cV  on'liis 
touf;e  as  his  own,  that  part  of  tiie  bill  was  dropt ;  but  tiierc  still 
remained  a  clause,  when  passed  into  a  law,  to  oblige  the  se  .e- 
ral  assemblies  to  provide  q^iarters  for  the  soldiers,  and  to  furnish 
th.e;m  with  firing,  bedding,  candles,  small  beer,  rum,  and  sundry 
Other  articles,  at  the  expence  of  the  several  provinces  ;  wiiich 
continued  in  force  when  the  stamp  act  was  repealed,  it  equally 
militated  with  the  other  against  the  American  principle,  l^hat 
monei,'  is  not  to  be  reused  on  FiHglish  subjects  with.cHt  their  consent. - 

Wiiatcver  might  be  urged,  government  was  under  no  necessitv 
of  adopting  the  mode  of  taxmg  the  colonies  for  their  defence, 
and  the  securing  of  the  new  ct^'ded  coimtrie^.  Though  after  thcr 
general  peace  an  Indian  war  might  be  continued-  or  renewed, 
that  was  no  reason  for  continuing  British  forces  in  America. 
The  colonists  were  better  able  to  deal  with  them  than  the  regu- 
lars. The  new  ceded  countries  required  no  great  number  of 
troops  to  secure  them^  Hie  colonics  were  at  hand  to  support 
the  British  garrisons  in  case  assistance  was  wanted  :  and  they 
had  repeatedly  shev/ed  their  readiness  upon  form-er  occasions. 
I'he  idea  of  a  dangerous  enemy  upon  the  American  continent, 
was  at  an  e\\(\  ;  and  the  British  administration  m.ust  have  been 
inexcusable,  had  they  not  gnarded  against  the  transferring  of 
one  from  Europe.  It  was  become  futrle  to  exclaim — "  .Shall  i"g, 
depend  upon  the  resolutions  of  a  Philadelphia  assembly,  whethe:* 
our  fellow  subjects  shall  arm  in  defence  of  liberty  and  property  ? 
Does  the  fate  of  a  whole  continent  bear  any  })roportion  to  anal- 
most  imperceptible  cncroacliment  upon  the  im})ortant  priulcge 
of  an  American,  deliberating  for  a  year  or  two,  whether  he  wili 
*  The  prelent  li6cr«:tary  of  congrefs. 
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pay  six-pence  in  the  pound  to  save  himself  and  family  from  per- 
dition ?"  The  danger  of  perdition  was  a  mere  bugbear,  v/hicli 
might  frighten  the  ignorant  into  an  apprehension  that  it  wiis  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  maintain  an  army  in  America,  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  which  the  colonies  should  be  made  to  answer ;  but  the 
Americans  knew  better  than  to  startle  at  the  spectre.  Had  no 
more  troops  been  stationed  upon  the  American  continent  thaii 
circumstances  called  for,  the  ministry  might  have  obtained  all 
the  aids  it  w^as  reasonable  for  the  colonies  to  have  given,  by  the 
old  mode  of  requisition.  From  the  time  that  they  were  first  con- 
sidered as  capable  of  granting  aids,  the  constant  mode  of  ob- 
taining them,  was  by  requisition  from  the  crown^  through  the 
governors  to  the  several  assemblies;  and  the  ministers,  from' 
Ciiarles  IL  to  the  present  king,  most  effectually  recognised  the 
distinction  between  parliamentary  supcrintendancc  and  taxation, 
in  their  requisitions  to^the  colonies  to  raise  men  and  money  by- 
acts  of  assembly.  Had  this  happy  method  been  continued,  alt 
the  money  that  could  have  been  justly  expected  from  them  in 
any  manner^  might  have  been  procured  without  the  least  breach 
of  that  harmony  w^hicli  so  long  subsisted  between  the  colonies- 
and  the  mother  country  ;  and  it  was  not  acting  wisely  to  thwart 
unnecessarily  the  prejudices  of  the  Americans-  But  the  imposi-. 
tion  of  taxes  upon  them  might  be  introductory  to,  or  a  part  of 
the  plan  for  overturning  their  civil  and  religious  liberties,  allud- 
ed to  by  the  Rev.  Mr,  fVhiteJield,  before  even  the  sugar  act  had 
passed. 

The  stamp  act  having  passed,  the  colony  agents  waited  upon 
Mr.  Wheatley  by  desire,  wiio  tpld  them,  that  Mr.  Grenvilie 
did  not  think  of  sending  from  Great-Britain  stiunp  ofhcers,  but 
wished  to  have  discreet  and  respectable  persons  appointed  from 
among  the  inhabitants  ;  and  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  them  to 
point  out  to  him  such  persons.  Thus  the  agents  were  drawn  m 
to  nominate.  Dr.  Franklin  recommended  Mr.  Hughes  to  be 
chief  distributor  of  stamps  in  Pennsi/hania,  and  Mr.  Cos  in  the 
Jerseys;  and  being  consulted  by  Mr.  Iiigersoll,  advised  him  to- 
accept,  adding,  go  home  and  tell  your  countrymen  to  get  children 
as  fast  as  they  can — thereby  intimating  his  opinion  of  the  oppres- 
sion the  colonists  were  under,  and  of  their  present  inability  to 
make  effectual  resistance  ;  but  that  they  ought,  when  sufficiently 
numerous,  to  shake  off  the  yoke  and  recover  their  liberty.  It  is 
apparent  from  the  recommendations,  and  the  appointments 
made  in  consequence  of  the  nominations,  that  the  acrents  were 
far  from  thinking  that  such  disturbances  woiilcf  have  been 
occasioned  by  the  stamp  act,  or  they  would  have  spared  their 
friends.     They  certainly  expected  tiic  act  would   have  gone 

dov,'ii. 
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down,  and  the  stamp  papers  have  been    used.     Eut  it  was  the 

reverse. 

A  general  discontent  through  the  MasmcJnisetts  discovered  it- 
vSelf  hnmediatelyon  the  first  advice  of  the  acts  having  passed  ; 
but  there  was  no  other  expectation  among  the  bulk,  of  the 
people,  than  that  the  act  would  be  submitted  to,  and  the  duty 
paid  ;  and  several  who  afterward  opposed  it  violently,  made  in- 
terest with  the  distributor,  that  they  or  their  friepds  might  ob- 
tain appointments.  The  newspapers,  indeed,  groaned  for  the 
loss  ofhberty  ;  however,  nothing  extravagant  appeared  in  them  ; 
but  the  friends  to  the  claimsof  the  colonies,  pleased  with  Banc's 
sheech,  and  what  he  had  pronounced  the  Americans,  assumed 
to  themselves  the  title  of— SOiNS  OF  LIBERTY. 

In  Connecticut  the  inhabitants  were  quite  inattentive  to  tlie 
fatal  consequences  that  the  act  might  draw  after  it  in  some  dis- 
tant period.  The  judges  themselves,  severalof  whom  were  of 
the  council,  appeared  perfect  /secure,  and  were  noways  alarm- 
ed. The  Rev,  Mr.  Stephen  Johnson  of  Li/niej  vexed  and  grieved 
with  the  temper  and  inconsiderateness  of  all  orders  of  people,  de- 
termined, if  possible,  to  rouse  them  to  a  better  way  of  thinking. 
He  consulted  a  neighbouring  gentleman,  an  Irishman  by  birth, 
who  undertook  to  convey  the  pieces  he  might  pen  to  the  New^ 
London  printer,  so  secretly  as  to  prevent  the  author's  being  dis- 
covered. Three  or  four  essays  were  published  upon  the  occasi- 
on. The  eyes  of  the  public  began  to  open,  and  fears  were  ex- 
cited. Other  writers  engaged  in  the  business,  while  the  iirst 
withdrew,  having  fully  answered  his  intention.  The  congrega- 
tional ministers  saw  fui'thcr  into  the  designs  of  the  British  admi- 
inistration  than  the  bulk  of  the  colony  ;  and,  by  their  publications 
and  conversation,  increased  and  strengthened  the  opposition. — 
Jt  became  so  considerable,  that  when  governor  Fi/c/i  proposed 
that  he  and  the  counsellors  should  be  sworn  agreeable  to  the 
stamp  act,  colonel  Trumbull^''  went  out,  and  refused  even  to  wit- 
ness to  the  transaction.  O' hers  followed  this  spirited  example, 
and  only  four  of  the  council  remained. 

In  Virginia,  a  general  disposition  appeared  to  submit  to  the 
stamp  act  :  but  George  Johns/on  and  Patrick  llemy,  esqrs.  con- 
sulted together  ;  and  afterward,  at  the  close  of  the  sessions,  whea 
^here  was  butathin  house,  many  members  being  absent  preparing 
to  return  home,  Mr.  Henry  brought  in  a  number  of  resolves. — -^ 
They  were  as  follows,  viz.  "  Wiiereas  the  horiorable  hoLkse  of 
commons  in  Enghuid,  have  of  late  drawn  into  question  how  far 
the  general  assembly  of  this  colony  hath  power  to  enact  lawsfoir 
laying  of  taxes  and  imposing  duties,  payab'cby  the  people  of  this 

*  Lne  governor  Tiumbull  of  Connectiv.ut- 
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l^Is  majtrsty's  most  ancient  colony — for  settling  and  ascertaining  ' 
the  same  to  all  future  times,  the  house  of  burgesses  of  this  pre- 
sent general  assembly,  have  come  to  the  following  resolves  : 

Resolved,  That  the  iirst  adventurers,  settlers  of  this  his  ma- 
jesty's colony  and  dominion  of  FzV^/mzV/,  brought  with  them  and 
transmitted  to  their  posterity,  and  all  other  his  majesty's  subjects 
Mnce  inhabiting  in  this  his  majesty's  said  colony,  all  the  liberties, 
privileges,  franchises,  and  immunities,  that  have  at  any  time  been 
iield,  enjoyed, and  possessed  by  the  people  of  Great-Britain  : 
Resolved,  That  by  two  royal  charters,  granted  by  king  Javm 
I.  the  colonists  aforesaid  are  declared  and  entitled  to  all  liberties^ 
privileges  and  immunities  of  denizens  and  natural  subjects,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  if  they  had  been  abiding  and  born  with- 
in the  realm  of  England :  .     ^         ^ 

Resolved,  That  his  majesty's  liege  people  of  this  anelent  co- 
lony have  enjoyed  the  right  of  being  thus  governd  by  their 
own  assembly,  in  the  articles  of  ta^:es  and  internal  police  ;  and 
that  the  same  have  never  been  forfeited,  or  any  other  way  yield- 
ed up,  but  have  been  constantly  recognised  by  the  king  and 
people  of  Britain  : 

Resolved  therefore^  That  the  general  assembly  of  this  colony^ 
together  with  his  majesty  or  his  substitutes,  have  in  their  repre- 
sentative capacity,  the  only  exclusive  right  and  power  to  lay 
,  taxes  and  imposts  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  ;  and  that 
every  attempt  to  vest  such  power  in  any  other  persoa  or  persons 
whatsoever^  than  the  general  assembly  aforesaid  is  illegal,  un- 
constitutional, and  unjust,  and  hath  a  manifest  tendency  to  de- 
stroy British  as  well  as  American  liberty  : 

Resolved,  That  his  majesty's  Hege  people,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  colony,  are  not  bound  (o  yield  obedience  to  any  law  or  or- 
dinance whatever,  designed  to  impose  any  taxation  whatsoever 
upon  them,  other  tlian  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  general  as- 
sembly aforesaid  : 

Resolved,  That  any  person  who  shall,  by  speaking  or  writing, 
assert  or  maintain,  that  any  person  or  persons,  other  than  the 
general  assembly  of  this  colony,  have  any  right  or  power  to  im- 
pose or  lay  any  taxation  on  the  people  here,  shall  be  deemed  an 
enemy  to  this  his  majesty's  colony." 

Upon  reading  these  resolves  the  Scotch  gentlemen  in  die 
house,  cried  out  treason,  &c.  lliey  were  however  adopted. — ■ 
The  next  day,  some  old  members  got  them  revised,  though  they 
could  not  carry  it  to  reject  them.  As  revised  they  stand  thus  oa 
tlic  printed  journals  of  the  hciisc  of  burgesses. 

Tlmrsdai/^ 
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Resolved,  Tluit  the  first  adventurers,  iScc.  ^:c.  as  above  : 

Resolved,  That  by  two  royal  charters,  &e.  &c. 

Resolved,  'That  the  taxation  of  the  people  by  themselves,  on 
by  ])ersons  ehoscn  by  themselves  to  represent  them,  who  caa 
only  know  what  taxes  the  people, are  able  to  bear,  or  the  easiesi 
method  of  raising  them,  and  must  themselves  be  effected  bv  every 
tax  laid  on  the  people,  is  the  only  security  against  a  burdejisomc 
taxation,  and  the  distinguis-hiiig  characteristic  oi British  treedom, 
without  which  the  ancient  consTTfiltion  cannot  exist: 

Resolved,  Tluit  his  majesty's  liege  people  of  this  his  most  an- 
cient and  loyal  colony,  have,  w^ithout  interruption,  enjoyed  the 
inestimable  right  of  being  governed  by  su<*h  laws,  respecting 
their  internal  policy  and  taxation,  as  are  derived  trom  their  own 
consent,  with  the  approbation  of  their  sovereign  or  his  substi- 
tute ;  and  that  the  same  hath  never  been  forfeited  or  yielded  up^ 
but  hath  been  constantly  i-ecognised  by  the  king  and  people  of 
Grcat-Britam. 

[June  1.  J  Lieutenant-governor  Farquler  dissolved  the  house 
of  burgesses  upon  being  made  acquainted  with  their  resolves. 

A  manuscript  of  the  unrevised  resolves  soon  reached  riiiladd^ 
phia,  having  been  sent  cif  immediately  upon  their  passing,  tha^ 
the  earliest  information  of  what  had  been  done  might  be  obtain* 
ed  by  the  sons  of  liberty.  From  thence  the  like  was  forwarded  on 
the  seventeenth  of  J  une.  At  New-York  the  resolves  were  hand- 
ed about  with  great  privacy  :  they  were  accounted  so  treasonable^ 
that  the  possessors  of  them  dechned  printing  them  in  that  city. 
The  //75/z  gentleman  alluded  to  above,  being  there,  inquired  after 
them,  and  with  much  precaution  was  admitted  to  take  a  copy.— 
He  carried  them  to  New-Engia:  d,  where  they  were  published 
and  circulated  far  and  wide  in  the  newspapers,  without  any  re- 
serve, and  proved  eventually  the  occasion  of  those  disorder3 
which  afterward  broke  out  in  the  colonies.  Till  they  appeared, 
it  was  thought  that  the  Rhode-Islanders  would  submit.  Murmurs 
indeed  were  continually  heard  ;  but  they  seemed  to  be  such  as- 
would  die  away.  The  Virginia  resolutions  gave  a  spring  to  all 
the  disgusted,  and  they  began  to  adopt  different  measures.- 

The  Massachusdts  assembly  had  hit  upon  a  wise  and  quiet 
mode  of  seeking  address,  before  ever  they  could  be  acquainted 
with  what  had  been  done  in  Virginia.  It  w^as  projected  and 
brought  on  by  Messrs.  Otis,  father  and  son.  They  were  visiting 
at  James  Warren's,  esq.  of  Plymouth,  a  son  and  brother-in-law, 
ke  having  married  Miss  Otis.  The  state  of  public  affairs,  and 
kow  to  get  rid  of  theburdens  coming  upon  the  colonies,  were  thL- 
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subjects  of  conversation.     Congresses  had  often  been  held,  and 
thouc^h  there  was  no  precedent  of  any  one's  being  called,  but  at 
the  instance  of  persons -authorised  or  employed  by  the  ministry, 
excepting  the  first  congress  we  read  of,  which  wasproposed  by  the 
Massaclwsetts  gcncY'dl  court  in  1690  ;  yet  no  reasonable  objection 
could  be  made  against  holding  one  upon  the  present  emergency, 
notwithstanding  it  might  want  the  sanction  of  administration.— 
It  was  agreed  t  j  forward  the  meeting  of  a  congress  as  a  proper 
.method  for  obtaining  the  removal  of  American  grievances.     '1  he 
matter  was  moved  in  the  house'Sf  assembly  ;    [June  6.]  the  con- 
sequence was,  an  agreement,  that  "It is  highly  expedient  there 
nhould  be  a  meeting,  as  soon  as  may  be,  of  committees  from  the 
houses  of  representatives  or  burgesses  in  the  several  colonies,  to 
consult  on  the  present  circumstances  of  the  colonies,  and  the 
difficulties  to  which  they  are  and  must  be  reduced,  and  to  consi- 
der of  a  general   address — to  be  held  at  New- York,  the  first 
Tuesday  o;^ October."  Within  two  days,  a  letter  was  drafted  to 
be  sent  to  the  several  speakers  ;  and  at  the  close  of  a  fortnight^ 
James  Otis,  jun.  Oliver  Fart  ridge,  and  Tiraoilnj  Ruggles,  csqrs. 
were  chosen  the  committee  for  the  Massachusetts.     The.  gover- 
nor, in  his  account  to  the  lords  of  trade,  said,   "  It  v/as  impos-^ 
sible  to  oppose  this  measure  to  any  good  purpose ;  and  therefore 
the  friends  of  government  took  the  lead  in  it,^  and  have  kept  it 
in  their  hands.     Tw^o  of  the  three  chosen  are  fast  friends  to  go- 
vernment, prudent  and  discreet  men,  such  as  I  am  assured  will 
never  consent  to  any  improper  applications  to  the  government 
of  Great-Britain."  Lieutenant  governor  Colden  designedly  pro- 
rogued the  mjeeting  of  the  Neie-York  assembly,  till  after  the  time 
appointed  for  the  congress ;  but  the  committee  ordered,  by  the 
vote  of  the  house  of  the  eighteenth  of  October  1764,  to  be  a 
committee  during  the  recess,  to  write  to  and  correspond  with 
:he  several  assemblies  or  committees  of  assemblies  on  the  conti- 
nent, did,   by  virtue  of  that  order,  meet  in  congress  ;   and   the 
house  afterward  approved  of  their  conduct  on  the  twentieth  of 
]S^ovember;    and   moreover  resolved,  "  that  for  the  obtaining 
relief  from  the  operation  and  execution  of  the  stamp  act,   and 
other  acts  for  levying  duties   and  taxes  on  the  colonies,  humble 
petitions  be  prepared  to  the  king,  the  house  of  lords,  and  the 
house  of  commons,  as  nearly  similar  to  those  drawn  up  by  the 
con2;ress  as  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  colony  will  ad- 
mit.^" 

The  assemblies  of  Virginia,  North-Carolina  and(^£'or^"zfl',were 
prevented,  by  their  governors,  having  the  opportunity  of  send- 
ingcommnttees  to  congress,  llie  Massachusetts-Bai/,  Kliode-Is' 
land  and  Providence  Flantations^  ConnectiaifjjVcw-Fork,  New* 

Jersey^ 
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Jersey.,  Ptnmijlvania^  tlic  Delaware  Count ies,^n^  South-Carolina, 
had  their  respective  committees  present  at  the  place  appointed  ; 
and  ^\y.  Rugglcswds  chosen  cliaiinian.  J  "he  petition  to  the 
house  of  commons  being  hni?hed,  was  signed,  though  only  by 
•member  from  six  colonies  ;  the  committees  trom  Connectieuf^ 
JMew-York  and  SoiUh-Corolina,  not  having  been  sufliciently 
empowered.  Mr.  Buii'gleSy  tooklcaveof  the  members,  Thursday 
evening  the  twenty-fourth  of  October,  and  came  off  the  next 
morning  without  signing  ;  for  which  he  was  afterward  censured 
by  the  Massueh usetts  -dssemhly .  Mr.  Otis  wan  upon  the  point  of 
trespassing  in  like  manner  ;  but  was  prevented  by  the  intiuence 
ofJVlr.  Tliomti-:  Lijncko'i  the  South-Carolina  QommiiiQQ.  The 
congress  dissolved  on  October  the  twcnty-iifth,  having  finished 
the  business  to  which  they  had  been  appointed.  I'he  colonies 
that  could  not  send  committees,  showed,  as  opportunities  offered^ 
their  approbation  of  v/hat  had  been  done,  by  forwarding  to  their 
agents  petitions  to  the  like  purpose  with  that  of  congress.  New-^ 
Hampshire  had  excused  their  not  sending  to  congress,  from  the 
•then  situation  of  their  governmental  affairs  ;  but  the  speaker  lay- 
ing before  the  assembly  the  proceedings  of  congress,  on  Novem- 
ber the  tv/erirty-second,  they  voted  unanimously,  "  That  this 
house  do  fully  approve  of,  and  heartily  join  in  the  resolves  and 
several  petitions  agreed  to  by  the  said  general  congress  ;  and  that: 
the  speaker,  with  two  others,  (all  whose  names  are  m^entioned) 
be  empowered  to  sign  the  same  in  behalf  of  this  house,  if  not  too 
late  ;  if  the  general  petitions  are  forwarded,  in  that  case  the  said 
petitions  be  fairly  engrossed,  that  they  sign  them  in  behalf  of 
the  house,  and  forward  them,  with  duplicates,  to  Barlow  Treco- 
fhiek  ajid  John  Wentworth^  esqrs.  who  are  appointed  special  a- 
gents  for  the  house,  and  are  empowered  and  desired  to  present 
the  said  petitions,  6cc."  The  committee  wrote  to  these  agents 
on  December  the  sixth,  and  concluded  with  saying,  "  V/e  ia 
this  province  have  not  been  so  boisterous  and  irregular  as  soms 
others,  not  because  we  are  insensible  of  our  distresses,  but  be- 
cause Ave  though  the  present  method  m.ost  likely  to  obtain  reUef.'* 

The  Virginia  resolves  having  had  their  fuU  operation,  and  th& 
spirits  of  the  people  being  highly  inflamed,  the  colonial  distur- 
bances break  out  upon  the  following  occasion.  Messrs.  John. 
Avery,  jun.  Thomas  Crafts,  John  Smith,  Henry  Welles,  Thomas 
Chace,  'Stephen  Cleverlij,  tienru  Bass,  and  Benjamin  Edes,  to 
manifest  their  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  those  persons  who 
they  supposed  were  endeavouring  to  subvert  the  British  constitu- 
tion to  enslave  the  colonies,  and  to  alienate  the  affections  of  his 
majesty's  most  faithful  subjects  in  America,  provide  and  hang 
out  early  iu  the  mc^rsiing  of  August  the  fourteenth,  upon  the 
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limb  of  a  large  old  elm,  toward  the  entrance  of  Boston,  ovep 
tke  most  public  street,  two  effigies,  one  of  which  by  the  labels 
appear  to  be  <lesigned  for  the  stamp  officer  ;  the  other  is  a  jack 
boot,  with  a  head  and  horns  peeping  out  of  the  top.  Not  only 
the  usual  passengers  pass  under  it,  but  the  report  spreads,  and 
draws  great  nun^bers  from  every  part  of  the  town  an^  the  neigh^ 
•bo u ring  country.  The  affair  is  left  to  take  its  own  course  ;  aa 
enthusiastic  spirit  diffuses  itself  through  the  body  of  the  spectators* 
In  the  evening  the  pageantry  is  cut -down,  and  carried  in  fu-neral 
procession,  the  populace  shouting,  liberty  and  property/  for  eter}. 
9io  stamps,  &c.  &c.  They  direct  their  way  to  a  new  buildings 
lately  erected  by  Mr.  Oliver,  which  they  pull  down,  falsely  sup- 
posing it  to  be  designed  for  the  tsamp  office.  They  go  on  to  his 
liouse,  before  which  they  behead  his  effigy,  breaking  at  the  same 
time  all  the  windows  next  the  street;  They  then  repair  to  Foit 
i^ill,  on  the  ascent  of  v/hich  stands  his  house,  wdiere  they  bum 
his  effigy.  After  this  they  return  to  attack  his  premises  ;  and 
many  of  tliey  v/ith  clubs,  staves,  he.  go  to  work  on  the  garden, 
fences,  barns,  &c.  Mr.  Oliver  had  piudently  retired,  leaving  a 
fewfriends  behind  to  keep  possession  of  the  dwelling  :  these  com- 
mitted some  slight  indiscretions,  the  populace  are  so  enraged, 
tliat  they  force  themselves  into  the  lower  part  of  it,  break  the 
ivindows  and  destroy  the  furniture.  They  disperse  about  mid- 
night. The  next  day  [August  15.]  Mr.  Oliver,  fearful  of 
what  may  otherwise  happen  declares  that  he  has  written  to  Eng- 
land, and  resigned.  The  mob  assemble  again  at  night ;  and, 
after  som^e  expressions  of  joy  for  the  resignation,  proceed  to  the 
lieutenant-governor's,  Mr.  Hutch  in 3071' s  house,  which  they  be- 
'  siege  for  an  hour,  though  in  vain^  insisting  repeatedly  upori 
knowing  whether  he  had  not  written  in  favor  of  the  stamp  act  ;. 
at  length,  through  the  influence  of  some  discreet  persons,  they 
.ivithdrew  and  finished  their  evening's -entertainment  at  a  bonfire. 
[August  26.]  Eleven  days  after,  the  disorders  grew  more 
enormous  and  alarming.  In  the  evening  a.  number  of  persons, 
disguised  and  armed  with  clubs,  sticks,  &c.  collect  in  King-street, 
in  consequence  of  a  preconcerted  plan.  They  go  first  to  Mr. 
Paxtoii's,  marshal  of  the  court  of  admiralty  and  surveyor  of  the 
port  ;  being  assured  by  the  owner  of  the  house,  that  Mr.  Paxtoa 
had  quitted  it  with  his  best  effects  ;  and  being  invited  by  him  to 
the  tavern  to  drink  a  barrel  of  punch,  they  accept  the  offer,  and 
the  house  is  saved.  Having  finished  the  punch,  they  proceed  i(> 
and  attack  the  house  of  Mr.  William  Story,,  deputy  register  of 
the  court  of  admiralty;  break  the  windows  ;  force  into  the  dwel- 
ling ;  strip  tlie  ofdce  of  tlie  books  and  files  belonging  to  the  said 
court;  burn  and  destroy  them  with  many  other  papers;  injure 
avA  ruin  a  great  part  of  his  furniture, 
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It  is  the  opinion  of  iiomc,  that  the  fnst  movers  in  '\\\Q  affair,* 
meant  mainly  an  assault  upon  the  house  of  the  deputy  legistciv 
who,  by  various  mal-praetiees,  had  made  himself  liighly  obnoxi- 
ous to  persons  doinf;^  business  in  his  ofFiee.  Hut  mobs  onee 
raised,  soon  become  ungovernable  by  new  and  large  accessions, 
and  extend  their  intentions  for  beyond  those  of  the  original  in^ 
stigators.  Crafty  men  may  intermix  with  them  when  they  are 
much  heated,  and  direct  their  operations  quite  differently  from 
what  was  at  first  designed. 

How  f  u-  the  scheme  of  the  present  mol)  extended^  when  it 
first  collected,  is  hard  to  say  ;  but  upon  leaving  Mr.  Slon/s^  tliey 
proceed  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Beuj.  Jlal/oncii,  comptroller  of  th-.r 
customs  for  Boston;  and  to  the  repetition  of  similar  excesses  to 
what  have  been  just  committed,  add  the  drinking  and  destroying; 
of  liquors  in  the  cellars,  the  taking  away  ofwcarmg  apj)arel,tha 
■breaking  opea  of  desk  and  drawers,  and  the  carrying  oflt' thirty 
pounds  sterling  in  money.  Many  being  now  inflamed  with  11^ 
quor,  and  numbers  having  joined  them,  they  become  more  ri- 
otous, and  are  ready  for  any  mischief,  7'hey  hurry  away  U)^ 
Mr.  Ikitchinson's  house  with  the  rage  of  madmen.  He-sends  off 
his  children,  bars  his  doors  and  windov/s,  and  means  to  remain; 
but  is  soon  under  the  necessity  of  withdrawing,  first  to  one 
house,  then  to  another,  where  he  continues  till  four  in  the  morn- 
ing, by  which  time  one  of  the  best  finished  houses  in  the  colo- 
jiy,  has  nothing  remaining  but  the  bare  walls  and  floors.  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  army,  who  have  seen  towns  sacked  by  an  enemy, 
declare  they  never  before  saw  an  instance  of  such  fury.  I'he 
rioters  carry  off  about  nine  hundred  pounds  sterling,  beside  plate> 
fimiily  pictures,  household  furniture  of  every  kind,  and  the  ap- 
parel of  the  lieutenant  governor,  his  children  and  servants. — 
They  also  empty  the  house  of  every  thing  whatsoever,  except 
a  part  of  the  kitchen  furniture  ;  and  scatter  or  destroy  aU  the 
manuscripts  and  other- papers  he  has  been  collecting  for  thirty 
years  back,  beside  a  great  mimber  of  public  papers  in  his  cu':- 
tody.     'Jlie  loss  of  papers  is  ii'reparable. 

[Aug.  27.]  The  next  day  it-  was  strongly  reported  by  tiie 
enemies  of  \)i\Jonaihan  M  a  i//icic\- that  lie  approved  of  these  do- 
ings ;  and  had,  indeed,  encouraged  them,  in  a  sermon  preached 
the  preceding  Lord's  day,  on  G<il.  v.  12,  13.  This  led  him  to 
write  •mmed'iatcly  to  Hutchinson  ;  and  in  his  letter  he  condoled 
with  him,  "  on  account  of  the  almost  unparalleled  outrages  com- 
mitted at  his  house  the  preceding  evening  ;"'  and  said,  *'Godis 
my  witness,  that,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  I  detest  these 
proceedings  ;  and  that !  am  sincerely  grieved  for  them,  and  have 
iideep  sympathy  with  you  and  your  distressed  family  on  thisoc-- 

caslon. 
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casion.  I  did,  indeed,  express  myself  strongly  in  favor  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  as  I  hope  I  shall  ever  continue  to  do  ;  and 
spoke  of  the  stamp  act  as  a  great  grievance,  like  to  prove  de- 
trimental, in  a  high  degree,  boti  to  the  colonies  and  the  mo- 
ther  country,  and  I  have  heard  your  honor  speak  to  the  same 
purpose.  But  as  my  text  led  me  to  do,  1  cautioned  my  hearers- 
very  particularly  against  tlie  abuses  of  liberty,  and  expressed 
my  hopes,  that  no  persons  among  ourselves  had  encouraged  tlie 
bringing  of  such  a  burden  on  their  country,  notwithstanding  it 
had  been  strongly  suspected.  In  truth.  Sir,  I  had  rather  lose  my 
liand  than  be  an  enc'ourager  of  such  outrages  as  were  commit^ 
ted  last  night.  I  do  not  think  my  regard  to  truth  was  ever  call- 
ed into  question  by  those  that  knew  me  ;  and  therefore  hope 
your  honor  will  be  so  just  as  to  give  entire  credit  to  these  so- 
lemn declarations." 

This  same  day  the  superior  court  began  its  term.  The  chief 
justice,  Mr.  Hutchinson,  attended  in  Iris  only  suit,  and  neces- 
sarily without  those  ensigns  of  office  so  wisely  calculated  to 
procure  regard  to  authority ;  while  the  other  gentle m.en  of  the 
iench  and  bar,  appeared  in  their  respective  robes.  The  court 
refused  to  do  any  business,  and  adjourned  to  tire  fifteenth  of 
October,  to  show  their  resentment  of  the  insult  offered  to  the 
lieutenant  governor,  as  well  as  their  sense  of  the  anarchy  to 
\vhich  the  government  was  reduced.  Half  a  dozen  of  the  dregs 
of  the  people,  w^ho,  being  taken  up,  refused  to  discover  the 
ringleaders,  were  committed.  Three  broke  jail  and  fled,  against 
one  of  whom  a  bill  was  found  ;  against  the  other  three  in  cus= 
tody  none  was  found  ;  for  it  was  not  thought  safe  to  prosecute. 
The  temper  of  the  public  would  not  admit  of  it,  without  ha- 
zarding further  disturbances  ;  and  for  that  reason,  one  who  was 
capitally  charged  with  being  a  principal  in  the  riot,  and  secured, 
was  finally  dismissed  by  the  justices. 

Various  causes  might  contribute  toward  the  outrageous  attack 
upon  the  house  and  property  of  Mr.  Hutchinson.  As  long  back 
as  1748,  the  currency  having  depreciated  to  about  an  eighth  of 
its  original  value,  he,  being  then  speaker  of  the  house,  projected 
and  carried  through  a  bill  for  abolishing  it,  and  substituting  gold 
and  silver  in  its  place,  which  made  him  extremely  obnoxious  to 
several  who  had  lived  by  fraud,  and  were  much  dissatisfied  with 
the  alteration.  They  then  threatened  him  with  destruction  ;  and 
retaining  their  rancour,  are  supposed  to  have  been  aiders  and 
abettors,  if  not  actors  in  the  riot.  A  certain  gentleman  of  great 
integrity,  and  who  fills  a  place  in  the  judicial  department  with 
much  credit,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  has  expressed 
a  strong  apprehension  that  the  mob  was  led  on  to  the  house  by 

a  secret 
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a  secret  inlluence,  wiili  a  view  to  the  destruction  of  certain  pa- 
pers, know  to  be  there,  and  which,  it  is  thought,  would  have 
proved,  that  the  grant  to  the  New-Flymout!i  conipay  on  Ken- 
nebec river,  was  different  from  v/ hat  was  contended  for  by  some 
claimants.  The  papers  were  never  found  afterward. — Hut  Mr. 
Hutchinson  had  certainly  disgusted  tlie  people  exceedingly,  by 
promoting  the  superior  court's  granting  writs  of  assistance  ;  and 
by  showing  himself  so  strenuous  in  supporting  government,  when 
become  odious,  by  the  measures  adopted  for  obliging  the  colonies 
to  pay  taxes  in  compliance  with  British  acts  of  parliament. — He 
was  also  strongly  suspected  of  having  forwarded  the  stamp  act,  by 
letters  written  upon  the  occasion.  'J/hesc  circumstances,  co-ope- 
rating with  the  general  disposition  in  the  people  to  tumult,  pro- 
duced by  a  prevailing  persuasion,  that  they  were  deprived  of 
the  libertijss  of  Englislmien,  will  account  for  the  excessive  out- 
rages against  him  in  particular.  But  their  enormity  was  alarm- 
ing. IMo  one  knew  who  might  be  the  next  sacrafice.  llie  town 
of  Boston,  therefore,  beside  condemning  them  the  next  day, 
unanimously  voted,  "That  the  select  men  and  magistrates  be  de- 
sired to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  suppress  the  like  disorders 
for  the  future  :"  and  for  some  time,  the  magistrates  and  private 
gentlemen,  the  cadet  and  other  companies,  kept  watch  at  night 
to  prevent  further  violences. 

in  justice  to  Mr.  Hutchinson,  it  must  be  observed,  that  from 
his  letters  to  Messrs.  Bollan,  Jackson,  and  others,  it  appears, 
that  he  then  considered  parliament's  taxing  the  colonies  asincon^ 
sistent  with  the  rights  of  the  colonists^  and  as  a  mere  act  of  pow- 
er, without  regard  to  equity.  He  was  at  the  trouble  of  writing 
a  pamphlet  in  1764^  cantaining  A  brief  state  of  the  claim,  of  the 
colonies,  and  the  interests  of  the  nation  with  respect  to  them. 
This,  when  he  had  disguised  it  so  as  that  it  might  not  be  sus- 
pected to  come  from  America,  he  sent  to  Mr.  Jackson  the  a- 
gent,  who  was  either  to  suppress  or  publish  it ;  and  he  after- 
ward expressed  a  surprise  at  his  not  having  done  the  latter. 
The  following  are  extracts  from  it. 

"The  right  to  new  acquired  countries,  according  to  the  con- 
stitution of  England,  two  hundred  years  ago,  was  allowed  to  be 
in  the  crown.  The  crown  from  time  to  time  disposed  ot  these, 
countries  not  only  to  their  own  subjects,  but  to  foreign  prin- 
ces: particulary  ^-/cY/f//:?  -dwd  Nora-Scotia^  v/hen  begun  to  be  sett- 
led by  British  subjects,  were  ceded  to  France,  although  France 
had  no  better  claim  to  them  than  New-England :  and  Surinam 
was  sold  to,  or  exchanged  with  the  Dutch.''  .  He  might  have 
adduced  in  proof  of  James  I.  being  of  opinion,  that  he  had  a  per- 
sonal right  to  alienate   at  pleasure  mw  acquired  territory,  hi* 

granting 
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granting,  m  September  1621,  Nova-Scotia,  which  he  could  not 
inherit  but  as  king  of  England,  to  Sir  WilUain  Alexander^  of 
Menstry,  afterwai'd  Lord  JStirling,  under  the  seal  of  Scotland  j 
and  his' erecting  it  into  a  palatinate,  to  be  holden  as  a  fief  of 
the  crown  of  Scotland.  Under  the  same  seal,  and  in  the  same 
words,  the  grant  was  confirmed  by  Charles  I.  in  June  1625. 
The  legality  of  these  grants  appear  not  to  have  been  questioned 
at  the  time,  which  indicates  that  the  prevailing  opinion  of  the 
English  corresponded  then  with  that  of  their  sovereigns. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  goes  on  to  mention,  '''  AmericanXan^?,  in  their 
natural  state  are  of  no  value  ;  there  is  not  any  colony  which  has 
3iot  cost  more  to  render  it  capable  of  rendering  profit  than  it  is 
now  worth." 

*•  In  t\iG  trading  towns,  in  some  of  the  colonies  the  last  war, 
one  fourth  part  of  the  profit  of  the  trade  was  annually  paid  to 
the  support  of  the  war,  and  other  public  charges.  In  the  coun* 
try  towns,  a  farm  which  would  not  rent  for  twenty  }>ounds  a  year, 
paid  ten  pounds  taxes.  Was  it  from  parental  afiection  to  the  co- 
lonists, and  to  save  them  from  French  vassalage,  tliat  Great-Bri- 
tain was  at  such  expence  ;  or  was  it  from  iear  of  losing  the 
advantageous  trade  she  had  carried  on  with  her  colonies  r" 

"  When  tliere  is  peace  in  Europe,  what  occasion  is  there  for 
any  national  expence  in  America  ?" 

"  It  cannot  be  good  policy  to  tax  the  Americans  ;  it  will  prover 
prejudicial  to  the  national  interests.  The  advantages  proposed 
ty  the  increase  of  the  revenue,  are  fallacious  and  delusive.  You 
will  lose  more  than  you  will  gain,  Britain  reaps  the  profit  of 
all  their  trade,  and  the  increase  of  all  their  substance." 

**  Your  commerce  with  the  colonies  will  be  enough  for  you> 
should  you  have  no  commerce  elsewhere,  if  you  encourage,  the 
colonies  to  increase  the  consumption  of  your  manufactures  for 
fifty  years  to  come,  as  they  have  done  for  fifty  years  past ;  and 
with  no  more  than  reasonable  encouragement  they  will  infalli- 
bly doit,  and  in  much  greater  proportion." 

Though  the  disturbances  began  in  Boston^  yet  they  were  not 
confined  to  the  Massachuseits.  They  broke  out  in  the  other  co- 
lonies j  and  so  near  i'o  the  same  time,  as  to  excite  suspicions  that 
it  was  not  wholly  the  effect  of  accident,  but  partly  of  a  pre-con-^ 
certed  design.  Rhode-Island  and  Frovidence  Flantations  shew- 
ed themselves  among  the  foremost  in  their  opposition  to  the 
siamp  act. 

[Aug.  24.J  A  gazette  extraordin^fry  was  published  at  Provi- 
denccj  wiili  I'^oj:  populi,  Vox  Dei,  in  lai-ge  letters  for  the  frontis- 
piece ;  and  underneatn,  Where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is 
iibertii.     The  publication  had  a  tendency  to  prepare  the  people 

for 
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for  action.  Effigies  were  also  exhibited  ;  and  in  the  evcnin:--' 
cut  down  and  burnt  by  the  popuhice. 

[27.]  About  nine  in  the  morning,  the  people  of  Newport, 
in  Iilwde-Island,  brought  forth  tlircc  effigies,  meimt  for  Messrs. 
Moxvitrd,  Mcffci-t,  and  Johnson^  in  a  eart,  with  halters  abouH 
their  necks,  to  a  gallows  near  the  town-house,  where  they  were 
hung;  after  a  while  cut  down,  and  burnt  amid  the  acclamations' 
of  thousands. 

[l28.]  By  the  next  day  there  was  time  enough  to  hear  cf 
what  had  been  done  at  Boston.  The  people  collected,  or  rathe? 
were  mustered  afresh,  and  beset  the  house  of  Mr.  Martin  How- 
ard/]\dn.  a  lawyer  of  reputation,  and  a  writer  in  defence  of  the 
parliament's  right  to  tax  the  colonies.  They  destroyed  cvery^ 
tiling,  and  left  only  a  shell.  They  passed  on  to  Dr.  Thomas  Mof- 
fat's, a  physiciaii,  one  v/hohad  warmly  supported  in  conversa- 
tion the  same  right,  and  behaved  in  like  manner.  They  intend- 
ed doing  it  to  Mr.  Augustus  Johnsoiu  but  desisted  upon  persua- 
sion ;  and  on  his  coming  to  town,  and  giving  it  under  his  hanJ 
that  he  would  not  accept  the  office  of  distributor  of  the  stamps> 
imless  the  public  were  satisfied,  they  became  quiet.  Messrs-. 
Howard  and  Moffat  hastened  oa  board  a  ship  ^jf  war  for  person- 
al protection. 

The  commotions  in  Connecticut  were  not  equally  violent;  bu& 
Mr.  IngersolL  was  the  subject  of  exhibition  in  several  places. 

[Aug.  22.]  They  had  their  pageantry  at  Norwich,  which  the/ 
committed  to  the  flames  when  the  day  closed. 

[26.]  They  had  the  same  at  Lebanon ;  but  before  they  exe-- 
cuted  and  burnt,  they  had  a  parade  of  a  raock  trial. 

[27.]  The  next  day  there  was  a^  repetition  of  the  like,  ex- 
cepting the  trial.  At  length  the  resentment  against  the  stamp 
distributor  became  so  general  and  alarming,  that  he  resigned 
his  office. 

A  like  resignation,  takes  place  in  Ncz€-Ycrk\  some  tim.ein  Ai*- 
gust.  It  becomes  a  necessary  point  of  prudence  from  the  spirit 
which  the  citizens  discover.  The  stamp  act  is  treated  with  the  most 
indignant  contempt,  by  being  printed  and  cried  about  the  streets, 
under  the  title  of.  The  folii/ of  E-NGLA^tiD  and  ruin  f  Ame- 
rica. Toward  the  end  of  October  the  stamp  papers  arrive ; 
and  Mr.  M'Evers  having  resigned,  lieutenant  governor  Ccldoi 
takes  them  into  Fort  George.  Some  extraordinary  preparations 
for  securing  them,  having  displeased  the  inhabitants,  joined  to 
the  dislike  they  have  entertained  to  Colden's  political  sentiments, 
{Nov.  1.]  and  its  being  the  day  for  the  stamp  act  to  take  place, 
cumbers  are  induced  to  assemble  in  the  evening.  They  proceed 
to  tlie  fort  waMsi;;*  break ^px^iX  his.  .■st^hle©  take  out  his  coach  i. 
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andj  aller  carrying  it  through  the  jTrincipal  streets  of  the  city  in 
triumph,  march  to  the  common,  where  a  gallows  is  erected  ;  on 
one  end  of  which  they  suspend  his  effigy,  having  in  his  right 
hand  a  stamped  bill  of  lading,  and  in  the  other,  atigure  for  the 
devil.  After  hanging  a  considerable  time,  they  carry  the  whole, 
with  the  gallows  entire,  the  coach  preceding,  in  procession  to  the 
gate  of  the  fort ;  from  whence  it  is  removed  to  the  bowling-green, 
Snder  the  muzzles  of  the  guns,  where  a  bonfire  is  immediately 
made,  and  ali,  coach  included,  are  consumed  amid  the  exuita. 
tions  of  some  thousands  of  spectators.  They  go  from  hence  to 
major  James'shousc,  before  known  by  the  name  oi  Vaux-llalk 
which  is  genteelly  furnished,  contains  a  valuable  Ubrary,  and 
many  curiosities,  and  has  a  handsome  garden  belonging  to  it. 
They  strip  it  of  every  article,  make  another  bonfire,  and  con- 
sume the  whole,  beside  destroying  the  garden  ;  and  all  because 
of  his  being  a  friend  to  the  stamp  act. 

[Nov.  2.]  I'he  next  morning  a  paper  is  privately  drawn  up, 
and  given  to  a  man  to  read  from  the  balcony  of  the  coiFee-house, 
to  and  about  which  the  citizens  are  used  to  frequent ;  it  sets  forth 
the  necessity  of  being  peaceable,  and  calls  upon  the  inhabitants 
to  turn  out  with  their  arms  upon  any  alarm,  and  quell  ali  riotous 
proceedings.  I'he  effect  it  appears  to  have  upon  being  heard,  is 
frustrated  by  captain  Isaac  Scars,  who  formerly  commanded  a 
privateer,  and  is  bitterly  set  against  the  stamp  act.  Havinr  been 
secretly  informed  in  the  morning  what  is  to  be  done,  he  is  pre- 
sent, and  tells  the  populace  who  collect  about  him,  "  The  in- 
tention of  the  proposal  that  has  been  read,  is  to  prevent  our  hav- 
ing the  stamp  papers  ;"  and  adds,  ''  but  v/e  will  have  them  with- 
in four  and  twenty  hours."  He  then  flourishes  his  hat,  and  cries, 
**  Huzza,  my  lads."  They  immediately  comply  in  loud  shouts. 
He  turns  to  several  gentlemen  present,  and  says,  "  Your  best 
way,  as  you  may  now  see,  w4Il  be  to  advise  lieutenant  governor 
Coldcn  to  send  the  stamp  papers  from  the  fort  to  the  inhabit- 
ants." In  the  evening  the  mob  assemble,  and  insist  upon  his  deli- 
vering them  into  their  hands.  He  hopes  to  satisfy  them,  by  de- 
claring he  will  do  nothing  in  relation  to  the  stamps,  but  leave  it  to 
Sir  Henry  Moore  to  do  as  he  pleases  on  his  arrival.  Ihe  people 
are  not  contented  ;  they  will  have  the  stamps,  or  attempt  taking 
them  away  by  force ;  which  must  probably  be  attended  with 
much  bloodshed.  After  repeated  negociation,  it  is  agreed  that 
they  shall  be  delivered  to  the  corporation ;  which  is  accordingly 
done,  and  they  are  deposited  in  the  city-hall,  to  general  satis- 
faction. Ten  boxes  of  the  like,  which  arrive  afterward,  meet 
with  a  worse  fate,  being  committed  to  tlie  flames. 
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The  destruction  of  major  ./f/m.'V.9  house,  (for  it  was  reduced 
to  a  shell)  conviiiccxl  the  gentlemen  who  were  standing  up  for 
the  rights  of  the  colonics,  that  it  was  necessary  to  liave  leaders 
to  manage  the  mob.  It  was  therefore  contrived  to  call  the 
;pcople  together.  ^ 

[Nov.  6.]  They  met  in  the  fields  ;  and  it  was  proposed,  that  .AV^y'.> 
^a  committee  be  appointed  to  open  a  correspondence  with    thc^^'^'^ 
other  colonics.     This  was  a  measure  of  so  serious  and  important  ^'^^''•'^ 
a  nature,  as  to  endanger  the  lives  and  property  of  the  commit- 
tee, especially  should  the  stam.p  act   be  enforced   and  carried 
through  ;  and    therefore  there  was  no  one,  for  more  than  half 
an  hour  v/ho  would  venture  to  accept.     Mr.  Jajnes  De  Lanceij^ 
who  had  joined  the  popular  side,  in  order  to  secure  a  seat  in  the 
•assembly  at  the  next  gciieral  election,  was  nominated  ^  but  de- 
clined, pleading  his  being  upon  the  committee  to  converse  with 
the  lawyers,  on  their  proceeding  to  business  without  stamps,  in- 
stead of  suspending  it,  as  they  appeared  to  intend.     At  length, 
however,  captain  Sears,  vvith  four  otliers,  offered  and  were  ap* 
proved. 

They  agreed  among  Ihemselves  to  sign  all  the  letters  witli 
their  several  names,  and  to  open  a  correspondence  with  all  the 
colonies,  llie  rhiUdelphianswccc  requested  to  forward  their 
inclosed  letters  to  the  more  southern  states,  and  the  Bostonians. 
to  fovwdvd  those  i^ov  Nczv-IIampsh ire. 

Here  we  see  another  set  of  corrosponding  sons  of  liberty  ori- 
ginated to  strengthen  the  opposition  of  the  colonics  to  parlia- 
mentary taxation. 

The  commotions  beyond  Xew-Foi^k,  did  not  terminate  in  si- 
milar excesses  to  what  had  happened  there,  at  Newport  and  Bos- 
ton ;  but  the  exhibition  of  effigies  in  the  day,  the  burning  thcni 
at  night,  and  other  marks  of  displeasure,  induced  the  stamp  of- 
ficers to  resign.  Some  did  it  with  a  better  grace  than  others. 
Mr.  George  Mercer^  distributor  for  riV^m?^,  arrived  in  the  even- 
ing at  Williamsburg.  The  people  immediately  urged  him  to 
resign.  The  next  day  he  declined  acting,  in  so  genteel  a  man- 
ner, that  he  had  the  repeated  acclamations  of  all  present.  ^  At 
night  the  town  was  illuminated,  the  bells  were  set  a  ringing, 
and  all  was  joy  and  festivity. 

[Oct.  Z.]i\.t  Philadelphia  upon  the  appearance  of  the  ships 
having  on  board  the  stampc,  all  the  vessels  in  the  harbour  hoist- 
-ed  their  colours  half-staff  high  ;  the  bells  were  muffled  and  con- 
tinued to  tool  till  evening  ;  and  every  ccuntenance  added  t  j  the 
marks  of  sincere  mourning.  A  large  number  of  people  chieliy 
of  the  presbyterian  persuasion,  and  of  the  proprietary  party, 
with  WiIliLim  Alkn^  esq.  the  chief  justice's  son  at  tlieir  head,  as- 
Moh.  I.  K  semblcd 
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5emb|3<l  and  endeavoured  to  procure  the  stamp  distributor's  re- 
signation. It  had  been  for  some  time  warmly  talked  of,  that 
iie  ought  to  resign.  Mr.  Hughes  was  obnoxious  to  both  the 
presbyt<3rian  and  the. proprietary  party  ;  but  particularly  hateful 
to  the  latter  as  it  was  his  interest,  assididiy,  and  influence^  in  tlie 
Pennsylvania  house  of  assembly  that  enabled  the  province  to 
send  home  Dr.  Franklin  to  present  their  petitions,  for  achange 
of  govenment  from  proprietary  to  royal— a  change  highly  dis- 
agreeable to  each  party.  The  body  of  quakers  seemed  disposed 
to  pay  obedience  to  the  stamp  act,  and  so  did  part  of  the  church 
of  England,  and  of  the  baptists  not  under  proprietary  influence. 
But  no  pains  were  spared  to  engage  the  Dutch  and  lower  class 
of  people  in  the  opposition  ;  and  though  Mr.  Hughes  held  out 
long,^^  yet  he  found  itiiecessary  at  length  to  complyo 

Mr,  Hood^  stamp  distributor  for  Maryland,  that  he  might 
avoid  resigning  lied  to  New-York,  and  obtained  protection  in 
the  fort.  Upon  Sir  Henry  Moor's  arrival  he  left  the  fort,  and 
went  to  Long-Island.  A  number  of  the  freemen  crossed  ovec 
unexpectedly  ;  surprised  him  ;  obliged  him  to  sign  a  paper,  de- 
claring his  absolute  and  final  resignation  ;  and  then  took  him 
before  a  magistrate,  to  whom  he  read  the  paper,  and  afterward 
made  oath  to  the  matter  therein  contained. 

At, Boston  they  took  care  to  keep  up  the  spirit  of  liberty,  though 
-they  avoided  former  violence.  [Sept  21.]  A  new  political 
paper  appeared,  under  the  significant  title  of  "  The  Constitutional 
Courant,,  containing  matters  interesting  to  liberty,  and  no  ways 
repugnant  to  loyalty  ;  printed  by  Andrew  Martal,  at  the  siga 
pf  the  Bribe  rejused,  on  Constitution  Hill,  North  America,^''  It 
wore  a  more  significant  head-piece — a  snake  cut  into  eight  pieces, 
tlie  head  part  having  N  E,  tlie  initials  of  New-England  affixed 
to  it,  and  the  rest  the  initials  of  the  other  colonies  to  South- Car  o-- 
Una  inclusive  and  in  order,  NY,  N  J,  P,  M,  V,  N  C,  S  C\ — 
The  device  accompanying  them  was,  JOIN  or  DIE. 

[Nov.  1.]  The  morning  of  the  day  when  the  stamp  act  took 
place,  was  ushered  in  with  the  tolling  of  bells.  The  large  old 
elm  (which  since  the  fuuiteenth  of  August,  when  the  riots  be= 
gan,  had  been  adorned  with  aii  inscription,  and  obtained  the 
name  of  liberty  tree,  as  the  ground  under  it  had  that  of  liberty, 
hall — and  which  gave  rise  to  othei  trees  being  so  called,  upon 
an  appropriation  to  popular  purposes  by  the  sons  of  Hberty)  wa.4 
decorated  with  tv/o  effigies.  They  were  cut  down  at  there  o'~ 
clock  amid  the  acclamations  of  thousands,  carried  about  town, 
tlien  to  the  gallows  upon  the  Neck,  there  hung  up  again,  after 
:^  while  cut  down,  torn  in  pieces,  and  scattered.     The   people 

*  Mr.  Hughea't  ktUrsoJ  Cftoberand  ^^ovcmbsr,  j;65. 
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repaired  hc^mc  ;  and  the  evening  passed  away  quietly.  But  d 
.transaction  took  place  afterward  not  much  to  the  credit  of  thci 
town. 

[Dec.  16.]  Mr.  Oliver  Vv^as  called  upon  by  a  letter  from  (aS 
is  was  improperly  signed)  i/w  tnie  sons  oj  liber tij,  to  make  a  public 
resignation  of  hi^' office  on  the  morrow  under  iibe.'ty  tree,  lie  de •■ 
sired  a  gentleman  tointerposcj  and  procure  him  at  Ica'^l  leave  to 
resign  in  the  town-housx: ;  but  aftcrsevcral  consultations,  nothing 
more  could  be  obtained  than  a  promise  of  having  no  affront  of- 
fered, and  a  proposal  to  invite  the  princij>al  persons  of  the  towit 
to  accompany  him.  He  was  obliged  to  repair  to  liberty  tree  > 
there  to  read  his  declaration  in  the  presence  of  more  than  tw3 
thousand  people ;  and  then  to  swear  to  it  before  a  justice,  o:t 
the  spot  for  that  purpose.  I'hc  cool,  firm,  and  judicious  sons 
of  liberty  must  condemn  this  procedure  toward  the  secretary,  as 
mean,  revengeful  and  cruel,  it  was  torturing  his  feelings  afresh  > 
as  upon  a  stage,  in  the  most  conspicuous  manner,  after  havinj^ 
been  terrified  into  a  resignation  four  months  before  ;  and  when  it 
might  be  expected,  that  the  bitterness  of  the  resentment  against 
him  was  ended. 

The  opposition  to  the  stamp  officers  was  not  confined  to  tha 
continent,.  The  people  of  St.  Kitts  obliged  the  distributor  and 
his  deputy  to  resign.  Barhadoes^xi^imiXX^AiQi  the  act.  Jamaica 
in  general  cleared  out  with  stamps  ;  but  A7«^'".'>^w>,  as  before, 
without.     Upon  the  continent,  Canada  and  Halifax  submittcd.- 

The  general  fears  that  individuals  were  under,  either  of  dis--  s, 
tributing  or  using  stamps,  was  increased  in  one  government  by  t- 
the  following  paper,  pasted  up  at  the  door  of  every  public  af- 
fice,  and  at  the  corner  of  the  streets — 

Pro  Patria, 

The  first  man  that  either  distributes  or  makes  use  of  stamped 
paper,  let  him  take  care  of  his  house,  person,  and  effects. 

We  dare 

Vox  pop u II. 
The  public  resentment  was  kept  alive  and  lively  by  the  contemp- 
tuous treatment  which  the  stamp  act  itself  met  with,  being  openly 
burnt  in  several  places  with  the  effigies  of  the  officers  ;  and  by 
caricatures,  pasquinades,  puns,  bon  mots,  and  such  vulgar  say- 
ings fitted  to  the  occasion,  as  being  short,  could  be  most  easily 
circulated  and  retained,  while,  being  extremely  expressive,  they 
carried  with  them  the  weight  of  great  many  arguments. 

The  resignation  of  the  officers,  and  the  want  of  persons,  ci- 
ther to  undertake  the  delivery  of  stamps  o ;  to  receive  and  use 
tliem,  necessarily  laid  tli€  cof^nists  under  u  legal  inability  for  db- 

ins. 
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Ing  business,  according  to  parliamentary  law.  They  however 
ventured  upon  it,  and  risked  the  consequence.  The  vessels  sailed 
from  the  ports  as  before  ;  excepting  that,  in  some  instances,  acer- 
tificate  was  given,  that  the  person  appointed  to  distribute  stamped 
papers  in  the  province,  refused  to  deliver  them,  which  certifi- 
cate being  handed  by  the  masters  to  the  naval  officer,  they  were 
admitted  to  give  bond  in  his  office,  and  to  pass  through  the  o- 
ther  offices  without  stamps.  The  Rhode-Island  and  Providence 
Plantations  kept  their  courts  open  the  whole  time,  even  when- 
sthey  were  suspended  in  the  other  colonies..  Toward  the  end  of 
November  it  was  agreed  in  Maryland  and  Virginia  to  proceed 
on  business  in  the  usual  manner  without  stamps.  In  the  Massa- 
chusetts the  popular  party  so  far  prevailed,  tli at  the  house  of  as- 
sembly resolved,  January  the  twenty-third,  1766,  "  That  the 
shutting  up  the  courts  of  justice  is  a  very  great  giievance  ;  and 
that  tlie  judges,  justices,  and  all  other  public  officers  in  this  pro- 
vince ought  to  proceed  as  usual."  But  when  the  superior  court 
opened,  oa  the  eleventh  of  March,  the  parties  concerned  eva- 
ded the  prosecuting  of  business.  The  lawyers  in  a  body  waited,, 
SIS  usual,  upon  the  judges,  on  tlie  first  day  of  the  term,  before 
ihey  went  into  the  court.  The  chief  justice,  Mr.  Hutchinson^ 
3iot  being  present  at  this  meeting,  Mr.  Peter  Oliver  said  he  at- 
tended  according  to  his  duty,,  and  that  he  understood  it  would- 
be  expected  that  he  and  his  brethren  should  proceed  in  business 
5n  defiance  of  the  late  act  of  parliament :  such  proceeding,  he 
added,  wascontrary  to  his  judgment  and  opinion  ;  and  if  he  sub- 
mitted io  it,  it  would  only  be  for  self-preservation,  as  he  knew 
lie  was  in  the  hands  of  the  populace  :  he  therefore  previously 
protested^that  all  such  acts  of  his,  if  they  sould  happen,  would 
hit  acts  under  duress.  To  wliich  the  other  judges  assenting,  it 
was  proposed  to  each  of  the  lawyers  singly^  Do  you  desire  that 
business  should  proceed  contrary  io  the  act  of  parliament  ?  Every 
one  of  them  answered  in  the  negative^  even  Mr.  Otis  himself. — • 
But  they  said,  it  would  be  proper  to  try  a  cause  or  two  to  quiet 
the  people  :  accordingly  one  cause,  which  had  been  at  issue  be- 
fore the  stamp  act  took  place,  was  tried  and  ail  other  civil  busi- 
ness was  postponed  to  the  middle  of  April, 

Though  the  violent  and  righteous  proceedings,  which  have 
been  noticed,  were  severely  censured  by  many  ;  and  numbers  in-> 
all  the  colonies  might  seem  inclined  to  submit  to  the  stamp  act,. 
yet  tlie  right  of  imposing  it  v/as  universally  condemned,  and  the- 
colonial  nghts  as  universally  acceded  to  by  the  most  peaceably 
disposed.  The  resolutions  of  the  Fcnnsyhania  assembly,  which 
met  ^t  Philadelphia  in  September  1763,  were  j)a.sscd  jicmine  con- 
iradicmtc  ;  and  left  upon  their  minutes,  *'  as  u  testimony  of  the 

zeal 
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zeal  and  ardent  desire  of  tiiat  house,  to  preserve  their  inestimable 
rights,  which  as  Engliskmoi  they  possessed  ever  since  tlie  pro- 
vince was  settled,  and  to  transmit  them  to  their  latest  posterity.'* 
'iliey  *' resolved,  'I'hat  the  only  legal  representatives  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  province,  are  the  persons  they  annually  elect  to 
serve  as  members  of  assembly — Kesolved,  tliereforc,  'I'hat  the 
taxation  of  the  people  of  this  province  by  any  other  persons 
whatsoever,  than  sucli  their  representatives,  in  assembly,  is  un- 
constitutional, and  subversive  of  their  most  valuable  rights-— Re- 
solved, That  the  laying  of  taxes  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince, in  any  other  manner,  being  naturally  subversive  of  pub- 
lic liberty,  must  of  necessary  consequence,  be  utterly  destructive 
of  public  liappiness." '"^  There  might  not  be  so  many  quakcrsiii 
tlie  house  as  usual ;  the  times  probably  occasioned  a  larger  choice 
out  of  other  denonii nations  ;  but  there  must  have  been  several^ 
and  tliese  we  lind  acquiesced.  These  resolutions  are  as  mucl;^ 
opposed  to  the  claims  of  the  British  parliament,  as  are  those  o£ 
tlie  Massachusetts  assembly,  passed  October  the  twenty-ninth. 
Indeed  the  latter  dwell  more  upon  the  unalienable  essential  rights 
of  mankind,  of  which  these  cannot  be  divested,  consistent  with 
the  law  of  God  and  naUu'e^by  any  law  of  society  ;  and  they  evi- 
dently mark  it  out,  in  their  opinion,  as  one  of  those  rights,  that 
no  man  can  justly  take  the  property  of  another  without  his  con- 
sent. They  also  resolved,  that  a  representation  in  parhament  of' 
the  inhabitants  of  their  province,  such  as  the  subjects  of  Britain 
actually  enjoy,  is  impracticable  for  the  subjects  in  America.t-— 
But  both  assemblies,  though  their  expressions  differed,  agreed  ia 
resolving,  that  the  extensions  of  the  court  of  admiralty  within  the 
provinces,  is  a  most  violent  infraction  of  tlie  right  of  trials  b/ 
juries.  The  resolves  of  the  Ma }y land  and  Co72 nee ticut  dsSQm- 
biies,  passed,  the  one  September'  the  twenty-eighth,  and  the 
other  November  the  first,  breathed  the  same  spirit. :|: 

[Oct.  31.]  But  v/e  have  now  to  attend  to  a  judicious  mea- 
sure pursued  by  the  K'e-ji^-ror/c  merchants,  the  more  effectually 
to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  stamp  act.  'I'hey  resolved  to  direct 
their  correspondents  not  to  ship  any  more  goods  till  it  was  re- 
pealed ;  and  that  they  would  not  sell  any  goods  upon  commissi- 
on, which  should  be  shipped  from  Britain,  after  the  first  of  Ja- 
nuary, unless  upon  that  condition..  They  were  the  foremost  in 
adopting  the  non-importation  agreement ;  and  recommended 
tiie  like  conduct  to  die  Massachusetts,  and  the  neighboring  pro- 
vinces in  trade. 

*  See  the  Gcntleman*3  Magazine,  Vol.  XXXV.  p.  538. 

t  Ibid.  Vol.  XXXVI.  p.  94. 

t  ibid>  Vol.  XXXVI.  p.  54  and  95. 

[Nov.  7.] 
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[Nov.  7.]  The  merehants  and  traders  of  rhUadelphia  had  a 
general  meeting,  and  entered  into  a  similar  agreement.  Some 
quakers,  who  would  not  sign  the  combination,  thought  it  pru» 
dent  to  be  governed  by  the  same  restriction  ;  and  gave  direc- 
tions that  the  goods  ordered  should  not  be  sent,  unless  the 
stamp  act  was  repealed. 

It  was  not  till  December  the  ninth,  that  the  merchants  and 
traders  of  Boston  resolved  upon  a  non-importation.  Govern- 
ment may  deem  such  combinations  illegal,  as  they  are  apt  to  do 
all  that  are  opposed  to  their  ow^n  measures  ;  but  surely  the  case 
of  communities  is  bad  indeed,  if  they  have  not  a  right  volunta- 
rily to  agree  among  themselves,  merely  to  suspend  buying  till 
they  can  obtain  their  own  terms,  when  equitable. 

The  peaceable  line  pursued  in  these  agreements,  had  not  been 
attended  to  by  all  who  opposed  the  stamp  act.  They  therefore, 
for  their  own  safety,  had  a  recourse  to  another,  which  might 
liave  drenched  the  country  with  blood,  had  not  the  repeal  pre- 
vented. The  way  had  been  prepared  by  the  publication  of  a 
system  of  politics,  which  appeared  originally  in  the  New- York 
papers,  the  principal  point  of  which,  was,  that  the  colonies  are 
no  otherwise  related  to  Great-Britain  than  by  having  the  same 
king.  The  essays  meant  to  propagate  and  support  this  system, 
made  their  first  appearance  in  the  New-York  prints,  but  most 
probably  some  of  the  manuscripts  were  sent  from  Boston.  The 
Kew-York  sons  of  liberty  had,  at  length,  a  meeting,  wherein 
they  resolved,  that  they  would  go  to  the  extremity,  w^ith  lives 
and  fortunes  to  prevent  the  stamp  act.  This  spirit  produced 
the  following  agreement  between  them  and  the  sons  of  liberty 
in  Connecticut: 

[Dec.  25.]  "  Certain  reciprocal  and  mutual  agreements^  con- 
cessions and  associations  made,  concluded,  and  agreed  upon  by 
and  betv/een  the  sons  of  liberty  of  the  colony  of  New-York\  of 
the  one  part,  and  of  the  sons  of  Hberty  of  the  colony  of  Con^ 
necticui,  on  the  other  part,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  December,, 
in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  George  the 
Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great-Britain,  France  and  Ire- 
land, king,  defender  of  the  faith,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five. 

"  The  aforesaid  parties  taking  into  their  most  serious  consi- 
deration the  melancholy  and  unsettled  state  of  Great-Britain  and 
her  North-A-merican  colonies^  proceeding,  as  they  are  fully  per- 
suaded, from  a  design  in  her  most  insidious  and  inveterate  ene- 
mies, to  alienate  the  affections  of  his  majesty's  most  loyal  £:nd 
faithful  subjects  of  North-America  from  his  person  and  govern- 
ment— ^Therefore  to  prevent  ^s  much  as  in.  us  li^s,  the  dissolution 

of 
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©f  so  inestimable  an  union,  tlicy  do,  in  tiie  presence  of  Ahrughti/. 
God,  declare,  that  they  bear  tlic  most  unshaken  faith  and  true  ai- 
legiance  to  his  majesty  king  George  thcHiird — that  they  are  most 
affectionately  and  zealously  attached  to  his  royal  person  and  fa- 
mily, and  are  fully  determined,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  to 
maintain  and  support  his  crown  and  dignity,  and  the  successioa 
as  by  law  established  ;  and  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness  they 
submit  to  liis  government,  according  to  the  known  and  just 
principles  ot  the  British  constitution,  which  they  conceive 
to  be  founded  on  the  eternal  and  irajmutable  principles  oF 
justice  and  equity,  and  that  every  attempt  to  violate  or  wrest 
it,  or  any  part  of  it,  from  them,  under  whatever  pretence,  co- 
lour, or  authority,  is  an  heinous  sin  agains  God,  and  the  most 
daring  contempt  of  the  people,  from  whom  (under  God)  ali 
just  government  springs.  From  a  sacred  regard  to  all  which, 
and  a  just  sense  of  the  impending  evils  that  might  befal  them 
in  consequence  of  such  a  dreadful  dissolution,  they  do*  hereby 
voluntarily,  and  of  their  own  free  will,  as  well  for  the  sup- 
port of  his  majesty's  just  prerogative  and  the  British  constitu- 
tion, as  their  own  mutual  security  and  preservation,  agree  and 
concede  to  associate,  advise,  protect,  and  de&nd  each  other  int 
the  peaceable,  full,  and  just  cnjoym.ent  of  their  inherent  and 
accustomed  rights  as  Briiish  subjects  of  their  respective  colonies, 
not  in  tlie  least  desiring  any  alteration  or  innovation  in  the  grand 
bulwark  of  their  liberties  and  the  wisdom  of  ages,  but  only  to  pre- 
serve it  inviolate  from  the  corrupt  hands  of  its  implacable  ene- 
mies— And  whereas  a  certain  paniphlethas  appeared  in  America^ 
in  the  form  of  an  act  of  parliament,  called  and  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Stamp  Act,  but  has  never  been  legally  published  or 
introduced,  neither  can  it,  as  it  would  immediately  deprive  theni 
of  the  most  invaluable  part  of  the  British  constitution,  viz.  tht? 
trial  by  juries,  and  the  most  just  mode  of  taxation  intiie  worlds 
that  is,  of  taxing  themselves  ;  rights  that  every  British  subject  be- 
comes heir  to  as  soon  as  born.  For  the  preservation  of  which^ 
and  every  pai't  of  the  British  constitution,  they  do- reciprocally 
resolve  and  determine  to  march  with  tlie  utmost  dispatch,  at  theij 
own  proper  costs  and  expence,  on  the  hrst  proper  notice  (which 
must  be  signified  to  them  by  at  least  six  of  the  sons  of  liberty) 
with  their  whole  force,  if  required,  and  it  can  be  spared,  to  the 
relief  of  those  that  shall,  are,  or  may  be  in  danger  from  the 
stamp  act,  or  its  promoters  and  abettors,  or  any  tiding  relative 
to  it,  on  account  of  any  thing  that  may  have  been  done  in  oppo  - 
sition  to  its  obtaining — and  they  do  mutually  and  most  fervently 
iiecommend  it  to  each  other  to  be  vigilant  in  watching  all  thos^ 
who,  from  the  nature  of  their  ofnces,  vocations  or  dispositions^ 

may 
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may  be  the  most  likely  to  introduce  the  use  of  stamped  papers, 
to  the  total  subversion  of  the  British  constitution  and  American 
liberty  ;  and  the  same,  when  discovered,  immediately  to  advise 
each  other  of,  let  them  be  of  wliat  rank  or  condition  soever  ;  and 
they  do  agree  that  they  will  mutually,  and  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  by  all  just  wav's  and  means,  endeavor  to  bring  all  such 
betrayers  of  their  country  to  the  most  condign  punishment— and 
further,  they  do  mutually  resolve  to  defend  the  liberty  of  the 
press  in  their  respective  colonies  from  all  unlawful  violations  and 
impediments  v;hatever,  on  account  of  the  said  act,  as  the  only 
means  (under  divine  Providence)  of  preserving  their  lives,  liber- 
ties, and  fortunes,  and  the  same  in  regard  to  the  judges,  clerks, 
attornies,  6cc.  that  shall  proceed  vnthout  any  regard  to  the 
stmnp  act,  from  all  pains,  lines,  mulcts,  penalties,  or  any  mo- 
lestation whatever — and  finally,  that  they  will,  to  the  utmost 
of  their  power,  endeavor  to  bring  about,  accomplish  and  perfect 
the  lik%  association  with  all  the  colonics  on  the  continent,  for 
the  like  salutary  purposes,  and  no  other." 

The  opposition  to  the  stamp  act  raged  apparently  more  in 
New-York  and  Connecticut  than  in  the  Massachusetts  ;  but  the 
association  being  agreed  upon,  was  sent  by  express  to  the  sons 
of  liberty  at  Boston,  and  received  Sunday  the  second  of  Febru- 
ary, 1766.  On  its  receipt,  letters  were  forwarded  to  a  few  in- 
dividuals ;  and  on  the  sixth  of  February,  a  circular  letter  to  the 
several  tovvms  in  the  colony,  containing  the  association  and  the 
desire  of  the  first  original  associators  to  accomplish  the  hke  as- 
sociation, vrith  a  request  to  be  informed  of  the  sentiments  and 
dispositions  of  the  people  in  such  towns.  A  letter  was  also  sent 
on  the  same  subject,  to  the  sons  of  liberty  at  Portsrriouth,  in 
Hampshire  colony.  They  met ;  and  in  their  answer  of  Februa- 
ry the  eighth,  testified  their  approbation  of  the  measure  alrea- 
dy taken,  and  their  determination  to  oppose  the  execution  of 
the  stamp  act,  &:c. 

The  Boston  sons  of  liberty  accepted  the  proposal  of  uniting 
themselves  to  New-York  and  Connectkut ;  and  in  their  letter 
to  the  brotherhood  at  Norwich,  proposed  to  commence  a  con- 
tinental union,  of  which  the  latter  greatly  approved  in  their  an- 
swer of  February  the  tenth. 

On  February  the  thirteenth,  the  sons  of  liberty  at  Boston 
wrote  7i  circular  letter  \o  New-Hampshire,  Connecticut,  and  New- 
York;  and  before  the  month  was  ended,  the  New-Yorkers  sent 
circular  letters  as  far  as  South- Carolina,  urging  a  continental  union. 

Most  of  the  towns  in  the  Massachusetts  h^.\mg  been  appHed 
to,  signified  "their  determination  to  march  v/ith  their  whole 
force  to  the  support  of  the  British  cojn.stitution,  and  consequently 

the 
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the  relief  of  those  that  shall  or  may  be  in  danger  from  the  stamp 
act,  or  its  abettors." 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  the  disorderly  proceedings  abova 
related,  were  chargeable  solely  on  the  dregs  of  the  colonies. — > 
'I'he  sons  of  liberty  at  New-York,  who  held  regular  meelino-s, 
were  said  to  be  directed  by  much  greater  persons  than  any  that 
appeared  among  them,  llie  mobs  consisted  not  of  mere  rabble  ; 
but  were  composed  much  of  independent  freemen  and  freehold- 
ers, so  that  some  of  the  first  people  in  the  provinces  were  intimi- 
dated, and  left  the  cause  of  the  parliament  without  proper  sup- 
port. Merchants,  assemblymen,  magistrates,  &c.  united  directly 
or  indirectly  in  the  riots,  and  without  their  influence  and  instiga- 
tion the  lower  class  of  inhahitimts  would  have  been  quiet  ;  but 
great  pains  were  taken  to  rouse  them  into  action.  At  Boston 
such  was  the  protection  and  countenance  given  to  the  rioters,  that 
some  of  the  principal  ringleaders  walked  the  streets  with  impu- 
nity, no  officer  daring  to  attack  them,  no  attorney-general  to 
prosecute  them,  no  witness  to  appear  against  them,  and  no  judge 
to  sit  upon  them.  But  when  the  enormities  are  said  to  have 
originated  from  the  Presbyterians  and  Congregationalists,  the 
charge  must  be  imputed  to  malevolence,  or  to  gross  ignorance, 
or  a  mixture  of  both.  'I'he  gentlemen  on  the  side  of  government 
who  were  upon  the  spot,  in  their  letters  written  at  the  time, 
placed  them  to  the  account  of  the  Virginia  resolves.  Mr.  Hutch^ 
inson  tells  his  correspondent,  "  Nothing  extravagant  appeared 
in  the  papers  till  an  account  was  received  of  the  Firginia  re- 
solves." Mr.  Hughes  writes,  "the  lire  began  in  Virginia  :" — ■ 
governor  Bernard,  "  the  publishing  the  Virginia  resolutions 
proved  an  alarm  bell  to  the  disaffected  :"  another,  in  his  letteu 
to  Mr.  Secretary  Conway  from  New-York y  '*  the  resolves  of  the 
assembly  of  Virginia  gave  the  signal  for  a  general  outcry  over  the 
continent."  The  Virginians  are  episcopalians  and  if  there  is 
either  blame  or  merit  in  exciting  that  fixed  and  spirited  opposi- 
tion to  the  stamp  act  which  followed  upon  their  resolves,  let 
them  be  credited  for  the  same  ;  to  them  belongs  the  honor  or 
disgrace  ;  and  solely  to  particular  colonies  the  disgrace  of  the 
several  enormltcs  committed  in  them.  The  bulk  of  the  people 
at  BosfonavQ  congregationalists  ;  at  New-York,  the  presbytcrians^ 
including  the  Dutch  and  foreign  societies,  may  possibly  be  fully- 
equal  to,  or  even  exceed  the  episcopalians.  At  Newport  all  de- 
nominations are  equally  encouraged,  and  enjoy  no  ascendency- 
over  each  other,  and  therefore  might  be  equally  concerned,  the 
peaceable  quakers  excepted.  At  New-York  the  most  violent  ac- 
tors were  episcopalians  ;  at  Bo^lon^  congregationalists ;   though 
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here  tlicy  were  joined  by  a  number  of  episcopalian&,  and  there 
by  a  number  of  presbyterians. 

People  in  i?riVfifm  were  differently  affected  by  the  distmbances 
in  the  colonies.  This  party  was  for  supporting  the  authority  o^ 
parliament  at  all  adventures,  and  for  enforcing  the  stamp  act,  if 
iieedful,  with  the  point  of  the  sword  :  that  for  quieting  the  co- 
lonies by  the  repeal  of  it.,  Happy  for  them,  Mr.  GrtniviUe  and 
his 
to  th 

others,  in  opposition, 
came  into  office,  July  10,  1765.  Ihe  marquis  and  liis  friends., 
did  not  come  to  a  resolution  directly  to  repeal  the.  act.  The- 
main  lines  of  their  own  plan  were  not  marked  out,  nor  tlie  repeal^ 
determined  upon,  until  a  little  before  the  meeting  of  parliaments. 
But  the  choice  cf  the  measure,  and  of  the  principle  to  proceed 
upon  wasmade  before-the  session.  The  papers  relative  to  Ame- 
rican affairs  were  produced  to  the  house  of  commons ;  and  it 
was  a  kind  of  plaa  on  all  sides,  to  maintain  the  authority  of  par- 
liament, and  by  that  very  authority  to  give  the  colonies  every 
relief  the  nature  of  the  case  required. .  But  the  great  commoner 
Mr.  Pitt,  who,  neither  communicated,  nor  connected  himself 
with  any  one,  came  to  the  house  and  declared,  that  parUamcnt' 
had  iiG.right  to  tax  the  coloni^^s  ;  and  said  also,  /  cnn  glad  Jme^ 
rica  has^resisied.  He  hereby  deranged  matters  ;  threw  the  oppo^ 
sitioninto  a  rage  ;  and  reduced  the  ministry  to  a  necessity  of  ac- 
companying'the  repeal,  with  a  declaratory  bill,  expressivq  of  the* 
right  of  parhament  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoe'ver^ 

\,\''i66.'\  Mr,  Granville  moved  that  the  stamp  act  should  be. 
enforced,  and  was.  supported-  by  134,  but  opposed  by  274-— 
The  meix:hants  and  manufacturers  joined  their  efforts  with  mlni^ 
stry  to  obtain  a  repeal.- .  They  were  alarmed  at  the  non-importa- 
tion agreement,  and  the  confusions  which  existed,  as  being  ne- 
cessarily prejudicial  to  their  own  interests,  and  tending  to  the- 
destruction  of  commerce.  The  ministry  did  not  fail  to  encou- 
rage petitions,,  com.plaining  cf  hardships  brought  on  by  the  great 
decay  of  trade  to  the  American  colonics;  and  also  instructions* 
to  members. from  the  trading  and  m.anufacturing  towns.  The; 
petition  ofcongressv/as- not  adijiitted  ;  the  members  not  being, 
called  together  by  the  authority  of  the  crown,  though  a  futile,  was^ 
yet  a  prevailing  argument  against  its  admission.  But  the  repeal- 
was  grounded  on  the  other  petitions ;  and  after  a  six  weeks  in- 
quiry into  Jmerican  affairs,  was  moved  for,  with  the  greatest 
propne' •;,  by  general  Comcay,  the  secretary,  who  liad  opposed 
the  stamp  bill  at  the  second  reading,  and  denied  the  right  of  par-> 
iiameat  to  tax.  the  Americans     The  debate,  which  ensued,  was 
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warm,  interesting  and  long.  Ikit,  by  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  "  [Feb.  22.]  the  house,  hy  an  independent  noble  spi- 
rited and  unexpected  majority,  in  the  teeth  of  all  the  old  mcre«- 
aiary  Swiss  of  the  state,  iji  despite  t->f  all  the  spceul-itors  and  au-  v^ 
gurs  of  political  events,  in  deHance  of  the  whole  embattled  le-  \ 
gion  of  veteran  pensioners  and  practised  instruments  of  court,  ( 
gave  a  total  repeal  to  the  stamp  act,  and  (if  the  scheme  of  taxing 
the  colonies  had  been  totally  abandoned)  a  lasting  .peace  to  the 
whole  empire."'-  The  motion  was  carried  by  275  against  1G7, 
The  cyder  counties  supported  it  ;  for  they  expected  a  repeal  of 
the  duty  on  cyder,  and  obtained  it  in  April.  It  has  'been  said^ 
that  had  not  the  ministry  bartered  the  stamp  act  against  the  re- 
peal of  the  cyder  duty,  they  would  not  have  succeeded,  t  'I'his 
however  mast  be  a  false  charge,  if  the  former  marked  paragraph 
is  strictly  true.  13uring  the  debate,  "  the  trading  interests  of  the 
empire  crammed  into  the  lobbies  of  the  house  of  commons,  witli 
a  trembling  and- anxious  expectation^  and  waited,  almasfc  to  a 
winter's  return  of  light,  their  fate  from  the  resolution  of  the 
house.  When  at  length,  they  had  determined  in  their  favor, 
and  the  doors  thrown  open,  showed  them  the  figure  of  their  de- 
liverer, in  the  well  earned  triumph  of  his  important  victory,  from 
the  whole  of  that  grave  multitude  there  arose  an  involunteiry 
burst  of  gratitude  and  transport,  lliev  jumped  upon  him,  like 
children  on  a  long  absent  father.  They  clung  about  him  as  cap-- 
tives  about  their  redeemer,  All  England ](d\n^i\  in  his-  applause. 
Nor  did  he  seem  insensible  of  tlie  best  of  all  earthly  rewards, 
the  love  and  admiration  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Hope  elevatcdyf 
and  joy  briglitcncd  his  crest.^^X 

The  ministry  had  certainly  great  difficulties  to  encounter :  the 
principal  originated  in  the  colonies,  and  were  caused  by  the  in- 
temperate proceedings  of  the  vanoiio  ranks  of  men  wdthin  them. 
*'  Their  violence  aw^akcned  the  honor  of  parliament,  especially 
after  Mr.  P/V^'^' speech,  and  thereby  involved  every  friend  of  the 
repeal  into  the  imputation  of  betraying  its  dignity.  This  is  so 
true,  that  the  act  could  not  have  been  repealed,  had  not' men's 
minds  been  in  some  measure  satisfied  with  ^le  declaration  of 
rig/it.''^  All  the  Scotch  members,  save  two,  voted  against  the 
repeal.  Mr.  Bollan,  who  informed  lieutenant-governor  Hut- 
chinson of  it  by  letter,  omitted  mentioning  Uie  names  of  the 
gentlemen. 

The  bill  having  passed  the  liouse  of  commons%  went  up  to  the 
house  of  lords.     Lords  JJute  and  Strange  publicly  declared,  th-at 
*    Mr.  Ediuund  Burke's  fpeech  ;   April  19,  1774- 
■f  Political  Memoirs,  printed  1703.  |  Mr.  Burke's  fpe£ch, 

§  The  London  msrchr.iilo  letter  C€  JeMi  il:mco(.k;  Efq.  and  others;  da<#d 

his 


140  The  HISTORY  OF    the  {J.  D.  1166. 

liis  majesty's  wish  was  nor  for  a  repeal.  The  marquis  of  Bock- 
inghcnn  and  Lord  Shelherne  went  together  to  the  king,  and  told 
what  was  reported!  THey  were  informed,  that  his  majesty  had 
expressed  his  desire  that  it  should  be  inforced  ;  but  if  it  could  not 
"be  done  peaceably  and  without  bloodshed,  it  w^as  his  sincere  desire 
and  intention  that  it  should  be  totally  repealed.  The  dukes  of 
York  and  Cumberland,  the  lords  of  the  bedchamber  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  household,  were  for  carrying  fire  and  sword  to  A- 
xnerica.  Most  of  the  bench  of  bishops  joined  them.  Instead  of 
ascribing  that  to  a  sanguinary  disposition,  to  which  their  professi- 
on was  opposed  ;  let  it  be  imputed  to  the  painful  prospect  of  be- 
ing hindered  eventually  from  establishing  the  English  hierarchy 
whithin  the  American  colonies.  There  was  in  the  house  of  lords, 
proxies  included,  for  the  repeal  105,  against  it,  71. 
^A-  On  Wednesday,  March  the  nineteenth,  his  majesty  went  ta 
^^  the  house  of  peers,  and  passed  the  Kill  fol  repealing  the  Ameri- 
can stamp  act ;  as  also  that  for  securing  the  dependency  of  the 
colonies  on  the  British  crown.  On  this  occasion  the  American 
merchants  made  a  most  numerous  appearance,  to  express  their 
gratitude  and  joy  ;  ships  in  the  river  displayed  their  colours  ; 
houses  at  night  were  illuminated  all  over  the  city,  and  every  de- 
cent and  orderly  method  w^as  observed,  to  demonstrate  the  just 
sense  they  entertained  of  his  majesty's  goodness,  and  v/isdom 
of  parliament  in  conciliating  the  minds  of  the  people  on  this 
critical  occasion.  An  express  was  dispatched  immediately  ta 
Talmouth,  with  letters  to  the  diiFerent  provinces,  acquainting 
them  with  the  ne,ws  of  the  repeal  :  that  so  their  fears  might  va- 
nish, and  give  place  to  joy  and  exultation. 


L    E    T    T    E    R        IT. 

Boxbury,  April  14,  1773. 

MR.  Samuel  Adams's  name  will  occur  frequently  in  the  course 
of  our  correspondence  ;  be  it  noted,  therefore,  that  the 
first  time  of  his  being  returned  for  Boston,  [Sept.  27,  1765]  and 
serving  as  a  representative,  was  upon  an  election  occasioned  by 
the  dcdihof  Oxenbridge  Thacher,  esq.    The  deceased  belonged 

to 
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to  the  band  of  patyiots;  but  when  he  happened  to  thuik  differ- 
ently from  Mr.  ()tis/]un.  in  the  liouse  of  assembly,  the  latter 
treated  him  in  so  overbearing  and  indeeent  a  manner,  that  he 
was  obh'ged  at  times  to  eali  upon  the  speaker  to  interpose  and 
proteet  him.  The  state  of  affairs  required  a  particular  attention 
to  the  political  sentiments  of  tiie  person  who  should  be  chosen. 
'I'he  inhabitants,  in  fixing  upon  Mr.  b.  Adams,  made  choice  of 
a  member  wdio  was  zealously  attached  to  the  rights  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts in  particular,  and  the  colonies  in  general,  and  but  lit- 
tle to  his  own  personal  interests,  lie  was  well  qualified  to  se- 
cond Mr.  Otis,  and  learned  m  timeto  serve  his  o-wn  public  views 
by  the  influence  of  the  other.  He  was  soon  noticed  by  the  house, 
chosen  and  continued  their  clerk  from  year  to  year,  by  which 
means  he  had  the  custody  of  their  papers,  and  of  these  he  knew 
how  to  make  an  advantage  for  political  purposes.  He  was  fre- 
quently upon  important  committees,  and  acquired  great  ascen- 
dency by  discovering  a  readiness  to  acquiesce  in  the  proposals 
and  amendments  of  others,  while  tlie  end  aimccl  at  by  theni, 
did  not  eventually  frustrate  his  leading  designs.  He  showed  a 
pliableness  and  complaisance  in  these  smaller  matters,  which 
enabled  him  in  the  issue  to  carry  those  of  much  greater  conse- 
quence ;  and  there  were  many  favorite  points  which  the  sons 
of  liberty  in  the  Massachusetts  mQuvX  to  carry,  even  though  the 
stamp  act  should  be  repealed. 

[1766.]  Mr.  Pitt'?,  declaration  against  the  parliament's  right 
to  impose  internal  taxes,  and  his  saying  /  am  glad  America  has 
resisted,  w^ere  seized  w^ith  eagerness  by  the  popular  ieaders^  in 
the  colonies.  They  praised  and  idolized  him  for  the  same,  with- 
out regarding  vv^hat'he  had  declared  in  favor  of  the  authority  of 
parliament  in  all  cases  of  external  taxation,  and  for  enforcing 
all  laws  for  that  purpose  ;  and  notwithstanding  his  having  said, 
"  If  obedience  be  refused.  I^would  not  siiffer  a  horse-n^ail  to  b^ 
made  in  the  pjantations.''  Tlieir  spirits  were  elutcd,  and  they 
took  encouragement  from  his  declaration,  to  fortiiy  themselves 
in  their  own  sentiments  upon  American  liberty. 

It  is  impossible  to  express  or  describe  the  extraordinary  jo/ 
w^ith  which  the  body  of  the  Americans  received  the  nevvs  ot  the 
repeal,  though  the  powxr  of  the  vice-admiralty  courts  remained 
unabridged,  and  the  declaratory  act  was  added.  The  latter  w'as 
considered  by  some,  as  passed  merely  to  save  appearances,  while 
contemned  by  others,  whose  wisdom  would  have  been  more  evi- 
dent had  they  repressed  their  contempt,  whatever  was  their  opi- 
nion. In  regard  to  the  former,  *'  the  judges  of  the  vice-adini- 
ralty  courts  in  the  colonies,  had  assigned  them,  by  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, a  jurisdiction  for  the  recovery  of  penalties  'jpen  the  laws 
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<?f  revenue  and  trade, without  juries  fornear  a  century  past."* 
Had  a  prudent  and  modeiate  temper  taken  possession  of  all  par- 
ties  at  this  period,  it  had  been  happy  :  but  they  were  so  much 
heated  in  some  colonies,  as  to  be  determined  upon  opposhig 
each  other. 

When  the-  choice  of  members  for  Boston,  to  represent  the 
town  in  the  next  general  court,  was  approaching,  Mr.  John 
Rowe,  a  merchant,  who  had  been  active  on  the  side  of  liberty 
in  matters  of  trade,  was  thought  of  by  some  influential  persons, 
Mi\  Savducl  Adams  artfully  nominated  a  different  one,  by  asking 
with  his  eyes  looking  to  Mr,  Hancock's  house,  "  Is  there  not  an- 
other John  that  may  do  better  ?"  The  hint  took,  Mr.  John 
Hancock's  uncle  was  dead,  and  had  left  him  a  very  considerable 
fortune.  Mr.  Samuel  J  dams  ]^dgQd  that  the  fortune  would 
give  credit  and  support  to  the  cause  of  liberty ;  that  popularity 
would  please  die  possessor  ;  and  thai  he  might  be  easily  secured 
by  prudent  management,  and  might  make  a  conspicuous  figure 
in  the  band  of  patriots. 

Messrs.  James  0/is,  jun.  Thomas  Gushing^  Samuel  Adams., 
and  John  Hamwck  (who  had  never  been  of  the  house  before) 
%vere  returned  for  Boston.  The  town  of  Ftymouth  made  choice 
also  of  a  new  representative,  the  high  sheriff  of  the  county, 
James  Warren,^  esq.  a  gentleman  of  real  abilities,  and  who  es- 
poused the  side  of  liberty  upon  principle.  The  government 
wished  to  have  him  upon  their  side,  and  played  off'  both  threats 
and  promises ;  however  he  was  immoveable. 

[May  28.]  The  general  court  met  according  to  charter.  The 
house  of  assembly  chose  Mr.  Otis  speaker.  Governor  Bernard 
negatived,  instead  of  adopting  the  concihatlng  measure  of  accept- 
ing him.  llie  acceptance  might  have  softened  and  induced  him 
to  have  dropped  the  plan  of  leaving  out  of  the  council,  in  the 
new  election^  the  crown  officers  and  justices  of  the  superior 
court;  but  the  refusal  confirmed  him  in  it,  and  by  irritating  the 
house,  enabled  him  to  execute  it  the  more  easily.  The  crown 
officers  were,  the  lieutenant  governor  and  secretary,  Messrs. 
Hutchinson  and  Oliver ;  the  others  held  only  provincial  com- 
missions. The  opposition  assigned  as  the  reason  for  leaving  them 
out,  that  they  might  redress  a  grievance  long  complained  of  by 
their  constituents,  a  dangerous  union  of  legislative  and  executive 
powers  in  the  same  persons.  But  the  true  ones  probably  were, 
the  suspicions  and  dislike  they  entertained  of  and  to  their  politi- 
cal sentiments,  and  Mr.  0/«'s  having  been  negatived.  Mr.  Ber- 
nard retaliated,  and  excepted  against  the  six  counsellors  chosen 
in  the  room  of  the  others.  Ihus  the  animosity  was  increas- 
*  Theind;  protest  against  ths  repeal  of  the  fl;rr.p  act, 

ed. 
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cd.  Mad  he  negatived  two  orthree  only,  there  might  have  ()eeu 
an  opening  for  healing  the  breach  ;  but  now  it  was  otherwise, 
'ihe  Hberty  party  gained  strength,  and  itwa>;  ordered  by  the  as- 
sembly [June  12.]  "That  the  debates  of  this  Jiouse  be  open^ 
and  that  a  gallery  be  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  such  as. 
shall  be  inclined  to  attend  them."  \  gallery  was  prepared  witlr 
tlie  utmost  expedition,  and  finished  in  a  few  days.  It  was  view- 
ed as  a  great  accjuisition  to  the  common  cause  ;  and  certainly- 
served  a  double  purpose.  'J'he  admission  of  the  people  at  large 
to  hear  the  debates,  and  to  watch  the  members,  restrained  some 
from  speaking  with  their  usual  freedom  in  support  of  government  - 
al  measures  ;  and  encouraged  otliers  to  indulge  themselves- in  ail- 
that  animated  language,  and  those  solemn  protestatio-n^of  disin- 
terested zeal  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  their  aountry,  v/hicb 
are  so  taking  with  men  of  honesrminds  andplain  understandings,. 
But  you  arc  not  to  suppose  that  these  protestations  v;'ere  always 
true  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  any  more  than  on  yours.  Many 
joined- the  banners  of  liberty,  and  violently  opposed  the  gover- 
nor and  governmental  measures,  because  of  the  restraints  thcy^ 
were  under  from  the  laws  of  trade,  the  danger  they  were  in  of 
suffering  by  them,  aj:jd  his  persisting  to  give  these  laws  all  tht; 
support  in  his  power.  The  opposition  had  great  advantage  iii 
the  political  contest,  by  branding  all  the  supporters  of  govern- 
ment as  friends  to  the  stamp  act,  though  they  knew  to  the  con- 
trary. Both  sides  were  sensible  that  the  act  was- merely  finan  ■• 
cial,  without  any  regard  to  the  political  state  of  America,  oj 
any  purpose  to  remove  one  of  its  dilTiculties. 

The  house  was  unanimous  in  voting,  that  thanks  should  be  re-- 
turned  to  the  duke  oi  Graf  ton  d.nA  other  noblemen,  to  Mr.  />/<;• 
and  oth^r  gentlemen,  who  had  been  active  and  aiding  in  the  re- 
peal of  the  stamp  act.  However,  when  his  majesty's  recommend- 
ation to  make  up  the  losses  of  the  sufferers  in  the  late  unhappy- 
times,  came  before  them,  from  the  governor,  with  these  words,. 
"  The  justice  and  humanity  of  this  requisition  is  so  forcible  that; 
it  cannot  be  controverted  ;  the  authority  with  which  it  is  intro- 
duced, should  preclude  ail  disputation  abouteomplying  with  it;'''" 
they  objected  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  proposed,  as  being; 
"  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  the  house,  and  in  breach  of  the- 
privileges  thereof,"  and  unreasonably  declined  making  compen- 
sation ;  whereas  their  privileges  might  have  been  preserved  un^- 
injured,  by  a  vote  to  relieve  the  sufferers  on  then-  own  appli- 
cation, out  of  dutiful  respect  to  the  mild  representationj:)f  hi:., 
majesty,  and  out  of  humanity  and  generosity  to  the  sufferers. 

When  a  compens-ation  was  first  talked  of,  it  was  tlie  general 
opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  made,  but  that  it  wus-due  fronr'Boi- 

ton 
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ton  onl}^  and  not  the  province  in  general.  This  thought  proba- 
bly determined  the  Boston  members  to  oppose  making  the  com- 
pensation even  out  of  the  treasury ;  a  Vv^ay  in  which  it  might  have 
been  done,  had  they  and  their  friends  joined  the  friends  of  go- 
vernment. But  had  the  money  been  ordered  out  of  the  treasu- 
ry, a  subsequent  motion  might  have  charged  it  upon  Boston, 
which  as  the  tax  bill  was  to  be  past  at  that  time,  would  have  been 
easily  effected.  The  interest  of  the  town  induced  its  members  to 
employ  every  circumstance  to  prevent  the  compensation's  being 
voted  at  present.  After  a  while  repeated  advices  were  received, 
that  the  honor  of  parliament  was  engaged  to  see  the  compensa- 
'tion  made,  and  that  they  v/ould  certainly  take  it  in  hand,  if  the 
provincial  assenibly  refused.  It  was  obvious  that  the  parliament 
could  enforce  payment  from  a  sea  port.  The  people  of  Boston 
grew  uneasy  tliat  the  money  was  not  paid.  A  town-meeting 
was  called  ;  the  above  mentioned  expedient  was  proposed  and 
approved  of,  and  their  representatives  were  directed  to  use 
their  influence  that  compensation  might  be  granted  upon  those 
principles,  and  the  money  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury. 

[Sept.]  Mr.  Hutchinson  and  the  other  sufferers  petitioned  for 
relief.^''  Their  petitions  were  considered  ;  and  on  the  question 
being  put,  "Whether  shall  compensation  be  made  out  of  the 
province  treasury  ?"  it  passed  in  the  negative.  A  bill,  how- 
ever, was  finally  admitted  for  making  compensation,  which  vv^as 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  several  towns,  for  the  sentiments  of  the 
constituents. 

[Dec.  5.]  It  passed  to  be  engrossed,  yeas  53,  nays  35  ;  but 
not  without  the  house's  resolving,  "  That  it  is  under  a  full  per- 
suasion that  the  sufferers  have  no  just  claim  or  demand  on  the 
province."  A  needless  resolve,  tending  to  excite  disgust  in 
many^  without  answering  any  important  purpose.  Ihe  act 
granted  compensation  to  the  sufferers  ;  and  a  free  and  general 
pardon,  indemnity,  and  oblivion  to  the  offenders  in  the  late 
times.  It  was  disallowed  at  home,  on  account  of  the  assembly's 
having  incorporated  an  act  of  pardon  with  an  act  of  compensa- 
tion, without  having  obtained  his  majesty's  previous  consent  to 
such  an  act  of  pardon.  The  suiFerers,  however,  received  the 
compensation,  and  the  offenders  were  not  prosecuted. 

[Nov.  7.]  In  ^^zV^V/u'^  a  bill  passed  the  house  of  burgesses, 
for  erecting  a  statue  to  his  majesty,  as  an  acknowledgment  for 
repeaUng  the  stamp  act,  and  also  an  obelisk  to  commemorate 
those  worthy  patriots  who  distinguished  themselves  in  bringing 

*  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  lofs  was  2396I.  3s.  id.  1-2.  Mr,  Oliver's  129I.  3?. 
Mr.  HaUoweira  289I  os.  id.  i-».    Mr.  biory's  50U  ris.  6d.  3-4.  all  fterling. 
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semoiy  v/as  apj)iiea  lo  lor  carrying  into  cxcciiLion  the  act 
liament  of  tb.e  preceding  year,  for  quartering  his  majesty's 
,  they  said  in  their  address  to  the  governor,  Sir  Heniy 
%  "  According  to  the  construction  put  on  it  here,  it  is  re- 


about  that  happy  event.  And  at  Nexi^-York  [Dec]  an  act  was 
passed  for  making  restituiion  to  the  several  persons  therein 
named,  ibr  losses  sustained  in  the  hitc  commotions.  But  when, 
the  assembly  was  applied  to  for  carrying  into  cxccLition  the  act 
of  parhament  of  th. 
troops, 
Moorc^ 

quired  that  ail  the  forces  v/hich  shall  at  any  time  enter  this  co- 
lony, shall  be  quartered  during  the  whole  year  in  a  very  unusu- 
al and  expensive  manner;  by  marching  several  regiments  into 
this  colony,  this  expence  would  beconie  ruinous  and  insupport- 
able ;  and  therefore  we  cannot,  consistent  with  our  duty  to  our 
constituents,  put  it  in  the  pov/er  of  any  person  (whatsoever  con- 
fidence we  may  have  of  his  prudence  and  integrity)  to  lay  such 
a  burden  on  them;"  and  so  justiiied  their  declining  to  provide 
for  the  troops. 

Before  closing  the  account  of  1766,  be  it  observed,  that  the 
people  of  Connecticut  failed  not  to  show  their  resentment  a- 
gainst  their  late  governor's  having  qualified,  agreea!)le  to  what 
the  stamp  act  enjoined.  There  was  a  meeting  of  gentlemen  at 
Hartford,  for  concerting  a  plan  for  the  choice  of  a  new  gover- 
iior  and  counsellors,  in  the  room  of  those,  who  with  hiin  had 
taken  the  oath  required.  Matters  were  so  managed  at  this  meet- 
ing, that  when  the  election  came  on,  Mr.  Ftikin  was  chosea 
governor,  and  colonel  Trumbull  deputy  governor.  But  the 
episcopalians,  almost  to  a  man,  voted  for  Mr.  Fitch ;  and  by 
thus  making  a  party  wich  administration  against  the  claims  and 
rights  of  their  colony,  rendered  themselves  cbaoxious. 

[Jan.  31,  1767.]  The  Mussachusttis  house  of  assembly  conti- 
nued their  opposition  to  the  lieutenant  governor  Mr,  Hutchin^ 
son,  and  resolved,  *'That  he  not  being  elected  a  counsellor,  has 
by  the  charter,  no  right  to  a  seat  at  the  council  board,  with  or 
\vithout  a  voice,  while  the  commander  in  chief  is  in  the  pro- 
vince.'* March  the  fifth  the  council  determined  the  same  ;'  but 
in  their  message  to  the  house,  expressed  their  surprise  at  what 
had  been  done  without  them^  and  at  its  not  being  mentioned 
to  the  board  till  February  the  twenty-fourth.  Mr.  Hatck'uison 
afterward  did  not  attempt  to  be  present.  Lord  Sheiburne,  im 
answer  to  what  was  transmitted  to  him  by  the  governor  upon  the 
afBiir,  wrote  in  September,  "  the  admission  of  the  lieutenant 
governor,  lies  after  all  in  the  breast  of  the#ouncil  only,  as  being 
the  proper  judges  of  their  own  privileges,  and  as  having  a  right 
to^  determine  whom  they  will  admit  to  be  present  at  their  deliber- 
ations."_  These  proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts  and  2^'cii)-YGr!c 
assemblies,  thought  to  be,  in  name  ^t  least,  two  of  the  most 
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j^oiislderablc  In  the  colonics,  were  ascribed  to  an  unreasonable 
perversencss  of  temper ;  and  exasperated  the  friends  of  Ame- 
rica by  exposing  them,  however  unjustly,  to  the  imputation  of 
sacriiicing  the  interests  of  Great-Britain  to  those  of  Americav 
They  also  encouraged  the  anti-Americans  to  resume  the  plan  of 
taxing  the  colonies ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Towiisend  pawned  his  crc^- 
die  to  them  for  effecting  it,  and  became  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer. But  three  of  the  ministry  opposed  in  the  councii. 
taxing  the  Americans  afresh, _  and  it  would  have  been  a  blessing 
had  their  opinion  prevailed.  . 

[May  13.]  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  bills  for  granting  a  duty  upon  paper,  glasSj  painters 
-colours,  bcQ.  ia.the  British  American  colonies  ;  for  scttUng  saia^ 
lies  on  the  governors,  judges,  he,  in  North-AmericS';  and  for 
taking  off  the  duty  on  teas  exported  to  America,  and  granting 
a  duty  of  three-pence  a  pound  on  the  importation  in  Americz^i 
Two  bills  were  at  length  framed,  the  one  for  granting  duties  ii^ 
the  British  colonies  in  America,  on  paper,  glass,  painters  co- 
lours, tea,  he.  the  other  for  taking  off  the  duty  of  a  shilling 
a  pound  on  all  black  and  singlo  tea,  and  for  granting  a  drav:-- 
back  on  teas  exported  to  Ireland  and  America.  The  first  re- 
ceived the  royal  assent  June  the  twenty-ninth  ;  the  last  July  tli3 
second.  The  preamble  to  the  first  act  expresses,  that  the  du* 
ties  are  laid  "  for  the  better  support  of  government,  and  the  ad-^- 
ministration  of  the  colonies.''  The  colonists  deemed  it  unne^ 
cessary,  unjust,  and  .dangerous ,  to  their  most  important  rights^ 
There  is  a  clause  iii  it.  enabling  the  crown,,  by  sign  manual  ta 
establish  a  gaieral  civil  list  throughout  every  province  in  Norths 
America,  to  any  indefinite  extent,  v/ith  any  salaries,  pensions, 
or  appointments,  to  any  unlimited  amount,  even  to  the  pro-i- 
duce  of  the  last  farthing  of  the  American  revenue.  The  point- 
was  now  carried,  which  ha.d  been  tlie  object  of  every  minister 
since  the  reign  of  Qharjes  II.  viz.  the  establishment  of  a  civil  li:,t 
in  America,  independent  of  tJie  assemblies,  Mr.  Richard  Jack-^ 
son  spoke  in  the  house  of  commons  against  that  part  of  the  bill^, 
and  was  supported  only  by  Mr.  lliiske,  and  no  other  member^.. 
He  was  convinced,  that  though  the  judges  ought  to  be  indepen^- 
dent  both  of  crown  and  people,  yet  mischiefs  might  arise  from 
the  independency  of  governors  on  the  people,  much  greater  than , 
could  arise  from  their  dependence ;  and  that  it  was  not  fit  that 
such  persons  as  governors  usually  are,  should  be  independent  of 
the  people,  and  dependent  upon  the  crown  for  their  govern- 
ments. The  act  provides,  that  after  all  such  ministerial  war- 
rants under  the  sign  manual,  as  are  thought  proper  and  ncccssari/i 
shall  be  satisfied;  the  residue  QfthgiCYcnus  shall  be  at  the  dispo-^- 
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111  of  the  parliament.  But  who  can  suppose  that  such  warrant^ 
will  ever  be  satisfied  till  ministers  have  provided  for  all  their 
friends  and  favorites?  May  it  not  be  said  upon  the  plan  of  this 
net,  "  the  mocl<.eryof  an  American  revenue  proves  iit  last  to  be 
the  crumbs  that  fail  frora  the  minister's  table — the  residue,  in- 
deed, of  a  royal  warrant,  countersigned  by  the  first  lord  of  the 
treasury,  "t 

An  account  being  reteived  of  Ncw-Vovk's  having  refused  to 
provide  for  quartering  the  troopr.,  Mr.  Grenville  and  his  adlier- 
ents  raised  such  a  clamor  against  America,  that  it  was  tliought 
necessary  to  bring  in  a  bill  [May  27.]  **for  restraining  the  as- 
sembly o(  New-York  from  passiiig  any  act  till  they  had  eom.pHed 
with  the  act  of  parliament  lor  the  furnishing  his  majesty's  troop.'i 
with  the  necessaries  required  by  th?it  act ;"  and  it  had  the  roya! 
assent  the  second  of  July,  'i'he  taking  away  in  this  manner  from 
the  province  o^  Nca-i'Drk  all  the  powers  of  legislation,  till  they 
should  comply  with  the  former  act,  occasioned  a  general  alarm 
among  the  Americans,  'I'hey  now  saw  that  their  own  colonicd 
parliaments,  as  they  conr.idered  them,  were  to  be  bound  to  what 
the  British  ministry  might  deem  the-ir  good  behavior,  by  the 
acts  of  a  British  parliament,  Nothing  could  be  moi^e  grating 
to  the  sons  of  liberty  in  evtTy  province.  It  was  the  club  of 
power,  which,  while  it  knocked  down  the  New-York  assembly, 
threatened  every  other  with  the  like,  if  notpUable/ 

A  plan  of  a  board  ofcommissionersfor  the  American  depart- 
ment, in  order  to  ease  the  old  board  of  commissioners  of  part  of 
its  burden  through  increasing  business,  had  been  in  contempla- 
tion. It  was  intended  to  be  placed  in  London,  in  order  to  he 
near  the  treasury,  the  ultimatum  of  revenue  matters.  Mr.  Fax- 
ton,  thought  to  be  the  most  plausible  and  insihua-tieg  of  mankind 
though  not  the  most  sincere,  having  left  Boston  and  gone  to  Bri- 
tain, had  free  access  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  Mr. 
Charles  Townsend.  It  is  said  that  he  whined,  cried,  professed, 
swore,  and  made  his  will  in  favor  of  that  great  man ;  and  then 
urged  the  necessity  of  an  yJ  nieriean  bouid  of  eonimissi'orierSy  and 
his  having  a  seat  at  it.  He  might  forward  the  business.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  the  chancellor  brought  in  a  bill  [June  3.]  tor 
establishing  a  custom-house  and  a  board  of  commissioners  in 
America,  which  also  passed  into  an  act  at  the  same  t.me  with 
the  former.  Mr.  Paxton,  for  his  own  convenience  and  plea- 
sure, might  procure  the  hxing  the  board  at  Boston  ;  but  of  all 
places  it  was  the  most  improper.  I'iie  people  were,  of  all  others, 
the  most  jealous  of  infringements  en  their  liberties  ;  and  were 

f  Mr,  Hartley's  letters. 
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the  least  suited  to  see  crown  officers  living  among  them  in  great 
state,  upon  what  they  couid  not  but  deem,  from  the  mediocrity 
of  their  own  circumstances,  large  salaries,  payable  from  the  re- 
venue to  be  raised  from  the  colonies.  The  board  should  have 
Leen  placed  at  Ne-d^-York,  Smuggling  was  as  prevalent  there  as 
at  Boston.  The  inhabitants  had  been  long  used  to  crov/n  officer^ 
with  splendid  appearances ;  the  commanders  of  his  majesty's 
troops  resided  much  am.ong  them ;  numbers  of  them  lived  in  a 
higher  stile  than  the  Bostonians  ;  beside,  there  the  commission- 
ers would  have  had  forces  at  hand  to  have  supported  fhem,  and 
have  met  with  greater  assistance  from  the  servants  of  a  royal  go^ 
vernmxnt  and  their  connections.  The  timing  also  as  well  as  the 
placing  of  the  board,  was  rather  unfortunate  ;  for  it  suppUedthe 
Americans  with  the  opportunity  of  propagating  that  it  was  ap- 
pointed merely  to  enforce  the  new  duties.  By  this  means  the 
people  were  inflamed,  and  the  appointment  was  pronounced  un- 
constitutional  and  oppressive.  The  duties  were  to  take  plac@ 
after  the  tv/entieth  of  November ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  that 
month,  three  of  the  comm.issionerG,  Henry  Bulton,  William 
Burchy  and  Charles  Paxtoii,  esqs.  arrived  at  Boston  ;  the  other 
two,  John  Temple  and  John  Bobinson,  esqs.  were  in  Am.erica 
before.  As  to  the  expence  cf  the  board  of  customs,  including 
the  wiiole,  it  was  a  thousand  pounds  less  than  that  of  the  four 
surveyors  general,  and  the  ofhce  connected  with  them  at  Lon- 
don. The  chancellor  had  been  instrumental  in  reviving  those 
American  animosities  which  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  had 
quieted ;  but  did  not  live  to  see  the  fatal  consequences  which 
'  have  followed,  as  he  died  the  fourth  of  September. 

[Oct.  28.]  A  few  gentlemen  at  a  private  club  in  Boston,  hav- 
ing suggested  a  non-importation  agreement,  the  thought  was 
improved  upon,  till  at  length  the  inhabitants,  at  a  tov/n  meet- 
ing, agreed  upon  measures  to  promote  industry,  ceconomiy,  and 
manuiactures  ;  thereby  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  imiportation 
of  European  commodities.  They  also  voted,  that  a  subscription 
paper  should  be  prepared,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  pro- 
cure subscriptions  to  it ;  by  which  the  parties  engaged  to  en- 
■  courage  the  use  and  consumption  of  all  articles  manutactured  in 
any  of  the  British  American  colonies  ;  and  after  the  thirty-first 
of  December  following,  not  to  purchase  certain  enumerated  ar- 
ticles imported  from  abroad. 

The  failure  of  expected  success  from  these  measures,  and  an 
apprehension  of  disagreeable  cunscquencesirom  an  ineffectual 
opposition,  were  probably  the  motives  that  induced  Mr.  Oiis^  at 
a  subsequent  town-mieeting  [Nov.  20.]  to  make  a  long  speech 
on  the  side  cf  government,  wherein  he  asserted  the  king's  right 

to 
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to  appoint  olTicers  of  tlie  customs,  in  which  number  and  by  what 
denomination  he  pleased  ;  and  that  as  to  the  new  duties,  it 
would  be  very  imprudent  in  the  town  to  make  an  opposition  to 
them,  when  every  town  in  the  province,  and  every  other  pro- 
vince in  America  seemed  to  acquiesce  in  them  and  be  contented. 
But  the  proposed  measures  were  afterward  approved  of  v.jid  ad- 
o])ted  at  Providoicc  and  IS'ex£port. 

[Jyn.  ncs.]  The  Conned t cut  towns  and  Afe-F<f5r/c' followed 
the  exemple.  Still  the  business  laboured  withoutbeing  product- 
ive of  any  important  elfects,  Ihis  engaged  the  attention  of  one 
captain  Malcolm,  a  small  trader,  who  about  eighteen  months  be- 
fore had  made  himself  famous  by  a  violent  and  successful  resist- 
ance  wjth  sword  and  pistol  to  the  custom-house  olikcrs,  when 
endeavouring  to  search  his  house  for  uncustomed  goods,  under 
the  authv.irii;/  of  a  writ  of  assistance.  Haviiig^  about  the  middle 
of  February,  safely  run  the  cargo  of  a  schooner  from  Fyali,  con- 
sistiiig  of  abv^ut  sixty  pipes  otwiac,  he,  within  two  or  ihree  days, 
procciied  a  meedng  of  soir.e  merchants  and  traders  at  v/hich  he 
presided,  ixotinng  was  determined  upon  more,  than  the  calling 
of  a  general  meeting  of  the  merchants  on  Friday,  March  the 
fourth.  I'his  may  be  stiied  the  first  movement  of  the  mer- 
chants against  the  new  acts  of  parliament*  The  result  of  this 
meeting  was,  that  a  subscription  fur  not  impoi-dng  any  English 
goods,  excep.':  for  the  fishery,  for  eighteen  months,  should  be 
prepared  and  carried  round  the  town.  It  met  w^ith  no  great 
encouragemeiit,  and  many  declined  subscribing.  On  this  all  en- 
gines were  set  to  work  ;  some  were  threatened  and  made  afraid 
tor  their  person  and  houses  ;  others  for  their  trade  and  credit. — 
By  such  means  the  subscription  was  filled^  But  the  merchants 
ot  i\ew-York  and  Philadelphia  declined  to  concur  in  the  mea- 
sure, those  of  Boston  were  obliged  to  give  it  up  for  the  present. 
However,  they  renev^-ed  it  vs-ithin  a  few  months,  as  you  wdil 
learn  belov/. 

The  Neic-England  spirit  of  patriotism  and  economy  was.^ 
greatly  approved  of  at  Philadelphia  :  and  it  was  said,  that  ''  If 
America  is  saved  from  its  im.pending  danger,  New-England  v/ill 
be  its  acknowiedged  guardian."  Periodical  pieces  were  published 
at  Boston  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  British  pariiaraentaiy 
power.  Hints  were  throv^n  out  about  independe.icy,  and  inti- 
mations given,  that  freemen  vf  ere  not  to  be  governed  any  more 
than  taxed  but  by  their  own  consent,  in  real  or  virtual  representa- 
tives. The  pov/er  of  British  legislation  over  the  Americans  vyas 
questioned,  and  virtuahy  denied.  Matters  Vv-cre  brought  to  tiiis 
length,  by  broaching  a  new  dispute  that  should  never  have  been 
ri;.>ved  a^ain  ;  and  which  might  happily  r.avc  lain,  dormcnt  for 
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half  a  century  or  more  had  no  fresh  attempt  been  made  to  ta:?^ 
the  ximericans.     Before  the  stam.p  act  the/  allowed  the  mother 
country  a  certain  prerogative  over  tiiem.     They  acquiesced  in 
the  parliament's  right  to  make  many  acts,  binding  them  in  divers 
internal  matters,  and  regulating  theirtrade.  They  did  not  reason 
neither  then  nor  immediately  diiCv  the  repeal,  "  if  the  parHament 
has  no  right  to  tax  us  intern'allj/,  they  have  none  to  tax  us  exter^ 
nally^  or  to  make  any  other  law  to  bind  us."  They  admitted  the 
tiistmction  between  internal  and  external  taxation,  and  between 
raising  money  from  the  regulation  of  trade,  and  raising  it  for  the 
purpose  ofa  revenue.  The  wisdom  ofpailiamentshould  have  abode 
by  their  concessions,  and  have  adopted  and  confirmed  their  distinc- 
tion. But  being  obliged  to  enter  afresh  the  field  of  political  contro« 
versy,  great num.bcrs  began  to  think,  tliatthcwantof  representati- 
on in  parliament,  freed  them  absolutely  from  any  obedience  to  the 
l^ow^er  of  the  British  legislature  ;  and  that  there  was  no  real,  and 
only  a  nominal  difference  between  internal  and  external  taxation, 
•agreeable  to  what  was  insisted  upon  by  the  party  opposing  the  re- 
peal of  the  stamp  act.     John  Dickinson,  esq.  began  so  early  as  in 
November,  1767,  to  em.ploy  his  pen  against  uie  act  which  had 
hQ(^ii  passed,  in  a  series  of  Letters  from  a  farmer  in  Penmyh-ania 
io  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  Colonies^     Th^ey  amounted  to 
.    twelve  ;  and  in  them  he  ably  m.amtaincd  the  rights  of  the  colo- 
•^    nists.  He  closed  with  a  postscript  in  these  words  :  **  Is  there  not 
the  greatest  reason  to  hope,  if  the  universal  sense  of  these  colo- 
nies is  immediately  exprest  by  resolves  of  the  assembles  in  sup- 
port of  their  rights,  hj  instruct  ions  iothc'iT  agents  on  the  subject, 
and  by  petitions  to  the  crown  and  parliament  for  redress,  that 
those  measures  will  have  the  same  success  now  that  they  had  in 
the  time  of  the  stamp  act  r"     llie  inhabitants  of  Boston  were  so 
sensible  of  the  eminent  service  he  did  to  the  common  cause,  that 
they  wrote  to  him  upon  the  occasion.     It  his  answer,  April  the 
eleventh,  he  said,  *'  Never  will  my  heart  become  insensible  till 
insensible  of  all  worldly  things,  of  the  unspeakable  obligation  1 
owe  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  for   the  vigt- 
iance  v/ith  which  they  have  watched  over,  and  the  magnanimity 
with  which  they  have  maintained  the  liberties  of  the  British  co- 
lonies on -this  continent."  It  was  probably  owing  to  Mr.  JJick- 
inson's  publications,  that  the  Penmi/lvania  assembly,  early  in  Fe- 
bruary, before  they  knew  what  measure  the  Massachusetts  Bay^ 
or  any  other  colony,  would  pursue,  took  into  consideration  the 
act  imposing  duties  on  paper,  glass,  6ic.   and  gave  positive  in- 
structions to^their  agents,  to  unite  with  other  agents,  in  applying 
CO  parliament  and  praying  relief. 
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It  may  be  justly  concluded,  from  governor  Jtcrnard's  leli-cia 
to  lord  Shelburnc,  that  the  Massachusetts  assembly  were  inclined 
to  bury  in  oblivion  tlie  discortls  occasioned  by  the  stamp  act,  and 
to  escape  other  subjects  of  future  controversy,  had  not  the  late 
chancellor  unhappily  revived  the  animosities.  **'J"he  house, 
(says  the  governor)  from  the  time  of  opening  the  session  to  thii 
day,  has  shown  a  disposition  to  avoid  all  dispute  with  me  \  every 
thing  having  passed  with  as  much  good  humor  as  I  could  desire^. 
except  only  their  continuing  to  act  in  addressing  the  king,  re- 
monstrating to  the  secret;n-y  of  state,  and  employing  a  separate 
agent.  It  is  the  importance  of  this  innovatioli  which  induces  mo 
to  make  this  remonstrance,  at  a  time  when  1  have  a  fair  pro- 
spect of  having  in  all  other  business,  nothing  biit  good  to  say 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  house. "'•■ 

"  They  have  acted  in  all  thing,  even  in  their  remonstrance, 
with  temper  and  moderation:  they  have  avoided  some  subjects, 
of  dispute,  and  have  hiid  a  fgundation  for  removing  some  causes 
of  former  altercation."  f 

"  I  will  make  such  a  prudent  and  proper  use  of  the  letterv^ 
r.s,  1  hope,  will  perfectly  restore  the  peace  and  tranquility  of 
tiiis  province,  for  which  purpose  considerable  steps  have  besa 
made  by  the  house  oi  representatives. "4] 

[|an.'2l.]  '1l\\q  Massachusetts  hou^^^  oi  representatives,  in  -?, 
debate  upon  the  expediency  of  writing  to  the  assemblies  of  th-5 
.other  colonies  upon  the  continent,  v/ith  respect  to  the  import- 
ance of  joining  with  them.,"  put  a  question  on  the  propositioA 
of  writing  letters,  desiring  those  assemblies  to  join  them,  whick 
was  negatived  for  this  very  reason,  bocause  containing  the  prc-i- 
position  of  joining.  The  house  thought  exceptions  might  be  ta- 
ken at  it,  as  having  a  tendency  to  from  combinations  ;  and  that 
it  might  be  considered  at  home  a&  the  appointing  another  con-^ 
gress.  It  is  an  excellent  rule  of  the  house,  that  no-  vote  shall  be 
re -considered,  unless  the  number  of  members  present  equals  ths 
number  at  its  passing.  When  they  had  the  same  number,  eithty- 
two,  which  makes  a  full  house,  a  motion  was  made  [Feb..4.]  for 
re-considering  the  vote  against  applying  to  the  other  colonies-; 
and  the  vote  of  re-consideration  was  obtained  by  a  large  majority. 
The  same  day  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  t^ 
be  transmitted  to  the  several  house*  of  representatives  and  bur- 
gesses upon  the  continent,  to  inform  them  of  the  measures  the, 
house  had  taken  with  regard  to  difficulties  they  were  apprehen- 
sive would  arise  from  the  operation  of  several  acts  of  parliament 
for  levying  duties  and  taxes  on  the  American  colonies.     The 

*  January  ii,  t*68'  t  January  3.0.  X  February  %. 
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committee  after  deliberstlng  a  week,  reported  tlie  letter,  [Feb 
11,]  which  being  read  in  the  house,  was  accepted  almo&t  una- 
nimously, in  the  presence  of  eighty-three  members.  It  began 
thiis  :  *'  Sir,  the  house  of  representatives  of  this  province  have 
taken  into  vaeir  serious  c<;nsideration  the  great  diff  culties  that 
must  accrue  to  them.seives  and  their  constituents,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  several  acts  of  pariiam.ent  imposing  d.ities  and  taxes  on 
the  Am.erican  colonies."  It  then  related  ti.e  measures  they  had 
taken  in  petitioning  the  king,  m.aking  representations  to  the  mi* 
fiistry,  &c.  and  concluded  w.th,  ^'  the  bouse  is  fuiiy  satistied  that 
your  assembly  is  too  generous  and  enlarged  in  sentiment,  to  be- 
lieve that  this  letter  proceeds  fiom.  an  ambition  of  taking  the  lead 
or  diccating  to  the  other  assemblies.  They  freely  submit  their 
opinion  to  the  judgment  of  others,  and  shall  take  it  kind  in  your 
house  to  point  out  to  them  any  thing  further  that  may  be  though 
necessary.  This  house  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  thei'r 
iirm  conlidence  in  the  king,  our  common  head  and  father,  that 
the  united  and  dutiful  supplications  of  his  distressed  American 
subjects  will  meet  v/ith  his  royal  and  favorable  acceptance." 

[Feb.  25.1  PcUt  Giiman^  esq.  speaker  of  the  New-Hampshire 
assembhs  wrote  by  order  of  the  house,  in  answer  to  the  Mas^ 
sachusetts  circular  letter—^'  The  sentiments  contained  in  it  are 
highly  approved,  and  the  communication  kindly  received  and 
gratefully  acknowledged.  The  time  of  the  house's  existance  in 
ihat  relation  is  near  expiring  ;  they  cannot  engage  for  their  suc- 
cessors andean  only  express  their  satisfaction  in  the  Massachu- 
setts'proceedings,  and  declare  their  hopes,  that  the  next  assembly 
will  heartily  concur  in  sentiments  on  this  affair,  and  pursue  the 
same  method."  The  letter  ran  in  the  highest  recommendatory 
strain  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  assembly  ;  and  concluded  with, 
'^  What  remains  for  us  at  present,  is  to  offer  our  daily  prayer  to 
the  Governor  and  Lord  of  the  universe,  to  avert  the  impending 
evil,  and  to  niake  way  for  the  full  establishment  of  British  liberty 
in  every  branch  of  it,  and  to  quiet  every  colony  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  their  civil  and  reHgious  rights  and  privileges."  For 
these  courtly  expressions,  with  which  tlie  house  dechned  doing 
any  thing  in  the  business,  the  next  assembly  Avas  rewarded  with 
courtly  commendations.  The  governor,  John  IVentzcorth,  esq, 
in  a  message  of  October  the  twentieth,  communicated  the  copy 
of  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Lord  HiUsborougli,  of 
July  the  ninth  :  "  It  is  his  majesty's  pleasure  that  you  should  as- 
sure his  fc  thful  subjects  in  iV>z£'-^£WZ/}5/?'?rt',  that  his  majesty  has 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  prom.ote  their  welfare  and  happi» 
ness,  whose  cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  and 
steady  resolution  in  refusing  to  accede  to  the  measures  and  pro-. 

posais 
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posals  which  have  been  urged  with  so  much  indecent  warmth 
in  other  colonics,  cannot  fail  to  recommend  thein  to  his  royal 
favour  and  countenance."  The  assembly,  however,  nine  days 
after,  petitioned  the  king,  and  mentioned  that  his  royal  prede- 
cessors granted  them  a  power  of  legislation,  limited  to  the  appro- 
bation or  disallowance  of  the  crown,  with  the  jxnvers  and  pri- 
vileges essential  to  British  liberty,  of  raising  internal  taxes  by 
their  own  representatives.  The  petition  was  most  profoundly 
h^miblc,  and  so  softly  worded,  that  it  could  not  offend  the  most 
delicate  car  of  the  highest  parliamentary  prerogative  man.  By 
some  accident  or  contrivance,  it  was  not  sent  till  antiquated  and 
out  of  season.  Mr.  IFcntii:o)ih\rdd  gained  an  ascendency  ovec 
the  people  of  his  government,  by  which  he  kept  them  from  en- 
tering into  such  spirited  measures  for  the  redress  of  grievances 
as  would  be  offensive  to  ministry.  The  other  colonics  adopted 
a  different  line  of  conduct.  The  rirginiahousc  of  burgesses  ap- 
plauded the  Massachusetts  representatives  for  their  attention  to 
American  liberty  ;  took  notice  of  the  act  suspending  the  legis- 
lative powers  of  Neiv-York  ;  and  said,  *'  If  the  parhament  can 
compel  the  colonies  to  furnish  a  single  article  to  the  troops  sent 
over,  they  may,  by  the  same  rule,  oblige  them  to  furnish  clothes, 
arms,  and  every  other  necessary,  even  to  the  pay  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers,  a  doctrine  replete  with  every  mischief,  and  utterly 
subversive  of  all  tliat  is  dear  and  valuable."  The  council  con- 
curred with  them  in  all  their  proceedings  ;  and  their  agent  was 
enjoined  to  consult  the  agents  of  the  other  colonies,  and  to  co- 
operate with  them  in  applying  for  redress.  Most  of  the  assem- 
blies upon  the  continent,  as  they  had  opportunity,  approved  of 
the  doings  of  the  Massachusetts,  and  harmonized  with  them  in 
resolves  and  petitions.  [April  22.]  But  an  account  of  their  doings 
had  not  reached  Great-Britain  long,  before  lord  Ililhboroagk 
wrote  Gov.  Bernard  upon  the  occasion.  For  want  of  fuller  and 
juster  information,  or  of  due  attention  to  the  governor's  expres- 
sions, the  proceeding  which  originated  the  circular  letter,  was 
mentioned — "  as  unfair,  contrary  to  the  real  sense  of  the  assem- 
bly, and  procured  by  surprise;  and  therefore"  upon  this  mis- 
taken principle,  the  governor  was  instructed,  *'  so  soon  as  tho 
general  court  is  again  assembled,  to  require  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, in  his  majesty's  name,  to  rescind  the  resolution 
which  gave  birth  to  the  circular  letter  from  the  speaker,  and  to 
declare  their  disapprobation  of,  and  dissent  to  that  rash  and  hasty 
proceeding."  In  case  they  refused  to  comply,  he  was  immedi- 
ately to  dissolve  them,  and  to  transmit  to  his  lordship  an  account 
of  their  transactions.  [June  21.]  I'he  house  was  informed  of  what 
was  required)  and  three  days  after,  of  what  tliey  were  to  expect 
Vol.  I.  U  if 
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if  unpliable.  Their  resolution  not  being  returned  within  six  days 
of  the  last  part  of  the  information,  the  governor  sent  them  word 
be  could  wait  no  longer,  which  hastened  the  business  in  which 
tliey  were  engaged. 

[30.]  A  commiltee  of  the  house  reported  a  letter  to  Lord 
Hillsborough,  setting  forth  the  several  votes  and  resolutions 
which  passed  in  the  last  house  of  representatives,  relating  to  the 
circular  letter  ;  and  show^ing  that  the  whole  of  these  matters  was 
transacted  in  the  height  of  the  cession  in  a  full  house,  and  by 
a  large  majority »  The  letter  was  approved  of  by  93  out  of 
105  members  present,  and  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  his  lord- 
ship. The  house  agreed  also  upon  a  message  to  the  governor, 
in  which  they  said,  "  It  is  to  us  incomprehensible  that  we  should 
be  required,  on  the  peril  of  a  dissolution  of  the  general  courts 
to^rcscind  a  resolution  of  a  former  house,  when  it  is  evident,  that 
that  resolution  has  no  existence  but  as  a  mere  historical  fact.  Your 
excellency  must  knov/,  that  the  resolution  is,  to  speak  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  common  law,  not  now  executory,  but  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  executed.  If,  as  is  most  probable,  by  the  v/ord  re- 
scinding is  intended  the  passing  a  vote,  in  direct  and  express  dis- 
sipprobation  of  the  measure  taken  by  the  former  house  as  illegal^ 
inliammatory,  and  tending  to  promote  unjustifiable  combinati- 
ens  against  his  majesty's  peace,  crov/n  and  dignity,  we  must  take 
the  liberty  to  testify  and  publicly  declare,  that  we  take  it  to  be 
the  native,  inherent,  and  indefeasible  right  of  the  subject,  joint- 
ly or  severally,  to  petition  the  king  for  the  redress  of  grievances  ; 
provided  alway,  that  the  sauie  be  done  in  a  decent, 'dutiful,  loyal. 
and  constitutional  way,  without  tumult,  disorder  and  confusion. 
—If  the  votes  of  the  house  are  to  be  controuled  by  the  direction 
of  a  minister,  we  have  left  us  but  a  vain  semblance  of  Hberty. — 
We  have  now^  only  to  inform  you,  that  this  house  have  voted  iwi: 
io  rescind,  and  that  on  a  division  on  the  question,  there  were  nine- 
ty-two nays,  and  seventeen  veas."  I'he  message  was  firm,  patri- 
otic, and  spirited ;  and  ia  some  parts  allusively  severe  upon  the 
governor,  but  every  wdiere  decently  expressed.  The  rescind ers.. 
were  governmental  receivers  or  expectants.  They  had, or  look-- 
ed  for  a  reward  for  their  crouching  compliance.  The  next  day 
[July  1.]  the  governor  passed  some  necessary  acts,  and  then  dis- 
solved the  assembly.  It  is  scarce  conceivable  how  a  new  assem- 
bly of  representatives  could  think  themselves  capable  of  being 
more  grossly  insulted,  than  by  being  made  accountable  for  the 
proceedings  of  a  dissolved  and  dead  one,  and  by  being  punished 
with  immediate  destruction  for  not  declaring  themselves  of  op- 
posite sentiments  to  their  predecessors.  Mr.  Otis,  in  his  speech 
against  rescinding,  said,  "  When  Lord  Hillsborough  knows  that 

WO- 
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v^e   will  not  rescind  our  act?.,  he  should  apply  to  parliament  to  r^-^ 
schid  theirs.     Let  Britain  rc^:ci)id  I  heir  incasurcs  or  iheij  arc  losi 
for  evc)-.''^  Mis  speech,  hy  the  patriotic  enthusiasts  was  extolled 
to  the  skies  ;  and  by  the  governmental  ones,  was  declared  to  be 
the  most  violent,  insolent,  abusive,  trcasonohic  d<.H:laniation,  that 
perhaps  ever  was  delivered.  While  the  matter  of  rescinding  wa^ 
under  consideration,  the  house  received  an  answer  from  I  ir^^inia^ 
and  one  from  Nexv-Jersci/y  which,  though  not  so  very  high  as 
the  other,  was  tar  from  being  unfavorable.     I'hey  had  also  in- 
telligence that  they  might;  expect  the  like  from  other  assemblies: 
these  circumstances  p3'obably  incre:?3ed  the  majority  against  re- 
scinding.   Had  it  not  been  for  the  mandate  to  rescind,  the  sessi- 
ons mi"ht  have  terminated  prosperously  and  peaceably  ;  for  Mr, 
Otis,  though  he  had  distinguished  himself  by  carrying   the  ob- 
jections to  the  authority  of  parliament  to  the  greatest  length,  had 
retracted  all  his  former  opinions,  in  a  set  speech  at  the  opening 
of  it.     lie  said,  he  had  fully  informed  himself  of  the  relation       ^ 
between   Great-Britain   and  her  colonies;  and  was  convinced-'  >*< 
that  the  power  of  parliament  over  her  colonies  was  absolute,  with  v  f/titcl 
this  qualification,  that  they  ought  not  to  tax  them  until  they  al--.j/v.  X 
lowed  them  to  send  representatives;  and  that  if  the  colonies  had  .;,•  2  -^ 
representatives,  the  power  of  parliament  would  be  as  perfect  in 
America  as  in  England.     He  then  argued  for  an  American  re- 
presentation.    This  surprised  the  assembly,  and  induced  a  mem- 
ber on  the  side  of  government  to  charge  the  opposition  with  the 
intention  of  making  an  American  representation  necessary,  by 
denying  the  authority  of  parliament  over  them  because  not  re- 
presented.    The  answers  of  the  other  party   were  thought  to 
strengthen  the  suspicion.     Upon  which  Mr.  Timothy  Ruggles 
pointedly  said,  that  as  they  were  determined  to  have  representa- 
tives, he  begged  leave  to  recommend  to  them  a  merchant  who 
would  undertake  to  carry  their  representatives  to  England  tor 
half  what  they  would  sell  for  when  they  arrived- there.     But  the" 
best  argument  to  have  silenced  any  of  the  opposition,  who  m.ight 
interestedly  hanker  after  an  American  representation,  would  have 
been  to  haVc  repeated  the  resolve  of  the  house  on  the  2ytli  of 
October,  1765 — ^'*  A  representation  in  parliament  of  the  inhabit-' 
ants  of  the  province,  such  as  the  subjects  in  Britain  actually  en- 
joy, is  impracticable  for  the  subjects  in  America."    The  day  be- 
fore lord  Hillsborough  wrote  to  Mr.  Bernard  upon  the  business^ 
of  rescinding,  a  circular  letter  was  written  to  the  governors  of 
the  respective  provinces,  to  accompany  a  copy  of  that  of  the 
Massachusclts,  in  which  his  lordship  said,  "  ft  is  his^  majesty's 
pleasure,  that  you  should  immediately,  on  the  receipt  hereof, 
exert  your  utmost  influence  to  defeat  this  llag'.tious  attempt  tOh 
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disturb  the  public  peace,  by  prevailing  upon  the  assembly  of  your 
province  to  take  no  notice  of  it,  which  will  be  treating  it  with 
the  contempt  it  deserves.'*  He  then  added  a  closing  paragraph 
meant  to  influence  the  assemblies  into  a  compliance.  The  circu- 
lar letter  was  in  some  instances  received  in  time,  but  produced  a 
very  different  effect  from  what  was  intended.  The  Neu'-Fork 
assembly  had  felt  the  weight  of  the  parliament's  high  displea- 
sure, and  been  bereaved  of  legislative  power  till  they  should 
comply  with  the  billeting  act.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  they 
voted  the  sum  wanted  to  the  general,  for  the  purchase  of  salt, 
pepper  and  vinegar,  instead  of  passing  an  act  conformable  to  the 
parliament's  act,  which  vote  was  accepted.  But  when  they  met 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  after  having  completed  a  petition  to  his 
majesty,  another  to  the  lords,  and  a  remonstrance  to  the  com- 
mons, they  proceeded  to  consider  the  circular  letters  from  the 
assemblies  of  Massachusetts-Bay  and  Virginia,  and  unanimously 
agreed  to  answer  them  in  the  most  respectful  manner.  They 
then  entered  into  some  very  spirited  resolves  in  favor  of  liberty, 
and  the  rights  of  their  constituents  ;  and  appointed  a  committee 
to  correspond  and  consult  with  any  other  his  majesty's  subjects 
out  of  the  colony,  cither  individually  or  collectively,  on  any 
matter  or  thing  whatsoever,  whereby  the  rights  or  privileges  of 
the  house  or  its  constituents  might  be  affected.  These  doings 
occasioned  their  being  dissolved. 

We  are  now  entering  upon  another  interesting  period. 

It  had  been  the  common  practice  for  the  tide-waiter,  upon  the 
arrival  of  a  vessel,  to  repair  to  the  cabin,  and  there  to  remain, 
drinking  punch  with  the  master,  while  the  sailors  and  others 
upon  deck  were  employed  in  landing  the  wines,  molasses,  or 
other  dutiable  goods.  The  commissioners  of  the  customs  were 
deteimined  that  the  laws  of  trade  should  be  executed. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Hancock's  sloop  Liheriy^  Nathayiiel 
Bernard,  master,  from  Madeira,  the  tidesman,  Thomas  Kirk, 
went  on  board  in  the  afternoon.  Captain  Marshall,  in  Mr. 
Hancock's  employ,  followed  ;  and  about  nine  in  the  evening, 
made  several  proposals  to  Kirk,  which  being  rejected,  captain 
Marshall,  with  five  or  six  others,  laid  hold  of,  overpowered,  and 
confined  him  below  for  three  hours,  in  which  time  the  wine  was 
taken  out,  before  entry  had  been  made  at  the  custom-house  or 
naval  ofhce.  Marsha.ll  threatened  Kirk  in  case  of  discovery. 
The  captain  wrought  so  hard  in  unloading  the  sloop,  that  his 
sudden  death,  that  night,  while  in  bed,  before  assistance  could 
be  obtained,  was  generally  believed  to  have  been  owing  to  some 
injury  received  from  his  uncommon  exertions.  I'he  next  morn- 
ing the  master  entered,  as  it  is  said,  four  or  five  pipes,  and  swore 

that 
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tliat  was  tlic  wliolc  of  his  cargo.  It  was  resolved  to  seize  the 
sloop  for  a  false  entry's  being  made  ;  though  it  was  thought  b/ 
many  that  no  one  would  undertake  the  business. 

[June  10.]  Mr.  Josepli  Jlarrison,  the  collector,  and  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Hulloivell,  tiie  comptroller,  repaired  to  Hancock's  wharf. 
Mr.  7/^ /T/6Y)/i  objected  to  the  unseasonablenessof  the  time,  being 
between  six  and  seven,  when  the  lovverclassof  people  were  re- 
turning from  their  day  labour.  The  seizure  however  was  made 
before  sun-set,  so  asto  be  perfectly  legal.  Mr. //^//•rA7)y2  tlKuight 
the  sloop  might  lie  at  the  wharf,  after  clapping  the  l)road  arrow 
upon  her;  but  Mr.  Ilallvwcll  judged  it  would  be  best  to  move 
her  under  the  gunsofihe  Ronincy,  and  made  signal  for  her  boats 
to  come  ashore.  The  ])eople  upon  the  wharf  cried  out,  "There 
is  no  occasion,  she  will  lie  safe,  and  no  officer  has  a  right  to  re- 
move her  ;"  but  the  master  of  the  man  of  war  cut  her  moorings 
and  carried  her  off.  Every  mean  was  used  to  interrupt  the  offi- 
cers in  the  execution  of  their  business,  and  numbers  swore  that 
they  w^ould  be  revenged.  A  mob  was  soon  collected,  which  in- 
creased to  a  thousand  or  two,  chiefly  of  sturdy  bovs  and  negroes. 
The  minds  of  the  people  were  inflamed  by  the  seizure  and  re- 
moval of  the  vessel.  'I  hey  had  been  before  irritated  by  the  cap- 
tain of  the  man  of  war's  pressing  some  seamen  belonging  to  the 
town  ;  add  to  that ;  their  aversion  to  the  board  of  commissioners, 
the  popularity  of  the  owner,  and  the  name  of  the  sloop — these 
of  course  excited  their  resentments,  and  wrought  them  up  into 
a  combustible  body.  Captain  Malcolm,  who  was  deeply  engaged 
in  running  the  wines,  headed  a  number  of  men  after  the  seizure, 
and  was  very  active  in  attempting  to  prevent  the  sloop's  being 
removed.  Mr.  Harrison  was  pelted  with  stones,  bricks,  and 
dirt,  and  received  several  blows  with  sticks,  particularly  one  on 
the  breast,  so  that  It  was  with  difficulty  he  could  keep  from  fall- 
ing ;  he  was  afterv/ard  confined  to  his  bed  from  the  injuries  he 
had  received.  Mr.  liallowdl^  Mr.  Irvinfl^y  inspector  of  imports 
and  exports,  and  the  collector's  son  were  sharers  in  the  treat- 
ment. They  all  escaped  with  the  utmost  hazard  of  their  lives. 
Mr.  llallowdl  was  confined  to  his  house  under  the  care  of  a  sur- 
geon from  wounds  and  bruises.  Mr.  Richard  Harrison^  the  col- 
lector's son,  was  thrown  down,  dragged  by  the  hair  of  his  head, 
and  otherwise  treated  barbarously.  Mr.  /n^///^  was  beaten  with 
clubs  and  sticks  ;  had  his  sword  broken  to  pieces,  and  received  a 
few  slight  wounds.  I'he  mob  proceeded  to  the  houses  of  the  col- 
lector and  comptroller,  broke  their  windov.\s,  and  those  of  Mr. 
JViiliains,  inspector  general,  then  dragged  the  collector's  boat 
through  the  town,  and  burnt  it  on  tlie  common.  This  was  on 
Friday  evening.     Saturday  and  Sunday  evenings  arc  sacred  ^  and 
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th^  cornnilssioiiers  IIuUgv^  Burch,  Paxton  and  Jiobiusony  csqrs. 
remained  pretty  easy  ;  during  the  outrages,  to  avoid  insults,  they 
retired  from  their  own  to  neighbours  houses.     But  receiving  in- 
formation that  further  riots  were   intended,  and   the  governor 
telling  them  he  could   not  protect  them,  and  that  there  would 
be  no  safety  for  them  in  Boston,  considering  the  temper  of  the 
people  ;  on  Monday  morning   early,  they  sent  a  card  to  the 
governor,  to  let  him  know  that  they  were  going  on  board    the 
Ivomney,  and  desired  his  orders  for  their  reception  at  the  castle, 
which  lie  readily  gave.     They  repaired  first  on  board  the  man  of 
xvar,  and  then  proceded  from  thence  to  the  castle.    1  he  collec- 
tor and  comptroller,  and  most  of  the  other  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms Vv-ithdre\v,  either  then  or  afterward.  [13.]    On  the  Mon- 
day morning  large  numbers  of  people  were  gathered  together,  and 
to  appearance  regularly  formed  into  parties,  under  their  different 
leaders,  in  several  parts  of  the  town.     If  they  meant  any  thing 
against  the  commissioners,  they  were  disappointed  by  their  hav- 
ing withdrawn.     In  the  afternoon  printed  tickets  were  put  up, 
notifying  a  meeting  of  the  sons  of  liberty  the  next  day  at  ten 
o'clock.     This  prevented  ail  mischief  in  the  evening,     [14.]  At 
^^le  appointed  time,  tliousands  of  the  lower  class  met ;  but  the 
^ay  being  rainy,  numbers  adjourned  to  Faneuil-hall,  and  there 
Ttgrccd  to  send  the  constables  about  to  notify  a  legal  town  meet- 
ing for  the  afternoon.     Little  else  was  do^ie  at  this  meeting,  but 
the  appointing  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  governor  with  a  pe- 
tition, the  receiving  his  answer,  writing  a  letter  to  a  friend,  and 
voting  such  instructions  as  they  thought  proper  to  their  represen- 
tatives.    The  common  talk  was  that  the  removal  of  the  sloop 
was  an  affront  to  the  town,  as  it  contained  an  insinuation,  that 
she  would  not  have  been  safe  if  left  at  the  vrharf  in  custody  of  a 
custom-house  officer.     It  was  asserted,  and  very  truely,  that  there 
had  been  no  rescue  lately ;  but  an  invincible  reason  existed  for 
it,  as  no  seizure  had  been  lately  made.     When  captain  Malcolm, 
more  that  a  year  and  a  half  back,  opposed  in  an  armed  manner, 
the  officers  attempting  to  search  his  house,   such  a  number  of 
people  assembled  about  it,  when  he  had  got  the  officers  out  and 
•■shut  his  gates  against  them,  that  they  were  glad  to  retreat  v>^ith- 
outdoing  their  business.     This  defiance  tlie  of  law  passed  unno- 
ticed and  unpunished,  so  that  tlic  officers  never  afterward  attempt- 
ed to  make  a  seizure,  although  informations  were  not  wanting, 
until  the  present  time,  when  they  were  ordered  by  their  superi- 
ors.    About  a  month  after,  a  schooner  was  seized  for  having 
thirty  hogsheads  of  molasses  on  board,  and  was  left  at  the  wharf 
in  custody  of  two  custom-house  officers.   July  the  eighth  at  night, 
thirty  men  boarded  her,  conlined  th?:  ofiiccrs  to  the  cabin,  and 
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carried  off  the  molasses.  Tlic  town's-pcoplc  were  clissallsfied  Uiat 
their  declarations  concerlng  the  sloop  Liberty,  Uiat  she  would 
have  been  safe  if  left  at  the  wharf,  should  bo  so  soon  falsified^ 
The  select  men  sent  for  the  master,  and  ordered  him  to  return 
the  molasses  directly  under  i)ain  of  the  displeasure  of  the  town^ 
It  was  im.mediately  done,  and  the  molasses  put  on  board  again, 
the  day  after  it  was  conveyed  awav. 

The  day  before  tlie  town  meeting  of  June  the  fourteenth,  tt 
eonniiittee  of  both  houses  was  appointed  to  iiKjuire  into  the  state 
of  the  province.  When  tl.iey  made  their  report,  [30.]  in  speak- 
ing oftheaffairon  Friday  the  tenth,  tliey  said,  "Tlie  seizure  oc- 
casioned a  number  of  people  to  be  collected,  who,  from  the  vio- 
lence and  unprecedentednessof  the  procedure  in  carrying  off  the 
vessel,  i<V.  took  occasion  to  insult  and  abuse  the  officers,  and  to 
commit  other  disorders,  Kc. — Resolved,  that  though  the  extra- 
ordinary circumstances  of  said  seizure  may  extenuate  the  crimi-- 
nality,  yet  being  of  a  very  criminal  nature,  and  of  dangerous- 
consequence,  the  two  houses  delare  their  utter  abhorrence  and 
detestation  of  them  and  resolve  that  the  governor  be  desired"  to- 
direct  the  attorney-general  to  prosecute  all  persons  concerned  ii>; 
tlie  said  riot,  and  that  a  proclamation  be  issued,  offering  a  re- 
ward for  making  discovery,  so  as  the  rioters  or  abettors  may  be 
brought  to  condign  punishment."  Neither  rioters  not  abettors^ 
iiad  any  thing  to  fear  from  either  proclamation  or  prosecution  ;, 
and  knev/  themselves  to  be  perfectly  safe,  notwithstanding  the- 
report ;  but  the  politicians  saw  itvv'as  expedient  to  say  somethings 
to  save  appearances,  and  well-meaning  persons  might  join  tliem^ 
in  the  simplicity  of  their  hearts,  believing  that  the  others  intend- 
ed  their  words  should  be  productive  of  the  events  to  which  they 
seemingly  pointed.  At  the  sitting  of  the  superior  court  in  Au- 
gust, the  grand  jury  was  found  to  have  among  them  several  oF 
the  abettors  of  the  Boston  rioters,  and  particularly  the  fomous- 
captain  Malcolm,  a  circumstance  that  necessarily  quashed  all  in- 
formations and  prosecutions,  as  it  strongly  foreboded  their  issue^ 

The  council  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Hillsborough  insinuated,  that 
the  commissioners  had  concerted  a  plan,  with  tlie  design  oi  rais- 
ing a  distmbance  by  the  seizure  of  the  sloop  Liberty.  'I  he  in- 
sinuation must  be  placed  to  the  ill  will  they  bore  to  the  commis- 
sioners, more  than  to  any  thing  beside.  On  the  twenty-nintli 
of  July,  they  said,  "  The  commissioners  wvxc  not  obliged  to' 
quit  the  town  ;  there  never  had  been  any  insult  offered  to  ihcm; 
their  quitting  the  town  was  a  voluntary  act  of  their  own  ;  we 
do  not  apprehend  there  was  any  sufficient  ground  for  their  quit- 
ting it."  But  it  appears  from  a  nianuscript  in  Mr.  Hutchinson''^ 
IxikR^  writing,   that  the  commissioners  applied,  December  the 

nineteenth^ 
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nineteenth,  to  each  of  the  four  judges  of  the  superior  court  se- 
parately for  their  opinions  upon  four  questions  ;  and  that  after 
having  conferred  together,  they  were  unanimously  of  opinion, 

"  1  hat  from  the  spirit  which  had  becnsxcited  in  the  populace 
against  all  the  commissioners  of  the  customs,  Mr.  Temple  ex- 
cepted, they  could  not  have  remained  long  in  safety  at  Boston 
after  the  seizure  of  the  sloop  Liberty,  but  would  have  been  in 
great  danger  of  violence  to  their  persons  and  properties  from  a 
mob,  which,  at  that  time,  it  was  generally  expected  would  be 
raised  for  that  purpose  : 

"  That  government  was  insufficient  to  restrain,  suppress  or 
punish  the  several  mobs,  which  had  been  assembled  since  the 
fourteenth  of  August,  17G5  ;  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
missioners retiring  to  the  castle,  there  was  no  probability  that  the 
same  authority  could  have  had  any  greater  force  : 

"  That  they  could  not  have  returned  to  town,  and  executed 
their  commission  with  safety,  at  any  time  after  they  withdrew, 
before  the  arrival  of  his  majesty's  troops  : 

*•'  And  that  they  knew  of  no  better  measure  that  they  could 
have  taken,  than  retiring  to  Castle  WiUiam." 

Mr.  Temple  was  excepted,  for  he  was  not  obnoxious  to  the 
populace,  being  averse  to  the  estabHshment  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners, which  lessoned  both  his  salary  and  his  power.  He  wish- 
ed the  dissolution  of  it  and  to  be  restored  to  his  former  place  of 
surveyor  general  of  the  customs.  Though  the  rest  of  the  com- 
missioners could  not  have  returned  to  have  executed  their  com- 
mission v/ith  safety,  they  might  most  probably  have  returned  and 
been  safe,  had  they  declined  executing  the  same,  which  however 
was  not  to  be  expected.  They  continued  at,  but  were  not  confin- 
ed to  the  castle.  They  rode  adout  the  country  at  pleasure,  with- 
out any  interuption  from  the  people. 

[June  15.]  The  commissioners  wrote  to  general  Gage,  co- 
lonel Dalrymple,  and  commodore  Hood,  desiring  troops  to  sup- 
port them  in  their  office.  Whatever  this  application  might  con- 
tribute toward  the  sending  of  them,  yet  it  certainly  did  not  give 
rise  to  it.  Measures  had  been  taken  to  procure  them  long  be- 
fore. Mr.  Paxtojiy  when  in  London  the  preceding  year,  told 
Mr.  Bollan  repeatedly,  that  Mr.  Hutehinson  and  some  other  of 
his  friends  were  of  opinion,  that  standing  troops  were  necessary 
to  support  the  authority  of  the  government  at  Boston  ;  and  that 
he  was  authorised  to  inform  him  of  this  their  opinion.  Most 
probably  he  was  autliorised  to  inform  others  also.  Mr.  Bollan 
was  against  sending  troops,  and  when  there  was  a  talk  of  doing 
it,  endeavoured  to  prevent  it,  and  freely  related  to  a  gentleman 
of  coosiderabk  iAflu^nge,  \Yhat  some  gf  the  principal  merchants 

said; 
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said,  that  they  who  sliould  send  over  the  standing  troops,  would 
-certiunly  be  cursed  to  all  posterity.''-  But  the  disposition  o£ 
some  to  try  the  experiment  v/as  strengthened  by  u  letter  from  the 
commissioners  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  received  before  the 
riot  happened;  and  rendered  efficacious  upon  the  arrival  of  go- 
vernor BcrnanV?.  letters  at  the  secretary's  office,  especially  that 
of  March,  giving  an  aggravated  detailed  account  of  a  terrible 
disturbance  on  tiic  joyous  anniversary  of  the  repeal  of  tiic  stamp 
act,  w^hich  general  Gage,  in  his  letter  of  October  to  Lord  Hills'* 
borough,  declared,  from  the  best  intelligence  he  could  procure, 
to  have  been  trifling.  When  the  uiatter  came  to  be  considered, 
it  was  agreed  to  send  troops  to  Boston.  Accordingly,  Lord 
llillsboroughy  in  his  secret  and  confidential  letter  to  Gen.  Gage^ 
[June  8.]  vvTote,  "  I  am  to  signify  to  you  his  majesty's  pleasure, 
that  you  do  forthwith  order  one  regiment,  or  such  force  as  you 
shail  think  necessary,  to  Boston,  to  be  quartered  in  that  town, 
gaid  to  give  every  legal  assistance  to  the  civil  magistrate,  in  the 
preservation  of  the  public  peace,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  reve-* 
nue,  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  trade  and  revenue  ;  and  as 
this  appears  to  be  a  service  of  a  delicate  nature,  and  possibly 
leading  to  consequences  not  easily  foreseen,  I  am  directed  by  thcs 
king  to  recommend  to  you  to  make  choice  of  an  officer  for  the 
command  of  those  troops,  upon  whose  prudence,  resolution  and 
integrity,  you  can  entirely  rely."  And  on  the  eleventh,  he  in- 
formed the  governor,  that  his  majesty,  from  the  representation 
made  by  him  and  the  commissioners  of  the  customs,  had  directed 
one  regiment  at  least  to  be  stationed  in  Boston,  and  to  garrison, 
and  (if  necessary]  to  repair  the  castle  ;  and  had  ordered  a  frigate^ 
two  sloops,  and  two  cutters  to  repair  to,  and  remain  in  the  har« 
hour  of  Boston,  for  supporting  and  assisting  the  officers  of  the 
customs  in  the  execution  of  their  duty.  His  lordship's  letter  to* 
Gage  being  dated  two  days  before  the  riot  occasioned  by  the 
seizure  of  the  sloop  Liberty,  the  order  contained  in  it,  could  not 
possibly  be  founded  on  such  riot ;  though  the  riot,  with  the  sub- 
sequent transactions  of  the  town,  might  be  related  as  a  reasoi* 
in  the  resolves  afterward  drav/n  up,  exhibiting  the  necessity  ol: 
sending  a  military  force  to  Boston.  But  persons  in  office  are  lia- 
ble to  fall  into  mistakes,  through  the  multiplicity  and  hurry  of 
business,  and  for  want  of  due  consideration  or  better  intelligence. 
In  this  way  you  may  account  for  his  lordship's  signing  a  circular 
letter,  [Sept.  2.]  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Bhodc-Islancl^ 
to  the  following  purpose — "  Gentlemen,  the  king  having  ob-- 
served,  that  the  governors  of  his  colonics   have,  upon  sever«i| 

*  Mr.  Bollaa's  letter  to  Mr,  Hutchinson?  AuguR  ii|  I7<>7* 
Vol.  L  '^  occasion?, 
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-occasions,  taken  upon  them  to  communicate  to  their  councils- 
and  assemblies,  either  the  whole  or  parts  of  letters  from  his  ma- 
jesty's principal  secretary  of  state,  Ihave  it  in  command  to  sig- 
nify, that  it  IS  his  majesty's  pleasure  that  you  do  not,  upon  any 
pretence  whatever,  communicate  to  the  assembly,  any  copies  or 
extracts  of  such  letters,  unless  you  have  his  majesty's  particular 
directions."  This  was  soon  published  in  the  Providence  Gazette 
after  being  received.  That  colony  chooses  its  own  governor  an- 
nually and  he  has  neither  right  nor  power  to  with-hold  frorai 
the  assembly  copies  of  any  such  letters.  Upon  another  occasion 
his  lordship  gave  orders  to  the  governor  of  Pennsyhama,  in  case 
the  assembly  did  not  act  conformable  to  what  was  expected,  im- 
mediately to  dissolve  them  ;  whereas  it  is  the  inherent  privilege 
of  that  house  to  set  on  their  own  adjournments ;  and  tlie  gover- 
nor has  no  power  to  dissolve  them. 

[Nov.  3.]  A  month  after  the  arrival  of  the  troops  at  Bostm 
Mr;  Hancock  was  served  with  a  precept  for  £.9000  sterling,  by 
the  -marshal  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  l^he  marshal  having  ar- 
rested him,  demanded  bailfor  ^'.3000.  Five  othergentlemen  were 

arrested  for  the  like  sum.     He  and  the  five  others  gave  bail. 

The  commissioners  prosecuted  the  supposed  owner,  and  each 
person  they  imagined  concerned  in  unloading  the  wines,  for  the 
value  of  the  whole  cargo  and  treble  damages.  The  vessel  seized 
was  restored  after  a  long  detention;  and  the  suits  in  the  courts  of 
admiralty  dropped,  March  the  twenty-sixth,  1769,  by  a  declara^ 
tion  from  the  king's  advocate,  that  his  majesty  would  prosecute 
HO  further.  It  was  idle  to  think  of  supporting  the  prosecutio^i 
by  sufficient  evidence.^  Want  of  inclination  or  fear  would  pre- 
vent witnesses  appearing,  and  corruption  v/ould  procure  counter- 
evidence  from  men  of  no  principle,  who  would  justiliy  themselves 
from  the  prosecution's  being  built  upon  acts  of  parliament,  tx> 
which  they  supposed  th^  colonies  owed  no  obedience  ;  and  would 
plead,  as -in  too  many  instances  is  done  at  home,  that  it  is  not 
he  who  takes,  but  he  who  imposes  the  oath,  v/ho  is  charoeable 
with  the  cnm.e  of  swearing  falsely.  The  law  would  iiot"allo^;v 
the  prosecuted  any  costs  or  damages.  In  this  case  the  allowance- 
would  have  been  unreasonable ;  the  innocence  of  the  parties^ 
could  not  have  been  urged  in  its  behalf. 

The  coionistscould  not  overlook  the  good  effects  produced  by 
the  former  non-importation  agreement ;  and  were  earnest  fop. 
playing  off  the  same  engine  against  the  new  attempts  of  ministry,, 
to  saddle  them  with  the  payment  of  taxes.  About  the  beginning;, 
of  April,  several  gentlemen  of  Boston  and  New-York,  wrote  to 
others  at  Philadelp/iia,  in  order  to  learn,  whether  they  would- 
U'lute  With  them  in  stopping  the  importation  of  goods  fi'om  Grcat-^ 
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^riVtf/rt,unt!.lcertam  acts  of  parliament  should  be  repealed,  whitb^, 
were  thought  to  be  injurious  to  their  rights,  as  freemen  and  Brit- 
ish subjects.    A  numerou-i  meeting  of  mereiiants  followed,  vvhea 
an  address  was  read  to  them,  it  set  forth  the  claims  of  the  colo- 
nics, and  then  went  into  an  enumeration  of  gri.!vances,  which  the 
colonists  liad  long  borne,  and  seemed  willing  to  forget,  had  they 
Hot  been  alarmed  afresh  by  the  late  proceedings  ot  tlic  ministry... 
I'he  address  remarked,  that,  in  the  a<:t  obliging  the  several  as.sem^ 
biies  to  provide  quarters  for  the  soldiers,   ike.  a  power  is  grant- 
ed to  every  officer,  upon  obtaining  a  warrant  from  any  justice 
(which  warrant  the  justice  is  empowered  and  ordered  to  grant, 
withoutany  previous  oath)  to  break  into  any  house  by  day  or  by 
night,  under  pretence  (these  are  the  words  of  the  act)  of  search- 
inS  for  deserters.     It  pointed  out  to  Uiem  the  danger  they  were- 
infof  having  erected  over  them  a  despotic  government,  to  rule 
them  as  slaves.     It  called   upon  them  to  deliberate,  by  what 
means  they  might  defend  their  rights  and  liberties,  a«d  obtain  a 
repeal  of  the  obnoxious  acts.     It  urged  them  to  join  in  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  their  brethren  of  ^o<s•^;^  and  Ne-jo-York ;  and 
closed  with  "  United  we  conquer,  dhidcd  zn^e  die/'   The  Pcnnsyl-^- 
vania  merchants  agreed  with  the  other  colonies  in  opinion,  that" 
the  revenue  acts  were  unconstitutional ;  but  declined  adoptingthe- 
non-importation  agreement,  as  they  believed  it  to  be  premature. 
They  knew  that  multitudes  in  Great-Britain  would  suffer  much 
by  a  suspension  of  trade  with  her,  whenever  it  should  be  carried 
into  execution  ;  and  judged  that  it  ought  not  to  be^madc  use  of- 
but  as  the  last  and  most  certain  remedy,  when  petitions  proved- 
ineffectual.    They  saw  clearly  that  the  acts  were  manifestly  inju- 
rious to  tne  British  trade,  and  hoped  the  parliament  would  there- 
fore find  it  expedient  to  repeal  them  ;  and  were  willing  to  allow 
a  proper  timcVor  the  repeals  being  effected.   These  reasons  in-- 
duced  them  to  refuse  complying  with  the  solicitations  of  their- 
neighbours.     But  the  merchants  and  traders  of  Philadelphia  a- 
greed  upon  a  memorial,  wherein  they  stated  their  grievancesy. 
which  was  transmitted  to  their  mercantile  friends  in  London,  on 
whose  assistance  they  relied  for  an  application  to  government, 
for  relief ;  and  this  they  hoped  to  obtain  as  to  some  of  the  chief, 
though  it  might  not  be  all  the  articles  of  complaint. 

But  the  Boston  merchants  and  traders  having  been  drawn  in, 
partly  by  their  connections  with  the  politicians  and  the  tear  ot  op- 
posing the  popular  stream,  agreed  upon  a  new  subscription  pa- 
per, [Aug.  i.]  wherein  they  engaged  as  follows  :—"  We  will  not 
send  for  or  import  from  Great-Britain,  either  upon  our  own  ac- 
count, or  upon  commissions,  this  fail,  any  other  goods  than  what 
are  already  ordered- for  the  fall  supply.''— "  We  will  not  send  foi: 

or 
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or  import  any  kind  of  goods  or  merchandise  from  Great-Britain, 
^c.  from  the  lirst  of  January,  1169,  to  the  hrst  of  January,  mo, 
except  salt,  coals,  lish-hooks  and  lines,  hemp  and  duck,  bar  lead 
and  shot,  wool-cards  and  card-wire."—"  We  vvill  not  purchase 
of  any  factor  or  others,  any  kind  of  goods  imported  from  Great- 
IBritain,   from  January,  176.9,  to  January,  1770."—*'  We  will 
not  import  on  our  own  account,  or  on  commissions,  or  purchase 
of  any,  who  shall  import  from   any  other  colony  in  America, 
from  January,  1769,  to   January,  1770,  any  tea,  glass,  paper  or 
other  goods  commonly  imported  from  Great-Britain. "^ — "  We 
will  not,  from  and  after  the  first  of  January,  1769,  import  intf> 
this  province  any  tea,  paper,  glass,  or  painters  colours,^  until  the 
act  imposing  duties  on  those  articles  shall  be  repealed."     The 
subscription  paper  was  carried  about  town  ;    and,  at  length,  ge- 
3ierally  signed,  though  several  respectable  merchants  remained 
non-subscribers.  The  same  month  the  Connecticut  and  NexM)-York 
merchants  came  into  similar  agreements  ;  and  those  of  Salein,  the 
beginning  of  September.    Some  merchants  had  undoubtedly  the 
foresight  to  provide  for   an  abstinence  from   importation  for  a 
year,  by  unusually  large  orders. 

A  report  having  been  spread  that  governor  Bernard  had  inti- 
mated his  apprehensions  that  one  or  more  regiments  were  to  be 
daily  expected  at  Boston,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  called, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  v/ait  on  him  to  know  the  grounds 
of  his  apprehensions,  and  to  pray  him  to  issue  precepts  forthwith 
for  convening  a  general  assembly^    He  acknowledged  his  having 
Teceived  those  informations  whicli  produced  such  apprehensions, 
but  said  they  were  of  a  private  nature.     The  calling  of  another 
assembly  he  told  them  couid  not  be  complied  with,  till  his  ma- 
jesty's commands  were  received.  The  answer  being  reported,  it 
was  resolved,    "  That  the  freeholders,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Boston,  will,  at  the  peril  of  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
take  all  legal  and  constitutional  measures  to  defend  all  and  singu- 
lar the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  and  immunities,  granted  in  their 
xoyal  charter."    It  was  also  declared  to  be  the  opinion  of  those 
present,  *'  That  a  suitable  number  of  persons  to  act  for  them  as  a 
committee  in  convention,  with  such  as  may  be  sent  to  join  them 
from  the  other  towns,  should  be  now  chosen,  in  order  that  such 
measures  maybe  consulted  and  advised,  as  his  majesty's  service^ 
and  the  safety  of  the  province  may  require."  It  was  then  voted, 
*'  That  the  select  men  of  Boston  should  write  to  the  select  men  of 
the  other  towns,  to  acquaint  them  with  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
and  to  propose,  that  a  convention  be  held  at  Vanueil-hall   in 
Boston,  on  the  twenty-second  instant."  It  was  afterward  voted, 
f^  That,  as  there  is  an  apprehension,  in  the  n?Jnds,  of  many,  of  an 
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approaching  war  with  France,  those  inhabilanLs  v/ho  are  not  pro- 
viiL'tl,  be  requested  to  furnish  themselves  forthwith  witl:  arms. 
[Sept.   22.]  The  convention^  consisting  of  committees  from 
ninety-six  towns  and  eight  districts,  met  as  proposed  ;  and  after 
conference  and  consultation,  petitioning  the  governor,  declaring 
that  they  only  considered  themselves  as  private  persons,  making 
loyal  }>rv)fessions,  expressing  their  aversion  to  standing  armies,  to 
tumults  and  disorders,  their  readiness  to  assist  in  suppressing  riots 
and  preserving  the  peace,  and  recommending  patience  and  regard 
to  good  order,  they  broke  up  and  went  home  on  Thursday  the 
twenty-ninth.     Advice  was   received  the  day  before,  that  tiie 
men  of  war  and  transports  from  Halifax,  with  some  hundreds  of 
troops,  were  safe  arrived  at  Nantaskec  harbour,  a  tev/  miles  below 
Castle  William.     Two  days  before  the  convention  closed,  they 
dispatched  a  letter  to  Mr.  ^6^rc//,  containing  a  representation  of 
what  had  taken  place,  with  such  papers  and  instructions  as  were 
judged  most  suitable  to  the  circumstances  of  their  assemhly. 

When  the  news  was  lirst  received  of  troops  being  ordered  to 
Boston,  broad  hints  were  thrown  out  that  they  should  never  land ; 
and  to  strengthen  the  appearance  of  an  intention  to  oppose 
them,  a  barrel  was  placed  upon  tlic  beacon,  supposed  to  be  a  tar 
barrel,  to  have  been  fired  to  call  in  the  country  upon  the  troops 
appearing,  which  was  afterwards  found  to  be  an  empty  nail 
barrel.  Many  of  the  deputies  came  down  to  the  convention, 
with  instructions  and  dispositions  to  prevent  the  Eostonians  in- 
volving the  province  in  the  fatal  consequences  of  their  ov/n  fuvi-  • 
ous  devices.  Numbers  were  from  the  beginning  sensible  of  the 
impropriety  and  danger  of  their  proceeding,  and  desirous  by  a 
moderate  conduct,  to  correct  the  one  and  ward  off  the  other.  * 
llie  governor's  message  to  them  after  their  address,  was  high,  and 
might  tend  to  keep  some  of  them  in  awe,  as  the  troops  were 
thought  to  be  at  no  great  distance.  When  Mr.  0//.?joined  them, 
instead  of  being  violent  he  was  quite  moderate  :  and  when  Mr. 
Scunud  Adams  attempted  to  -launch  out  into  the  same  free  and 
unrestrained  language  to  which  he  was  accustomed  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  lie  was  presently  silenced. 

The  convention  having  finished  in  the  above  manner,  the  per- 
sons just  named  assumed  to  themselves  the  moderation  ot  those 
whom  they  called  together  for  very  different  purposes.  The  go- 
vernor himself  was  not  always  wholly  ignorant  of  what  was  go- 
ing forward  among  the  sons  of  liberty,  lie  kept  up  an  acquaint- 
ance with  some  of  them,  and  by  that  means,  at  times,  procured 
useful  intelligence,  while  he  gave  his  informers  the  strongest  as- 
surance that  their  names  should  not  be  quoted,  nor  any  commu- 
rication  be  made  of  it,  which  could  make  them  suspected.   To^ 

much 
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much  occasion  was  given  for  this  paragraph,  which  soon  after 
appeared  in  the  New-York  Journal.  ''I  blame  the  Bostonians 
for  having  given  some  room  for  the  idle  reports  of  their  design- 
ing to  oppoi^e  the  landing  of  the  troops,  by  the  ridiculous  pufFand? 
bombast  (for  which  our  eastern  brethren  have  always  been  too 
famous)  of  warning  every  nrdn  to  provide  himself  with  a  good 
firelock,  ammunition,  &c.  under  the  disingenuous  Jesuitical  pre- 
tence af  the  prospect  of  a  French  war,  full  as  absurd  and  hypo- 
critical as  is  the  pretence  of  a  military  establishment  in  America 
for  its  protection  and  defence." 

When  the  troops  from  Halifax  were  daily  expected,  the  go- 
vernor would  have  prevailed  upon  the  council  to  have  provided 
quarters  for  them  in  Boston,  but  they  refused  ;  and^  in  answer  to 
what  he  advanced,-  said,  "  the  troops  are  by  act  of  parliament, 
to  be  quartered  no  where  else  but  in  the  bar-racks,  until  they  are 
full:  there  are  barracks  enough  at  the  castle  to  hold  both  the  re- 
giments ;  and  it  is  therefore  against  the  act  to  bring  any  of  then> 
into  town."  However,  the  orders  of  general  Gr/^e  to  lieutenant- 
colonel  Dairy mplc  were  positive  to  land  one  of  them  at  Boston* 
But  in  the  interim,  captain  Montresor,  the  engineer  arrived, 
with  kttcrc  of  a  subsequent  date,  from  general  Gage,  k.r  theg,:^- 
vernor  and  the  colonel,  wherein  the  general  rnentioiiCd,  tnat  ^it- 
being  reported  and  believed  from  a  number  of  private  letters  and 
the  publications,  that  the  people  in  and  about  Boston  had  revolt- 
ed, he  had  therefore  sent  the  captain  to  assist  the  forces,  and  en- 
able them  to  recover  and  maintain  ih^  castle,-  and  such  otner- 
posts  as  they  could  secure.-  Upon  this  the  colonel  «.iLercd  his 
plan,  and  concluded  to  land  both  regiments  at  Boston  without 
loss  of  time.  The  fleet  therefore  was  immediately  put  nta 
motion,  and  the  next  morning  commanded  the  whoie  town. — - 
Every  thing  being  fully  prepared,  near  upon  fourteen'-'-  ships  of 
vr^v  lying  with  their  broadsides  to  the  town,  having  springs  on 
their  cables,  and  their  guns  rerdy  for  tiring  instantly  upon  the 
place,  in  case  of  the  least  opposition ;  about  one  o'clock  at 
noon,  October  the  first,  the  troops  began  landing,  unaer  cover 
of  the  ships  cannon,  without  molestation  j  and  having  eftccted 
it.  marched  into  the  common,  with  muskets  charged,  bayonets 
iixed,  drums  beating,  lifes  playing,  &g.  making  with  liie  train 
of  artillery,  upward  of  700  men.  In  the  evening,  the  select 
men  were  required  to  quarter  the  two  regiments  in  town,  but 
absolutely  refused.  One  of  the  regiments,  however,  being  with- 

*  The  Lancefton  of  40  guns,  the  Mermaid  of  28,  Glafgow  ao,  Beaver 
M»  Senegal  14,  Bonctta  10,  and  feveral  armed  jchooners,  befides  ihe  Rom- 
cey  ©f  6oguas,  and  other  Ihips  which  had  been  feme  time  in  the  harbour. 
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out  their  camp  equipage,  was  humanely  permitted  to  enter  ¥jl-- 
iieuil-hall  and  its  ciianibers,  about  nine  o'clock  at  night,  that  Sf> 
tlie  men  might  enjoy  a  temporary  shelter.  The  next  being  Lord's 
day,  the  town  or  state-house  was  opened  in  the  evening,  by  order 
of  the  governor,  for  the  reception  of  the  troops,  who  took  pos- 
session of  all  tlie  chambers,  except  the  one  appropriated  for  the 
meeting  of  the  council.     He  certainly  stretched  his  authority  in 
several  points ;  but  particularly  in  thus  acting.     I'his  step  was 
an  insult  not  only  to  the  town,  as  it  was  a  great  anRoyance  to 
the  gentlemen  and  mcrchajits,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  make 
the  lower  tioor  their  exchange,  but  to  the  whole  colony,  as  the 
representatives  chamber  was  now  possessed  by  the  soldiery.  After 
tlie  quarters  of  the  troops  were  settled,  the  main-guard  was  post- 
ed directly  opposite  to,  and  not  twelve  yards  from  tiic  state-house 
with  two  field  pieces  pointed  to  it.     It  was  wiih  no  small  indig- 
nation that  the  people  beheld  the  representatives  cliambcr,  court- 
house, and  Faneuil-hall — seats  of  freedom  and  justice — occupied 
by  troops,  and  guards  placed  at  the  doors,  and  the  council  pass- 
ing through  the  guards  in  going  to  theiv  ow^n  chamber.     Th«y 
resented  also  the  common's  being  covered  with  tents,  and  alive 
with  soldiers  ;  their  marchings  and  counter-marchings  to  relieve- 
the  guards;  the  tow^n's  being  a  perfect  garrison,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants being  challenged  by  the  sentinels,  as  they  passed  and  repass- 
ed.    Persons  devoutly  inclined,  complained  much  of  being  dis- 
turbed at  public  worship  on  the  sabbaths,  with  drums  beating, 
and  fifes  playmg,  to  which  tliey  had  never  been  accustomed  in 
the  Massachusetts.     Quarters  being  obtained  for  the  troops,  the- 
council  were  required  to  provide  barrack  provisions  for  them, 
agreeable  to  act  of  parliament ;  butresolutely  declined  going  in- 
to any  measure  which  might  be  construed  into  a  submission  ta 
the  said  act.     The  opposition  of  the  council  to  the  quartering  of, 
and  providing  for  the  troops,  was  so  encouraged  and  strengthen- 
ed by  Mr.  James  Bowdoin,  who  was  one  ot  them,  that  Mi\  Iluf^ 
chtnson,  in  his  letter  of  November  6,  ascribed  the  whole  to  his^ 
management.     It  was  thought  that  the  peaceable  landing  of  the 
troops  w^as  not  what  some  of  the  ministry  either  expected  or  de- 
sired ;  and  that  they  were  in  hopes,  that  the  folly  and  rage  of  the 
town  and  colony  would  have  led  them  into  an  hostile  opposition^ 
and  thereby  have  afforded  an  opportunity  for  giving  them  some 
naval  and  military  correction.     Under  this  apprehension,  the 
gentleman  who   delivered  the  first  dispatches  from   governor 
Bernard,  containing  the  account  of  the  troops  having  landed,  6cc.> 
narrowly  watched  the  countenance  and  conduct  of  the  person. 
who  read  them,  and  w^as  confirmed  in  such  opinion.     But  had 
>*e  not  possessed  that  opinion,  it  might  not  have  been  excitedby 
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what  he  observed.  The  sentiments  of  the  military  differed  so 
extremely  from  those  of  the  Bostoiiians,  who  were  unjustly  view- 
ed as  rehellioiisly  inclined,  that  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
they  were  insulted  and  abused,  and  that  quarrels  should  ensue, 
tho'  they  did  not  proceed  soon  to  a  dangerous  height.  Undoubt- 
edly the  inhabitants  could  not  be  contmualiy  blameless;  there 
ivould  necessarily  be  some  rash  and  imprudent  persons  among  such 
a  multitude  ;  but  the  greatest  rashness  and  imprudence  lay  in  the 
sending  of  troops  on  a  service  which  could  have  been  effectually 
and  better  executed  by  a  naval  force  properly  stationed  and  em- 
ployed. Ships  of  war  might  have  possessed  the  harbour  till  the 
commissioners  could  have  executed  their  office  with  safety. 

The  committee  of  merchants  in  London  paid  a  due  attention 
to  the  memorial  sent  them  by  the  merchants  and  traders  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  took  pains  to  obtain  relief  from  the  grievances 
therein  complained  of,  though  without  effect.    The  department 
to  which  they  applied,  afforded  little  hopes  of  redress  in  a  w^ay 
that  might  put  an  end  to  the  differences  that  had  arisen  between 
Great-Britain  and  her  American  colonies.     The  act  imposing 
duties  on  glass,  paper,  &c.  was  acknowledged  to  be  inexpedient; 
but  it  was  added,  *'  Such  has  been   the  unjustifiable  conduct  of 
some  in  America,  that  the  present  juncture  is  not  a  proper  season 
for  a  repeal."     Administration  was  firmly  resolved  to  oppose  it 
with  their  utmost  strength,  while  it  should  be  insisted  on  by  threats 
on  the  part  of  the  colonists,  for  in  that  light  they  consider  the 
steps  which  had  been  taken  by  them  to  obtain  redress      It  was 
said,  "  If  a  proper  disposition  appears  in  the  colonies,  and  their 
merchants,  in  a  succeeding  session,  shall  think  proper  to  petition 
parliament  on  the  principle  of  expediency  only,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  no  part  of  administration  will  object  to  the 
repeal."     But  the  minister  did  not  declare  what  was  the  proper 
disposition  he  expected.  No  sooner  were  the  Philadelphians  ap- 
prised, by  the  receipt  of  this  information,  that  no  hope  remain- 
ed of  a  repeal  in  that  session,  than  they  unanimously  entered  in- 
to the  very  agreement,  which  some  months  before,  when  pro- 
posed to  them,  they  had  declined  ;  and  it  was  their  opinion,  that 
as  the  agreement  had  been  formed  on  mature  deliberation,  the 
people  of  the  province  would  firmly  adhere  to  it.     Of  this  they 
gave  notice  to  the  committee  of  merchants  in  London,  by  letter 
of  April  8,   1769.     In  that  letter,  remarking  upon  the  informa- 
tion they  had  received,  they  wrote — "It  would  become  persons 
in  pov/er  to  consider,  whether  even  the  unjustifiable  behavior 
of  those  who  think  themselves  aggrieved,  will  justify  a  persever- 
ance in  a  matter  confessed  to  be  wrong.     Certain  it  is,  that  the 
wisdom  cf  govermrient  is  better:  manifested,  its  honor  and  autho- 
rity 
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rity  better  maintained  and  supported,  by  correcting  tbc  errors  it 
may  bave  committed,  tban  by  j)ersisting  in  tliem,  and  tbercby 
risking  tbc  loss  of  tbc  subjects  afleetions.  We  are  apprcbcnsive 
tliat  persons  in  power  are  greatly  abused,  and  that  tbe  people  o£ 
America  bavc  been  grossly  misrepresented,  otherwise  tbe  steps 
wbicb  they  have  taken  to  obtain  redress,  could  never  be  looked 
upon  as  threats.  Threats  tbey  never  intended  ;  but  as  all  the 
American  colonics  were  equally  affected,  it  was  thought  that 
their  joint  petitions  would  bave  more  weight ;  and  for  this  end 
tbe  several  assemblies  communicated  their  sentiments  to  caclt 
other.  Tbis  step,  to  tbe  inexpressible  surprise  of  all  America,  is 
represented  as  *'  a  flagitious  attempt,  a  measure  of  a  most  dan- 
gerous and  factious  tendency,  he.  The  dissolution  of  assemblies 
that  followed,  and  tbe  measures  pursued  to  enforce  the  acts  ia 
America,  awakened  the  fears,  and  exasperated  tbe  minds  of  the 
people  to  a  very  great  degree.  Tbey  tbercfore  determined  not: 
only  to  defeat  tbe  intent  of  tbe  acts,  by  refraining  from  the  use 
of  those  articles  on  which  duties  were  laid,  but  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  importation  of  goods  from  Great-Britain.  Ibis  is  the  only 
thrtat  we  know  of;  and  if  this  is  sufficient  to  engage  the  mi- 
nistry to  oppose  a  repeal  of  the  acts,  we  apprehend  the  ministry- 
must,  by  a  change  of  measures,  endeavour  to  regain  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people  before  they  can  be  induced  to  alter  their  de- 
terminations." 

'*  The  Americans  consider  themselves  as  British  subjects,  en- 
titled to  all  the  rigiits  and  privileges  of  freemen,  liiey  think; 
there  can  be  no  liberty  without  a  security  of  property ;  and 
that  there  can  be  no  property,  if  any  can,  without  their  con- 
sent, deprive  them  of  the  hard-earned  fruits  ot  their  labour. 
They  know  that  they  have  nochoice  in  the  election  of  the  m.em-. 
bers  of  parliament  ;  and  from  their  situation  never  can  have 
any.  Every  act  of  parliament  therefore,  that  is  made  for  raising- 
a  revenue  in  America,  is  in  their  opinion,  depriving  _tbein_o£ 
their  property  without  their  consent,  and  consequently  is  an  in- 
vasion of  their  Hberty." 

*'  If  then  the  acts  cannot  be  repealed  while  the  ministry  ob- 
jects, and  if  to  remove  the  objections  tbe  Americans  must  give 
up  their  sentiments,  we  must  candidly  confess  we  have  little 
hopes  of  a  repeal  ever  taking  place  ;  much  less  it  is  to  be  expect- 
ed, that  the  merchants  will  presume  to  petition  parliament  oa 
the  principle  of  inexpediency  only,  when  every  assembly  on  the 
continent  are  applying  for  a  repeal  on  the  principle  ot  ngJiL'' 

"  Happy  had  it  been  for  both  countries  it  the  idea  ot  raising 
taxes  in  America  had  never  been  started  ;  however,  if  the  acts 
complained  of  arc  repealed,  and  no  other  of  the  like  nature  arc 

Vol.  I.  Y  attempted 
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attempted  hereafter  the  present  unhappy  jealousies  will,  we 
believe,  quickly  subside,  and  the  people  of  both  countries  in  a 
short  time,  return  to  their  usual  good  humor,  confidence  and 
afFection." 

If  ministry  thought  that  the  resolves  of  the  house  of  lords,  the 
preceding  December,  would  have  put  a  stop  to  non-importation 
agreements  and  the  spirited  exertions  of  the  colonists,  they  sooa 
found  themselves  much  mistaken.  It  can  scarce  be  im.agiiied, 
but  that  some  of  the  Phiia^lelphia  gentlemen  had  received  the 
account  of  such  resolves  ;  for  the  above  letter  was  in  answer  to 
London  ones  of  Januaj^y  44;h  and  26th,  and  yet  they  proceeded 
as  has  been  related. 

The  resolve  censured  the  votes,  resolutions  and  proceedings 
©fthe  house  of  representatives  of  i\Iassac/msetiS  of  January  and 
February  ;  as  also  the  declarations,  resolutions  and  proceedings 
in  the  town  of  Boston,  They  pronounced  the  election  of  de- 
puties to  sit  in  convention,  and  the  meeting  of  such  convention^ 
daring  insults  offered  to  his  majesty's  authority,  and  audacious 
usurpations  of  the  powers  of  government.  The  lords  then  or- 
dered an  humble  address  to  be  presented  to  liis  majesty,  in  which 
they  expressed  their  satisfaction  in  the  measure  his  majesty  had 
pursued  ;  gave  him  the  strongest  assurances,  that  they  would  ef- 
iuGtually  support  him  in  such  further  ones  as  might  be  found  ne- 
cessary to  maintain  the  civil  magistrates,  in  a  due  execution  of 
the  laws,  within  the  Massachusetts  Bay  ;  and  beseeched  him  to- 
direct  the  governor  to  take  the  most  eilectual  methods  for  procur-^ 
ingthe  fullest  information-,  touching  all  treasons  committed  with- 
in that  government  since  the  30.th  of  December,  1767,  and  to 
transmit  the  same-,  with  the  names  of  the  persons  m.ost  active  in- 
the  commission  of  such  offences  ;  in  order  that  his  majesty  might" 
issue  a  special  commission  for  hearing  and  determining  the  said 
offences,  within  the  realm,  pursuant  to  the  statute  of  the  35th- 
year  of  llennj  VII I. 

The  resolutions  and- address  were  sent  down  to  the  house  of- 
commons  for  their  concurrence.     Colonel  Barre  opposed  them  ; 
anddirectingliimselftothe  ministry,  said,  "  Av/ay  with  these  par- 
tial resentful  trilies,  calculated  to  irritat-e,  not  to  quell  or  appease, 
inadequate  to  their  purpose,  umvorthy  of  us  J  Why  will  you  en- 
deavor to  deceive  yourselves  and  us  ?  You  know  that  it  is  not. 
this  place  only  that  disputes  your  right,  but  every  part.     They 
tell  you,  that  you  have  no  right  from  one  end  of  the  continent  - 
to  the  other.  My  sentiments  of  this  matter  you  well  know.  Con-^ 
sider  w^U  what  you  are  doing.     Act  openly  and  honestly.     Tell 
them  you  will  tax  them,  and  that   they  must  submit.     Do  not; 
adopt  tliis  little,   insidious^  f utile  plan.     Xiiey  will  despise  yo^^ 
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^jr  it."  However  onllic  ninth  of  February,  they  were  agreed 
to  and  returned  with  sonic  amendments  ;  and  tlie  address  wus  or- 
dered to  be  presented  to  both  liouscs.  'Ihe  Massachusetts,  with 
becoming  firmness^  constantly  asserted  their  rights,  which  drew 
down  upon  them  ministerial  vengeance.  They  had  no  general 
assembly  when  the  resolves  and  address  rcachwi  America,  the  last 
having  been  dissolved  for  refusing  to  comply  with  the  mandatii.. 
to  rescind,  and  the  time  appointed  by  charter  for  calling  another 
KOt  being  arrived.  But  the  /'/r.vi^'/^/it^  house  of  burgesses  entered 
upon  the  subject.  They  met  on  the  eighth  ofMay,and  on  the 
sixteenth  took  into  serious  consideration  the  state  of  thecoiony> 
being  alarmed  at  the  distress  in  which  all  America  was  likely  to 
be  involved.  They  came  to  several  necessary  resolutions,  copies 
of  which  they  gave  their  speaker,  with  particular  directions  Uj 
'ti'ansmit  them  without  delay  to  the  speakers  of  the  several  hou-* 
ses  of  assembly  on  the  ccntinent ;  wliose  concurrence  in  tl.cliki 
was  requested. 

The  resolves  express,  "  That  the  sole  right  of  imposing  taxes 
on  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  is  now,  and  ever  hath  been  le- 
gally and  constitutionally  vested  inthe  house  of  burgesses,  with 
consent  of  the  council,  and  of  the  king,  or  his  governor  for  the 
time  being— That  it  is  the  privilege  of  the  inhabitants  to  petition 
tlieir  sovereign  for  redress  of  grievances,  and  that  it  is  lawful  to 
procure  the  concurrence  of  his  majesty's  other  colonies  in  duti- 
tid  addresses,  praying  the  royal  interposition  in  favor  of  the  vi- 
olated rights  of  America — ^That  all  trials  for  treason,  misprison 
of  treason,  or  for  any  felony  or  crime  whatsoever,  committed  by 
any  person  residing  in  said  colony,  ought  to  be  in  and  before  his 
majesty'scourtsw^ithin  said  colony  ;  and  that  the  seizing  any  per- 
son residing  in  the  colony,  suspected  of  any  crim.e  wdiatsoevcr^ 
committed  therein  and  sending  such  person  to  places  beyond  the 
sea  to  be  tried,  is  highly  derogatory  of  the  rights  of  British  sub- 
jects, as  thereby  the  inestimable  privilege  of  being  tried  by  a  jury 
from  the  vicinage,  as  well  as  the  liberty  of  producing  witnesses 
on  such  trial,  will  be  taken  av^^ay  from  the  party  accused."  These 
resolutions  were  followed  by  a  humble  address  to  his  majesty, 
beseaching  his  royal  interposition  to  quiet  the  mindset  his  royal 
subjects  in  the  colony,- and  to  avert  those  dangers  and  miseries 
which  w^ill  ensue  from  seizing  and  carrying  beyond  sea  the  inha- 
bitants of  America,  to  be  tried  in  any  other  manner  than  b;'  the 
ancient  and  long  established  mode  of  proceeding. 

[May  17.]  I'he  next  day  Lord  Bottctoiirt  sent  for  them,  and 
said,"  Mr.  speaker,  and  gentlemen  of  the  house  of  burgesses,  1 
have  heard  of  your  resolves,  and  augur  ill  of  their  effects.  You. 
have  made  it  my  duty  to  dissclvc  you^  and  you  are  dissolved  ac- 

cordins'lv.'* 
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cordingly."  The  gentlemen  who  comj:^sed  the  house,  being, 
xeduced  by  the  dissolution  to  private  persons,  repaired  immedi- 
ately to  another  place,  that  so  they  might  consider  what  mea- 
sures were  proper  to  be  taken,  and  chose  the  late  speaker /*fj/- 
/o?i  Raudolpfi,  esq.  moderator. 

[18.]  They  entered  into  an  association  unanimously  [which 
ihey  subscribed  and  recommended  to  all  merchants,  gentlemen, 
traders  and  others]  against  importing  any  goods  taxed,  and  ma- 
Tiy  other  articles  ;  against  wines,  against  importing  and  purchas- 
ing negroes,  he. 

The  next  month  the  Maryland  gentlemen  and  merchants  en- 
tered into  a  non-importation  agreement  similar  to  the  Virginian^ 

The  Sout h-CaroI ini'aus  foWowcd  the  example. 

The  inhabitants  of  Charlestown  broke  oft  all  commerce  with 
the  Rhode- 1  slanders  and  Georgians^  whom  they  charged  with 
Slaving  acted  a  most  singularly  infamous  part,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  present  glorious  struggle  for  the  preservation  of  American 
^rights.  This  had  its  effect,  and  Georgia  came  into  the  non-im- 
portation agreement  September  the  nineteenth  \  Providence^ 
October  the  tenth  ;  hut  Bkodc-Ishind  not  till  the  thirtieth. 

[Oct.]  The  North-Carolina  assQmhlj  came  to  the  like  resolu- 
:tion  with  the  Virginia  house  of  burgesses,   for  which  go  vernor 
U^yon  dissolved  them.    Upon  that,  the  gentlemen  who  had  com- 
posed it,  repaired  to  the  court-house,  chose  the  late  speaker  mo- 
derator, and  came  to  a  resolution  for  an  association  against  im- 
porting, ^c.  comformable  to  what  had  been   done  elsewhere.. 
Thus  the  non-im.portation  agreement  became  general,  and  wa& 
forwarded  by  the  very  means  applied  for  its  prevention.     Meet- 
angs  of  the  associators  were  regularly  held.     Committees  were 
appointed  to  examine   the  cargoes  of  ail  vessels  arriving  from 
^Britain  ;  and  regular  votes  and  resolutions  of  censure  were  passed 
an  those  meetings,  upon  such  as  refused  to  concur  in  the  associa- 
iions,  and  their  names  published  in  the  newspapers  as  enemies 
to  their  country.     The  decrees  of  those  committees  met  with  a 
Tespect  and  obedience  denied  to  the  constitutional  authority  of 
government.     In  some  cases  goods  imported  from  Britain  were 
iocked  up  in  v/arehouses,  under  the  care  of  the  committees,  and 
an  a  few  instances  returned.     Portsinouth,  the  only  sea-port  in 
JS^ew- Hampshire,  never  came  into   the  non-importation  agree- 
ment.    Governor  Wentworth  had  address  enough  to  prevent  it, 
and  keep  all  quiet.    There  are  few  private  schools  in  that  colony, 
and  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  very  illiterate.     If  a  person  can 
write  a  note  of  hand,  read  a  chapter,  and  cypher  to  the  rule  of 
three,  he  passes  for  a  man  of  learning.     Men,  whose  capacities 
remain  small  for  want  of  use  and  improvement,  and  who  have 
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little  knowledge,  are  liable  to  be  duped  by  those  who  possess  su- 
perior rank  and  abilities,  'I'hc  associations  were  us  general,  and 
in  common  as  well  observed  as  could  reasonably  be  expected, 
considering  the  disadvantages  and  losses  they  necessarily  occasion- 
ed to  many.  But  it  is  not  to  be  thought,  that  there  were  no  col- 
lusions ;  that  all  the  goods  belonging  to  the  professing  sons  of 
liberty,  which  were  stored,  remained  in  the  warehouses,  vv'ithout 
being  conveyed  out  upon  particular  occasions,  and  to  serve  cer- 
tain purposes  ;  that  all,  who  had  given  their  names  or  honors  not 
to  import,  did  not  privately  order  some  of  the  prohibited  articles 
to  please  themselve,  families  or  neighbours  ;  that  when,  some 
months  afterward,  the  '/eal  of  the  diiughters  of  liberty  in  several 
of  the  colonies,  proscribed  the  drinking  of  tea,  and  rendered  the 
disuse  of  it  a  universal  fashion,  all  were  so  true  to  their  engage- 
ments, as  not  to  sip  their  green  or  boliea  in  secret,  or  under  a 
new  name  ;  and  that  all  who  associated  or  agreed  to  the  storing 
of  their  goods,  did  it  voluntarily  and  without  compulsion.  The 
fear  or  appearance  of  a  mob  often  produced  a  compliance  in  per- 
sons who  would  gladly  have  retained  their  goods  till  they  could 
have  turned  the  same  into  cash  ;  and  brought  them  to  own,  that 
they  were  willing  that  they  should  be  stored,  just  as  they  would 
have  been  willing  at  sea  to  have  thrown  them  overboard  to  escape 
personal  shipwreck.  The  committees  had  the  arts  of  persuasion  ; 
and  in  some  places  their  most  powerful  arguments  for  reducing 
the  obstinate  were  not  known  to  be  used  by  them. 

The  importer  is  sent  for,  and  desired  to  come  into  the  agree- 
ment ;  he  declines  ;  he  must  sell ;  his  livelihood  depends  upon  it. 
Arguments  are  used  for  his  com.plying,  and  he  is  urged,  soothed 
and  entreated ;  but  it  avails  nothing.  He  is  determined  at  all  ha- 
zards to  dispose  of  his  goods  as  purchasers  offer.  vSome  of  the 
mobility,  or  their  leaders,  are  told,  that  the  importer  cannot  be 
prevailed  upon.  In  a  day  or  two  he  finds  himself  surrounded  ; 
in  danger  of  an  assault ;  is  terrified  j  inquires  the  reason  ;  and 
upon  learning  it,  hurries  to  the  committee  ;  begs  their  interposi- 
tion ;  complies  with  what  was  before  desired  of  him  ;  hopes  that 
they  will  restore  him  to  the  good  graces  of  his  fellow  townsmen 
or  citizens,  and  thanks  them  for  their  promised  assistance,  not  in 
the  least  suspecting  the  depth  of  their  contrivance.  Every  com- 
mittee however,  had  not  this  prudent  forecast,  whereby  to  ac- 
complish their  designs  without  exposing  their  oAvn  characters. 

We  have  hitheito  omitted  recording;  the  transactions  of  the 
Massachusetts  assembly  in  the  persent  year,  the  /  ^irgiju'a  house  of 
burgesses  demanding  a  prior  attention,  but  now^  proceed  to  them. 

[May  31.]  The  general  court  being  called  together  according 
to  charter,  a  committee  from  the  house  of  representatives  remon- 
strated 
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strated  to  his  excellency,  ^^Tbat  an  armament  by  sea  and  land 
investing  this  raetropolis  (Boston)  and  a  military  guard  with  can- 
non pointed  to  the  door  of  the  state  house  where  the  assembly  is 
held,  are  inconsistent  with  that  dignity  and  freedom  with  which 
they  have  a  right  to  deliberate,  consult,  and  determine.  They 
Expect  that  your  excellency  w^il,  as  his  majesty's  representative, 
give  effectual  orders  for  the  removal  of  the  above  mentioned 
forces  by  sea  and  land  out  of  this  port,  and  the  gates  of  this  city 
during  the  session  of  tlie  said  assembly,"  The  governor  returned 
for  answer,  "gentlemen,  I  have  no  authority  over  his  majesty's 
ships  in  this  port,  or  his  troops  within  this  town." 

[June  1.]  He  negatived  eleven  of  the  persons  elected  to  form 
the  council. 

[l3.]  The  house  in  a  message  to  him  declared — "  The  use  of 
the  military  power  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws,  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  house,  inconsistent  with  the  spitit  of  a  free 
constitution,  and  the  very  nature  of  government.  This  military 
force  is  uncontroulable  by  any  authority  in  the  province  :  it  is 
then  a  power  without  any  check  here,  and  therefore  it  is  so  far 
absolute.  What  privilege  !  what  security  then  is  left  to  this 
house!" 

it  was  not  urged,  whatever  the  case  might  admit ;  "  The  go- 
vernor is  the  king's  lociniitenois,  and  his  office  entire.  The  chief 
civil  and  military  authority  being  by  the  British  and  our  constitu- 
tion inseparable,  tl.e  king  cannot -serve  them.  An  independent 
military  tends  to  tlie  utter  overthrow  of  the  civil  power.  The 
operations  of  the  great  seal,  which  is  clavis  regni,  cannot  be  con- 
ti-olled  by  the  privy  seal,  the  king's  signet,  sign  manuel,  or  sig- 
nifications of  his  pleasure  by  his  secretary  ;  in  other  words,  our 
charter  cannot  be  infringed  by  any  of  these." 

I'he  house  firmly  declined  doing  business  surrounded  with  an, 
armed  force,  so  that  tlie  governor  the  next  day  adjourned  the 
court  to  Cambridge. 

[July  6.]  His  excellency  sent  a  message  to  them,  with  the 
accounts  of  the  expenditures  already  incurred  by  quartering  his 
majesty's  troops,  desiring  funds  to  be  provided  for  discharging 
the  sam.e,  and  required  a  provision  for  the  further  quartering 
the  forces  in  Boston  and  Castic-lsland,  according  to  act  of  par- 
liament. 

[7.]  The  house  of  assembly,  as  though  they  meant  by  it  to 
despise  the  parliamentary  resolves,  no  less  than  maintain  their 
own  privileges,  passed  a  number  of  resolves,  and  among  them 
the  following  : 

**'i'hat  a  general  discontent  on  account  of  the  revenue  acts,  an 
cxpectarida   oi  a  sudden  mrival  of  a  niilitaiy  pov;cr  to  cnfore 

said 
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said  acts,  an  apprehension  of  the  troops  being  quartered  upoa 
the  inhabitants,  the  general  court  dissolved,  the  governor  Re- 
fusing to  call  a  new  one,  and  tiie  people  almost  reduced  to  a 
state  of  despair,  rendered  it  highly  ex})cdient  and  necessary  foi: 
the  people  to  convene  by  their  coninilttees ;  to  assuciate,  con- 
sult, and  advise  the  best  means  to  promote  peace  and  good  or- 
der; to  present  their  united  complaints  to  the  throne,  and  joint- 
ly to  pray  for  the  royal  intcrposiiion  in  favor  of  their  violated 
rights.  Nor  can  this  procedure  possibly  be  illegal,  as  they  ex- 
pressly disclaim  all  governmental  acts  : 

*'  That  tlie  establishment  of  a  standing  army  in  this  colony, 
in  time  of  peace,  is  an  invasion  (jf  natural  rights: 

"  That  a  standing  army  is  not  known,  as  a  part  of  the  BritisU 
constitution  : 

*'  That  sending  an  armed  force  into  the  colony,  under  pre- 
tence of  assisting  the  civil  autiiority,  is  highly  dangerous  to  th(j 
people,  unprecedented  and  unconstitutional." 

I'he  last  is  the  same  w-ith  that  of  Virginia, 

[12.]  The  governor  called  upon  them  to  answer,  whether 
tliey  wpuld  or  would  not  make  provision  for  the  troops. 

[15.]  The  house,  by  message,  after  remarking  upon  the  muti- 
ny or  billeting  act,  answered,  "As  wc  cannot  consistently  with 
our  own  honor  or  interest,  much  less  with  the  duty  we  ow^e  t(v 
our  constituents,  so  wx  never  shall  make  any  provision  of  funds 
for  the  purposes  in  your  several,  messages."  Upon  that  the  go- 
vernor prorogued  them  to  the  tenth  of  January,  to  meet  at  Boston, 

S'oiUk- Carolina  assembly,,  no  less  than  the  iJassachuscds^  ven- 
tured to  disobey  the  mutiny  act,  and  adopted  similar  resolutions 
to  those  of  Virginia,  'I'he  M-ary.land  lower  house  entered  part- 
ly into  similar  ones,  hut  the  last  was  omitted,,  andtheiirst  more 
strongly  expressed.  The  1) elazv ar c  Qouwiics  c^xXj  followed  the 
lead  of  Virginia^,  and  adopted  their  last  resolve  verbatim ;  and 
toward  the  close  of  the  year,  the  New-York  assembly  concurred 
in  their  resolves  with  Virginia, 

The  proposal  of  parliament  for  transporting  persons  from  A- 
merica  in  order  to  trial  in  Great-Britain^  pursuant. to  the  statute 
oi Henry  VIII.  excited  a  general  alarm  through  the  continent. 
The  procedure  they  recommended  was  not  wholly  without  pre- 
cedent. The  case  of  Culpeper  has  been  already  related.  Un:- 
der  queen  Anne,  in  1710,  the  ringleaders  of  an  unnatural  con- 
tention in  Antigua,  v/lierein  the  governor  was  murdered,  were 
brought  to  Great-Britain,  tried,  and  many  of  them  convicted  and 
executed  upon  this  statute.  Precedents,  however,  vvill  never  re^ 
concilc  sensible  men  to  practices  v/hich,  though  legal,  arc  fraughti 
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with  cruelty,  and  liable  to  the  most  horrid  abuses.     Be.^ide,  the 
statute  was  become  obsolete. 

The  Virginia  house  of  burgesses,  in  their  address  to  his  ma- 
jesty, expressed  themselves  with  propriety  upon  this  subject — 
"  When  we  consider,  that  by  the  estabhshed  laws  and  constitu- 
tion of  this  colony  the  most  ample  provision  is  made  for  appre- 
hending and  punishing  all  those  who  shall  dare  to  engage  in  any 
treasonable  practices  against  your  majesty,  or  disturb  the  tvan- 
quiiity  of  government ;  w^e  cannot,  Avithout  horror,  think  of  the 
nnusual,  and  permit  us,  with  all  humility,  to  add  unconstitu- 
tional and  illegal  mode  recommended  to  your  majesty,  of  seiz- 
ing and  carrying  beyond  the  sea,  the  inhabitants  of  America  sus- 
pected of  any  crime,  and  of  trying  such  persons  in  any  other 
manner  than  by  the  ancient  and  long  established  course  of  pro- 
ceedings ;  for  hov/  truly  deplorable  must  be  the  case  of  a  wretch- 
ed x\merican,  who  having  incurred  the  displeasure  of  any  one  in 
power,  is  dragged  from  his  native  home  and  his  dearest  domes- 
tic connections,  thrown  into  a  prison,  not  to  wait  his  trial  before 
a  court,  jury  or  judges,  from  a  knowledge  of  whom  he  is  en- 
couraged to  hope  for  a  speedy  justice,  but  to  exchange  his  im- 
prisonment in  his  own  country  for  fetters  among  strangers. 
Conveyed  to  a  distant  land,  where  no  friend,  no  relation  will 
alleviate  his  distresses,  or  minister  to  his  necessities,  and  where 
no  witness  can  be  found  to  testify  his  innocence  ;  shunned  by 
the  reputable  and  honest,  and  consigned  to  the  society  and  con- 
verse of  the  wretched  and  abandoned,  he  can  only  pray,  that 
he  may  soon  end  his  misery  w^ithhis  life." 

We  have  been  reviewing  the  noble  and  animated  proceedings 
of  the  Virgians  and  others  in  behalf  of  liberty  ;  and  cannot 
but  regret  that  the  existence  of  slavery  and  its  effects  among 
them,  should  administer  the  least  occasion  for  any  one's  writing 
concerning  them.  "The  last  resolves  of  the  Virginia  burgesses 
deserve  a  very  hard  name.  It  is  indeed  laughable,  to  see  a  ftv/ 
dissipated  bashaws,  tyrants  over  a  parcel  of  wretched  negro 
slaves,  meet  together  and  give  themselves  airs  against  Great- 
Britain  upon  the  subject  of  hberty — this  applies  to  all  the  south- 
ern colonies.  The  spirit  of  independence  in  New-England,  is 
more  consistent  and  characteristic  of  the  people ;  but  Firginia, 
and  the  Carollnas  are  but  petit  maltres  in  the  business. "f 

It  is  time  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  and  advert  to  what  was  doing  in 
Britain.  An  attempt  in  the  house  of  commons,  to  bring  on  a 
repeal  of  the  obnoxious  act  before  the  session  closed,  proved  in- 
effectual. It  was  objected  from  every  quarter,  that  it  was  not 
a  proper  time.  Lord  North's  language  upon  the  occasion  was, 
*' However  prudence  or  policy  may  hereafter  induce  us  to  re-^ 
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peal  the  late  paper  and  glass  act,  I  hope  we  shall  never  tliink  of 
It  till-^'e  see  America  prostrate  at  our  feet.''''  When  the  session 
was  over,  the  ministry,  with  a  view,  it  might  be,  of  soothing  the 
Americans  into  a  hctter  temper,  managing  their  respective  as- 
sembjics,  and  bringing  ihcm  to  retract  their  resolutions,  and  open 
the  trade  as  before,  gave  out,  tliat  at  the  next  session  the  Ame- 
rican grievances  should  be  redressed  ;  and  lord  llillsborouirk 
wrote  a  circular  letter  to  every  colony  [May  13.]  mentioning 
■*'  their  intention  to  propose,  in  the  next  session  of  parliament, 
taking  off  the  duties  upon  glass,  paper  and  colours,  upon  consi- 
deration of  such  duties  having  been  laid  contrary  to  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  commei-ce  ;  and  assuring  each,  that  his  miajesty's  mini- 
sters, ^'  at  no  time  entertained  a  design  to  propose  to  parllamenc 
to  lay  any  further  taxes  on  America,  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
a  revenue."  Lord  Botetourt^  following  the  directions  he  had  re- 
ceived, so  to  explain  measures  as  might  re-establish  mutual  con- 
fidence and  affection  between  Great-Britain  and  h€r  colonies, 
made  the  matter  known  to  the  Virginia  house  of  burgesses  in  a 
speech,  and  then  declared^,  "  lUs  my  firm  opinion  that  the  plan 
which  I  have  stated  to  you  will  c'e r tai n I y  take  j) lace,  and  that  it 
will  never  be  departed  from.  I  shall  exert  every  power  with 
which  I  am  or  ever  may  be  legally  invested,  in  order  to  obtain 
and  maintain,  for  the  continent  of  America,  that  satisfaction 
which  I  have  been  authorised  to  promise  this  day,  by  the  confi- 
dential servants  of  our  gracious  sovereign,  who,  to  my  certain, 
knowledge,  rates  his  honor  so  high,  that  he  would  rather  part 
with  his  crovv^n,  tlian  preserve  it  by  deceit."  The  house,  in 
their  address  to  him,  expressed  their  hope  and  confidence  in  a 
manner  that  implied  fear  and  distrust ;  but  willing  to  make  thti 
best  improvem.ent  of  what  his  lordship  said,  closed  with— "We 
esteem  your  lordship's  information,  not  only  as  warranted,  but 
even  sanctified  by  the  royal  v^'ord."  The  conduct  of  ministry 
contained  the  idea  of  a  public  renunciation  of  all  further  future 
taxation  of  America  for  a  revenue  ;  and  the  house  appeared  to 
view  it  in  that  light. 

But  the  circular  letter  was  far  from  satisfying  the  American 
sons  of  liberty  in  general.  The  evident  exception  of  the  duty 
on  tea,  and  the  professed  design  of  repealing  upon  commercial 
principles,  excited  their  apprehensions,  and  confirmed  them  in 
the  opinion,  that  the  ground  of  present  grievances  was  not  to 
be  abandoned,  but  to  be  reserved  for  a  future  opportunity  of 
making  fresh  essays  for  the  imposition  of  internal  taxes.  The 
merchants  and  traders,  therefore,  oi  Boston,  soon  after  the  know- 
ledge of  it,  caUed  a  meeting,  and  unanimously  voted,  that  tlie 
taking  offThe  duties  on  the  articles,  of  glass,   paper,  and  colours, 
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%y(>uld  m  no  means  relieve  the  trade  ffom  the  difficulties  it  was 
under.  They  then  confirmed  their-  former  agreement,  to  send 
for  no  goods  contrary  thereto,  unless  the  revenue  acts  were  re- 
pealed. 

Though  the  testimony  of  the  Pennsylvania  assembly  against, 
the  reaolves  of  parliament,  and  in  favor  of  the  Virginia  resolves^ 
the  repeal  of  all  the  revenue  acts,  and  a  redress  of  all  grievances^, 
was  wanting ;  yet  the  Philadelphia  committee  of  merchants^ 
whose  character  and  influence  in  the  present  business  weighed 
more  than  that  of  the  assembly,  failed  not  to  express  their  minds 
fully  to  the  committee  in  London,  long  after  the  circulatory  let- 
ter  was  a  matter  of  iiotojiety.  They  thus  wrote  [November  25.] 
*'  Though  we  are  not  favored  with  an  answer  to  our  letter  of  the 
eighth  of  April  last,  yet  35  the  liberty  of  America  is  at  stake, 
and  the  minds  of  the  people  here  are  much  agitated,  and  as  the 
continuation  of  the  unhappy  dispute  between  the  parHamentand 
the  colonics  must  not  only  affect  your  and  our  interest,  but  the 
general  interest  and  happiness  of  both  countries,  we  think  it  our 
duty  to  apply  to  you  again,  and  earnestly  request  you  would  use 
your  best  endeavors  with  those  in  the  administration,  to  restore 
tranquility,  and  re-establish  the  colonies  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  ancient  rights  and  privileges.  We  are  very  sensible  thae 
the  prosperity  of  the  colonies  depends  upon  their  union  and 
connection  with  Great-Britain.  In  tliis  sentiment  all  the  Ame- 
cans  concur^  yet  they  cannot  bring  themselves  to  thmk,  that 
for  this  reason  they  ought  to  be  divested  of  Hberty  and  property. 
Yet  this  must  be  tho  case,  if  the  parliament  can  make  laws  t^ 
bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatever— can  levy  taxes  upon 
them  without  their  consent,  dispose  of  the  revenues  thus  raised 
without  their  controul,  m.ultiply  officers  at  pleasure,  and  assign 
them  fees  to  be  paid  without,"  nay,  contrary  to  and  in  direct  vio^ 
lation  of  acts  of  assembly  regularly  passed  by  the  colonies  and 
approved  by  tlie  crown— can  enlarge  the  power  of  admiralty 
courts,  divert  the  usual  chaimels  of  justice,  deprive  the  colo- 
nists of  trials  by  a  jury  of  their  countrymen,  in  short,  break 
down  the  barriers  which  their  forefathers  have  erected  against 
arbitrary  power,  and  enforce  their  edicts  by  fleets  and  armies. 
To  such  a  system  of  government  the  Americans  cannot  tamely 
submit ;  not  from  an  m:ipatie.nce  of  subordination,  a  spirit  of  in- 
dependence, or  want  of  loyalty  to  their  king.;  for  in  a  quiet  sub- 
mission to  just  government,  in  zeal,  affection,  and  attachment  ta 
tiieir  king,  the  people  of  the  colonies  dare  to  vie  with  any  o£ 
the  best  of  then'  fellows-subjects ;  but  from  an  innate  love  of 
liberty  and  the  British  constitution^ 
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"  In  our  last  wc  intimated  our  fears  that  the  ministry  wcrl 
greatly  abused,  and  the  people  ot"  America  grossly  misrcprc 
sented,  by  some  who  did  not  wish  well  either  to  Gr^at-Britaia 
or  the  eolonies.  'I'he  letters  oF  one  of  our  Ameriean  governors 
(Bernard)  and  the  memorials  of  a  board  lately  ereeted  among 
us,  not  to  mention  other  documents  laitl  before  the  })ul)lie,  evince 
that  our  feai*s  were  but  too  well  grounded.  Krom  these  it  is  ap* 
parent,  that  every  sly  art  has  been  used  to  incense  the  ministry 
against  the  colonies  ;  every  argume^nt  that  malice  could  invent 
has  been  urged  to  induce  them  to  overturn  the  ancient  founda^ 
tions  of  liberty.  Nay,  to  ccHnpass  their  base  ends,  they  have 
declared  in  express  terms,  and  taken  uncommon  pains  to  mak* 
the  ministry  believe,  that  "  there  has  been  a  long  concerted 
and  extensive  plan  of  resistaiK'e  to  the  authority  of  Great-l^ritai.i 
in  all  the  provinces^  and  that  a  seizure  made  at  Boston  had  hast- 
ened the  people  there  to  the  commission  of  actual  violence 
sooner  than  was  intended, 

"  In  justice  to  the  province  where  v7e  reside,  snd  indeed  to  all 
America,  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that  such  representations 
are  without  any  just  foundation,  and  that  nothing  can  be  a  great*, 
er  deviation  from  truth,  Ti  trough  at  the  same  time  we  confess., 
that  the  ends  accomplished  by  these  and  such  like  infamous  slan- 
ders  and  vile  arts,  have  given  a  general  alarm,  and  caused  a  uni- 
versal uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  the  Americans.  They  now 
see  a  rod  of  power  held  over  their  heads  :  they  begin  to  feel  the 
severities  of  a  court,  that  by  its  late  enlarged  jurisdiction  is  em- 
powered to  break  in  upon  the  proceedings  of  the.  common  law 
courts  ;  ^Jid  they  have  anxious  fears  for  the  existence  of  their  i 
assemblies,  w^hich  they  consider  as  their  last  and  only  bulwark:  \ 
against  arbitrary  power.  For  ifj  say  they-,  laws  can  be  made-, 
money  levied,  government  supported,  and  justice  administered, 
without  the  intervention  of  assemblies,  of  what  use  can  they  be  ? 
They  are  no  essential  member  of  the  constitution.  And  beinR; 
useless  and  unessential,  is  there  not  reason  to  fear  they  will 
quickly  become  disagreeable  and  then  be  wholly  laid  aside  ? 
And  when  that  happens,  what  security  have  we  for  freedom, 
or   what  remains  for  the  colonists,  but  the  most  abject  slavery  ? 

"  These  are  not  the  reasonings  of  politicians,  but  the  sentiments 
and  language  of  the  people  in  general.  For  with  great  truth  we 
may  say,  in  no  country  is  the  love  of  liberty  more  deeply  rooted,  " 
or  the  knowledge  of  the  rights  inherent  to  freemen  more  gene- 
rally diifused,  and  the  principles  of  freedom  and  government 
better  understood  than  among  tiie  British  American  colonies. 

"  For  this  reason  we  think  ourselves  obliged  to  inform  yo^j, 
that  though  the  merchants  have  coniined  their  agreements  to  tlx: 
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repeal  of  the  act  laying  a  duty  on  tea,  paper,  glass,  &c.  yet  no- 
thing less  than  a  repeal  of  all  the  revenue  acts,  and  putting, 
things  on  the  same  footing  they  were  before  the  late  innovati- 
ons, can  or  will  satisfy  the  minds  of  the  people.  The  fleets  and 
armies  may  overawe  our  towns  :.  admiralty  courts  and  boards  of 
commissioners,  with  their  sv/arms  of  underlings,  may  by  a  ri- 
gorous execution  of  severe  unconstitutional  acts,  ruin  our  com- 
merce, and  render  America  of  little  use  to  the  people  of  Britain  ;, 
hut  while  every  farmer  is  a  freeholder,  the  spirit  of  liberty  will 
prevail,  and  every  attempt  to  divest  them  of  the  privileges  of 
freemen,  must  be  attended  v/ith  consequences  injurious  to  the 
colonies  and  the  mother  country, 

"  In  a  matter  of  so  great  importance  you  will  excuse  this  free- 
dom. We  consider  the  merchants  here  and  in  England,  as  the 
links  of  the  chain  that  binds  both  countries  together.  They  are 
deeply  concerned  in  preserving  the  union  and  connection. — ^ 
Whatever  tends  to  alienate  the  aifections  of  the  colonists,  or  to 
niake  them  averse  to  the  customs,  fashions,  and  manufactures- 
of  Britain,  hurts  their  interest.  While  some,  therefore,,  from, 
ambitious  views  and  sinister  motives,  are  laboring  to  w^iden  the 
breach,  we  whose  private  interest  is  happily  connected  with  the- 
union,  or  which  is  the  same,  witii  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
both  countries,  may  be  allowed  to  plead  for  an  end  to  these 
unhappy  disputes ;  and  that  by  a  repeal  of  the  oifensive  acts,, 
tlie  cause  of  jealousy  and  uneasiness  may  be  removed,  tranquili- 
ty restored,,  harmony  and  mutual  affection  re-established,  and 
trade  return  to  its  usual  channel." 

The  names  of  die  committee  on  the  back  of  the  draft  frora^ 
which  the  above  has  been  copied,  were,  Alexander  Huston, 
John  Bhca,  John  CoXy  John  Gibson,  Joseph  Swift ^  James 
MeasBy  J.  M.  Nesbit,  William  West,  Robert  Morris,  Charles 
Thomson,  Daniel  Benezet,  William.  Fisher,  George  Roberts,. 
Samuel  Howell,  and  Thomas  Mijjiin. 

The  stationing  of  troops  in  Boston  might  afford  greater  person- 
al security  to  the  commissioners  than  what  they  could  otherwise 
liave  enjoyed,  and  might  induce  them  or  their  undcrHngs  to  cx- 
■ceed  the  bounds  of  their  commission,  or  of  prudence,  but  could 
not  prevent  smuggling,  or  protect  informers  from  insult  and 
abuse.  Even  skippers,  bound  to  diifercnt  parts  of  the  colony^ 
bad  their  vessels  stopt  and  libelled,  for  having  uncleared  articles- 
of  trifling  consequence  on  board.  Persons  who  ventured  to  lodge 
informations,  when  discovered,  were  often  subject  to  a  treat- 
ment which  gave  them  a  ridiculous  appearance,  and  laid  them 
tinder  a  difficulty  to  clear  themselves  of  the  dress  imposed  upon 
them.     They  were  stripped,  well  tarred;  and  then  covered  with 
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feathers.  The  piinlslimcnt  took  so  witli  the  lower  chiss  of  j.eo^ 
pie,  that  afterward  it  was  not  confined  to  informers,  but  was  al- 
so applied  by  them  to  otliers  who  offended  ihcir  dread  majesty. 
'I'here  was  a  degree  of  intemperance  and  indii.creetness  on  the 
part  of  the  commissioners  and  custom-house  othccrs,  which  tend- 
ed to  irritate  ;  whereas  the  utmost  lenity  and  forbearance  were 
requisite  in  order  to  general  tranquility.  Mr.  Eliol^  at  AVa'- 
York,  where  smuggling  was  as  prevalent  as  at  Boston,  found  it 
necessary  to  wink,  at  many  irregularities,  that  he  might  prevent 
disturbances  and  ill  humor  among  the  body  of  merchants.  'I'lie 
commissioners  expressed  their  dissatisfaction,  and  wanted  him  to 
alter  iiis  Hne  of  conduct :  he  stated  the  case  to  a  friend  at  liome, 
and  by  his  influence  was  secured  fiom  such  like  directions  in  fu- 
ture. I'hey  transmitted  to  Britain  such  representations  of  Mr. 
Otis,  jun.  as  provoked  him  to  insert  a  publication  in  the  Boston 
gazette,  which  brought  on  an  affray  at  the  c»)ffec-house  between 
him  and  Mr.  Robinson,  one  of  the  commissioners,  from  the  lat- 
ter's  attempting  to  pull  the  other  by  the  nose,  because  of  some 
expressions  in  the  said  publication.  Mr.  Robinson,  being  in  dan- 
ger of  coming  off  with  tlie  worst,  several  of  the  company  fell 
upon  Mr.  Otis  ;  some  of  whom  held  him,  while  otlic-s  struck 
him  with  canes  or  different  w-eapons,  A  friend  passing  along, 
observed  what  w^as  doing,  pressed  in  and  rescued  Mr.  Otis, 
though  he  himsclfsufrercd  considerablv  from  the  assailants.  The 
noise  soon  drew  multitudes  about  the  house,  when  Mr.  Bohia- 
son  and  his  associates  prudently  retreated  by  means  of  a  bark- 
door.*  This  procedure  of  the  revenue  officers  (for  no  miUtavy 
one  was  present)  opened  a  large  field  of  altercation  and  multi- 
plied quarrels,  which  were  before  too  frequent  between  the 
king's  officers  andgdie  leaders  of  opnosition. 

Governor  Berncnd  could  carry  notiiing  in  tlic  govermental 
way  through  the  presence  of  the  troops,,  but  w^as  continually  lo- 
sing ground,  and  growing  moi'e  an^  more  obnoxious  to  the  in- 
habitants ;  so  that  he  was  abused  in  scurrilous  publications,  for 
which  the  Boston  gazette  was  notorious..  They  were  crafiily 
calculated  for  the  meridian  w^hcre  they  first  appeared,  and  suited 
the  too.levelling.disposit]pn  of  the  Juji/-mcn  ;  after  the  politici- 
ans h.ad  encouraged  a  spirit  cl  licentiousness,  in  order  to  weaken 
the  force  of  government,  and  counteract  the  designs  carrying  on 
against  their  liberties  :  but  their  want  of  decency  offended  many 
of  thesonsof  hberty  in  the  oth/sr  colonies.     Heavy  tlireats  were 

*  Mr.  Oiis  afterward  profecuted  Mr.  Robi'^.ion  for  the  sfT.'ulf,  and  the  law 
gave  heavy  damages  against  him  ;  but  Mr.  Oiis  gtneroufiy  forgave  him  up- 
ea  an  acknovvledgment  oi  the  cffmc^. 
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^Iso  thrown  eut  against  the  governors  p-ersonal  safety.  Of  these 
liowever  he  was  regardless  ;  and  being  asked  by  a  friend,  how 
he  could  ventuie  to  walk  about  alone  at  his  country  scat,  only  five 
miles  from  the  center  of  Boston,  and  v/hether  he  was  not  afraid, 
iie  answered,  *'  No,  they  ai'C  not  a  blood-thirsty  people.'' 

At  length  it  was  thought  proper  to  recal  him,  as  said,  to  lay 
before  his  majesty  the  true  state  of  the  province  :  this  he  signi-- 
iied  to  the  assembly  in  the  month  of  June,  Before  they  were 
prorogued  they  embraced  the  occasion  for  drawing  up  a  petitiort 
to  liis  majesty^  in  which,  after  complaints  of  him,  they  entreat- 
ed that  he  might  be  for  ever  removed  from  the  governient  of 
the  province/  When- his  letters,  written  hom-e  in  confidence, 
came  to  be  exposed  to  piiblic  viev/,  it  would  have  argued  great 
weakness  to  have  continued  him,  unless  it  v/as  designed  to  adopt 
his  plans,  and  support  him  by  force  at  all  adventures.  Gover- 
nor Bernard  was  too  open,  and  had  too  little  command  of  his 
temper  ;  and  suffered  his  resentment  to  get  the  better  of  what 
lought  to  have  been  his  political  judgment.  Every  governor 
should  divest  himself  of  resentment,  especially  in  his  public  capaci- 
ty, as  his  own  happiness,  and  that  of  the  governed  require  it. 

Men  of  spirit  may  be.  drawn,  when  they  will  not  be  forced — - 
Sir  Francis,  instead  of  aiming  his  censures  at  individuals,  direct- 
ed them  against  whole  bodies.  Thus  he  charged  the  council  with 
-servility  to  the  populace,  tliye  pleasing  of  vzhom,  he  said,  was  the 
rule  of  their  conduct ,  and  also  both  houses  of  the  general  as- 
sembly expressly,  in  his  speeches,  v/ith  opp agnation  against  the 
royal  authority,  declaring  that  they  had  left  gentlemen  out  of 
the  council,  only  for  their  fideUty  to  the  crown.  Such  charges 
strengthenedthchandsof  those  whom  he  most  opposed,  by  touch* 
ing  the  honor  of  the  whole.  Had  the^  bee#true,  they  should 
have  been  suppressed  or  mentioned  only  in  private  ;  bat  though 
the  substance  of  them  even  was  true,  when  apphed  to  individii- 
als,  i t might  be  othervvise  Vv^hen  applied  to  the  body,  the  majority 
of  whoni"  might  act  upon  different  principles.  Political  leaders 
frequently  throw  out  motives,  by  which  to  catch  and  conduct  the 
well-intentioned,  differing  from  those  by  w^hich  they  themselves 
are  actuated.  Sir  Francis  did  not  possess  those  moUifying  arts 
which  the  ferment  of  the  times  required  ;  and  was  more  ready 
to  aggravate  disorders  than  to  apologize  for  them.  It  was  com- 
mon for  him  in  his  ofhcial  letters,  to  stile  the  opposition  the 
faction,  even  while  he  ov/nedthat  it  comprchende<l  the  majority 
of  the  assembly.  A  parental  governor  would  have  thrown  in 
many  hints  to  have  lessened  the  displeasureof  persons  in  power, 
on  account  of  offences  committed  at  three  thousand  miles  dis- 
tance, under  an  enthusiastic  attachment  to  the  cause  of  hberty, 

at 
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at  a  period  when  divers  outrag;cs  were  pcrjKtrated  aL  lionic,  \rf 
mobs  ill  viirioDs  parts  of  the  kingdom.  \\ki  evinced  too  great  an 
inclination  to  make  the  worst  of  every  thing  ;  and  at  limes  heark- 
ened to  and  transmitied  the  strangest  rumours.  Me  wws  a  prin- 
cipal instrument  in  bringing  ihc  troops  to  lioston.  It  was  a  fa- 
vorite measure  with  him  and  the  Heuicnant  governor  long  before 
it  was  executed.  While  he  ])rofessed  himself  a  friend  to  the 
province,  he  wasendeavoving  to  undermine  its  constitution,  and 
to  obtain  an  essential  alteration  in  the  charter,  through  an  ap- 
pointment of  the  council  by  the  king,  instead  of  its  continuinf^ 
in  the  election  of  the  general  court,  where  the  representatives 
of  the  people  necessarily  carried  it,  whenever  they  united. 

Toward  the  end  of  June  he  had  the  fairest  opportunity  of  get- 
ting the  troops  removed  from  the  Massachusetts,  but  c-pposcd  the 
measure.     General  Gage  desired  general   Mackay  to  consult 
witli  him  concerning   the  necessity  of  continuing  the  troops  at 
Boston,  and  to  procure  his  opinion  in  writing,  whether  his  ma- 
jesty's service  required  that  troops   should   remain   there  any 
longer,  and  what  number,  whether  one  or  two  regiments.     It 
is  impossible  to  express  his  surprise   at  the  proposition.     The- 
knowledge  of  it,  so  far  as  it  reached,  occasioned  a  consternation 
among  the  civil    officers  of  government,    its  fdends,.  and  tlie 
importers  of  goods  from  Great-Britain.    Gage,  in  a  letter,  re- 
quested his  ooijiion,  and  assured  him  he  should  not  publish  it,  or 
make  it  known  on  this  side  tlie  Atlantic.     He  immediately  an^- 
swered,  tliat  lie  had  no  hesitation  to  declare  his.  opinion  that  it 
would  be  detrimental  to  his  majesty's  service  to  remove  any  of 
the  two  regiments  remaining  ;  and  that  it  would  be  quite  ruinous 
Lo  the  cause  of  the  crown  to  draw  all  the  troops  out  of  Boston  ,- 
but  that  he  was  inclined  to  tliink,  that  a  regiment  in  towai,  and 
another  at  the  castle,  might  be  sufficient.     He  had  time  enough 
in  w^hich  to  have  ripened  a  plan  with  the  court  for  the  removaJ 
of  the  troops,  to  the  joy  of  the  country,  and  with  safety  to  the 
civil  officers  and  supporters  of  government.     But  he  too  early 
for  his  own  peace  and  the  happiness  of  his  government,  deviates 
from  the  line  of  conduct  marked  out  for  him  by  lord  HaHfax. 
immediately  after  his  appointment,  when  it  was  recommendet' 
to  him  to   see  and  converse  *vith  governor  Pownal,  of  whom 
his  lordship  wrote  in  the  same  letter,  ''  It  is  impossible  to  pursue 
a  better  plan  of  government  than  whafhe  directed  himself  by.'" 
However,  his  conduct  was  so  agreeable  to  the  ministry,  that  a 
title  was  secured  him.     He  w^is  created  a  baronet,  March  the 
twentieth,   1769  ;  and  his  majesty  took  upon  himself  the  whole 
expence  of  passing  the  patent,  which  added  greatly  to  the  honor 
dou^  hiaij  '^%  it  was  a  favor  seldom  gr  ever  before  granted.     SLi- 
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Francis,  during  his  ekven  years  residence  in  x^iiierica,  made  very 
Jittle  advance  in  his  estate.  The  Boston  sons  of  liberty  had 
great  advantages  against  him,  from  the  early  intehigence  procur- 
ed by  the  supposed  author  of  Junius  Americanus,  and  forwarded 
for  safety  under  an  unsuspected  coarse  paper  cover,  to  Mr.  Glio- 
mas Bromfield,  glover,  at  Boston.  Sir  Francis  v^^as  astonished 
to  find  that  the  contents  of  his  letters  from  ministry  were  known 
by  them  as  soon  as  by  himself.  When  he  embarked  from  the 
castle  on  board  the  Rippon  man  of  war,  for  Great-Britain,  Au- 
gust the  first,  few  lamented  his  departure.  Even  his  friend,  the 
lieutenant  governor,  Mr.  Hutchinson,  regretted  not  his  recal ; 
by  it  he  gained  an  opening  for  succeeding  to  the  chair,  to  which 
he  had  been  long  looking,  and  was  in  hopes  of  being  advanced. 
Boston  and  New-York  entered  into  the  non-importation  a- 
greement  so  early  as  August  the  preceding  year ;  before  the 
present  was  out  they  began  to  be  embarrassed,  and  numbers 
grew  weary  of  their  engagement.  Advantage  was  taken  of 
these  circumstances.  The  British  officers,  either  of  their  own 
thought,  or  through  hints  from  hom.c,  offered  merchants  the 
liberty  of  having  their  goods  directed  to  them,  as  though  intend- 
ed for  the  army ;  and  many  were  got  in  under  that  cover,  es- 
pecially at  New-York.  Several  persons  imported  into  Boston 
and  sold  freely,  without  its  being  particularly  noticed,  while  a 
few  only  were  called  to  an  account  and  exposed  in  the  new^s- 
papers.  1  his  occasioned  an  alarm  ;  and  the  people  asseinbled 
at  Faneuil-hall  [Jan.  23,  1770.]  in  consequence  oi  a  notifica- 
J;tion,  upon  the  business  of  preventing  the  noir-importation  agree- 
"^'ment's  being  rendered  abortive. 

r     Mr.  Theophilus  Lillie,  observing  the  gross  partiality  which  pre- 
J Availed  in  suffering  some  to  sell,  while  a  fev/  others  were  proscrib- 
^V'd  ;  determined  upon  seUing  his  goods  also.     To  point  him  out 
*-^as  inimical  to  the  agreement,  and  a  person  whose  shop  was  to  be 
^shunned,  a  piece  of  pageantry  was  placed  before  the  door.  Mr. 
^: Richardson,  attempting  to  remove  it,  was  driven  into  his  house  by 
*-a  number  of  boys,  and  there  attacked  by  stones  through  the  win- 
^^dows.  Provoked,  rather  than  endangered  bv  the  assault,  he  fired 
'^and  killed  Christopher  Snider  [Feb.  22.]  aiad  of  eleven  years  old, 
^"^who  was  recorded  in  the  public  j^rints  as  the  first  martyr  to  the 
noble  cause  of  liberty.    Tiie  boy  was  buried  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect imaginable,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country ;  and 
such  was  the  number  of  people  following  the  corpse,  that  the  foot 
procession  extended  a  full  quarter  of  a  mile.     I'he  event  tended 
rather  to  promote  than  injure  the  non-importation   agreement. 
Boys,  small  and  great,  and  undoubtedly  men,  had  been  and  were 
encouraged,  and%ell  paid  by  certain  leaders^  to  insult  and  inti^ 
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midatc  those  who  had  avowedly  counteraeLed  the  combination, 
and  still  persevered.  Tlie  lieutenant  governor  in  April,  attempt- 
ed prevailing  upon  a  merchant  of  the  first  es'.ate  and  character, 
to  promote  an  association  in  opposition  to  the  non-importatioa 
agreement,  but  to  no  purpose  ;  and  received  for  answer,  "  Until 
parliament  makes  provision  for  the  punishment  of  the  confedera- 
cies, all  will  be  ineffectual,  and  the  associates  will  be  exposed  to 
popular  rage."  Another  meeting  was  called  to  determine  whe- 
ther the  goods  already  arrived  and  those  expected,  should  be  sent 
back  to  Britain.  A  gentleman  having  received  a  letter  from  a 
member  of  parliament,  in  which  it  was  said,  that  shippijig  back: 
X  10.000  of  goods  will  do  more  than  storing  .f.  100,000  and  the 
same  being  communicated,  the  scale,  when  upon  a  balance,  was 
turned,  and  all  the  importers  belonging  to  the  town  submitted 
to  send  their  goods  back  ;  and  in  May  many  v/ere  re-shipped  oil 
board  captain  Scott.  I'he  leaders  gave  out  that  it  was  done  vo- 
lantarily  :  and  yet  the  major  part  of  the  merchants  wished  to  see- 
the trade  free  from  restraint ;  but  having  in  the  height  of  their 
zeal,  called  in  the  populace  as  their  servants,  to  intimidate  those 
who  refused  to  join  in  the  combination,  they  were  now  forced  to 
submit  to  them  as  their  masters,  under  the  influence  of  a  few  of 
the  merchants,  who  still  adhered  to  their  first  plan.  Several  of 
the  last  importers  begged  with  tears,  that  they  might  be  allowed 
to  house  their  goods,  but  it  w^as  not  granted.  One  who  had  been 
pretty  sturdy,  had  a  committee  of  tradesmen  sent  him,  with  an 
axe-man,  a  carpenter,  at  their  head,  who  told  him  that  there 
were  a  1000  men  waiting  tor  his  answer,  and  if  he  did  not  com- 
ply, there  was  no  saying  v/hat  w^ould  be  the  consequences.  The 
strength  of  the  argument  prevailed;  and  a  day  or  two  after  the 
paper  published  that  he  complied  voluntarily.  The  Bostonians 
moreover  resolved  to  break  ofi  all  trade  with  the  Newport  people, 
because  of  their  duplicity,  and  breaking  through  the  non-import- 
ation agreement  The  next  month  Hartford  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  Boston.  But  about  the  same  time  the  New^- Yorkers^ 
by  dexterous  management,  vvcre  brought  to  agree  to  import — « 
*•  every  thing  except  such  articles  as  are,  or  may  hereafter  be^ 
subject  to  duty  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America," 
Government  gained  a  party  in  the  committee  of  merchants,  v^'ho 
took  advantage  of  the  charges  brought  against  Boston  of  im.port- 
ing  large  quantities  of  goods  ;  and  Mr.  liancock  wds  complain- 
ed of  for  suffering  them  to  be  brought  in  his  vessels.  By  these 
means  they  prepared  the  minds  of  the  people  for  the  executiofi 
of  the  plan  they  had  concerted.  They  did  not  call  a  meeting  o£ 
the  citizei-'.s,  in  which  the  vote  of  the  populace,  procured  by  the 
arts  of  individuals,  might  prevail ;  but  WCUt  thiOu^li  the  several 
Vol.  I,  '  A  a  wards 
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-vrards,  and  took  the  sense  of  the  principal  inhabitants  separately, 
when  it  appeared  that  the  majority  were  for  importing.  Upon 
the  receipt  of  letters  from  Philadelphia  and.Boston,  the. sense  of 
tjie  inhabitants  was  again  taken,  and  turned  out  as  before.  They 
were  severely  censured  by  the  PhiladeJphians,for  their  defection^ 
and  by  others  also.  The  letter  of  the  committee  to  the  merchants, 
at  Boston,,  informing  them  Vvhat  agreement  they  had  adopted,, 
was  contemptuously  torn  to  pieces.  When  those  'Yorkers  who 
were  in  the  interest  of  government,  began  to  concert  their  plan, 
they  rested  on,  assurances  of  what  would  be  done  in  parliament, 
and  knew  not,  for  certain,  tiiat  the  duties  on  glass,  paper  and 
coloursha.d  been  taken  off;  but  the  news  of  the  obnoxious  act 
being  so  far  repealed,  reached  the  continent  before  they  had 
fully  perfected  the  business,  on  the  10th  of  July»* 

The  New-Yorkers  were  in  general  faithful,  while  their  non- 
bnportation  agreement  lasted  ;  more-so,  it  was  thought,  than  the 
Bostonia.ns.  These  suffered  much  in  their  reputation  among  the 
sons  of  liberty  at  New-York  and  Philadelphia,  for  the  large 
quantities  of  goods  found  by  some  of  the  news-paper  pubiica- 
lions,  to  have  been  imported  into  Boston.  Some  of  the  inhabit- 
ants were  desirous  of  roUing  avvay  much  of  the  reproach,  by- 
pointing  out  that,  a  considerable  part  of  the  goods  charged  to- 
the  score  of  Boston,  belonged  to  Salem,  Marblehead,  and  other 
ports ;  but  when  the  non-importation  agreements  weiH2  ended^ 
it  was  omatted,  and  thus  they  continued  to  lie  under  greater  dis- 
grace than  really  belonged  to  them.  While  the  New-York  plaa 
was  carrying  on,  a  trial  was  made  by  about  a  dozen  persons,  to- 
frighten  the  gentlemen  vrho  were  inclined  to  import,  from  so^ 
doing,  but  it  failed,  the  populace  had  been  secured. 

[April  12.]  The  king  gave  his  assent  t-o  the  act  for  repealing 
the  duties  on  glass,  papej,  and  colours.  The  tea  duty  v/as  pra- 
tcssedly  continued  as  a  pepper  corn  rent,  for  the  point  of  honor^ 
and  as  a  badge  of  sovereignty  over  the  colonies.  The  ministiy. 
might  also  mean  to  use  it  in  some  future  period,  for  deeper  pur- 
poses than  could  be  then  fathomed.  They  intended  in  the  be- 
f.;inning  of  the  session  to  bring  in  a  bill  against  American  associa- 
tions ;  but  the  violence  of  party  was  such,  that  it  was  thoughL 
the  times  would  not  admit  of  it.  1  he  strong  opposition  made 
to  ministerial  measures  athome,  was  certainly  helpful  to  the  cause 
af  the  colonies,  and  encouraged  them  to  go  those  lengths  which 
they  would  otherwise  have  scarce  ventured  upon,  'lliis,  how- 
ever,  was  not  to  be  charged  to  the  anti-ministerialists,  as  an  evil, 
for  which  they  were  answerable.     Let  ministers  attempt  at  any 

*  The   date  of  the  committee's  letter  Iq  the  PbiUdelphiani  afler  taking, 
«h^  fcnfc  Qi  the  inhabitsnu  a  fegoui  dmc. 
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time  to  make   unjustifiable  inroads  upon  tlic  liberties  of  British 
subjects,  their  opponents  :iyc  boun4  in  duty,  as  the  guardians  of 
the  public,  to  use  all  warrantable  ciForts  to   disconcert  them^ 
and  the  mischief  which  follows  is  to  be  placed  to  the  account  of 
those  who  render  the  opposition  -i  necessary  measure. 

The  news  of  a  partial  repeal  did  not  satisfy  the  colonists*  But 
they  attempted  in  vain  to  keep  up  the  non-impcrtai.ion  ac;rce- 
mcnt  after  the  defection  of  New-York.  Mhe  Boston  merchants 
atlenc;th,  in  a  meeting  held  at  the  cofFec-housc  in  October,  uivi- 
iiimously  voted  to  alter  it,  and  adopt  tiie  same  plan  of  impor'-- 
ing  with  that  of  the  New-Yorkers.  It  appeared  toJbc  the  scnsfs 
of  the  one  and  the  other,  and  also  of  the- Philadelphians,  that 
no  tea  should  be  iniported  ;  and  that  if  any  was  brought  into  the 
several  porls,  it  sliould  be  sn;uggled  to  avoid  paying  the  dut/. 
The  VJ'-^i'^ia  house  of  burgesses,. in  a  petition  ta  his  m.'jcsty, 
expressed  their  exceeding  great  concern  and  deep  affliction  up-- 
on  finding,  that  the  several  acts  imposingduties  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  arevenuc  in  America,  were  continued;  and  said,  **A 
partial  -suspension  of  duties,  and  these  such  only  as  w^ere  im- 
posed upon  British  manufactures,  cannot  remove  the  too  well 
grounded  fears  and  apprehensions  of  your  majesty's  subjects, 
whilst  impositions,  are  continued  on  the  same  articles  of  foreign 
fabric,  and  entirely  retained  upon  tea,,  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  establishing  a  precedent  against  us."  The  present  year  was 
marked  by  a  different  scene  of  blood  than  what  offered  in  Fe- 
bruary, which  could  not  be  introduced  in  the  order  of  timc^ 
without  breaking  the  thread  of  the  preceding  narration. 

Outrages  had  been  committed  by  the  soldiers  ;  and  frequent 
quarrels  had  happened  between  them  and  the  inhabitants  of  Bos- 
ton, who  viewed  the  military  as  come  to  dragoon  them  int'> 
obedience  to  statutes,  instructions,  and  mandates  that  were  tho- 
roughly detested.  Each  day  gave  rise  to  new  occurrences  which 
augmented  the  animosity.  Reciprocal  insults  soured  the  teni- 
p-ers,  and  mutual  injuries  embittered  the  passions  of  the  opposite 
parties.  Beside,  some  fiery  spirits  who  resented  the  indignity  of 
having  -  soldiers  quartered  among  them,  were  continually  cxcit* 
ing  the  tovv'n's  people  to  quarrel  with  the  troops.  Not  only  so, 
but  a  pompous  nev/s-paper  account  of  a  victory  obtained  by  tlie 
inhabitants  of  New-Y'ork  over  the  soldiers  there  in  an  affray,  un- 
doubtedly excited  the  resentment  of  the  military  at  Boston,  and 
exultations  among  their  opponents,  and  thus  increased  the  fer- 
ment. Every  thing  tended  to  a  crisis  ;  and  it  is  rather  wonder- 
ful that  it  did  not  exist  sooner,  when  so  many  circumslauce? 
united  to  hasten  its  approach.  The  lieutenant  governor  did  uof 
attend  te  those  things  properlv,  ^nd  was  not  sutHcicntiy  caro^nL 

to 
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to  prevent  consequences,  by  strongly  urging  the  officers  to  keei> 
their  men  in  the  barracks  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  maintain 
the  strictest  disciphne.  He  was  desirous  of  recoramendino-him^ 
seJt  both^  to  them  and  the  commissioners,  and  thereforl  was 
very  cautious  lest  he  should  ofFend  either. 

At  length  a  private  of  the    twenty-ninth  regiment,  passing 
^long  in  the  morning  [March  2.]  near  Mr.  John  Gray's  ropet 
walk,  being  provoked  by  insulting  words,  resented  it,  and  bein? 
overpowered,  went  off;  but  soon  returned  with  a  dozen  soldier? 
-ho^tl"^  -^^'^^^  """'^  ^^^^  ropemakers  an  affray  ensued,  which  ter- 
minatea  Tu  &?.^fXf^l^''  ^^'^  former;  who  in  the  afternoon  arm- 
ed themselves  with  cluh^.*  ^^^^  ^^'^re  on  their  way  to  renew  the 
iiction,  but  were  stopped,   -9^^  this  many  of  the  town's  people 
•were  so  enraged,  that  they 'oit^.i'"^"^^^  ^^'^  fighting  it  out  with 
Ihc  soldiers  on  the  Monday,     Th6-.E?-'^:'^D''-  ^^(?/  ^^s  told  of 
the  determination  on  the  Saturday  ;  and  w^as  also  informed  that 
the  bells  were  to  be  rung  to  assemble  tlie  inhabitants  together ;  so- 
that  w^hen  on  the  Monday  evening  he  heard  them  ring,  he  was 
not  alarmed  with  an  apprehension  of  its  being  on  account  of  a 
fire's  breaking  out  in  the  town,  which  is  generally  the  case.* 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  militia  were  called  in  before  the  fir- 
ing upon  the  people,  or  that  any  regular  plan  was  formed  for 
compelling  the  troops  to  move  from  the  town ;  it  is  absurd  to 
think,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there  was  a  settled  plot  for  em- 
ploying the  soldiers  to  massacre  the  inhabitants.     But  from  the 
characters,  principles,  and  politics  of  certain  persons  among  the 
leaders  of  the  opposition,  it  may  be  feared,  that  they  had  no  ob-- 
jection  to  a  rencounter,  that  by  occasioning  the  death  of  a  few, 
might  eventually  clear  the  place  of  the  two  regiments.     I'hat 
some  design  was  on  foot,  which  might  be  attended  with  danger 
in  the  execution,  may  be  gathered  from  lieutenant-colonel  Mar- 
shaH's  saying,  when  giving  evidence  for  the  crown — *' The  bells 
were  ringing,  and  the  people  began  to  collect  as  they  do  at  the 
cry  of  fire,  and  I  began  to  think  it  was  fire,     I  had  a  mind  to 
go  out,  but  I  had  a  reluctance,  because  /  had  been  'warned  not 
to  go  out  that  night ;''  meaning  in  which  the  men  were  shot.f 
[Mar.  5.]  Between  seven  and  eight  o'clock  at  night,  unusual 
numbers  are  met  coming  from  the  south  end  of  the  town,  wnth 
sticks  in  their  hands,  and  serious  consequences  are  apprehended 
from  it.     About  the  same  time  parties,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  near  two  hundred,  several  with  great  sticks  or  clubs,  proceed 
irom  the  north  end,  some  of  whom  say,  "  let  us  go  to  the  south 

The  dodlor's  acccant  to  me,  "^c-hen  difccurfing  upon  v/hat  is  called  the 
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ciul  and  join  our  fiiends  there,  cind  attaek  the  damned  sconndrr'!:> 
and  drive  them  out  of  the  town  ;  t.liey  have  nohuslness  here."— 
More  people  than  common,  with  large  sticks,  are  observed  run- 
ning from  all  quarters  toward  King-street.  'I'jie  north  end  par- 
ties collcctin  and  about  Dock-square,  and  attack  several  soldiers 
belonging  to  Murray's  barracks  about  nine  o'clocl: :  upon  an  of- 
ficer's coming  up,  these  are  ordered  to  their  barracks,  and  when 
got  in,  with  much  difhculty,  are  immediately  confined.  The 
mob  follow  the  officer  to  the  gate,  and  provoke  the  soldiers  by 
the  most  abusive  language,  and  dare  them  to  come  out.  They 
are  hardly  rastraincd  by  their olRccrs  from  doing  it.  ^Vhile  these 
things  are  transacting,  some  are  calling  to-jon  horn  turn  oitty 
twenty  or  thirty  times  over  ;  others  cry  firc^  jirc^  in  different 
places,  the  more  effectually  to  draw  people  out  of  their  houses, 
and  to  increase  their  numbers  ;  and  soon  after  the  nine  o'clock 
bell  has  ceased,  the  bells  are  set  a  ringing,  which,  those  who  are 
not  better  informed,  imagine  to  be  the  alarm  of  fire. 

Upon  the  soldiers  being  restrained  to  the  barracks,  tlie  mob 
are  desired  by  one  or  more  considerate  persons  to  return  home. 
A  few  comply,  but  the  generality  have  something  further  to  en- 
gage their  attention.  Numbers  employ  themselves  in  tearing  up 
the  stalls  of  the  market-place  in  Dock-square,  for  the  purpose 
they  express  wiiile  calling  out,  "  Damn  the  dogs,  w^here  are  they 
now  ?  Let  us  go  and  kill  that  damned  scoundrel  of  a  sentry,  and 
then  attack  the  main-guard."  llie  body  of  the  mob  when  they 
have  linishcd  their  repeated  attacks  upon  the  barracks,  are  addres- 
sed in  the  street  by  a  tali  large  man  in  a  red  cloak  and  white  wig. 
After  listening  to  what  he  has  to  offer,  in  the  space  of  three  or 
four  mimitesthey  huzza  for  the  main-guard,  and  say,  ''"  We  will 
do  for  the  soldiers."  They  separate  into  three  divisions,  and  take 
different  routs  for  King-street,  one  through  the  main-street. 
A  party,  who  have  collected  at  Oliver's-dock,  bend  their  course 
toward  the  same  point.  In  the  mean  time,  the  sentry  before  the 
custom-house  is  assaulted  while  upon  duty.  K  boy  comes  up, 
and  pointing  to  him,  says,  "  There  is  the  son  of  a  bitch  that 
knocked  me  down."  About:  twenty  young  fellov\'s,  eighteen 
years  Old,  call  out,  "kill  him,  kill  liim,  knock  him  dov.'n." 
Their  behavior  obliges  him  to  load  his  gun.  'I'hey  pelt  him  with 
snow-balls,  pieces  of  Tee,  and  any  thing  that  offers,  and  h.ailoo, 
*>  fire  and  be  damned."  They  advanced  upon  him  ;  oblige  him  to 
retreat ;  he  mounts  the  steps,  and  knocks  at  the  door  for  admissi- 
on. Meeting  w^ith  no  relief  in  this  way,  more  persons  collect- 
ing in  the  street,  and  lii«  danger  increasing,  he  calls  out  to  the 
main-guard,  witliin  hearing,  for  protccti<^n.  Captain  Preston, 
the  Oiiicer  of  the  day,  being  ioid  that  the  ringing  of  the  bells  is 
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the  signal  for  the  inhabitants  assem^oling  to  attack  the  troops,  re^ 
pairs  to  the  main-guard  ;  and  learning  the  situation  of  the  sentry^ 
sendsoiFa  corporal  and  six  men  to  protect  both  him  and  the 
king's  chest  in  the  custom-house.  The  soldiers  m.arch  oft  with 
their  pieces  unloaded,  and  the  captain  follows  to  prevent  disor- 
der. Ere  they  have  formed,  that  part  of  the  mob  which  comes 
through  the  main-street,  and  appears  to  be  headed  by  the  mulatto 
Attucks,  and  ta  contain  a  number  of  sailers,  upon  coming  to  the 
town-house,  exclaim—"  Damn  the  rascals,  this  will  never  do ;  the 
readiest  way  to  get  rid  of  those  people,  is  to  attack  the  main-guard  ; 
strike  at  the  root,  this  is  the  nest.''  The  soldiers  are  pelted  while 
going  to  defend  their  comrade  ;  and,  when  upoji  their  station, 
iire  served  as  was  the  single  sentry,  have  snow-balls,  large  pieces 
of  ice,  sticks  and  other  things  thrown  at  them,  and  are  obliged 
to  load  for  their  own  safety.  The  reproachful  language  with  which 
they  arc  abused  excliisive  of  a  plenty  of  oaths  and  execrations^ 
,-v^  is,  "  Come  on  you  rascals,  you  Jobstcr  scoundrels,  you  bioody- 
p/  backs,  you  cowards,  you  dastards  for  bringing  arms  against  naked 
t  m.nicii ;  hre  if  you  dare  ;  fire  and  be  damned,  we  know  you  dare 
jiot.'"'  and  much  more  to  ihe  same  purpose.  The  reason  for  say- 
ing "  you  dare  not  fire,"  is  probably  to  be  found  in  the  doctrine 
latey  advanced,  "  that  soldiers,  Yv4iile  on  duty,  may  upon  no 
occasion  whatever  £rc  upon  their  fellow-subjects,  without  the  or- 
der of  a  civil  magistrate."  The  m^ob  press  in  upon  the  soldiers, 
^advance  to  the  points  of  the  bayonets,  are  desired  to  keep  oiF, 
and  are  treated  w^ith  cautious  attention.  This  may  be  owing  to 
apprehensions  of  danger  to  themselves  in  case  of  contrary  con- 
duct. The  shouts,  huzzas,  threats,  screams,  and  almost  yells  of 
the  mob,  with  the  ringing  of  the  bells  to  increase  the  general  con- 
tusion, may  justly  alarm  them;  but  their  precaution  soon  avails 
nothing.  AMiiie  they  are  pushing  off  the  people,  witliout  once 
leaving  their  station  or  attempting  to  follow  them,  the  mulatto, 
and  about  a  dozen  persons,  several  in  sailors  habits,  come  down 
to  the  spot,  give  three  cheers,  surround  the  soldiers,  and  strike 
their  guns  with  clubs,  crying  out  to  the  others,  "Do  not  be  afraid 
of  them,  they  dare  not  lire  ;  kill  them,  kill  them  ;  knock  them 
over."  The  mulatto*aims  a  blow  at  captain  Preston*,'strikes  down 
one  of  the  guns,  seizes  the  bayonet  with  his  left  hand,  and  shows 
a  hardy  disposition  answering  to  the  threats  which  have  been  ut- 
tered. At  this  instant,  there'^is  a  confused  cry  of  "  damn  your 
bloods  wjiy  don't  ypu  fire,"  and  partly  from  persons  behind  the 
captain.  Firing  succeeds.  Montgomery,  whom  the  mulatto  has 
assaulted,  after  recovering  his  legs,  and  relieving  his  gun  by  a 
sudden  twitch,  is  the  first  that  fires,  and  his  assailant  fahs.  After 
■i::  or  eight  seconds,  another  fire?,  the  other  five  follows  in  quick- 
h^  W-l-f^t»  vy],^u>^,-^  i^^Uj  ^  i^(\':^.  succession. 
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succession.  It  is  agreed,  tliut  only  seven  out  of  the  eight  sc/Icli^ 
crs  discharge  their  pieces,  and  that  no  one  fires  twice.  Three 
persons  are  killed  ;  live  are  very  dangerously  wounded,  -dVifS.  it 
few  slightly."  Most  are  either  passengers  going  through  the 
street,  or  anassisting  spectators.  It  is  well  that  no  more  are 
killed,  considering  tliat  there  were  from  hfty  to  a  hundred  a-^ 
bout  the  soldiers.  'I'hey  ran  ofF  at  the  firing,  but  soon  assemble 
Ugain  to  take  away  the  dead  and  wounded. 

I'hc  whole  town  is  hnrncdialeiy  in  the  greatest  commotion. 
Their  drums  beat  to  arms,  and  there  is  a  constant  calling  out, 
*'  to  arms,  to  arms,  turn  out  with  your  guns."  The  townsmea 
assemble  in  the  next  street,  to  the  amount  of  some  tJiousands.  The 
lieutenant-governor  repairs  to  captain  P/'e.9/o«,  and  upon  coming 
Uj),  asks  him,  "  how  came  you  to  lire  upon  the  people  without  the 
orders  of  a  civil  magistrate  r"  The  captain  begins  to  apologize 
for  what  had  happened,  by  saying,  "  xec  were  iiisidted  ;"  and  is 
about  adding  more,  but  recollecting  the  impropriety  of  the  place, 
stops  short,  and  asks  Mr.  Hutchinson  to  vralk  up  into  the  guard 
room,  where  he  means  to  finish  what  he  has  begun  ;  luit  the  lieu- 
tenant-governorgoes  to  the  council  chamber.  The  captain's  words 
are  observed  by  some  gentlemen,  who  attend  Mr.  Hutchinson, 
and  are  considered  as  conceding  to  the  implied  charge  of  having 
given  direction  to  fire,  and  are  remembered  to  his  disadvantage^ 
Mr.  Hutchinson  cannot  avoid  exposing  .•  Imsclf  in  th€  midst  of 
the  enraged  inhabitants,  upon  whom  he  prevails  to  disperse  till 
morning.  It  having,  been  a^clear  moon-iigiit  ni,^j.it,  persons  have 
been  enabled  to  distinguish  what  passed  ' 

[March  6.]  The  next  morning  tiie  people  collected  in  vast  bo- 
dies. The  heutenant-governor  summons  a  council.  Before  any 
debate  cammences,  lieutenant-colonel  y>)ii/r//?j27;/c',  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  Can'  attend,  being  informed  that  they  may  if  they  w:ilL 
The  town  meets  in  full  assembly,  and  choose  a  committee,  who^ 
while  the  business  is  largely  discussing  in  council,  wait  upon  the 
heutenant-governor  and  deliver  him  a  message,  declaring,  *'  It 
is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  meeting,  that  nothing  can  ra- 
tionally be  expected  to  restore  the  peace  of  the  town,  and  prevent 
blood  and  carnage,  but  the  immediate  removal  of  the  troops." 
Colonel  Dalrymple  signifies  to  Mr.  Hutchinson,  his  readiness  to. 
place  the  29th  regiment,  which  has  rendered  itself  in  a  special 
manner  obnoxious,  in  the  barracks  at  the  castle. 

In  the  afternoon  the  heutenant-governor  receives  another  mes- 
sage, acquainting  him,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  meeting,  con- 
sisting of  near  three  tliousand  people,  that  nothing  but  a  total  and 
immediate  removal  of  the  troops  will  satisfy.  Mr.  Sainuel  Adanis^. 
on^  of  Uie  coiiui\iUee,  in  his  yeaeivibiesreylQcks,  and  with  hands 
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tremW'ng  under  a  nervous  complaint,  tells  colonel  Dalrymple, 
*'  If  vou  can  remove  the  29th  regiment,  you  can  also  remove  the 
14th';  and  it  is  at  your  peril  if  you  do  not  ;"  and  continues  talk- 
ing to  him  in  such  a  resolute  tone,  and  with  such  strong  impli- 
cations, as  nearly  to  communicate  the  trembling  to  the  colo- 
nel. Mr.  llutciiinson  wishes  to  get  clear  of  the  council,  but 
ijids  it  impossible  ;  and  therefore  lays  the  matter  before  them. 
Several  declare  their  apprehensions  of  more  bloodshed,  unless 
the  troops  are  removed.  Mr.  lio;-^al  Tykr'm  his  zeal  for  effect- 
ing it,  say  to  him,  *'  It  is  not  such  people  as  formerly  pulled 
down  your  house  v/ho  conduct  the  present  measures.  No  ;  they 
are  people  of  the  best  characters  among  us,  men  of  estates,  men 
of  religion.  They  have  formed  their  plan  for  removing  the  troops 
cut  of^tcv/n,  and  it  is  impossible  they  should  remain  in  it.  The 
people  will  come  in  from  the  neighboring  towns  ;  there  w^ill  be 
ten  thousand  men  to  effect  the  removal  of  the  troops,  who  will  pro- 
bably be  destroyed  by  the  people,  be  itcalled  a  rebeUiun,  or  occasion 
the  loss  of  cur  charter,  or  be  the  consequence  what  it  may."  When 
Mr.  lYier  said,  they  have  formed  their  plan,  it  was  not  to  be 
understood  that  the  plan  was  formed  prior,  but  subsequent  to  the 
bloodshed  of  the  preceding  evening.  His  representations  might 
be  aggravated  :  even  v\^hen  there  is  not  a  natural  cast  for  hyper- 
bole^ persons  inflamed  by  passion,  will  imperceptibly  have  a  re- 
course to  the  figure.  jMr.  Hutchinson  tells  the  council,  "  No- 
thing shall  ever  induce  me  to  order  the  troops  out  of  town.'* 
They,  uponthat,  unanimously  advise  him  to  request  colonel  Dal- 
rymple  to  order  them  to  the  castle.  To  the  colonel  he  says,  "  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  it  lies  wholly  w^ith  you."  While  they 
are  pressing  him,  the  people  are  informed,  that  the  colonel  is  rea- 
dy to  remove  the  rigiments,  if  the  lieutenant  governor  will  only 
ioin  in  desiring  it.  He  inclines  to  stand  out,  and  to  leave  it  with 
the  colonel  and  council  to  settle  as  they  can  agree  about  the  bu- 
siness. He  deliberates  till  near  night,  dreading  lest  any  one  mea- 
sure he  may  adopt,  shall  lessen  him  in  the  opinion  of  the  ministry 
and  endanger  his  advancement.  At  length  the  secretary,^  Mr. 
Oliver,  perceiving  how  artfully  matters  are  managed,  whispers 
him  in  the  ear,  "  you  must  either  comply  or  determine  to  leave 
tlie  province."  llris  prevails  ;  he  complies  with  the  advice  of 
the  council,  and  the  general  ferment  begins  to  subside.  The 
troops,  however,  are  not  removed  so  early  as  is  expected  by  the 
town  ;  they  continue  till  the  next  Monday  ;  and  upon  the  co- 
lonel's being  asked  the  reason,  he  mentions  that  it  lies  at  the 
door  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  who  shuffles  with  the  colonel, 
in  hope  that  some  occurrence  will  exist,  which  may  exempt  hiiu 
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from  being  charged  with  occasioning  the  removal  of  the  troops 
by  the  interposition  of  liis  advice. 

'  Meanwhile  captain  Preston  and  his  party  are  committed  to 
jail.  One  of  the  wounded  men  dies.  It  is  determined  to  bury 
the  four  persons-*  in  one  vault,  and  in  a  peculiarly  resj)ectfuf 
manner.  [March  8.]  Tlie  generality  of  the  shops  in  town  are 
shut.  All  the  bells  of  Boston,  Charlestown,  and  Roxbury,  arc 
ordered  to  toll  in  the  most  doleful  tone.  The  corpses  form  a 
junction  in  King-street,  where  they  fell  when  the  soldiers  tired. 
Hence  they  proceed  in  orderly  succession  through  the  main 
street,  followed  by  an  immense  concourse  of  people,  so  numer- 
ous  as  to  be  obliged  to  go  in  ranks  oF  six  a-brcast,  and  the  whole 
closed  by  a  long  train  of  carriages  belonging  to  the  principal 
gentry  of  the  town,  'llius  are  they  distinguished  and  lionorably 
attended  to  the  place  of  interment,  with  unparalleled  pomp,  not 
on  account  of  personal  merit,  but  to  express  the  vehement  indig- 
nation of  the  inhabitants  against  the  slaughterof  their  brethren, 
by  the  British  soldiery  quartered  among  them,  in  ^  iolation,  as 
they  imagine,  of  their  civiUibertics. 

[October  24.]  Captain  Preston's  trial  begins.     Messrs.  Joha 
Adams  and  Josiah  Quincy  arc  liis  council.     They  are  warm  in 
the  cause  of  liberty,  and  offend  several  of  their  own  party  by  un-- 
dcrtaking  the  defence  of  the  prisoner ;  but  faithfully  employ 
their  distinguished  abilities  in  his  behalf     I'hc  trial  does  not  fi- 
nish till  the  thirtieth.     While  carrying  on,  Mr.  Quincy  pushes 
the  examination  and  cross-examination  of  the  v^^itnesses  to  such 
an  extent,  that  Mr.  Adams,  in  order  to  check  it,  is  obliged  to 
tell  him.,  that  if  he  will  not  desist,  he  shall  decline  having  any 
thing  further  to  do  in  tlie  cause.     The  captain  and  his  friends 
are  alarmed,  tmd  consult  about  engaging  another  counsellor  ; 
but  Mr.  Adams  has  no  intention  of  abandoning  his  client.     He 
is  sensible  that  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  obtain  a  favorable -^^"^  *  ^ 
verdict  from  an  impartial  jury  ;  and  only  feels  for  the  honor  of '^'^"J^'^ 
the  town,  which  he  apprehends  will  suffer  yet  more,  if  the  wit-  '^'^^  /.' 
nesses  are  exam.ined  too  closely  and  particularly,  and  by  that    *  J^ ' 
mean  more  truth  be  drawn  from  them  than  what  has  an  imnie-  *^'  ^**!^ 
diate  connection  with  the  soldiers  tiring,  by  or  without  the  or- '^*"^'*" 


;  yet  I  feel  myself  deeply 
fair  turns  oufso  much  to  the  disgrace  of  every  person  concerned 
*  Samuel  Gray,  Samuel  Maverick,  James  Caidwell,  and  Crifpus  Attucks^ 
Samuel  Gray  was  a  journeyman,  and  wrought  in  Ihe  rope-walks  belonging 
to  Mr.  John  Grav,  the  rope-raaker. 

Vox,  I.       *  B  b  against 
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^o-ainst  hkn,  and  so  much  to  the  shame  of  the  town  in  gcncrah'*' 
"XhQ  jury  returned  their  verdict — Not  guilty. 

[Nov.  27.]  On  Tuesday  commences  the  trial  of  Willianx. 
Wemms,  James  Hartegan,  William  M'Cauiey,  Hugh  White, 
Iviatthew  Killroy,  Williimi  AVarren,  John  Carrol,  and  Hugh 
Montgomery,  soldiers  in  the  29th  i^t^gUrient,  for  the  murder  of 
Crispus  Attucks,  Samuel  Grdj^  Samuel  Maverick,  James  Cald^ 
well,  and  Patrick  Carr,, the  last  of  whom  did  not  die  thl  ten  days, 
after  he  was  wounded.  The  soldiers  have  the  same  counsel  that. 
was  engaged  for  their  captain,  'lire  trial  is  continued  from  day 
to  day,^Sunday  excepted,  till  V/ednesday,  December  the  fifth,.. 
Attempts,  were  made  to  prejudice  the  people  against  the  pri> 
doners,  one  especially  in  a  certain  weekly  paper  the  day  befors 
the  trial  began.  The  publication  included  an  insult  on  the  su- 
preme court,  and  expressed  the  greatest  malignity  of  heart. — ► 
To  counteract  the  baneful  effects  of  all  such  proceedings,  Mr. 
Quincy,  in  his  address  to  the  justices  and  jury,  observes—"  We 
iraist  steel  ourselves  against  passions,  which  contaminate  the  foun- 
tain of  justice.  Let  it  be  borne  deep  upon  our  minds,  that  the 
|;-risoners  are  to  be  condemned  by  the  evidence  here  in  court 
produced  against  them,  and  by  nothing  else.  Matters  heard  oil 
seen  abroad,  are  to  have  no  weight ;  in  general  they  undermine 
the  pillars  of  justice  and  truth.  As  though  a  series  of  ex  parts, 
evidence  was  not  enough,  all  tlie  colours  of  the  canvas  have 
iecn  touched  in. order  to  freshen  the  wounds,  and  by  a  transport 
of  imagination  we  are  made  present  at  the  scene  of  action.  The 
prints  exhibited  in  our  houses  have  added  wings  to  fancy,  and 
in  the  fervor  of  our  zeal,  reason  is  in  hazard  of  being  lost.  Ths 
pomp  of  funeral,  the  horrors  of  death,  have  been  so  delineated, 
as  to  give  a  spring  to  our  ideas,  and  inspire  a  glow  incompatible 
V7ith  sound,  dehberate  judgment.  In  this  situation,  every  pas- 
sion has  alternately  been  predominant.  They  have  each  in  tura 
subsided  in  degree,  and  they  have  sometimes  given  place  tode- 
■  spondence,.  grief,  and  sorrow.  How  careful  should  we  be,  thati 
we  do  not  mistake,  the  impressions  of  gloom  and  melancholy,. 
for  the  dictates  of  reason  and  truth!  How  careful,  lest  borne, 
away  by  a  torrent  of  passion,  we  mak-e  shipwreck  of  conscience  ! 

"'Many  things  yet  exist  sufficiezit  to  keep  alive  the  glow  o£ 
indignation.  1  have  aimed  at  securing  you  against  the  catching; 
iiam'e.  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge  my  duty  in  tliis  respect. 
'What  success  will  foUow  those  endeavors,  depends  on  you,, 
gentlemen.  If  being  told  of  your  danger  will  not  produce  cau^ 
tion,  nothing  will.  If  you  are  determined  in  opinion,  it  is  iu 
vain  to  say  more  \  but  if  you  are  zealous  enquirers  after  th& 
truth ;  if  you  iire  wiUiii^  W  \\%<^^  wiU^  iinp^ltiHii'-v,  to  examine 
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s.nd  judge  for  yourselves,  cnougli  has  l)':?cn  said  to  apprize  yo'.i 
of  those  avenues  at  which  the  enemies  of  truth  and  justice  aro 
most  likely  to  enter,  and  most  easily  to  beset  you." 

When  the  evidence  in  favor  of  the  prisoners  is  finished,  Mr.- 
Quincy  resumes  his  address — "I  stated  to  you,  gentlemen,  your 
duty  in  opening  this  cause.  I  pointed  out  the  dangers  to  wliich 
you  were  exposed.  How  much  need  was  there  that  you  should 
suspend  your  judgment  till  the  v/itncsses  were  all  examined  ! — » 
How  different  is  the  complexion  of  the  case  ?  Will  not  all  this 
serve  to  show  ev«ry  honest  man  the  little  truth  to  be  attained  in 
partial  hearings  ?  J'his  trial  ought  to  Iiavc  another  effect  ;  it 
should  servo  to  convince  us  all  of  the  impropriotv.,  nay,  injustice, 
of  giving  a  latitude  in  conversation  upon  topics  likely  to  come, 
under  a  judicial  decision  ;  the  criminality  of  thiscomductis  cer- 
tainly inhanced,  when  such  loose  sallies  and  discourses  arc  so 
prevalent  as  to  be  likely  to  touch  the  life  of  a  citizen.  In  tho 
present  case,  how"  great  w^asthe  prepossession  against  us  !  and  I 
appeal  to  you,  gentlemen,  as  to  what  cause  there  now  is  to  altCG 
our  sentiments," 

In  the  course  of  pleading,  he  is  under  a  necessity  of  saying, — 
"  And  here,  gentlemen,  1  must  first  tell  you  by  what  law  the 
prisoners  are  not  to  be  tried  or  condemned.  And  they  most 
certainly  are  noliohc  tried  by  the  Mosaic  law:  aiaw  wx  take  it, 
especially  designed  for  the  government  of  a  peculiar  nation,  who 
being  in  a  great  m.easure  under  a  theocratical  from  of  govern- 
ment, its  institutions  cannot,  with  any  propriety,  be  adduced 
for  our  regulation  in  these  days.  It  is  w^ith  pain,  therefore,  I 
have  observed  any  eadeavor  to  mislead  our  judgment  on  this 
occasion,  by  drawing  our  attention  to  the  precepts  delivered  in 
the  days  of  Moses  :  and  by  disconnected  passages  of  scripture, 
applied  in  a  manner  foreign  to  their  original  design  or  import, 
there  seems  to  have  been  an  attempt  to  touch  some  peculiar  sen- 
tmients  which  we  know  are  thought  to  be  prevalent  ;  and  in 
this  way  we  take  it,  an  injury  is  like  to  be  done,  by  giving  the 
mind  a  bias  it  ought  never  to  have  received,  because  it  is  not 
warranted  by  our  laws." 

*'  We  have  heard  it  publicly  said  of  late,  oftener  than  former- 
ly. Whosoever  slicddeth  man' s blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed. 
This  is  plainly,  gentlemen,  a  general  rule,  which  like  all  others 
of  the  kind  must  have  its  exceptions — a  rule,  which  if  taken  in 
its  strict  literal  latitude,  would  imply,"that  a  man  killing  another 
in  self-defence,  would  incur  the  pains  of  death — a  doctrine  that 
certainly  never  prevailed  under  the  il/oiV/ztV// institution  ;  for  we 
find  the  Jews  had  their  six  cities  of  refuge,  to  which  the  man- 
^layermight  tiee  from  the  avenger  of  blood."  Let  it  be  observed. 
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enpassanfy  that  it  was  ordained  that  the  man-slayer  should  abide 
in  the  city  of  refuge  till  the  death  of  the  high-priests,  so  every 
person  to  escape  such  confinement  and  restraint,  would  be  ex- 
tremely careful  lest  he  should  prove  the  casual  occasion  of  ano- 
ther's death  ;  and  would  not  venture  upon  gratifying  a  settled 
or  sudden  evil  disposition,  by  needlessly  slaying  a  fellows-creature, 
because  it  would  pass  for  chance-medly.  But  to  go  on  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  Quincy.  "  And  so,  that  the  murderer  shall 
fiee  io  the  pit,  comes  under  the  same  consideration.  And  when 
we  hear  it  asked,  as  it  very  lately  has  been,"  Who  DARE  stay 
him  ?  "  I  answer,  if  the  laws  of  our  country  stay  him,  you  ought 
to  do  likewise  ;  and  every  good  subject  dares  to  do  what  the 
law  allows.  But  the  very  position  is  begging  the  question  ;  for 
the  question  now  in  issue  is,  whether  either  of  the  prisoners  is 
a  murderer  in  the  sense  of  our  laws^  w^hat  is  murder  and  what 
not,  is  a  qiiestmi  of  laii)  arising  upon  facts  stated  and  allowed.'* 

**  Again,  you  shall  take  no  satisfaction  for  the  life  of  a  mur^ 
derer,  who  is  guilty  of  death.''  Here  again  is  a  begging  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  moreover  the  words  guilty  of  death,  if  rightly  consi- 
dered, must  be  one  of  those  general  rules  which  always  have 
iheir  exceptions.  But  in  the  margin  of  our  great  bible,  we  find 
ihem  rendered /6'l'//j/  to  die.  Against  a  position  of  this  kind  w^e 
liave  no  objection.  Ifvve  have  commiitGd  a  fault,  on  which 
our  laws  inflict  the  punishment  of  death,  we  must  suffer.  But 
what  fault  we  have  committed,  you  are  to  inquire  ;  or  ratlier 
you,  gentlemen,  are  to  And  the  facts  proved  in  court  against  iis^ 
and  the  judges  are  to  see  and  consider  what  the  law  pronounces 
touching  our  offence,  and  what  punishment  is  thereby  inflicted 
its  a  penalty." 

Mr.  John  Adams,  in  his  pleadings^  produces  from  tlie  best  au- 
thorities, those  rules  of  law  which  must  govern  all  cases  of  homi- 
cide, and  particularly  that  which  is  before  the  court  ^  and  then 
considcrsthe  evidence,  to  see  whether  any  thing  has  occurredthat 
maybe  compared  to  the  rules  of  law.  He  enters  into  a  minute 
consideration  of  every  witness  produced  on  the  crown  side;  and 
endeavours  to  show  from  the  evidence  on  that  side,  that  the  as- 
isault  upon  the  party  was  sufficiently  dangerous  to  justify  the 
prisoners  ;  at  least  that  it  was  sufficiently  provoking  to  reduce 
to  manslaughter  the  crime  even  of  the  two,  who  are  supposed 
to  be  proved  guilty  of  having  killed.  He  then  proceeds  to  consi- 
der the  testimonies  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prisoners  ;  and  con- 
cludes with — "I  will  enlarge  no  more  on  the  evidence,  but  sub- 
mit to  you,  gentlemen.- — Facts  are  stubborn  things  ;  and  what^ 
ever  may  be  our  wishes,  our  inclinations,  or  the  dictates  of  our 
passions,  they  cannot  alter  the  state  of  facts  and  evidence  :   nor 

is 
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is  the  law  Jess  stable  than  the  fact.  If  an  assault  was  made  to 
endanger  their  lives  tlie  law  is  clear,  they  had  a  light  to  kill  in 
their  own  defence.  U  it  was  not  so  severe  as  to  endanger  their 
lives,  yetifthey  were  assaulted  at  all,  struck  and  abused  by  blows 
of  any  sort,  by  snow-balls,  oyster-shells,  cinders,  clubs,  or  sticks 
of  any  kind,  this  was  a  provocation  for  which  the  law  reducea 
the  oiFence  of  killing  down  to  manslaughter,  in  consideration 
to  those  passions  in  our  nature  which  cannot  be  eradicated. — 
To  your  candor  and  justice  1  submit  the  prisoners  and  their 
cause." 

*'  I'hc  law,  in  all  vicissitudes  of  government,  fluctuations  of 
the  passions,  or  tiights  of  enthusiasm,  will  preserve  a  steady  un- 
d.eviating  course;  it  will  not  bend  to  the  uncertain  wishes, ima- 
ginations, and  wanton  tempers  of  men.  1  o  use  the  words  of  a 
great  and  worthy  man,  a  patriot,  and  an  hero,  an  enlightened 
friend  of  mankind,  and  martyr  to  liberty,  t  mean  Algernon 
Sidney,  who  from  his  earliest  infancy  sought  a  tranquil  retire- 
ment under  the  shadow  of  the  tree  of  liberty,  with  his  tongue, 
his  pen,  and  his  sword.  "  The  law  (says  he)  no  passion  can  di- 
sturb. 'Tis  void  of  desire  and  fear,  lust  and  anger.  'Tis  mens 
sine  affcctii  ;  written  reason  ;  retaining  some  measure  of  the  di- 
vine perfection.  It  docs  not  enjoin  that  which  pleases  a  weak, 
frail  man,  but  without  any  regard  to  persons,  commands  that 
which  is  good,  and  punishes  evil  in  all,  whether  rich  or  poor, 
high  or  low.  'Tis  deaf,  inexorable,  inflexible."  On  the  one 
hand  it  is  inexorable  to  the  cries  and  lamentations  of  the  prison- 
ers ;  on  the  other  it  is  deaf,  deaf  as  an  adder  to  the  clamors  of 
the  populace." 

The  judges  when  summing  up  the  evidence  to  the  jury,  and 
giving  their  opinions  of  the  constructions  of  law  upon  the  evi- 
dence apply  themselves  to  the  removing  of  those  bad  impressi- 
ons, w^hich  may  possibly  have  been  made  upon  the  jury  by  the 
misconstruction  of  scripture  passages.  Says  one  of  them — "  In 
the  course  of  this  year  you  doubtless  have  heard  much  of  the  law 
given  to  the  Jei^^s  respecting  homicide,  as  well  as  of  the  precept 
given  to  Noah,  that  xc/wso  slicddcth  man's  blood,  by  man  shall 
his  blood  be  shed.  Whence  it  has  been  inferred,  that  whosoever 
voliuitarilij  kills  another,  whateverthe  inducement  or  provocation 
may  be,  is  a  murderei\  and  as  such  ought  to  be  put  to  death. — * 
But  surely  not  only  the  avenger  of  blood,  and  he  who  killed  a 
thief  breaking  up  a  house  in  the  night,  were  exceptions  to  that 
general  precept,  but  also  he  who  killed  another  in  his  own  de- 
fence. Even  the  Jewish  doctors  allowed  this,  and  that  justly  ; 
because  the  right  of  self  defence  is  founded  in  the  law  of  nature.'* 
it  appears  upon  the  trial,  that  the  facts  rclaied  above,  under  the 
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iifth  of  March  are  well  attested.  There  are  no  less  than  thirfij- 
eight  witnesses  to  prove  a  design  to^ack  the  soldiers.  Six  of 
whom  the  council  for  tlielci ngh a ve  produced.  Nigh  t/iirti/  wit- 
nesses have  sworn  to  words  of  provocation  uttered  against  the 
prisoners,  as  daring  them  to  lire,  and  threatening  to  kill  them  ; 
and  twentij-iive  have  witnessed  to  zVt,  snow-ballsy  sticks,  &c.  be- 
ing  thrown  at  them,  ten,  of  whom  are  witnesses  for  the  crown. — ► 
There  is  evidence  that  Patrick  Carr,  one  of  the  deceased,  re- 
peatedly declared  and  confirmed  the  same  but  a  few  hours  be- 
fore he  died — that  he  went  with  a  design  against  the  soldiers  ;  that 
he  thought  they  were  abused  and  would  have  fired  before  ;  that 
he  forgave  and  did  not  blame  the  man,  whoever  he  was  that  shot 
him ;  that  he  blamed  himself  for  going  to  the  riot,  and  might 
have  known  better,  for  he  had  seen  soldiers  called  to  quell  riots, 
i)ut  never  saw  any  bear  half  so  much  before.  The  jury  with- 
drew for  about  two  hours  and  a  half.  Upon  comparing  the  evi- 
dence, they  cannot  be  convinced  that  the  soldiers  were  not  too 
hasty  in  firing.  Was  there  evidence  of  all  having  fired,  they 
w^ould  convict  all  of  manslaughter  ;  but  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands, 
that  no  more  than  seven  guns  were  fired,  consequently  one  is 
innocent,  and  they  choose  that  the  guilty  shall  escape  rather 
than  one  innocent  person  be 'convicted.*  They  return  into 
irourt  and  agree,  that  as  to  Wemms,  Hartegan,  M'Cauley, 
White,  Warren,  and  Carro],  they  are  not  guilty,  on  which  they 
are  immediately  discharged.  As  to  Killroy  and  Montgomery, 
they  agree  th.at  they  are  not  guilty  of  murder,  but  of  manslaugh- 
ter. Both  pray  the  benefit  of  clergy,  which  is  allowed  ;  each 
is  burnt  in  the  hand  in  open  court,  and  discharged.  [Dec.  5.1 
Tiie  trial  has  been  long,  but  the  issue  of  it,  as  well  as  of  that  of 
the  captain's,  may  be  brought  in  proof  of  the  integrity  of  Boston 
juries,  venturing  to  give  upright  verdicts  in  defiance  of  popular 
opinions. 

[Dec.  12.]  Edward  Manwaring,  esq.  John  Munroc,  gentle- 
man, Hammond  Green,  boat-builder,  and  Thomas  Greenwood, 
labourer,  were  tried  for  being  present,  aiding,  assisting,  &c. 
WiUiam  Warran  in  the  murder  of  Crispus  Attucks.  The 
whole  evidence  consisted  in  one  witness's  declaring  that  he  saw 
two  flashes  from  the  custom-house,  one  from  the  balconv,  tlic 
other  from  a  chamber  window,  and  a  person  in  the  balcony  with 
a  gun  or  pistol  in  his  hand  ;  and  in  the  testimony  of  a  French 
boy,  servant  to  Mr.  Manv/aring,  who  swore  to  his  being  at  tlie 
custom-house  when  the  soldiers  fired,  and  to  a  story  of  persons 
firing  out  of  the  chamber  v/indow.     The  falsehood  of  the  whole 

t  Lieutenant-governor  Hutchinfon's  letter  of  December  jo,  1770. 
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evidence  was  immediately  detected  l)y  a  nuiiil)er  of  tlic  most  cre- 
ditable witnesses,  so  tliat  the  jury  aei[uiLted  tlxe  piisoncis  witiioa3 
going  tVoni  their  seats. 

In  the  pleadings  upon  the  trials,  (of  the  soldiers  especially) 
Mr.  John  Adams  discussed  the  subject  ot  homicide  so  largely, 
and  showed  so  fully  by  what  a  variety  of  circumstances  it  was 
reduced  to  manslaughter,  thai  the  popular,  leaders  perceived  the 
necessity  vfalteriug  their  plan  of  opposition  to  the  military,  and 
from  thence  forward  promoted  a  particular  attention  to  the  mili- 
tia and  the  manual  exercise,  that  the  country  might  be  qualified 
for  repelling  arms  by  arms,  whenever  the  same  should  be  requi- 
site for  the  preservation  of  their  liberties. 

The  ferment  occc^sioned  by  the  minesterial  measures  did  not 
p.ubside  in  the  New-York  colony  any  more  than  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts. 

About  the  middle  of  January,  and  at   nrght,  the  llherty-poU 
was  cut  down  bv  the  soldiery,  which  enraged  the  inhabitants,  and 
produced  much  disturbance  and  riot  afterward  between  them  and 
tlie  troops..    The  soldiers  posted  up  papers  about  the  city  against 
the  sons  of  liberty  which  occasioned  a  considerable  affray. ^ — > 
The  opposition  soon  expressed  their  determination  to  preserve, 
by  erecting  a  nQwlibcrtij-polc,  strongly  secured  v.^itli  iron,  to  pre-- 
vent  its  being  demolishecL     The  Maij-poles  in  different  parts  of 
the  .continent  had  clianged  their  names,  or  given  place  to  libcrti/^ 
vole,  after  the  exhibition  upon  the  liberty  tree  at  Boston  during 
the  stamp  act.     The  conduct  of  the  soldiers  was  probably  owing' 
to  tlie  measures  which  had  been  taken  the  preceding  month,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  assembly's  granting  money  for  the  support 
of  the  troops.     The  assembly  had  in  their  former  session,  voted 
to  supply  his  majesty's  troops   quartered  in  the  colony,  which- 
gave  great  umbrage.     To  quiet  the  people  tliey  made  a  unani^ 
mous  declaration,  that  it  sliould  he  the  last  supply  thev  would 
ever  grant,   until  their   grievances  were  redressed,  and  it  gave 
satisfaction.     But  the  house  in  the  present  session,  passed  a  vota 
for  a  further  supply  of  c£\2000  which  greatly  inflamed  the  minds 
of  the  inhabitants.     Two  papers  were  published  upon  the  occa- 
sion :  the  one  addressed /o  the  bctrinjcdinluibitanisof  the citij and 
colony  of  New-York,   and   signed  A  Son  of   Liberty:  the 
other  signed  Legion,  desiring  the  inhabitants  to  meet  in  the 
fields.  The  paperswere  voted /(//iY^^tY/zV/t;//.?,  and  i  nf a  mous  Xih^W 
by  the  assembly,  who  desired  the  lieutenant  governor  to  issue  out 
proclamations,  offering  a  reward  for  the  discovery  of  the  authors^ 
^MOO  for  the  first,  and  X.bO  for  the  last     A  stripling  who  had 
been  journeyman  to  the  printer  of  the  first,  but  discharged  for 
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plaint  against  his  late  master,  who  was  terrified  hito  a  discovevy 
of  Mr.  M'Dougall  as  the  publisher.  Mr.  M'Bougall  was  by 
the  chief  justice's  warrant  brought  before  hhn,  and  upon  refusing 
to  give  bail  was  committed  to  jail.  [Feb.  8.]  In  consequence  of 
the  second  paper,  about  1400  inhabitants  met,  and  appointed 
?vlr.  John  Lamb  to  propound  questions  relative  to  the  vote  of 
the  assembly.  After  explaining  it,  the  question  was  put,  "  Do 
you  approve  of  the  vote  r"  A'ow^asthe  answer.  He  proceeded, 
*'  Are  you  for  giving  money  to  the  troops,  on  any  consideration 
whatsoever  ?"  It  was  again  No.  There  were  but  about  half  a 
dozen  for  the  affirmative  upon  either  of  the  questions.  He  then 
asked,  "  Will  you  appoint  a  committee  to  communicate  the 
whole  of  this  transaction  to  your  members  f"  Yes  was  the  w^ord. 
They  then  appointed  for  the  committee,  Messrs.  Isaac  Sears^ 
Casper  Wistti\  Jlexander  APDoiigaU^  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Sa- 
mud  Broome,  jun.  Erasmus  Williams,  and  James  Vayi  Vaurk. — 
The  meeting  in  the  fields,  and  the  transactions  at  it,  were  several 
weeks  before  the  discovery  and  commitmentof  Mr.  JSP  Doug  alL 
Mr.  Lamb  was  called  before  the  house  to  answer  for  his  conduct ; 
but  in  the  mean  time  the  committee  wTote  to  the  speaker,  ac- 
knowledging themselves,  in  every  respect  parties  wath  him,  and 
answerable  for  each  step  that  had  been  taken,  and  ready  to  de- 
fend their  conduct  in  a  constitutional  manner.  When  Mr.  Lamb 
appeared  before  the  assembly,  he  told  them  that  he  had  assembled 
with  the  rest  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  had  proposed  questionSy 
which  as  a  citizen,  a  freeman,  and  an  Englisliman,\\Q  had  a  right 
to  do,  and  w^as  surprised  to  hear  it  controverted.  The  house 
finding  that  they  had  to  do  with  the  men  of  sens  and  resolution, 
who  were  determined  upon  supporting  the  rights  of  their  coun- 
trymen and  fellow  citizens,  gave  up  the  point  and  dismissed  them. 
Their  vote  of  c£.2000  for  the  troops  soon  passed  into  a  law  :  but 
the  deficiency  demanded  by  the  lieutenant  governor  as  arrears 
amounted  to  upward  of  ofc\l000  was  left  unpaid.  Had  there 
been  a  provision  for  the  arrears  ;  the  compliance  of  the  mutiny 
act  would  have  been  formal  and  complete.  The  matters  were 
carried  so  far  must  be  attributed  to  an  extraordinary  and  sudden 
coalition  in  the  assembly  between  politicians,  who  had  long  been 
at  mortal  variance. 

[April.]  The  grand  jury  found  a  bill  against  captain  M'Dou- 
gall,  but  the  trial  was  put  off  ;  and  he  was  bailed  out  of  jail. — . 
When  he  house  met  again  toward  the  close  of  the  year,  he  was 
ordered  to  attend  at  their  bar.  The  speaker  asked  him  whether 
he  was  the  author  or  publisher  of  the  address,  he  He  declined 
answering,  and  assigned  his  reasons.  It  was  resolved,  that  in 
his  reply  he  dgaicdSie  authority  of  the  house,  und  was  therefore 

guilty- 
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guilty  of  a  high  contempt  C)ii  his  refusing  to  ask  pardon  of 
the  house,  he  was  ordered  into  custody,  and  the  speaker  issued 
his  warrant  to  the  jail-keeper  of  the  city  to  receive  and  keep  hini 
prisoner  until  he  should  be  dichargcd  by  due  course  of  law.  He 
remained  in  jail  till  the  assembly  was  prorogued  on  the  25th  of 
the  following  Februarys  1771,  when  he  was  enlarged  after  a 
confinment  of  near  three  months.  It  was  not  till  March  the 
27th  that  he  was  discharged  from  his  recognizance,  by  the  su- 
preme court  then  sitting  at  New-York^  (without  having  been 
brought  to  a  trial)  after  having  been  under  bonds  for  near  twelve 
months,  and  suffered  twenty  and  three  weeks  actual  imprison- 
ment. He  was  the  first  sufferer  for  liberty  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  united  efforts  of  the  American  sons  to  frustrate  the 
ministerial  plans  for  encroaching  upon,  and  eventua^lly  subvert- 
ing their  long  claimed  and  enjoyed  rights  and  privileges.  This 
honor  belongs  to  a  gentleman  born  in  Scotland,  and  who  is  in- 
deed, what  he  signed  himself,  A  son  of  Liberty,  He  bore  his 
imprisonment  with  fortitude  ;  but  the  disagreeableness  of  it  was 
much  lessened,  and  the  disgrace  of  it  wholly  removed,  as  the  ci- 
tizens of  the  highest  and  best  characters  la{^ics  and  gentlemen 
resorted  to  the  place  of  his  confinement.  His  character  as  well 
as  his  case  was  good  ;  so  that  the  most  virtuous  espousers  o£ 
the  latter  were  neither  afraid  nor  ashamed,  by  their  repeated 
visits,  to  afford  him^their  public  countenance. 

The  Massachusetts  ?ig-du\  demands  your  attention. 

[May  31.]  The  nevp- general  court  met  at  Cambridge;  tho 
house  remonstrated  againstbcing  held  there,  or  at  any  other  place 
than  Boston  ;  and  by  a  majority  of  69  out  of  102,  voted  it  to  be 
a  very  great  grievance,  and  resolved  not  to*  do  business  out  of 
Boston ;  on  which  the  lieutenant  governor  prorogued  them. 

[July  25.]  They  met  again,  but  the  assembly  refused  to  do 
business  ;  and  in  their  message  to  Mr.  Hutchinson^  insited  upon 
the  right  of  people  to  appeal  to  heaven  in  disputes  between  them 
and  persons  in  power,  when  there  is  an  abuse  of  power  ;  but  they 
softened  w^iat  they  advanced,  by  saying  "  We  would,  however, 
by  no  means  be  understood  to  suggest,  that  this  people  have  oc- 
t:asion  at  present  to  proceed  to  such  extremity;  and  yet  they  af- 
terward added,  "  tliese  and  other  grievances  and  cruelties,  too 
many  to  be  here  enumerated,  and  too  melancholy  to  be  much 
longer  borne  by  this  people,  we  have  seen  brought  upon  us  by 
the  devices  of  the  ministers  of  state.'*  They  were  prorogued 
afresh. 

[Sept.  2G.]  They  met  a  third  time.  The  lieutenant  gover- 
nor told  them  that  the  garrison  at  the  castle  in  the  pay  of  the 
•    Vol.  L  C  c  province 
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province  was  to  be  withdrawn  by  order  of  his  majesty,  and  the 
fortress  to  be  garrisoned  by  regular  forces.  His  orders  were 
io  deliver  the  possession  of  the  fort  to  such  officer  as  general  Gage 
should  direct  to  take  the  comrhand  of  it.  The  information  ex- 
cited a  suspicion  in  the  assembly,  w^ho  despaired  of  obtaing  a 
removal  to  Boston  by  persisting  in  a  refusal  to  do  business ;  tlie 
leaders  therefore  procured  this  vote:  [Sept.  29.]  "Rosolved, 
thatthe  next  Wednesday  [Oct.  3.]  be  observed  by  the  two  houses 
zs  a  day  of  prayer,  to  seek  the  Lord  for  his  direction  and  bles- 
sing," which  went  up  to  the  council,  and  was  unanimously  con- 
€urred„  Men  of  profane  cast  are  too  prone  to  ridicule  religion, 
because  of  its  being  made  a  stalking-hor^e  to  serv£  the  purposes 
cf  politicians.  Would. they  confine  their  wit  and  satire  to  the 
parties  offending,  the  correction,  w^ould  be  proper.  But  let  not 
ihe  W'Cll-intentioned  and  und^signiiig  children  of  devotion,  be 
charged  mth  hypocritical  canting,  because  they  are  imposed  up- 
on and  duped  by  the  subtelty  of  guides,  who,  like  m.ost  thorough- 
paced politicians,  can  change  theiP.seives  into  angels  of  lights 
ihatthey  may  perfect  their  devices. 

[Oct  9.]  The  house  resolved  to  pi'oceed  to  business  from  ab- 
solute necessity,  protesting  against  the  restraint  the  general  court 
was  held  under  to  do  it  out  of  Bos  to  p..  A  few  days  after,  they 
£ent  to  the  lieutenant  governor  to  knowrw^hether  he  held  the  com- 
mand at  the  Castle.  "  If  the  custody  and  government  of  tha^ 
fortress,"  saLd  they,  ^'  is  now  lodged  with  the  military  power,  in- 
dependent of  the  supreme  civil  magistrate  wdthin  this  ju-isdiction, 
it  is  so  essential  an  alteration  of  the  constitution  as  must  justlyr 
alarm  a  free  people."  His  answer  was  so  worded^  as  to  leave 
tlie  assembly,  in  general,  ground  for.  concluding  that  the  mihta- 
ry  in  the  castle  w^e re  dependent  upon  himself  the  same  as  w^ere 
ihe  provincials..  When  he  deliveaed  it  up,  he  repaired  thither^ 
sent  for  the  keys,  andupon  colonel  Z)^/>3/??zj9/eV  coming  into  the 
state  room  v/ith  his  officers,  gave  them  to  him,  and  lodged  witli^ 
him  the  custody  and  government  of  the  fort ;  but  retained  some 
tritiing  appearances  of  superior  command.  He  soonlearnt,  how- 
ever^ that  he  could  not  come  at  a  flag  w4ien  in  want_  of  it,  oir 
even  oars  foii^boaj:,  without. applying  to  general  Gage. 

[Nov.  6.]  The  representatives  resolved,  tliat  the  merchants 
having  receded  from  their  non-importation  agreement,  S^'c.  they 
would  discourage  prodigality,  extravagance,,  and  the  use  of  fo- 
reign supertluities ;  and  promote  industry,  frugahty,  and  theisr 
own  manufactures  in  the  several  towns  they  represented. 

[7.]  They  appointed  a  committee  of  correspondence  to  com- 
municate intelligence  to  the  agents  and  others  in  Great-Britain^ 
and-to  the  speakers  of  their  seyeol  assemblies  tliiough  the  conti^ 
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•nent,  or  such  committees  as  they  have  apoointad  or  may  ap-^ 
point. 

Before  the  lieutenant  governor  prorogued  them,  he  observed 
to  them,  that  since  they  had  discovered  u  resolution  to  remove 
unnecessary  obstacles,  they  had  done  more  business,  notwith" 
standing  all  the  ineonveniencies  from  the  place  of  holding  the 
court,  which  they  had  insisted  upon,  than  he  remembered  to 
have  been  done  in  the  like  space  of  time  since  he  had  shared  ia 
public  affairs. 

[Aprils,  1771.]  The  following  spring-session  produced  no- 
thing very  material,  but  afforded  him  the  pleasing  opportunity  of 
acquainting  the  general  court,  in  form,  of  his  being  appointed 
eaptain-general  and  commander  in  chief  over  theprovinee.  The 
eouncil  presented  a  congratulatory  ^^dress,  and  expressed  their 
satisfaction  at  his  appointment.  Upon  the  question  in  the  house 
of  assembly,  w^hether  to  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  an  ad- 
dress, their  was  a  negative.  The  house,  however,  afterward 
requested  the  removal  of  the  general  court  to  B(\slo)i  v^-hich  was 
not  granted^ 

[May  29.]  They  met,  as  the  year  before,  at  Cambridge.  In 
three  weeks  the  assembly  protested  against  his  excellency's  con- 
vening them  there,  and  afterward  appointed  a  committee  cf  cor- 
respondence, 

[July  4.]  The  governor  informed  the  house,  that  by  his  ma- 
jesty's instruction,  he  was  forbidden  giving  his  consent  to  such 
an  act  as  subjects  the  officers  of  the  crown  to  be  taxed,  by  the 
assessors  in  the  towns  w^iere  they  reside,  for  the  profits  which 
they  receive  from  their  commissions,  although  their  offices  have 
no  relation  to  the  orovince,  so  that  the  tax-bill  must  be  quali- 
fied. 

[5.]  The  house,  by  message,  expressed  their  surprise  and  alarm 
at  the  reason  assigned  for  his  not  assenting  to  the  tax-bill,  and 
said,  "  We  know  of  no  commissioners  of  his  majesty's  customs, 
nor  of  any  revenue  his  majesty  has  a  right  to  establish  in  North- 
America.  Wq  know  and  feel  a  tribute  levied  and  extorted  from 
those,  who,  if  they  have  property,  have  a  right  to  the  absolute 
disposal  of  it." 

Had  it  been  know^n,  hov/  insignificant  the  taxes  were  which 
the  officers  of  the  crawn  were  required  to  pay,  it  is  hard. to  con- 
ceive how  wisdom  eould  have  dictated  such  instruction,  and  have 
ventured  to  give  a  fresh  disgust  to  those,  who  w^ere  already  too 
much  irritated.  How^cver,  the  governor's  instructions  did  not 
oblige  him  to  confine  the  general  court  to  Cambridge,  and  he 
might  have  removed  them  to  Boston  ;  but  by  showing  a  firmness 
m  opposing  their  desires,  while  they  protested  against  the  vestrant 

they 
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they  were  under,  he  meant  to  recommend  himself  to  theminis- 
try.  By  the  same  intention  he  was  induced,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  refuse  his  consent  to  the  grants  made  to  Mr.  Bollan  and  Mr. 
De  ^^^?y//'^  executors  by  this  assembly,  as  he  had  done  in  respect 
to  those  made  by  the  preceding.  These  refusals  served  to  keep 
iip  the  animosity. 

The  disposition  to  import  goods  into  the  Massachusetts,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  laws  of  revenue  and  trade,  and  to  support^  such 
practices  by  open  violences  upon  the  officers,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  carry  the  laws  into  execution,  broke  out  upon  many  occasions  ; 
and,  as  usual,  the  magistrates  declined  giving  their  assistance  and 
support,  being  in  principle  opposed  to  such  laws,  as  fundament- 
ally  defective  in  point  of  rectitude.  The  like  disposition  to  im- 
port goods  prevailed  in  thd'other  colonies  ;  but  there  was  no  call 
to  go  into  the  like  open  violences. 

[Dec.  3.]  Mr.  Otis,jun.  was  carried  off  in  a  post-chaise>  bound 
hand  and  foot,  his  reasoning  powers  beingwhoUy  deranged.  This 
calamity,  which  somewhat  lessens  the  weight  of  opposition  to 
^ninisterial  measures,  is  to  be  imputed,  not  to  any  effects  of  the 
affray  with  Mr.  Robinson,  but  rather  to  the  high  tone  given  to 
his  animal  frame  by  the  strength  of  his  passions, and  a  failure  ia 
4he  point  of  temperance.  The  sons  of  liberty  would  have  sus- 
tained an  excessive  loss,  had  this  event  taken  place  in  the  early- 
stage  of  the  opposition  ;  but  the  times  had  brought  so  many  able 
persons  of  similar  sentiments  into  the  general  court,  who  had 
"been  training  for  four  years,  and  were  conversant  with  the  po- 
litical management  of  public  business,  that  the  plans  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts anti-governmental  party  suffered  no  derangement. 

An  opportunity  now  offers  of  mentioning,  that  Sir  Alexander 
Cilmour,  baronet,  and  George  Dempster,  esq.  were  the  gen- 
tlemen who  so  nobly  distinguished  themselves  by  voting  for  the 
repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  while  all  the  other  Scotch  members  pre- 
sent voted  against  it. 

After  what  has  been  written  and  transmitted,  you  will  judge 
yourself  under  an  obligation  to  return  me  speedy  information  of 
all  that  is  doing  in  Great-Britain  relative  to  the  American  colo- 
nies. 


LETTER 
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lio.vbunj,  June  25,  1773. 

TiT"2  1  nr^^^^  annual  elections  of  the  Massachasclts  were  in 
'■  '-'    JL    favor  of  the  friends  to  colonial  liberty;  but  the 

state  of  Mr.  Otis^s  mind  necessarily  occasioned  his  bcini;  left 
out  of  the  list  of  the  Boston  renresentatives. 

[May  28.]  The  general  court  still  met  at  Camhrid^^c,  but  the 
governor  adopted  a  conciliating  measure,  in  declining  to  nega- 
tive Mr.  Hancock^  who  was  again  chosen  one  of  the  council. — 
He  had  been  repeatedly  chosen,  and  till  now  as  repeatedly  ne- 
gatived ;  he  declined,  hov/ever,  taking  his  seat  at  the  board, 
choosing  to  remain  in  the  assembly  as  one  of  the  Boston  members. 

[June  13.]  Mr.  Hutchinson  acquainted  the  house,  in  answer 
to  a  message,  that  his  majesty  had  made  provision  for  his  support; 
and  then,  after  requiring  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  council, 
upon  their  oaths,  whether  he  might  now  remove  the  general 
court  to  Boston,  consistent  with  the  signification  of  his  majesty's 
pleasure  to  him,  and  receiving  their  unanimous  opinion  and  ad- 
vice in  the  airirmative,  adjourned  them  to  meet  at  Boston.  He 
might  have  asked  and  received  that  very  advice  long  before. 

A  committee  having  been  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  of 
the  governor's  support  being  provided  for  by  the  king,  reported 
and  observed  [July  10.]  "That  the  king's  providing  for  the 
support  of  the  governor  is  a  most  dangerous  innovation,  it  is  a 
measure,  whereby  not  only  the  right  of  the  general  assembly  of 
this  province  is  rescinded,  but  the  highest  indignity  is  thrown 
upon  it.  It  is  an  infraction  of  the  charter  in  a  material  point, 
whereby  a  most  important  trust  is  wrested  oat  of  the  hands  of 
the  general  assembly."  And  the  house,  thesime  day,  declared 
by  a  message  to  the  governor,  "  That  the  making  provision  for 
his  excellency's  support,  independent  of  the  grants  and  acts  of 
the  general  assembly,  and  his  excellency's  receiving  the  same, 
is  an  infraction  upon  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  granted  bj 
the  royal  charter." 

The  payment  of  the  governors  by  the  crown,  is  not  relished 
by  the  colonies,  as  it  makes  them  entirely  dependent  upon  that, 
and  wholly  independent  of  the  people  and  provincial  assem- 
blies ;  and  as  it  destroys  the  mutual  check  which  each  branch  of 
the  legislature  ought  to  have  upon  the  others,  and  that  balance 
of  power  which  is  essential  to  all  free  governments.  It  will  be  a 
new  source  of  complaint.  Oil  the  other  iiand,  the  affair  which 
has  happened  in  Iihocie-Idiaud  ^0Y{:Ynmci'ii  vdll  prove  a  fresh  pr«- 

vocatioa 
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vocation  to  ministry,  and  tend  to  fix  them  in  their  plans  re- 
specting the  colonies. 

Lieutenant  JJuddin.^i' ton,  the  commander  of  the  late  armed  schoo- 
ner the  Gaspce,  li^d  oeen  remarkably  assiduous  in  supporting  the 
laws  against  smuggling,  and  m  searching  after  contraband  goods, 
by  wh^ch  he  had  given  gre.;t  ofience.  He  had  also  brought  upon 
liimself  the  resentment  of  many,  by  firing  at  the  Providence  pack- 
ets (employed  in  transportitig  goods  and  passengers  from  thence 
to  NeicpoTiy  and  vice  versa)  in  order  to  oblige  the  masters  to  take 
down  their  cciours,  and  by  chacingthem  even  into  the  docks  when 
it  had  been  refused.  The  Providence  packet  coming  up  as  usual 
with  colours  flying  and  company  on  board,  probably  a  party  of 
pleasure,  as  is  irequentin  the  summer  season,  and  refusing  to  take 
them  down,  the  lieutenant  fired  a  shot,  which  being  disregarded, 
he  chaced.  [fune  9=]  It  was  near  upon,  or  quite  high  water. 
The  packet  stood  in  with  the  land  as  close  as  consisted  with  safe- 
ty, designing  that  the  Gaspee  should  be  run  a-ground  in  the  chace. 
The  design  succeeded.  The  Gaspee  was  soon  fast,  and  could  not 
stir,  the  tide  having  done  flowing,-  The  packet  proceeded  to 
town.  The  situation  of  the  Gaspee,  and  resentment  against  the 
commander,  excited  the  thought  of  attacking  and  destroying  her. 
Mr.  John  Brown,  a  considerable  merchant  of  Providence,  was 
the  principal  in  the  business.  Captain  JVh ipple  wsls  immediately 
cmplo\'ed  to  beat  up  for  volunteers,  and  a  number  offered  and 
engaged  to  go  upon  any  service  for  which  they  were  wanted*. 
Several  Vv'hale  boats  were  procured  and  filled  with  armed  men. 
Air.  Brown  accompanied  them  in  the  expedition «  Captain  Whip- 
ple, as  they  proceeded,  observed  to  Mr.  Brown,  that  he  might 
lose  his  life,  and  that  he  had  a  family,  and  therefbre  he  required 
that  care  should  be  taken  of  tliem  in  ease  of  his  death.  Mr.  Brow.ri 
engaged  to  do  it-  should  that  happen^  [June  10.]  About  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  they  boarded  and  carried  the  schooner, 
as  she  lay  a-ground  about  seven  miles  below  Providence.  Mr, 
Brown  himself  was  the  first  on  board.  The  lieutenant  was 
wounded.  He  and  the  crew  were  put  on  shore,  and  every  thing 
valuable  belongin":  to  him  was  taken  out  and  saved  for  him  :  af- 
ter  which  the  Gaspee,  with  all  her  stores,  was  burned^ 

Though  a  reward  of  five  hundred  pounds,  together  with  a 
pardon,  if  claimed  by  an  accomplice,  has  been  offered  by  prc^- 
clamation  for  discovering  and  apprehending  any  of  the  persons 
concerned  :  yet  the  commissioners  appointed  to  try  the  matter^ 
have  transmitted  accounts  to  ministry,  that  t/iei/  can  obtain  no  evi- 
dence. If  any  one  had  wished  to  give  evidence,  that  he  might 
get  the  reward,  yet  the  thought  that  he  should  risk  his  life,  or  be 
obliged  to  fly  tlie  country  and  become  a  perpctuiii  exile,,  would 

naturally 
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naturally  have  overcome  sucli  propensity.  K  was  too  hazardcii:i 
to  turn  informer.  Some  who  v/erc  secured,  in  expectation  that 
they  would  give  intelligence,  were  assisted  by  the  populace  in 
making  their  esca[)e,  beibre  any  tiling  material  could  be  learnt: 
froju  them  by  tlie  con-imissioners. 

Governor  llufchinson-d\\{\  liis  adherents  having  been  used  to 
represent  the  party  in  opposition,  as  only  an  uneasy  factious  few 
in  Boston,  while  the  body  of  the  })eople  were  cjuite  contented  ; 
Mr.  Samuel  zidcuns  was  thereby  ijiduced  to  visit  x\lr.  James  IV ar- 
ren  of  F/ijmouth.  After  conversing  upon  the  subject,  the  lattei- 
proposed  to  originate  and  estabHsh  committees  of  correspondence 
in  the  several  towns  of  tlie  coloay,  in  order  to  learn  the  strength 
of  the  friends  to  the  rights  of  the  continent^,  and  to  unite  and 
increase  their  force.  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  returned  to  Boston, 
pleased  with  the  proposal,  and  communicated  the  same  to  his  con- 
fidents. Some  doubted  whether  the  measure  would  prosper, and 
dreaded  a  disappointment,  which  might  injure  tlie  cause  of  li- 
berty. But  it  was  concluded  to  proceed..  'I'he  prime  mimagers 
were  about  six  in  number ;  each  of  whom  when  separate,  headed 
a  division.;  the  several  individuals  of  which,  collected  and  led 
distinct  subdivisions.  In  this  manner  the  })olitical  engine  has 
been  construxted.  The  different  parts  are  not  equally  good  and 
operative.  Like  other  bodies,  its  composition  includes  numbers 
who  act  mechanically,  as  they  are  pressed  this  or  that  way  by 
those  who  judge  for  them  ;  and  divers  of  the  wicked,  fitted  foV 
evil  practices  when,  the  adoption  of  them  is  thought  necessary  tea 
particular  purposes^  and  a  part  of  whose  creed  it  is,  that  in  po- 
litical matters  the  public  good  is  above  every  other  considerati- 
on, and  tliat  all  rules  of  morality  wlicn  in  competition  with  it, 
may  be  safely  dispensed  with^  When  any  important  transaction 
is  to  be  brought  forward,  it  is  thoroughly  considered  by  the  prime 
managers.  If  they  approve,  each  communicates  it  to  his  owa 
division  ;  from  thence,  if  adopted^  it  passes  to  the  several  subdi- 
visions, which  form  a.  general  meeting  in  order  to  canvass  the 
business.  The  prime  managers  beijig  known  only  by  a  few  ta 
be  the  promoters  of  it,  are  desired  to  be  present  at  the  debate, 
that  they  may  give  their  opinion  when  it  closes.  If  they  observe 
that  the  collected  body  is  in  general  strongly  agains  the  measure 
they  wish  to  have  carried,  they  declare  it  to  be  improper ;  is  it 
opposed  by  great  numbers,  but  not  warmly,  they  advise  to  a  re- 
consideration at  another  meeting,  and  prepare  for  its  being  then 
adopted  ;  if  the  opposition  is'not  considerable,  cither  in  number 
or  weight  of  persons,  they  give  their  reasons,  and  then  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  measure.  The  principsl  actors  are  de- 
termined 
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tcrmincd  upon  securing  the  liberties  of  their  country,  or  perish- 
ing in  the  attempt. 

The  news  of  his  majesty's  granting  salaries  to  the  justices  of 
the  superior  court,  afforded  them  a  fair  opportunity  for  execut- 
ing the  plan  of  establishing  comniittees  of  correspondence 
through  the  colony.  The  most  spirited  pieces  were  published, 
and  an  alarm  spread,  that  the  granting  such  salaries  tended  ra- 
pidly to  complete  the  system  of  their  slavery. 

[Nov.  2.]  A  town  meeting  was  called,  and  a  committee  of 
correspondence  appointed,  to  write  circular  letters  to  all  the  towns 
in  the  province,  and  to  induce  them  to  unite  in  measures.  [Nov. 
19.]  'iiie  committee  made  a  report,  containing  several  resolu- 
tions contradictory  to  the  supremacy  of  the  British  legislature* 
After  setting  forth,  that  all  men  have  a  right  to  remain  in  a  state 
of  nature  as  long  as  they  please,  they  proceed  to  a  report  upon 
the  natural  rights  of  the  colonists  as  men,  christians  and  subjects  ; 
and  then  form  a  list  of  infringements  and  violations  of  their  rights. 
They  enumerate  and  dwell  upon  the  British  parliament's  hav- 
ing assumed  the  power  of  legislation  for  the  colonies  in  all 
cases  whatever — the  appointment  of  a  number  of  new  officers 
to  superintend  the  revenues — the  granting  of  salaries  out  of  the 
American  revenue,  to  the  governor,  the  judges  of  the  superior 
court,  the  king's  attorney  and  solicitor  general.  'The  report 
was  accepted ;  copies  printed,  and  six  hundred  circulated  through 
the  towns  and  districts  of  the  province,  with  a  pathetic  letter 
addressed  to  the  inhabitants,  who  were  called  upon  not  to 
doze  any  longer,  or  sit  supinely  in  indifference,  while  the  iron 
hand  of  oppression  was  daily  tearing  the  choicest  fruits  from  the 
fair  tree  of  liberty.  The  circular  letter  requested  of  each  town 
a  free  communication  of  sentiments  on  the  subjects  of  the  re- 
port, and  w^as  directed  to  the  select  men,  who  w^ere  desired  to 
Jay  the  same  before  a  town  meeting,  which  has  been  generally 
practised,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  town  upon  the  business 
have  been  transmitted  to  the  committee  at  Boston.  This  com- 
mittee have  their  particular  correspondents  in  the  several  towns, 
who  upon  receiving  any  special  information,  are  ready  to  spread 
it  with  dispatch  among  the  inhabitants.  It  consists  of  twenty-one 
persons,  of  heterogeneous  qualities  and  professions.  The  go- 
vernor, in  expectation  of  exciting  prejudice,  and  fixing  a  stigma 
upon  them,  their  connections  and  proceedings,  has  written  to  a 
gentleman  in  power,  "  Strahge  that  a  government,  Vv'hich  with- 
in a  century  would  suffer  no  person  to  be  free  of  the  common- 
wealth who  was  not  one  of  their  church  members,  should  now 
take  tor  their  leaders,  men  vdio  openly  contemn  all  religion,  and 
should  join  deacons  and  atheists   in  one  trust  j  and  that  they 

should 
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slioiild  be  instigated  to  this  by  some  of  the  clergy,  who  make  the 
highest  pretences  to  devotion  ;  and  yet  the  spiritof  political  party 
produces  all  this."  He  would  gladly  receive  themail  into  his  own 
arms,  and  be  devoutly  thankful  for  them,  were  they  tochange  sides 
and  join  in  supporting  his  administration.  But  he  has  unwarily  ac- 
knowledged, ihatthc  government,  or  the  great  body  of  the  people 
in  their  legislative  and  ruling  capacity  are  in  the  opposition,  whicli 
therefore  cannot  consist  merely  of  a  few  factious  leaders  ; 
and  he  appears  not  to  have  recollected,  that  men  ofoppositc^ 
principles  and  characters  will  unite  heart  and  hand,  in  keeping; 
off  a  general  calamity,  which  will  involve  them  all  in  one  and 
the  same  ruin.  The  towns  in  general  have  chosen  committees 
of  correspondence,  and  resolved  in  a  stile  agreeable  to  tliG 
wishes  of  the  Bostonians,  But  the  resolutions  have  not  been 
alway  drawn  up  by  the  townsmen.  An  inhabitant  oi Peter sliain, 
applied  to  that  worthy  and  disinterested  son  of  liberty,  Mr. 
'^iiinci/^\\A\om  you  will  recollect  to  have  been  of  the  counsel  for 
captain  Preston  and  the  soldiers,  for  his  assistance,  and  was 
furnished  wdth  the  following  draft,  intended  for  Boston,  ex- 
cepting the  introduction  and  the  paragraphs  marked  with  a  star, 
which  were  added  by  some  other  person.  .r 

[Jan.  4,  1773.]  At  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  other  in-  Mo. 
habitants  of  the  town  of  Petersham  in  the  county  of  JVorcester,. 
duly  assembled  according  to  law,  lield  by  adjournment  on  the 
4th  of  January,  1773,  the  committee  chosen  on  ihe  30th  ult.  made 
the  following  report,  viz.  "  The  town  having  received  a  circu- 
lar letter  from  the  town  of  Boston,  respecting  the  present  griev- 
ances and  abominable  oppressions  under  which  this  country 
groans,  have  thereupon  taken  into  their  most  serious  consider- 
ation the  present  policy  of  the  British  government  and  admini- 
stration, with  regard  to  Great-Britain  and  these  colonies  ;  have 
carefully  reviewed  the  mode  of  election,  and  the  quality  of  the 
electors  of  the  commons  of  that  island  ;  and  have  also  attentively 
reflected  upon  the  enormous  and  growing  inlluence  of  the  crow^n,, 
and  that  banc  of  all  free  states,  a  standing  army  in  the  time  o£ 
peace  ;  and  in  consequence  thereof  are  fully  confirmed  in  opi- 
nion, that  the  ancient  rights  of  the  nation  are  capitally  invaded,, 
and  the  greatest  part  of  the  most  precious  and  established  liberties 
oi  Englishmen  utterly  destroyed  :  And  whereas  the  parliament: 
of  Great-Britain,  by  various  statutes  and  acts,  have  unrighteous- 
ly distressed  our  trade,  denied  and  precluded  us  from  setting  up 
and  carrying  on  manufactures  highly  benelicial  to  the  inhabitants 
of  these  territories  ;  restricted  and  prevented  our  lawful  inter- 
course and  commerce  with  other  states  and  kingdoms  ;  have  also 
made  laws  and  institutions  touching  life  and  linibj  in  disherison  of 
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tliG  ancient  common  law  of  the  land ;  and  moreover  have  In: 
these  latter  tmes,  robbed  and  plundered  the  honest  and  laborious 
inhabitants  of  this  extensive  continent  of  their  property,  by  mere 
force  and  power ;  and  are  now  drainhig  this  people  of  the  fruits 
of  their  toil,  by  thus  raising  a  revenue  from  them,  against  the 
jiatural  rights  of  man,  and  ni  open  violation  of  the  laws  of  God. 

This  town,  in  union  with  the  worthy  inhabitants  of  Boston, 
now  tlunk  it  their  indispensable  duty  to  consider  of  the  premises 
and  the  present  aspect  of  the  times,  and  to  take  such,  steps  as 
upon  mature  deliberation  are  judged  right  and  expedient;  and 
hercu^^on  this  town 

Resolved,  Ihat  with  a.  governor  appointed  from  Great-Bri> 
tain  (especially  at  this  day)  during  pleasure,  with  a  large  sti- 
pend, oepcndant  upon  the  will  of  the  crown,  and  controuled  by 
ihstructions  from  a  British  minister  of  state,  with  a  council  sub- 
ject to  the  negative  ot  such  a  governor,  and  with  ali  officers, 
civil  and  military,  subject  to  liis  appointmentor  consent,  with  a 
castle  in  the  hands  of  a  standing  aimy,  stationed  In  the  very  bow- 
els of  the  land ;  and  that  amazing  number  of  placemen  and 
dependants  v/ith  which  every  maritime  town  already  swarms, 
jio  people  can  ever  be  truly  virtuous^,  free,  or  brave : 

Resolved,  That  the  parliament  of  Ore  at- Britain,  usurping  and 
exercising  a  legislative  authority  over,  and  extorting  an  unrighte- 
ous revenue  from  these  colonies,  is  against  all  divine  and  hu- 
man lawSo  The  late  appointment  of  salaries  to  be  paid  to  our 
superior  court  judges,  whose  creation,  pay,  and  commission  de- 
pend on  mere  will  and  pleasure,  completes  a  system  of  bondage 
equal  to  any  ever  fabricated  by  the  combined  eiForts  of  the  in- 
genuity, malice,  frauds  and  wickedness  of  man: 

^Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  town,  that  a  despo- 
tic, arbitrary  government,  is  the  kingdom  of  this  world,  as  set- 
forth  in  the  New-Testament,  and  is  diametrically  opposite  to- 
the  establishment  of  Christianity  in  a  society,  and  has  a  direct 
tendency  to  sink  a  people  into  a  profound  state  of  ignorance 
and  irreiigion  ;  and  that,  if  we  have  an  eye  to  our  own  and  pos- 
terity's happiness,  (not  only  in  this  world,  butthe  world  to  come); 
it  is  our  duty  to  oppose  such  a  government : 

*And  further  resolved.  That  the  depriving  the  colonies  of 
their  constitutional  rights,  may  be  titly  compared  to  the  dismem- 
bering the  natural  body,  which  will  soon  affect  the  heart ;  and 
it  would  be  nothing  unexpected  for  us  to  hear,  that  those  very: 
persons  who  have  been  so  active  in  robbing  the  colonies  of 
ilicir  constitutional  rights,  have  also  delivered  up  the  constitu- 
tion of  our  mutlier  country  intg  the  hands  of  our  king  : 

Xherefora 
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Therefore  resolved,  That  it  is  the  first  iind  highest  social  duty 
©f  this  people,  to  consider  of,  and  seek  ways  and  means,  fv)r  \ 
speedy  redress  of  these  mighty  grievances  and  intolerable  wrongs  ; 
and  that  for  the  obtaining  of  this  end,  tliis  people  are  warranted,- 
by  the  laws  of  God  and  nature,  in  the  use  of  every  rightful  art 
and  energy^ of  policy,  stratagem  and  force. 

*  An<i  while  we  are  thus  under  these  awful  frowns  of  divin(3' 
Providence  and  involved  as  this  people  are  in  heavy  calamities^ 
which  daily  increase  in  number  and  severity,  it  is  highly  bccv;!n* 
ing  towns  and  individuals  to  humble  themseh'cs  before  Almightv 
God,  serioiisly  to  commune  with  thcrr  own  hearts,  and  seek: 
carefully,  with  tears*  for  the  canses-of  the  prevai4inj  distrcsies  cf 
the  land  ;  and  while  it  is  apparent,  that  pristine  piety  and  purity 
of  morals,  have  given  place  to  inMdclity,  dissipation,  l-ux-ury,  and 
gross  corruption  of  mind  and  morals,  there  is  a  loud  call  fcr 
humility,  lamentmgs  and  reformation  ;  and  it  is  at  thig  time 
eminently  incumbent  on  one  and  allj  to  seek  at  the  throne  of 
the  great  God  for  those  special  and  remarkable  interpositions  of 
divine  Providence,  grace  and  mercy,  which  have  so  ofter  saved. 
New-England  from  both  public  and  private  distress  and  misery  : 
and  as  there  is  great  reason  to  believe,  that  in  past  times  we  have 
too  much  depended  upon  the  exertions  of  worldly  wisdom  and 
political  devices,  it  becomes  us  in  our  present  nielancholy  situa- 
tion to  rely  no  longer  on  an  arm  of  liesh,  but  on  the  arms  of 
that  all-powerful  God,  who  is  able  to  unite  the  numerous  inha- 
bitants of  this  extensive  territory,  as  a  band  of  brothers  in  one 
common  cause — who  can  easily  give  that  true  religion,  which 
shall  make  us  his  people  indeed  ;  that  spirit,  which  shall  h>  us  to 
endure  temporal  hardships  for  the  procurement  of  future  happi* 
ness  ;  that  spirit  of  valor  andirrcsistabie  courage,  which  shall  oc- 
casion our  aged  and  our  youth  to  jeopard  their  lives  with  joy,  in 
the  high  places  of  the  field,  for  his  name  and  service  sake,  for 
the  preservation  also  of  this  goodly  heritage  of  our  fathers,  for 
the  sake  of  the  living  children  of  our  loins,  and  the  unborn  mil- 
lions of  posterity, 

*  We  believe  that  there  are  very  many,  ivho  in  these  days 
have  kept  their  integrity  and  garments  unspotted,  and  hope  that 
God  will  deliver  them  and  our  nation  for  their  sake,  God  will 
not  suffer  this  land  where  the  gospel  hath  flourished,  to  become 
a  slave  of  the  world  ;  he  will  stir  up  w^itnesses  of  the  truJi  ;  and 
in  his  own  time,  spirit  his  people  to  stand  uu  for  his  cause,  and 
deliver  them.  In  a  similar  belief,  that  patriot  of  patriots,  the 
gXQ'dtAlgc)-noii  Sidncu,  lived  and  died,  and  dying  breathed  a  like 
S€iitin:cnt  and   prophecy,  touching  his  own  and  the  then  ap-- 
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proaching  times,  a  prophecy,  however,  not  accomphshed  until  a 
frlorious  revolution.  ^ 

Approved  of  by  vote  of  the  town,  without  contradiction. 

Sylvanus  How,  per  order. 

The  govorncr,  instead  of  overlooking  in  his  speech,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  towns,  has  been  induced  by  them  to  broach  the 
dispute  about  the  supremacy  of  the  parliament ;  and  has  fallen 
into  the  snare  which  probably  some  of  the  politicians  had  laid 
for  him,  expecting  to  get  the  majority  of  the  general  court  to 
declare  against  it.  He  designed  to  recommend  himself  to  the 
ministry  by  obtaining  a  victory  :  but  they  will  not  thank  him 
for  increasing  their  embarrassments. 

[Jan.  25.]  The  council  in  their  answer,  said  **  The  stamp 
act,  with  some  preceding  and  succeeding  acts  of  parHament,  sub- 
jecting the  colonies  to  taxes  without  their  consent,  was  the  ori- 
ginal cause  of  all  the  uneasiness  that  has  happened  since,  and  has 
occasioned  also  an  inquiry  into  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  au- 
thority by  v^hich  they  v^ere  made.'^ 

This  was  the  truth.  When  the  stamp  act  took  place,  "some 
people,  under  the  notion  of  zeal  for  Uberty,  ran  into  the  most 
excessive  licentiousness,  and  were  guilty  in  one  place  and  another 
of  the  most  lawless,  unjust,  and  tyrannical  proceedings  ;  such  as 
pulling  down  and  destroying  houses,  abusing  persons,  endanger- 
ing men's  lives,  destroying  their  property,  breaking  windows, 
delivering  prisoners  out  of  the  hands  of  justice,  putting  many 
into  great  fear,  all  contrary  to  the  lav.^s  of  the  province :  but 
there  was  nothing  of  this  kind  before. "f  Let  me  add,  that 
in  all  my  researches  not  an  instance  has  occurred  to  me  of  the 
mob's  having  been  the  death  of  a  single  individual,  thougli  they 
might  have  proceeded  to  the  most  criminal  lengths  also,  had  they 
not  been  gratified  or  diverted  from  their  pursuits.  But  before 
that  fatal  act,  there  was  nota  more  loyal,  orderly,  and  peaceable 
people  than  the  Americans  in  general  through  the  whole  British 
empire.  All  ranks  and  conditions  gloried  in  their  connection 
with  Great-Britain  ;  rejoiced  in  her  friendship  and  protection  ; 
and  triumphed  in  her  prosperity. 

Toward  the  close  of  their  answer,  the  house  of  assembly  ex- 
pressed a  concern  at  their  having  been  reduced  by  the  speech  to 
the  unhappy  alternative,  either  of  appearing  by  their  silence  to 
acquiesce  in  the  governor's  sentiments  as  to  the  supremacy  of 
parhament,  or  of  freely  discussing  the  point.  The  house  mightbe 
concerned,  but  the  leaders  were  pleased  with  the  opportunity. 

f  The  Rev.  Mr.  Whitney's  difcourfe  oa  the  public  faft. 
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The  governor  replied  ;  and  the  house  in  their  rejoinder  told  him 
*'  Although  the  eolony  may  huve  submitted  sab  slUntio  to  sonic 
acts  of  parhament,.  that  they  conceived  might  operate  for  their 
bencht,  they  did  not  conceive  themseh/es  bound  by  any  of  its  acts 
which  they  judged  would  operate  to  the  injury,jjf  individuals."  «x/«^y 
1  he  people  at  large  believe,  that  the  house  has  the  best  of  the  /' 
argument,  and  arc  conlirliied  in  their  opposition  to  the  claims 
of  parliament. 

'l"he  house  voted  the  usualsalariestothc  judges  of  the  superior 
court  eaily  in  the  session.  'I'he  governor  delayed  giving  his  as- 
sent to  the  grants  ;  which  producetl  a  message  to  him, requesting 
liirmaking  known  the  tlilhculty  that  prevented  his  assenting  ;  to 
this  it  was  answered,  that  he  had  received  information,  that  his 
majesty  had  been  pleased  to  order  salaries  to  be  allowed  to  the 
justices  of  the  superior  courts,  6cc.  By  this  answer  the  house 
gained  the  opportunity  of  sending  a  second  message,  [Feb.]  in 
which  they  expressed  their  resentment  at  the  many  attempts 
made,  effectually  to  render  null  and  void  those  clauses  in  their 
charter  uponv;hich  the  freedom  of  their  constitution  depends  ; 
and  said  that  they  v^^ere  more  and  more  convinced,  that  it  had 
been  the  design  of  administration  to  introduce  an  arbitrary  go- 
vernment into  the  province.  They  declared  at  the  close,  their 
impatience  to  know,  *'  that  the  justices  w^ill  utterly  refuse  ever 
to  accept  of  support  in  a  manner  so  justly  obnoxious  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  province,  it  being  repugnant  to  the  charter,  and  ut- 
terly ineonsistentwith  the  safety  of  the  rights,  liberties,  and  pro- 
perties of  the  people."  To  add  the  greater  weight  to  their 
sentiments,  and  make  them  the  more  regarded  by  all  persons, 
they  come  to  several  resolves  [March  3.]  respecting  the  sala- 
ries and  the  judges  ;  among  the  rest,  "  that  their  dependence  on 
the  crown,  especially  while  they  held  their  commissions  during 
pleasure,  tends  to  the  subversion  of  justice  and  equity,  and  to  in- 
troduce oppression  and  despotic  power  ;  and  that  while  they  hold 
during  pleasure,  any  Who  shall  accept  of  and  depend  upon  the 
pleasure  of  the  crown  for  his  support,  independent  of  the  grants 
Mf  the  general  court,  will  discover  that  he  is  an  enemy  to  the 
constitution,  and  has  it  in  his  heart  to  promote  the  establishmenl: 
<jf  an  arbitrary  government  in  the  province.", 

The  measures  pursued  on  each  side  tlic  Atlantic  arc  not  cal- 
culated to  promote  harmony. 
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OU   will  receive  from  mc  without  farther  application,  re- 
gular accounts  of  Vv^hu-t  is  doing  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  in 
relation  to  the  colonies* 
i  L  u/».T^-^  burning  of  the  Gaspee  schooner  near  Providence,  has  ^i\y 
*      en  the  chief  rise  to  "  an  act  for  the  better  securing  his  majesty  s 
'^■^'Hock  yards,  inagazines,  sliips,  aUimunitiun  and  stores."  if  the 
l^^"^  button  of  a  maruic's  c  jat,  the  oar  of  a  cutter's  boat,  or  the  head 
■)*'*^*'of  a  cask  belonging  to  the  fleet,  areinciuded  under  the  compre- 
hensive term  stores,  then  accorduig  to  the  act,  a  person  wijtully 
and  maliciously  destroying,  or  aidnig  and  aSsrsting  m  destroying 
the  same,  is  to  suifcr  death  on  being  convicted.     But  vv'hat  wid 
affect  youm-ore  than  ail  the  rest  is  that  the  act  is  extended  to  ihe 
colonies,  and  subjects  a  person  to  a  trial  at  the  pieasurc  of  his 
majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  in  any  shire  or  county  in  Great- 
Britain.     Your  own  feelings  will  furnish  you  with   the   best 
comment  on  this  new  extension  of  parliamentary  power. 

The  supporting  of  the  authority  of  parliament  was  the  onlj 
cause  assigned  by  the  minister  himself,  for  retaining  the  tea-duty, 
at  the  very  time  when  he  acknowledged  it  to  be  as  anti-commer- 
cial a  tax,  as  any  of  those  which  he  had  repealed  upon  that  prin- 
ciple. It  now  appears  that  government  had  something  more  in 
contemplation. 

The  East-India  Company,  feeling  the  bad  effects  of  the  colo^ 
nial  smugghng  trade,  (occasioned  by  the  retention  of  the  duty) 
in  the  large  quantities  of  tea  which  remained  in  their  warehouses 
unsold,  requested  the  repeal  of  the  three-pence  per  pound  in 
America,  and  offered  that,  upon  its  being  complied  with,  go- 
vernmcnt  should  retain  six-pence  in  the  pound  on  the  exportati- 
on. 'I'hus  the  company  presented  the  happiest  opportunity 
which  could  have  offered,  for  honorably  removing  the  cause  o^f 
difference  with  iVmerica.  Here  was  an  opening  for  doing  right, 
without  infringing  the  claims  on  either  side.  Thecompany  asked, 
-and  their  situation  required  relief.  It  could  not  be  aiiedged,  that 
it  was  done  at  the  instance  of  American  discontent.  Ihe  mi- 
nister was  requested  and  intreated,  by  a  gentleman  of  great 
weight  in  the  company,  and  a  member  of  parliament,  to  em- 
brace the  opportunity;  but  it  has  been  rejected.  New  contii- 
vanccs  have  been  set  on  foot  to  introduce  the  tea,  attended  witl^ 
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the  thrcc-pcnnv  duty  into  all  the  colonics.  Various  ijitrigxies 
and  SuiicituLions  have  been  used  to  induce  tlie  chairman  and 
deputy  chairman,  to  undeitake  this  rash  and  foolish  business. 
It  has  been  protested  agauist  as  contrary  to  the  ])rincipies  of  the 
company's  monopoly  ;  but  the  power  of  minisUy  ha^  prevailed  j 
and  the  insignihcant  three-penny  dutyoa  tea,  is  doomed  to  be 
the  fatal  bone  of  contention  between  Great-Britain  and  Ameri- 
ca. A  bill  has  been  passed  into  anacty  [May  10.]  for  ena- 
bling the  company  to  ^port  tlieir  own  teas.  In  consequence 
©fit  they  have  adopted  the  system,  and  arc  become  their  owa 
factors.  I'hcy  h;ive  come  to  a  resolution  of  sending  600  chests 
of  tea  to  PhUaddphia,  the  like  quantity  to  ]\'tfW-l'ork  and  Bos^ 
ton,  beside  what  is  designed  for  other  })Iaces  ;  several  ships  are 
accordingly  freighted  for  different  colonies,  and  agents  appoint- 
ed for  the  disposal  of  the  coaimodity. 

The  several  colonies  will  undoubtedly  consider  the  scheme  a3 
calculated  merely  to  circumvent  them  into  a  complianre  with 
the  revenue  law,  and  thereby  to  open  the  door  for  an  unlimited 
taxation ;  for  if  taxation  can  be  established  iu  this  instance,  it 
will  be  extended  to  otliers.  Consequences  will  not  fail  to  con- 
vince the  minister,  that  it  would  have  been  far  more  eligible  tQ 
have  repealed  the  duty,  than  in  this  way  to  attempt  its  establish- 
ment.  It  will  be  needless  for  mc  to  assure  you,  tliat  you  may 
upon  all  occasions  command  the  assistance  of 

Your,  &c. 

N.  B.  Some  of  the  captanis  have  refused  to  take  the  tea  oa. 
board. 


,: ,  i 
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Moxbwy^  March  28,  1774» 

BEFORE  you  have  an  account  of  the  American  proceedings 
HI  respect  to  the  teas  of  the  East-India  Company,  you  must 
lie  presented  with  some  matters  of  an  earlier  date. 

[May  14,  1773.]  lire  Bostonians  persisted  in  discovering  on 
every  occasion,  a  determined  opposition  to  ministerial  measures. 
Twelve  days  before  the  election  day,  the  town  resolved,  "That 
if  the  council  apply  fur  jb^aneuil-hiiii  for  tg  v!iae  ia  on  the  anni- 

yerSfriry 


2it?  The   history   of   the  [A.  1\  1113. 

versary  clecLioii  day,  the  select  men  should  not  grant  it  but  upon 
the  express  conditions  that  neither  the  commissioners  of  the 
customs,  nor  their  attendants,  nor  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  stationed  here  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  unconstitu- 
tional acts  of  parliament  by  military  execution,  be  invited."  It 
has  been  an  established  custom  for  the  governor,  council,  and 
many  other  gentlemen,  to  dine  there  on  that  day  ;  but  the  re- 
solve prevented  an  application,  and  occasioned  their  dining  else- 
where, writli  the  commissioners  and  officers. 

Whether  the  votes  of  Boston,  sent  to  Virginia^  as  the  patriots 
say,  or  their  own  private  letters  might  or  might  not  lead  to  it, 
the  house  of  burgesses  resolved,  in  the  beginning  of  March,  to 
maintain  an  intercourse  with  the  sister  colonies.  They  therefore 
appointed  a  committee  of  eleven  persons,  *'  whose  business  it 
should  be  to  obtain  the  most  early  and  authentic  intelligence  of 
all  such  acts  and  resolutions  of  the  British  parliament,  or  pro- 
ceedings of  administration,  as  may  relate  to  or  affect  the  British 
colonies,  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  correspondence  and 
communication  with  their  sister  colonies.'*  They  then  resolved, 
**That  their  speaker  transmit  to  the  speakers  of  the  different  as- 
semblies their  resolutions,  to  be  laid  before  their  assemblies,  and 
requesting  their  appointing  committees."  Nothing  could  be 
more  acceptable  to  the  Massachusetts  assembly.  It  was  the  first 
particular  business  they  entered  upon  when  they  met.  [May  28.] 
They  came  to  several  resolves,  and  were  careful  in  the  first  to 
speak  highly  in  praise  of  Virginia.  They  appointed  a  commit- 
tee of  fifteen  members,  and  directed  them  *'  to  prepare  a  circu- 
lar letter  to  the  speakers,  requesting  them  to  lay  the  same  before 
their  respective  assembUes,  in  confidence  that  they  wdll  com.ply 
with  the  wise  and  salutary  resolves  of  the  house  of  burgesses  of 
Virginia'''  Connecticut,  Rhode-Island,  Maryland,  and  New^ 
Hampshire,  entered  into  similar  measures ;  but  the  answer  order- 
ed by  the  Nexc-liampshirc  assembly,  to  be  given  to  the  spv^ers 
of  Virginia  and  Rhode-Island,  was  guardedly  expressed  :  they 
gave  assurance  that  their  sister  colonies  might  rely  upon  their  sin- 
cerely joining  them  in  every  constitutional  plan  for  securing  the 
rights  of  America.  The  institution  of  these  committees  tends 
greatly  to  unite  the  colonies,  and  to  render  them  more  alert  and 
formidable  in  resisting  the  encroachments  of  ministry.  They  by 
this  m.ean  become  early  prepared  to  meet  new  and  unexpected 
occurrences  ;  and  are  drawn  in  to  look  upon  themselves  as  joint- 
ly interested  in  each  others  safety  and  public  concerns. 

An  event  has  happened  in  the  Massachusetts,  which  has  excited 
on  the  part  of  the  people,  the  utmost  indignation  and  animosity ; 
oa  the  side  of  tli^  governor  and  other,  the  greatest  confusion. 

The 
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llic  agent,  Dr.  Franklin^  has  Iw  some  means  yet  unknown, 
obtained  and  sent  over  to  Mr.  Bowdoin,  a  number  of  letters,  to 
be  eommunieateci  by  him,  after  i)erusal,  to  a  lew  trusty  gentle- 
men, viz.  the  honorable  James  Pilts,  Mr.  Thomas  Gushing,  Mr. 
Samuel  Adams,  I)r,  VV'inthrop,  Dr.  ChaLnicey,  and  Dr.  Cooper  : 
it  is  added,  they  arc  to  be  returned  and  put  into  the  place  whence 
they  were  taken,  'i'hc  letters  are  signed  Tho.  llalchimoii.  And, 
Oliva\  CL  paxion,  TJwmas  Mojj'at,  Bobert  JclumUy,  Naf/i. 
.liogo's,  George  Rome,  I'hough  they  were  partly  private  and 
confidential,  they  were  designed  to  procure  public  coercive  mea- 
sures ;  and  tended  to  incense  the  mother  country  against  her 
colonies,  and  by  the  steps  recommended,  to  widen  the  breach, 
which  they  have  undoubtedly  effected,  '.rheir  contents  were  the 
subject  of  conversation  and  soHcitous  enquiry  ;  till  at  length  Mr. 
iSanu  Adams  acquainted  the  assembly  [Junc-2.]  that  he  had 
perceived  the  minds  of  the  people  to  be  greatly  agitated  v/ith  a 
prevailing  report,  that  letters  of  an  extraordinary  nature  had  been 
written  and  sent  to  England,  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  this 
province — that  he  had  obtained  certain  letters,  which  with  tlie 
consent  of  the  gentleman  from  whom  he  had  received  them, 
might  be  read  in  the  house  under  certain  restrictions,  namelv, 
that  the  said  letters  be  neither  printed  nor  copied  in  whole  or  ia 
part;  the  proposal  was  considered,  and  they  were  read  under 
the  said  restrictions.  A  committee  of  the  whole  house  afterward 
reported,  "  that  the  tendency  and  design  of  said  letters  was  to 
overthrpw  the  constitution  of  this  government,  and  to  introduce 
arbitrary  power  into  the  province." — Yeas  101 — Nays  5. 

The  restrictions  under  vvhich  the  letters  were  communicated, 
were  invalidated  by  contrivaaice  ;  and  in  a  week's  time  [June  9.] 
Mr.  Hancock  acquainted  the  house  that  he  had  received  copies 
of  certain  letters,  which  he  supposed  were  copies  of  the  letters 
before  the  house,  and  moved  that  they  might  be  compared.  The 
next  day  [June  10.]  one  of  a  committee  appointed  to  consider 
some  means  whereby  the  house  might  be  honorably  and  fully 
possessed  of  the  letters,  reported,  "That  Mr.  S.  Adams  had 
acqaainted  him,  that  having  conversed  with  the  gentleman  from 
whom  he  received  the  letters,  he  was  authorised  to  inform  the 
house,  that  the  said  gentleman  consented  (as  he  found  that  co- 
pies of  said  letters  were  already  abroad,  and  had  been  publicly 
read)  that  the  house  should  be  fully  possessed  of  them,  to  print, 
copy,  or  make  what  use  of  them  they  pleased,  relying  on  the 
goodness  of  the  house,  that  the  original  letters  be  returned,  they 
retaining  attested  copies  for  their  use.''  Mr.  S.  Adams  being 
called  upon,  declared  the  same.  [June  16.]  At  length  the  assem- 
bly resolved  to  petition  the  king  to  remove  governor  Ilutchmson 
Vol.  L  E  e  an^ 
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:and  lieutenant  governor  Oliver  for  ever  from  the  government 
uf  the  province.  [June  22.]  They  agreed  also  to  furnish  the 
council  with  the  original  letters  upon  the  express  condition,  that 
the  board  would  by  no  means  suffer  them  to  go  out  of  their  hands. 
The  council  compHed  v/iththc  insulting  stipulation  aimed  at  the 
governor ;  and  upon  his  requiring  the  letters  for  exam.ination, 
refused  to  deliver  them  into  his  hands,  but  sent  ^committee  to 
open  them  before  him,  that  he  might  examine  the 'hand  vs/riting^ 
[June  24.]  To  this  indignity  he  was  obliged  to  submit,  as  well 
as  to  the  mortification  of  acknowledging  tlie  signature.  After 
which  they  resolved,  "  that  the  removal  of  the  governor  and 
iieutenant  governor  will  be  promotive  of  his  majesty's  service." 

The  Boston  committee  of  correspondence,  that  they  might  add 
-weight  to  the  doings  of  tlie  general  court,  enclosed  the  gover- 
nor's letters  and  also  the  resolves  of  tlue  house,  in  a  spirited  cir- 
cular iCLLer,  and  sent  them  to  the  several  town  clerks  through, 
the  province,  to  be  communicated  to  then-  respective  tow^ns. 

The  house  of  as^^.embiy  in  their  petition  and  remonstrance  to 
liis  majesty,  charged  the  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  vvitl^ 
being  betravers  ol  clieir  tiusts  and  of  the  people  they  governed', 
^nd  witii  giving  private,,  partial,  and  false  mformation  ;  declared 
them  enemies  to  the  colony ;  and  prayed  for  justice  against 
them,  and  for  their  speedy  removal.  So  prevalent  was  the  re- 
sentment, that  these  charges,  with  many  others,  were  carried 
through  by  a  majority  of  82  to  12. 

To  enter  now  upon  the  subject  of  the  TEA.  While  the  bill  for 
allowing  the  East-India  Company  to  export  it,  was  in  parHament,. 
letters  from  Britain  insinuated  into  the  minds  of  the  colonists,  that 
apian  w^asiaid  to  bring  them  intoa snare ;  that  a  noble  resistance  on 
this  occasion,  would  free  them  from  the  slavery  intended  forthem ; 
that  if  this  opportunity  was  lost  they  never  would  have  another;, 
and  that  if  they  suffered  the  ships  to  land  the  tea,  and  rhe  duty 
to  be  paid,  they  would  rivet  their  own  chains.  The  British  mer-. 
chants  have  been  aiarip.ed  with  the  thought  of  the  losses  whicli 
must  necessarily  accrue  to  themselves  from  the  exportations  of 
the  company,  and  from  the  sales  going  tlirough  the  hands  of  con<- 
signees  ;  and  nave  contributed  to  the  strengthening  of  that  resist,- 
ance  to  which  the  people  were  already  inclined,  through  their 
prevailing  jealousy  at  the  reservation  of  the  tea  duty  when  the 
other  duties  were  repealed.  1  he  united  opposition  of  the  colo- 
nies w^as  to  be  secured;  but  the  event  was  precarious.  The  jBos-- 
tomans  were  much  suspected  by  the  sons  of  liberty  in  the  other- 
provinces,  on  account  ot  the  many  goods  which  were  imported 
into  the  town  during  the  general  non-importatioa  agreement,  and 
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agreement  of  the  teas  contrary  to  the  agreement  respecting  tlmt 
articlc.  J^ cw-York  'd\u\  Pliiiadi  Ipliia  had  kc})i  to  the  agreeaieiu, 
and  had  run  all  the  teas  that  the  market  demanded;  but  tiierc 
had  been  imported  into  Boston^  from  the  beginning  of  1168  to 
the  end  of  last  year,  not  less  than  27  It  chests,  by  more  than  a 
hundred  different  persons.  Mr.  Hutchinson  and  his  sons  were 
considerable  importers.  It  was  evident  that  the  body  of  mer- 
chants could  not  be  depended  u{)on.  Mr.  Thomas  Myjiuu  of  -^ 
Philadelphia,  being  at  Boston,  put  it  therefore  to  the  sons  of  li- 
berty, when  the  teas  were  expected,  '*  Will  you  engage  that  they 
shall  not  be  landed  ?  If  so,  1  will  answer  for  Philadelphia."— 
They  pledged  their  honor, 

[Oct.  ^,1'he  inhabitants  o^  Philadt'Iphia  asscml)!^^,  and  un-  /^^ 
animously  entered  into  various  resolves,  in  which  they  censured 
the  resolution  of  tlie  Ecist-India  Company  to  send  out  their  tea 
to  America,  subject  to  the  payment  of  duties  on  its  being  land-  ■• 
cd,  as  an  open  attempt  to  enforce  the  ministerial  plan,  and  a  vi- 
olent attack  upon  the  hberties  of  America;  and  declared  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  every  American  to  oppose  this  attempt,  and  that 
whoever  should  directly  or  indirectly  countenance  it,  was  an 
enemy  to  his  country.-  They  then  Mxed  upon  a  committee  to 
wait  on  the  gentlemen,  reported  to  be  appointed  to  leceive  and 
sell  the  tea,  and  to  request  their  resigning.  Within  three  dayjs 
the  whole  number  resigned ;  Messrs.  IVharlons  and  Broz^'.'if 
without  making  the  leas't  difficulty  ;  the  other  two,  not  till  the 
treatment  they  met  with  (on  appearing  at  the  coffee-house)  for 
the  shuiiiing  answer  they  had  given,  convinced  them  that  it  was 
not  safe  tritiing  with  the  public  opinion.  Since  this  meeting, 
the  Boston  sons  of  liberty  have  assured  by  letter  the  sons  of  li- 
berty at  Philadelphia,  that  no  tea  shall  he  landed. 

At  A^e-iV-Vor/c,  when  captain  Sears  and  captain  M'Dougall 
Heard  that  the  tea  was  to  be  sent,  they  concluded  that  an  opposi- 
tion to  it  was  necessary,  and  agreed  upon  contriving  to  unite  the 
tea-smugglers,  the  merchants,  and  the-  son5  of  liberty  in  that 
service  ;  and  that  captain  M'Jhugall  should  write  against  the  de- 
sign of  introducing  and  vending  the  tea  agreeable  to  the  raiitisteri- 
al  plan,  but  should  remain  concealed  as  the  author,  A  few  ot  each 
class  were  called  together,  and  the  mode  of  opposition  settled. 
Publications,  tending  to  spread  and  increase  the  alarm  of  immi- 
nent danger  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  appeared  periodical- 
ly. As  the  time  approached  for  the  arrival  of  t'le  tea  ships,  the 
pubhcations  became  more  spirited  and  threatening.  [Nov.  5.] 
An  hand-bill  addressed  to  the  friends  of  liberty  and  commerce 
was  circulated  through  the  city,  calculated  to  provoke  resent- 
ment against  all  the  encouragers  of  the   tea  plan.     Afterwa?xl 
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written  papers  were  stuck  up  at  the  coffee-house  and  other  pla- 
ces [Nov.  8.]  menacing  destruction  to  any  person  who  should 
accept  a  commission  for  the  sale  of  the  East-Intlla  Company's 
teas,  or  be  an  accessory.  In  rather  more  than  a  week,  there 
was  published  [Nov.  18.]  a  paper  signed  Legion^  addressed  to 
the  stated  pilots  of  the  port,  and  all  others  whom  it  might  con- 
cern, directing  them  how  to  proceed  in  reference  to  any  tea- 
ship,  and  requiring  them,  at  their  peril,  to  bring  her  no  farther 
than  the  Hook.  In  another  paper,  signed  the  Mohgxi'ks,  the 
tea-ship  is  said  to  be  laden  w^ith  fetters^  forgedfbr  them  in  Great- 
Britain,  and  every  vengeance  is  denounced  against  all  persons, 
who  dare  in  any  manner  to  contribute  to  the  introduction  of  these 
chains.  In  December,  the  London,  captain  ChamberSy  and  the 
^^  tea  ship  arrived  on  the  same  day  ;  the  former  came  up  directly 
f,  to  the  wharf,  the  other  remained  at  the  Hook,  and  was  watched 
i^y,  till  she  returned,  by  a  vessel  stationed  there  fur  the  purpose. 
On  her  arrival  a  committee  waited  on  the  consignees,  w^ho, 
agreeable  to  a  former  promise,  assured  them  that  they  would 
neither  receive  nor  sell  the  tea,,  as  it  came  liable  to  an  American 
duty.  Captain  Chambers  ventured  to  bring  seventeen  chests  on 
a  private  account,  which  were  taken  and  thrown  overboard  into 
t;he  harbor.  Had  the  company's  ship  come  to  the  wharf,  she 
would  probably  have  been  burnt,  for  captain  Scars  and  five  others 
2iad  determined  upon  it,  and  provided  themselves  with  combus- 
tibles for  that  purpose. 

At  Fhiladelphia^  printed  papers  were  dispersed,  warning  th-e 
Delaware  pilots  not  to  conduct  any  of  the  tea  ships  into  har- 
bor, as  they  were  only  sent  for  tlie  purpose  of  enslaving  and 
poisoning  all  the  Americans ;  and  at  the  same  time  plainly  in- 
timating, that  it  was  expected  they  would  apply  their  knowledge 
of  tlie  river,  under  the  colour  of  their  profession,  so  as  effectu- 
ally to  secure  their  country  from  such  an  imminent  danger. 

In  most  places  the  consignees  were  obhged  to  relinquish  their 
appointments,  and  to  enter  into  engagements  not  to  act  in  that 
capacity,  and  no  other  persons  daring  to  receive  the  cargoes 
consigned  to  them,  the  captains  of  the  New-York  and  Philadel- 
phia ships,  from  tliese  circumstances,  and  the  knowledge  of  the 
risk  they  ran  from  the  determined  resolution  of  the  people,  con- 
cluded upon  returning  directly  to  Great-Britain,  without  en- 
tangling themselves  by  any  entry  at  the  custom-houses.  But  it 
was  otherwise  in  the  Massachusetts: 

^  Methods  were  taken  to  spirit  up  the  people  at  large  by  fugitive 
pieces,  hand-bills,  resolves  of  town-meetings,  tlie  mutual  inter- 
course of  committees,  and  the  like.  [Nov.^::;.]  At  length  some 
lumdreds  of  the  inhitbitants  of  i>Wc^*  find  the  neighboring  towns, 
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meetatLibcr/jj-trec,  agreeable  to  a  notilicatlon  Issued  the  day  be- 
fore, "  tor  to  hear  the  eonsignecs  resign  and  swear, thatthey  will 
re-ship  any  teas,  that  may  by  the  /'.V/.s-Z-y^/cZ/V/ Company  be  assigned 
to  them."  'J'iie  consignees  arc  in  general  obnoxious  to  the  pub- 
lic by  reason  of  their  near  and  intimate  connections  with  the  go- 
vernor, on  whose  support  they  depend.     'I'hey  are  notterrihed 
intcf  an  appearance  at  the  place  proposed  ;  but  meet  together  by 
agreement  at  the  store  of  Mr.    Clark,  who  is  one  of  them,  in 
King-street.    A  committee  is  appointed  by  the  assembly  to  wait 
upon  them  with  a  message,  to  which  they  pay  no  rcgajd.     TJic 
people,  who  attend  the  committee  as  spectators,  upon  this  force 
open  the  doors  of  the  ware-house,  and  enter  with  great  violence; 
and  then  attempt  getting  up  stairs  into  the  com])ting-house  but 
are  driven  back.   [Nov.  5.  J  I'he  sons  of  liberty  not  having  suc- 
ceeded in  this  procedure,  a  town-meeting  of  the  freeholders  and 
other  iniiabitants  is  called.    A  large  number  is  collected  ;  and  it 
is  agreed  to  adopt  the  resolves  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia.   A 
committee  is  chosen  to  wait  upon  the  consignees,  who  decline 
complying  with  the  request  of  the  town  by  letters,  which  tho' 
decent,  are   the    next  day  voted  daringly   affronting,  when  the 
meeting  is  immediately  dissolved.     Some  of  the  sons  of  liberty 
are  fearful  of  pushing  the  matter  too  far,  lest  the  to v/n,  and  then 
the  colony,  should  be  drawn  into  a  quarrel  w4th  Great-Britain. 
'I'osuch  it  is  said,    "  It  must  come  to  a  quarrel  with  Great-Bri- 
tain and  the  colony,  sooner  or  later  ;  and  if  so,  what  can  be  a  bet- 
ter time  than  tfe^resent  ?  Hundreds  of  years  may  pass  away  be- 
fore the  parliament  win  make  such  a  number  of  acts  in  violation 
of  the  British  constitution  as  it  has  done    of  late  years^  and  by 
which  is  has  excited  so  formidable  an  opposition  to  the  measures 
of  ministry.    Beside,  the  longer  the  contest  is  delayed,  the  more 
administration  will  be  strengthened.     Do  not  you  observe,  how 
the  government  at  home  are  increasing  their  party  here,  by  send- 
ing over  young  fellows  to  enjoy  appointments,  who  marry  into 
our  first  families,  and  so  weaken  the  opposition  ?  By  such  like 
means,  and  by  multiplying  posts  and  places,  and  giving  them  to 
their  own  friends,  or  applying  them  to  the  corruption  of  their 
antagonists,  they  will  increase  their  own  force  faster  in  propor- 
tion, than  the  force  of  the  country  party  will  increase  by  popu- 
lation.   If  then  we   must  quarrel  before  vvc  can  have  our  rights 
secured,  now  is  the  most  eligible  period.     Our  credit  also  is  at 
stake  ;  we  must  venture  -,  and  unless  we  do,  wc  shall  be  discard- 
ed by  the  sons  of  liberty  in  the  other  colonies,  whose  assistance  wc 
may  expect  upon  emergencies,  in  case  they  fuid  us  steady,  reso- 
lute and  faithful."    Thev  conclude  to  ycv.iv.w  onward. 

i  Nov. 
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[Nov.  18.]-^  i^cw  town-meeting  Is  called,  and  a  new  commit- 
tee appointed  towait  upon  the  consignees,  to  knowwhether  they 
will  resign  their  appointment ;  to  which  they  answer,  "  It  is  out 
of  our  power  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  town."  This 
answer  may  be  built  upon  solemn  engagements  not  to  resign  ; 
otherwise  it  is  hard  to  conceive  how  it  should  be  more  out  of 
their  power,  than  the  power  of  the  Philadelphia  consignees,  who 
have  resigned  six  weeks  ago.  It  is  a  managed  affair  between  tneni 
and  the  governor,  who  calls  a  council  for  advice  [iNov.  )  9.]  up- 
on measures  proper  for  preserving  the  peace,  and  for  support- 
ing the  authority  of  government.  While  the  council  are  debating 
a  petition  of  the  consignees  is  presented,  praying  leave  to  resign 
themselves  and  the  pruperty  committed  to  them,  to  his  excellen- 
cy and  their  honois  as  the  guardians  of  the  people.  After  debate, 
the  further  consideration  is  postponed  to  the  23d.  then  to  the 
27th,  then  to  the  29th,  when  the  council  make  a  few  observa- 
tions, dechne  complying  with  the  petition,  and  advise  his  excel- 
lency to  renew  his  orders  to  the  jusuces  and  others,  to  exert 
tliemsclves  for  the  security  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  the  preser- 
vation of  peace  and  good  order,  and  for  preventing  all  offences 
against  the  law.  About  this  time  the  consignees,  consisting  of  the 
governor's  sons,  cousins,  and  particular  fnends,  remove  to  the 
castle  for  personal  safety.  1  he  day  before  the  last  meeting  of 
the  council,  captain  Hall  in  the  Dartmouthy  came  to  an  anchor 
near  the  castle,  having  on  board  one  hundred  and  fourteen  chests 
of  tea  ;  andon  the  day  of  their  meetingcomes  into  the  harbour. 
On  the  same  day  a  notification  is  posted  up  m  all  parts  of  the 
town,  inviting  every  friend  to  his  country  to  meet  at  nine  o'clock 
to  make  united  resistance  to  the  most  destructive  measures  of  ad- 
ministration. .  The  Meeting  of  the  people  at  Boston  and  the 
neighbouring  towns,  is  continued  by  adjournment  to  the  nextday, 
[Nov.  30.]  when  it  is  determined  that  the  tea  shall  be  returned. 
Faneuil-hall  being  too  small  for  the  assembly,  they  adjourn  ta, 
the  Old  South  Meeting-house,  and  coniirm  the  former  determi- 
nation by  voting,  '^  that  the  tea  shall  not  be  ianded^^that  no  duty 
shall  be  paid,  and  that  it  shall  be  sent  back  in  the  same  bottom."^ 
They  further  vote,  "  that  Mr.  Rotch^  the  owner  of  the  vessel, 
be  directed  not  to  enter  tiie  tea  at  his  peril,  and  that  captain  llall 
be  informed,  and  at  his  peril  not  to  suffer  any  of  the  tea  to  be  land- 
ed." They  also  appoint  av/atch  of  tv7ent3'-five  men  lo  be  a  guard 
upon  the  Dartmouth,  lying  at  Grij/in's  wharf.  A  letter  is  re- 
ceived from  the  consignees,  offering  to  store  the  teas  till  they 
can  write  and  receive  further  orders  ;  but  the  proposal  is  rejected. 
Mr.  GrcenleaJ]  the  sheriff,  appears  and  begs  leave  to  read  a  pro- 
clamation from  the  governo-;,  v/hich  requn-es  the  people  forth- 
with 
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with  to  disperse  and  to  surcease  all  further  proceedings.  He  is 
aUowed  to  do  it ;  and,  upon  lini^hing,  there  Is  a  loud  and  gene- 
ral hiss.  The  peojiie  atterwaid  vote,  *'tiiat  captain  Jiiucc,  on 
his  arrival  do  conform  to  the  votes  respecting  Hall's  vessel  ; 
that  no  tea  from  Great-Britain  be  landed  or  sold  till  the  act  im- 
posing the  duty  is  repealed  ;  that  the  captain  of  the  present  watch 
be  desh-ed  to  make  out  a  list  for  the  next  night,  and  so  on,  un- 
til the  vessels  leave  the  harbor  ;  that  should  the  watch  be  mo- 
lested, that  the  inhabitants  be  alarmed  by  the  tolling  of  the  bells  at 
night,  and  the  righing  of  them  in  the  day ;  that  six  persons  be  ap- 
pomted  to  give  notice  to  the  country  towns,  upon  any  important 
occasion  ;  that  every  vesselarriving  with  tea  have  a  proper  watch, 
and  that  thek  brethen  in  the  country  be  desired  to  afford  their 
assistance  on  the  hrst  notice."  I'hey  determine  to  carry  their 
voces  and  resolves  into  execution  at  the  risk  of  life  and  property  ; 
thank  their  brethren  m  Uie  neighbouring  tov/ns,,  and  then  dis- 
solve the  meeting. 

After  the  dissolution,  the  committee  of  correspondence  for  the 
town  of  Boston  held  their  meetings,  and  invite  the  like  commit- 
tees of  the  adjacent  towns  to  jom  them  ;  several  do  it  ;  th*? 
whole  jointly  assume  the  direction  of  alltliat  relates  to  the  tea<i 
of  the  East-India  Company.  They  keep  a  constant  military  watch 
of  twenty-hve  men  every  night,  generally  with  fire  arms,  to 
prevent  the  tea  being  privately  landed.  'Ehe  vessels  belonging; 
tocap.ains  Bruce  and  CoJ/in,  are  upon  their  arrival  ordered  to 
Griffin's  wharf. 

[Dec-  14.]  The  people  of  Boston  and  the  neighboring- 
tovv'ns,  that  have  agreed  to  act  in  concert  with  Boston,  meet  at 
the  Old  South  Meeting-house,,  and  conclude  upon  ordering  Mr. 
Batch  to  apply  immediately  for  a  clearance  for  his  ship.  Mean- 
while the  governor  receiving  intimation  that  she  would  be  sent 
to  sea,  and  that  it  might  not  be  through  the  ordinary  cliannei  by 
the  castle,  acquaints  admiral  Montague,  and  desires  him  to  take 
the  proper  precautions,  on  which  the  admaral  orders  the  Active 
and  King  Fisher  to  be  litied  for  sea,  and  to  fall  down  and  guard 
the  passages  out  of  the  liarbour.  The  governor  likewise  renews 
in  writing  his  orders  to  colonel  Leslie,  to  suffer  no  vessel,  coast- 
ers excepted,  to  pass  the  fortress  from  the  town  witliout  a  per- 
mit signed  by  himself  A  sufficient  number  of  guns  are  loaded 
on   this  special  occasion. 

The  assembly  are  acquainted,  that  the  collector  cannot  give 
Mr.  Botch  a  clearance,  until  the  vessel  is  discharged  of  dutiable 
articles.  [Nov.  16.]  Mr.  Samuel  Philips  SuiagCy  of  JVtston,  is 
chosen  moderator.  The  number  assembled  from  town  and  coun- 
try is  thought  to  be  some  thousands.    Upon  tlie  present  crisis 
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several  gentlemen  deliver  their  sentiments  ;  and  Mr.  Josiah  Qui)u 
cy,]\.m.  his  to  the  following  purpose  ; — "  It  is  not,  Mr.  Mode- 
rator, the  spirit  that  vapors  within  these  walls  that  must  stand  us 
in  stead.  I'he  exertions  of  this  day  will  call  forth  events,  which 
will  make  a  very  different  spirit  necessary  for  our  salvation. — 
Whoever  supposes,  that  shouts  and  hosannas  will  terminate  the 
trials  of  the  day,  entertains  a  childish  fancy.  We  must  be  gross- 
jy  ignorant  of  the  importance  and  value  of  the  prize  for  which 
we  contend  ;  we  must  be  equally  ignorant  of  the  power  of  those 
who  have  combined  against  us  ;  we  must  be  blind  to  that  malice, 
inveteracy,  and  insatiable  revenge,  which  actuate  our  enemies 
public  and  private,  abroad  and  in  our  bosom,  to  hope  that  we 
shall  end  this  controversy  without  the'  sharpest,  the  sharpest  con- 
flicts— -to  flatter  ourselves  that  popular  resolves,  popular  ha- 
rangues, popular  acclamations,  and  popular  vapor,  will  vanquish 
our  foes.  Let  us  consider  the  issue.  Let  us  look  to  the  end. — 
Let  us  weigh  and  consider,  before  we  advance  to  those  measures 
wliich  must  bring  on  the  most  trying  and  terrible  struggle  this 
country  ever  saw." 

About  three  o'clock  In  the  afternoon  the  question  is  put, 
**  Will  you  abide  by  your  former  resolution  with  respect  to  not 
suffering  the  tea  to  be  landed  ?"  It  passes  in  the  affirmative, 
nem.  con. 

Mr.  Rotc-h  is  ordered  to  make  a  protest,  and  procure   a  pass 
for  his  vessel.    He  waits  upon  the  governor  at  Milton,  who  of- 
fers to  give  him  a  letter  to  the  admiral  for  protection,  which  he 
declines,  fearing  in  that  case  the  rage  of  the  people,  and  being 
in  no  concern  about  his  ship,  as  that  is  not  the  object  of  resent- 
ment, but  the  tea.     He  intimates  to  the  governor,  that  some  of 
the  leaders  of  the  people  wish  the  ship  to  go  down  and  be  stop- 
ped at  the  castle,  "  for  then  they  will  be  rid  of  the  affair,  and 
may  say  they  have  done  all  in  their  power."    While  Mr.  Rotch 
is  absent,  the  speakers  in  the  meeting  keep  the  people  together 
by  engaging  their  attention  till  he  returns,  which  is  before  six 
o'clock,  when  he  informs  the  body,  that  upon  applying  to  the 
governor  for  a  pass,  he   received  for  answer,  "  I   cannot  give 
you  a  pass  consistent  with  the  laws  and  my  duty  to  my  king,  un- 
less the  vessel  is  properly  qualified  from  the  custom-house." — ■ 
Upon  this  there  is  a  great  deal  of  disputing,  w^hen  a  person  dis- 
guised like  an  Indian,  gives  the  war-whoop  in  the  front  gallery, 
where  there  are  few  if  any  besides  himself.     Upon  this  signal  it 
is  moved  and  voted  that  the  meeting  be  immediately  dissolved. — 
The  people  crowd  out   and  run  in  numbers  to  Griffin's  wharf. 
At  the  same  instant  a  number  of  persons,  chiefly  masters  of  ves- 
sels and  ship-builders  from  the  north  end  of  the  town,  about  se- 
venteen 
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venteen,  though  judged  to  be  many  more  as  they  run  alonu;, 
cross  Fort  Hill,  dressed  as  Indians,  and  repair  to  the  tea  ships ; 
and  in  about  two  hours  hoist  out  of  them  and  break  open  342 
chests  of  tea,  and  discharge  their  contents  into  the  saltwater. 
They  arc  not  in  tlic  least  molested.  The  multitude  of  spectators 
upon  and  about  the  wharf,  serve  as  a  covering  party.  The 
whole  business  is  conducted  with  very  little  tumult,  and  no  da- 
mage done  to  the  vessels  or  any  other  property  ;  when  finished, 
the  people  return  quietly  to  their  own  towns  and  habitations. 

Prior  to  tlie  destruction  of  the  tea,  captain  Loring  in  a  brig, 
being  the  fourth  and  last  vessel  on  the  East-India  Company's  ac- 
count, was  cast  ashore  at  Cape-Cod  ;  and  what  tea  was  saved 
has  been  conveyed  to  the  castle. 

I'he  arrival  of  the  tea  ships  fust  at  Boston,  the  consignees  re- 
fusing to  resign,  though  they  had  the  example  of  others  to  in- 
duce them,  and  the  governor's  resolution  to  pay  no  regard  to 
the  voice  oJf  the  public,  brought  on  the  destruction  of  the  tea. 
The  sons  of  liberty  were  sensible,  that  if  it  was  landed  and  stor- 
ed, it  would  some  how  or  other  obtain  a  sale  ;  and  that  the  vir- 
tue of  the  people,  to  decline  buying  and  using  a  commodity  to 
which  they  were  so  attached  from  love  and  habit,  was  too  pre- 
carious a  ground  on  which  to  risk  the  salvation  of  their  country. 
They  have  been  obliged,  but  with  the  utmost  reluctance,  to  venture 
upon  a  desperate  remedy.  Many  of  their  friends,  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  circumstances,  or  do  not  attend  to  them,  may- 
be ready  to  censure  them  severely.  But  had  the  tea  been  land- 
ed, the  union  of  the  colonies  in  opposing  the  ministerial  schemes 
would  have  been  dissolved  ;  and  it  would  have  been  extremely 
difficult  ever  after  to  have  restored  it.  The  fulfilment  of  their 
solemn  declaration,  that  the  tea  should  not  be  landed,  though 
in  a  way  which  would  not  have  been  chosen  had  any  other  ef- 
fectual one  offered,  has  secured  them  the  good  opinion  and  con- 
fidence of  their  co-patriots  in  other  parts.  The  governor  has 
that  influence  with  the  consignees,  that  he  could  undoubtedly 
have  prevailed  on  them  to  resign;  but  he  has  encouraged  them 
to  the  contrary  ;  and  therefore  what  he  has  written,  *'  It  has 
been  absolutely  out  of  my  power  to  prevent  the  destruction  of 
the  tea,  without  conceding  to  the  unreasonable  demands  of  a 
lawless  set  of  men,  and  thereby  giving  government  up  and  ren- 
dering myself  obnoxious  to  my  sovereign,"  will  scarce  be  ad- 
mitted as'a  sufficient  justification.  Sovereigns  themselves,  upon 
special  emergencies,  wisely  give  place  to  the  opinions  and  wishes 
of  their  subjects  ;  but  are  often  disgraced  and  forced  into  diffi- 
culties, through  the  want  of  like  wisdom  in  their  representatives. 
Had  the  governor  given  a  pass  for  the  ship  in  the  present  in- 

Vol.  I.  F  f  stance. 
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stance,  he  would  not  have  been  viewed  by  considerate  persons 
gs  breaking  cither  the  laws  or  his  oath.     Cases  offer,  when  sta- 
tute laws  and  oaths  of  office  are  required  to  give  place   to    the 
supreme  law  of  society,  the  safety  of  the  community.     Had  he 
k>oked  back  to  the  time  of  the  stamp  act,  he  would  probably  have 
tbund  many  precedents  of  ships  having  permits  from  his 'prede- 
cessor in  office,  Sir  Francis   Bernard,  to  pass  the  castle  without 
being  duly  qualified  for  want  of  stamps  ;  and  yet  the  granting- 
thenT  did  not  render  Sir  Francis  obnoxious  to  his  sovereign. — - 
But  the  truth  wiis,  Mr.  Hutchinson  had  repeatedly  urged  govern- 
ment athome  to  be  iirm  and  persevering  ;    this  v.^-as  a  favorite 
t)Qpic  on  which  he   was  often  insistiivg  ;  he  himself  therefore 
ceuld  not  think  of  yielding  ;  and  then  he  would  not  believe  that- 
tlie   people   were 'determined  at  all  adventurea- to  perfect  their 
eno-agements  ;  but  expected  that  when  the  critical  moment  came, 
til ey  would  desist.     Whereas  when  that  moment  came,  and  the 
tea  on  board  the  Dartmouth,  captain  Hall  was  in  danger  of  be- 
mg  seized  and  secured  by  the  custom-house  officers,  who  might 
have  been  supported  by  admiral   Montagye,  the  sons  of  iibevty 
projected  the  destruction  of  it  in  the  manner  above  related:  a.id 
in  order  to  make  short  w^ork  of  the  whole  business,  and  prevent 
their  repeating  the  preceding  formalities,  they  did  not  confine 
their  operations  to  the  tea  on  board  the  Dartmouth,  but  extend- 
ed them  to  the  teas  broiight  in  afterward  by  captains  Bruce  and 

Coffin,.  . 

Someexpectexl  that  the  destruction  of  the  teawIlMssuc  m  the 
destruction  of  the  charter,  which  will  make  the  inhabitants  af 
the  colony  furious  beyond  expression.  One  gentleman,  appre- 
hensive of  the  fatal  consequences  that  will  follow  upon  the  par- 
liament's meddling  with  the  charter,  the  great  darling  of  the 
people,  has  written  freely  and  fully  upon  the  subject  to  his  cor- 
respondent, an  influential  member  in  the  house.  Another,  be- 
ing desirous  of  learning  the  real  sentiments  of  the  more  mode- 
rate party,  and  of  such  as  have  not  pluiiged  themselves  into  the 
politics  of  the  day,  Jias  conversed  with  several  of  them  ,  but  has 
discovered  in  them  the  warmest  indignation  and  the  highest  re^ 
sentment  at  the  thought  of  being  deprived  of  their  charter.  A 
major  in  the  militia  (whom  Mr.  Hutchinson  honored  with  the 
commission,  for  hig.good  conduct  as  foreman  of  the_iury  on  the 
trial  of  the  soldiers  forTTlling  the  persons  on  the  5tli  of  March^ 
mo)  told  him,  "  Sir,  you  know  that  I  am  a  friend  to  govern-^- 
njent,  and  v/ish  to  support  it ;  but  if  there  is  an  attempt  to  take 
ajvay  .our  charter,  1  will  light  up  to  my  knees  in  blood  in  de^ 
icnc.e  of  it."  The  gentleman  has  perceived  such  a  spirit  to  pre- 
^Iroioatc' ^mong  all  the  people,  that  he  has  judged  it  right  to- 
co mmuaiuiter 
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eommunicatc  his  knowledge  to  Sir  Francis  Hcrnard,  and  to  ac- 
quaint with  his  apprchcii^ionsas  to  the  fatal  consequences  which 
will  follow  upon  the  adoption  of  violent  ineasures.  li^  ha.s 
written  also  to  another  friend  upon  the  subject,  in  hope  that  the 
intelligence  will  get  to  the  ministry,  and  prove  hcnctii  ial  to  tlic 
public  by  preventing  harsli  proceedings.  At  Charleston  the 
Carolinians  have  unloaded  the  tea,  and  stored  it  in  cellars,  where 
it  cannot  be  used,  and  where  it  will  iinally  jierisli. 

L^et  nienassfrom  hence  to  relate  the  doings  of  the  Massaehu^ 
setts  assenibly  respecting  the  judges,  which  you  will  probably 
pronounce  intemperate. 

The  house  being  informcds  that  each  '-f  the  judges  refused  to 
take  move  than  one  hidf  of  the  sum  granted  them  the  last  year-^ 
which  they  considered  as  implying  on  the  part  of  the. judges,  a 
determination  to  aG\:eptof  their  su])po't  from  the  crown,  resoh'- 
«?d,  "  That  it  is  the  incumbent  duty  of  thp  judges  explicitly  to 
tieclare,  whether  they  are  determined  to  receive  the  grants  of 
the  general  assemble,  or  to  accept  of  their  support  from  the  crown  ; 
and  their  delaying  any  longer  to  let  the  public  know  their  de^- 
termination^  will  discover  that  they,  have  little  or  no  regard  for 
the  peace  and  welfar-e  of  the  provinc<-i  ;  and  in  «uch  case  it  will 
be  the  indispensable  duty  of  the  commons  of  this  province,  to 
Hiipoach  them  before  the  governor  and  council.  Four  of  the 
judges,  in  the  beginning  e^"  February,  1774,  acquainted  tlic 
house  they  had  received  thdrwhole  salary  granted  them  by  the 
general  court,  and  not  any  part  of  the- graait  made  by  the  crown, 
and  that  they  w^ere  determined  still  to  receive  the  grants  of  the 
jD-cneral  assembly,  which  was  pronounced  satisfactory.  But  th^ 
chief  justice,  Peter  Oliver,  esq.  sent  them  a  letter  [Feb.  3.]  in- 
forming them,  That  since  being  upon  the  bench  seventeen  years, 
he  had  suffered  above  three  thousand  pounds  sterling  ;  that  he 
liad  been  encouraged  not  to  resign  with  the  hope  of  a  support, 
but  never  had  been  relieved  ;  that  he  had  taken  his  majesty's 
grant  from  the  5th  of  July,  1772,  to  the  oth  of  January,  1774, 
and  that  without  his  majesty's  leave  he  dare  not  refuse  it. 

[Feb.  11.]  The  house  resolved,  ''That  Peter  Ohver  hath, 
by  his  conduct  proved  himself  an  enemy  to  the  constitution  of 
this  province,  and  is  become  justly  obnoxious  to  the  good  people 
of  it;  that  he  ought  to  be  removed  from  the  office  oi  chiet  jus- 
tice ;  and  that  a  remonstrance  and  petition  to  the  governor  and 
council  for  his  immediate  removal  be  prepared" — yeas  96--* 
iiavs  9. 

[Feb;  24.]  The  house  prepared  to  exhibit  articles  of  Impeach- 
ment, in  then-  ow^n  name,  and  the  name  ot  all  the  inhabitants  oi 
the  province,  against  the  chief  justice.    His  excellency  excep- 
ted 


S2»  The  HISTORY  OF    the  [J,I),lll4'. 

ted  to  the  proceedings  of  the  house  as  unconstitutional :   for 
which  reason  he  could  not  give  them  any  countenance. 

[March  1.]  They  prepared  articles  of  high  crimes  and  mis-- 
demeanors  against  the  chief  justice,  to  present  to  his  excellency 
and  the  council,  in  which  they  said,  "  The  salary,  and  hopes  of 
augmentation  must  have  the  effect  of  a  continual  bribe,  and  ex- 
pose him  to  a  violation  of  his  oath.  His  accepting  hath  betray- 
ed the  baseness  of  his  heart  and  the  lust  covetousness,  in  breach 
of  his  engagements  to  rely  solely  on  the  grants  of  the  assembly, 
necessarily  implied  and  involved  in  his  accepting  said  office.  By 
receiving  a  grant  out  of  the  revenue  unjustly  extorted  from  the 
American  colonies,  he  hath  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  put  a 
sanction  on,  and  established  the  said  revenue,  counteracted  the 
reasonable  petitions  of  the  people  to  his  majesty,  and  in  defiance 
of  the  known  sense  of  the  body  of  this  people,  hath  wickedly  en- 
deavoured to  increase  the  discontent  and  jealousies  of  this  people 
and  the  grievance  aforementioned." 

[March  9.]  It  was  resolved,  "That  the  house  have  done 
all  that  in  thecapacity  of  representatives  can  be  done  for  the  re- 
moval of  Peter  Oliver ;  and  it  must  be  presumed,  that  the  go- 
vernor's refusing  to  take  any  measure  therein,  is  because  he  al- 
so receives  his  support  from  the <:rown." 

It  is  not  to  be  thought,  that  the  leading  gentlemen  in  these 
proceedings  expected  to  obtain  the  removal  of  the  chief  justice  ; 
but  by  the  help  of  them,  they  rendered  him  and  the  governor 
more  and  more  obnoxious  to  the  body  of  the  people ;  added  to 
the  dignity  and  importance  of  the  house  in  the  eyes  of  the  re- 
presentatives, by  placing  them  upon  an  apparent  level  with  the 
house  of  commons  in  Britain  ;  and  preservd  the  general  animo- 
sity against  ministerial  measures  from  falling  into  a  decline. 

The  real,  genuine  sentiments  of  the  professed  patriots  may  be 
desired  ;  let  me  therefore  mention,  that  these  are  divided  in  wish 
and  opinion.  The  great  body  of  them  through  the  several  colo- 
nies, and  even  in  this,  aim  at  no  more  than  the  removal  of  all 
the  innovations  since  the  expiration  of  the  war.  They  want  to 
have  matters  revert  back  to  the  state  in  which  they  were  when  the 
peace  commenced,  and  to  be  fixed  in  that  state.  They  wish  most 
ardently  to  continue  in  union  ,  with  Great-Britain  ;  and  abhor 
the  thought  of  a  separation.  They  judge  that  it  would  be  nei- 
ther safe  not  beneficial ;  that  it  is  infinitely  more  eligible  to  have 
the  protection  of  the  m.cther  country,  and  to  remain  under  her 
shadow  ;  and  that  no  greater  happiness  can  be  enjoyed  by  them, 
than  a  thorough  restoration  of  harmony  and  affection  between 
them  and  the  parent  state,  so  as  to  obliterate  the  remembrance  of 
all  past  animosity.  But  there  are  a  few  in  this  colony  who  hanker 

after 
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after  independency,  and  will  be  likely  to  bend  their  wl.ole  Infiu-» 
ence  for  the  obtaining  of  it,  whenever  there  is  ihe  least  opening 
to  encourage  their  efforts.  At  the  head  of  these  we  must  place 
My.  Sam  lid  Adavis  \v\iO  has  long  since  said  in  small  confidential 
companies — *'  1  he  country  shall  be  independent,  and  we  will  be 
satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  it,"  At  one  time  his  influence  was 
small,  owing  to  defects  in  pecuniary  matters,  especially  as  col- 
lector  of  the  taxes  for  Boston,  in  which  oflice  he  served  tor )  ears. 
He  was  accountable  to  the  town  for  between  one  and  twoUiou- 
sand  pounds  ;  but  a  great  part  of  it  had  never  been  gathered. 
What  with  not  pressing  the  payment  of  the  taxes  in  time,  as  is 
too  generally  the  case  ;  not  calling  when  the  money  happened 
to  be  ready  and  other  casualties,  no  inconsiderable  sum  was  lost. 
His  necessities  probably  (for  he  appears  to  be  addicted  to  no  ex- 
travagances) urged  him  to  supply  himself,  time  after  time,  from 
the  cash  in  hand,  without  attending  to  the  accumulation  of  the 
balance  against  him  till  called  upon  to  settle.  The  town  had 
several  meetings  upon  the  business  ;  at  length,  by  the  evertioii 
of  his  friends,  a  majority  was  obtained  for  the  relinquishment 
of  the  demand  upon  him.  Since  his  first  election  into  the  house 
in  1765,  his  influence  had  been  gradually  increasing,  untilhe  has 
obtained  a  great  ascendency  in  directing  the  town  of  Boston,  and 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  conscqently  the  council.  His 
abilities  and  policy  will  foster  the  idea  of  independency,  by  the 
aids  of  those  very  severities  the  ministry  may  adopt,  in  order  to 
compel  the  colonies  into  a  submission  to  parliamentary  authority 
in  all  cases  whatever. 


LETTER     .Ylll. 


Lcndcn,  July  2,  1774. 

THE  letters  sent  over  to  tlie  Massachuiietts  by  Dr.  Franklin^ 
have  produced  a  daei  between  Mr.  Whaiekij,  the  banker, 
brother  to  the  late  secretary  to  the  treasury,  arid  John  Tcnvple, 
esq.  in  which  the  formerwas  dangerously  wounded.  This  hashed 
the  doctor  to  inform  the  public,  that  both  the  gentlemen  arc  to- 
tally ignorant  and  iuricccat  as  to  the  transaction  and  its  circum-* 

stances 
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stances  about  which  they  fought.  He  declares  that  he  alone  was 
the  person  who  obtained  and  transmitted  to  Boston  the  letters  iiv 
question  and  says— "  Mr.  W.  could  not  communicate  them,  be- 
cause they  were  never  in  his  possession  ;  and  for  the  same  rea- 
son thjey  could  not  be  taken  from  him  by  Mr.  T."  The  doctor 
justifies  his  own  conduct,  and  Concludes  with  telling  the  world, 
he  *'  thought  it  his  duty  to  transmit  them  to  his  constituents.'* 
But  if  they  were  sent  over  to  be  communicated  to  a  few  confi- 
dential gentlemen  only,  instead  of  being  addressed  to  the  speak- 
er of  the  assembly,  or  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  cor- 
respond with  him,  with  orders  to  lay  them  before  the  house, 
how  were  they  transmitted  to  his  constituents  ?  'lliere  is  some- 
thing mysterious  in  this  lousiness,  which  it  is  apprehended  will 
2iot  bear  a  discovery  at  present  It  is  suspected  that  the  letters 
iverc  procured  out  of  some  public  office  ;  and  that  Mr.  Temple 
2s  not  so  perfertly  ignorant  of  all  circumstances  as  the  doctor's 
Janguage  seems  to  express. 

[Jan.  21),  1774.]  The  merits  of  the  petition,  presented  some 
time  ago  by  the  doctor  as  agent  for  the  Massachusetts,  praying 
for  the  removal  of  the  governor,  came  on  to  be  heard  before  the 

pyivy   council.     It  is  reportedy  that  Mr.   W ■ — ,•  Wandering 

from  the  question  before  their  lordships,  poured  forth  such  a  tor- 
rent of  virulent  abuse  on  'Dy.  Franklin  as  scarce  ever  before  took 
place  in  judicial  proceedings.  His  reproaches  appeared  to  some 
present  to  be  incompL^tible  with  the  principles  of  law^  truth,  jus- 
tice, propriety  and  humanity.  And  it  was  thought  it  would  have 
redounded  more  to  the  honor  of  their  lordships,  had  they  secmei 
to  enjoy  less  the  lashes  which  the  doctor  underwent  ;  and  had 
they  expressed  their  dissatisfaction  by  reducing  the  orator  to  the 
remembrance  of  the  exalted  characters  before  whom  he  uttered 
such  language.  'Ilie  petition  was  dismissed,  and  the  doctor  is 
displaced  from  the  ofhce  of  deputy  post-master  general  for  the 
colonies,  llie  philosopher  may  recollect  in  some  future  day  the 
hbcrties  taken  with  him  before  the  privy-council  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  January,  and  take  ample  revenge  on  British  ministers^ 
and  courtiers. 

[March  7.]  A  message  from  liis  majesty,  on  account  of  the 
late  disturbances  in  America,  was  presented  to  both  liouses.  Par- 
ticular m-ention  was  made  of  the  outrage  commntted  by  tire  peo- 
ple at  Boston.  Matters  are  now  brought  to  a  crisis,  and  minis'^ 
try  arc  bent  upon  vigorous,  speritcd  measures.  To  prevent  op- 
position from  the  merchants,  the  public  papers  were  filled  with 
writings  on  the  subject,  which  painted  the  misconduct  of  the  co- 
lonies in  the  strongest  colours,  and  urged  in  particular  the  impos- 
sibility of  the  future  existence   of  any  trade  to  America,  if  this 

iiaeruiit 
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flagrant  outrage  on  commerce,  as  it  is  pronounced,  went  unpun- 
ished. These,  with  otiier  endeavors,  had  the  proposed  eifeet. 
The  resentment  against  the  Americans  hecamc  as  high  and  a3 
strong  as  could  he  desired,  within  the  house  ;  but  tlic  storm  was 
to  be  directed  against  the  Massachusiils.  The  minister,  in  de- 
bate, stated  that  the  opposition  to  the  authority  of  parliament 
had  always  originated  in  that  colony  ;  and  that  that  colony  had 
always  been  instigated  to  slk^Ii  conduct,  by  the  irregular  and  se- 
ditious proceedings  of  Bostom  It  was  become  necessary  there- 
fore to  begin  with  that  town.  He  had  forgot,  or  would  not* 
mention,  that  the  violent  opposition  to- the  stamp  act  origmated 
ki  Virginia. 

[Mar.  11.]  Leave  was  given  to  liring  in  a  i/iil  "  for  tlic  im^ 
mediate  removal  of  the  oihccrs  concerned  in  i\\z  coilcction  of 
the  customs  from  Boston,  and  to  discontinue  the  landing  and  dis- 
charging, lading  and  shipping  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandises 
at  Boston,  or  within  the  hai^jor  thereof."  7\:t  the  first  introducti- 
on of  the  bill  it  was  r<?ceived  with  general  applause.  Mr.  Bolla?^^, 
however  petitioned  to  be  heard  for  the  Massachusetts  council, 
and  in  behalf  of  himself  and  other  inhabitants  of  Boston.  Tlie 
commons  refused  to  admit  his  petition,  though  a  few  days  bacii 
tliey  had  received  one  fromhiiri  as  agent  for  the  council.  The 
lords  were  actually  liearing  him  on  a  ])etitionj  as  a  pei-son-duly 
qualified.  On  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  another  petition  was 
presented  in  the  name  of  several  natives  and  inhabitants  of  Nortii 
America;  which  insisted  strongly  on  the  injustice  of  the  act,  and 
its  tendency  to  alienate  the  affections  of  America  ;  and  expressly 
declared,  that  the  attachment  of  America  could  not  long  survive 
the  justice  of  Great-Britain.  I'he  minority  members  maintained 
that  the  bill  stood  simply  as  a  proscription- of  one  of  tlie  greatest 
trading  towns  in  tlie  British  dominions  from  the  use  of  their  port, 
and  from  all  the  commerce  by  which  thousands  obtained  their 
bread.  "  Have  we  not  (say  they)  given  an  extent  of  power  to 
his  majesty  to  prevent  the  port  of  Boston  from  ever  being  rein- 
stated, if  the  king  should  think  proper  ?  A  iine  is  laid  ;  the  ti'ade 
is  prohibited  until  it  is  paid  ;  ami  when  the  fine  is  paid,  the  town 
may  be  as  far  from  recovering  her  trade  as  ever,  'llic  act  pro- 
vides, that  the  crown  must  have  satisfaction,  and  that  the  laws  of 
trade  and  revenue  should  be  obeyed.  There  is  a  sting  in  this.  The 
act,  under  pretence  of  an  indemnity  to  the  East-India  Company, 
is  meant  to  enforce  the  submission  to  taxes.  America  will  see 
this  ;  and  the  cause  of  Boston  will  be  made  the  cause  of  all  the* 
colonies.  They  are  all  as  guilty  as  Boston.  Not  one  has  receiv-. 
ed  the  tea  ;  some  have  destroyed  it,  others  sent  it  back."  Bu2 
44i  opposition  was  ineffectual ;'  for  the  projected  measures  of  go- 

vcrnmciit. 
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vernmcnt  were  immutable.  The  bill  passed  ;  and  was  carried 
up  to  the  house  of  lords,  where  it  was  warmly  debated,  but,  as 
in  the  house  of  commons,  pai  sed  without  a  division. 

[March  31.]  It  received  the  royal  assent. 

The  Boston  port  bill  formed  only  one  part  of  the  coercive 
plan  proposed  by  ministry.  A  bill  was  soon  brought  in  for  "  the 
better  regulating  the  government  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay." 
The  purport  of  it  was,  to  alter  the  constitution  of  the  province^ 
to  take  the  whole  executing  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the  de- 
mocratic part,  and  to  vest  the  nomination  of  counsellorsj  judges, 
and  magistrates  of  all  kinds,  including  sheriffs,  in  the  crown,  and 
in  some  cases  in  the  king's  governor,  and  all  to  be  removeable 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  crov/n. 

In  the  debates  it  was  asked  of  ministry,  whether  the  colonies 
already  regulated  nearly  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  bill,  were 
more  submissive  to  the  right  of  taxation  than  the  Massachusetts, 
It  was  justly  argued,  the  disorder  lay  much  deeper  than  the  form» 
of  government ;  that  the  people  throughout  the  continent  w^ere 
universally  dissatisfied  ;  and  that  the  uneasiness  and  resistance 
was  no  less  in  the  royal  governments  than  in  anv  other.  Mr. 
Bollan  again  made  an  effort  in  favor  of  his  province ;  but  the 
commons  refused  to  receive  his  petition.  The  ministry  having 
carried  the  preceding  bill,  prepared  another,  without  which,  it 
was  said,  the  scheme  would  be  entirely  defective. 

[April  21.]  Lord  North  presented  the  third  bill  **  for  the  im- 
partial administration  of  justice  in  the  cases  of  persons  question- 
ed for  any  acts  done  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  or  for 
the  suppression  of  riots  and  tumults  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay.^'* 
This  bill  provided,  that  in  case  any  person  was  indicted  in  that 
province  for  murder,  or  any  other  capital  offence,  and  it  should 
appear  to  the  governor  that  the  fact  was  committed  in  the  exercise 
or  aid  of  magistracy,  in  suppressing  tumults  and  riots,  and  that 
a  fair  trial  could  not  be  had  in  the  province,  he  should  send  the 
person  so  indicted,  &C.  to  any  other  colony,  or  to  Great-Britain 
to  be  tried.  The  charge  on  both  sides  w^as  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
customs.  The  minority  opposed  this  bill  with  great  vehemence. 
They  insisted  that  having  no  sort  of  reason  for  impeaching  the  tri- 
bunals of  America,  the  real  intention  was  to  set  up  a  military  go- 
vernment, and  provide  a  virtual  indemnity  for  all  the  murders 
and  capital  outrages  which  might  be  committed  by  the  barbarous 
hands  of  authority.  Fromthe  impossibility  of  prosecuting  in  Great- 
Britain,  they  strenuously  maintained  that  this  was  holding  out 
encouragement  for  all  kinds  of  lawless  violence.  Colonel  i?^r- 
re's  speech  upon  the  occasion,  commanded  the  attention  of  the 
whole  house,  and  closed  admirably,  with  "  You  have  changed 

your 
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your  ground.  You  are  becoming  the  aggressors,  and  offering 
the  last  of  human  outrages  to  the  people  of  America,  by  sub- 
jecting them  \\\  effect  to  military  execution.  Instead  of  sending 
them  the  olive  branch,  you  have  sent  the  naked  sword.  By  the 
olive  branch,  I  mean  a  repeal  of  all  the  late  laws,  fruitless  to  yoxi 
nnd  oppressive  to  them.  Ask  their  aid  in  a  constitutional  man- 
ner, and  they  will  give  it  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability.  'J'hey 
never  yet  refused  it  when  properly  required.  Your  journals 
bear  the  recorded  acknowledgments  of  zeal  with  which  thev  have 
crontributed  to  the  general  necessities  of  the  Jitate.  What  mad- 
ness is  it  that  prompts  you  to  attempt  obtaining  that  by  force, 
which  you  may  more  certainly  procure  by  requisition.  iVicy  may- 
be flattered  into  any  thing,  but  they  are  too  much  like  yourselves 
to  be  driven.  Have  some  indulgence  for  your  own  likeness  ;  re- 
spect their  sturdy  English  virtue;  retract  your  odious  exertions  of 
authority  ;  and  remember  that  the  first  step  toward  making  theiu 
contribute  to  your  wants,  is  to  reconcile  them  to  your  govern- 
ment." 

The  pubhcations  of  the  day  quote  an  old  member  rarely  \a 
opposition,  as  having  closed  his  speech  with  these  remarkabJa 
words — **  I  will  now  take  my  leave  of  the  whole  plan.  You 
will  commence  your  ruin  from  this  day.  I  am  sorry  W  say, 
that  not  only  the  house  has  fallen  intothi^  error,  but  ther  people; 
approve  of  the  measure.  I'he  people.,  I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  arc 
misled.  But  a  short  time  will  prove  the  evil  tendency  of  this 
bill.  If  ever  there  was  a  nation  running  headlong  into  ruin  it 
is  this."  It  is  much  questioned  by  many,  whether  the  member 
did  not  mistrake  in  saying — The  people.  The  same  natives  o£ 
America  who  petitioned  against  the  Boston  port-bill  [May  2.] 
renewed  their  endeavours  by  a  petition  against  these  two  bills. — • 
It  was  pointed  with  an  uncommon  energy  and  spirit;  and  strong- 
ly indicated  the  effects  that  these  bills  would  produce  in  the 
place  where  they  were  intended  to  operate.  It  was  admitted  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  had  no  other  notice  taken  of  it. 

Both  bills  were  opposed  in  the  house  of  lords,  and  the  mino- 
rity entered  on  each  a  very  strong  protest.  On  both  however 
in  each  house,  the  number  of  the  minority  continued  all  along 
very  low  and  inadequate.  Mr.  BoUan  applyed  for  a  hearing  in 
the  house  of  lords  upon  the  last  bill,  but  was  refused.  He  has 
stood  up  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  Massachu- 
setts, when  no  other  of  the  numerous  advocates  of  the  colonies, 
out  of  parliament,  have  appeared  to  check  the  torrent  of  the 
most  grievous  proceedings  against  them,  in  iilce  ruauner,  by 
their  leiu-ning  and  fortitude. 

Vol.*  I.  Q  g  Upon 
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■  Upon  thefost  of  the  two  bills,  the  protesting  lords  Rklwiond, 
Portland,  Abingdon^  King,  Biffing liam,  Ponsoibj/,  Iiockinghmny 
Jberga-i-enny,  Ldsttr,  Cravemnd  Fitzu'illiam,  dissented  among 
ctlier  reasons,  '"because  definitive  legal  oftcnce,  by  which  a 
forfeiture  of  the  charter  is  incurred,  has  not  been  clearly  stated 
and  fully  proved,  neither  has  notice  of  this  advers  proceeding 
been  given  to  the  parties  eiFccted  ;  neither  have  they  been  heard 
in  their  own  defence — because  aUthe  judges  are  to  be  nominat- 
ed, not  by  the  crown,  but  by  the  governor ;  and  ail  except  the 
judges  of  the  superior  court,  are  to  be  removable  at  his  pleasure, 
find'^expressly  without  the  consent  of  that  very  councily  which  k 
to  be  nominated  by  the  king;  the  sheriff  is  made  changeable  by 
the  governor  and  co'uncil,  as  often  and  for  such  purpose  as  they  shall 
think  expedient,  whereby  the  governor  and  council  are  intrusted 
with  powers,  v/ith  which  the  British  constitution  has  not  trusted 
his  majesty  and  privy  council,  and  have  the  means  of  returnmg 
sucha  juiyiji  each  particular  case,  as  may  best  suit  with  the 
gratification  of  their  passions  and  interests,  so  that  the  lives  and 
properties  of  the  subject  are  put  into  their  hands  without  con- 
trol." The  protesting  lords  took  occasion  to  mention  concern- 
ing the  Boston  port-act,  ''that,  unexampled  on  the  records  of 
parUament,  it  had  been  entered  on  the  journals^  of  the  house  as 
voted  nemine  dissentiente,  and  had  been  stated  in  the  debate  of 
the  day,  to  have  been  sent  to  the  colonies  as  passed  without  a 
division  in  either  house,  and  therefore  as  conveying  the  incon- 
troverted universal  sense  of  the  nation  ;  and  that  an  unfair  ad- 
vantage had  been  taken,  on  the  final  question  for  passing  the  pe- 
nal bill,  of  the  absence  of  those  lords  who  had  debated  it  fo? 
several  hours,  and  strongly  dissented  from  it  on  the  second  read- 
ing, the  period  on  which  it  is  most  usual  to  debate  the  principle 
©fabilL'' 

On  the  second  bill,  the  pi'otcstmg  lords  Mishrnond,  Fitzwil^ 
iiam,  Ponsonhi/,  Rockingham,  Portland,  Crave?!^  Ldsiei^  and 
Manchester,  dissented  among  other  reasons  "because  the  bill 
amounts  to  a  declaration,  that  the  house  knows  no  means  of  re- 
taining the  colonies  in  due  obedience,  but  by  an  army  rendered 
independent  of  the  ordinary  course  of  law  in  the  place  where 
they  are  employed  ;  because  the  bill  seems  to  be  one  of  the  ma- 
ny experiments  toward  an  introduction  of  essential  innovations- 
into  the  government  of  the  empire."  They  said,  "The  autho- 
rity given  by  this  bill  to  compefthe  transportation  from  America 
to  Great-Britain,  if  any  number  of  witnesses  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  parties  prosecuting  and  prosecuted,  without  any  regard  to 
their  age,  sex,  health,  circumstances,  business  or  duties,  seem* 
iO' US  ^'^  extravagant  in  its  principle;  «uid  so  impracticable  iiv  its- 

execution^. 
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execution,  as  to  confirm  us  furtlicr  in  our  oj)inion  of  the  spirit 
•vo-hich  animates  the  whole  system  of  the  present  Amerieau  ie« 
gulations." 
[Ma)^  20.]  His  majesty  gave  his  assent  to  both  bills. 
The  session  was  drawing  near  to  the  usual  time  of  recess,  and 
the  greater  number  of  tlie  members  were  retired  into  the  coun- 
try.    In  this  situation  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  house  of  lords, 
*'  For  making  more  effectual  pnjvision  for  the  government  of 
the  province  of  'Quebec,  in  North- \mcrica."     It  passed  througli 
that  house  with  little  if  any  observation.     When  it  cane  down 
to  the  h  >usc  of  commons,  it  met  with  a  very  different  reception. 
The  principal  objects  of  the  bill  were,  to  ascertain  the  limits  of 
the  province,  which  v/ere  extended  far  beyond  what  were  settled 
as  such  by  the  king's  proclamation  of  1163 — to  form  a  legisla- 
tive council  for  all  the  affairs  of  the  province,  except  taxation, 
vdiich  council  was  to  be  appointed  by  the  crovn,  and  the  office 
to  be  held  during  pleasure,  and  his  majesty's  Canadian  Roman 
Catholic  subjects  were  to  be  entitled  to  a  place  in  it — to  esta- 
blish the  French  law^s  and  a  trial  without  jury  in-  civil  cases,  and 
the  English  law^s,  with  trial  by  jury  in  criminal — and  to  secure  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  except  the  iCgulars,  the  legal  en- 
joyment of  their  estates,  and  of  their  tythes  from  all  who  were 
of  their  own  religion.     Tlie   minority   insisted,  that  the  Pro- 
testant religion,  by  this  establishment,  enjoyed  at  best  no  more 
than  a  toleration.     *'"The  popish  clergy,"  they  said,  '*  have  a 
legal  parliamentary  right  to  maintenance,  the  protestant  clergy 
are  left  to  the  king's  discretion.     Why  are  not  both  put  at  least 
on  an  equal  footing,  and  a  legal  support  provided  for  both?" 
The  minority  was  uncommonly  small  3  nevertlieless  the  bill  pro- 
duced  much  greater  uneasiness   and  discontent  out  of  doors, 
than  any  of  those  for  punishing  the  old  colonies.     The  present 
pT>licy  of  it  is,  among   other  things,  to  gain,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  the  priests,  ihe  assistance  of  the  laity  in  subjugating  the 
other  provinces. 

[June  22.]  It  received  the  royal  assent,  when  his  majesty 
went  to  the  house,  at  the  close  of  the  session;  the  business  et 
which  being  ended,  the  ministry  entertained  the  most  sanguine 
expectations  that  the  submission  throughout  America  would  be 
immediate,  and  that  complete  obedience  and  tranquility  vrouid 
be  secured.  The  speech  from  the  throne  expressed  similar  sen- 
timents. The  triumphs  and  mutual  congratulations  of  all  who 
have  supported  the  ministerial  plan,  within  doors  and  without^ 
are  unusuaUy  great.  These  may  be  owing,  not  a  little,  to  the  as- 
surances  that  governor  Hutchinson  has  repeatedly  given  to  ma-- 
3iy,  that  if  ihc  purliament  would  bat  ace  Y/ith  resolution,  an^i 
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adopt  spirited  measures,  a  speedy  submission  would  take  place 
without  any  call  for  fighting. 

By  the  Quebec  act,  the  total  revenue  of  the  province  is  con- 
signed, in  the  first  instance,  to  a  warrant  from  the  lord  of  the 
treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  pensioning  judges  during  pleasure, 
and  the  support  of  a  civil  list  totally  unlimited.  ^  The  first  lord 
of  the  treasury,  without  controul  of  parliament,  is  therefore  in 
actual  possession  of  the  revenues  of  one  American  province, 
under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament,  with  no  other  ob- 
ligation expressed,  than  in  general  to  defray  the  expences  of 
ihe  administration  of  justice,  and  to  support  civil  government. 
The  residue,  as  in  the  tea  act,  is  to  be  reserved  for  the  disposal 
©f  parliamentary  despotism  committed  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown  and  its  minister;  for  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  is  con- 
stituted as  absolute  in  the  province,  under  an  act  of  parliament, 
as  any  despot  that  ever  existed  in  the  world.  Hence  is  inferred 
what  ministers  would  do  through  all  America,  did  they  possess 
the  power,  t 

Your  present  governor,  general  Gage,  has  been  appointed 
as  the  most  proper  person  to  see  to  the  execution  of  the  law* 
which  have  been  passed  respecting  both  the  colony  and  its  ca- 
pital ;  when  he  has  settled  matters,  and  established  order  and 
due  submission  to  the  power  of  parliament,  Mr.  Hutchinson  is 
to  return  and  resume  the  chair.  The  last,  since  his  arrival,  has 
been  graciously  received  ;  his  influence  with  ministry  will  con- 
tinue, till  events  convince  them  that  they  have  been  greatly 
mistaken  in  relying  upon  his  judgment  on  American  subjects. 
A  commission  during  pleasure  has  passed  the  great  seal,  grant- 
ing to  general  Gage  full  power  and  authority,  where  he  shall 
see  cause,  to  pardon  and  remit  all  treasons,  murders,  felonies, 
crimes,  and  misdemeanors  whatsoever,  and  all  fines  or  penal- 
ties whatsoever  incurred  in  the  Massachusetts^ 

t  Ma  Hartlcyc 
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LETTER        IX. 

JRoxhui'Tj,  Sept.  ^8,  17^4. 


THE  appointment  of  general  Gage  to  the  government  was 
not  thought  of  by  Mr.  Hutchinson.  He  expected  to  have 
been  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  ministcri?)!  plan;  and 
was  ratlier  disconcerted  when  he  found  it  to  be  othcrvyise.  Be- 
fore he  left  the  colony,  he  was  presented  with  a  few  addresses  ; 
one  by  a  number  of  gentlemen,  conceived  in  very  respectful 
terms,  but  against  which  many  others  entered  a  protest.  Had 
he  applied  himself  vigorously  and  steadily  to  the  healing  of  the 
breach  between  the  colonies  and  the  parent  state,  instead  of 
calling  upon  ministry  to  force  submission,  he  would  have  been 
a  blessing,  and  had  the  love  of  all ;  but  now  it  will  be  well  if 
he  does  not  prove  a  curse  to  both  countries,  and  make  himself 
odious  to  the  latest  posterity. 

[May  13.]  When  general  Gage  landed  on  the  long  wharf,  it 
was  thought  from  appearances,  that  he  had  apprehensions  of 
being  ill  treated  by  the  inhabitants  ;  but  though  they  were  high- 
ly incensed  at  the  port-bill,  which  they  had  just  received,  they 
behaved  toward  him  with  the  greatest  decency.  He  was  com- 
plimented by  the  council,  the  gentlemen  in  the  commission  of 
the  peace,  and  others,  and  afterward  sumptuously  entertained. 
The  next  day  there  was  a  numerous  town-meeting  to  consi- 
der the  port- bill ;  when  they  resolved,  "That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  town,  that  if  the  other  colonies  come  into  a  joint  reso- 
lution to  stop  all  importation  from  and  exportation  to  Great- 
Britain,  and  every  part  of  the  West-Indies,  till  the  act  be  re- 
pealed, the  same  will  prove  the  salvation  of  North-America  and 
her  liberties  ;  and  that  the  impolicy,  injustice,  inhumanity,  and 
cruelty  of  the  act,  exceed  all  our  powers  of  expression :  We 
therefore  leave  it  to  the  just  censure  of  others,  and  appeal  to 
God  and  the  world."  Copies  of  the  act  arrived  in  difTerent 
parts  ;  were  multiplied  with  incredible  expedition  ;  and  circu- 
lated througk  the  colonies,  by  which  the  whole  country  was  in- 
liamed.  In  some  places  they  were  printed  upon  mourning  pa- 
per, with  a  black  border,  and  cried  about  the  streets  under  the 
title  of  a  barbarous,  cruel,  bloody  and  inhuvisn  murder:  in 
others,  great  bodies  of  the  people  were  called  together  by  adver- 
tisement, and  the  obnoxious  law  burned  with  great  solemnity, 
similar  to  what  was  dojie  in  the  time  of  the  stamp  act. 

When 
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When  the  Boston  port-bill  arrived  at  New-York,    captain 
Scars  and  M'Dougail  wrote  to  the  committee  at  Boston,  assur- 
ing- them,  of  the  support  of  th-e  New-Yorkers.     The  letter  waS' 
published  without  their  names.     The  Yorkers  would  have  fixed 
ii  censure  upon  them,  but  could  get  no  proof  of  their  being  the 
writers.     Captain  Sears  and  M^Doug:aU  called  the  people  toge- 
ther by  a  publication.     1  hey  collected,  and  after  a  violent  op- 
position from  the  tories,  who  had  brought  their  whole  strength 
upon  the  occasion,  a  vote  was  obtained  for  appointing  a  commit- 
tee on  account  of  the  port-bill,  which  was  to  consist  of  hfty-ono. 
The  tories  fearing  the  worst,  had  provided  a  list ;    but  all_  listS' 
were  taken  off'  the  table  at  Mr.  Sears's  motion,  when  nominati- 
ons took  place,  and  the  number  of  whigs  and  tories  was  nearly 
equal.     Mr.  Sears  get  another  added,  which  made  the  commit- 
tee fifty-two.     The  whigs  in  it  insisted  that  there  must  be  a  con- 
gress.    The  violence  of  captain  Sears's  temper,  and  his  influ- 
ence over  the  populace,  induced  the  tories  to  fall  in  with  the 
proposal  of  one,^  rather  than  be  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  a  mob  ; 
but  they  expected  that  they  should  prevent  it.     A  letter  was  sent 
to  the  Boston  committee,  with  a  reconnnendation  to  them  to 
appoint  time  and  place.     They  approved  of  a  congress,  but  de- 
clined making  the  appointments.     The  York  committee  consi- 
dered the  answer ;  and  it  was  can'ied  to  write  to  them  afresh- 
tipon  the  subject,     lire  todes  were  caught ;  for  having  agreed  • 
to  the  motion  for  a  congress,  they  could  not  hinder  it  by  all 
their  contrivances.     You  must  admit  of  my  using,   for  brevity 
sake,  the  term  whig  and  tcry  for  the  pro's  and  co}i's  on  the  sub- 
ject of  full  redress  to  American  grievances.     When  better  can- 
be  met  with,  they   shall  be  adopted  ;  but  they  are  universally 
applied  in  this  manner  by  the  liberty  party. 

The  Boston  committee  o.'  correspondence  were  sensible  that- 
the  utmost  deHcacy  and  precaution  in  the  use  of  words  and  ex- 
pressions, were  requisite  in  the  present  state  of  affairs  ;  that  so- 
their  enemies  might  not  disappoint  them  of  that  support  for 
wiiich  they  w^ere  to  make  a  general  application  to  all  the  colo-- 
nists,  and  whom  they  addressed  on  tlie  head  of  the  port-bill,  and 
the  distresses  coming  upon  the  inhabitants,  with  the  utmost  re- 
spect ;  they  were  careful  to  insert  in  all  their  letters,  "  It  is 
hoped  that  Boston  will  be  considered  as  suffering  in  the  common 
cause.'''' 

While  these  letters  were  circulating,  the  period   arrived  for 
the  meeting  of  a  new  general  court,  which  assembled  at  Boston, 
[May  25.]  when  the  services  of  the  election  day  were  carried 
on  as  usual  ^  but  the  hearts  of  many  felt  sad  with  the  apprehen- 
sion 
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sion  that  it  would  be  the  last  of  the  kind.  Their  forebodIii2:3 
were  increased,  by  the  number  and  characters  of  the  elected 
counsellors  whom  governor  Gage  negatived,  not  less  than  thir- 
teen. He  laid  nothing  before  tlie  court  more  tlian  the  ordinary 
besiness  oi  the  proviiice  ;  but  gave  thein  notice  of  ihcir  removal' 
to  Salem  on  the  lirstof  June  in  pursuance  of  the  act.  Learning' 
that  the  house  of  assembly,,  to  avoid  removing  were  hastening; 
tlirough  the  necessary  business,  with  tlie  greatest  expedition,  he- 
adjourned  the  general  court  to  the  seventh  of  June,  then  to 
meet  at  Salem.  Before  that  dayllie  inhabitants  of  several  towns 
and  cities,  in  difiercnt  parts  of  the  continent,  concurred  in  ex- 
pressing the  greatest  disapj)roba-:ion  of  the  measures  pursued  a- 
gainst  Boston,  an  ahhoireiice  of  the  new  act,  and  a  condemna- 
tion of  the  principles  on  which  it  was  founded,  with  a  resolu- 
tion to  oppose  its  effects  in  every  manner,  and  to  support  their 
distressed  brethren,  who  were  to  be  the  immediate  victims.  As 
Philadelphia  a  subscription  was  set  on  foot  for  the  support  of 
such  poor  inhabitants  of  Boston,  as  sliould  be  deprived  of  the 
means  of  subsistence  by  the  operation  of  the  act.  The  Virginia 
house.of  burgesses  appointed  the  llrstof  June  to  be  set  apart  as  a 
day  of  fasting  and  humiliation,  devoutly  to  implore  the  divine 
interposition,  for  averting  the  heavy  calamity  which  tlireatened 
destruction  to  tlieir  civil  rights,  andtb.e  evils  of  a  civil  war  ;  and 
for  giving  one  lieart  and  one  mind  to  the  people,  £rmly  to  op- 
pose every  injury  to  the  American  rights.  'This  occasioned  their 
dissolution ;  but  before  they  separated,  eighty  nine  of  the  members 
entered  into  an  association,  in  which  they  declared,  "  That  aa 
attack  made  on  one  of  our  sister  colonies,  to  compel  submissioa 
to  arbritrary  taxes,  is  an  attack  made  on  ail  British  America,  and 
threatens  ruin  to  the  rights  of  all,  unless  the-  united  wisdom  of 
tlie  whole  be  applied."  They  recommended  to  the  committee 
of  correspondence,  to  communicate  with  the  several  committees 
of  the  other  provinces,  on  the  expediency  of  appointingdeputies 
from  the  different  colonies,  to  meet  annually  in  general  con- 
gress, to  deliberate  on  those  measures,  which  the  united  inte- 
rests of  America  might  from  time  to  time  require. 

[June  1.]  Business  was  finished  at  the  custom-house  in  Bos- 
ton at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  and  the  harbour  shut  up  against 
all  vessels  bound  thither  ;  and.  after  the  fourteenth  none  wcr:? 
to  be  allowed  to  depart.  The  day  was  devoutly  kept  at  Wiiil^ 
ajnsburgh  in  Virginia,  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  humiliation.  I'here 
was  a  solemn  pause  in  the  business  of  Philadelphia.  If  we  ex- 
cept the  Quakers,  near  nine-tenths  of  the  citizens  shut  up  their 
houses  ;  and  the  bells  were  rung,  mufBed,  all  the  day.  It  was 
observed  in  other  places  as  a  day  of  mourning. 

[Juiie  7.]   I'Ue  Massuchusetts  general  court  met  at  Salem  ac- 
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cording  to  adjournment,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  con* 
sider  and  report  the  state  of  the  province.  Mr.  Samuel  Adaws 
observed,  that  some  of  the  committee  vi^ere  for  mild  measures, 
which  he  judged  no  way  suited  to  the  present  emergency.  He 
conferred  with  Mr.  Warren  of  Plymouth  upon  the  necessity  of 
giving  into  spirited  measures,  and  then  said,  "  Do  you  keep  the 
committee  in  play,  and  I  will  go  and  make  a  caucus^  against  the 
evening  ;  and  do  you  meet  me."  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  secured  a 
meeting  of  about  five  principal  members  of  the  house,  at  the 
time  specitied ;  and  repeated  his  endeavours  against  the  next 
night;  and  so  as  to  the  third,  when  they  were  more  than  thirty: 
the  friends  of  administration  knew  nothing  of  the  matter.  The 
popular  leaders  took  the  sense  of  the  members  in  a  private  way, 
and  found  that  they  should  be  able  to  carry  their  scheme  by  ^ 
sufficient  majority.  They  had  their  v/hole  plan  conipleated, 
prepared  their  resolves,  and  then  determined  upon  bringing  the 
busmess  forv/ard.  But  before  they  went  upon  it,  the  door-keep- 
er was  ordered  to  let  no  one  whatsoever  in,  and  no  one  was  to 
go  out :  however,  when  the  business  opened,  a  ministerial  mem- 
ber pleaded  a  call  of  nature,  which  is  always  regarded,  and  was 
allowed  to  go  out.  He  then  ran  to  give  information  of  what 
was  doing,  and  a  messenger  was  dispatched  to  general  Gage, 
who  lived  at  some  distance.  The  secretary  was  sent  off  to  dis- 
solve the  general  court ;  found  the  door  fastened  ;  knocked  for 
entrance,  but  was  answered,  that  the  house  was  upon  very  im- 
portant business,  which  when  they  had  finished  they  would  let 
Iiim  in.  As  he  could  obtain  no  entrance,  he  read  the  proclama- 
tion upon  the  steps  leading  to  the  representatives'  chamber,  in 
the  hearing  of  several  members  and  others  on  the  out-side  with 
him,  and  immediately  after  in  the  council,  thus  dissolving  the  ge- 
neral court.  The  house,  while  sitting  witii  their  doors  shut,  ap- 
pointed Thomas  Cushing,  Samuel  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Pain, 
James  Bowdoin  and  John  AdamSy  esqrs.  as  their  committee  to 
*  The  word  caucus >zndi  its  derivative  caucufing,are  often  ufed  in  Bofton.  The 
]aft  anfwers  much  to  what  we  ftileparliamcntecring  or  eled^ionccring.  All  my 
repealed  applications  to  different  gentlemen  have  not  furnifhed  me  with  afai- 
ist'aiiory  account  of  the  origin  of  caucus.  It  fecms  to  mean  a  number  of  perfbns, 
whether  more  or  lei's,  met  together  to  confult  upon  adopting  and  profecuting 
fooie  fchem3  of  policy,  for  oarryiiig  a  favorite  point.  The  word  is  not  of  novel 
invention.  More  thanjo  years  ago,Mr. S.Adam's  father,and  ao  others,  one  or 
two  from  the  norih  end  of  the  town,  where  all  the  fhip  bufinefs  is  carried  on, 
ufed  to  meet, make  a  caucus,  and  lay  their  plan  for  introducing  certain  perfont 
into  places  of  truft  and  pow?r.  When  they  had  fettled  it,  they  fcparated,  and 
»fed  each  their  particular  influence  within  his  own  circle.  He  and  his  friend* 
■would  furnilh  themfelves  with  ballots,  including  the  names  of  the  parties  fixed 
wpcn, which  they  diftributed  on  the  days  of  eleilion.  By  adding  in  concert  to- 
gether, wiih  a  careful  and  «xtenfive  diftribution  of  ballots,  they  genertlly  car- 
ried the  elections  to  their  own  mind.  In  like  maapcr  it  wai^  tblt  Mr.  Samuel 
Adarm  firQ  l»««an»f  i  r<prcl«autiy«  f«r  8«fiwB. 
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meet  other  committees,  that  might  be  convened  the  first  of  Sep- 
tcuibcr  at  Philadelphia,  voted  them  five  hundred  pounds  lawful 
(seventy-five  pounds  stcrHng)  each,  and  chose  a  treasurer.  They 
recommended  also  to  the  several  towns  and  districts,  the  raising 
the  said  sum,  by  equitable  proportions,  according  to  the  last  pro- 
vincial tax — a  recommendation  which  had  all  the  force  of  a  law. 
It  was  a  triumph  to  many  of  the  sons  of  liberty  to  think  that  the 
Jiouse  had  out-generalled  the  governor. 

Sometime  before  the  dissolution  of  the  general  court,  near  up- 
on three  hundred  citizens  oi  Pkiladdphia  met  and  appointc<t  a 
committee  to  write  to  Boston.  Their  letter  was  temperate  and 
firm.  They  acknowledged  the  diihculty  of  offering  the  inhabi- 
tants advice  upon  the  sad  occasion  that  existed  ;  wished  first  to 
have  tlie  sense  of  the  province  in  general  ;  and  observed  that 
all  lenient  applications  for  obtaining  redress  should  be  tried,  be- 
fore recourse  was  had  to  extremities.  They  remarked  that  it 
might  perhaps  be  right  to  take  the  sense  of  a  general  congress, 
before  the  desperate  measure  of  putting  an  entire  stop  to  com- 
merce was  adopted  ;  and  that  it  might  be  right  at  any  rate,  to  re- 
serve that  measure  as  the  last  resource  when  all  other  means  had 
faiie^^  They  mentioned,  that  if  the  making  of  restitution  ta 
the  East'lndia  Company  for  their  teas  would  put  an  end  to  the 
unhappy  controversy,  and  leave  the  people  of  Boston  upon  their 
ancient 'footing  of  constitutional  liberty,  it  could  not  admit  of  a 
moment's  doubt  what  part  they  should  take  ;  but  they  added,  it 
was  not  the  value  of  the  tea,  it  was  the  indefeasible  right  of  giv- 
ing and  granting  their  own  money,  a  right  from  which  they 
could  never  recede,  that  was  now  the  matter  of  consideration. 

The  importance  and  necessity  of  a  general  congress  was  soon 
felt  by  every  colony,  so  that  the  measure  taken  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts was  gradually  adop^'d  by  the  others. 

Maryland^ \n\\osq  zeal  in  the  cause  of  liberty  was  ardent,  had 
a  meeting  of  the  committees  appointed  by  the  several  counties, 
at  the  city  of  Annopolis,  who  elected  five  deputies  for  that  pro- 
vince [June  25.]  ''  to  attend  a  general  congress,  at  such  time^ 
and  place  as  may  be  agreed  on,  to  effect  one  general  plan  of 
conduct,  operating  on  the  commercial  connection  of  the  colonies 
with  the  mother  country,  for  the  relief  of  Boston  and  preserva- 
tion of  American  liberty." 

This  meeting  commenced  three  days  before  the  election  of  de- 
puties ;  and  considering  the  distance  of  Salem  from  Annopolis, 
cannot  be  ascribed  to  the  transaction  of  the  Massachusetts  assem- 
bly on  the  seventeenth  ;  beside  it  appears  from  the  words  at  suck 
time  and  place  as  maybe  agreed  on,  that  the  committees  did  not 
know  that  the  Massachusetts  assembly  liad  mentioned  the  con- 
Vol.  L  H  h  venmg 
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%^enin>^  of  a  general  congvcss  on  the  £rst  of  September  at  Phi- 
iadelphia. 

When  the  opinion  of  the  Boston  town-meeting  respecting  a 
^oint  resolution  of  the  colonies  to  stop  all  importation  and  ex- 
portation till  the  port-bill  was  repealed,  arrived  in  Sou^h-Caro- 
Jina,  it  was  represented  to  a  number  of  the  principal  gentlemen 
in  Chariestown.  The  mode  proposed  was  thought  to  be  of  too 
much  consequence  to  be  adopted  without  the  universal  consent 
of  the  people.  It  was  therefore  determined  to  request  a  meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants.  That  this  might  be  as  general  as  possU 
"bie,  circular  letters  were  sent  by  express  to  every  parish  and  dis:- 
trict  within  the  colony. 

[July  6.]  A  great  number  from  ahnost  every  part  of  South- 
Carolina  met  at  Chariestown.  The  proceedings  of  parliament 
against  Boston  and  the  Massachusetts  Bay  were  distinctly  relat- 
ed to  this  convention  of  the  people  ;  on  which,  without  one  dis- 
senting voice,  they  came  into  various  resolutions.  Among  others 
they  resolved,  "  That  five  gentlemen  be  appointed  deputies  on 
the  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  meet  the  deputies-  of  the  several  co- 
lonies in  North-America  in  general  congress,  to  consider  the  act 
lately  passed,  and  bills  depending  in  parliament,  with  regard  to. 
the  port  of  Boston  and  province  of  Massachusetts,  also  the  grie- 
vances under  which  America  labors,  with  full  power  and  autho- 
xity,  inbehalf  of  us  and  our  constituents,  to  concert,  and  effect- 
laally  to  prosecute,  such  legal  measures  (by  which  we  for  our- 
selves and  them  most  solemnly  engage  to  abide)  as  in  the  opini- 
on of  the  said  deputies, .and  of  the  deputies  so  to  be  assembled^ 
iihall  be  most  likely  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  said  acts,  and  a  re-^ 
dress  of  these  grievances," — That,  while  the  oppressive  acts  re- 
lative to  Boston  are  enforced, we  v.'illchecrfully,fromtime  to  tirae^ 
contribute  toward  the  relief  of  such  persons  there,  whose  unfoiv 
innate  circumstances  may  be  thought  to  stand  in  need  of  most 
assistance  :" — "  That  a  committee  of  ninety-nine  persons  be  now 
iippointed,  to  act  as  a  general  committee,  to  correspond  with  the 
committees  of  the  other  colonies,  and  to  do  all  matters  and  things 
necessary  to  carry  the  resolutions  into  execution  ;  and  that  any 
twenty-one  of  them  met  together,  may  proceed  on  business — ■ 
tlreir  power  to  continue  till  the  next  general  meeting." 

The  appointment  of  the  above-mentioned  deputies  w^as  re- 
cognized, ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  house  of  assembly,  at 
their  next  session,  on  the  second  of  August. 

The  Connecticut  house  of  representatives,  in  expectation  oS 
the  event  during  their  recess,  empowered  a  committee  ofnine,iiD 
ease  a  congress  of  commissioners  from  the  several  colonies  should 
hQ  CQHYened,  to  meet  and  choose  delegates  to  serve  for  that  co^ 
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iony,  ami  to  correspond  wilh  otlicr  committees.  Mr.  Sila? 
J)ciuw  was  of  the  commiUec,  and  beinu;  ambitious  of  goinp;  t(/ 
congress,  schemed  their  meeting  at  New-I.ondon,  (instead  ot* 
Hartford)  where  through  the  influence  of  a  most  worthy  father- 
in-law,  his  own  pohcy,  and  his  (^wvf  vote,  he  obtained  a  majori- 
ty of  one,  and  became  one  of  the  four  Connecticut  delegate.^* 
though  not  viewed  by  those  who  know  him  most,  as  a  person  of 
the  greatest  integrity,  or  the  truest  patriotism. 

At  P/ii/({(k/j)/ini,  a  jietition  signed  by  near  nine  hundred  free- 
holders was  presented  to  Mr,  Penn,the  governor, entreating  hiiu' 
to  call  a  general  assembly  iis  soon  as  possible.  This  request  be- 
ing refused,  the  pro\incc  proceeded  to  the  election  of  deputies^ 
who  soon  after  met  -dt.  Pfuladclpkia.  The  resolutions  passed  ac. 
this  meeting,  carry  the  marks  of  cool  and  temperate  deliberation, 
as  well  as  aiFection  to  the  mother  country,  more  tlian  those  oF 
any  others  ;  and  are  at  the  same  time  equally  firm  in  the  deter^ 
minationof  supporting  the.  colonial  rights.- 

In  them  tlic  deputies  set  out  with  the  strongest  professions  of 
duty  and  allegiance,  and  express  their  abhorencc  of  every  idea- 
of  an  unconstitutial  dependence  on  the  parent  state,  and  the 
most  ardent  wishes  for  a  restoration  of  the  former  harmony.  They 
reprobate  in  the  strongest  terms  tlie  act  and  bills  relative  to  th^ 
Massachusetts-Bay  ^.m\i\&Qc\<iyQ.  that  they  consider  their  brethren 
at  Boston,  as  suffering  in  the  common  cause,  I'hey  insist  upon 
the  absolute  necessity  of  acongress  to  consult- together  and  form- 
a  general  plan  of  conduct. for  all  the  colonies.  They  acknow- 
ledge, that  a  suspension  of  the  commerce  of  that  large  trading 
province  with  Great-Britain,  will  greatly  distress  muititiides  of 
their  industrious  inhabitants,  but  pronounce  themselves  ready  to 
offer  that  sacrifice,  and  much  greater,  for  the  preservation  of  their- 
liberties  ;  however,  they  express  their  desire,  that  congress-  wiU 
lirst  try  the  gentle  m^ode  of  stating  their  grievances,  and  making- 
a  firm  and  decent  claim  of  redress.  They  conclude  with  declar- 
ing, that  that  province  will  break  off  all  commercial  intercourse 
whatever,  with  any  town,  city  or  colony,  and  individuals  in  thent 
who  shall  refuse,  or  neglect  to  adopt  and  carry  inttj  execution^ 
such  general  plan  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  in  the  congress. 

They  did  not  undertake  to  appoint  tne  delegates,  but  left  it  to 
the  Pennsylvania  assembly,  [July  22.]  who  soon  after  fixed  upon 
seven  gentlemen. 

At  a  meeting  of  delegates,  from  the  different  counties  in  Vir^ 
giniadii.WilliamsbiLrghy  beside  the  warmest  professions  of  alle- 
giance and  loyalty,  and  several  resolutions  in  common  with  \\\-j 
other  colonies,  they  passed  others,  which  considering  the  cii- 
cuiustances  of  the  colony,  with  its  immediate  dependence  on  ih'? 
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mother  country  for  thedisposal  of  its  only  staple  commod^,  must 
be  considered  as  very  deserving  of  attention,  because  strong- 
ly indicating  the  true  spirit  of  that  people.  They  resolved  not  to 
purchase  any  more  slaves  from  Africa,  the  West-Indies,  or  any 
other  place  ;  that  their  non-importation  agreement  should  take 
place  on  the  £rst  of  the  follov/ing  November,  and  that  if  the 
American  grievances  were  not  redressed  by  the  tenth  of  August 
1775,  they  vi^ould  export  after  that  time,  no  tobacco,  nor  any 
other  goods  whatever  to  Great-Britain.  They  recommended  the 
cultivation  of  such  articles  of  husbandry,  instead  of  tobacco,  as 
might  form  a  proper  basis  for  manufactures  of  all  sorts  ;  and 
particularly,  the  improvement  of  the  breed  of  sheep,  the  multi- 
plying of  them,  and  the  killing  as  few  as  possible.  [Aug.  5.] 
They  chose  as  delegates  to  a  general  congress,  Peyton  Ran^ 
dolph,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  George  Washington,  Patrick  Henry ^ 
Richard  Bland,  Benj.  Harrison  and  £domind  Pendleton,  esqrs. 

At  Newport,  in  Rhode-Island,  an  animated  paper  was  circu- 
lated, with  the  motto  JOIN  or  DIE.  The  state  of  Boston  was 
represented  as  a  siege,  and  as  a  direct  hostile  invasion  of  all  the 
colonies.  "  The  generals  of  despotism  (it  says)  are  now  draw- 
ing the  lines  of  circumvaliation  around  our  bulwarks  of  liberty, 
and  nothing  but  unity,  resolution  and  perseverance,  can  save  our- 
selves and  posterity  from  what  is  w^orse  than  death — Slavery." 
The  general  assembly  of  the  colony  chose  two  deputies  to  repre- 
sent the  colony  in  a  general  congress  ;  w^ho  were  legally  author- 
ised for  that  service,  [Aug.  10.]  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the 
governor. 

All  the  other  colonies,  from  New-Hampshire  to  South-Caro- 
lina inclusively,  adopted  the  measure  of  electing  representatives 
to  meet  in  general  congress. 

To  judge  aright  of  the  present  alarming  state  of  affairs,  you 
must  observe,  that  it  does  not  arise  from  the  discontent  of  a  tur- 
bulent or  oppressed  nobilitv  or  gentry,  so  that  by  bringing  over 
a  few  of  the  leaders,  the  rest  will  follow  of  course,  or  persist  only 
to  their  own  ruin  ;  nor  does  it  depend  upon  the  resolution  or 
perseverance  of  a  body  of  merchants  and  dealers,  so  that  every 
man,  habitually  studious  of  his  immediate  interest,  w^ill  tremble 
at  the  thoughtof  those  consequences  v/hich  may  essentially  affect 
it  :  nor  will  a  few  lucrative  jobs  or  contracts  split  the  colonists 
into  numberless  factions.  On  the  contrary,  the  great  force  of 
the  opposition  consists  in  the  landholders  throughout  America. 
The  British  lands  in  this  continent,  arc,  in  general,  and  more 
especially  in  the  Nev/-England  colonies,  the  Jerseys,  and  in  part 
of  New-York  and  Pennsylvania,  portioned  out  in  such  freeholds 
as  afford  that  mediocritj  of  condition  to  the  possessors,  which  i^ 

sufficient 
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sufficient  to  raise  strong  IxKlies  and  vigorous  minds  ;  but  seldom 
that  superabundance  vvliicli  proves  so  fatal  to  both,  in  old  and 
refined  countries,  llie  American  freeholders,  from  many  cir- 
cumstances, arc  more  enthusiastic  lovers  of  libertv,  than  ever 
were  the  English  yeomanry,  'llie  body  of  them  are  too  bold  to 
be  despised  without  danger,  and  now  that  they  are  united,  too 
numerous  to  be  bribed.  Human  nature  being  the  same  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  had  moderation  instead  of  com))ulsi<)n  been 
employed,  several  who  are  at  present  zealous  leaders,  might 
have  been  secured,  and  ministry  (in  colonics  of  such  different 
manners,  interests,  and  principles,  and  on  these  accounts  strong- 
ly inclined  to  variance  with  eack  other)  might  have  carried  ma- 
ny points  which  they  will  now  find  it  dithcult  or  impossible  to 
do,  since  they  have  united  them,  by  evidencing  a  design  of 
subjugating  each  to  a  mode  of;  government  to  which  all,  with- 
out exception,  are  averse  in  the  highest  degree. 

The  Boston  committee  of  correspondence  received  the  most 
encouraging  ansv/ers  to  their  letters  ;  and  were  assured  that  the 
town  of  Boston  was  considered  as  sufft'ring  in  the  covimon  cause. 
They  had  more  than  the  strongest  expressions  to  console  them, 
they  had  the  substantial  evidence  of  facts.  Ministry  promised 
themselves  mighty  advantages  from  making  Salem  the  seat  of 
government,  with  the  privilege  of  an  open  port,  while  the  neigh- 
boring one,  in  itself  of  much  greater  consequence,  was  shut. 
But  the  merchants  and  freeholders  of  tlie  town  discovered  a  most 
noble  spirit,  which  will  prove  a  sore  disappointment  to  tliem. 
If  it  was  expected  that  incurable  envy,  jealousy,  or  animosity, 
would  be  excited  between  the  two  towns,  and  that  the  refracto- 
XV  capital  being  abandoned  and  left  alone  to  ruminate  upon  her 
forlorn  situation,  would  soon  be  reclaimed  and  brought  to  a  full 
sense  of  her  duty  ;  the  very  reverse  will  mortify. 

[June  18.]  The  day  after  the  dissolution  of  the  general  court, 
the  merchants  and  freeholders  oi  Salem  presented  an  address  to 
the  governor,  and  in  it  expressed  the  most  generous  sentiments. 
They  said,  "  We  are  most  deeply  afBicted  with  a  sense  of  our 
public  calamities  ;  but  the  miseries  that  are  now  rapidly  hasten- 
ing on  our  brethren  in  the  capital  of  this  province,  greatly  excite 
our  commiseration,  and  we  hope  your  excellency  will  use  your 
endeavors  to  prevent  a  further  accumulation  of  evils  on  that 
already  sorely  distressed  people." — "  By  shutting  up  the  port  of 
Boston,  some  imagine  that  the  course  oi  trade  might  be  turned 
hirher  and  to  our  benefit ;  but  nature,  in  the  formation  of  our 
harbor,  forbids  our  becoming  rivals  in  commeice  with  that  con- 
venient mart.  And  were  it  otherwise,  we  must  be  dead  to  every 
idea  of  justice,  and  lost  to  all  feelings  of  iiuniunity,  could  we  in- 


ti$  The    history    of    th£  [J.  I),  1114. 

duKe  one  thought,  to  seize  on  wealth,  and  raise  our  fortunes  oa 
the  ruin  of  our  suffering  neighbors."  I'he  governor  was  treat- 
ed with  the  highest  respect,  and  mention  was  made  of  their 
hoping  much  from  his  general  character,  as  well  as  from  his 
wisdom  and  mildness  in  another  command.  They  expressed 
the  stronges  attachment  to  the  mother  country,  the  deepest 
concern  for  the  present  unhappy  troubles,  and  the  most  fervent 
wishes  for  a  speedy  and  happy  reconciliation,  to  obtain  which 
they  were  willing  to  sacrifice  every  thuig  compatible  with  the 
safety  and  dignity  of  British  subjects. 

Marblehfud,  a  sea-port,  about  three  miles  from  Salem,  and 
equally  far  with  the  last  fromJBoston,  but  a  town  of  no  great 
trade,  being  engaged  chiefly  in  the  cod  fishery,  testified  its  re^ 
gard  and  compassion  for  the  capital,  by  letting  the  suffering 
merchants  have  the  free  use  of  its  wharfs  and  stores.  Its  in- 
habitants offered  also  to  attend  the  lading  and  unfading  of  their 
goods,  and  transact  for  them  all  the  busmess  to  be  done  at  their 
port,  without  putting  them  to  the  smallest  expence. 

The  pity  and  resentment  of  the  country  at  large,  were  excited 
by  observations  published  on  the  Boston  port-bill.  Those  of  Mr. 
Josiah  2uincy^  jun.  were  most  generally  read  and  admired.  He 
observed — "  The  Boston  port-bill  condemns  a  whole  town  un- 
heard, nay,  micitcd  to  answer :  involves  thousands  in  ruin  and 
misery,  without  suggestion  of  any  crime  by  them  committed  ;  and 
is  so  constituted  that  enormous  pains  and  penalties  must  ensue^ 
notwithstanding  the  most  perfect  obedience  to  its  injunctions. 
The  destruction  of  the  tea,  which  took  place  without  any  illegal 
procedure  of  the  town,  is  the  only  alledged  ground  of  consigning 
thousands  of  its  inhabitants  to  ruin,  misery  and  despair.  Ihosc 
charged  witli  the  most  aggravated  crimes,  are  not  punishable  till 
arraigned  before  disinterested  judges,  heard  in  their  own  defence, 
and  found  guilty  of  the  charge.  But  here  a  whole  people  are 
accused,  prosecuted  by  they  know  not  whom,  tried  they  know 
not  when,  proved  guilty  they  know  not  how,  and  sentenced  to 
suffer  inevitable  ruin.  Their  hard  fate  cannot  be  averted  by  the 
most  servile  submission,  the  most  implicit  obedience  to  this  statute. 
Their  first  intimation  of  it  was  on  the  tenth  of  May,  and  it  took 
place  the  first  of  June,  thence  to  continue  in  full  force,  till  it 
shall  sufficiently  appear  to  his  majesty,  that  full  satisfaction  hath 
fceen  m.ade  by,  or  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  to  the 
East-India  Company,  for  the  damage  sustained  by  the  destruction 
of  their  tea  ;  and  until  it  shall  be  cerliiied  to  his  majesty,  by  the 
governor  or  lieutenant  governor  of  the  province,  that  reasonable 
satisfaction  has  been  made  to  the  officers  of  the  revenue  and  others^ 
for  tlie  riots  nnd  insurrcctiga  ir^entigned  in  it.    So  short  a  space 
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is  given  for  staying  the  torrent  of  tbrcatcncd  evils,  that  the  suIt- 
ject,  though  exerting  his  utmost  energy,  must  he  overwhehued 
and  driven  to  niadiicss  by  terms  of  deliverance  \chieh  deny  re- 
hef  till  Ids  ruin  is  inevitable." 

Others  said,  "  I  lad  punis.iment  l)ecn  only  threatened,  had  it 
been  in  our  option  whether  we  would  submit  or  sulfer,  the 
reason  for  complaint  would  have  been  Jess.  But  without  previ- 
ous warning  in  the  proposal  of  any  terms  that  might  have  pre- 
vented the  coming  of  evil  upon  us,  it  is  inliicted  with  ineffable 
vengeance  ;  so  that  should  we  servilely  submit  to  all  retpiired, 
we  must  notwithstanding  suffer  almost  total  ruin.  'I'he  conditi- 
ons upon  which  alone  our  sufferings  are  to  be  removed,  far  from 
being  hxed  with  precision,  are  so  loose  and  indeterminate,  that 
a  governor  may  perpetuate  them  during  ids  ])olitical  existence, 
the  king  in  council  not  being  enabled  to  open  the  port  withouC 
his  certificate.  The  wharfs  and  landing  places  at  Boston,  which 
are  the  property  of  numerous  individuals,  arc,  as  to  the  use  of 
them,  wherein  only  their  value  consists,  wrested  out  of  their 
hands  and  put  into  the  king's,  to  be  disposed  of  at  his  pleasure, 
'i'wo  wharfs  indeed  are  to  be  opened  again,  when  his  majesty 
shall  think  proper  ;  but  the  residue  are  for  ever  interdicted  the 
exercise  of  commerce." 

The  rough  drafts  of  the  bills,  *'  for  the  better  regulating  of 
the  government  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  ;"  and  "  for  the  im- 
partial administration  of  justice  in  it,"  as  well  as  of  that  ''-for 
quartering  the  troops  in  America,"  upon  their  arrival  at  Boston, 
were  instantly  circulated  through  the  continent,  and  filled  up 
whatever  was  before  wanting,  of  violence  and  indignation  ux 
most  of  the  colonies.  Even  those  who  were  moderate,  or  seemed 
wavering,  now  became  resolute  and  resentful.  Nothing  was  to 
be  heard  of  but  meetings  and  resolutions..  Liberal  contributi- 
ons for  the  relief  of  the  distressed  Bostonions  were  every  where 
recommended,  and  soon  practised.  Numberlessletterswere  writ- 
ten from  districts,  towns,  and  provinces,  to  the  people  of  Boston, 
in  which,  besides  every  expression  of  sympathy  and  tenderntss^ 
they  w^ere  commended  for  their  past  conduct,  and  stronglv  exhort- 
ed to  a  perseverance  in  that  virtue  wiiich  had  brought  on  their  suf- 
ferings. It  was  in  vain  that  the-  friends  of  government  attended  a 
town-meeting,  and  attempted  to  pass  resolutions  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  tea,  and  for  dissolving  the  committee  of  corresponti- 
cnce ;  they  found  themselves  lost  in  a  prodigious  majority,  and 
had  no  other  resource  than  drawing  up  aprotestagainsttheproceed- 
ings  of  that  body.  The  Boston  committee  of  correspondence  ap- 
prehended themselves  so  fixed  iu  the  o^ood  opinion  of  the  public, 
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that  they  ventured  to  frame  and  publish  an  agreement,  entitled, 
A  solemn  league  and  covenant. 

[June  29.]  General  Gage  was  so  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  aso^ 
lenin  league  and  covenant,  that  he  issued  a  strong  proclamation 
against  it,  stiUng  it  an  unlawful,  hostile,  and  traiterous  combi- 
jiation.  He  charged  all  magistrates  to  apprehend  and  secure  for 
trial,  such  as  should  have  any  share  in  aiding  or  abetting  the  fore- 
going or  any  similar,  covenant.  The  charge  was  needless  ;  for 
the  engagement  was  so  unguardedly  expressed,  and  so  extremely 
ensnaring,  that  it  was  severely  censured  by  m.any  of  the  best  and 
warmest  sons  of  liberty  in  and  about  Boston,  who  refused  to 
give  it  support ;  so  that  hovv^ever  it  might  be  venerated  out  of  the 
colony,  it  sunk  into  obscurity  at  home  ;  and  changed  its  form  in- 
to one  that  was  less  exceptionable,  and  yet  equally  well  calcu- 
lated to  stop  the  trade  with  Great-Britain,  and  that  accorded  with 
those  entered  into  about  the  same  time,  in  various  parts  of  the 
continent,  without  any  previous  concert  with  each  other,  any 
more  than  with  Boston.  The  coincidence  of  sentiments  and 
measures  given  into  by  individuals  and  assemiblies,  larger  and 
smaller,  in  the  several  and  more  distant  colonies,  without  any  pre- 
vious contrivance,  has  been  so  remarkable,  that  persons  the  fur- 
thest removed  from  superstition,  have  inclined  to  ascribe  it  to  si 
special  providence  of  God.  They  have  been  seemingly  actuated 
by  one  and  the  same  spirit,  nearly  at  the  same  instant.  When 
letters  have  been  dispatched  from  Boston  to  fellow-patriots  afar, 
asking  or  giving  advice  ;  letters  from  these  have  been  upon  the 
road,  giving  or  asking  the  very  advice  which  w^as  w^anted — the 
like  in  other  matters.  Not  that  there  is  a  uniformity  in  all  points 
through  the  continent.  The  people  may  be  divided  into  two 
great  classes.  One  is  for  rushing  headlong  into  the  greatest  ex- 
tremities, without  waiting  till  other  measures  are  tried,  or  receiv- 
ing the  general  sense  of  the  colonies ;  and  though  eager  for  hold- 
ing a  congress,  would  leave  it  nothing  to  do  but  to  prosecute 
the  violence  which  they  have  began.  'iliQ  other  is  averse  to  vio- 
lent measures,  till  all  other  means  are  ineffectually  tried.  They 
wish  further  applications  to  be  made  to  Britain,  and  the  grievances 
they  complain  of,  with  the  rights  which  they  claim,  to  be  clearly 
stated  and  properly  presented.  This,  they  say,  can  be  effectual- 
ly done  only  by  a  general  congress.  There  is  a  third  party,  who 
are  friends  to  the  British  administration,  or  rather  who  do  not 
totally  disapprove  of  its  measures  ;  but  their  voice  is  so  low,  that 
except  in  a  few  particular  places,  it  can  scarcely  be  distinguish- 
ed.- The  friends  to  colonial  rights  have  a  great  advantage  over 
them,  not  only  from  the  goodness  of  their  cause,  but  their  pos- 
sessing most  of  the  presses  on  the  continent.     1  hese  are  chiefly 
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in  the  hands  of  the  whigs,  ana  news-papers  publishing  essays 
and  other  compositions  against  the  prevaih'ng  opinions  of  the 
people,  have  not  a  universal  spread,  and  cannot  prove  so  pro- 
fitable to  the  proprietors,  as  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. 'I'hc  command  which  the  sons  of  liberty  have  of  the 
press,  gives  them  the  superiority  in  point  of  intiuence,  over 
their  antagonists  in  the  periodical  publications  of  the  day.  * 

As  the  Boston  port  bill  prohibits  all  water  carriage,  beside 
shutting  up  the  port,  the  merchants  are  under  the  necessity  of 
adopting  the  expensive  mode  of  bringing  their  goods  from  Salem 
or  Marblehead,  all  the  way  round,  through  Cambridge  and 
Roxbury,  to  Boston.  Had  they  been  allowed  to  bring  them  to 
Charlestown  by  land,  and  thence  to  cross  them  over  by  water 
they  would  have  saved  a  fourth  of  the  way.  But  it  is  pleasin? 
to  observe  what  trade  iv,  going  forward,  notwithstanding  the  em- 
barrassments with  whieii  it  is  clogged.  Boston  is  exhibitincr  a 
scene  of  patience,  fortitude,  and  perseverance,  which  will  make 
them  renowned  in  history.  Though  liberal  contributions  have 
been  made,  are  raising,  and  will  be  raised,  for  the  succour  of 
sufferers ;  yet  it  may  be  easily  conceived,  that  in  a  town  con- 
taining several  thousand  inhabitants,  who  have  subsisted  chiefly 
by  commerce  and  the  various  kinds  of  business  subservient  to 
it,  and  where  the  maintenance  of  many  families  depends  mere- 
ly upon  the  k>ca[ity,  the  cutting  off  of  that  grand  source  of  their 
employment  and  subsistence,  must  occasion  great  distresses 
notwithstanding  every  relief.  Even  the  rich  are  not  exempt 
from  the  general  calamity,  as  a  very  considerable  part  of  their 
property  consists  in  wharfs,  warehouses,  stores,  and  those  nu- 
merous erections  which  are  destined  to  the  purposes  of  com- 
merce, but  are  now  no  longer  profitable. 

The  people  at  large  have  been  for  some  time  preparing  to  de- 
fend their  rights  with  the  point  of  the  sword.  They  see  that 
they  are  either  to  be  terrified  or  driven  into  submission,  by  an 
armed  force;  and  are  for  providing  against  both.  The  country- 
men, in  returning  from  Boston,  are  daily  bringing  out  guns, 
knapsacks,  6cc.  Every  one  appears  desirous  of  being  well  ac- 
coutred. They  have  arms  in  general,  the  militia  law  requiring  it 
of  all  within  a  certain  age.  Note — They  are  fond  of  shooting, 
are  accustomed  to  it  from  early  life,  and  a»e  special  marksmen. 
They  are  perfecting  themselves  in  their  exercise.  Handling  the 
musket  and  training,  are  tlie  fashionable  amusements  of  the  male 
inhabitants,  while  the  females  encourage  them  to  proceed.  The 
sound  of  drums  and  fifes  is  constantly  saluting  your  ears.  Hus- 
bands and  wives,  parents  and  children,  brothers  and  sisters,  lovers, 
the  young  and  the  old,  seem  possessed  of,  or  rather  to  be  possessed 
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hj  a  martial  spirit,  and  are  fired  with  an  enthusiastic  zeal  for  1l- 
bertyo     In  most  places,  but  particularly  in  Berkshire  and  Woi^- 


cester  counties,  where  the  influence  ot  government  was  sup- 
posed to  prevail  most,  nothing  is  to  be  seen  or  heard  of,  ex- 
cept the  purchasing  of  arms  and  ammunition,  the  casting  of 
balls,  and  the  making  of  all  those  preparations  which  testify 
the  most  immediate  danger,  and  determined  resistance. 

The  high  miHtary  tone  of  the  country  people,  is  to  be  placed 
chiefly  to  the  account  of  the  two  bills  "  for  regulating  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Massachusetts,"  and  ''  the  impartial  administra- 
tion of  justice  in  it."  These  bills  have  proposed  so  thorough  a 
change' in  the  civil  and  rcHgious  liberties  of  towns  and  individu- 
als, that  they  view  themselves  as  intentionally  deprived  of  every 
privilege,  and  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  hghting  for  all^  they 
hold  dear  to  them.  It  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  juries 
should  not  be  packed.  The  accustomed  mode  of  electing  them, 
is  excellent,  but  liable  to  abuse,  and  there  *'  may  have  been  in- 
stances wherein  persons  who  have  no  rcgai-d  to  religion  and  to 
divine  revelation,  have  been  really  picked  up  to  serve  a  turn."* 
But  this  will  not  justify  that  most  execrable  alteration  of  leavinor 
it  in  the  power  of  the  governor  and  council,  through  the  aid  of 
the  sheriff,  to  obtain  such  a  jury  in  each  cause,  as  may  best  suit 
their  passions  and  interests,  whereby  tlie  lives  and  properties 
of  the  subjects  are  put  into  their  hands  without  controul-.f 

It  is  also  to  be  enacted,  by  the  regulating  bill,  that  after  the 
£rst  of  August,  1774,  there  shall  be  no  town-meetings,  without 
the  leave  of  the  governor  or  lieutenant  g.ovcrnor,  in  writing,  ex- 
pressing the  special  business  of  such  meetings,,  first  obtained,  ex- 
cept the  annual  meetings  in  March,  for  the  choice  of  select  men^ 
constables,  and  other  ofhcers  ;  and  in  May.  for  the  elcction.of  re- 
presentatives, and  meetings  to  fill  up  the  offices  aforesaid,  on 
death  or  removal ;  and  that  no  other  matter  shall  be  treated  of 
at  such  meetings  except  the  election  of  aforesaid  ofhcers  or  re- 
presentatives, nor  at  any  other  meeting,  except  tlie  business  ex- 
pressed in  the  leave  given.  A  more  obnoxious  alteration  could 
scarce  have  been  invented. 

Every  town  is  an  incorporated  republic.  The  select  men,  by 
their  own  authority,  or  upon  the  application  of  a  certain  num- 
iber  of  townsmen,  issue  a  warrant  for  die  calling  of  a  town-meet- 
ing. The  warrant  mentions  the  business  to  be  engaged  in,  anii 
no  other  can  be  legally  executed.  The  inhabitants  are  warned 
^o  attend  ;  and  they  that  are  present,  though  not  a  quarter,  os- 

*  Tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Whitney's  Difcourfe. 
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tenth   of  the  whole,  have  a  right  to  proceed.     They  choese  ar 
president  by  the  name  of  moderator,  who  regulates  the  proceed* 
ings  of  the  meeting.  Kach  individual  has  an  (^rpial  liberty  of  de^ 
iivering  his  opinion,  and  is  not   liable  to    be  silenced  or  brow- 
beaten by  a  greater  or  richer  townsman  than  himself.     Kvery 
freeman- or  freeholder,  as  the  business  regards  either  die  freehold-' 
crs  in  particular  or  the  freemen   at  large,  gives  his  vot(-  or  not, 
and  for  or  against,  as  he  pleases  ;  ioid  each  vote  weighs  equally* 
whether  that  of  the  highest  or  lowest  inhabitant'  At  these  town-^ 
meetings  the  people  are  used  to  debate  and  conclude  upon  in^ 
struetions  to  their  representatives  respecting  matters  before,  or 
likely  to  come  before  the  general  court — freely  to  express  their 
sentiments  regH4ding   public    transactions — to  agree  upon   the 
choice  of  a  minister,  and-  the  salary  they  shall  give  him — upon 
building  or  repairing  the  meeting-house,  and  u-pon  a  variety  of 
other  interesting  matters,  which  concern  th&  exercise  of  their 
civil  or  sacred  privileges.     All  the  New-England  towns  ar-?  up- 
on the  same  plan  in  general,  though  different  in  certain  particu- 
lars.    In  the  colony  of  Rhode-Island  they  have  no  minister  paid 
by  the^  town^  as  a  town^  nor  is  it  allowed  by  the  government; 
the  salary  is  not  a  town  charge,  but  is  made  up  out  of  the  vo-i 
luntary  contributions  of  the  denomination  to  which  heis  joined^ 
From  the  free  exercise  of  all  the  above  cited  rights,  the  Mas- 
sachusetts inhabitants  are  to  be  suspended  by  the  aforesaid  enact* 
ing  clause.     When  they  wish,   or  have  occasion  to  hold  meet- 
ings for  any  of  the  above  purposes,  they  vyill  be  obliged  to  ap- 
ply to  the  governor,  w^ho  may  put  a  negative  upon  every  appH-^ 
cation,  and  who  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  prevent  their  set- 
tling a  minister  when  the  pulpit  is  become  vacant,  till  he  can  be 
v/eli  assured  that  the  person  on  whom  the  choice  will  fall,  either 
does  or  will  incline  to  support  governmental  measures, - 

The  bill  for  the  impartial  administration  of  justice,  the  people 
consider  as  threatening  them  with  military  execution,  it  they 
complv  not  with  that  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  government. 
The  English  blood  which  they  have  derived  from  their  fore- 
fathers, without  corrupting  it  by  foreign  mixtures,  for  they  have- 
been  too  national  to  encourage,  like  some  colonies,  the  settle- 
ment of  foreigners  among  them— that  blood  boils  in  their  vems 
at  those  two  bills,  and  iires  them  to  a  military  opposition.  'J"he 
inhabitants  of  Connecticut  mean  not  to  be  idk  spectators  of  the 
fate  of  their  sister  colony,  which  can  only  be  a  prelude  to  their 
own,  and  are  therefore  giving  in  to  equal  exertions  tor  stcmmino; 
the  approaching  torrent. 

Soon  after  general  Gage's  arrind,  two  regiments  of  foot,  wita 
A  small  detsichment  of  the  artJIlerv,  and  some  cannon,  were  land  • 

cd 
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cd  at  Boston,  and  encamped  on  the  common.  These  troops 
were  by  degrees  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  several  regiments 
from  Ireland,  New-York,  Halifax,  and  at  length  from  Quebec. 
The  arrival  and  station  of  these  troops,  was  far  from  being  agree- 
able to  the  inhabitants  ;  nor  was  the  jealousy  in  any  degree  less 
in  the  minds  of  their  neighbors  of  the  surrounding  counties. 
The  dissatisfaction  was  increased  by  placing  a  guard  upon  Bos- 
ton Neck,  the  narrow  isthmus  which  joins  the  peninsula  to  the 
continent;,  for  which  measure  the  frequent  desertion  of  the  sol- 
diers Avas  the  assigned  reason.  Individuals  have  encouraged 
such  desertion  ;  and  the  Boston  committee  have  not  failed  to 
contribute  to  the  temptation,  by  making  the  situation  of  the  sol- 
diery as  disagreeable  as  they  could,  and  by  counteracting  all 
endeavors  to  render  it  comfortable.  They  act  systematically  for 
the  prevention  of  all  supplies  for  the  British  troops.  Through 
their  connection  with  the  neighboring  committees,  the  farmers- 
and  others  are  prevented  from  selling  them  straw,  timber,  slit- 
work,  baards,  in  short  every  article  excepting  provisions  necessa- 
ry for  their  subsistence,  lire  straw  which  is  purchased  for  their 
service  is  daily  burnt.  Vessels  with  brick  intended  for  the  ar- 
my are  sunk,  and  carts  with  wood  are  overturned.  Thus,  by 
some  contrivance  or  other,  purchases  are  either  prevented,  oi- 
when  made,  the  king's  property  is  destroyed  in  every  manner  in; 
which  it  can  be  effected.  While  these  things  are  doing,  at riliing 
circumstance  gives  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  a  full  earnest  of  the 
support  they  may  expect  from  the  country  in  case  of  extiemity^ 
and  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  general  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple. A  report  spreads,  that  a  regiment  posted  on  the  Neck,  has 
cut  off  all  communication  with  the  country,  in  oder  to  starve 
the  town  into  a  compliance  with  any  measures  which  may  be 
proposed  to  it.  Upon  this  vague  report,  a  large  body  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Worcester  county  assemble,  and  dispatch  two  mes- 
sengers express  to  Boston,  to  discover  the  truth  of  the  informa- 
tion. These  envoys  acquaint  the  townsmen,  that  if  the  report 
had  been  true,  there  were  several  thousand  armed  men  ready  to- 
have  marched  to  their  assistance.  They  tell  them  further,  that 
they  are  commissioned  to  acquaint  them,  that  even  though  they 
should  be  disposed  to  a  surrender  of  their  liberties,  the  people 
of  the  country  will  not  think  themselves  at  all  included  in  their 
act ;  that  by  the  late  act  and  the  bills  pending  in  the  British 
parliament  when  the  last  intelligence  was  received,  their  char- 
ter was  utterly  vacated  ;  and  tliat  the  compact  between  Britain 
and  the  colonics  being  thus  dissolved,  they  are  at  full  liberty  to 
combine  together,  in  what  manner  and  form  they  think  bestj 
for  mutual  security. 

[August 
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[Auc^ust  4.]     The  governor,   by  a  proclamation  for  the  cn- 
courag-cment  of  piety  and  virtue,  the  prevention  and  punishment 
of  vice,  profaneness  and  imniorility,   has  exasperated  the  minds 
of  the  people,  owing  to  the  insertion  oi  hjpocris^  among  the 
immoralities.  They  have  been  scoffed  at  and  reproached  by  ene- 
mies, and  those  of  looser  manners,  for  a  pharisaical  attention 
to  outward  forms  and  the  appearances  of  religion  ;  and  there- 
fore view  this  insertion  as  an   intended  insult.     Wjth   the  new 
acts,  the  governor  received  a  list  of  thirty-six  new  counsellors, 
who  agreeable  to  the  new  regulations,  liave  been  appointed  by 
the  crown,  contrary  to  the  method  prescribed  by  the  charter. — 
About  twenty-four  of  the  gentlemen  have  accepted,  so  that  there 
is  a  sufficient  number  to  attempt  carrying  on  the  business  of  go- 
vernment.    But  the  courts  of  judicature  at  Boston  arc  suspend- 
ed, for  the  grand  jurors  refuse  to  take  the  oaths,    and  to  act  un- 
der new  judges  and  laws.     The  petit  jurors  decline  serving,  on 
account  of  Peter  Oliver,  esq.  standing  impeached  by  a  late  ho- 
norable house  of  commons  cf  the  province,  and  of  the  judges  of 
the  superior  court  being  made  to  depend  upon  the  crown.    Not 
only  so,  but  the  great  and  petty  juries  through  the  colony,  unani- 
mously refure  to  act  in  any  manner  under  the  new  regulations ; 
and  the  clerks  of  the  court  have  found  it  necessary  to  acknow- 
ledge their  contrition  in  the  pubHc  papers,  for  issuing  the  v/ar- 
rants  by  wdiich  the  juries  were  summoned,  and  not  only  to  de- 
clare that  they  will  not  act  so  again,   but  to  apologize  for  what 
they  have  done.     At  Great  Barrington  and  some  other  places, 
the  people  assembled  in  large  bodies,  and  filled  the  court-house 
'and  avenues    in   such  a  manner,  that  neither  judge   nor  officer 
could  obtain  entrance  ;  and  upon  the  sheriff's  commanding  them 
to   make  way   for   the   court,  they  answered,  *'  We  know  no 
court,  nor  any  other  estabUshment',  independent  of  the  ancient 
law^s  and  usages  of  our  country,    and  to  none  other  will  we  sub- 
mit, or  give  way  upon  any  account." 

At  Salem  the  merchants,  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants, 
v/ere  by  hand-bills  summoned  to  meet  on  Wednesday  the  twen- 
ty-fourth, to  consider  on  measures  for  opposing  the  execution  of 
divers  late  acts  of  parliament,  l^he  day  preceding  the  iniendcd 
meeting,  [August  23.]  the  governor,  who  resides  within  a  tew 
miles  of  the  place,  published  a  proclam.ation  prohibiting  all  per- 
sons from  attending.  The  proclamation  beuig  disregarded,  a 
company  of  soldiers  were  ordered  invo  town  to  disperse  the 
•meeting  ;  but  before  they  got  to  it,  the  business  was  hnished, 
and  the  inhabitants  withdrawn.  Three  of  the  gentlemen  were 
apprehended,  but  gave  bonds  to   appear  in  court,   and  so  were 

discharged, 
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The  prcceedings  of  the  people,  and  their  manifest  dispositi- 
ons, have  alarmed  the  general,  who  has  thought  it  necessary  for 
the  safety  of  the  troops,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  important  post 
of  Boston,  to  fortify  the  entrance  at  the  Neck,  which  affords  the 
only  communication,  except  by  water,  between  the  town  and 
the  continent.  His  own  personal  safety,  while  at  his  country 
residence  in  Danvers,  would  have  been  endangered,  had  not 
the  prudence  of  Samuel  Holten,  esq.  M.  D.  a  genuine,  deter- 
mined, but  considerate  son  of  liberty,  cooled  and  moderated  the 
temper  of  his  neighbors, 

William  Brattle,  esq.  frequently  an  elected  counsellor  under 
the  charter,  having  given  a  hint   to  the  governor  to  secure  the 
provincial  ammunition,  he  sent  two  companies  of  soldiers  across 
the  river  long  before  day-break,  [Sept.  1.]  who  possessed  them- 
selves of  the  powder  in  the  arsenal  at  Charlestown.     The  news 
circulated  apace,  and  in  the  morning  the  inhabitants  of  the  neigh* 
boring  towns,  to  the  amount  of  several  thousands,  assembled  at 
Cambridge,  m.ostly  in  arms.     They  proceeded  to  the  lieutenant 
governor  Oliver's  house,  and  to  the  house  of  several  of  the  new 
counsellors,  and  of  others  who  they  thought  had  shewn  them- 
selves unfriendly  to  the  province.     Some  of  the  consellorswere 
.«Qbliged  to  resign,  and  io  declare  they  would  no  more  act  under 
what  are  pronounced  the  arbitrary   laws  lately  enacted — It  was 
with  difficulty  that  the  multitude  was  restrained  from  marching 
to  Boston,   there  to  demand  a  delivery  of  the  powder,  and,  in 
case  of  refusal,  to  attack  the  troops.     This  collection  of  people, 
and  the  confusion  necessarily  attending  their  transactions,  gave^ 
rise  to  a  rumor,  tliat  the  fleet  and  troops  were   liring  upon  the 
town  of  Boston,  which   flew  with    amazing   rapidity  through 
Kew-England ;  and  in  less  than  24  hours  after,  there  were  be- 
tween 30  and  40,000  men  in   arms,   some  of  whom  marched 
.  from  20  to  30  miles  toward  Boston  before  they  were  undeceived. 
This  report,  and  the  seizure  of  the  powder,  roused  the  inhabit*, 
ants  in  the   other   colonies  beyond  New-England,  so  that  they 
immediately  began   learning  the  military  exercise.     The  trans- 
action at  Cambridge  produced  such  other  risings  in  the   colony, 
as  obliged  m.ore  of  the  new  council  to  resign  or  to  flee  to  Bos- 
ton ;  whither,  by  the  close  of  the  month,  the  commissioners,  the 
custom-house  officers,  and  all  who  have  made  themselves  par- 
ticularly obnoxious,  by  taking  an  active  and  decided  part  against 
the  country,  repaired  for  protection.     Thus  is  the  seat  ot   gov- 
ernment at  Salem  abandoned,  and  the  apparatus  of  a  custom- 
house removed  to  a  place,  which  an  act  of  parUament  has  pro* 
scribed  from  ail  trade. 

About 
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About  this  time  the  governor's  company  of  cadets,  consisting 
of  Boston  gentlemen,  disbanded  tlicmselves,  and  returned  hini 
the  standard  he  presented  them  upon  his  arrival.  'Mils  siight 
was  owing  to  his  taking  away  the  eomn-iission  from  Mr.  Han- 
cock, who  was  cohjnel  of  the  corps.  But  Mr.  John  Murray,  -jl 
colonel  of  the  militia,  having  accepted  a  seat  m  the  new  coun- 
cil, twenty-four  oliicers  of  his  regiment  resigned  their  commis- 
sions in  one  day.  Such  is  the  prevaihng  spirit,  that  all  persons 
accepting  offices  under  the  new  laws,  or  preparing  to  ajct  in  con- 
formity to  them,  aie  declared  enemies  to  their  countjrv,  and 
threatened  accordingly. 

'I'he  seizing  of  the  powder,  and  the  wlthlnjlding  from  tiie  ]e« 
gal  proprietors  what  is  lodged  in  tlie  magazine  of  Boston,  and 
the  design  carrying  into  execution  of  repairing  and  mannino-  the 
fortifications  at  the  entrance  of  the  town,  have  occasioned  tiie 
holding  an  assembly  of  delegates  from  the  several  towns  ancl 
districts  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  of  which  Boston  is  the  county  ^'^ 
town.  After  a  most  spirited  preaml)le,  they  resolved,  amoni^ 
other  things  [Sept.  9.]  "That  no  obedience  is  due  from  this 
province  to  either  or  any  part  of  the  late  acts,  but  that  they  be 
rejected  as  the  attempts  of  a  wicked  administration  to  enslave 
America — that  so  long  as  the  justices  are  appointed  or  hold  theij 
places  by  any  otiier  tenure  than  that  which,  the  charter  and  the 
laws  of  the  province  direct,  they  must  be  considered  as  uncon- 
stitutional officers,  and  as  such  no  regard  ought  to  be  paid  to 
them  by  the  people  of  this  country— that  if  the  justices  shall  sil 
and  act  during  their  present  disqualified  state,  this  county  will 
bear  harmless  all  sheriffs,  jurors,  and  other  officers,  who  shall  re- 
fuse to  carry  into  execution  the  orders  of  said  courts — that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  collectors  of  taxes  and  all  other  officers  who 
have  public  monies  in  their  hands,  to  retain  the  same,  and  not 
to  make  any  payment  thereof  to  the  provincial  county  treasurer, 
until  the  civil  government  of  the  province  is  placed  upon  a  con- 
stitutional foundation,  or  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered,  by  the 
proposed  provincial  congress — that  the  persons  v^ho  have  ac- 
cepted seats  at  the  council  board,  by  virtue  of  a  mandamus  from, 
the  king,  have  acted  in  a  direct  violation  of  the  duty  they  owe- 
to  their  country  ;  this  county  do  recom.meiid  it  to  all  who  have 
so  highly  offended,  and  have  not  already  resigned,  to  make 
public  resignation,  on  or  before,  the  20111  of  this  instant,  Septem- 
ber ;  all  refusing  so  to  do,  shall,  after  said  day,  be  considered  by 
ibis  county,  as  obstinate  and  incorrigible  enemies  to  this  country 
— that  the  fortifications  begun  and  now  carrying  on  upon  Bos- 
ton Neck,  gives  us  reason  to  apprehend  some  hostile  intentio.i 
a^^inst  that  towu—that  the  late  act  establishing  the  Roman  Caf- 
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tholic  religion  in  Quebec,  Is  dangerous  in  an  extreme  degree  to 
the  Protestant  religion,  and  to  the  civil  rights  and  liberties  of  all 
America — that  whereas  our  enemies  have  tlattered  themselves 
that  they  shall  make  an  easy  prey  of  this  numerous  brave  people, 
from  an  apprehension  that  they  arc  unacquainted  with  military 
discipline ;  we  therefore,  for  the  honor  and  security  of  this 
county  and  province,  advise,  that  such  persons  be  elected  in  each 
town  as  officers  in  the  militia,  as  shall  be  judged  of  sufficient  ca- 
pacity, and  who  have  evidenced  themselves  the  invincible  friends 
to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  that  the  inhabitants  do  use  their 
utmost  d'ihgence  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  art  of  war,  and 
do  for  that  purpose  appear  under  arms  at  least  once  every  week 
' — that  during  the  present  hostile  appearances  on  the  part  of 
Britain,  we  are  determined  to  act  merely  upon  the  defensive  so 
long  as  such  conduct  may  be  vindicated  by  reason  and  the  princi- 
ples of  self-preservation,  but  no  longer — that  as  we  understand 
It  has  been  in  contemplation  to  apprehend  sundry  persons  of  this 
county,  vre  do  recommend,  should  such  measure  be  put  in  prac- 
tice, to  seize  and  keep  every  servant  of  the  present  government 
throughout  the  province,  until  the  persons  so  apprehended  be 
restored  uninjured — that  we  recommend  to  all  persons,  not  to 
engage  in  any  routs,  riots,  or  licentious  attacks  upon  the  pro- 
perties of  any  person  w*hatsoever,  as  being  subversive  of  ail  or- 
der and  government ;  but  by  a  steady,  manly,  uniform,  and  per- 
severing opposition,  to  convince  our  enemies,  that  in  a  contest 
so  important,  in  a  cause  so  solemn,  our  conduct  shall  be  such 
as  to  merit  the  approbation  of  the  wise,  and  the  admiration  of 
the  brave  and  free  of  every  age  and  of  every  country."  They 
then  drew  up  an  address  to  the  governor,  and  voted  that  doctor 
Joseph  JVurreti  (a  physician,  an  amiable  gentleman,  who  wishes 
for  a  reconciliation  between  the  colonies  and  the  parent  state, 
■upon  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  aims  not  at  independency) 
with  others,  be  a  Qommittee  to  wait  on  his  excellency,  to  inform 
him  how  the  country  is  alarmed,  and  to  remonstrate  against  the 
fortitications  making  on  the  Neck,  and  the  repeated  insults  of- 
fered by  the  soldiery  to  persons  passing  and  re-passing  into  Bos- 
ton, and  to  confer  with  him  on  those  subjects.  The  governor 
was  waited  upon  to  know  if  he  would  receive  the  committee  with 
the  address ;  but  desiring  a  private  copy  of  it,  that  when  he  re- 
ceived them  he  might  be  ready  with  a  prepared  answer,  he  was 
furnished  with  it,  and  afterwards  fixed  on  Monday  the  12th  for 
receiving  the  committee.  The  doings  of  the  county  dclegateSj 
9nd  a  copy  of  the  address  to  the  governor  have  been  sent  off  by 
express  to  the  general  congress,  now  met  at  Philadelphia.  On 
the  Monday,  when  the  committee  h^d  delivered  the  address  of 

the 
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the  county,  he  answered  to  it,  "I  have  no  intention  to  prevent 
the  free  egress  and  regress  oF  any  person  to  and  from  the  town 
of  Boston.  I  shall  sutler  none  under  my  command  to  injure  the 
person  or  property  of  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects  ;  but  it  is  my 
■duty  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  to  prevent  surprise;  and  no  use 
will  be  made  of  the  cannon,  unless  the  hostile  proceedings  of  the 
people  shall  render  it  necessary."  The  patriots  are  waiting  earn- 
estly for  the  opinion  of  congress  on  the  Suffolk  resolves,  in 
hopes  that  they  will  be  approved  of;  a!id  if  so,  they  will  go  on 
with  greater  resolution  and  courage  ;  fur  they  will  consider  such 
approbation  as  a  declaration  that  the  colony  will  be  supported 
by  congress,  in  case  hostilities  are  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  its  liberties,  and  is  also  justiiiable  in  arming  and  training  the 
militia. 

Mr.  Quincy  is  upon  the  point  of  sailing  for  Britain,  at  the  re- 
quest of  several  co-patriots.  Be  so  obliging  as  to  pay  a  proper 
attention  to  him  ;  you  will  be  pleased  at  finding  him  so  intelli- 
gent a  gentleman,  and  may  rely  upon  his  information.  Shall 
keep  the  letter  open,  that  if  the  sense  of  congress  is  received 
time  enough,  it  may  be  forwarded. 

P.  S.  The  sons  of  liberty  are  in  high  spirits.  The  Suffolk 
resolves  were  before  congress  on  Saturday  morning,  the  17th, 
and  were  considered  ;  after  which  it  was  resolved  unanimously^ 
*'  That  this  assembly  deeply  feels  the  suffering  of  their  country- 
men in  the  Massachusetts  Bai/,  under  the  operation  of  the  late 
unjust,  cruel,  and  oppressive  acts  of  the  British  parliament — • 
that  they  m.ost  thoroughly  approve  the  wisdom  and  fortitude 
with  which  opposition  to  these  wdeked  ministerial  measures  has 
hitherto  been  conducted,  and  they  earnestly  recommend  to  their 
brethren,  a  perseverance  in  the  same  firm  and  temperate  con- 
duct, as  expressed  in  the  resolutions  determined  upon  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  delegates  for  the  county  of  Suffolk^  on  Tuesday  the 
6th  instant  (that  was  the  day  of  their  first  meeting,  but  they  did 
not  finish  till  the  9th)  trusting  that  the  effect  of  the  united  ef-. 
forts  of  North- America  in  their  behalf,  will  carry  such  convic- 
tion to  the  British  nation,  of  the  un'.vise,  unjust,  and  ruinous 
policy  of  the  present  administration,  as  quickly  to  introduce  bet- 
ter men  and  wiser  measures. — ''  Resol'jed  wianiniouslj/y  That 
contributions  from  all  the  colonies,  for  supplying  the  necessities 
and  alleviating  the  distresses  of  our  brethren  ai  Boston,  ought 
to  be  continued,  in  such  manner,  and  so  long  as  their  occasions 
may  require."     Mr,  Quincy  sails  to-day. 
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LETTER        X. 

Iioxhurif.,  February  3,  1775'. 

THE  measures  pursued  by  the  British  niinistr^^,  for  subjects 
ing  America  to  parliamentary  authority  in  aij  cases  what^ 
ever,  have  united  the  twelve  colonies,  from  Nevvr-Hampshire  to 
South-Carolina,  inclusively,. into  a  compact  body.  Many  on  the; 
side  of  government  iiattored  themselves  that  the  event  would  ne- 
ver exis't.  I'hey  had  no  small  ground  for  it,  considering  that  se- 
veral of  the  colonies  clash  in  their  particular  interests  ;  have  been 
frequently  quarrenng  about  boundaries  and  other  matters  ;  dif^ 
fer  greatly  in  manners,  customs,  religion  and  constitutions  ;  and 
have  local  prejudices,  jealousies,  and  aversions.  But  they  have 
been  press^^d  by  a  common  danger-,  threatening  the  most  valua- 
ble riguts  of  each  individual  province,  so  that  they  have  all 
elected  delegates  ta  meet  in  a  general  eongress,  to  consult  iii 
what  way  to  obtain  a  rearess  of  grievances^  an-d  ward  oif  the 
iinpending  ruin.  The  muiisteriai  influence  in  New-York  has: 
not  prevailed,  as  was  expected,  to  keep  that  colony  from  joiiiJ. 
ing  the  others.  Great  dependance  was  had  upon  their  monied 
men  ;  but  the  cause  of  liberty  was  too  popular,  and  the  num- 
bers that  espoused  it  too  many  and  too  independent,  either  t^ 
be  bribed  or  overawed. 

[Sept.  5.]  The  delegates  being  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  froni 
all  tiie  colonics  except  North-Carolina,  they  met  in  general  con- 
gress, and  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  president,  when  Peyton 
Randolph^  esq.  was  unanimously  elected,  and  Mr.  Charles  Thom- 
son v/as  unanimously  chosen  secretary.  They  resolved,  that  *^iit 
Geiermining  questions,  each  colony  shall  have  one  vote."  Before- 
they  engagedinany  special  business,  the  North-Carohna delegates 
jomed  tncm.  The  number  of  the  whole,  v/hen  together,  is  fif- 
ty-two beside  the  president.  The  first  important  service  where- 
in they  engaged,  you  have  had  an  account  of  in  the  preceding 
postscript.  In  their  subsequent  resolutions  [Oct.  8.]  they  decla- 
red, "  Thatif  the  late  acts  of  parhament  shall  be  attempted  to  be 
carried  into  execution  by  force,  in  such  case  all  America  ought 
to  support  the  inhabitants  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  their  op- 
position— that  if  it  be  found  absolutely  necessary  to  remove  the 
people  of  Boi^ton  into  tlie  country,  all  America  ought  to  contri-^ 
butc  toward  recompensing  them  for  the  injury  they  may  thereby 
sust"iin — and  that  every  person  who  shall  accept,  or  act  under 
itiiy  commission  ur  authority  derive^  ^^'^'^^  ^^^  act  of  parliamient. 
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changinc";  tlic  form  of  govcmmcnt  and  violatlni^  the  charier^ 
ought  to  be  hcM  in  detestation.  'I'hey  have  written  a  letter  to> 
general  Gag>:  [Oct.  10.]  in  whiclithey  express  the  deepest  con*.- 
cern  at  his  proceeding  in  a  manner  that  bore  so  hoscijc  an  ap- 
pearance, and  which  even  the  oppressive  acts  of  parliament  did 
not  warrant.  They  represent  the  tendency  this' conduct  must- 
have  to  irritate  and  force  the  people,  hitherto  well  disj)oscd  to 
peaceable  measures,  into  hostilities,  which  may  prevent  tlie  en- 
deavors of  congress  to  restore  a  good  understanding  with  the 
parent  state,  and  may  involve  us  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war. 
They  express  their  hope,  that-  the  general,  to  (juiet  the  miiids 
of  tho  people,  will  discontinue  the  fortifications  in  and  about- 
Boston,  prevent  any  further  invasions  of  private  property,  re- 
strain the  irregularities  of  the  soldiers,  and  give  orders  that  the' 
communication  between  the  town  and  country  may  be  open,, 
unmolested,  and  free, 

'i'he  general  in  his  answer,  said  "No  troops  have  given  less- 
cause  for  complaint,  and  greater  care  was  never  taken  to  pre- 
vent it ;  and  sucii  care  and  attention  was  never  more  necessary 
ixon\  the  insults  and  provocations  daily  given  to  both  officers  and 
soldiers.  The  communication  between  the  town  and  country 
lias  been  ahvays  free  and  unmolested,  and  is  so  still."  'i\\i9, 
assertion  may  appear  perfectly  just  to  a  military  gentkman ;  but. 
may  be  otherwise  thought  of  by  one  in  a  civil  department,  who 
means  that  the  entrance  into  a  town  should  have  neither  guard5?> 
nor  sentinels,  either  to  stop  or  challenge  passengers,  whether 
by  night  or  by  day.  The  general  intimated,  that  the  hostile 
preparations  throughout  the  country,  and  the  menaces  of  blood 
and  slaughter,  made  it  his  duty  to  fortify  the- Neck.  He  con- 
cluded with — "  1  ardently  wish,  that  the  common  enemies  to 
both  countries  may  see,  to  their  disappointment^  that  these  dis-^ 
putes  betwen  the  mother  country  and  the  colonies,  have  termin- 
ated like  the  quarrels  of  lovers,  and  increased  the  affection 
which  they  ought  to  bear  to  e:.cch  otlier." 

'I'he  congress  have  also  madea  declaration  of  right^v  (contained 
within  a  number  of  resolves)  to  v^hiehthev  say  tiie  EugUsk  co- 
lonies of  North-America  are  entitled  by  the  immutable  laws  of- 
nature,,  the  principles  of  the  English  constitution,  and  their  seve- 
ral charters  or  compacts.  In  the  lirst  of  these  are  life,  liberty,  and 
property,  aright  to  the  disposal  of  any  of  which,  without  their 
consent,  they  have  never  ceded  to  any  sovereign  power  whatever, 
lliey  mention,  that  their  ancestors,'at  the  time  of  their  emigra- 
tion, were  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  liberties,  and  immunities  of. 
free  and  natural  born  subjects  within  the  realm  of  England  ; 
and  thai  by  such  emi^radou  they  by,  no  means  forfeiicd,  surren-^ 
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dered  or  lost  any  of  those  rights  ;  but  that  they  were,  and  their 
descendants  now  are,  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  ail  such  of  them 
as  their  local  and  other  circumstances  enabled  them  to  exercise. 
They  then  state,  that  the  foundation  of  English  liberty,  and  of 
all  free  government,  is  a  right  in  the  people  to  participate  in 
their  legislative  council ;  and  proceed  to  show,  that  as  the  colo- 
nists are  not,  and  from  various  causes,  cannot  be  represented  in 
the  British  parliament,  they  are  entitled  to  a  free  and  exclusive 
power  of  legislation  in  their  several  provincial  legislatures,  where 
their  right  of  representation  can  alone  be  preserved,  in  all  cases 
of  taxation  and  internal  policy,  subject  only  to  the  negative  of 
their  sovereign,  in  such  manner  as  had  heretofore  been  used. 

To  qualify  the  extent  of  this  paragraph,  which  may  seem  to 
leave  no  means  of  parliamentary  interference,  for  holding  the 
colonies  to  the  mother  country,  they  declare,  that  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  and  a  regard  to  the  mutual  interests  of  both 
countries,  they  cheerfully  consent  to  the  operation  of  such  acts 
of  the  British  parliam.ent  as  are,  bona  fide,  restrained  to  the  re- 
gulation of  their  external  commerce,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  commercial  advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the  m^other 
country,  excluding  every  idea  of  taxation,  either  internal  or  ex- 
ternal, for  raising  a  revenue  on  the  subjects  in  America,  v/ith- 
out  their  consent. 

They  resolved,  "  That  the  respective  colonies  are  entitled  to 
the  common  law  of  England,  and  more  especially  to  the  great 
and  estimable  privilege  of  being  tried  by  their  peers  of  the  vici- 
nage ;  to  the  benefit  of  such  of  the  English  statutes  as  existed 
in  the  tim.e  of  their  colonization,  and  which  they  have  found  to 
be  applicable  to  their  several  and  other  local  circumstances ; 
and  to  all  the  immunities  and  privileges  granted  and  confirmed^ 
to  them  by  royal  charters,  or  secured  by  their  several  codes  of 
provincial  laws — that  they  have  a  right  to  assemble  peaceably, 
consider  of  their  grievances,  and  petiuon  the  king  ;  and  that  all 
prosecutions,  prohibitory  proclamations,  and  commitments  for 
the  same,  are  illegal— that  the  keeping  a  standing  army  in  these 
colonies,  in  times  of  peace,  without  the  consent  of^  the  legi- 
slature of  that  colony  in  w^hich  such  army  is  kept,  is  against 
law— that  it  is  rendered  essential  to  good  government,  by  the 
English  constitution,  that  the  constituent  branches  of  the  legi- 
slature be  independent  of  each  otlier ;  that  therefore  the  exer- 
cise of  legislative  power,  by  a  council  appointed,  during  plea- 
sure, by  the  crown,  is  unconstitutional,  and  destructive  to  the 
freedom  of  American  legislation." 

They  proceeded  to  claim,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  consti- 
tuentSj  and  to  insist  ou the  foregoing  articles,  as  their  indisputa- 
ble 
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ble  rights  and  liberties,  wliich  cannot  be  legally  taken  froni 
them,  altered,  or  abridged,  by  any  power  wluitevcr,  without  their 
own  consent,  by  their  representatives  in  their  several  provincial 
legislatures.  They  then  resolved  concerning  eleven  acts  of  par- 
liament, or  parts  of  acts,  passed  in  the  present  reign,  that 
**  they  arc  infringements  and  violations  of  the  foregoing  rights, 
and  that  the  repeal  of  them  is  essentially  necessary,  in  order  to 
restore  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and  the  American  colo- 
nies." Among  these  is  the  Quebec  bill,  which  is  termed  "an 
act  for  establishing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  the  province 
of  Quebec,  abolishing  the  c{iuitable  system  of  English  laws,  and 
erecting  a  tyranny  there,  to  the  great  danger  (from  so  total  a 
dissimilarity  of  religion,  knv  and  government)  of  the  neighbor- 
ing British  colonies,  by  the  assistance  of  whose  blood  and  trea- 
sure, the  said  country  was  coniiuered  from  France." 

After  specifying  their  rights,  and  enumerating  their  griev- 
ances, they  nciention,  that  in  hopes  of  being  restored  to  that 
state  in  wdiich  both  countries  formerly  found  happiness  and 
prosperity,  they  have  for  the  present  only  resolved  to  pursue 
the  following  peaceable  mea,sures,  viz.  to  enter  into  a  non-im- 
portation, non-consumption,  and  non-exportation  agreement; 
and  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain,  a  me- 
morial to  the  inhabitants  of  British  America,  and  a  loyal  address 
to  his  majesty. 

By  the  association  they  have  bound  themselves,  and  intentionally 
their  constituents  to  a  strict  observance  of  fourteen  articles.  They 
have  agreed  by  the  second,  that  after  the  first  day  of  December 
next,  they  will  wholly  discontinue  the  slave  trade,  and  will  nei- 
ther hire  their  vessels  nor  sell  their  commodities  to  those  who 
are  concerned  in  it — by  the  third,  that  from  that  day,  they  v/ili 
not  purchase  or  use  any  tea  imported  on  account  of  the  East- 
India  Company,  or  any  on  which  a  duty  hath  been  or  shall  be 
paid ;  and  from  and  after  the  first  of  March  next,  they  v/ill  not  pur- 
chase or  use  any  East-India  tea  w^hatever,  nor  any  of  those  goods- 
they  have  agreed  not  to  import,  which  they  shall  have  cause  to 
suspect  were  imported  after  the  first  of  December,  except  such  as 
come  under  the  directions  afterward  mentioned — by  the  fourth^ 
that  the  non-exportation  agreement  shall  be  suspended  to  tlie 
tenth  of  September,  1775,  after  wiricli,  if  the  acts  objected  to> 
are  not  repealed,  tliey  will  not,  directly  nor  indirectly,  export  any 
commodity  whatsoever,  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Vv^est- 
Indies,  except  rice  to  Europe — by  the  fifth,  ihat  they  will  ne- 
ver more  have  any  commercial  intercourse  with  any  British  mer- 
chants, who  may  ship  goods  in  violation  of,  and  with  a  view  of 
brcaldng  the  association — by  the  eighth,  tliat  they  will  encou- 
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rage  frugality,  oeconomy,  and  industry,  promote  agriculture^ 
arts,  and  manufactures,  discourage  every  species  of  extravagance 
and  dissipation,  and  will  wear  no  other  mourning  than  a  piece 
of  crape  or  ribbon — by  the  fourteenth  and  last,  that  they  will 
have  no  trade,  dealings,  or  intercourse  whatsover,  with  any 
North-American  colony  or  province,  ttiat  shall  not  accede  to,  of 
that  shall  hereafter  violate  the  association  ;  but  will  hold  them 
SIS  inimical  to  their  country.  This  association,  which  is  to  con- 
tinue in  force  till  the  above  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  wherein  they 
relate  to  the  colonies,  are  repealed,  has  been  signed  [Oct.  24.], 
by  all  the  members  of  congress. 

In  their  address  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain,  the  congress 
pay  the  highest  praise  to  the  noble  and  generous  virtues  of  their 
and  our  common  ancestors,  but  in  away  which  rather  reproacnes 
you  with  a  shameful  degeneracy.  1  hey  tell  you  not  to  be  sur- 
prised that  they,  who  are  descended  from  the  same  common  an- 
cestors, should  refuse  to  surrender  their  liberties  and  the  consti« 
tution  you  so  justly  boast  of,  to  men  who  found  their  claims  on 
no  principles  ot  reason,  and  who  prosecute  them  with  a  design^ 
that  by  having  ouj^  lives  and  property  in  their  power,  they  may 
with  the  greater  facility  enslave  i/ou.  T  hey  complain  of  being, 
oppressed,  abused,  and  misrepresented,  so  that  it  is  become  a  duty 
to  themselves  and  their  posterity,  and  to  the  general  welfare  of 
the  British  empire,  to  address  you  on  this  very  important  subject.., 
They  call  upon  you  yourselves,  to  witness  to  their  loyalty  and 
attachments  to  the  common  Interest  of  the  whole  empire ;  to- 
their  eiforts  in  the  last  war  ;  and  to  your  own  acknowledgment 
of  their  zeal,  and  your  even  reimbursing  them  large  sums  of  iPiO- 
ney,  which  you  confessed  they  had  advanced  beyond  their  pro- 
portion, and  far  beyond  their  abilities.  They  proceed  to  state 
and  examine  the  measures  and  the  several  acts  of  parliament,  which 
they  consider  as  hostile  to  America,  and  represent  the  probable 
consequences  to  your  country  should  ministry  be  able  to  carry  the 
point  of  taxation,  and  reduce  the  colonies  to  a  state  of  perfect 
slavery.  I'hey  ing,eniously  endeavor  to  render  theirs  a  cause, 
common  to  both  countries,  by  showing  that  such  success  might, 
in  the  end,  be  as  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  Britain  as  to  those  of 
America.  "Take  care  (say  they)  that  you  do  not  fall  into  the 
pit  preparing  for  us."  After  denying  the  several  charges  of  be- 
ing seditious,  impatient  of  government,  and  desirous  of  independ- 
ency, which  they  assert  to  be  calumnies,  they  declare,  that  if 
neither  the  voice  of  justice,  the  dictates  of  the  law,  the  princi- 
ples ot  the  constitution,  nor  the  suggestions  of  humanity,  can  re- 
strain your  hands  from  shedding  of  human  blood  in  such  an  im- 
pious cause,  they  must  tell  you,  "  'i'hat  they  never  will  submit 
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to  be  liewcis  of  wood,  or  drawers  of  water  for  any  minlsliy  or 
nation  in  the  world."  They  afterward  make  a  pioposal,  whiek 
if  duly  attended  to,  may  afford  a  favorable  basis  for  neg(>eiatior> 
— "  Place  us  in  the  same  situation  that  we  were  in  at  ilie  close 
of  the  last  war,  and  our  former  harmony  will  be  rebt(jrod." 
The  same  truth  was  transmitted  to  some  of  the  ministry,  by  the 
late  reverend  Mr.  IVhitcfield,  before  his  death,  in  1770,  atNew- 
buryport,  in  nearly  the  following  words,  ''Would  you  have 
peace  and  harmony  restored  through  the  colonies,  you  must  at- 
tend to  the  military  phrase,  right  ahouty  as  you  were.'*  'J'hc 
like  sentiment  was  confirmed  by  a  subsequent  letter  from  ano- 
ther quarter,  after  a  designed  conference  upon  the  subject  with 
yyioinas  Cushuig  and  Scnnud  ^Jdinns,  tjsqrs.  of  Boston,  and 
Thomas  lAjncli,  es(j.  v^f  Sotitli-Carolina.  The  congress  conclude 
their  address  by  expressing  the  utmost  regret  at  their  being  com- 
pelled by  tlie  over-ruling  principles  of  self-preservatioii,  to  a- 
dopt  measures  detrimental  to  numbers  of  their- feilow-subjects- 
in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  suspension  of  their  import- 
ations from  both  these  kingdoms.  They  finally  rest  their  liopcr 
of  a  restoration  of  that  liarmony,  fiicndship,  and  fraternal  af- 
fection between  all  the  inhabitants  of  his  majesty's  kingdoms  and 
territories,  so  ardently  wished  for  by  every  true  and  honest 
American,  upon  the  magnanimity  and  justice  of  the  British  na- 
tion, in  furnishing  a  parliament  of  such  wisdom,  independence, 
and  public  spirit  as  may  save  the  violated  rights  of  the  whole 
empire,  from  the  devices  of  v/icked  minister-s  and  evil  coun- 
sellors, whether  in  or  out  of  office. 

Congress,  in  their  memorial  to  the  inhabitants  of  British  Ame- 
rica, inform  the  colonies,  that  they  have  diligently,  deliberately, 
and  calmly,  enquired  into  all  the-  measures  which  have  excited  the 
present  disturbances  ;  and  that  upon  the  whole  they  find  them- 
selves reduced  to  the  disagreeable  alternative  of  being  silent,  or 
betraying  the  innocent,  or  of  speaking  out,  and  censuring  those 
they  wish  to  revere.  They  prefer  the  course  dictated  by  hones- 
ty, and  a  regard  for  the  welfare  of  their  country.  After  stating; 
and  examining  theseveral  laws  which  have  been  passed,  and  the 
measures  which  have  been  pursued  with  respect  to  America,  since 
the  conclusion  of  the  late  war  to  the  present  period,  they  enquire 
into  the  motives  for  the  particular  hostility  against  the  town  of 
Boston  and  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  ;  though  the  behavior 
of  the  people  in  other  colonies,  has  been  in  cijual  opposition 
to  the  power  assumed  by  parliament ;  notwithstanding  which  no 
step  had  been  taken  against  any  of  them  by  government.  This 
they  represent  as  an  artful  systematic  line  ot  conduct,  concealing^ 
several  dcsi^jns^  adding^  "  It  is  expected  that  the  province  ofth^ 
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Massachusetts  Bay  will  be  Irritated  into  some  violent  action  that 
may  displease  the  rest  of  the  continent,  or  that  may  induce  the 
people  of  Great-Britain  to  approve  the  meditated  vengeance  of 
an  imprudent  and  exasperated  ministry.  If  the  unexampled  pa- 
cific temper  of  that  province  shall  disappoint  this  part  of  the 
plan,  it  is  hoped  the  other  colonies  will  be  so  far  intimidated  as 
to  desert  their  brethren  suffering  in  a  common  cause,  and  that 
thus  disunited,  all  may  be  subdued."  They  proceed  to  state 
the  importance  of  the  trust  which  has  been  reposed  in  them,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  it ;  and  deeply  de- 
plore the  necessity  which  pressed  them  to  an  immediate  inter- 
ruption of  commerce,  and  apologize  with  saying,  "  We  are  dri- 
ven by  the  hands  of  violence  into  unexperienced  and  unexpect- 
ed public  convulsions,  and  are  contending  for  freedom  so  often 
contended  for  by  our  ancestors."  *'  The  people  of  England," 
say  they,  "  w^ill  50on  have  an  opportunity  of  declaring  their  sen- 
timents concerning  our  cause.  In  their  piety,  generosity,  and 
good  sense,  we  repose  high  confidence,  and  cannot  upon  a  re- 
view of  past  events,  be  persuaded  that  t/uy,  the  defenders  of 
true  religion,  and  the  assertors  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  will  take 
part  against  their  affectionate  protestant  brethren  in  the  colonies, 
in  favor  of  our  open  and  their  own  secret  enemies,  v/hose  in- 
trigues for  several  years  past  have  been  wholly  exercised  in  sap- 
ping the  foundations  of  civil  and  religious  liberty."  Toward  the 
close,  they  have  these  words,  ''  We  think  ourselves  bound  ia 
duty  to  observe  to  you,  that  the  schemes  agitated  against  these 
colonies  have  been  so  conducted,  as  to  render  it  prudent  that 
you  should  extend  your  views  to  the  most  unhappy  events,  and 
be  in  all  respects  prepared  for  every  contingency." 

The  address  of  congress  to  his  majesty,  is  clothed  in  the  habit 
of  an  humble  petition,  wherein  they  beg  leave  to  lay  their  griev- 
ances before  the  throne.  After  an  enumeration  of  them,  they 
implore  his  clemency  for  protection  against  them  ;  and  impute 
all  their  distresses,  dangers,  and  fears,  to  the  destructive  system 
of  colony  administration  adopted  since  the  conclusion  of  the  last 
war.  They  express  their  apprehension,  that  as  his  majesty  enjoys 
the  signal  distinction  of  reigning  over  freemen,  the  language  of 
freemen  cannot  be  displeasing ;  adding,  ^'  Your  royal  indignati- 
on, v/e  hope,  will  rather  fall  on  those  designing  and  dangerous 
men,  who,  daringly  interposing  themselves  between  your  royal 
person  and  your  faithful  subjects,  and  for  several  years  past  in- 
cessantly employed  to  dissolve  the  bonds  of  society,  by  abusing 
your  majesty's  authority,  misrepresenting  your  American  subjects 
and  prosecuting  the  most  desperate  and  irritating  projects  of  op- 
pression, have  at  length  compelled  us,  by  the  force  of  accumula- 
ted 
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ted    injuries,   too   severe   to  be  any  longer  tolerable,  to  disturb 
your  majesty's  repose  by  our  complaints."     TJicy   beg  leave*  to 
assure  his  majesty,  that  in  regard  co  defraying  the  charge  of  the 
administration  of  justice  and  the  support  of  civil  government, 
such  provision  has  been  and  will  be  made,  as  has  been  and  shall 
be  judged,  by  the   legislature  of  the  several  colonies,  just  and 
Jruitable  to  their  respective  circumstances;    and  that  for  t!ie  de- 
fence, protection  and  security  of  the  colonies,  their  militias,  if 
properly  regulated  as  they  earnestly  desire  may  be  immediately 
done,  would  be  suflicient,  at  least  in  times  of  peace  ;  and  in  case 
of  war  his  faithtul  colonists  will    be  ready  and  willing,  as  they 
ever  have  been  when  constitutionally  required,   to  demonstrate 
their  loyalty,  by  exerting  their  most  strenuous  efforts  in  granting 
supplies  and  raising  forces.    They  say,  *'  We  ask  bjit  for  peace> 
liberty  and  safety.   We  wish  not  a  diminution  of  the  prerogative, 
nor  do  we  solicit  the  grant  of  any  new  right  in  our  tavor.    Your 
royal  authority  over  us,  and  our  connection  with  Great-Britain, 
we  shall  always  carefully  and  zealously  endeavor  to  support  and 
maintain." — *'  We  present  this  petition  only  to  obtain  redress 
of  grievances  and  relief  from  fears  and  jealousies,  occasioned  by 
the  system  of  statutes  and  regulations  adopted  since  tlie  close  of 
the  late  war,  by  the  abolition  of  which  system,  the  harmony  be- 
tween Great-Britain  and  these  colonies,  will  be  immediately  re- 
stored.    In  the  magnanimity  and  justice    of  your  majesty  and 
parliament  we  contide  fwr  a  redress  of  our  other  grievances,  trust- 
ing, that  when  the  causesof  our  apprehensions  are  removed,  our 
future  conduct  will  prove   us  not  unworthy  of  the  regard,  we 
have  been  accustomed  in  our  happier  days  to  enjoy.     For,  ap^ 
pealing  to  that  Being  who  searches  thoroughly  the  hearts  of  liis. 
creatures,  we  solemnly  profess,  that  our  councils  have  been  in- 
fluenced by  no  other  motive,  than  a  dread  of  impending  destruc^ 
tion."     They  implore  his  majesty  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
as  the  loving  father  of  his  people,  connected  by  the  same  bands 
of  law,  loyalty,  faith  and  blood,  not  to   suffer  the   transcendant 
relation,  formed  by  these  ties  to  be  further  violated,  in  uncertain 
expectation  of  effects,  that  if  attained,   can  never  compensate 
for  the  calamities  through  which  they  must  be  gained.     They 
most  earnestly  beseech  him,    that  his  royal  authority  and  inter^ 
position   may  be  used  for  their  relief ;   and  that  a  gracious  ans- 
wer may  be  given  to  their  petition.     The  close  is  a  prayer,  that 
his  majesty  may  enjoy  every  felicity  through  along  and  glorious 
reign,  and  that  liis  descendants  may  inherit  his  prosperity  and 
dominions  till  time  shall  be  no  more. 

The  congress,  a  week  after  resolving  upon  the  association,  an 
address  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain,  a  memorial  to  the  inha- 

VoL,  L  L  i  bituats 


•^S^  Th£    history    of   the  {J.  J3,  n74, 

bitants  ofthe  colonies,  and  an  address  to  his  majesty,  further  re- 
solved, ''  That  an  address  be  prepared  to  the  people  of  Quebec, 
and  letters  to  the  colonies  of  St.  John's,  Nova-Scotia,  Georgia,.. 
East  and  West  Florida,  who  have  not  deputies  to  represent  thent. 
in  this  congress." 

Their  address  to  the  French  inhabitants  in  Canada,  discovers 
the  most  dexterous  management,  and  the  most  able  method  of 
application  to  the  temper  and  passions  of  the  parties,  whom  they 
endeavor  to  gain.  They  state  the  right  they  had,  upon  becom.-^ 
mg  English  subjects,  to  the  inestimable  benetits  of  the  Enghsh 
constitution;  and  that' this  right  was  further  confirmed  by  the 
royal  proclamation  in  1763,  plighting  the  public  faith  for  their 
full  enjoyment  of  those  advantages.  They  impute  to  succeeding 
ministers  an  audacious  and  cruel  abuse  of  the  royal  authority,  in 
withholding  from  them  the  fruition  of  the  irrevocable  rights,  to 
which  they  were  thus  justly  entitled.  They  undertake  to  explaiir 
to  them,  some  ofthe  most  important  branches  of  tliat  form  of 
government  from  which  they  are  debarred  ;  and  in  so  doing,, 
quote  passages  from  their  countryman  Montesquieu,  whom  they^ 
artfully  adopt  as  a  judge  and  an  irrefragable  authority  upon  this- 
occasion.  They  then  proceed  to  specify  and  explain,  under  se- 
veral distinct  heads,  the  principal  rights  to  which  the  people  arc 
entitled  by  the  English  constitution  ;  and  these  rights  they  ivuly 
say,  defend  the  poor  from  the  rich,  the  weak  from  the  power- 
ful, the  industrious  from  the  rapacious,  the  peaceable  from  the 
violent,  the  tenants  from  the  lords,  and  all  from  their  superiors. 

They  attempt  pointing  out  numberless  deformities  in  the  Que- 
bec bill,  and  placing  them  in  those  points  of  view  which  shouid- 
render  it  odious  to  mankind.  They  renew  their  applications  ta 
the  passions  and  partiality  o-f  the  Canadians  ;  and  at  length  in^ 
troduce  Montesquieu  as  addressing  them  thus  :  "  Seize  the  op- 
portunity presented  to  you  by  Providence  itself  You  are  a  small 
people  compared  with  those  \irho  with  open  arms  invite  youinta- 
2,  fellowship\  A  moment's  reflection  should  convince  you, 
w^hich  will  be  most  for  your  interest  and  happiness,  to  have  all' 
the  rest  of  North-America  your  unaltcrab-le  friends,  or  your  in- 
veterate enemies. .  Your  province  is  the  only  link  vfanting  to 
complete  the  bright  and  strong  chain  of  union.  Nature  haa 
joined  your  country  to  theirs.  Do  you  join  your  political  inte- 
rests. The  value  and  extent  ofthe  advantages  tendered  to  you 
are  immense.  Heaven  grant  that  you  may  discover  them  to  be 
blessings  after  they  have  bid  you  an  eternal  adieu."  They  en- 
deavor to  obviate  the  jealousies  and  prejudices  which  might  arise 
fi'om  the  difference  of  their  religious  principles,  by  instancing 
tihccas^  of  th$  S>Yis$  Caat^aSj  vyIiqsc  vmivn  is.  composed  of  Ro^ 
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man  Catholic  and  Protestant  states,  living  in  the  utmost  concord 
and  peace  with  one  anotlier,  and  thereby  enabled  to  defy  and 
df^feat  every  tyrant  that  had  invaded  them.  The  congress,  upon, 
this  article,  appear  to  have  winked  out  of  sight  their  complaint 
about  eatablishing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  Quebec,  and 
lo  expect  that  it  would  he  unknown  to  the  Canadians,  or  give 
them  no  umbrage.  They  declare,,  that  they  do  not  ask  them  to 
commence  hostilities  against  the  government  of  their  common 
sovereign,  but  only  invite  them  to  consult  their  own  glory  and 
welfare,  and  to  unite  with  them  in  ^^nc  social  com|)act.  Thc^ 
conclude  -by  informing  them,  that  the  congress  had,  with  uni- 
versal pleas-uro,  and  an  unanimous  vote,  resolved,  'I'hat  they 
should  consider  the  violation  of  their  rights,  by  the  act  for  alter- 
ing.the  government  of  their  province,  as  a  violation  of  their 
own  ;  and  that  they,  should  be  invited  to  accede  to  their  confe- 
deration. 

Before  this  address  was  perfected  and  signed,  congress  rcsolv* 
cd,  [Oct.  21.]  "'.Hiat  the  seizing,  or  attempting  to  seize  an/ 
person  in  America,  in  order  to  transport  such  person  beyond  the 
sea,  for  trial  of  offences  committed  in  America,  being  against 
law,  will  justify  and  ought  to  meet  with  resistance  and  reprisal." 
They  have  also  agreed,  that  another  congress  shall  be  held  on 
the  tenth  day  of  jVlay  next,  unless  the  redress  of  grievances  be 
obtained  before  that  tim.e. 

The-  general  congress  having  finished  their  deliberations,  dis- 
solved-themselves  [Oct.  26.]  .fhe  impartial  world  will  go  near 
to  acknowledge,  that  the  petitions  and  addresses  from  the  con-* 
gress  have  been  executed  with  uncommon  energy,  skill,  and  a- 
bility  ;  and  that  abstractedly  considered,  in  respect  to  vigor  of 
mind,  strength  of  sentiment,  and  patriotic  language,  they  would 
not  disgrace  any  assembly  whatsoever.  The  studied  attention 
that  congress  have  paid  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  its  distress- 
ed capital,  w41l  both  console  and  invigorate  the  inhabitants.  Ma-- 
ny,  however,  of  the  congressional  acts  were  neither  cartTied  una- 
nimously, nor  without  much  debate.  Mr.  Galloway,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Mr.  Duane,  of  New- York,  inclined  to  the  side  of 
ministry,  'i'he  former  became  a  member  at  the  earnest  solicit- 
ation of  the  assembly,  and  refused  compliance  till  they  had  giv- 
en Him  instructions  agreeable  to  his  own  mind,  as  the  rule  of  his 
conduct.  These  instructions  thcv  suffered  him  to  draw  up  :  they 
were  briefly  to  state  the  rights  and  the  grievances  of  America, 
and  to  propose  a  plan  of  amicable  accommodation  of  the  differ- 
ences between  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies,  and  of  a  perpet- 
ual union.  September  the  twenty-ciglith  a  plan  was  proposed 
by  him,  which  w;is  debated  a  whole  day,  when  the  question  was 
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carried,  six  colonics  to  five,  that  it  should  be  resumed  and  furthei? 
considered  ;  but  it  at  length  fell  through.  The  ten  resolutions 
which  the  congress  came  to  in  their  declaration,  expressing  their 
indubitable  rights  and  liberties,  met  with  very  considerable  op- 
position. Mr.  Duane,  and  others  who  drew  with  him,  perplex- 
ed the  proposals  made  by  the  high  sons  of  liberty,  so  that  the 
congress  did  not  come  to  a  single  resolution  for  more  than  a 
fortnight,  neither  in  stating  their  rights  nor  their  grievances. — • 
When  six  days  before  that  declaration,  on  October  the  eighth^ 
the  resolution  was  passed,  *^  That  the  congress  approve  the  op- 
position of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  late  acts  ;  and  if  the  same  shah  be  attempted,  &c."' 
Galloway  and  Duane  not  only  opposed,  but  wanted  to  have 
their  protests  entered ;  which  being  refused,  on  their  return.' 
trom  congress  they  gave  each  other  a  certificate,  declaring  their 
opposition  to  that  question,  as  they  thought  it  a  treasonable 
©ne.*  In  some  stages  of  their  proceedings,^  the  danger  of  a 
rupture  with  Britain  was  urged  as  a  plea  for  certain  concessions.. 
Upon  this  Mr.  S.  Adams  rose  up,  and  among  other  things  said, 
in  substance,  "  I  should  advise  persisting  in  our  struggle  for  li- 
berty, though  it  was  revealed  from  Heaven  that  999  were  to- 
perish,  and  only  one  of  a  thousand  to  survive  and  retain  his  11-- 
berty.  One  such  freeman  must  possess  more  virtue,  and  enjoy 
more  happiness  than  a  thousand  slaves  ;  and  let  him  propagate 
his  like,  and  transmit  to  them  what  he  hath  so  nobly  preserved."' 
It  was  a  flight  of  patriotism,  serving  to  show  the  temper  of  the 
speaker :  but  the  sentiment  is  so  hyperbolical^  as  to  throw  it 
far  beyond  the  reach  of  practice.  Mr.  S.Adams  having  seen 
an  happy  issue  to  the  important  deUberations  of  the  general  con- 
gress, after  his  return  repaired  to  the  Massachusetts  provincial 
congress,  to  aid  in  their  deliberations. 

General  Gage,  by  the  advice  of  his  new  council,  issued  writs^ 
for  the  holding  of  a  general  assembly  at  Salem,  on  the  5th  of  Oc- 
-  tober.  The  events  which  afterward  took  place  made  him  think 
it  expedient  to  counteract  the  writs,  by  a  proclamation  for  sus- 
pending the  meeting  of  the  members  returned.  But  the  legality 
ot  the  proclamation  was  called  into  question ;  and  the  new  mem- 
berSy  to  the  number  of  90,  met  according  to  the  precepts,  oa 
the  day  and  at  the  place  appointed.  Having  waited  that  day, 
[Oct.  5.]  without  the  presence  of  the  governor,  or  any  substi- 
tute tor  him,  to  administer  the  oaths  and  open  the  session,  on 
the  next  day  they  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  procla- 
mation ;  and  on  the  third,  resolved  themselves  into  a  provincial 
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congress,  to  be  joined  by  such  others  as  have  been  or  shall  be 
chosen,  to  take  into  consideration  the  dangerous  and  alarming 
situation  of  public  afFairs.  The  following  day  they  inet  in  pro- 
vincial congress,  and  adjourned  to  Concord,  about  20  miles  from 
Charlestovvn,  and  when  there,  chose  Mr.  Hancock  president, 
'I'hey  proceeded  to  appoint  a  connnittee  to  wait  upon  the  go- 
vernor with  a  remonstrance,  in  which  they  apologize  for  their 
meeting,  from  the  distressed  state  of  the  colony  -,  express  the 
grievous  apprehensions  of  the  people  ;  assert  that  the  rigor  of  Iht 
l^oston  port-bill  is  exceeded  by  the  manner  in  which  it  is  carried 
into  execution  j  and  complain  of  the  late  laws,  and  the  hostile 
preparations  on  Boston  Neck.  They  conclude  with  adjuring  him 
to  desist  immediately  from  the  construction  of  the  fortress  at  the 
entrance  into  Boston,  and  to  restore  that  pass  to  its  natural  state. 
The  governor  was  involved  in  some  difhculty  as  to  giving  them 
An  answer,  for  he  could  not  acknowdedge  the  legality  of  their 
assembly.  Necessity  however  prevailed.  He  expressed  great 
indignation  at  the  idea's  being  formed,  that  the  lives,  liberties^ 
or  property  of  any  people,  except  avowed  enemies,  could  be  in 
danger  from  English  troops;  and  observed,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  enmity  shown  to  the  troops,  by  withholding  from  them 
almost  every  thing  necessary  for  their  preservation,  they  had 
not  yet  discovered  the  resentment  which  might  justly  have  been 
expected  to  arise  from  such  hostile  treatment.  He  reminded 
them,  that  while  they  complained  of  alterations  made  in  their 
charter  by  acts  of  parliament,  they  w^ere  themselves,  by  their 
present  assembling,  subverting  that  charter,  and  now  acting  in 
direct  violation  of  their  own  constitution  ;  he  therefore  warned 
them  of  the  rocks  they  were  upon,  and  to  desist  from  such  il- 
legal and  unconstitutional  proceedings.  But  they  were  not  in 
the  least  diverted  from  prosecuting  their  measures.  They  ad- 
journed to  and  met  at  Cambridge  [Oct.  17.] 

[Oct,  21.]  A  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  plan  for 
the  immediate  defence  of  the  province.  It  was  concluded  to 
raise  and  enlist  a  number  of  minute-men,  now  for  the  first  time 
so  called,  from  their  being  to  turn  out  with  their  amis,  at  a  mi- 
nute's warning.  Upon  the  debate  for  raising  money  to  pur- 
chace  military  articles,  a  thousand  pounds  lawful  (a  fourth  less, 
than  sterling)  was  moved  for  and  seconded  ;  then  two  thousand. 
The  country  members,  in  comujon,  had  no  conception  of  the  ex- 
peaces  attending  w^arlike  operations  ;  and  vreie  dreadfully  afraid 
of  voting  away  their  own  and  their  constituents  money,  ho\''ever 
necessary  the  expenditure  of  it.  They  are  generally  persons  of 
good  understandmg  in  matters  within  their  own  sphere,  but  are 
not  competent  judges  of  those  that  lie  without  it ;  and  being  ac- 
customed 
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customed  only  to  small  sum?,  startle  at  the  mention  of  those 
*vhich  to  them  have  the  ccmiparaiive  appearance  of  enormously 
large  ;  and  yet  it  is  needful  to  humor  their  want  of  scientitxc 
knowledge,  to  prevent  disgust  and  obtain  their  support.  Of  this 
the  more  intelligent  members  of  the  assembly  were  sensible— 
Therefore  the  debate  was  closed  by  appointing  a  committee  to 
give  in  an  estimate  of  the  articles  wanted,  together  with  their 
cost;  this  being  done,  the  committee  of  safety  were  empower- 
ed to  assemble  the  militia,  when  they  shall  judge  the  same  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  ;  and 
the  committee  of  supplies  to  purchase  ammunition,  ordnance, 
stores,  &c.  not  exceeding  the  value  of  c£.20,837  lawful,  or 
^.15,627,  1 5s,  sterhn^ — a  glorious  sum  with  which  to  oppose  the 
povv-er  and  riches  of  Great-Britain  !  The  committee  of  safety 
and  the  committee  of  supplies,  consist  of  different  persons,  and 
iu-e  intended  for  different  purposes.  I'he  first,  beside  being  era* 
jpowcred  to  assemble  the  militia,  are  invested  with  other  authori^ 
ty  for  the  safety  oi'  the  province,  and  are  to  recommend  to  the 
committee  of  supplies  the  purchasing  of  such  articles  as  maybe 
deemed  necessary.  The  last  are  to  assist  the  committee  of  safety 
iiot  only  by  purchasing  supplies,  but  by  affording  them  help  for 
executing  the  measures  which  may  be  thought  by  them  requisite 
for  the  public  benefit.  Both  are  to  sit  and  to  continue  to  do 
business  when  there  is  a  recess  of  the  provincial  congress,  as  also 
when  none  existcth.  It  is  resolved  [Oct.  25.]  That  all  matters 
shall  be  kept  private  ;  but  in  such  a  numerous  assembly  it  is  next 
to  impossible  to  effect  it.  Were  all  equally  true  to  the  same 
cause,  each  will  not  have  the  like  power  of  retaining  a  secret. 

[October  27.]  I'he  honorable  Jedediah  Pribble,  the  honora- 
ble Artemas  Ward,  and  colonel  Pomeroy,  all  of  whom  have 
seen  some  service  in  the  last  war,  were  elected  general  officers, 
to  have  the  com.mand  of  the  minute-m.en  and  miUtia,  in  case 
they  should  be  called  out  to  action. 

[October  29.  |  The  provincial  congress  adjourned  to  Xovem-* 
ber  23. 

As  winter  approached,  the  governor  ordered  temporary  bar- 
racks to  be  erected  for  the  troops.  But  such  was  the  dislike  to 
their  being  provided  for  in  any  manner,  that  the  select  men  and 
committees  obliged  the  workmen  of  the  town  to  quit  their  em- 
ployment, for  f^earof  subjecting  themselves  to  the  resentm^ent  of 
iheir  countrymen.  The  governor  had  as  little  success  in  endea- 
voring- to  procure  carpenters  from  New-York ;  so  that  it  has 
been  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  he  has  gotten  those  tempo- 
rary lodgments  erected.  He  has  endeavored  also  to  procure 
some  winter  covering  from  that  city ;  but  the  merchants  have 

refused 
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refused  eomplying  with  any  part  of  the  order,  and  returned  for 
answer,  "'lliey  never  wull  supply  any  article  for  the  benefit  cf 
men  who  are  sent  as  enemies  to  their  eountry."  The  general 
had  thouglits  at  one  time,  of  erecting  a  fort  u})on  licacon-hill . 
The  Boston  committee  obtained  the  ))lan  of  it,  waited  u})onhim, 
and  informed  him  tijat  they  iieard  lie  had  such  a  design,  and 
that  if  he  proceeded  to  execute  it,  he  would  get  himself  into 
difficulties.  1  le  would  not  own  that  he  had  any  such  intention, 
but  attempted  rather  to  make  them  l^elieve  the  contrary  ;  on 
which  they  produced  the  plan,  and  told  him  it  was  the  same 
that  was  presented  to  him  the   night  before. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Massachusetts  committee  of  safety; 
were  not  inattentive  to  their  duty,  'i'hey  recommended  to  thr 
committee  or  supplies  [Nov.  2,  8,  14,20.]  the  procuring  of 
pork,  flour,  rice,  and  peas,  and  the  depositing  of  the  same  part- 
ly at  Worcester  and  partly  at  Concord.  They  further  advised 
the  procuring  of  all  arms  and  ammunition  that  could  be  got  h'oni 
the  neighbt)ring  provinces  ,  and  of  spades,  pick-axes,  bill-hooks, 
ii'on  shovels  and  pots,  mess-bowls,  cannon,  ball,  &c.  &c. 

Every  thing  now  served  to  increase  the  mutual  apprehension 
and  animosity  between  the  government  and  the  people.  Those? 
of  Boston  professed  to  be  under  no  small  terror,  from  an  appre- 
hension of  danger  to  their  property,  liberties,  and  lives.  The 
soldiers,  on  the  other  hand,  cons. dered  themselves  in  the  midsc 
of  enemies.  Each  side  made  profession  of  the  best  intentions 
in  the  world  for  its  own  part,  and  showed  the  greatest  suspicion 
o{  the  other.  In  this  state  of  doubt  and  profession,  matters 
were  made  still  worse  by  a  measure  which  seems  not  of  suffici- 
ent importance  in  its  consequences,  to  justify  its  having  been 
hazarded  at  so  critical  a  season.  This  was  the  landing  of  a  de- 
tachment of  sailors  by  night,  from  the  ships  of  war  in  the  har- 
bour, who  spiked  up  all  the  cannon  upon  one  of  the  batteries 
belonging  to  the  town. 

In  the  mean  time,  through  the  disposition  and  promptitude 
of  the:  people,  the  resolutions  and'recommendations  of  the  pro- 
vincial  congress,  had  all  the  weight  and  efficacy  of  laws.  At 
length  the  governor  was  induced  to  issue  a  proclamation  [Nov. 
lOu]  in  which  they  were  charged  with  proceedings  generally 
understood  as  nearly  tantamount  to  treason  and  rebellion.  Ths- 
inhabitants  were  accordingly  prohibited  in  the  king's  name,  from 
complying  in  any  degree  with  the  requisitions,  recommenda- 
tions, directions,  or  res  )lves  of  that  unlawful  assembly. 

[Nov.  23.]  When  the  provincial  congress  met  again,  havu. 
ing  Mr.-  Samuel  Adams  present  with  them,  they  pushed  their 
prepai'ations  for  hostile  opposition-,    I'hese  exertions  suited  not. 
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the  feelings  of  many  in  congress.  Through  timidity  they  be- 
gan to  sicken  at  heart,  ancTupon  the  plea  of  sickness  begged 
leave  to  return  home,  and  were  indulged.  Mr.  S.  Adams  pene. 
trated  the  cause  of  their  complaint ;  and  in  order  to  stop  the 
epidemical  distemper,  expressed  his  great  willingness,  that 
•when  members  were  not  well,  they  should  be  allowed  to  return, 
but  proposed  that  they  should  be  enjoined,  upon  getting  back, 
to  inform  the  towns  that  they  were  no  longer  represented,  that 
so  others  might  be  sent  to  supply  their  absence.  The  proposal 
soon  cured  the  malady  ;  for  the  disordered  chose  to  remain  in 
congress  rather  than  incur  the  displeasure  of  their  constituents, 
and  be  supplanted  by  new  successors. 

The  provincial  congress  resolved  upon  getting  in  readiness 
12,000  men,  to  act  upon  any  emergency  ;  and  directed  that  a 
quarter  of  the  militia  should  be  enlisted  as  minute-men,  who 
were  allowed  the  liberty  of  choosing  their  own  officers,  and  were 
to  receive  pay.  They  sent  persons  to  New-Hampshire,  Rhode - 
Island,  and  Connecticut,  to  acquaint  them  with  what  was  doing, 
and  to  request  that  they  w^ould  prepare  their  respective  quotas 
to  make  up  an  army  of  20,000  men  when  wanted.^  Upon  this  a 
number  of  gentlemen  were  sent  from  these  colonies,  to  consult 
and  settle  with  a  committee  of  about  twenty,  chosen  by  the 
congress  for  the  purpose.  There  was  a  difficulty  about  fixing 
■what  should  be  the  precise  period  for  opposing  general  Gage's 
troops ;  at  length  it  was  determined,  that  they  should  be  op- 
posed whenever  they  marched  out  with  their  baggage,  amniu- 
nition,  and  artillery  ;  for  this  would  carry  in  it  an  apparent  in- 
tention of  acting  hostilely  in  support  of  British  measures. 

[Dec.  6.]  A  committee  was  appointed  to  correspond  with 
the  inhabitants  of  Canada  ;  and  it  was  resolved,  that  the  follow- 
ing letter  be  addressed  to  the  several  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
within  this  province: 

"  Rev.  Sir, 
V/E  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  Heaven,  in 
constantly  supplying  us  with  preachers  of  the  gospel,  whose  con- 
cern has  been  the  temporal  and  spiritual  happiness  of  this  peo- 
ple. In  a  day  like  this,  when  all  the  friends  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious hberty  are  exerting  themselves  to  deliver  this  country  from 
its  present  calamities,  we  cannot  but  place  great  hopes  in  an  or- 
der of  men  who  have  ever  distinguished  themselves  in  their 
country's  cause  ;  and  do  therefore  recommend  to  the  ministers 
of  the'gospel,  in  the  several  towns  and  other  places  in  this  co- 
lony, that  they  assist  us  in  avoiding  that  drgadful  slavery  with 
which  we  are  no v/ threatened.'* 

The 
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Theministers  of  New-England  being  mostly  congregationalists, 
r.re  from  that  circumstance,  in  a  professional  way,  more  attaclicd 
and  habituated  to  the  principles  of  liberty  than  if  they  had  spiritu- 
al superiors  to  lord  it  ever  them,  and  were  in  hopes  of  possessing 
in  their  turn,  through  the  gift  of  government,  the  scat  of  power. 
I'hey  oppose  arbitrary  rul-c  in  civil  concerns,  from  the  love  of 
freedom,  as  well  as  from  a  desire  of  guarding  against  its  intro- 
duction into  religious  matters.  The  patriots,  for  years  back  have 
availed  themselves  greatly  of  their  assistance.  'I'wo  sermons  have 
been  preached  annually  for  a  length  ot  time,  tliC  one  on  gene- 
ral election  day,  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  when  the  new  ge- 
neral court  have  been  used  to  meet,  accordmg  to  charter,  and 
eject  the  counsellors  for  the  ensuing  year-;  the  other  some  little 
while  after,  on  the  artillery  election  day,  v/hen  the  officers  are  re- 
elected, or  new  officers  ar€  chosen.  On  these  occasions  politi- 
cal subjects  are  deemed  very  proper  ;  but  it  is  expected  that  they 
be  treated  in  a  decent,  serious,  and  instructive  manner.  Tlie 
general  election  preacher  has  been  electe-d  alternately  by  the 
council  and  house  of  assembly.  The  sermon  is  stiied  the  Ekc^ 
lion  Sermon,  and  is  printed.  Every  representative  has  a  copy 
for  himself,  and  generally  one  or  more  for  the  minister  or  mi- 
nistersof  his  tov/n.  As  the  patriots hav-e  pr-evailed,  the  preach- 
ers of  each  sermon  have  been  th^e  zealous  friends  of  liberty ; 
and  the  passages  most  adapted  to  promote  and  spread  the  love 
of  it,  have  been  selected,  and  ci-rculated  far  and  wide  by  means 
of  news-papers,  and  read  with  avidity  and  ?.  degree  of  venera- 
tion, on  account  of  the  preacher  and  his  election  to  tlic  service  of 
the  day.  -Commendations,  both  pu-bii-c  and  private,  have  not 
been  wanting  to  help  on  the  design.  Thus  by  their  labors  in 
the  pulpit,  and  by  furnishing  the  prints  with  occasional  essays, 
the  ministers  have  forwarded  and  strengthened,  and  that  not  a 
little,  the  opposition  to  the  exercise  of  that  parliamentary  claim 
of  right  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatever. 

The  clergy  of  this  colony  are  as  virtuous,  sensible,  and  learned 
a  set  cfmen,  as  w^ill  probably  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  globe; 
of  equal  size  and  equally  populous.  The  first  settlers  were  early 
attentive  to  the  providing  of  suitable  persons  to  fill  their  pulpits 
with  dignity.  I'hey  saw  the  importance  of  it,  and  in  1636  the 
general  court  gave  som-c  hundred  pounds  toward  a  public  school 
■<(t  Newton ;  but  Mr.  John  Harvard,  a  worthy  minister  of 
Charlestown,  dying  in  1638,  and  bequeathing  between  seven 
and  eight  hundred  pounds  to  the  same  use,  the  school  took  the 
name  of  Harvard  College  by  an  order  of  court,  and  the  town 
upon  the  occasion  changed  its  name  for  that  ot  Cambridge. — 
This  college  has  been  encouraged  ever  sincC;  and  is  the  first  up- 
Vol,  I,  M  m  on 
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on  the  continent.  It  is  the  alma  viaier  to  whom  the  youth  of 
this  colony  in  particular,  are  sent,  whether  designed  for  the  pul- 
pit, the  bar,  or  other  callings.  Here  they  receive  the  rudiments 
of  those  qualifications  by  which  they  are  enabled  to  serve  their 
country  in  a  civil  or  sacred  department.  The  salaries  of  the 
jninisters  are  moderate,  but  in  general  sufficient  for  their  sup- 
port, by  the  aid  of  good  csconomy.  They  cannot  approve  of 
often  bringing  politics  into  the  pulpit,  yet  they  apprehend  it  to  be- 
right  upon  sp'eciai  occasions.  Who  but  must  admit,  that  "it is 
certainly  the  duty  of  the  clergy  to  accommodate  their  discourses 
to  the  times  ;  to  preach  against  such  sins  as  are  most  prevalent, 
and  to  recommend  such  virtues  as  are  most  wanted.  For  ex- 
ample, if  exorbitant  ambition  and  venality  are  predominant, 
ought  they  not  to  warn  their  hearers  against  the  vices?  If  publig 
spirit  is  much  wanted,  should  they  not  inculcate  this  great  vir- 
tue ?  If  the  rights  and  duties  of  magistrates  and  subjects  are  dis- 
puted, should  they  not  explain  thom,  show  their  nature,  ends, 
limitations,  and  restrictions  ?"  You  have  frequently  remarked^ 
that  though  the  partizans  of  arbitrary  power  will  freely  censure 
tiiat  preacher  who  speaks  boldly  for  the  liberties  of  the  people,. 
they\vill  admire  as  an  excellent  divine,  the  parson  whose  dis- 
course is  wholly  in  the  opposite  strain,  and  teaches  that  magis- 
trates have  a  divine  right  for  doing  wrong,  and  are  to  be  impli- 
citly obeyed ;  men  professing  Christianity,  as  if  the  religion  of 
the' blessed  Jesus  bound  them  tamely  to  part  with  their  natural 
and  social  rights,  and  slavishly  to  hovi  their  neck  to  any  tyrant ; 
as  if  Paul  was  faulty  in  standing  up  for  his  Roman  privileges, 
that  he  might  escape  a  scourging,,  or  faUing  a  sacrifice  to  the 
malice  of  his  countrym.en,  when  he  appealed  unto  Ccesar. 

[Dec.  8.]  The  provincial  congress  choose  colonel  Thomas 
mid  colonel  He3;th,  additional  generals,  and  soon  after  dissolved 
themselves,  that  they  might  be  at  home  in  tim.e  to  keep  thanks- 
giving vvith  their  families.  It  has  been  long  a  custom  m  the  co- 
lony to  have  a  fast  day  in  the  spring,  and  a  thanksgiving  late  ia. 
the  fall  of  the  year,  or  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  when  the 
heads  of  famiUes  collect  their  children  around  tliem ;  and  be- 
side attending  the  religious  exercises  of  the  day,  feast  upon  a. 
plentiful  though  not  a  splendid  table,  and  are  innocently  merry. 
The  observation  of  this  day  they  call  ''a  keeping  thanksgiving  J** 
'i'he  appointment  of  both  days,  belongs  in  an  orderly  way,  to 
the  governor ;  but  in  these  extraordinary  times  the  provincial 
congress  appointed  the  public  thansgiving,  on  which  among 
other  enumerated  blessings,  a  particular  acknowledgment  was 
to  be  made  to  the  Almighty,  for  the  ym9U  W^i^h  &Q  remarka^ 
bly  prevails  iu  aU  the  c^loiii^s, 
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The  assembly  of  Pennsylvania  met  toward  the  close  ofthe  yenr, 
and  were  the  first  Icgul  body  of  representatives  that  riti tied 'una- 
nimously all  the  acts  of  the  general  congress,  and  appointed  de- 
legates to  represent  them  in  the  new  congress,  to  be  held  the  en- 
suing May.  It  is  thought  that  they  were  in  a  great  measure 
dragged  into  it,  from  the  fear  of  a  provincial  convention. 

No  sooner  did  they  receive  at  Rhode-Island  the  account  ot 
the  royal  proclamation,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  military 
stores  from  Britain,  but  the  people  seized,  upon  and  removed 
fi*om  the  batteries  about  the  harbour,  above  forty  cannon,  of 
different  sizes.  Tb.e  assembly  also  passed  resolutions  for  pro-, 
caring  arms  and  military  stores  by  every  mean,  and  from  every 
quarter  in  which  they  could  be  obtained,  as  well  as  for  training 
and  arming  the  inhabitants. 

When  copies  of  these  resolutions  and  of  the  proclamation,  ar- 
rived at  Portsmouth,  in  New-Hampshir-e,  the  people  of  the  pro- 
vince were  spirited  up  to  make  their  first  hostile  movement. 
Though  governor  Wentworth's  influence  could  not  prevent  their 
appointing  deputies,  holding  a  convention  at  Exeter,  and  choos- 
ing delegates  for  the  continental  congress,  yet  he  had  the  ad- 
dress to  moderate  their  temper!?,  and  to  k^ep  them  from  acts  of 
violence.  But  the  exam.ple  of  their  neighbors,  and  the  alarm- 
ing situation  of  afFairs,  at  length  roused  them  to  uncommon  e}> 
ertions.  [Dec.  14.]  More  than  four  hundred  men  collected, 
and  beset  his  majesty's  castle  at  Portsmouth.  Captain  Cochran, 
who  commanded,  ordered  three  four  pounders  to  be  fired  on 
them,  and  then  the  small  arms;  before  he  could  be  ready  to 
fire  again,  the  fort  v/as  stormed  on  all  quarters,  and  the  assail- 
ants immediately  secured  both  him  and  his  men,  and  kept 
them  prisoners  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  during  which  they 
broke  open  the  powder-house,  took  all  the  powder  away,  ex- 
cept one  barrel,  and  having  put  it  in  boats  and  sent  it  o'li'  re^ 
leased  him  from  his  confinement. 

The  hardy  inhabitants  of  Marblehead,  used  to  all  the  tOfls 
and  dangers  of  a  sca-f'aring  life,  being  out  of  employ,  have  at- 
tended to  military  exercise  for  hours,  three  days  in  a  week,  and 
will  soon  constitute  a  fine  regiment  of  soldiers.  The  gentle- 
men of  the  place  have  encouraged  them  by  their  own  example, 
and  made  it  profitable  to  them.  Something  similar  has  been 
practised  at  Salem  and  other  towns»  Tlie  militia  of  the  colony 
will,  therefore,  acquire  some  knowledge  of  arms  before  they 
are  called  to  engage  in  actual  service,  should  that  unhappily  be 
the  issue  of  present  measures. 

The  Virginiamilitiaofficcrs,  under  the  command  of  lord  Dun- 
njorc,  convened  at  Fort  Gower,  on  November  the  fifth,  have 

showa 
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shown  what  may  be  expected  from  them  ;  for  though  tkey  re-- 
solved  to  bear  the  most  faithful  allegiance  to  his  majesty,-  they 
declared  that  the  love  of  liberty  and  attachment  to  the  real  in- 
terests and  just  rights  of  America,  outweighed  every  other  con-, 
sideration,  and  that  they  would  exert  every  power  within  them 
for  the  defence  of  American  liberty,  when  regularly  called 
fortii  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  their  countrymen, 

Barnstable,  in  New-England,  and  Ridgefield,  in  Connecticut,  - 
have  distinguished  themselves  in  adopting  measures  different 
from  the  other  towns  in  their  respective  colonies.  But  the  New- 
York  representatives  have  given  the  greatest  disgust.  After  the* 
assembly's  taking  into  consideration  the  regulations  agreed  up- 
on at  the  grand  congress,,  respecting  commerce,  they  rejected 
the  same.  This  however  was  thought  to  be  compensated  for^ 
hy  the  late  resolution  of  the  Pennsylvania  convention  [Jan.  23, 
J115.]  wherein  they  have  declared,  "  That  if  the  petition  of 
the  continental  congress  should  be  disregarded,  and  the  British 
administration  should  determine  by  force  to  effect  a  submission- 
io  the  lats  arbitrary  acts  of  the  British  parliament.;  in.  such  a 
situation,  we  hold  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  resist  such  force,- 
and  at  every  hazard  to  defend  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Ameri- 
ca." The  convention  likewise  r.ccommended  in  particular  the- 
making  of  salt,  gun-powder,  salt-petre,.and  steeL.  Among  the 
many  sons  of  Hberty  of  which  they  were  composed,  Mr.  Charles 
Thomson,  was  eminent  for  inflexible  spirit ;  but  Mr.. Thomas 
Mifflin  v/as  as  the  very  soul  of  the  capital  and  province.  Such 
are  his  natural  a.nd  acquired  accomplishments,  his  unwearied 
exertions,  his  zeal,  his  address,  his  sprightliness,  that-he  enlight- 
ens and  invigorates  every  thing  around  him^ 

The  inhabitants  of  Maryland  were  no  less  zealous  on  the  pre- 
sent critical  occasion,,  than  those  of  the  most  active  provinces* 
They  were  all  in  motion,  forming  county  meetings,  entering  in- 
to associations,  choosing  committees,  and  recommending  mea- 
sures for  carrying  the  resolutions  of  the  continental  congress  into 
effectual  execution..  The  convention  has  appointed  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney for  the  purchase  of  arm^s  and  ammunition.  Every  person 
who  refuses  to  contribute  to  the  purchase,  is  deem.ed  an  enem.y 
to  hiscountryo  Many  of  the  principal  gentlemen  are  ambitious 
ef  appearing  in  arms  to  defend  its  liberties.  They  have  taken 
the  power  of  the  militia  out  of  the  hands  of  the  governor,  and 
established  it  by  their  own  authority,  for  tlie  defence  of  the 
Massachusetts  as  well  as  of  themselves ;  and  thus  have  showa 
to  all  the  world,  their  approbation  of  New-England  measures. 
The  lower  counties  of  the  Delaware,  have  acted  in  like  manner. 
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[Jan.  27.]  The  New-Hampshire  assembly,  ia  answer  to  a 
letter  from  Maryland,  has  gone  further  than  ever  before,  in 
saying,  '*  You  may  depend  upon  the  ready  concurrence  of  this 
house,  with  the  measures  thought  necessary  to  be  pursued  by 
the  other  colonics  in  the  great  cause  of  liberty." 

But  the  province  did  not  trust  to  the  complection  of  the  as- 
sembly. A  convention  of  deputies  was  appointed  by  the  se- 
veral towns,,  and  held  at  Exeter,  when  the  proceedings  of  the 
continental  congress  were  unanimously  approved  ;  and  mem- 
bers chosen  to  represent  them  at  the  ensuing  one,  two  days  be- 
fore the  assembly  gave  their  answer. 

Most  of  the  Ne\v- Yorkers  accommodate  themselves  to  the 
measures  appointed  by  the  general  congress. 

The  general  commiitee  m  Charleston,  South-Carolina,  upon 
receiving  an  account  of  these  measures,,  immediately  convened 
a  provincial  congress,  and  procured  a  return  of  representatives 
from  every  parish  and  district  in  the  colony,  by  which  mean 
the  body  consisted  of  more  than  two  hundred,  while  the  con- 
stitutional assembly  amounts  to  no  more  than  forty-nine.  The 
increase  of  the  representatives  naturally  served  the  cause  of' 
the  country,  by  engaging  a  greater  number  of  leaders  in  sub- 
port  of  it.  This  first  provincial  congress  met  on  the  elevcrih 
of  January ;  they  have  unanimously  approved  the  proceedings 
of  the  general  congress,  and  resolved  to  carry  them  into  execu- 
tion. Committees  of  inspection  and  observation  have  also  been 
appointed,  whose  business  it  is  to  see  that  the  public  resolutions 
are  universally  obeyed,  that  so  they  may  not  be  broken  through 
the  selfishness  of  individuals.  This  is  the  prevailing  m.ode  of 
guarding  against  such  selfishness  in  every  colony. 

From  the  former  success  of  non-importation  agreements,  and 
a  belief  that  the  trade  of  America  is  indispensably  necessary  to 
Britain,  it  is  generally  hoped  and  expected  in  the  southern  states,^ 
that  the  obnoxious  acts  will  be  repealed.  They  have  no  idea  of 
an  appeal  to  the  sword,  notwithstanding  all  the  military  parade 
that  exists.  A  bloodless  self-denying  opposition  is  the  v/hole  of 
their  real  intention,  and  all  the  sacrifice  that  they  imagine  will 
be  required.  Similar  sentiments  prevail  among  great  numbers 
in  the  Massachusetts  ;  who,  while  they  are  preparing^  for  war, 
expect  that  present  appearances  will  never  terminate  in  it ;  for 
that  Great-Britain  will  not  hght  with  her  best  customers,  bu& 
will  relax  and  accommodate  when  they  find  the  Americans  ab- 
solutely determined  to  use  their  arms  rather  than  submit. 

Persons  who  discover  great  anxiety  about  the  continuance  of 
trade,  are  considered  as  selMsh,  preferring  private  interest  to  the 
good  of  the  country  ;  and  under  this  thought,  the  intemperate 
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2cal  of  the  populace  in.  some  places,  transports  them  beyond 
the  limits  of  moderation,  to  apply  singular  punishments  to  in- 
dividuals who  counteract  the  general  sense  of  the  community. 
There  is  however  to  appearance  an  amazing  agreement  through 
the  continent;  and  it  may  be  imagined,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  twelve  colonies  have  but  one  heart,  and  but  one  understand- 
ing. Assembhes,  conventions,  congresses,  towns,  cities,  pri* 
vate  clubs  and  circles,  are  seemingly  animated  by  one  great, 
wise,  active,  and  nobJe  spirit— one  masterly  soul,  enlivening 
one  vigorous  body.  All  their  acts  tend  to  the  same  point,  the 
supporting  of  the  measures  of  the  continental  congress.  But  be 
assured  there  are  great  numbers  in  every  colony,  whodisap^ 
prove  of  these  measures — a  few  comparatively,  from  principle 
and  a  persuasion  that  the  same  are  wrong,  and  that  they  ought 
to  submit  to  the  mother  country—some  through  attachment  to 
the  late  governmental  authority  exercised  among  them— many 
from  self-interest—but  the  bulk  for  fear  of  the  mischievous  con- 
sequences likely  to  follow.  The  professing  friends  of  liberty 
have  acted  in  a  spirited  manner,  while  the  others  have  lain  stilL 
Such  as  have  discovered  a  disposition  to  oppose  popular  mea- 
sures, have  not  been  supported,  and  therefore  have  declined 
making  further  efforts,  and  absented  themselves  from  town  and 
other  meetings„  The  popular  cry  being  against  them,  they  have- 
sought  personal  peace  and  safety  in  remaining  quiet.  But  could 
the  truth  be  ascertained,  it  would  probably  be  discovered,  that 
in  most  of  the  town  and  other  m.eetings,  even  in  New-England^, 
far  more  than  half  the  parties  having  a  right  to  attend,  from  va-^ 
rious  causes  were  absent ;  and  that  there  were  a  great  many 
among  the  absentees,  who  were  such,  because  they  knew  that 
matters  would  be  carried  at  such  meetings  contrary  to  their  own- 
sentiments.  Not  only  so,  but  it  may  be  reasonably  supposed,, 
and  timiC  may  prove,  that  several  in  assemblies,  conventions,  and- 
congresses,  voted  against  their  ov/n  opinion,  to  secure  themi- 
selves  from  resentment,  and  to  promote  their  present  interest.. 

An  inclination  has  appeared  in  several  of  the  governmental 
gentlemen  nov7  in  Boston,  to  attempt  opening  the  court  at  Wor- 
cester, and  to  support  it  by  the  aid  of  two  regiments.  It  has 
been  the  subject  of  conversation.  When  the  proposal  of  march- 
ing them  came  to  be  considered  in  council,  it  v/as  laid  aside.. 
The  governor  was  well  pleased  with  the  determination.  He 
certainly  does  not  wish  to  bring  on  a  rupture. 

Now'let  me  conclude  with  giving  you  a  picture  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts colony,  which  you  will  be  inclined  to  pronounce  an  un- 
common and  astonishing  curiosity.  Some  hundred  thousand 
people  are  ia  a  state  gf  uatuie,  md  yet  as  still  aad  peaceable  at: 

present 
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present,  as  ever  they  were  when  government  was  in  full  vigor. 
We  have  neither  legislators,  nor  niugistraLes,  nor  executive  offi- 
cers. We  have  no  officers  but  military  ones  ;  of  these  we  have 
a  multitude,  chosen  by  the  people,  and  exercising  them  with 
more  authority  and  spirit  than  ever  any  did  who  liad  commissions 
from  a  governor,  'i"he  inhabitants  arc  determined  never  to  suIh 
mit  to  die  act  destroying  their  charter,  and  are  every  where  de- 
voting themselves  to  arms.  To  force  upon  them  a  form  of  go-, 
vernmeht  to  which  they  arc  absolutely  averse,  may  not  be  within 
the  omnipotence  of  a  British  parliament.  The  attempt  has  pro- 
duced a  suspension  of  all  legal  authority,  and  yet  individuab  en- 
joy the  same  security  as  betore,  even  when  they  differ  from  the 
public  sentiment,  have  they  the  prudence  to  moderate  their 
tempers  and  observe  a  neutrality.  By  accommodating  them-' 
selves  so  far  to  the  times,  they  are  safe  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  fortitude  with  which  the  town  of  Boston  supports  Its. 
present  distresses,  and  the  determination  it  discovers  to  endure  as 
much  as  human  nature  can,  rather  than  betray  the  Amcricaii 
cause,  and  endanger  the  liberties  of  posterity,  will  secure  it  the 
encomiums  of  future  generations.  Not  a  town  or  city  in  all  the 
colonies,  w^ould  have  been  Hkely  to  have  exhibited  so  glorious  a 
spectacle,  had  it  been  called  out  to  a  similar  trial ;  and  all  the 
friends  of  American  liberty  through  the  continent^  may  congra- 
tulate themselves  that  the  storm  of  ministerial  vengeance  has^ 
fallen  first  upon  the  capital  of  the  Massachusetts,  as  in  conse- 
quence of  it  they  have  enjoyed  the  opporiunity  of  providing, 
against  the  worst  that  may  be  attempted,  in  order  to  reduce- 
them  to  subjection. 


LETTER        XL 

London,  Aldvch  3,  1775, 

A  STRANGE  suplneness  prevailed  for  some  time  after  my  last 
was  closed,  among  the  great  body  of  the  English  nation  ; 
and  the  colony  contests  were  little  regarded.  Numbers  flattered 
themselves,  that  as  things  had  formerly  so  often  appeared  at  the 
verge  of  a  rupture,  witnout  actually  arriving  at  it,  some  means 
would  be  fouud  for  accgmiuod^tijig  the  present  dispute.  ^  The. 

opinion 
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cpinion  also  was  circulated,  that  a  continuance  of  resolution  per- 
sisted in,  would  certainly  put  an  end  to  the  contest,  which  (it 
was  said)  had  been  nourished  wholly  by  former  concessions; 
people  in  general  were  therefore  inclined  to  trust  the  trial  of  per- 
severance and  resolution  to  a  ministry  who  valued  themselves  up- 
on these  qualities.  The  times  have  been  highly  favorable  to  any 
purpose  v\-hich  only  required  the  concurrence  of  the  parliament 
and  the  acquiescence  of  the  public.  Administration  has  taken 
advantage  of  these  circumstances  [Septv  30,  n74.]  and  the  late 
parliament  has  been  dissolved  a  twelvemonth  before  the  expect- 
ed time.  This  may  be  meant  as  a  preparatory  step  to  the  most 
coercive  measures  with  America  ;  but  in  a  new  house  of  com- 
mons, ministry  will  be  left  at  large,  to  choose  or  alter  their  line 
of  conduct  as'  incidents  may  vary,  and  if  necessary  can  throw 
all  the  odium  of  the  late  laws  upon  the  former  parliaments 

[Nov.  30.]  His  majesty  in  his  speech  informed  the  new  one, 
that  a  most  daring  spirit  of  disobedience  to  the  law,  still  unhap- 
pily prevailed  in  the  Massachusetts,  and  had  broken  forth  in 
fresh  violences  of  a  criminal  nature  ;  that  these  proceedings  had 
been  encouraged  in  other  colonies,  and  unwarrantable  attem.pts 
been  made  to  obstruct  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom,  by  un- 
lawful combinations ;  that  such  measures  had  been  taken,  and 
such  orders  given,  as  were  judged  most  proper  for  carrying  the 
laws  into  execution  ;  and  that  they  might  depend  upon  a  firm 
resolution  to  withstand  every  attempt  to  weaken  the  supreme 
authority  of  the  legislature  over  all  the  dominions  of  the  crown, 
his  majesty  being  assured  of  receiving  their  support  while  act- 
ing upon  these  principles. 

The  proposed  address  in  the  house  of  commons,  produced  a 
considerable  debate  ;  and  the  minister  was  reminded  of  the 
mighty  effects  he  had  predicted  from  the  late  acts  agamst  Ame- 
rica— ^They  were  to  humble  that  whole  continent  in  the  dust, 
without  further  trouble,  and  the  punishment  of  Boston  was  to 
strike  an  universal  panic  on  all  the  colonies  ;  that  refractory  town 
would  be  totally  abandoned,  and  instead  of  obtaining  relief,  a 
dread  of  the  same  fate  would  even  prevent  the  appearances  of 
pity.  But  the  address  was  carried,  without  any  amendment,  by 
a  majority  of  more  than  three  to  one. 

That  from  the  house  of  lords  was  couched  in  strong  terms, 
and  was  warmdy  debated.  It  was  rendered  memorable  by  a  pro- 
test, thought  to  be  the  first  upon  an  address,  and  which  was  very- 
pointed  ;  it  concluded  with  the  following  remarkable  declarati- 
on:  ''But  whatever  may  be  the  mischievous  designs,  or  the  in- 
considerate temerity  which  leads  others  to  this  desperate  course, 
vve  wish  tp  be  known  ^s  persons,  who  have  disapproved  of  mea- 
sures 
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sures  so  injurious  in  their  past  cflccts  and  ihcir  future  tendency, 
and  who  arc  not  in  haste,  without  enquiry  or  information,  to 
commit  ourselves  in  declarations  which  muy  precipitate  our 
country  into  all  the  calamities  of  a  civil  war."*  'i"hc  address 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  G3  to  13. 

Notwit-hstandino-  the  hostile  tone  of  the  speech,  and  the  great 
majority  that  supported  the  addresses,  there  appeared  an  ii  reso- 
lution on  the  side  of  ministry  ;  and  previous  to  tlie  Christmas  re- 
cess they  seemed  evidently  to  shrink,  from  all  contest  upon  Ame- 
rican subjects.  The  national  estimates  were  entirely  formed  up- 
on a  peace  establishment ;  and  the  minister  of  the  naval  depart- 
ment publicly  asserted  in  the  house  of  lords,  that  he  knew  it  would 
be  fully  sufficient  for  reducing  the  colonies  to  obedience.  He 
spoke  with  the  greatest  contempt  both  of  the  power  and  courage 
of  the  Americans  ;  and  held  that  they  were  not  disciplined,  nor 
capable  of  discipline,  and  tl^at  formed  of  such  materials,  and 
so  indisposed  to  action,  the  numbers,  of  which  such  boasts  had 
been  made,  would  only  add  to  the  facility  of  their  defeat. 

The  establishment  will  indeed  be  fully  sufficient,  if  the  mi- 
nistry mean  to  employ  the  navy  only,  and  to  recai  the  militiuy. 
Ships  may  effect  that \vith  little  hazard  and  cxpence,  which 'if 
once  attempted  by  soldiers,  may  plunge  ihe  nation  into  enor- 
mous disbursements,  and  yet  not  be  accomplished.  A  few  ships 
■of  the  line  stationed  singly  near  the  capital  ports  of  the  colonies, 
-and  a  number  of  frigates  employed  as  cruisers  to  stop  the  Ame- 
ricans from  sending  any  vessels  to  sca^  and  this  measure  con- 
tinued, would  at  length  weary  out  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
and  cities  upon  the  sea-coast  of  the  continent,  and  induce  one 
or  other  of  them  to  submit ;  and  if  but  one  link  of  the  chain 
give  way,  the  whole  v/ould  soon  come  to  the  ground  ;  and  were 
the  sea-ports  once  brought  to  adjust  the  present  dispute  witli 
administration,  the  tov/ns  in  the  back  country  might  be  gradu- 
ally inclined  to  the  same,  whatever  may  be  their  present  ap- 
prehensions. The  proper  application  of  the  navy  to  the  Ame- 
rican contest,  would  also  exclude  all  foreign  interference. 

The  congressional  proceedings  were  received  before  the  Christ- 
mas recess,  and  ministry  were  disposed  to  retract  their  violent 
measures  and  to  redress  American  grievances.  To  this  end,  appU- 
cation  was  made,  under  the  auspices  of  the  minister,  to  the  body 
of  the  American  merchants,  desiring  them  to  frame  petitions  for 
the  redress  of  American  grievances  and  the  restoration  of  Ame- 
rican rights,  and  promismg  compliance  with  them,  as  it  was 

*  Lords  who  figned  the  profeft — Richmond,  Portland,  Rorkinghairij  S'.am* 
ford.  Stanhope,  Torringtofij  Popfonby,  Wycpnabe,  Camden* 
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-most  agreeable  to  the  ministry  to  repeal  the  obxaoxious  acts,, 
geeipiiigly  in  consequence  of  petitions  at  home.  While  this 
was  in  agitation,  letters  were  received  from  New-York,  as- 
suring that  the  assembly  would  reject  the  proceedings  of  the 
general  congress,  and  that  there  would  be  a  separation  of  that 
colony  from  the  rest.  Fresh  hopes  were  conceived  from  the 
prospect  of  a  division,  upon  which  ministry  reverted  to  mea- 
sures more  adapted  to  their  own  inclination. f 

But  during  the  recess,  persons  began  to  consider  the  consc^ 
quences  which  might  follow  the  congressional  pioceedings,  and 
a  general  alarm  was  spread.  This  produced  several  meetings^ 
of  the  North-American  merchants  in  London  and  Bristol ;  and 
petitions  to  parliament  were  prepared  and.  agreed  upon  in  both 
places.  But  the  times  were  so  altered  from  what  they  were  for- 
merly, that  no  mercantile  opposition  could  prove  efficacious  by 
endangering  the  continuance  of  the  ministry.  ^ 

On  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  after  the  recess,  the  noblemaa, 
at  the  head  of  the  American  alFairs,  laid  the  papers  belonging 
to  his  department  before,  the  lords,  on  which  lord  Chatham 
rose,  and  expressed  his  utmost  dissent  and  disapprobation  o£ 
the  whole  system  of  American  measures* 

Being  in  possession,  at  present  of  your  friend  Mr.  Quincy's 
journal,  wherein  he  gives  a  paiticular  account  of  his  lordship*s 
speech,  of  the  copies  of  several  letters  sent  by  himiself  to  Ame- 
rica, and  of  other  matters,  permit  me  to  transcribe  from  the 
same,  and  give  you  the  thoughts  and  expressions  of  Mr.  Quin* 
cy,  with  the  dates. 

[Nov.  11  J.  1774.]  Viev/ed  Plymouth  docks.  My  ideas  of  the 
riches  and  powers  of  this  great  nation  are  increased  to  a  degree 
I  should  not  have  believed  if  it  had  been  predicted  to  me,  I 
am  not  in  any  measure  reconciled  to  the  British  plan  of  taxing 
America,  but  I  should  with  cheerfulness  accede  to  a  contribu^ 
tion  from  the  colonies  (they  being  the  sole  judges  of  the  time 
and  quantity  of  theii-  grants)  toward  the  charges  of  the  British 
government. 

[Nov.  18.]  This  morning  J.  Williams,  esq.  informed  me, 
that  governor  Hutchinson  had  repeatedly  assured  the  ministry^ 
that  a  union  of  the  colonies  was  utterly  impracticable  ;  that  the 
people  were  greatly  divided  among  themselves  in  every  colony ; 
and  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  all  America  would 
submit ;  that  they  must,  and  would  soon.  Several  of  the  no=» 
i)ility  and  ministry  assured  Dr.  Franklin  of  the  same  facts. 

f  Seethe  R?raembrancw,  Part  II.  p.  *;^7.  the  note, 

LNOY. 
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[Nov.  19.]  Lord  N repeatedly  said  tome,  ^'Wernust 

try  what  Ave  can  do  to  support  tiie  authority  wc  have  claimed 
over  iVmcrica ;  ifvvcare  detective  in  power,  mx  must  sit  down 
contented,  and  make  the  best  terms  we  can ;  and  nobody  then  can 
blame  us  after  we  have  dene  our  utmost;  but  tih  we  have  tried 
what  wc  can  do,  wc  can  never  be  Justitied  in  receding ;  and  we 
ought  to,  and  shall  be  very  careful  not  to  judge  a  thing  impossi- 
ble because  it  may  be  difficult ;  nay,  we  ought  to  try  v/hat  wo 
can  effect,  before  we  can  determine  upon  its  impracticability." 

[Nov.  'M-.]  To .     "  The  following  language  hath  been 

reitera-ted  to  m.e  in  various  companies,"-—"  We  are  afraid  of  no- 
thing but  your  division  and  your  want  of  perseverance.  Unite 
and  persevere — you  must  prevail — you  must  triumph." 

''  From  parliament  expect  no  favor  but  what  proceeds  from 
fear.  Depend  not  upon  commercial  plans  for  your  safety. — ■ 
l3r.  Franklin  is  an  American  in  heart  and  sovjI.  His  ideas  are 
not  contracted  within  the  narrow  limits  of  exemption  from  taxes, 
but  are  extended  upon  the  broad  scale,  of  total  em.ancipatiori,— 
He  is  explicit  and  bold  upon  the  subject," 

[Nov.  26.]  Governor  P — -  assured  mc,  that  all  the  m^ea- 

sures  agains  America  were  planned  and  pushed  on  by  Bernard 
and  Hutchinson.  They  were  incessant  in  their  applications  to 
administration,  and  gave  the  most  positive  assurances  of  success. 

[Dec.  6.]   Mr.  commissioner  M ^ —  waited   on  me.     in 

the  course  of  conversation  he  said,  *'  You  can  have  no  idea  of 
the  taxes  of  this  kingdom,  and  the  distress  of  our  poor.  They 
sre  extreme  poor  and  wretched  indeed — every  thing  here  is 
taxed  to  the  utmost.  The  colonies  must  relieve  us  ;  they  must- 
ease  us  of  our  taxes,  &c."  He  also  affirmed  to  me,  that  gover- 
nors Bernard  and  Hutchinson  were  principally  attended  to  in 
the  late  measures  against  the  colonies.  But  he  added,  that  go- 
vernment had  found  many  things  had  turned  out  different  from 
Hutchinson's  representation,  and  had  not  been  at  all  conforraa- 
feie  to  what  he  foretold* 

To .     "  My  w^hole  time  is  employed  in  endeavoring 

to  serve  my  country..  I  find  every  body  e-ager  to  hear,  most 
people  willing  to  be  set  right,  and  almost  all  grossly  ignorant  of 
the  American  v/orld.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  your  cou- 
rage— your  courage,  I  repeat  it — will  be  brought  to  the  test,— 
Should  it  prove  answerable  to  your  ostentations,  and  v/orthy  of 
your  ancestors,  your  friends  will  amazingly  increase — your 
hearty  friends  will  be  in  raptures.  Prepare— prepare  1  say,  for 
the  worst. 

"  Many  of  your  friends  here,  in  both  houses,  will  not  take  a 
de^isA-e  part  till  they  see  how  vou  act  in  America,    For  should 
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they  take  a  determined  part  now  in  favor  of  that  country,  and 
3n  a  short  time  America  give  back,  their  hopes  of  rise  into  pow- 
er and  office  (which  are  the  hopes  of  all  British  statesmen) 
would  be  for  ever  at  an  end.  Therefore,  till  the  colonists  dis- 
cover that  union  and  spirit,  which  all  parties  here  agree  must 
force  success,  you  are  not  to  expect  any  great  exertions  in  your 
favor.  But  when  once  there  is  a  conviction  that  the  Americans 
are  in  earnest,  that  they  are  resolved  to  endure  all  hazards  with 
a  spirit  worthy  the  prize  (and  not  till  then)  will  you  have  many 
iirm,  active,  persevering,  and  powerful  friends.  For,  strange 
as  it  may  seem,  there  is  a  great  doubt  here,  among  many,  whe^ 
ther  you  are  really  in  earnest,  in  the  full  force  and  extent  of 
those  words." 

[Dec  12.]  Lord  — appeared  a  very  warm  friend  to  the 

Americans  ;  and  said,  '^  If  they  continue  united,  they  must  have 
aU  they  ask."  He  particularly  mentioned,  that^lord  M^^'/'^*^ 
last  sessions,  assured  the  house  of  lords,  that  the  plan  they  had 
laid  would  go  down  in  America,  sine  dade ;  and  also  that  he 
had  the  best  intelligence  what  might  be  carried  through  there.. 
His  lordship  had  no  doubt  that  such  assurances  was  grounded 
on  Hutchinson's  information. 

[Dec.  14.]  To  E .     "Your  countrymen  must  seal  their 

cause  with  their  blood.     They  must  preserve  a  consistency  of 

character.     Tkey  must  not  delay.     They  must or   be 

trodden  down  into  tlie  vilest  vassalage — the  scorn — the  spurn  of 
their  enemies — a  by-word  of  infamy  among  all  men." 

[Dec.  16.]  To  E .     **  Permit  mx  to  congratulate   my 

countrvmen  on  the  intcrritv  and  wisdom  with  which  the  con- 
gross  have  conducted.  Their  policy,  spirit,  and  union,,  have* 
confounded  their  foes  and  inspired  their  friends.  All  parties  a-- 
gree  in  giving  them  a  tribute  of  honor  and  applause^     My  lord-. 

I^^T endeavored  to   explain  away  his  expression — ''  I  will 

have  America  at  my  feet,"    Beware  of  the  arts  of  ncgociation." 

"  By  the  way,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  ministry  sent  large 
sums  to  New-York,  in  order  to  bribe  your  continental  delegates. 
It  was  openly  avowed  and  vindicated  ;  and  great  boast  was  made 
of  ministerial  success  in  this  w^ay,  with  the  delegates  from  New- 
York.  It  was  said,  that  they  had  effected  a  dis-union  which 
Vrould  be  fatal  to  the  cause  of  America.  You  can't  well  ima- 
gine the  chagrin  v/ith  which  the  ministry  received  the  result 
of  that  glorious  body.  They  are  viewed  as  the  7iortliern  con- 
stellation of  glorious  worthies^  illuminating  and  warming  the. 
new  v/orld." 


y;^,  f^iiyti'iUipo^l 
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To  Joseph  Reed,  esq.  (of  Philadelphia.) 

[Dec.  17.]  **  Sure  I  am  that  the  ministry  have  no  where  such 
sanguine  hopes  of  a  defection  as  from  that  quarter  (New-York.) 
Their  influence  is  no  where  so  forcibly  extendcxl ;  it  is  certain 
they  will  be  astonishingly  disappointed  if  they  do  not  find  a  sen- 
sibility to  their  touch.     Lord  C said  in  the  house  of  lords, 

the  other  day,  "  Were  I  an  American,  I  would  resist  to  the  last 
drop  of  my  blood."  Your  parliamentary  friends  say,  snatch  the 
opportunity  for  peace  and  reconciliation.  Your  sanguine  and 
warm  partizans  say,  "  You  are  united  and  inspired  now,  cir-  ^ 
cumstdnces  that  may  iiever  happen  again.  .Seize  llie  happy  and 
glorious  opportunity  for  establishing  the  freedom  and  bv)ciai  feli- 
city of  all  America.     There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men.'* 

tjan.  2,  1775.]  While  (at  Bath)  viewing  the  most  magnifi- 
cently elegant  new  rooms,  in  company  with  colonel  Barre,  he 
said,  pointing  to  the  pictures  taken  from  the  ruins  found  at  Her- 
culaneum,  *'  I  hope  you  have  not  the  hooks  containing  the 
draughts  of  those  ruins  with  you."  I  replied,  "  There  was  on^ 
set  1  believed  in  the  public  hbrary  at  our  college."  "  Keep  them 
there  (said  he)  and  they  may  be  of  some  service  as  a  matter  of 
curiosity  for  the  speculative,  but  let  them  get  abroad  and  you 
are  ruined.  They  will  infuse  a  taste  for  buildings  and  sculpture  ; 
and  when  a  people  get  a  taste  for  the  fine  arts,  they  are  ruined. 
'Tis  taste  that  ruins  whole  kingdoms.  'Tis  tase  that  depopulates 
whole  nations.  I  could  not  help  v^'Ceping  when  I  surveyed  the_ 
ruins  at  Rome.  All  the  remains  of  the  Roman  grandeur  are  of 
works  which  were  finislied,  when  Rome  and  the  spirit  of  Ro- 
mans were  no  more,  unless  I  except  the  ruins  of  the  Emilian 
baths.  Mr.  Quincy,  let  your  countrymen  beware  of  taste  in 
their  buildings,  equipage  and  dress,  as  a  deadly  poison." 

Colonel  Barre  also  added,  in  the  course  of  conversation — ■ 
About  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ago,  I  was  through  a  considera- 
ble part  of  your  country  ;  -for,  in  the  expedition  against  Canada, 
mv  business  called  me  to  pass  by  land  through  Pennsylvania, 
New-Jersey,  York  and  Albany  ;  and  when  1  returned  again  to 
this  countrv,  I  was  often  speaking  of  America,  and  could  not 
help  speaking  well  of  its  climate,  soil  and  inhabitants  ;  for  you 
must  know,  sir,  America  was  always  a  favorite  with  me.  But 
■will  you  believe  it,  sir,  yet  I  assure  you  it  is  true,  more  than 
two-thirds  of  this  island  at  that  time,  thought  the  Americans 
were  all  negroes."  I  replied,  "  1  did  not  in  the  least  doubt  it  ; 
for  if  I  was  to  judge  by  the  late  acts  of  parliament,  I  should  sup- 
pose that  amaiority  of  the  people  of  Great-Britain  still  thought 
£0,  for  I  found  that  their   representatives  still  treated  them  as 

such." 
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such.'*     He  smiled,  and  the  discourse  dropped.     The  colonel 
was  among  those  who  voted  for  the  Boston  port-bill. 
^*^»  *  [*^*e.  20.]     Attended  the  debates  of  the  house  of  lords.—* 
Good  fortune  gave  me  one  of  the  best  places  for  taking  a  few 
minutes. 

Lord  Chatham  rose  like  Marcellus.  "  Viros  superiment  om- 
nes."  He  seemed  to  feel  himself  superior  to  those  around  him. 
His  language,  voice  and  gesture,  were  more  pathetic  than  I  e- 
ver  saw  or  heard  before  at  the  bar  or  senate.  He  seemed  like 
an  old  Roman  senator,  rising  with  the  dignity  of  age,  yet  speak- 
ing with  the  fire  of  youth. 

The  illustrious  sage  stretched  fourth  his  hand  with  the  decent 
solemnity  of  a  Paul,  and  rising  with  his  subject,  he  smote  his 
breast  with  the  energy  and  grace  of  a  Demosthenes.  He  open- 
ed with  some  general  observations  on  the  importance  and  mag- 
nitude of  the  American  quarrel  (as  he  called  it.)  He  enlarged 
upon  the  dangerous  and  ruinous  events  that  were  coming  upon 
the  nation  in  consequence  of  the  present  dispute,  and  the  mea- 
sures already  begun  and  now  carrying  on  by  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters. He  arraigned  their  conduct  with  great  severity  and 
freedom.     He  then  proceeded  : 

"  My  lords,  these  papers  from  America,  now  laid  for  the  first 
time  before  your  lordships,  have  been,  to  ray  knowledge,  five 
or  six  weeks  in  the  pocket  of  the  minister.  And  notwithstanding 
the  fate  of  this  kingdom  hangs  upon  the  event  of  this  great  con- 
troversy, we  are  but  this  moment  called  to  a  consideration  of  this 
important  subject.  My  lords,  I  do  not  want  to  look  into  one  of 
those  papers  ;  I  know  their  contents  well  enough  already,  i 
know  that  there  is  not  a  member  in  this  house  but  is  acquainted 
ivith  their  purport  also.  There  ought  therefore  to  be  no  delay 
in  entering  upon  this  matter  ;  we  ought  to  proceed  to  it  imme- 
diately. We  ought  to  seize  the  first  moment  to  open  the  door 
of  reconciliation.  The  Americans  will  never  be  in  a  temper  or 
state  to  be  reconciled  (they  ought  not  to  be)  till  the  troops  are 
withdrawn.  The  troops  are  a  perpetual  irritation  to  these  peo- 
ple: they  are  a  bar  to  all  confidence,  and  all  cordial  reconcile- 
ment. I  therefore,  my  lords,  move — That  an  humble  address 
be  presented  to  his  majesty,  most  humbly  to  advise  and  beseech 
his  majesty,  that,  in  order  to  open  the  w^ay  towards  an  happy 
settlement  of  the  dangerous  troubles  in  America,  by  beginning 
to  allay  ferments,  and  soften  animosities  there  ;  and  above  all, 
for  preventing,  in  the  mean  time,  any  sudden  and  fatal  catas- 
trophe at  Boston,  now  suffering  under  the  daily  irritation  of  an 
army,  before  their  eyes,  posted  in  tlieir  town,  it  may  graciously 
please  his  majesty,  that  immediate  orders  m.ay  be  dispatched  to 

general 
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general  Gage,  for  removing  lils  majesty's  forces  from  the  towru 
of  Boston,  as  soon  as  the  rigor  of  the  season,  and  other  circum- 
stances indispensible  to  the  safety  rmd  accomiiiodution  of  the 
said  troops,  may  render  the  same  practicable." 

"  The  way,  my  lords,  must  be  immediately  opened  for  re- 
conciliation. It  will  soon  be  too  late,  I  know  not  who  advised 
the  present  measures.  I  know  not  who  advises  to  a  pL-rsever- 
ance  and  enforcement  of  them  ;  but  this  I  will  say,  that  whoeveir 
advises  them  ought  to  answer  for  it,  at  his  utmost  ])enl. — I 
know  that  no  one  will  avow,  that  he  advised,  or  that  lie  was 
the  author  of  these  measures-:  every  one  shrinks  from  ths 
charge.  But  somebody  has  advised  his  majesty  to  these  mea- 
sures, and  if  his  majesty  continues  to  hear  such  evil  counsellors, 
his  majesty  will  be. undone.  His  majesty  indeed  my  wear  his 
crown  ;  but  the  American  jewel  out  of  it,  it  will  not  be  worth 
the  wearing." 

"  What  more  shall  I  say  ?  I  must  not  say,  that  the  king  is  be- 
trayed ;  but  this  I  will  say,  the  NATION  is  ruifled.  Whet 
foundation  have  we  for  our  claims  over  America  ?  What  is  our 
right  to  persist  in  such  cruel  and  vindictive  measures  again:.t 
that  loyal  and  respectable  people  ?  lliey  say  you  have  no  rigljt 
so  tax  them  without  their  consent.  Ihey  say  truly.  Represen- 
tation and  taxation  must  go  together  :  they  are  inseparable.  Yet 
there  is  hardly  a  man  in  our  streets,  though  so  poor  as  scarce  tG> 
be  able  to  get  his  daily  bread,  but  thinks  he  is  the  legislator  of 
America.  Our  Am.erican  subjects  is  a  common  phrase  in  the 
moutli  of  the  l-owest  orders  of  our  citizens  ;  but  property,  my 
iords,  is  the  sole  and  entire  dominion  of  the  owner  :  it  excludes 
all  the  world  besides  the  ow^ner.  None  can  intermeddle  with  it» 
It  is  a  unity;  a  mathematical  point.  Ititatatom;  untangibls 
by  any  but  the  proprietor.  Touch  it^— and  the  owner  loses  hi&. 
whole  propei-ty.  I'he  touch  contaminates  the  whole  mass  ;  the 
whole  property  vanishes.  The  touch  of  another  annihilates  it ; 
for  whatever  is  a  man's  own,  is  absolutely  and  exclusively  Lis 
own." 

"  In  the  last  parliament  all  was  anger — all  was  rage.  Admi- 
nistration-did  not  consider  what  was  practicable,  but  what  was 
revenge.  SiJie  chide  victoria  was  the  language  of  the  ministry 
last  sessions,  but  every  body  knew,  an  idiot  might  know,  that 
such  would  not  be  the  issue.  But  the  ruin  of  the  nation  was  a 
matter  of  no  concern,  if  administration  might  be  revenged.  A- 
mericans  were  abused,  misrepresented,  and  traduced  in  the  most 
atrocious  manner,  in  order  to  give  a  colour,  and  urge  on  the  most 
precipitate,  unjust^  cruel^  and  vindictive  measures-  that  ever  dis- 
graced a  nation/' 
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Gnossius  hasc.Rhadamanthus  habet  durissima  regna, 
Casiig  at  que,  AUDIT  que  dolos. 

"  My  lords,  the  very  infernal  spirits,  they  chastise^  castigatquei 
sed  audiique,  my  lords.  The  very  spiiirs  of  the  infernal  regions 
HEAR  before  they  punish.  But  how  have  these  respectable  peo- 
ple behaved  under  all  their  grievances  ?  With  unexampled  pa- 
tience,  with  unparalleled  wisdom.  They  chose  delegates  by 
their  free  suffrages  :  no  bribery,  no  corruption,  no  influence 
here,  my  lords.  Their  representatives  meet  with  the  sentiments 
and  temper,  and  speak  the  sense  of  the  continent.  For  genuine 
sap-acity,  for  singular  moderation,  for  soUd  wisdom,  manly  spi- 
rits  sublime  sentiments  and  simplicity  of  language,  for  every 
thing  respectable  and  honorable,  the  congress  of  Philadelphia 
shine  unrivalled.  This  wise  people  speak  out.  They  do  not 
hold  the  language  of  slaves  ;  they  tell  you  what  they  mean.— 
They  do  not  ask  you  to  repeal  your  laws  as  a  favor  ;  they  claim 
it  as  a  right  ;  they  demand  it.  They  tell  you,  they  will  not  sub* 
mit  to  them  ;  and  I  tell  you  the  acts  m^ust  be  repealed  ;  they 
will  be  repealed  \  you  cannot  enforce  them.  The  ministry  are 
checker-mated.  They  have  a  move  to  make  on  the  board  ;  and 
yet  not  a  move  but  they  are  ruined. 

Repeal,  therefore,  my  lords,  I  say.  But  bare  repeal  will  not 
satisfy  this  enlightened  and  spirited  people.  What !  repeal  a 
bit  of  paper :  repeal  a  piece  of  parchment !  That  alone  won't 
do,  my  lords.  You  must  go  through.  You  must  declare  you 
have  no  right  to  tax  ;  then  they  may  trust  you  ;  then  they  will 
have  confidence  in  you.  I  have  heard  a  noble  lord  speak,  who 
seemed  to  lay  some  blame  upon  general  Gage.  I  think  that  ho- 
norable gentleman  has  behaved  with  great  prudence  and  becom- 
ing caution.  He  has  entrenched  himself  and  strengthened  his 
fortifications.  I  don't  know  what  he  could  do  more.  His  situ- 
ation puts  me  in  mind  of  a  similar  transaction  in  the  civil  wars  of 
France,  when  the  great  Condee  on  one  side,  and  Marshall  Tu- 
lenne  on  the  other,  with  large  armies  lay  many  weeks  very  near 
each  other.  Turenne,  conscious  of  the  terrible  consequences 
of  a  victory  to  himself  and  country,  though  the  armies  were  se- 
veral days  in  sight  of  each  other,  never  came  to  a  battle.  On 
his  return  to  the  court  of  France,  the  queen  asked  him,  ''  Why, 
Alarshall,  I  think  you  lay  several  days  in  sight  of  your  enemy, 
and  you  might  have  been  up  with  him  at  any  time  ;  pray  why 
did  you  net  take  him  ?"  The  general  very  shrewdly  replied, 
*'  SlK)uld  1  have  taken  him,   please  your  majesty,  I  was  afraid 

all  Paris  would  have  taken  me." ^My  lords,  there  are  three 

millions  of  whigs.     Three  millions   of  whigs,  my  lords,  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  are  a  very   formidable  body.     'Twas  the 

whigsj 
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vvhigs,  my  lords,  that  set  his  majesty's  royal  ancestors  upon  the 
throne  of  England.  I  hope,  my  lords,  there  :ue  yet  double  the 
number  of  vvhigs  in  England  that  there  are  in  America.  I  hope 
the  whigs  of  both  countries  will  join  and  make  a  common  cause. 
L'cland  is  _\viththe  Anjericans  to  _aj2icm.  Tlie  vvhigs  of  that 
country  will,  TilTll  those  ot"  thiscountry  ought,  to  think  the 
American  cause  their  own.  'I'licy  are  allied  to  each  other  in 
sentiment  and  interest,  united  in  one  great  j)rinciple  of  defence 
and  resistance  ;  they  ouglit  therefore,  and  will  run  to  embrace 
and  support  their  brethren.  The  cause  of  ship-money  was  the 
cause  of  all  the  whigs  of  England.  You  shall  not  take  viij  mo- 
ney without  )njj  consent ^  is  the  doctrine  and  language  of  whigs. 
It  is  the  doctrine  and  voice  of  whigs  in  America,  and  whigs 
here.  It  is  the  doctrine  in  support  o:  which  1  do  not  know  how 
many  names  1  could — i  may  call  in  this  house  ;  among  the  Hv- 
ing  I  cannot  say  how  many  I  could,  to  join  with  me  and  main- 
tain these  doctrines  with  their  blood  ;  but  among  the  dead  I 
could  raise  an  host  innumerable.  And,  my  lords,  at  this  day., 
there  are  very  many  sound,  substantial,  honest  whigs,  wl^o 
oueht,  and  who  will  consider  the  American  controversy  as  a 
great  common  cause. 

*'  My  lords,  consistent  with  the  preceding  doctrines,  and 
with  what  I  have  ever  and  shall  continue  to  mamtain,  I  say,  I 
shall  oppose  America  whenever  I  see  her  aiming  at  thro vv-ing  off 
the  navigation  act,  and  other  regulatory  acts  of  trade,  made 
bo7ia  fide  for  that  purpose,  and  wisely  framed  and  calculated  for 
reciprocation  of  interest,  and  the  general  extended  welfare  and 
security  of  the  whole  empire.  It  is  suggested  such  is  their  de- 
sign. I  see  no  evidence  of  it.  But  to  come  at  a  certain  know- 
ledge of  their  sentiments  and  designs  or  this  head,  it  would  be 
proper  iirst  to  do  them  justice.  'IVeat  them  as  subjects  before 
you  treat  them  as  aliens,  rebels,  and  traitors." 

"  My  lords,  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  taking- 
some  healing  measurs  at  this  most  alarming  distracted  state  of 
our  affairs,  though  bowed  down  wdth  a  cruel  disease,  I  have 
crawled  to  this  house,  to  give  you  my  best  experience  and  coun- 
sel ;  and  my  advice  is  to  beseech  his  majesty,  he.  he.  This  is 
the  best  I  can  think  of.  It  will  convince  America  that  you  mean 
to  try  her  cause  in  the  spirit  and  by  the  laws  of  freedom  and 
fair  enquiry,  and  not  by  codes  of  blood.  How  can  she  now  trust 
you,  with  the  bayonet  at  her  breast  ?  She  has  all  the  reason  in 
the  world  now  to  believe  you  mean  her  death  or  bondage." 

*'  Thus  entered  on  the  threshhold  of  this  business,  i  will  knock; 
at  your  gates  for  justice  without  ceasing,  unless  inveterate  intir- 
niities  stav  my  hand,     Mv  lords,  I  pledge  myself  never  to  leave 

Vol.  1.  '         O  0  this 
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this  business  ;  Iwill  pursue  it  to  the  end  in  every  shape.  I  will 
never  fail  of  my  attendance  on  it,  at  every  step  and  period  of 
this  great  matter,  unless  nailed  down  to  my  bed  by  the  severity 
of  disease.  My  lords,  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost;  every  mo- 
ment is  big  with  dangers.  Nay,  while  I  am  now  speaking,  th^. 
decisive  blow  may  be  strnck,  and  millions  involved  in  the  eon- 
sequence.  The  very  first  drop  of  blood  will  make  a  wound 
that  will  not  easily  be  skinned  over.  Years,  perhaps  ages  may 
not  Ileal  it.  It  will  be  iii'itabilc  lulnus^  a  wound  of  that  rancor- 
ous, malignant,  corroding,  festering  nature,  that  i^i  all  probabi- 
lity it  will  mortify  the  v/hole  body.  Let  us  then,  my  lords,  set 
to  this  business  in  earnest,  not  take  it  up  by  bits  and  scraps  as- 
formerly,  just  as  exigencies  pressed,  without  any  regard  to  the 
general  relations,  connections  and  dependencies..  1  would  not 
by  any  thing  I  have  said,  my  lords,  be  thought  to  encourage 
America  to  proceed  beyond  the  right  line.  I  reprobate  all  acts 
of  violence  by  her  mobiiitv,  but  when  her  inherent  constituti- 
onal rights  are  invaded,  those  rights  that  she  has  an  equitable- 
claim  to  the  full  enjoym.ent  of  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
English  constitution,  and  ingrafted  thereon  by  the  fundamental 
laws  of  nature,  then  I  own  myself  an  American^  and  feeling 
myself  such,  shall  to  the  verge  of  my  life,  vindicate  those  rights 
against  all  men  who  strive  to  trample  upon  or  oppose  them." 

From  the  effects  of  this  speech  on  the  great  audience  with- 
out the  bar,  and  from  my  own  emotions  and  feelings,  the  mira- 
cles of  ancient  eloquence — the  blaze  of  genius  and  the  burst  of 
thought — -with  which  Grecian  and  Roman  orators  have  beea 
said  to  work  wonders  in  the  senate  and  the  field,  no  longer  ap- 
peared fabulous. 

Lord  Camden  spoke  next  on  the  -side  of  America,  and  in  sup» 
port  of  the  miOtion.  He  equalled  lord  Chatham  in  every  thing 
but  that  fire  and  pathos  which  are  the  forte  of  his  lordship.  In 
learning,  perspicuity,  and  pure  eloquence,  probably  no  one  ever 
surpassed  lord  Camden. 

His  lordship  opened  briefly  upon  the  nature  of  property,  the 
right  of  taxation,  and  its  inseparability  from  representation.  "  My 
lords  (he  said)  I  will  not  enter  into  the  large  field  of  collateral 
reasoning  applicable  to  the  abstruse  distinetions  touching  the  om- 
nipotence of  parliament.  I'he  declaratory  law  sealed  my  mouth. 
But  this  I  will  say,  not  only  as  a  statesman,  politician  and  phi- 
losopher, but  as  a  common  lawyer,  my  lords,  you  have  na 
right  to  tax  America,  I  have  searched  the  matter.  I  repeat  it>. 
my  lords,  you  have  no  right  to  tax  America.  The  natural  rights^, 
of  man,  and  the  immutable  laws  of  nature,  are  all  with  that  peo- 
ple.    Much  stress  is  laid  on  the  supreme  legislative  authority  o§ 

Greatr- 
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Great- Britain,  and  so  far  as  the  doctrine  is  directed  to  its  pro- 
per object,  1  accede  to  it.  But  it  is  equally  true,  according  to 
all  approved  writers  on  govcrjiment,  that  no  man,  agreeable  to 
the  principles  of  natural  of  civil  liberty,  can  be  divested  of  any 
part  of  his  property  without  his  consent.  Evcrv  thing  has  been 
staked  on  this  single  position,  that  acts  of  parliament  must  be 
obeyed;  but  this  general,  uncdiiditional,  unlimited  assertion,  I 
am  far  from,  chinking  applicable  to  every  possible  case  that  may 
arise  in  the  turn  of  times»  For  my  j)art,  I  imagine  that  a  pow- 
er resulting  from  a  trust  arbitrarily  exercised,  may  be  lawlully  ■ 
resisted  ;  whether  the  power  is  lodged  iu  a,collective  body,  or 
i^inglc  person,  in  the  few  or  the  many.  However  modified 
makes  iio  difference.  Whenever  the  trust  is  wrested  to  the  in- 
jury of  the  people,  whenever  oppression  begins,  all  is  unlaw- 
ful and  unjust;  and  resistance  of  course  becomes  lawful  and 
right.  But  some  lords  tell  us  seriously,  that  adniinistration  must 
reduce  the  Americans  to  ebcdicnccand  submission  ;  that  is,  you 
must  make  them  absolute  and  infamous  slaves,  and  then-- — - 
what?  We  will,  ray  they,. give  them  full  liberty.  Ah  !  is  thif: 
the  nature  of  man?.  No  my  lords,  I  v/ould  not  trust -myself,  • 
American  as  I  am,  in  this  situation.  I  do  not  think  I  should, 
in  that  case,  be  myself  for  giving  of  them  liberty.  No,  if  they 
submitted  to  such  unjust,  such  cruel,  such  degrading  slavery,  I 
should  think  they  were  made  for  slaves  ;  that  servility  w^as  suit- 
ed to  their  nature  and  genius,  I  should  think  they  would  best 
serve  tliis  country  as  their  slaves  ;  that  their  servility  would  be 
for  the  benefit  cf  Great-Britain  ;  and  I  should  be  for  keeping 
such  Cappadocians  in  a  state  of  servitude,  such  as  was  suited  to 
their  constitution,  and  might- redound  much  to  our  advantage." 

"  My  lords,  some  noble  lords  talk  very  much  of  resistance  to 
acts  of  parliamer»t.  King,  lords,  and  commons,  arc  line  sound- 
ing names..  But,  m.y  lords,  acts  of  parHament  have. been  re- 
sisted in  all  ages.  King,  lords,  and  commons,  may  becom.e  ty- 
rants as  well  as  others-  Tyranny  in  one  or  more  is  the  same. 
It  is  as  lawful  to  resist  the  tyranny  of  many  as  of  one.  Some- 
body once  asked  the  great  Mr.  Sddon^  in  what  law-book,  in 
what  records  or  archives  of  the  state,  you  might  find  the  law  for 
resisting  tyranny.  ''  1  don't  know-(said  Mr.  Seldon)  whether  it 
is  worth  your  while  to  look  deeply  into,  the  books  upon  this 
matter;  but  I'll  tell  you  w^hat  is  most  certain,  that  it  has  always 
been  the  custom  of  England— and  the  custom  of  England  is 
the  law  of  the  land." 

*'  There  is  a  gentleman,  whom  I  need  not  name,  his  works  are 
well  received  and  well  known,  who  avoids  stating  any  rule  when 
resistance  is  lawful ;  and  he  lays  down  the  revolution  as  the  only 
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precedent.  He  says,  that  the  various  circumstances,  events,  and 
incident  that  may  justify,  cannot  be  defined  ;  but  the  people  at 
Jarge  will  judge  of  their  welfare  and  happiness,  and  act  according^ 
ly.  The  same  writer  says,  that  whenever  a  case  exactly  similar  in 
all  its  parts  and  circumstances  to  the  revolution,  when  a  case  shall 
run  upon  all  fours  with  that,  then  the  law  seems  to  be  settled 
that  resistance  is  lawful.  I  do  not  pretend  to  quote  his  words.  I 
think  his  meaning  is  very  much  as  I  have  stated  it.  But  un- 
doubtedly in  cases  in  many  respects  dissimilar,  but  in  equal  de- 
gree tyrannical  and  oppressive,  resistance  may  be  lawful,  and 
the  people  in  all  ages,  countries,  and  climes,  have  at  tim.es  known 
these  things,  and  they  have,  and  will  for  ever  act  accordingly/' 

Lord  Shelburne,  in  the  course  of  his  argument,  said,  *'  My 
lords,  we  know,  we  all  know,  that  justice  and  injustice,  right 
and  wrong,  are  not  at  all  considered  in  the  course  of  our  parli- 
amentary proceedings.  We  all  know  that  nothing  is  debated 
in  parliament  for  information  or  conviction,  but  for  mere  form. 
JEvery  thing  is  considered  in  the  cabinet,  and  brought  into 
parliament,  not  for  consideration,  but  for  the  sanction  of  the 
legislature,  and  the  screening  the  counsellors  of  the  king.  The 
measures  of  parliament  are  the  measures  of  the  minister ;  and 
the  measures  of  this  minister  arc  very  often  those  of  his  com- 
missioner." The  marquis  of  Rockingham  also  supported  the 
motion. 

Lords  Littleton,.  Suffolk,  Gower,  Townssnd,  Rochford,  and' 
Weymouth,  spoke  in  opposition.  I  omit  relating  what  their 
lordships  said,  lest  I  should  be  suspected  by  anv  who  ,may  see 
this  journal,  of  an  unfair  report  of  their  speeches.  But  a  very 
remarkable  saying  of  lord  G/.rfc*t<^  I  cannot  omit.  His  lord- 
ship said,  "  I  am  for  enforcing  these  measures  (and  with  great 
sneer  and  contempt)  let  the  Americans  sit  talking  about  thek 
natural  and  divine  rights,  their  rights  as  men  and  citizens,, 
their  rights  from  God  and  nature." 

The  house,  at  about  ten,  divided  after  the  preceding  de- 
bates on  the  question, — Contents  18 — Non^ontents  17,  in= 
eluding  proxies. 

Thus  far  from  Mr.  Qnincy's  papers. 
^  The  language  of  the  lords  in  administration;  was  high  and  de- 
cisive. And  it  was  declared,  tliat  the  mother  country  should 
never  relax  till  America  confessed  her  supremacy  ;.  and  it  was 
acknowledged  to  be  the  ministerial  resolution,  to  enforce  obe- 
(dience  by  arms. 

The  principal  trading  and  manufacturing  towns  in  the  king- 
doni,  having  waited  to  regulate  their  conduct  as  to  American 
affairs,  by  that  of  thc.m.erchants  of  London  and  Bristol,  fol~ 
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lowed  the  example  oi  these  two  great  commercial  bodies,  and 
prepared  petitions  upon  that  subject  to  be  presented  to  parlia- 
ment. 

[  Ian.  23.]  The  petition  from  the  merchants  of  London  was 
of  course  the  first  delivered,  and  it  was  moved  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  Ameri- 
can papers ;  but  it  was  moved  by  way  of  amendment  on  the 
ministerial  side,  that  it  should  be  referred  to  a  separate  commit- 
tee to  meet  on  the  27th,  the  day  succeeding  that  appointed  for 
the  consideration  of  American  papers.  This  was  objected  to  as  a 
shameful  pitiful  evasion  ;  but  upon  the  question's  being  put,  the 
amendment  was  carried,  1 97  against  ^\,  who  supported  the  ori- 
ginal motion- 

A  similar  fate  attended  the  petitions  from  Bristol,  Glasgow, 
Norwich,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Birmingham,  Wolverhamp- 
ton, Dudley,  and  some  other  places  ;  all  of  which,  in  turn,  were 
consigned  to  w^iat  the  opposition  termed  the  committee  of  ob- 
livion. 

[Jan.  26.]  On  the  day  appointed  for  the  consideration  of 
American  affair  a  secondhand  very  strong  petition  was  present- 
ed from  the  merchants  of  London.  On  which  it  was  moved, 
that  the  order  for  referring  the  merchants  petition  to  a  separate 
committee  should  be  discharged,  and  that  it  should  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  appointed  to  consider  the 
American  affairs.  The  indignity  and  mockery  offered  to  so 
great  a  body  as  the  merchants  of  London  by  the  late  resolution, 
which  with'an  insidious  affectation  of  civility,  received  the  peti- 
tion with  one  hand,  and  threw  it  out  of  the  window  with  the  o- 
ther,  was  painted  in  strong  colours.  All  the  debates,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  petitions,  w^cre  attended  with  an  unusual  degree  of 
asperity,  and  even  acrimony  on  the  side  of  opposition.  The 
conduct  also  of  the  late  parliament  was  scrutinized  without  mer- 
cy, and  its  memory  treated  with  more  than  want  of  respect.  A 
gentleman,  remarkable  for  a  sarcastic  poignancy  in  his  observa- 
tions, in  sketching  a  short  history  of  that  parliament,  said,  that 
they  began  their  political  life  with  a  violation  of  the  sacred  right 
of  eleclmn  in  the  case  of  Middlesex  ;  that  they  had  died  in  the 
act  of  popery,  when  they  established  the  Roman  Cotholic  religi^ 
on  in  Canada ;  and  that  they  had  left  a  rebellion  in  America  as 
a  legacy.  The  question  was  rejected  upon  a  division  by  a  very- 
great  majority. 

Though  it  was  then  late,  a  petition  was  offered  from  Mr.  Bol- 
lan,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Lee,  siating  that  they  were  author- 
ised by  the  American  continental  congress,  to  present  a  petition 
,  from  the  congress  to  the  kinr^,  whicli  petition  his  majesty  had  re- 
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ferred  to  that  house,  and  that  they  were  enabled  to  throw  great 
■li^ht  upon  the  subject :  they  prayed  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  in  sup- 
port of  the  said  petition.  A  violent  debate  ensued.  The  muiis-  ^ 
try  alledged,  that  the  congress  was  no  legal  body,  and  none  could' 
be  heard  in  reference  to  its  proceedings,  without  giving  that  il-. 
legal  body  some  degree  of  countenance,.  It  was  answered,^  that 
the  congress,  however  illegal  as  to  other  purposes,  was  sufficient^ 
ly  legal%r  presenting  a  petition.  It  was  signed  by  the  names  of 
ail  the  persons  who  com.posed  it,  and  might  be  received  as  from 
Individuals.  -  It  was  said^  That  it  was  their  business  rather  to- 
find  every  pfausible  reason  for  receiving  petitions,  than  to  invent 
pretences  for  rejecting  them  •  that  the  rejection  of  petitions  was 
one  principal,  if  not  the  most  pov^crful  cause  of  the  present 
troubles  :  and  that  this  mode  of  constantly  rejecting  their  petiti- 
ons, and  refusing  to  hear  their  agents,  would  infallibly  end  in 
universal  rebellionv  and  not  unnaturally,,  as  those  seem  to  give- 
up  the  rights  of  government,  who  refuse  to  hear  the  complaints- 
of  the  subject.  The  ministry  insulted  the  petition  as  containing 
nothing  but  pretended  grievances,  while  they  refused  to  hear 
and  discuss  it.  It  was  l-cjected  by  218  to  68.  This  rejection 
must  have  been  foreseen  by  all  ^rho  knew,  that  on  the  fourth  of 
the  month,  Lord  Dartmouth,  by  the  king's  orders,  had  written 
a  circular  letter  to  the  governors  of  his  majesty's  colonies,  requi- 
ring them  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  prevent  the  holding 
of  any  more  congresses  ;  and  that  the  American  grievances  were 
in  the  letter  termed  pretendccL  This  letter  was  written  a  few 
rfays  after  the  petition  had  met  with  an  apparent  gracious  re- 
ception, and  had  been  promised  a  due  consideration  ;  but  pro- 
bably not  before  favorable  advices  had  been  received  respecting 
the  New- York  assembly.- 

It  was  evident,  that  both  houses  of  parliament  were  ready  to 
adopt  anv  measures  which  administration  should  propose  ;  and 
it  was  confidently  believed  and  asserted,  that  when  the  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  were  deprived  of  all  hopes  of  pre- 
venting the  operation  of  force,  it  would  then  become  their  inte- 
rest to  give  all  possible  effect  to  it.  They  would  thus  become  by 
degrees,  a  principal  support  of  tiiat  cause  which  they  now  so  ea- 
gerlv  opposed. 

The  opinion  of  the  cfhcacy  of  a  forcible  mode  of  proceeding 
in  America,  and  the  hopes  of  compeUing  a  great  body  at  home 
to  concurrence,  have  made  the  ministers  more  and  more  resolved 
to  go  through,  and  complete  the  plan  with  which  they  have  be- 
gun. It  may  however  be  much  doubted,  whether  they  suspect 
that  tlie  American  contest  will  end  in  blood.  Some  of  them  in 
sll  probability  have  such  a  iirm  reliance  upon  Mr.  Hutchinson's 
•  judgment, 
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judgment,  as  to  flatter  themselves  that  the  colonists  will  give 
v/ay  to  lliosc  ap{)earances  of  coercion,  wliich  they  have  adopted, 
and  mean  further  to  adopt ;  and  so  have  engaged  in  the  present 
hazardous  pohtics,  in  hopes  oi'  enjoying  a.  hJoodless  conquest, 
zml  therein  a  complete  triumph  over  all  opposiLioj). 

[Feb.  8.]  Lord  Chatham  persevered  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
conciliatory  scheme  with  America,  and  accordingly  brc^ught  into 
the  house  of  lords  the  outlines  of  a  bill,  which  he  hoped  woukt 
answer  that  salutarv  purpose,  under  tiie  title  of  **  A  provincial 
act  for  settling  the  troubles  in  America,  and  for  asserting  the  su- 
preme legislative  authority,  and  superintending  power  of  Grcat- 
I3ritain  over  die  coionrcs." 

This  bill  caused  a  variety  of  discussion  within  and  without 
doars.  The  ministry  observed,  that  it  v/as  a  proposition  of  re- 
conciliation by  concession,  which  v/as  cause  sufficient  to  induce 
them  to  reject  it ;  their  plan  bemg,  ul  present,  to  shov/  a  firm 
resolution  not  to  give  way  in  any  instance,  while  the  opposition 
in  America  continued.  It  was  usual  in  parhament  to  reject,  on 
the  first  proposition,  any  bill  for  any  object  allowed  to  be  neces- 
sary ;  and  promising,  however  faintly  or  rudely,  any  plan  for 
obtaining  the  end  proposed.  But  the  proceeding  on  this  occa- 
sion was  different.  I'hey  condemned  without  reserve  the  bill 
in  the  whole,  and  in  all  its  parts  ;  and  it  was  moved,  and  strongly 
supported  by  all  the  lords  on  the  side  of  administration,  that  the- 
bill  be  rejected  in  the  first  instance..  The  noble  framer  defended 
himself  and  his  l>ill  from  the  numerous  attacks  which  were  made 
on  both,,  with  great  spirit  and  vigor..  Tlie  indignity  offered  him» 
seemed  to  renew  all  the  fire  of  youth  ;  and  he  retorted  the  sar- 
chasms,  which  wxre  levelled  at  him  from  ditierent  quarters,  with 
a  most  pointed  severity.  The  nature  of  the  subjects  debated,  and 
the  state  of  temper  on  both  sides,  produced  muchw^armth,  severe 
altercation,  and  even  personal  animadversion.  The  bill  was  re- 
jected by  a  majority  of  61  to  32,  not  being  allowed  to  lie  upon 
the  table.  The  rejection  of  it  may  be  of  no  disservice  to  the  co- 
lonists. It  contained  in  it,  a  proposal  to  require  of  congress  th.e 
making  of  a  free  grant  to  tlic  king,  of  a  certain  perpetual  reve- 
nue, subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  British  parliament ;  and  con- 
gress was  to  adjust  the  proportions  of  the  several  charges  to  be 
borne  by  each  province  toward  tlie  gen^^rai  conti'ibutory  supply> 
Had  it  passed  into  an  act,  the  colonists  might  not  have  united  iv\ 
tlie  proposal,  but  dangerous  divisions  have  followed,  so  that  you 
may  have  no  occasion  to  regret  its  fate,  especially  as  that  will 
strengthen  your  union,  and  increase  vour  friends. 

A  petition  was  presented  to  tlie  commons,  from  the  planters  of 
tke  sugar  colonies  lasiding  in  Great-Biitain,  and  the  meichanti 


296  The   HISTORY  of  the  [J,  JD.  1775. 

of  London  trading  to  those  colonies,  setting  forth  the  distress  to 
which  the  West-India  islands  will  be  reduced,  unless  the  former 
harmony  between  this  kingdom  and  the  American  colonies  is  re- 
stored. Like  all  the  former  upon  the  subject,  it  was  referred  to 
the  established  petition  committee.  The  day  it  was  presented, 
the  minister  opened  his  designs  in  respect  to  Amierica.  Having 
prepared  the  way  by  a  speech,  he  moved  for  an  address  to  the 
idng,  and  for  a  conference  with  the  lords,  that  it  might  be  the 
joint  address  of  both  houses.  The  address  returns  thanks  for  the 
communication  of  the  American  papers  ;  and  declares,  that  they 
lind  from  them,  that  a  rebdiioii  actually  exists  within  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  ;  that  the  parties  concerned  in  it 
have  been  countenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful  combinati- 
ons and  engagements  entered  into,  in  several  of  the  other  coio^ 
nies  ;  that  they  never  can  relinquish  any  part  of  the  sovereign  au- 
thority over  all  the  dominions,  which  by  law  is  vested  in  his  ma- 
jesty and  the  two  houses  of  parliament ;  but  they  ever  have  been, 
and  always  shall  be  ready  to  pay  attention  and  regard  to  any  real 
grievances  of  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  which  shall  in  a  duti- 
ful and  constitutional  manner  be  laid  before  them  ;  but  at  the 
same  time  they  beseech  his  majesty  to  take  the  most  effectual 
measures  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  authority  of  the  su- 
preme legislature  ;  and  in  the  most  solemn  manner  assure  him, 
that  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  properties,  they  will  stand  by 
him  against  all  rebellious  attempts,  in  the  maintenance  of  the  just 
rights  of  his  majesty  and  the  two  houses  of  parliament. 

Lord  North  then  gave  a  sketch  of  the  measures  he  intended 
to  pursue,  which  were  to  send  a  greater  force  to  America,  and 
to  bring  in  a  temporary  act  to  put  a  stop  to  all  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  different  colonies  of  New-England,  particularly  their  fish- 
ery on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  till  they  returned  to  their 
duty. 

The  address  was  so  loaded  with  consequences,  the  extent  of 
which  could  not  be  defined,  that  it  called  up  all  the  powers  of 
opposition  ;  and  even  some  few  of  the  most  moderate  in  the 
house  seemed  to  feel  a  kind  of  horror,  at  entering  upon  a  mea- 
sure so  dangerous  in  the  tendency,  and  inexplicable  in  the 
event. 

A  gentleman,  of  the  first  eminence  in  the  law,  followed  the 
minister  through  the  whole  detailof  his  speech,  and  answered  the 
different  positions.  He  insisted,  that  having  examined  with  legal 
precision  the  definitions  of  treason,  the  Americans  were  not  in 
rebellion,  and  said,  *'  Whatever  the  disorders  may  be,  they  are 
created  by  the  conduct  of  those,  whose  views  are  to  establish  des- 
potism, iind  whigh  are  manifestly  directed  to  reduce  America  to 
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the  most  abject  state  of  servility,  as  a  prelude  to  the  rcah/Jn^ 
the  same  wicked  system  in  the  mother  country.'*  He  concluded 
by  maintaining,  that  an  opposition  to  arbitrary  measures  is  war- 
ranted by  the  constitution,  and  established  by  precedent. 

The  other  gentlemen  ot"  tlie  minority  entered  but  little  into 
the  juridical  part  of  the  debate  \  but  maintained,  that  it  would  be 
imprudent  for  the  parliament  at  this  time  to  declare  tiie  distur-' 
bances  rebellious.  They  said,  "  It  is  well  known  no  act  of  vio- 
lence has  been  committed  in  the  Ahissachusetts  Bay,  which  has 
not  been  Cfjualled  by  something  similar  in  every  other  province, 
and  sometimes  even  exceeded  by  acts  of  a  more  heinous  nature ; 
that  therefore  the  only  effect  of  this  violent,  but  partial  declara- 
tion of  rebellion,  will  be  to  delude  ourselves  into  })reparations  of 
hostility,  as  if  against  one  province  only,  when  in  truth  we  have 
to  contend  with  twelve." 

On  the  otiier  side,  the  crown  law^ycrs  and  ministerial  debaters 
maintained,  that  such  Americans  as  come  within  certain  descrip- 
tions, and  have  been  guilty  of  certain  acts,  and  still  persevere  in 
the  support  and  commission  of  such  acts,  are  in  a  state  of  actual 
rebellion  ;  that  the  punishment  of  a  fewof  the  worst  sort  of  trait- 
ors, such  as  Hancock  and  his  crew,  may  be  sufficient  to  teach 
the  rest  their  duty  in  future  ;  and  that  the  boasted  union  of  the 
colonies  w^ill  dissolve  the  moment  parliament  shows  itself  resol- 
ved on  vigorous  and  severe  measures.  Some  gentlemen  of  rank 
in  the  army,  treated  all  idea  of  resistance  by  the  Americans  with 
the  utmost  contempt.  They  said,  "They  are  neither  soldiers, 
nor  ever  can  be  made  so,  being  naturally  of  a  pusillanimous  dis- 
position, and  utterly  incapable  of  any  sort  of  order  or  discipline  ; 
4ind  by  their  laziness,  uncleanliness,  and  radical  defect  of  con- 
stitution, they  are  disabled  from  going  through  the  service  of  a 
campaign,  but  will  meltaw^ay  w^ith  sickness  before  they  can  face 
an  enemy  ;  so  that  a  slight  force  will  be  more  than  sufficient  for 
their  complete  reduction."  Many  ludicrous  stories  to  that  pur- 
port were  told,  greatly  to  the  entertainment  of  the  house.  A 
motion  however  w^as  made  for  an  amendment,  which,  upon  a 
division,  was  rejected  by  a  large  majority,  304  against  105.  The 
question  being  then  put  for  the  address,  was  carried  by  nearly 
tlie  same  majority. 

But  the  minority  had  not  done  with  the  business,  [Feb.  5.] 
Upon  receiving  the  report  from  the  committee  a  few  days  after, 
a  noble  lord  made  a  motion  to  re-commit  the  address,  and  sup- 
ported it  with  many  arguments.  He  stated  our  domestic  situati- 
on, and  inferred  the  impropriety  and  danger  of  a  declaration  from 
that  house,  of  the  existence  of  a  rebellion  in  any  part  of  our  do- 
minions ;  and  showsd  the  desperate  measures  into  which  it  might 
Vol,  L  P  p  precipitate 
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precipitate  the  Americans,  and  the  advantage  that  might  be  taken 
of  such  an  occasion  by  our  powerful  and  watchful  neighbor^, 
whose  ancient  enmity  and  jealousy  were  much  increased  by  the 
glory  we  had  acquired,  and  the  disgrace  and  loss  they  had  suffer- 
ed in  the  last  war.  He  said,  *'  My  head  and  my  heartjoin  in  depre- 
cating the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  which  will  be  rendered  still  more 
dreadful,  by  its  involving  in  it  certain  consequences,  a  foreign 
one  with  the  combined  forces  of  great  and  powerful  nations." 

This  motion  introduced  the  longest  and  most  interesting  de- 
bate that  liad  taken  place  in  the  new  parliament.  It  was  acknow- 
ledged on  all  hands,^that  the  present  crisis  was  the  most  perilous 
and  intricate  in  which  the  nation  had  been  involved  since  the 
revolution.  It  was  contended  by  those  w^ho  opposed  the  moti- 
on, that  the  Americans  w.ere  not  to  be  w^on  by  kindness,  or  re- 
tamed  by  benefits  ;  and  that  the  tenderness,  which  had  been 
constantly  practised  by  government,  had  produced  the  present 
fatal  consequences.  'Ihe  danger  from  foreign  powers  support- 
ing the  Americans,  was  said  to  be  imaginary  :  and  it  was  still 
contended  by  several  that  an  appearance  of  vigorous  measures, 
^vith  some  reinforcement  of  the  troops  at  Boston,  would  prove 
sufficient  to  quell  the  disturbances  in  America,  without  the  draw« 
ing  of  blood. 

On  the  other  side,  the  address  was  stigmatized  as  cruel,  san- 
guinary, and  unjust.  It  was  urged,  "  The  Americans  have 
given  the  strongest  and  most  unequivocal  demonstrations  of  their 
lilial  piety  toward  the  mother  country.  They  have  fought  and 
bled  by  our  side.  In  the  present  state  of  <li&traction,  they  require 
no  more  for  the  restoration  of  harmony,  tlian  to  be  placed  in  the 
same  situation  they  w^ere.  in  at  the  close  of  the  last  war.  They 
have  been  nursed  up,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  in  ideas  of  cer- 
tain rights,  of  which,  the  electing  of  their  own  representatives, 
iind  the  disposal  of  their  own  money  for  the  public  service  only- 
through  them,  are  among  the  principal.  If  this  is  an  error,  tbe 
crown  and  parliament  are  equally  faulty  with  the  Americans,  ha- 
ving in  their  w^hole  conduct  constantly  nourished  the  delusion. 
At  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act,  tv/o  of  the  iirst  names 
of  this  kingdom,  for  ability  as  well  as  legal  knowledge,  beside 
many  others,  utterly  denied  the  right  of  taxation..  Is  it  thea 
■to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  Americans,  with  such  authorities 
on  their  side,  are  tenacious  of  a  right  so  invaluable  in  its  nature, 
which  has  at  aU  times  been  considered  as  the  distinction  between 
freemen  and  slaves,  which  has  been  confirmed  by  so  long  a  pre- 
scription, and  upon  which,  to  this  instant,  the  wisest  and  honest- 
est  men,  even  in  the  mother  country,  are  divided  in  opinion  ? — ► 
Philip  the  second,  and  his  seventeen  prgviiices,  are  the  counter- 

part 
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part  of  what  we  are  acting.  In  comparing  the  probability  of  e- 
vents,  can  any  man  say,  (jveai-Diitain  has  such  a  prospect  of 
victory  in  the  event  as  Spain  might  then  liave  expected  ?  If  we 
imagine  that  the  powers  of  Europe  will  sit  still  during  this  con- 
test, we  must  suppose  a  system  of  policy  now  to  ])revail,  or  ra- 
ther an  extension  of  folly,  all  over  Europe,  which  nc\cr  before 
was  known  in  any  period  of  its  existence. 

Much  ill  temper  appeared  in  every  p^iit  of  the  house  in  the 
course  of  these  debates.-  The  miiiistry  were  charged  with  act- 
ing uniformly  and  systematically  upon  tory  and  arbitrary  princi- 
ples, which  had  thrown  the  whole  empire  into  a  state  of  confu- 
sion and  distraction.  '*  In  a  word,"  it  was  said,  '•  the  shore  and 
simple  question  before  the  house  is,  whether  we  shall  lose  the 
colonies,  or  give  up  our  ministry." 

The  ministry,  on  the  other  hand,  talked  much  about  faction 
at  home,  and  republican  principles  ;  and  the  Americans  being 
spirited  up  to  their  rebellion  by  incendiary  writers  and  speakers 
in  England.  After  a  debate,  which  continued  till  half  an  hour 
after  two  in  the  morning,  the  motion  for  the  re-commitment  of 
the  address  was  rejected  by  nearly  the  former  majority. 

When  it  was  nn)ved  in  the  house  of  lords,  to  fill  uj)  the  blank, 
left  open  in  the  address,  by  the  insertion  of  the  wordSj  *'  I'he 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  &:c."  to  render  the  instrument  the 
joint  act  of  both  houses,  a  debate  ensued.  The  questions  of  trea- 
son, rebeihon  and  constructive  treasons,  were  deeply  entered  in- 
to by  two  great  law  lords,  who  differed  totally  in  their  legal  and 
political  sentiments,  and  carried  on  a  long  argument  between 
them,  with  great  warmth  and  ability  ;  in  which  a  large  stock  of 
professional  and  general  learning  was  displayed  on  each  side.  It 
is  to  be  lamented,  that  v/ith  all  the  boasted  excellency  of  our  con- 
stitution, a  question  of  so  vast  magnitude  as  to  include  in  its  con- 
sequences, the  lives,  fortunes,  and  honors  of  all  the  subjects  of 
this  empire,  still  remains  involved  in  such  obscurity,  as  not  only^ 
to  admit  of  a  difference  of  opinion,  but  that  even  the  great  ora- 
cles of  the  law  are  bewildered  in  its  darkness.  This  extraordina- 
ry debate  was  attended  with  some  singular  circumstances.  Lord 
Mansfield,  to  the  great  surprize  of  most  of  his  auditors,  con- 
demned, in  very  explicit  and  unreserved  terms,  the  measure  of 
laying  on  the  duties  in  176T,  which  he  declared  to  be  the  most 
absurd  and  pernicious  that  could  be  advised,  and  the  cause  of  ail 
the  present  impending  evils.  I'he  duke  of  Grafton,  Lord  Shei- 
burne,  and  Lord  Camden,  \vho  were  at  that  time  cabinet  coun- 
sellors and  held  the  first  offices  in  the  state,  declared  separately  in 
their  places,  that  they  had  no  share  in  that  measure,  nor  had  ever 
given  any  approbation.  The  manner  in  which  a  measure  of  mini- 
stry 
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stry  was  carried  against  the  opinion  of  ministers  was  not  explain- 
ed. A  disclosure  relative  to  a  matter,  which  had  already  con- 
vulsed the  whole  empire,  and  was  still  more  to  be  dreaded  in  its 
future  consequences,  excited  general  amazement,  mixt  with  in- 
dignation and  regret  in  individuals.  The  fatal  and  over-ruling; 
secret  intiuence,  which  had  so  long  guided  and  marred  ail  pub- 
lic affairs,  was  deplored  and  animadverted  upon  in  different  parts 
of  the  house. 

When  the  question  came  to  be  put,  whether  to  agree  with 
the  commons  in  the  address,  by  inserting  the  words  necess.ary  to 
iiil  up  the  blank,  it  was  carried  by  a  prodigious  majority.  But 
the  lords  Richmond,  Craven,  Archer,  Abergavenny,  Rocking- 
ham, Wycombe,  Courtenay,  Torrington,  Ponsonby,  Cholmon- 
deiey,  Abington,  Portland,  Camden,  Effingham,  Stanhope,^ 
Scarborough,  Fitzwiltiam  andTankerville,  protested  against  '*  an 
address  amounting  to  a  declaration  of  ic'ar,  which  is  founded  on 
no  proper  parliamentary  information,  which  follows  the  rejecti- 
on of  every  mode  of  conciliation,  which  hold  out  no  substantial 
offer  of  redress  of  grievances,  and  which  promises  support  to 
those  ministers,  v*'ho  have  inflamed  America,  and  grossly  mis- 
conducted the  affairs  of  Great-Britain." 

[Feb.  9.]  The  address  was  delivered,  and  an  answer  given, 
wherein  his  majesty  assured  both  houses,  that  they  might  de- 
pend upon  his  taking  the  most  speedy  and  etlectual  measures 
for  enforcing  due  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  the  authority  of 
tlie  supreme  legislature. 

On  that  or  the  preceding  day,  the  petition  and  memorial  from 
the  assembly  of  Jamaica  to  his  majesty,  was  laid  before  the  com- 
mons. It  was  drawn  up  in  very  strong  terms.  '1  he  ])etitioners 
entered  into  a  full,  free,  and  argumentative  discussion  of  the  late 
claims  of  the  mother  country,  and  of  the  rights  of  the  colonies  : 
the  former  of  which  they  combated,  and  the  latter  defended 
with  great  force.  They  equally  deplored  and  beheld  with  a- 
mazement,  a  plan  almost  carried  into  execution  for  reducing  the 
colonies  into  the  most  abject  state  of  slavery  ;  and  they  supplica- 
ted the  throne,  and  demanded  and  claimed  from  the  sovereign,, 
as  the  guarantee  of  their  just  rights,  that  no  laws  should  Jbe  forc- 
ed upon  them,  injurious  to  their  rights  as  colonists  or  English- 
anen  ;  and  that,  as  the  common  parent  of  his  people,  his  majes- 
ty v/ould  become  a  mediator  between  his  European  and  Ameri- 
can subjects. 

[Feb.  10, J  The  next  day  the  minister  moved  for  leave  to 
"bring  in  a  bill  to  restrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  New* 
England  provinces,  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britisli 
West-India  islands,  and  to  prohibit  them  ixom  carrying  on  any 
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fishery  on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  other  places  therein 
to  be  mentioned,  under  certain  conditions,  and  for  a  Hmited 
time.  In  answer  to  the  oljjcctions  made  to  it  while  the  subject 
of  debate,  the  charges  of  injustice  and  cruelty  were  denied; 
and  the  contrary  maintained  \  it  was  declared  to  be  necessary  ; 
and  it  was  observed,  that  though  the  innocent  were  involved 
with  the  guilty,  and  friends  with  foes,  the  necessity  might  be 
lamented,  but  could  not  be  helped.  The  motion  for  a  bill  waa 
carried  by  a  majority  of  tlxree  to  one. 

In  the  progress  of  the  bill,  the  London  merchants  and  traders 
interested  in  the  American  commerce,  petitioned  against  it,  and 
were  allowed  to  be  heard.  In  conseciuence  of  this  a  long  train 
of  witnesses  were  examined,  and  it  appeared,  lliat  in  1764,  the 
four  New-England  colonies  employed  in  their  several  fisheries, 
no  less  than  45,880  ton  of  shipping,  and  6002  men,  and  that  the 
produce  of  their  fisheries  m  the  foreign  m.arkets  for  that  year, 
amounted  to  <i'.322,220  16s.  sterUng — that  the  fisheries  were 
greatly  increased — that  all  the  materials  used  in  them,  except 
salt,  and  the  timber  of  which  their  vessels  were  built,  were  taken 
from  this  country,  and  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  fish  were  re- 
mitted here — and  that  there  was  near  a  million  of  money  owing 
from  New-England  to  the  city  of  London  only.  Tliey  stated  to 
the  house,  that  the  calamities  consequent  upon  the  bill  must  fall 
in  a  particular  degree,  upon  the  innocent.  The  case  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Nantucket,  would  be  particularly  hard.  They  a- 
mounted  to  some  tliousands ;  nine-tenths  of  them  quakers,  in- 
habiting a  barren  land  ;  but  by  an  astonishing  industry  they  kepi 
140  vessels  in  constant  employ,  eight  in  the  importation  of  pro- 
visions for  the  island,  and  the  rest  in  the  whale  fishery. 

[Feb.  20.]  While  the  bill  was  pending,  lord  North  am.azed 
ail  parties,  and  seemed  for  a  time  nearly  to  dissolve  his  own,  by 
a  conciliatori/  motion  in  regard  to  America.  It  proposed,  "  Tliat 
when  the  governor,  council,  and  assembly,  or  general  court,  of 
his  majesty's  provinces  or  colonies,  shall  propose  to  make  provi- 
sion, according  to  their  respective  conditions,  circumstances,  and 
Situations,  for  contributing  their  proportion  to  the  common  de- 
fence (such  proportion  to  be  raised  under  the  authorities  of  the 
general  court  or  general  assembly  of  such  province  ur  colony, 
and  disposable  by  parliament)  and  shall  engage  to  make  provision 
also  for  the  support  of  the  eivil  government,  and^  the  admini- 
stration of  justice  in  such  province  or  colonv,  it  vvill  be  proper, 
if  such  proposal  should  be  approved  by  his  majesty  in  parliament, 
and  for  so  long  as  such  provision  shall  be  made  accordingly,  to 
forbear,  in  respect  of  such  province  or  colony,  to  levy  any  du- 
ties, tax,  or  assci>5ment :  or  to  impose  any  further  duty,  tax,  or 

assessment, 
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assessment,  except  only  such  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to: 
impose  for  the  regulation  of  the  commercCj  tlie  nett  produce  of 
the  duties  last  mentioned  to  be  carred  to  the  account  of  such 
province,  colony  or  plantation,  respectively."  The  numerous 
high  prerogative  party,  v/ho  had  ever  opposed  ajiy  relaxation  in 
favor  of  the  colonies,  heard  the  proposition  with  horror,  and 
considered  themselves  as  abandoned  or  betrayed.  They  pro- 
nounced it  a  shameful  prevarication,  and  a  mean  departure  trom 
principle  ;  and  finally  concluded  with  declaring,  that  they  would 
make  no  concessions  to  rebels  with  arms  in  their  hands  ;  and  that 
they  would  enter  into  no  measure  for  a  settlement  with  the  Ame- 
ricans, in  which  an  express  and  definitive  acknowledgment  from 
them  of  the  supremacy  of  parliament  \<^as  not  a  preliminary  arti- 
cle. A  gentleman  of  the  long  robe,  and  who  has  lately  distin- 
guished himself  for  his  zeal  in  promoting  all  the  measures  for  re- 
ducing the  colonies  (Mr.  \V )  had  the  address  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes to  husli  the  commotion,  by  convincing  the  mal-contents, 
that  the  appearance  of  concession,  lenity,  and  tenderness,  which 
had  so  much  alarmed  them,  were  of  such  a  nature,  that  they 
could  not  interfere  with  the  most  rigid  measures  which  they 
wished  to  enforce.  .  The  gentlemen  in  opposition  said,  "  The 
motion  is  insidious,  base  and  treacherous  in  die  highest  degree." 
—llie  minister  acknowledged  it  to  be  a  cheat,  and  designed  for 
the  purpose  of  dis-uniting  the  Americans  ;  but  it  will  tend  only 
to  consohdate  that  common  mass  of  union  into  which  they  have 
been  thrown  by  the  Boston  port  act.  The  question  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  three  to  one. 

^  [Feb.  27.]  A  petition  from  the  merchants,  traders,  and  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  of  Poole  in  Dorsetshire,  was  presented,  in 
avowed  opposition  to  that  from  London,  and  in  support  of  the 
principle  of  the  fishery-bill.  This  petition  set  fourth,  that  the 
restraints  upon  the  colonies  would  not  by  any  means  be  injurious 
to  commerce ;  and  that  the  foreign  markets  might  be  amply  sup- 
plied, by  extending  the  Newfondland  fishery  from  England. — 
They  concluded  by  soliciting,  no  less  for  their  own  immediate 
advantage,  than  for  the  universal  benefit  of  their  country,  such 
encouragement  as  parliament  should  think  proper. 

A-  petition  was  also  delivered  from  the  Quakers  in  behalf  of 
their  brethren  and  others,  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  in 
v/hich  they  stated  their  innocence  and  industry,  the  utility  of 
Iheir  labours  to  themselves  and  the  commamity,  the  hazards  at- 
tending their  occupation,  and  the  uncertainty  of  their  gains  ;  and 

showed,  that  if  the  bill  passed  into  a  law,  they  must  shortly  be 

exposed  to  all  the  miseries  of  a  famine. 

In 
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In  every  stage  of  the  bill,  the  debate  ic-k'mdled  ;  and  In  t!ic 
course  of  it,  tiic  minority  observed,  "  When  it  was  thought 
wisdom  to  overthrow  estabhshed  privileges,  and  to  combat  mo- 
tional prejudices,  by  starting  the  new  claim  of  taxation,  the  A~ 
mericans  went  no  further  than  to  deny  our  right  of  internal 
taxation.  Having  gained  the  point  of  urging  them  to  t]uestio/i 
one  riglit,  we  soon  C(;nvinced  them,  both  by  argument  and  prac- 
tice, that  an  external  tax  might  be  made  to  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses, and  to  produce  all  the  mischiefs  of  internal  taxation. 
I'hey  then  denied  our  right  of  taxing  for  supply.  Parliament; 
then  proceeded  to  deprive  them  of  their  charter,  and>  to  change 
the  course  of  justice  and  trials.  Then  they  were  pushed  to  de- 
ny the  pov/er  of  internal  legislation.  But  still  they  had  hither- 
to never  formally  rejected  the  power  of  parliament  to  bind  their 
trade.  We  are  now  to  convince  them,  however,  that  if  but  a 
single  branch  of  legislative  power  is  left  to  this  country,  we  caa 
distort  that  branch  in  such  a  manner,  that  it  shall  include  all  the 
purposes  of  unlimited  tyranny."  It  appeared  upon  evidence, 
.at  the  bar  of  the  house,  that  by  the  operation  of  the  bill,  ma- 
jny  thousands  of  innocent  inhabitants  v/ould  be  reduced  to  the 
sad  alternative,  either  of  perishing  through  want  at  home,  or  of 
removing  to  some  other  less  rigorous  government  for  protection 
and  support ;  so  that  a  famine  among  the  New-Engianders  was 
predicted,  as  the  consequence  of  the  bill. 

Some  gentlemen  on  the  otl:i€r  side  of  the  question^  acknow- 
ledged the  harshness  of  the  measure  ;  but  lamented  its  being  in- 
dispensably necessary.  A  much  greater  number  contended^ 
that  the  bill  was  in  an  high  degree  merciful,  and  that  the  New- 
England  colonies  did  not  want  resources  to  prevent  a  famine,. 
A  few  went  so  far  as  to  regret  that,  the  bill  did  not  convey  pun- 
ishments adequate  to  the  crimes  of  the  Americans,  and  to  dread 
that  the  famine  which  had  been  strongly  prognosticated,  and 
patiietically  lamented,  would  not  take  plac.^, 

Mr.  Quincy  sails  to-morrcw  for  the  Massachusetts.  He  is 
very  far  from  being  well ,  and  has  been  attended  upon  repeat- 
edly by  Dr.  Fothergiil.  The  doctor  thinks  the  Bristol  air  and 
water  vvould  give  him  perfect  health  ;  and  ic  is  gready  against 
his  own  opinion  and  inclination  that  he  takes  the  voyage.  But 
he  risks  his  life  for  the  good  of  his  own  colony  in  particular,  and 
of  America  in  general.  His  most  intimate  frfends  insist  upon 
his  going  directly  to  Boston.  They  say  no  letter  can  go  wita 
safety ;  and  that  he  can  deliver  more  information  and  advice, 
t'ivu  I'oce,  than  can  or  ought  to  be  written.  They  urge  that  by 
gping  now,  if  he  arrives  s«ife,  he  must  be  of  great  advantage  t» 
tiie  Aiiierican  cause. 
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He  Is  to  tell  the  people  of  your  colony,  by  no  means  to  take 
any  step  of  great  consequence  (unless  on  a  sudden  emergency) 
without  the  advice  of  the  continental  congress  j  and  is  to  repair 
to  that  honorable  body,  when  met  at  Philadelphia. 

You  will  hear  from  him,  howegregiously  the  Americans  have 
been  insulted  by  several  in  both  houses  of  parliament,  in  being 
pronounced  dastardly  cowards  and  paltroons,  to  be  looked  into 
submission  at  the  approach  of  a  regiment ;  and  that  if  this  is 
your  true  character,  there  will  be  no  great  exploit  in  the  brave 
general  Grant's  marchina;  successfully,  with  only  hye  regiments. 
from  one^nd  of  the  continent  to  tlie  other,  of  which  he  has  de- 
clared himself  capable.  It  is  ^aiH'that  an  American  durst  not 
look  at  a  red  coat.  The  senator  holds  this  language  in  the  se- 
jiatc  ;  and  the  general  at  the  head  of  an  army.  It  passes  for  a 
maxim,  and  it  is  thought  scepticism  to  doubt  it.  Every  sub- 
altern, upon  half-pay,  looks  upon  himself  as  qualified  fui  _b- 
duing  America.  If  a  man  says  otherwise,  the  hnger  is  pointed 
at  him  as  to  an  enemy  of  his  country.  Mr.  Quincy  will  be  iikeiy 
also  to  give  you  the  name  of  the  member,  who  in  a  late  speech 
adulterated  the  English  tongue,  that  he  might  gratify  his  in- 
veteracy by  punishing  you  with  starvation. 

By  a  future  opportunity  yoiT^ill  receive  an  account  of  the 
progress  of  the  restraining  and  fishery  bill,  through  the  house  of 
lords  ;  of  the  further  proceedings  of  parliament  and  ministry  ; 
and  of  the  national  complection. 


LETTER        XIL 

Roxhury,  April  26,   1775, 

'HILE  the  Massachusetts  had  no  provincial  congress,  the 
active  friends  of  government  had  an  opportunity  to  try 
their  strength  in  a  few  places,  and  to  attempt  resisting  the  gene- 
ral current,  by  refusing  a  compliance  with  the  resolutions  of  the 
colony  congress ;  but  the  dissentients  were  overwhelmed  by 
numbers,  and  their  attempts  proved  abortive. 

The  royal  proclamation  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  military 
Stores  from  Britain,  his  majesty's  speech,  and  the  addresses  of 

the 
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the  ncwnailiamcnt,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  cut  off  all  hopes  of 
rcconcihation,  more  especially  in  Ncw-Kngland. 

[Feb.  l.J  The  new  Massachusetts  congress  met  at  Cambridge, 
«nd  Mr.  Hancock  was  unanimously  cliosen  president.  They  ad- 
journed to  Concord  in  about  a  fortnight,  that  the  distance  might 
iifFord  them  greater  personal  security,  and  render  them  less  lia- 
ble to  interruption  by  any  measures  of  the  governor,  'i'hat  the 
colony  might  be  somewhat  prepared  for  the  sorest  trial,  they  ur- 
ged in  the  strongest  terms,  the  militia  in  general,  and  the  mi- 
nute-men in  particular,  to  spare  neither  time,  pains,  nor  expcnce, 
at  so  critical  a  juncture,  for  perfecting  them.sclves  forthwith  in 
the  military  discipline.  I'hey  passed  resolutions  foi  the  provid- 
ing and  making  of  rire-arms  and  bayonets,  and  renewed  the  pro- 
hibition of  then-  predecessors,  against  supplying  the  troops  at 
Boston,  with  any  of  those  necessaries  peculiarly  requisite  for  the 
Hiilitarv  service.  The  committee  of  safety  had  directed  in  the 
beginning  of  January,  that  all  the  cannon,  mortars,  cannon-balls 
and  shells,  should  bo  deposited  at  Worcester  and  Concord,  in 
the  same  proportion  as  was  done  by  the  provision  ;  and  v.idle 
the  (Tongress  was  sitting,  [Feb.  13,  21.]  voted,  '"that  the  com- 
mittee of  supplies  do  purchase  all  the  powder  they  can,  and  also 
all  kinds  of  warlike  stores,  sufficient  for  an  army  of  fifteen 
thousand  men  to  take  the  field," 

'i'he  propriety  of  the  precautions  taken  to  guard  against  a  sur- 
prise, was  manifest  from  the  following  event. 

[Feb.  35.]  General  Gage  receiving  intelligep.ee  that  cannon 
and  carriages  were  deposited  in  the  neighborhood  of  Salem,  sent 
a  corps  of  troops  from  tlie  castle,  under  lieutenant  colonel  Leslie, 
on  board  a  transport,  to  seize  and  bring  them  away.  'They  land- 
ed at  Marblehead,  proceeded  to  Salem,  found  nothing  there,  and 
passed  on  to  the  draw-bridge  leading  to  Danvers,  where  a  num- 
ber of  people  assembled,  and  those  of  the  opposite  side  took  up 
the  bridge  to  prevent  their  crossing.  The  officer  ordered  it  to  be 
let  down;  the  people  peremptorily  refused,  saying,  "  It  is  a  pri- 
vate road,  and  you  have  no  authority  to  demand  a  passage  this 
way."  On  this  refulai  he  determined  to  make  use  of  the  boats 
which  were  at  hand  ;  his  intention  w^as  perceived,  and  the  ov/n- 
crs  jumped  into  their  own  boats,  and  with  their  axes  scuttled 
them,  to  make  them  useless  for  the  present ;  during  the  transacti- 
on there  was  some  scuffle  between  them  and  the  soldiers,  lliings 
Vvcre  apparently  tending  to  an  extremity.  The  reverend  Mr, 
Bernard,  a  congregational  clergyms.n  of  Salem,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen, urged  the  letting  down  of  the  dravvr-bridge  ;  but  it  was 
not  done,  till  much  time  had  been  spent  in  altercaiion,  during 
which  period  the  articles  that  colonel  Leslie  was  after,  were  con- 
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Teycd  away.  When  the  opportunity  of  crossing  offered,  he 
marched  about  thirty  rods,  to  the  spot  where  the  artihcers  had 
been  employed  in  making  x-arnages,  &c.  but  finding  nothing, 
and  it  being  now  late  in  the  evening,  returned  and  went  on 
board  the  transport  without  meeting  with  any  molestation.  This 
expedition  took  place  on  the  Lord's  day,  which  might  contribute 
to  its  ending  happily  without  mischief.  ^  On  any  other  day 
v^hen  the  people  were  not  attending  public  worship,  but  dispers- 
ed about  and  following  their  secular  business,  the  landing  of  the 
troops  would  have  been  discovered,  and  some  quarrel  might 
have  ensued  while  they  were  making  it  good,  or  afterv,  ard  upon 
their  march.  The  governor  probably  pitched  upon  the  Lord's 
day,  in  hopes  that  it  would  prevent  every  painful  catastrophe  ; 
but  the  expedition  spread  an  alarm. 

The.  Massachusetts  congress  were  displeased  witJi  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  New-York  general  assembly  ;  who  renounced  all  con- 
cern with  the  late  continental  congress,  declined  choosing  dele- 
gates for  the  proposed  new  one,  and  in  their  own  single  capaci- 
tV  sent  a  petition  to  the  king,  a  memorial  to  the  lords  and  a  re- 
monstrance to  the  house  of  comimons.  In  the  remonstrance 
they  represented  the  grievances  under  which  they  labored,  by 
the  innovations  that  had  been  made  in  the  constitutional  mode 
of  government  since  the  close  of  the  last  war.  They  renounced 
the  most  distant  desire  of  independence,  acknowledged  the  su- 
preme government  of  the  British  parUament  over  the  whole  em- 
pire, and  their  authority  to  regulate  the  trade  of  the  colonies  : 
remonstrated  in  the  behalf  of  their  brethren  in  the  Massachusetts, 
for  whose  distresses  they  could  not  help  feeUng;  but  at  the  same 
time  expressed  their  disapprobation  of  the  violent  measures  pur- 
sued in  some  of  the  colonies.  They  claimed  a  restoration  of 
those  rights  which  they  enjoyed  before  the  close  of  the  war  ;  but 
v/ithout  entertaining  an  idea  of  diminishing  the  power  of  the  mo- 
ther country,  or  lessening  the  dignity  of  parliament.  Should 
the  ministry  embrace  the  offering  thus  given  by  the  general  as- 
sembly of  New-York,  they  may  possibly  separate  this  central  pro- 
vince from  the  others,  and  break  the  communication  between 
the  northern  and  the  southern.  But  the  apprehension  of  such 
an  event  is  abated  by  the  intelligence  which  the  Massachusetts 
congress  have  received  from  the  city  of  New-York.  The  whig 
citizens,  whose  hearts  were  set  upon  having  delegates  for  the 
new  continental  congress,  upon  the  assembly's  declining  to  ap- 
point them,  contrived  to  collect  their  fellow-citizens  [Mar.  5  J 
together  in  order  to  obtain  their  opinion.  When  assembled  in 
a  body,  there  was  a  confused  cry  of  "  Congress,  or  no  Con- 
gress r'  Aftev  much  aitercatipn  the  tories  had  a  recourse  to 

compulsive 
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compulsive  reasoning  and  began  dealing  about  t.beir  blows. — 
The  vvhigs  were  in  the  worst  situation,  not  being  provided  willi 
similar  arguments,  till  two  of  their  party  repaired  to  an  adjoin- 
ing cooper's  yard,  from  whence  Ihey  drew  forth  to  the  assistance 
of  their  friends  a  number  of  hoop-sticks,  which  they  reduced  to 
a  proper  length,  and  forwarded  to  the  combaunts.     The  vvhigs, 
being  thus  supplied,  soon  carried  the  day  by  club-law,  and  beat 
their  opponents  off  the  ground.     The  tories,  being  worsted,  and 
not  a  little  terrified  lest  the  fury  of  captain  (whom  they  term  in 
away  of  reproach  king)  Sears,  should  lead  him  to  head  a  mob, 
and  do  them  some  capital  injury,  promoted  a  provincial  conven- 
tion, whicli  otherwise  would  not  have  existed.     The  battle  roy- 
al at  New-York,  will  prove  the  turning  point  as  to  that  colony. 
The  Massachusetts  congress  continued  their  session,  and  re- 
commended the  sixteenth  of  March  to  be  observed  as  the  annu- 
al day  for  fasting  and  prayer,  which   v/as  kept   accordingly  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  no  less  than  of  the  country.     But 
they  did  not  presume  to  rely  upon  religious  exercises  in  the  ne- 
glect of  those   civil  means  which  prudence   prescribed.     The 
people,  both  within  and  without,  used  every  device  for  convey- 
ing safely  from  Boston  into  the  country,  all  kinds  of  military 
articles,  which  might  be  wanted  in  case  of  a  rupture.     Cannon 
balls,  and  such  like  heavy  stores,  were  put  into  carts,  and  car- 
ried out  over  the  Neck,  under  the  appearance  of  loads  of  dung. 
Half  barrels  of  gun-powder  were  put  into  butchers  peds,  or  the 
hampers  of  the  market  people,  and  brought  out  under   some 
slight,  negligent,  and  unsuspected  cover,  as  they  returned  home 
in  the  evening.     Cartridges  were  packed  up  in   candle  boxes, 
and  sent  off  under  that  deception  ;  but  some  were  at  length  dis- 
covered.    The  soldiers  on  the  Neck  did  not  make  many  prizes; 
however,  one  day  [Mar.  18.]  they  seized  13,425   musket  car- 
tridges, with  30001b.  weight  of  bail,  which,  though  private  pro- 
perty, the  general  was  warranted  in  refusing  to  restore,   on  the 
application  of  the  owner. 

That  general  Gage  might  not  succeed  in  seizing  any  military 
stores  in  the  country,  should  he  send  out  troops  upon  that  er- 
rand, the  committee  of  safety  had  voted  four  days  before, 
**  that  members  from  this  committee  belonging  to  Charlestown, 
Cambridge,  and  Roxbury,  be  desired  to  procure  at  least  two 
men,  for  a  watch  every  night,  to  be  placed  in  each  of  the§c 
towns,  and  that  said  members  be  in  readiness  to  send  couriers 
forward  to  the  towns  where  the  magazines  are  placed,  when 
sallies  are  made  from  the  army  at  niglit." 

[April  23.]  The  select  men  of  the  tow^n  of  Billerica  present- 
ed a  most  spirited  remonstrance  to  general  Gage,  on  account  of 

an 
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an  inhabitant  of  that  town's  being  tarred  and  feathered,  and 
much  abused  on  the  8th  of  tlie  month,  by  a  party  of  his  majes- 
ty's 47t;h  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Heutenant-colonel 
Nesbit.  The  firmness,  resolution,  and  freedom.,  with  which 
the  people  both  of  town  and  country  have  conducted,  when 
their  business  called  them  to  an  intercourse  with  the  governor, 
have  often  embarrassed  and  convinced  him,  that  they  were  not 
wholly  destitute  of  sterling  courage.  There  might  be  some 
ground  for  punishing  the  person,  whose  case  produced  the  re- 
monsti'ance  ;,  but  the  punishment  should  have  been  under  the 
direction  of  a  civil,  and  not  a  military  officer,  and  of  another 
kind  ;  for,  though  it  may  be  deemed  a  retaliation,  upon  the  coun- 
try, it  has  tended  greatly  to  irritate.. 

The  Massachusetti;  congress  v/ere  solicitous^to  keep  their  pro- 
ceedings from  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  general  Gage  ;  but 
from  several  circumstances  which,  occurred,  they  entertained  a 
strong  suspicion  that  they  had  some  one  among  them,  who  be- 
trayed their  counsels.  A'  gentleman,  who  is  not  a  stranger  to 
many  considerable  defects  in.  the  moral  and  political  character  of ' 
Dr.  Church,  is  apprehensive  that  he  is  the  person  ;  but  is  ex- 
ceedingly cautious  of  mentioning  his  suspicion,  considering  the 
Li^h  reputation  in  which  the  doctor  is  among  the  sons  of  liberty. 

[Mar.  30,]  General  Gage  marched  out  about  eleven  hundred 
inen  into  the  country ;.  who  doing  much  damage  by  throwing 
down,  the  stone  fences,  occasioned  a  committee's  waiting  upon 
the  Massachusetts  congress  on  the  Saturday,  when  upon  the  point 
of  adjourning,  which  kept  them  sitting  till  they  received,  on  the 
Monday  toUovving,  accounts  by  a  vessel  from  Falmouth,  of  what 
parhament  had  done  and  was  doing  in  relation  to  their  colony. 

It  was  a  providential  circumstance  that  they  had  so  early  in- 
telligence, and  obtained  it  before  general  Gage  had  received  his 
dispatches:  they  were  careful  to  improve  it.  The  intelligence 
spread  tast,  and  induced  more  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  to  re- 
move out  of  the  town.  A  number  had  been  for  some  time  with- 
drawing themselves.  The  town  was  liable  to  be  converted  in- 
stantly, at  the  discretion  of  the  governor,  irito  a  secure  prison  ; 
and  the  people  of  it  might  be  held  as  hostages  for  the  conduct  of 
the  province  at  large,  or  be  kidnapped  and  sent  to  England,  to 
stand  trial  for  supposed  offences.  Continuance  in  it  was  hazard- 
ous to  many,  v/ho  had  distinguished  themselves  by  taking  an  ac- 
tive part  against  the  measures  of  government.  But  the  dauntless 
courage  of  some  such  inclined  them  to  remain,  though  there  was 
110  knowing  what  private  orders  might  be  sent  to  general  Gage, 
who  was  not  inattentive  to  the  service  in  which  he  was  employ- 
ed^ while  he  evidenced  a  prevailing  desire  after  a  peaceable  ac-. 
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commodation.  He  sent  private  orders  to  the  commanding  ofTi- 
cer  at  New-York,  to  purchase  up  all  the  duck,  blankets,  pick- 
axes, pots,  and  other  articles  proper  for  camp  service.  Appli- 
cation was  made  by  the  ofRcer  to  the  Philadelphia  merchanls, 
who  penetrated  the  design,  and  no  less  nobly  than  unanimously 
refused  a  compliance.  'I'hree  of  the  New-York  mei chants  liad 
for  some  time  been  buying  up,  selling,  and  sending  the  several 
articles  to  Boston  ;  but  at  length  a  stop  was  j)ut  to  their  pro- 
ceedings by  the  influence  of  captain  Sears,  who,  upon  his  re- 
turn to  Philadelphia,  urged  that  they  might  want  those  things 
themselves,  and  made  a  considerable  stir  upon  the  occasion. 
But  a  great  number  were  purchased  at  Portsmouth,  before  the 
discovery  of  the  general's  intention. 

The  news  of  the  parliamentary  proceedings  encouraged  the 
soldiery  to  insult  the  people  more  than  ever  ;  their  conduct  seem- 
ingly intimated,  thatth.cy  meant  to  provoke  the  other  to  begin  a 
quarrel ;  while  these  bore  ail  with  patience,  as  they  were  deter- 
mined not  to  be  the  aggressors.  Nothing  was  wanting  but  a 
spark  to  set  the  whole  continent  in  a  iiamxe.  The  important  mo-* 
ment,  big  with  inconceivable  consequences,  was  evidently  ap- 
proaching, when,  through  accident  or  design,  it  w^ould  be  ap- 
plied to  tiiose  combustibles  which  had  been  long  collecting. 

'I'he  grenadier  and  liglit  infantry  companies  were  taken  ofF 
duty,  upon  the  plea  of  learning  a  new  exercise,  which  made  the 
Bostonians  jealous  that  there  was  some  scheme  on  foot.  A 
daughter  of  hbcrty,  unequally  yoked  in  point  of  politics,  sent 
word,  by  a  trusty  hand,  to  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  residing,  in 
company  with  Mr.  Hancock,  at  Lexington,  about  thirteen  miles  . 
from  Charlestown,  that  the  troops  were  coming  out  in  a  few- 
days.  Upon  this  their  friends  at  Boston  were  advised  to  move 
out  their  plate,  he.  and  the  committee  of  fafety  voted,  "  that 
all  the  ammunition  be  deposited  in  nine  different  towns ;  and 
that  other  articles  be  lodged,  some  in  one  place,  some  in  ano- 
ther, so  as  to  the  15  medicinal  chests,  2000  iron  pots,  2000 
bowls,  15000  canteens,  and  1100  tents  ;  and  that  the  six  com- 
panies of  matrosses  be  stationed  in  different  towns."  * 

Mr.  Adams  inferred  from  the  number  to  be  employed,  that 
these  were  the  objects,  and  not  himself  and  Mr.  Hancock,  who 
might  be  more  easily  seized  in  a  private  way,  by  a  few  armed 
individuals,  than  by  a  large  body  of  troops,  that  must  march  for 
miles  together  under  the  eye  of  the  public. 

The  provincial  stores  had  been  hitherto  deposited  at  Worcester 
and  Concord.     To  the  last  of  these  places,  but  half  die  distance 
of  the  other  from  Boston,  the  general  turned  his  attention  ;  and, 
being  continually  pestered  by  the  repeated  solicitaiiDns  of  the  Ame- 
rican 
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rican  tones,  with  whom  he  was  surrounded,  and  who  persuaded 
him  there  was  no  danger  of  resistance,  their  whig  countrymen 
being  too  cowardly,  he  determined,  without  the  advice  of  the 
council,  when  and  in  what  way  to  attempt  the  seizure  of  the 
many  stores  supposed  to  be  in  that  place. 

[April  18.]  A  number  of  ofhcers  dined  together  at  Cam.- 
bridge,  and  toward  night  scattered  themselves  upon  the  road 
leadmg  to  Concord  ;  and  took  their  station  so  as  to  be  ready  to 
intercept  any  expresses  going  from  Boston  to  alarm,  and  raise 
the  country  with  intelligence  of  the  troops  being  upon  their 
march.  When  the  corps  was  nearly  ready  to  proceed  upon  the 
expedition,  Dr.  ^Varren,  by  a  mere  accident,  had  notice  of  it 
just  in  time  to  send  messengers  over  the  Neck  and  across  the 
ferry,  onto  Lexington,  before  the  orders  for  preventing  every 
person's  quitting  the  town  were  executed.  The  ofhcers  inter- 
cepted several ;  but  some,  being  well  mounted,  escaped  their 
vigilance;  and  the  alarm  being  once  given,  spread  apace,  by 
the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  tiring  of  signal  guns  and  voUies.. 
By  eleven  at  night,  eight  hundred  grenadiers  and  light  infantry, 
the  flower  of  the  arniy,  embarked  at  the  common,  proceeded 
and  landed  at  Phipps's  farm,  from  whence  they  marched  for 
Concord,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Smith,  aid- 
ed by  major  Pitcairn,  %vho  led  the  advanced  corps..^ 

[April  19.]  About  two  in  the  morning,  the  Lexington  com- 
pany of  militia,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  thirty,  re- 
paired to  the  green,  close  in  with  the  meeting-house.  The  air 
being  chilly,  and  the  intelligence  respecting  the  regulars  some- 
what uncertain,  the  men,  after  the  roll-call,  were  dismissed,  with 
orders  to  appear  again  at  beat  of  drum.  Some  went  home,  others^ 
to  the  adjoining  public  house.  Word  being  brought  between 
four  and  five,  that  the  troops  were  not  far  off,  they  that  were 
e:  hand  collected,  to  the  number  of  about  seventy,  by  the  time 
the  regulars  made  their  appearance.  They  were  mostly  in  a  con- 
fused state,  and  a  few  only  were  drawn  up.  There  were  present 
at  the  time  about  forty  spectators  without  arms.  The  militia  were 
too  few  to  think  of  beginning  an  attack.  But  major  Pitcairn 
rode  round  the  meeting  (as  the  meeting-house  is  generally  called) 
and  approaching  them  called  out,  ''JJisperse  tjou  rebels,  throw 
down  your  arras  and  disperse.''  An  instant  compliance  not  tak- 
ing place,  which  he  might  construe  into  contempt,  he  rode  a  lit- 
tle further,  fired  his  pistol,  flourished  his  sword,  and  ordered  the 
soldiers  to  fire,  with  which  they  comphed,  huzzaing  upon  the 
occasion.  This  produced  an  immediate  dispersion  ;  but  the  fir- 
ing was  continued.  Individuals  finding  they  were  fired  upon^ 
though  dispersing,  had  spirit  enoiJgh  to  stop  and  return  the  f  rc,- 

Three 
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Three  or  four  were  kiJlcd  upon  the  green  ;  llie  rest,  making  the 
whole  number  ofthcshiin  eight,  were  sliot  on  tlie  other  side  of 
Ihe  walls  and  fenecs,  over  which  they  had  tied  in  order  to  escape. 
J)uring  this  interesting  period,  Messrs.  S.  Adams  and  Hancock, 
whose  residence  was  near  at  hand,  (piitted  and  icmoN  cd  to  a  fur- 
tlier  distance.  While  walking  alone,  Mr.  Adams  exclaimed, 
*'  Oh  I  what  a  glorious  morning  is  i/iis  /"  in  the  belief  that  it  would 
eventually  liberate  the  colony  from  all  subjection  to  Grcat-Uritaiiu 
His  companion  did  not  penetrate  his  meaning,  and  thouglit  the 
allusion  was  only  to  the  aspect  of  the  sky.  Lest  it  should  be  said 
and  believed,  that  the  meeting  was  crowded  with  militia,  before 
and  during  the  fire,  let  me  mention  that  there  were  only  a  man 
and  a  boy  in  it.  The  detachment  marched  on  to  Concord.  The 
people  of  the  town,  having  received  the  alarm,  drew  up  in  order 
for  defence;  but  observing  that  the  regulars  were  too  numerous, 
retired  over  the  north  bridge  and  v/aited  for  reinforcements  from 
the  neighboring  towns.  A  party  of  light  infantry  followed,  and 
possessed  themselves  of  the  bridge,  v/hile  the  main  body  entered 
the  town,  and  proceeded  to  execute  their  commission.  They 
disabled  two  twenty-four  pounders,  and  destroyed  their  carriages 
and  seven  wheels  for  the  same,  with  their  limbers  beside  sixteen 
wheels  for  brass  three  pounders,  and  two  carriages  with  limber 
and  wheels  for  two  four  pounders.  They  threw  500ib.  of  bail 
into  the  river,  wells,  and  other  places;  and  broke  in  pieces  about 
sixty  barrels  of  liour,  half  of  which  was  saved.  These  were  ail 
the  stores  that  they  could  discover  and  destroy,  on  the  account 
of  which  a  civil  war  has  commenced  between  the  colonies  and 
the  parent  state.  The  inhabitants  of  Britain  may  see  reason,  for 
many  ages,  to  curse  the  memory  of  the  man  or  men,  who  has  or 
have  been  at  the  foundation  of  this  fatal  catastrophe,  should  they 
ever  be  known.  The  militia  being  reinforced,  Mn  John  But- 
terick,  of  Concord,  major  of  a'^minute  regiment,  and  who  com- 
manded, ordered  the  men  not  to  give  the  first  fire,  tliat  so  the 
provincials  might  not  be  the  aggressors,  for  he  was  ignorant  of 
what  had  passed  at  Lexington,  Upon  his  advancing  with  them, 
the  hght  infantry  retired  to  the  Concord  side  oi  the  river,  and  be- 
gan pulling  up  the  bridge  ;  and  on  his  approaching  nearer,  im- 
mediately hred,  and  killed  captain  Isaac  Davis  of  Acton  (vrho 
with  his  company  of  minute-men  made  the  front)  and  one  of  the 
privates.  The  tire  w^as  returned,  a  skirmish  ensued,  and  the 
troops  were  forced  to  retreat,  having  several  men  killed  and 
wounded,  andlieutenant  Gould  (who  would  have  beenkilledhad 
not  a  minister  present  prevented)  with  some  others  taken.  One  of 
their  wounded,  who  was  left  behind,  attempting  to.  get  up,  was 
assaulted  by  a  young  fellow  going  after  the  pursuers  to  join  them, 
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vrho,  not  being  under  the  feelings  of  humanity,  barbarously 
broke  his  skull  with  a  small  hatchet,  and  let  out  his  brains,  but 
neither  scalped  him  nor  cut  off  his  ears.  This  event  may  give 
rise  to  some  malevolent  pen  to  write,  that  many  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  at  Lexington,  were  not  only  scalped,  but  had 
tlieir  eyes  forced  out  of  the  sockets  by  the  fanatics  of  New- 
England  ;  not  one  was  so  treated  either  there  or  at  Concord. 
You  have  the  real  fact.  The  poor  object  languished  for  an 
hour  or  two  before  he  expired. 

The  party  was  joined  by  the  main  body  ;  and  the  wdiole  de- 
tachment retreated  with  the  utmost  expedition  ;  for  all  the  coun- 
try was  now  up  in  arms,  and  attacked  the  troops  on  every  quar- 
ter. In  their  march  of  six  miles  back  to  Lexington,  they  were 
exceedingly  annoyed,  not  only  by  those  who  pressed  upon  their 
rear ;  but  by  others,  w^ho  fired  upon  them  from  behind  ihe  stone 
walls  and  other  coverts,  which  supplied  the  place  of  lines  and 
redoubts  to  the  provincials.  At  Lexington  they  were  joined  by 
a  detachment  under  lord  Percy. 

The  news  of  what  had  happened  at  Lexington,  in  their  way 
to  Concord,  Hew  to  Boston  and  the  neighborhood.  But  the 
slaughter  of  the  militia  men  was  carefully  concealed  from  general 
Gage,  who  was  not  made  acquainted  with  it  till  late  in  the  af- 
ternoon. He  had  however,  early  intelligence  of  the  rising  of 
the  country,  and  therefore  detached,  about  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing, lord  Percy,  with  16  companies  of  foot,  and  a  number  of 
marines,  900  men  in  the  whole,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  to 
support  colonel  Smith.  The  brigade  marched  out,  playing,  by 
way  of  contempt,  Yankee  Doodle^  a  song  composed  in  derision 
of  the  Ncw-Englanders,  scornfuUy  called  Yankees,  A  smart  boy 
observing  it  as  the  troops  passed  through  Roxbury,  made  himself 
extremely  merry  with  the  circumstance,  jumping  and  laughing, 
so  as  to  attract  the  notice  of  his  lordship,  who,  it  is  said,  asked 
him  at  what  he  w^as  laughing  so  heartily  ;  and  was  answered, 
"  To  think  how  you  will  dance  by  and  by  to  Che-jij  Chace."  It 
is  added,  that  the  repartee  stuck  by  his  lordship  the  whole  day. 

You  may  wish  to  know  the  origin  of  the  term  Yankee.  Take 
the  best  account  of  it  which  your  friend  can  procure.  It  was  a 
cant,  favorite  word  with  farmer  Jonathan  Hastings,  of  Cam- 
bridge, about  1713.  Two  aged  ministers,  who  were  at  the  col- 
lege in  that  town,  have  told  me,  they  remembered  it  to  have 
been  then  in  use  among  the  students,  but  had  no  recollection  of 
it  before  that  period.  The  inventor  used  it  to  express  excellen- 
cy. A  Yankee  good  horse,  or  Yankee  cider,  and  the  like,  were 
an  excellent  good  horse,  and  excellent  cider.  The  students  used 
to  hire  horses  of  him  ^  their  intercourse  with  him,  and  his  use  of 

the 
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the  term  upon  all  occasions,  led  them  to  adopt  it,  and  they  gave 
him  the  name  of  Yankee  Jon.  He  was  a  worthy  honest  man, 
but  no  conjuier.  'Ihis  could  not  escape  the  notice  of  the  col- 
Icgiates.  Yankee  probably  became  a  by-word  among  them,  to 
cxpre|ss  a  weak,  simple,  aukward  person  ;  was  carried  from  the 
college  with  them  when  they  left  it,  and  was  in  that  way  circu^ 
lated  and  established  through  the  .country  (as  v/as  the  case  in 
respect  to  llvh.sun''s  choice,^'  by  the  students  at  Cambridge,  in 
Old  England)  till,  from  its  currency  in  New-England,  it  v/as  at 
length  taken  up  and  unjustly  applied  to  the  New-Englandcrs 
in  common,  as  a  term  of  reproach. 

The  junction  of  the  brigade  iinder  lord  Percy,  with  the  detach- 
mentundercoloncl  Smith, gave theiastabreathingtime,  especially 
as  they  now  had  cannon,  which  awed  the  provincials  from  press- 
ing upon  the  rear  in  a  direct  hne.  But  the  wliole  force  ventur- 
ed not  to  halt  long  ;  for  far  and  wide  the  minute-men  and  mili, 
tia  were  collecting,  in  order  to  cut  off  their  retreat  to  Boston. 
They  soon  renewed  their  march.;  constiuit  skirmishing  succeed- 
ed, and  a  continued  fire,  though  often  irregular  and  scattering 
on  their  side,  as  well  as  on  the  part  of  the  provincials.  The  close 
firing  from  behind  the  walls,  by  good  marksmen,  for  such  were 
almost  all  the  provincials,  put  the  troops  into  no  smaU  confusion, 
iind  made  it  so  dangerous  for  the  officers,  that  they  were  more 
attentive  to  their  safety  than  in  common.  Major  PitCctirn  quit- 
ted his  horse,  which  v/as  taken  with  the  pistols  in  the  hohters. 
The  soldiers  loaded  and  fired  over  the  stone  v/alls,  when  ihere 
was  not  a  single  man  behind  th(!:m.  '14hey  wxre  incommoded  by 
the  wind's  biov/ing  the  smoke  directly  back  upon  them  all  the 
time  they  were  retreating ;  d  uring  which  they  burnt  some  houses, 
attempted  others^  and  plundered  many  of  every  thing  valuable, 
•destroying  what  they  could  not  carry  off.  They  killed  several 
innocent  unarmed  persons  ;  and  murdered  tv/o  old  men  at  Me- 
notomy.  Before  they  reached  this  place,  a  few  Americans, 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Payson,  of  Chelsea,  Avho  till  now  had 
^been  extremely  moderate,  attacked  a  pr.rty  of  twelve  soldiers, 
\carrying  stores  to  the  retreating  troops,  killed  one,  woundeil  se- 
veral, made  the  whole  prisoners,  and  gained  possession  of  their 
arms  and  stores,  without  any  loss  whatever  to  themselves.  The 
regulars,  when  near  Cambridge,  were  upon  the  point  of  taking 
a  wrong  road,  which  would  have  led  them  into  the  most  immi- 
nent danger,  but  were  prevented  by  the  direction  of  a  young 
gentleman  residing  at  the  college  ;  by  which  mean  they  mads 
good  their  retreat  a  little  after  sun-set  over  Charlestown  Neck,  to 

*  See  the  Spectator,  J^Io,  509, 
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Bunker's  Hill,  but  spent  and  wore  down  by  the  excessive  fa~ 
tigues  they  had  undergone,  having  marched  that  day  between 
thirty  and  forty  miles,  here  they  remained  secure  till  the  next 
day,  when  they  crossed  at  Charlestown  ferry,  and  returned  ta 
Bo'ston. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Smith  was  much  displeased  with  the  soWiers 
firing  at  Lexington  ;  probably  general  Gage  had  given  orders 
that  they  should  not  fire  unless  they  were  iirst  Mred  upon.  Major 
Pitcairn  undoubtedly  directed  them  to  lire,  from  the  mistaken 
apprehension  he  had  entertained  of  American  resolution,  for  he 
has  the  character  of  a  good  tempered  officer.  There  were  never 
more  than  about  four  hundred  provincials  together,  attacking  at 
one  and  the  same  time  ;  and  often  scarce  that  number.  But  as 
some  tired  and  gave  out,  others  cam.e  up.  They  had  very  little 
appearance  of  discipline.  Privates  and  officers  fired  away  as 
they  had  opportunity  of  doing  execution,  without  waiting  for  the 
word  of  command  ;  and  used  their  knowledge  of  the  country  to 
gain  the  opportunity,  by  crossing  fields  and  fences,  of  acting  as 
flanking  parties  against  tiie  regulars,  while  these  proceeded  along 
the  road.  Colonel  Pickering,  of  Salem,  had  the  command  of.a 
fine  well  exercised  provincial  regiment ;  had  he  pushed  on  with 
his  men,  so  as  to  have  headed  the  British  before  they  had  gained 
Charlestown  Neck  (and  he  was  near  enough)  they  must  have 
clubbed  their  firelocks,  for  they  were  quite  wearied  out  with  the 
services  of  the  day,  and  had  but  a  round  or  two  of  ammunition 
remaining.  No  satisfactory  reason  has  been  assigned  for  the 
want  of  greater  alertness  in  colonel  Pickering's  regiment.  The 
British  officers  are  astonished,  chagrined,  and  mortified  beyond 
iPxCasure  at  what  has  happened.  It's  death  to  all  their  glorying ; 
their  best  troops  have  been  obliged  in  this  manner  to  flee  before 
a  number  of  Yankees,  "  when  all  the  officers  in  general  did  every 
thing  that  men  could  do,  and  when  the  soldiers  behaved  with 
their  usual  intrepidity."*  They  are  sore  at  heart  upon  the  oc- 
casion. They  have  had  1  lieutenant  killed,  2  lieutenant-colonels 
wounded,  Smith  is  one,  2  captains  and  9  lieutenants  wounded, 
1  lieutenant  missing,  2  ensigns  wounded,  1  sergeant  killed,  7 
wounded,  2  missing,  1  drummer  killed,  1  wounded,  62  rank 
and  file  killed,  and  157  wounded;  in  ail,  65  killed,  180  wound- 
ed, and  28  made  prisoners ;  total,  273. 

Of  the  provincials,  50  have  been  killed,  34  wounded,  and  4 
are  missing;  in  all,  88.  The  following  officers  and  gentlemea 
are  of  the  number,  viz.  justice  Isaac  Gardner,  of  BrookHne^ 
capt.  Isaac  Davis,  of  Acton,  capt.  Jonathan  Wilson,  of  Bedford, 

*  See  general  Gage's  accouat  of  the  bshayior  of  the  troops,  in  the  Lea- 
don  Gazette. 
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iieut.  John  Bacon,  and  sergeant  Elislia  Mills,  of  Necdhani,  and 
deacon  Josiah  Haines,  of  Sudbury,  killed  ;  capt.  Eleazer  Kings- 
bury, of  Necdham,  capt.  Samuel  Williams,  of  Cambridge,  cap- 
tains Charles  Miles,  Nathaniel  Barret,  and  George  Minot,  of 
Concord,  capt.  Oliver  Barnes,  and  deacon  Aur<jn  Chamberlain, 
of  Chelmsford,  wounded.  The  persons  who  have  fallen,  are 
regretted  with  the  deepest  concern,  and  are  honored  not  only 
as  patriots,  but  as  martyrs,  who  have  died  bravely  in  the  cause 
of  their  country. 

Captains  John  Ford  and  Oliver  Barron,  and  deacon  Davl?, 
all  of  Chelmsford,  distinguished  themselves  in  the  course  of  the 
day.  It  can  be  fully  proved  that  captain  Ford  killed  five  regu- 
lars. James  Howard,  a  private  in  the  Acton  companv,  and  a 
regular  coming  out  of  a  house,  caught  sight  of  each  otfier,  and 
discharged  their  pieces  at  the  same  instant;  both  shots  takinp- 
effect,  the  last  dropt  down  dead,  and  the  first  expired  a  few- 
hours  after.  A.  big  boy  joined  in  the  chace  of  the  retreating 
troops,  and  was  very  expert  in  firing  at  them  ;  at  length  a  ball 
from  the  enemy  grazed  his  head,  and  produced  a  flesh  wound  ; 
he  soon  recovered  the  shock,  bound  up  his  head  with  a  hand- 
kerchief, and  renewed  his  pursuit. 

Two  British  officers  who  have  been  taken,  and  the  privates 
who  are  wounded  and  prisoners,  are  treated  with  humanity  by 
the  provincials.;  and  general  Gage  may,  if  he  pleases,  safely 
send  his  surgeons  to  dress  and  attend  them. 

If  the  contest  is  to  become  general  between  the  colonies  and 
the  mother  country,  it  may  be  deemed  a  happiness  for  them 
that  it  has  commenced  in  the  Massachusetts,  where  all  the  in- 
habitants are  so  connected  with  each  other  by  descent,  blood, 
uniformity  of  manners,  similarity  of  civil  and  religious  senti- 
ments, mediocrity  of  circumstances,  and  a  general  etjuality,  that 
the  killing  of  a  single  individual  interesteth  the  whole  province 
in  the  event,  and  makes  them  consider  it  a  common  cause. 

The  inhabitants  are  now  everywhere  in  arms  ;  and  collecting 
in  such  numbers  about  Boston,  that  tliey  will  not  only  invest  the 
town  effectually,  but  excite  disagreeable  apprehensions  in  gene- 
ral Gage.  No  one  is  suffered  to  go  in  or  out  at  present,  1  he 
provincials  have  for  their  commander  in  chief,  a  native  of  the 
Massachusetts,  general  Ward  ;  the  honorable  Jedediah  Fribble 
having,  more  than  a  month  ago,  declined,  on  account  of  his 
bad  health-.  General  W^ard  might  have  pleaded  the  like  excuse; 
but  he  wishes  to  serve  his  country  to  the  utmost  of  his  abiiities, 
and  is  ready  to  risk  his  life  in  the  cause  of  American  liberty.  He 
is  to  be  trusted,  being  a  gentlcmair  of  great  integrity.  Hisccm- 
niission  as  commvinder  in  chief  of  the  Bay  troops,  was  delivered  to^ 

him- 
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him  on  the  20th  of  April,  by  the  provincial  congress.     Three 
davs  after,  they  chose  general  John  Thomas,  lieutenant-generaL 
The  day  general  Ward  received  his  commission,  the  commit- 
tee of  safety  sent  letters  to  New-Ham.pshire  and  Connecticut, 
\^'ith  an  account  of  the  enemy's  proceedings  tlie  day  before,  and 
praying  all  tlie  assistance  in  their  power.   The  next  day  they  a- 
greed  upon  enlisting  Sooo  m.en  out  of  the  Massachusetts  forces ; 
but  the  provincial  congress  being  adjourned  from  Concord  to 
Watertown,.  resolved   the   succeeding  day,  "  that  an    army  of 
30,000  men  be  immediately  raised  and  established  ;  that  13,600 
be  by  this  province  ;  and  that  a  letter  and  delegate  be  sent  to  the 
several  colonies  of  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode-Island." 
Head-quarters  are  at  Cambridge  ;  and  the  students  quit  the  col- 
lege that  the  provincials  may  be  accommodated.    General  Tho- 
mas commands  at  Roxbury,     He  is  a  cool,  courageous,  discern- 
ing and  active  officer,  well  qualified  for  guarding  the  im.portant. 
post  he  occupies,  and  preventing  the  enemy's  making  a  sally  over 
the  Neck  into  the  country,,  should  they  be  inclined  to  attempt 
it;  but  for  the  present  they  are  more  afr<iid  of  being  attacked. 
General  Gage,  to  secure  the  people  within  from  taking  up. 
srms  against  the  king's  troops,  in  case  of  an  assault.,  has  agreed 
with  the  committee  of  the  town  [April  22.]  after  a  long  con- 
ference, that  upon  the  inhabitants  in  general  lodging  their  arms 
in  Faneuil-HalV  or  any  other  convenient  place,  under  the  care 
of  the  select  men,  all  such  inhabitants  as-  are  inchned,  may  depart 
from  the  town  with  their  families  and  eftects  ;  that  those  who  re- 
main may  depend  upon  his  protection  ;  and  that  the  arms  afore- 
said, at  a  suitable  time,  shall  be  returned  to  the  owners.     The 
town  agreed  to   this  proposal,  and  their  vote  upon  it  was  r^ad 
by  the  com^mittee,  upon  their  return  to  his  excellency,  who  ac- 
cepted it ;  and  farther*agreed,  that  tlie  inhabitants  may  remove 
from  town  by  land  and  water  with  tlicir  effects,  within  the  limits 
specified  by 'the  port  act.  He  also  inforn?ed  the  committee,  that 
he  would  desire  the  admiral  to  lend  his  boats  to  facilitate  tlie  re- 
moval of  the  effects  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  that  he  w^ould  alloiv^ 
carriages  to  pass  and  repass  for  that  purpose.     He  said  likewise, 
that  he  would  take  care  tliat  the  poor,  who  may  remain  in  town,, 
shall  not  suffer  for  want  of  provisions  after  their  own  stock  is  ex- 
pended; and  desired  that  a  letter  might  be  written  to  Dr.  War- 
ren, chairman  of  the  committee  of  congress,  that  those  persons 
in  the  country,  who  may  incline  to  remove  into  Boston  with, 
their  eircct?^,  'may  have  liberty  so  to  do  without  molestation. — - 
An  accoi:nt  of  these  proceedings  was  sent  to  Dr.  Warren;  vmo 
~^•dS  further  informed  by  the  town  committee  [April  2.5.]  "Per- 
mission w.Ui  be  r,ivea  for  30  waggons  to  enter  the  town  at  once,^ 
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to  carry  away  the  cfFecls  of  the  inliabitants  ;  so  soon  as  the??. 
have  rcturncti  to  the  end  of  the  causeway  leading  to  Roxbuiy, 
then  others  will  be  permitted  to  come  in.  ]\onc  will  be  permit- 
ted to  enter  till  after  sun-rise,  nor  remain  after  sun-set.  if  any 
vessel  or  boat  now  in  the  harbour,  be  employed  to  remove  the 
inhabitants  effects,  security  must  be  given  that  it  be  returned. 
It  is  expected  that  leave  be  obtained  for  some  persons  to  go  to 
the  different  parishes,  to  give  notice  to  such  peisons  who  in- 
cline to  come,  with  their  effects,  into  Boston,  that  they  may- 
come  without  molestation  ;  and  it  is  desired,  that  the  waggons 
and  vessels  employed  to  come  to  carry  away  the  goods  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Boston,  may  bring  the  effects  of  those  who  are 
desirous  to  leave  the  country,  they  paying  half  the  charge. 

[April  2o.]    Doctor  Warren  has  this  day  written  to  general 
Gage  ; 

^^  S  I  R, 

THE  unhappy  situation  into  which  this  colony  is  thrown, 
gives  the  greatest  uneasiness  to  every  man  who  regards  the  wel- 
fare of  the  empire,  or  feels  for  the  distresses  of  his  fellow  men  ; 
but  even  now  much  may  be  done  to  alleviate  those  misfortunes 
which  cannot  be  entirely  remedied  ;  and  I  think  it  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  us,  that  our  conduct  be  such,  as  that  the  contend- 
ing parties  may  entirely  rely  upon  the  honor  and  integrity  of 
f-ach  other,  for  the  punctual  performance  of  any  agreement 
that  shall  be  made  between  them.  Your  excellency,  1  believe, 
knows  very  well  the  part  I  have  taken  in  public  affah-s.  I  ever 
scorned  disguise.  I  think  I  have  done  my  duty  ;  some  may  think 
otherwise  ;  but  be  assured,  Sir,  as  far  as  my  influence  goes,  eve- 
ry thing  which  reasonably  can  be  required  of  us  to  do,  shall  be 
done  ;  and  every  thing  promised  shall  be  rehgiously  performed. 
I  should  now  be  very  glad  to  know  from  you.  Sir,  how  many- 
days  you  desire  may  be  allowed  for  such  as  desire  to  remove  to 
Boston  with  their  effects,  and  what  time  you  vvill  allow  the  peo- 
ple in  Boston  for  their  removal.  ^Vhen  I  have  received  the 
information,  I  v/ill  repair  to  congress,  and  hasten,  as  far  as  I  am 
able,  the  issuing  a  proclamation.  1  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  the 
condition  of  admitting  only  thirty  waggons  at  a  tmie  into  the 
town,  appears  to  me  very  inconvenient,  and  will  prevent  the 
good  effects  of  a  proclamation  intended  to  be  issued  for  encou- 
raging all  waggoners  to  assist  in  removing  the  effects  from  Bos- 
ton with  all  possible  speed.  If  your  excellency  v/ill  be  pleased  to 
take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  favor  me  as  soon  as  may 
be  with  an  answer,  it  will  Jay  m.e  under  a  gveyl  obligation,  as  it 

so 
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so  nearly  concerns  the  welfare  of  my  friends  in  Boston.  I  have 
many  things  which  I  wish  to  say  to  your  excellency,  and  most 
:-incerely  wish  I  had  broken  through  the  formalities  which  I 
thought  due  to  your  rank,  and  freely  told  you  all  I  knew  or 
thought  of  public  affairs ;  and  I  must  ever  confess,  whatever 
may  be  the  event,  that  you  generously  gave  me  such  an  open- 
ing as  I  now  think  I  ought  to  have  embraced  ;  but  the  true  cause 
of  my  not  doing  it,  was  the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  vileness  and 
treachery  of  many  persons  around  you,  who  I  suppose  had 
gained  your  entire  confidence. 

i  am,  6cc.  &c/' 

The  committee  of  safety  have  sent  letters  to  Rhode -Island 
and  Connecticut,  importuning  immediate  assistance ;  and  that 
as  large  a  number  of  troops  as  can  be  spared,  may  be  immedi- 
ately marched  forward,  well  stocked  with  provisions  and  ammu- 
jiition,  and  accompanied  with  as  large  a  train  of  artillery  as  can 
be  granted.  They  express  their  determination,  at  all  events, 
to  act  their  parts  with  firmness  and  intrepidity,  knowing  that 
slavery  is  far  worse  than  death. 

The  commitiee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  damages  done 
on  the  19th,  at  Cambridge,  Lexington,  and  Concord,  have  re- 
ported, that  by  fire,  robbery,  and  destruction,  the  same  are  as 
follows:  at  Cambridge,  o£'.901  16s.  5d.  1-4;  at  Lexington, 
<.£'.1320  16s.  Od.  3-4;  and  lit  Concord,  £.206  2s.  5d.  1-4;  in 
all,  ^.2428  i4s.  lid.  1-4.  sternng.  The  parties  exhibited  their 
accounts  on  cath,  and  the  greatest  care  was  taken  that  the  state- 
cf  the  damages  might  be  just. 

My  friend  Quincy  has  sacrificed  his  Hfe  for  the  sake  of  his 
country.  The  ship  in  which  he  sailed,  arrived  at  Cape  Ann 
within  these  two  days  ;  but  he  lived  not  to  get  on  shore,  or  to 
hear  and  triumph  at  the  account  of  the  success  of  the  Lexington- 
engagement.  His  remains  will  be  honorably  interred  by  his  re- 
lations. Let  him  be  numbered  with  the  patriotic  heroes  who 
fall  in  the  cause  of  liberty  ;  and  his  memory  be  dear  to  posterity. 
Let  his  only  surviving  child,  a  son  of  about  three  years,  live  to 
possess  his  noble  virtues,  and  to  transmit  his  name  down  to  fu- 
ture generations.  You  have  my  warmest  acknowledgments  for 
your  last  manuscript.  See  that  you  embrace  every  safe  oppor- 
tunity of  continuing  your  correspondence  ;  you  will  find  me  in 
that  line  of  conduct. 

The  supreme  power  now  extant  in  the  Massachusetts,  has  giv- 
en their  first  naval  commission  to  captain  John  Derb}/,  of  Salem, 
who  is  entrusted  by  the  provincial  congress  with  dispatches  for 
Dr.  Franklin,  containing  an  account  of  the  Lexington  fight,  and 

ail 


A.D,\T.5/]         AMERICAN  REVOLUTION'  ?a9 

an  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain.  He  sails  with- 
out delay.  In  the  address  the  eongress  proFebs  to  place  much  de- 
pendence on  the  honor,  wisdom,  and  valor  ot  Britons  ;  from 
which  tliey  hope  for  their  interference  in  preventing  the  prose- 
cution of  present  measures.  They  make  great  professions  of 
loyalty  ;  but  declare,  that  they  will  not  tamely  submit  to  the  per- 
secution and  tyranny  of  a  cruel  ministj-y  ;  and  that  they  are  de- 
termined to  die  or  be  free,  I'hcy  appeal  to  Heaven  for  the 
justice  of  their  cause.  Should  not  an  accoiiimodation  take  place. 
Heaven  must  grant  them  its  s])ccial  protection,  or  tliey  will  be 
crushed  before  the  power  of  Britain,  notwithstanding  all  tiiut 
the  other  colonies  can  do  for  them  ;  unless  the  officers  who  arc 
employed  against  them,  are  not  supplied  with  an  adequate  force, 
or  are  wretchedly  defective  in  courage,  inclination,,  activity,  pru- 
dence, or  otlier  military  abilities  ;  or  unless  some  foreign  j^ow- 
er^  for  its  own  interest,  and  to  injure  the  parent  state,  takes 
them  by  the  hand.  I'heir  military  stores  are  scarce  worth  men- 
tioning. They  reckon  upon  sixteen  field  pieces.  It  is  vrell  if 
six  of  them  are  calculated  for  much  acWal  service.  There  are 
four  brass  ones,  of  a  smaU  size,  that  may  answer  a  good  pur- 
pose, '-f'hey  have  a  tew  large  iron  cannon,  two  or  three  mor- 
tars and  howitzers,  cannon  bail,  and  shells  ;  but  they  have  only 
eighty-two  half  barrels  of  powder  belonging  to  the  public  store  ; 
most  towns  have  a  small  quantity,  that  however  will  be  soon 
exhausted.  Considering  what  ought  to  be  the  case,,  to  warrant 
a  rcasonable  expectation  of  success  in  a  miHtary  contest  with  i^, 
nation  that  abounds  in  all  the  apparatus  of  war,  they  may  be  , 
pronounced  jdestitute  of  evejv  article  but  men  ;  and,  though, 
these  are  not  wanting  in  natural  courage,  it  will  take  a  consi- 
derable time  to  make  them  thorough  good  soldiers.  1  hey  have 
neither  money  nor  magazines. 


LETTER        XIIL 

London,,  June  12,  1715.     * 

THE  restraining  and  fishery  bill  did  not  pass  through  the 
house  of  lords  with  less  opposition  than  what  it  had  met 
with  in  the  house  of  commons.     Upon  the  motion  for  commit^ 
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ting  ifc  after  the  second  reading,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  op« 
posed  it  with  great  ability,  and  in  the  course  of  his  speech  show- 
ed, that  in  1704,  the  whole  amount  of  the  exports  to  the  New* 
England  colonies  was  only  about  ^.70,000  annually;  that  in 
1754,  it  had  arisen  to  c£.  180,000,  in  the  succeeding  ten  years  to 
^'.400,000,  and  in  the  last  ten  years,  had  nearly  doubled  that  sum. 
The  bill  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  more  than  three  to  one  ; 
but  was  productive  of  a  protest,  signed  by  sixteen  lords.      It  is 
particularly  distinguished,   by  the  severe  censure  passed  upon  a 
lord  high  in  office,  who  in  the  late  debates,    most  unadvisedly 
threw  out  a  charge  of  general  cowardice  against  the  Americans. 
The  fishery  bill  had  scarce  cleared  the  house  of  commons, 
when  lord  North  brought  in  another,  [March  9.]   "  To  restrain 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  colonies  of  New-Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland,  Virginia,   and  South-Carolina,    to  Great- 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  islands  in  the  West-Indies,  un* 
der  certain  conditions  and  limitation."      While  this  bill  was  in 
agitation,  a  long  series  oievidence,  in  behalf  of  the  West-India 
merchants  and  planters,  was  laid  before  the  house.    It  appeared^ 
that  upon  a  very  moderate  computation,  the  capital  in  the  West- 
India  islands,  consisting  of  lands,  buildings,  negroes  and  stock 
of  all  kinds,  did  not  am^ountto  less  than  c£.60,000,000.  sterling; 
that  their  exports  of  late  years  to  Britain,  ran  to  about  190,000 
ds  and  puncheons  of  sugar  and  rum  annually;  amount- 
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ing  in  weight  to  95,000  tons,  and  in  value  about  ^.4,000,000 
exclusive  of  a  great  number  of  smaller  articles,  and  of  their  very 
great  export  to  North-America;  that  their  growth  was  so  rapid 
and  improvement  so  great,  that  within  a  few  years,  their  export 
of  sugar  to  this  kingdom  was  increased  40,000  hogsheads  annu- 
ally, amounting  to  about  o£*.800,000  in  value.  The  probability, 
was  apparent,  that  more  thanhalf  of  the  capital  of  «£". 6 0,000,000 
was  either  the  immediate  property  of  persons  resident  in  this 
country,  or  owing  to  them ;  and  also  that  the  revenue  gained 
above  o£'.700,000  a  year  upon  the  direct  West-India  trade,  ex- 
clusive of  its  eventual  and  circuitous  products,  and  of  the  Afri- 
can trade. 

[March  20.]  Mr.  Burke  made  a  number  of  conciliatory  pro- 
positions with  respect  to  the  colonies,  contained  in  a  set  ot  re- 
solutions, which  he  accompanied  and  elucidated  by  a  celebrat- 
ed speech.  He  traced  that  unconquerable  spirit  of  freedom,  that 
violent  passion  for  Hberty,  by  which  the  colonists  are  distinguish- 
ed from  all  other  people  of  the  world,  from  the  sources  of  their 
descent,  education,  manners,  religious  principles,  forms  ofgo- 
vcrnment,  and  distance  from  the  head  of  the  empire.  He 
made  it  appear^  th^t  the  whole  exports  lo  North- Ame- 
rica, 
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nca,  the  West-Indies,  and  Afiica,  in  1704  (fiom  England  it  must 
be,  for  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  had  not  then  taken  place) 
amounted  only  in  value  to  cf.56y,930  but  the  conipaiative  value 
of  money  at  that  pciiod,  was  much  greater  than  at  present.  Ja 
1772,  the  exports  from  Great-Britain  to  the  same  places,  amount- 
ed at  a  medium,  to  no  less  than  i;'. 6, 024, 171.  He  also  shewed 
Lhat  the  "johoU  export  trade  of  England,  including  that  to  the 
•colonics,  amounted  in  1704,  only  to  c£\6, 509,000.  Thus  the 
trade  to  the  colonics  alone  was  in  1772,  within  less  than  half  ii 
million  of  being  equal  to  what  was  carried  on  by  England  with 
the  w^hole  world,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century.  How- 
ever astonishing  this  general  increase  of  the  whole  colonies  may 
appear,  the  growth  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania  is  still  more 
extraordinary.  In  1704,  the  whole  exports  to  that  colony,  a- 
mounted  to  no  more  than  .£.11,459  and  in  1772,  they  were  risea 
to  of.507,909  being  nearly  fifty  times  the  original  demand,  and 
almost  equal  to  the  whole  colony  export  at  the  first  period. — 
This  astonishing  growth  of  the  colonies,  within  little  more  thaa 
half  a  century,  and -the  prodigious  share  they  contribute  to  our 
greatness,  makes  them  a  matter  of  the  first  importance  to  our- 
selves, and  must  excite  the  admiratien  of  .future  ages. 

The  previous  question  w^as  moved  on  the  first  proposition, 
and  carried  by  270  to  78  ;  and  thus  ended  the  business. 

But  the  ill  success  which  has  attended  all. conciliatory  propo- 
sitions hitherto,  -excepting  '.those  .which  have  originated  from 
government,  did  not  deter  Mr.  Hartley  from  making  a  similar 
attempt.  T April  27.]  The  motion,  however,  was  rejected  with- 
out a  division. 

During  the  progress  of  the  second  restraining  bill,  an  additi- 
onal clause  was  moved  for  by  the  minister ;  whereby  the  counties 
of  New^castle,  Kent  and  Sussex,  on  the  Delaware,  w^ere  included 
in  the  prohibitions  of  that  bill,  and  carried  without  a  division. 

While  these  matters  were  transacting,  several  petitions  were 
received  from  manufacturing  tov/ns  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  against 
tlie  coercive  acts.  Some  counter  petitions  v/ere  also  received, 
calling  for  an  enforcement  of  the  law^s  of  Britain,  as  the  only- 
means  of  preserving  a  trade  with  the  colonieSo  Much  altercati- 
on arose  on  the  truth  of  the  facts  alledged  on  both  sides,  as  welt 
as  on  the  manner  of  obtaining  the  signatures,  and  the  quality  o£ 
tliose  who  signed.  The  minority  insisted,  that  the  most  who  sign- 
ed the  war-petitions,  asthey  called  them,  were  persons  who iiad 
little  or  no  interest  in  the  Americantrade,  but  of  that  desC'-^ptioa 
of  warm  and  active  party  men,  commonly  called  torie^.  And 
they  entered  into  several  examinations  to  prove  the  ;rath  of  the 

YoL.  I.  S  s  former 
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former  part  of  their  assertion.  This- produced  many  long  and 
hot  debates.  Other  petitionswere  presented  to  the  crown,  and 
equally  disregarded  ;  one  from  the  British  settlers  in  Canada,  a- 
gainst  the  Quebec:  bill ;  one  from  the  quakers,  in  which  besides 
endeavoring  to  diffuse  the  influence  of  that  spirit  of  peace  which 
is  the  predominant  principle  in  their  religious  system,  they  de- 
clared themselves  persuaded,  that  there  are  not  in  his  majesty's, 
extensive  dominions,  subjects  more  loyal,  and  more  zealously 
attached  to  his  royal  person,  his  family  and  government,  than 
in  the  provinces  of  America,  among  all  religious  denominations. 
His  majesty,  however,  w^ent  in  person  to  the  house,  and  gave 
the  royal  assent  to  the  restraining  and  fxshery  bill,  in  the  usual 
form.  In  this  season  of  public  discontent,  when  the  minds  of 
all  were  agitated  on  one  side  or  other,  the  city  of  London,  not 
discouraged  by  the  fate  of  all  its  applications  for  a  number  of 
years  past,  once  more  approached  the  throne  wdth  an  address, 
remonstrance,  and  petition  [April  10.]  upon  a  subject,  and  in  sl 
manner  as  little  calculated  to  obtain  a  favorable  reception,  as 
any  of  the  preceding.  In  this  remonstrance  they  recapitluated 
the  whole  catalogue  of  American  grievances  ;  declared  their  ab- 
horrence of  the  measures  wliieli  had  been  pursued,  and  w^ere. 
then  pursuing  ;  and  justified  the  resistance  to  which  the  Ame- 
ricans had  been  driven,  upon  the  great  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution ;  "  actuated  by  which,"  they  said,  *' at  the  glorious  pe- 
riod of  tlie  revolution,  our  ancestors  transferred  the  imperial 
crown  of  these  realms  to  the  illustrious  house  of  Brunswick.'* 
lliey  beseeched  his  majesty  immediatelv  and  for  ever  to  dismiss, 
irom  his  councils,  those  ministers  and  advisers  w-ho  had  been  at 
the  bottom  of  the  preceding  measures-.  His  majesty  delivered 
the  following  answer :  *Htis  with  tlie  utmost  astonishment,  that  I 
fmd  any  of  my  subjects  capabk  of  encouraging  the  rebellious 
disposition  '/diich  unhappily  oexists  in  my  colonies  in  North- 
America.  Having  entire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  my  par- 
liament, the  great  council  of  the  nation,  I  will  steadily  pursue 
those  measures  which  they  have  recommended  for  the  support 
of  the  constitutional  rights  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  protection, 
^f  the  commercial  rights  of  m^y  kingdom." 

The  earl  of  EfBngham  has  uniformly  opposed  the  whole  system, 
cfineasures  pursued  against  the  Americans,  and  finding  that  the 
xev.iment  in  which  he  served  w^as  at  length  destined  for  America, 
Slid  'Lhinking  it  inconsistent  with  his  character,  and  beneath  his 
dignity  to  enforce  measures  with  his  sword,  which  he  had  so  ut- 
terly contlemned  in  his  legislative  capacity  [Mar.  12.]  he  wrote 
a  letter  of  resignation  to  the  secretary  of  war.  In  it  he  deeply, 
regretted  his  being  necessitated  to  quit  the  military  profession  ; 

but 
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but  said,  "I  cannot,  without  leproach  from  my  own  consriV 
ence,  consent  to  bear  arms  agaiivit  my  fellow-snbjccts  in  Ame- 
rica, in  what,  to  my  discernmeat,  is  not  a  clear  cause."  Pity 
that  it  is  not  a  polnt'of  honor  with  aU  military  ofhcers,  to  consi- 
der the  merits  of  the  cause  wherein  their  swords  are  to  be  em- 
ployed, and  when  they  are  not  satisfied  in  their  own  judgments, 
to  practise  as  the  noble  carl  has  done.  Such  a  point  un>«.'P()r 
might  hinder  many  a  war. 

The  British  ambassador  at  the  Hague,  sppli<^d  to  the  Saa-s 
to  forbid  their  subjects  s'. implying  the  Americans  with  arms,  am- 
munition, gun-powder^  &c.  and  they  by  proclamation  prohibit- 
ed the  exportation  of  all  such  artickS;  in  Dutch  or  fo-.-eigu  ships,^ 
from  any  of  their  dominions,  without  licence,  on  penalty  ot 
forfeiting  about  £.90  sterlings  Judge  whether  thf:;  prolits  of  the 
voyage  will  not  be  so  great  as  to  make  it  worth  the  merchants 
while  to  run  the  risk  of  that  sumi.  Let  the  American  vessels  re- 
pair to  Holland,  and  the  Dutch  will  furnish  them  \yith  gun- 
powder in  large  glass  bottles  of  several  gallons  dimensions,  un^ 
der  the  notion  of  spirits,  or  liquor  of  one  kind  or  other. f 
France  was  also  applied  to,  and  could  have  crushed  all  assist- 
ance, by  express  prohibition  ;  but  only  told  her  subjects,  that 
ii  they  afforded  any,  it  was  at  their  own  risk  ;  tantamount  to— - 
if  you  v/ill  venture,  you  may.  Spain  roundly  refused  giving  the 
ieast  hindrance  to  hei'  subjects, 

[March  13.]  His  majesty  went  to  the  house  of  peers,  and 
gave  the  royal  assent  to  the  bill  for  restraining  the  trade  of  New- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  &c.  Thus  the  probability  of  the  colonies 
dividing  from  each  other  is  lessened,  and  their  union  becomes 
more  establihed.  Some  future  proceedings  in  the  proyinces  of 
New-York  and  North-Carolinaj  will  be  likely  to  consolidate  the 
whole  continent. 

The  American  fisheries  being  now  abclished,  measures  were 
aiecessary  to  supply  their  place,  and  to  guard  against  the  conse- 
quences of  the  foreign  markets  either  changing  the  course  of 
consum.ption,  or  falling  into  the  hands  of  strangers.  It  was  also 
expedieni:  to  pay  a  greater  attention  to  the  interests  of  Ireland, 
than  what  had  been  practised  for  many  years.  The  minister 
therefore  moved  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  [Mar.  27.] 
to  consider  of  the  encouragement  proper  to  be  given  to  the  fishe- 
ries of  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  committee,  in  its  progress,  grant- 
ed several  bounties  to  the  ships  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  ihcir 
encouragement  in  prosecuting  the  Newfoundland  fishery  ;  and 
two  resolutions  were  introduced  and  passed;  in  favor  of  the  latter 

t  Thii  was  pra^jfed^ 

Kingdom; 


Sf*  The   history  of  the  [A,  D.  T7Y5. 

hingdom.  Complaints,  however,  were  made,  that  clauses  were 
insidiously  stolen  into  the  act,  to  prevent  its  operating  in  any  con- 
siderable extent.  The  committee  agreed  also  to  the  granting  of 
bounties  for  encouraging  the  whale  fishery,  and  to  take  off  the 
duties  payable  upon  the  importation  of  oil,  blubber,  and  bone, 
from  Newfoundland,  6cc.  and  on  the  importation  of  seal  skins. 

Ministry  have  not  confined  themselves  to  the  making  of  laws;, 
they  have  also  sent  out  against  the  Americans,  generals  Howe,. 
Chnton,  and  Burgoyne,  in  the  Cerberus  [Mar.  28.]  The  trans- 
ports with  troops  to  reinforce  governor  Gage,  sailed  a  week: 
after  from  Cork. 

[May  15.]  Toward  the  close  of  the  session,  Mr.  Burke  ac- 
quainted  the  house  with  his  having  received  a  paper  of  great 
importance  from  the  general  assembly  at  New-York.  He  observ- 
ed that  it  was  a  complaint,  in  the  form  of  a  remonstrance,  of  se- 
veral acts  of  parhament,  some  of  which  they  affirmed  had  esta- 
blished principles,  and  others  had  made  regulations  subversive  of 
.the  rights  of  English  subjects.  He  afterward  moved  that  it 
anight  be  brought  up.  The  minister  immediately  moved  an  a^ 
mendment,  which  proved  an  indirect  but  effectual  negative  upon 
Mr.  Burke's  motion.  The  amendment  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  186  to  67  ;  the  question  being  then  put  on  the  amended  mc^ 
tion,  it  was  rejected  without  a  division.  The  New-York  memo- 
jial  to  the  lords  was  brought  in  by  the  duke  of  Manchester,  who 
moved  for  its  being  read.  After  some  altercation  the  question 
was  called  for,  and  upon  a  division,  the  motion  was  rejected  by 
a  majority  of  45  against  25v  The  petition  to  the  king  was  re- 
ceived, but  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  not  granted.  Such  is 
the  fate  of  the  applications  made  by  the  general  assembly  of 
JN^ew-York,  for  a  redress  of  tlieir  supposed  grievances.  It  must 
tend  to  widen  the  breach  between  Britain  and  the  colonics. 

[May  17.]  Lord  Camden  presented  a  petition  to  the  house  of"^ 
lords,  from  the  British  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Quebec, 
in  which  they  stated  their  grievances,  and  implored  their  lord- 
ships favorable  interposition  that  the  Quebec  act  might  be  repeal- 
ed or  amended,  and  that  they  might  enjoy  their  constitutional 
rights,  privileges,  and  franchises.  His  lordship,  after  expatiat- 
ing on  the  evils  of  the  act,  proposed  a  bill,  which  v,'as  read,  for 
the  repeal  of  the  late  act.  This  measure  was  strongly  opposed 
by  administration,  and  a  motion  was  made  by  lord  Dartmouth, 
that  the  bill  be  rejected,  which  v/as  carried  by  a  majority  of  60 
out  of  88,  there  being  only  twenty-eight  lords  who  supported 
the  bill.  Much  censure  having  been  expressed  or  implied,  both 
"within  doors  and  without,  relative  to  the  whole  conduct  of  the 
bishops  in  tiie  Canada  transactions,  the  reverend  father  of  that 

bench. 
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bench,  stood  up  during  the  debate  to  justify  the  Quebec  act,  so- 
far  as  it  related  to  religious  matters,  wliich  he  did  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  toleration,  the  faith  of  the  capitulation,  and  the  terms 
of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  but  many  were  far  from  being 
convinced,  that  these  principles  required  such  a  full  and  perfect 
establishment  of  the  popish  religion,  as  is  granted  l)v  the  act  it- 
self. 

[May  18.]  Sir  George  Saville  presented  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons, another  petition  from  the  same  inhabitants  of  Quebec,  ia 
which,  among  other  things,  they  represented  with  too  much  truth, 
tliat  the  petition  to  liis  majesty,  in  the  name  of  all  the  French  in- 
habitatnts  of  that  province,  and  upon  which  the  late  law  had  been 
•  avowedly  founded,  was  not  fairly  obtained,  and  had  neither  re- 
ceived the  concurrence  of  the  people  in  general,  nor  even  been 
communicated  to  them,  but  had  been  carried  about  in  a  secret 
manner,  and  signed  by  a  few  of  the  noblesse,  advocates,  and 
others,  who  were  in  their  confidence.  They  affirmed  that  the 
inhabitants  in  general  were  as  much  alarmed  as  themselves,  at  the 
introduction  of  the  Canadian  laws.  They  concluded  by  praying, 
that  the  said  act  might  be  repealed  or  amended.  Sir  George  ex- 
amined and  laid  open  the  week  or  obnoxious  parts  of  the  act,  and 
threw  new  light  even  upon  those  which  had  already  undergone 
the  highest  degree  of  colouring,  and  then  concluded  his  speech 
with  moving  for  a  repeal  of  the  late  act  for  the  better  government 
of  the  province  of  Quebec.  Considerable  debates  ensued,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  minister  avowed  his  intention,  if  it  should 
become  necessarv,  of  arming  the  Canadians  against  the  other 
colonies.  But  he  declared  his  firm  persuasion,  that  the  trou- 
bles in  America,  would  be  speedily  and  happily  settled  w^ith- 
out  blood- shed.  Notwithstanding  this  declaration  it  was  whis- 
pered, that  he  was  uneasy^  and  from  wdiat  general  Gage  wrote 
last,  dreaded  the  news  by  the  April  packet.  For  some,  wiio 
professed  to  have  the  best  information,  asserted  that  orders  were 
sent  to  apprehend  Messrs.  Gushing,  Samuel  Adams,  Hancock 
and  others,  and  to  transport  them  to  Great-Britain  ;  and  that 
the  receipt  of  these  orders  had  been  acknowledged;  but  that 
second  orders  had  been  dispatched  to  hang  them  at  Boston.  Sir 
George  Savilie's  motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  more  than 
two  to  one,  the  numbers  being  174  to  86. 

[May  26.]  The  speaker,  when  he  presented  the  money  bills 
for  the  royal  assent,  gave  an  assurance  in  his  speecii  io  his  majes- 
ty, that  if  the  Americans  persisted  in  their  resolutions,  and  the 
sword  must  be  drawn,  the  commons  would  do  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  maintain  and  support  the  supremacy  of  tliis  legis- 
lature. 

The 


S2'S  The    history  of   the  [A,  D,,  1115, 

The  icing  gave  his  royal  assent  to  the  several  bills,  both  pub- 
lic and  private,  which  remained  to  be  passed  into  acts  ;  and  clos- 
ed the  session  by  a  speech  from  the  throne,  in  v^hich  he  expres- 
sed the  most  perfect  satisfaction  in  the  conduct  of  the  parliament, 
during  the  course  of  their  session  ;  and  his  persuasion,  that  the 
most  salutry  effects  must,  in  the  end,  result  from  measures  form- 
ed and  conducted  on  such  principles,  as  those  on  which  they  had 
acted.  A  favorable  representation  was  made  of  the  pacific  dis- 
position of  other  powers,  and  the  usual  assurence  given  of  en- 
deavoring to  secure  the  public  tranquility„. 

[May  28.]  Captain  Derby  arrived  w^ith  his  dispatches  for  Dr, 
Franklin  got  to  London  in  the  evening,  and  delivered  them  to 
Dr.  Lee,  as  the  other  agent  had  left  the  country.  The  circulat- 
ed accounts  of  the  action  were  vague  ;  is  was  plain  however, 
that  the  troops  had  been  worsted ;  and  that  government  feared 
it,  though  they  disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  what  had  happened. 

The  Sukey,  captain  Brown,  though  she  sailed  four  days  be- 
fore captain  Derby's  vessel,  did  not  arrive  till  the  ninth  of  June 
with  general  Gage's  dispatches.  The  Gazette  has  given  us  the 
govermental  account  of  the  Lexington  engagement.  From  the 
praises  bestowed  upon  officers  and  men  for  their  activity  and  bra- 
very, it  is  evident,  that  the  Americans  made  the  business  of  the 
day  a  hard,  difficult  and  dangerous  service  to  themo  The  nation 
in  general  is  not  so  shocked  with  this  transaction  as  the  import- 
ance of  it  requires.  It  was  a  fatal  mistake  to  send  soldiers  instead 
of  shipping  ;  and  no  less  so  to  order  them  to  Boston,  instead  of 
planting  them  in  New-York  (where  government  has  a  strong 
interest)  and  securing  a  fortified  line  of  communication  from 
thence  to  Canada,  with  which  to  divide  he  southern  from  the 
New-England  colonies. 

Six  more  regiments  of  foot  have  received  orders  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  embark  for  America,  They  are  encouraged 
by  an  expectation,  into  which  they  are  drawn  by  the  informations 
given  them,  of  possessing  farms  and  other  confiscated  property,. 


■hET  T  EM 
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LETT     E     R        XIV. 

Eoxhury^  August  15,  177 J. 
My  dear  sir, 

TO  prevent  an  omission,  let  me  Ijegin  with  mentioning,  that 
when  governor  Martin  met  the  general  assembly  of  North- 
Carolina,  at  Newbern  [April  4,  1775.]  he  made  a  speech  to 
them  in  a  high  governmental  strain  ;  and  expressed  his  expecta- 
tion that  they  would  oppose  so  dangerous  a  step  as  the  unwar- 
rantable measure  of  appointing  delegates  to  attend  acongrees  in 
Philadelphia.  He  also  told  them  that  they  were  most  pecu- 
liarly called  upon  to  oppose  a  meeting  of  delegates  which  the 
people  had  been  invited  to  choose,  and  who  were  appointed  to 
assemble  at  that  very  time  and  place,  in  the  face  of  the  legisla- 
ture. The  assembly,  in  their  answer,  justified  the  meeting  of 
the  people,  and  said,  *'  Be  it  far  from  us  even  to  wish  to  pre- 
vent the  operations  of  the  convention  now  held  at  Newbern.'* 
They  also  took  the  opportunity,  the  first  that  had  been  giveri 
them,  to  express  their  warm  attachment  to  their  sister  colonies 
in  general,  and  their  heart-felt  compassion  for  the  deplorable 
state  of  the  town  of  Boston,  and  to  declare  the  fixed  resolution 
of  the  colony  to  unite  with  the  other  colonies  in  every  effort  to 
i£tain  their  just  rights  and  liberties. 

Let  me  now  enter  upon  the  narration  of  the  effects  of  the 
Lexington  engagement,  out  of  the  Massachusetts  colony.  The 
news  of  it  flew  with  the  utmost  rapidity  ;  and  influenced  the 
minds  of  all  people,  ajiswerable  to  their  various  apprehensior.u> 
and  attachments. 

Col.  Putnam  served  with  the  Connecticut  troops  under  Gen. 
Amherst  the  last  war.  By  his  courage  and  conduct  he  secured  tv> 
himself  a  good  share  of  reputation.  When  peace  commenced, 
he  returned  to  the  civil  line  of  life.  Of  late  he  has  occupied  a 
tavern,  with  a  farm  annexed  to  it.  Such  a  junction  is  frequent  m 
New-England,  and  tlie  occupation  not  at  all  inconsistent  with  a 
Roman  character.  The  Lexington  news  was  brought  him  while 
working  in  a  leathern  frock  and  apron,  at  a  stone  wall,  with 
which  to  fence  in  his  land..  This  was  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the- 
morning:.  After  giving  his  men  some  direction  how  to  proceed 
he  went  home,  got  his  horse,  and  rode  to  the  neighboring  towns, 
to  acquaint  the  militia  officers  and  others  with  what  had  taken 
place.  As  he  was  returning,  he  found  some  hundreds  mustered,, 
who  informed  him  tliat  they  had  appointed  him  their  generaij. 

and 
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and  were  determined  to  march  off  immediately.  He  said  thath^ 
was  not  ready,  had  no  money  about  him,  and  must  go  and  get 
some.  They  suppUed  him  from  among  themselves  ;  on  which  be 
gave  proper  orders  for  their  marching  after  him,  and  went  for- 
ward in  his  check  shirt,  upon  the  same  beast,  and  got  to  Con- 
cord the  next  morning  by  sun-rise,  having  rode,  as  he  suppos- 
ed, from  eleven  o'clock  of  the  preceding  morning,  not  less  than 
a  hundred  miles  within  the  eighteen  hours.  1  he  militia  that 
followed  him,  marched  with  a  quick  step  till  they  reached  the 
place  of  destination. 

Mr.  Benedict  Arnold  o'i^QW-'ti^iVtn^  had  been  chosen  captain 
of  a  volunteer  company  by  the  inhabitants,  when  they  began  to 
prepare  for  whatever  might  happen.  No  sooner  did  the  Lex>. 
ington  news  reach  him,  than  he  called  his  company  together, 
and  asked  them  whether  they  would  march  off  with  him  the  next 
morning  for  the  neighbourhood  of  Boston,  distant  150  miles. — - 
They  agreed;  and  at  the  proper  time  paraded  before  the  tavern 
w^here  a  committee  was  sitting.  He  applied  to  the  gentlemicn 
for  powder  and  ball ;  they  demurred  supplying  him,  as  he  was 
not  duly  authorized.  The  captain,  in  haste  to  fly  to  the  help  of 
his  suffering  brethren,  proposed  procuring  the  supply  by  force  if 
needful,  to  which  the  volunteers  consented.  He  then  sent  for 
the  committee,  and  informed  them  what  he  was  determined  up- 
on. Colonel  Wooster  came  out,  and  would  have  persuadedhim 
to  wait  till  he  had  received  proper  orders;  to  which  capt.  Arnold 
answered,  "  None  but  God  Jlmightij  shall  preveyitmy  viarch^ 
tng.^^  The  committee  perceiving  his  fixed  resolution,  supplied 
him;  and  he  marched  off  instantly,  and  with  his  company  reach- 
ed the  American  head-quarters  by  the  29th  of  April. 

[April  23.]  The  news  reached  New- York  on  the  Lord's 
day.  On  hearing  it,  capt.  Sears  conceived  the  design  of  stop- 
ping ah  vessels  going  to  Quebec,  Newfoundland,  Georgia,  and 
Boston;  several  were  about  to  sail.  He  consulted  Mr.  Lamb, 
who  joined  in  the  measure.  They  then  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
committee  of  Philadelphia,  assuring  them  that  all  vessels  v/ould  be 
sopt  at  New-York,  and  signed  it  with  their  nam^es,  that  so  the 
assurance  miight  be  relied  upon.  The  express  being  sent  off,  they 
contrived  to  assemble  the  people,  without  its  being  known  upon 
what  business;  and  when  they  were  met,  it  was  concluded  upon 
to  shut  up  the  custom-house.  The  officer  was  waited  on,  who 
considering  the  expediency  of  a  compliance,  ordered  the  keys  to 
he  delivered  up  to  capt.  Sears.  The  merchants  whose  vessels 
were  cleared  out,  dared  not  to  admit  of  their  saiJing.  The 
Philadelphia  committee,  relying  upon  the  assurance  that  had 
been  given  them,  so  managed  as  that  it  was  agreed,   to   shut 

up 
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up  their  port  also  against  all  vessels  going-  to  the  before  menti- 
oned places. 

The  hostilities  in  the  Massacliusetls  th.rew  the  ciiy  of  New- 
York  into  such  a  state  of  tumult,  that  it  was  judged  expedient, 
with  a  view  of  restoring  tran([uility  and  good  order,  to  appoint 
-a  general  committee  of  a  hundred,  for  the  city  and  county  of 
New-York,  which  answered,  [May  5.]  This  eommiitee  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  coun-. 
cil  ofthecity'of  London,  which  was  signed  by  seventy-seven  of 
them.  In  it  they  declared,  that  "The  disposal  of  th<:ir  own 
property,  with  perfect  spontaniety,  and  in  a  manner  wliolly  di- 
vested of  every  appearance  of  constraint,  is  their  indefeasible 
birth-right.  This  exalted  blessing  they  are  absolutely  determin- 
ed to  defend  with  their  blood,  and  to  transfer  uncontaminatcd 
to  their  posterity."  They  professed  their  readiness  to  submit 
cheerfully  to  a  regulation  of  commerce  by  the  legislature  of  the 
parent  state,  excluding  in  its  nature,  every  idea  of  taxation  ; 
but  reprobated  the  mmister's  conciliatory  plan.  They  gave  as- 
surance, *'  That  America  is  grown  so  irritable  by  oppression, 
that  the  least  shock  in  any  part  is,  by  the  most  powerful  and 
sympathetic  afFeciion,  instantaneously  felt  through  the  wliole 
•continent — that  while  the  whole  continent  are  ardently  wishing 
for  peace  upon  such  terms  as  can  be  acceded  to  by  Englishmen, 
they  are  indefatigable  in  preparing  for  the  last  appeal."  "  Near 
the  close  they  said,  "  We  speak  the  real  sentiments  of  the  con- 
federated colonies  on  the  continent,  from  Nova-Scotia  to  Geor- 
gia, when  we  declare,  that  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war  will 
never  compel  America  to  submit  to  taxation  by  -authority  of 
parliament."  They  concluded  with  expressing  their  confidence 
of  the  most  vigorous  exertions  of  the  city  of  London  to  restore 
union  and  mutual  peace  to  the  whole  empire. 

[May  6.]  The  next  day  an  association  was  signed  by  upward 
of  a  thousand  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county. 
They  in  the  most  solemn  manner  declared,  that  they  associated 
to  endeavor  carrying  into  execution  v/hatever  measure  might 
be  recommended  by  the  continental  congress,  or  be  resolved  up- 
on by  their  own  provincial  convention,  for  the  purp()i>e  oi  pre- 
serving their  constitution,  and  opposing  the  execution  of  the  op- 
pressive acts  of  the  British  parliament,  untila  reconciliation  be- 
tween Great-Britain  and  America,  on  constitutional  principles, 
can  be  obtained  ;  and  that  they  would  in  all  thmgs  follow  the 
advice  of  their  general  committee,  respecting  the  purposes  afore- 
said, the  preservation  of  peace  and  good  order,  and  the  safety 
of  individual  and  private  propertv. 

"  Vol.  I,  T  t  The 
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The  Inhabitants  armed  themselves  also  with  great  diligence  and 
industryc  But  it  is  not  to  be  inteired  from  these  strong  appear- 
ances, that  there  is  a  real  and  general  union  in  sentiment  among 
the  New-Yorkers.  They  are  much  divided  ;  though  each  party- 
has  thus  coaleasced  with  a  vkw  of  serving  its  own  particular  in- 
terest. The  tories  have  joined,  to  prevent  the  violence  which 
might  otherwise  exist,  and  to  check  the  progress  of  the  sons  of 
liberty.  The  whigs  have  joined,  in  hope  of  drawing  the  others 
into  such  lengths  in  opposing  ministerial  measures  as  are  re- 
probated by  them  at  present^ 

The  ^  ^ew-Jersey  people,  on  receiving  the  Lexington  news,, 
took  possesion  of  the  province  treasury,  in  w^hich  there  was 
about  c£.20,000  part  of  it  is  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the 
troops  they  are  now  raising  for  the  defence  of  the  liberties  of 
America. 

The  citizens  oi  Philadelphia,  beside  stopping  the  vessels  as 
before  related,  were  spirited  up  to  attempt  perfecting  their  pre- 
parations.for  the  most  serious  and  painful  contest. 

The  governor  of  the  province  laid  before  the  assembly  the  mi- 
nister's conciliatory  plan  ;  and  obsen^ed  to  them  that  they  were 
the  Jrst  assembly  on  the  continent  to  whom  it  had  been  commu- 
nicated. After  considering  it,  they  said,  *'  If  no  other  objection 
to  the  plan  proposed,  occurred  to  us,  we  should  esteem  it  a  de- 
sertion of  sister  colonies,  connected  by  an  union  founded  on 
}ust  motives  and  mutual  faith,  and  conducted  by  general  coun- 
cils, for  a  single  colony  to  adopt  a  measure  so  extensive  in  con- 
sequence, without  the  advice  and  consent  of  those  colonies  en- 
gaged with  us  by  solemn  ties  in  the  same  common  cause."  The 
complectionof  the  assembly  has  been  changed,  in  the  choice  of 
deputies  for  the  approaching  congress,  made  last  December,  Mr. 
Galloway  was  left  out ;  and  on  the  sixth  of  May,  the  house  add- 
ed three  more  to  the  number  of  their  deputies,  and  the  first  on 
the  list  was  Dr.  Franklin.'  Thus  have  they,  since  his  arrival, 
expressed,  their  approbation  of  his  conduct,  and  their  confidence 
in  his  abilities.  The  plan  has  been  since  proposed  to  other  colo- 
ny assemblies,  but  with  no  better  success  than  in  Pennsylvania^ 

The  account  of  the  action  arrived  at  Baltimore,  in  Maryland, 
in  six  days  ;  tlie  inhabitants,  immediately  seized  upon  the  pro- 
vincial magazine,  containing  1500  stand  of  arms,  ^c.  They 
also  stopped  all  exports  to  the  fishh-»g  islands,  and  those  colonies 
Avhich  have  refused  to  unite  witli  their  brethren  in  the  common 
cause  ;  and  all  supplies  to  the  navy  and  army  at  Boston. 

In  Virginia  a  provincial  congress  met  in  March,  for  want  of 
a  legal  assembly,  and  took  measures  for  arraying  the  militia,  the 
^litia  laws  being  expired ;  and  recommended  to  each  county 

tke 
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the  raising  of  a  volunteer  company  for  the  belter  defence  of  the 
counttv.  On  the  20th  of  April  the  governor  employed  the  cap-  #^ 
tain  ot'  an  armed  vessel  to  convey,  by  night,  on  Ijoard  his  ship,  W 
from  the  public  magazine,  out  of  about  one  and  twenty,  fifteen 
half  barrels  of  powder,  containing  50lb.  each.  The  citizens  of 
Williamsburg  were  greatly  alarmed,  so  that  the  mayor  and 
corporation  addressed  his  lordship  upon  the  occasion,  who,  in 
his  answer,  informed  them,  that  hearing  of  an  insurrection  in  a 
neighboring  county,,  he  had  removed  the  powder  from  the  ma- 
gazine to  a  place  of  perfect  security  ;,  and  that  whenever  it  was 
wanted  on  any  insurrection,  it  should  be  delivered  in  half  an 
hour.  The  news  of  the  seizure  soon  reached  Hanover  county,^ 
upon  which  captain  Patrick  Henry,  and  the  other  volunteers  of 
the  county,  marched  for  Williamsburg,  with  a  view  of  securing 
the  public  treasury  from  the  like  catastrophe,  and  of  obtaining  a 
return  of  the  powder,^  or  a  compensation  for  it.  More  than  a 
hundred  and  lifty,  all  well  accoutred,  and  making  a  martial  ap- 
pearance, advanced  within  15  miles  of  the_^*  oital ;  but  a  suffi- 
cient sum  of  money  being  paid  by  the  receiver-general  to  com- 
pensate for  the  powder,  and  the  citizens  engaging  to  guard  the 
public  treasury  and  magazine,  they  dispersed,  and  returned  to 
their  respective  hom.es„ 

The  value  of  the  whole  magazine  was  very  inadequate  to  the^ 
alarm  and  disturbance  which  the  governor's  measure  excited. — 
Neither  powder  nor  muskets  were  sufficient  to  answer  any  es- 
sential purpose,  or-  even  to  justify  apprehension. 

His  lordship  was  exceedingly  irritated  at  the  behavior  of  the- 
peoplc,'  and  threw  out  threats,  -  Those  of  setting  up  the  royal 
standard,  of  enfranchising  the  Negroes,  and  arming  them  against 
their  master?,  and  of  destroying  the  city  ;  with  other  expressi- 
ons of  a  similar  tendency,  not  only  spread  a  general  alarm  thro* 
the  colony,  but  excited  a  kind  of  abhorrence  of  government, 
and  an  incurable  suspicion  of  its-  designs. >■  Meanwhile,  several 
public  meetings  were  heidin  different  counties,  in  all  of  which 
the  seizing  of  "^the  powder,  and  the  governor's  threats^  were  re- 
probated in  the  strongest  terms.  The  news  of  Lexington  en-  ^ 
gagemcnt  arriving  when  the  minds  of  the  Virginians  were  in 
such  a  fermient,  tended  to  increase  their  apprehensions,  and  of 
course  attention  to  the  militia  and  volunteer  companies. 

It  was  not  long  ere  the  same  new^s  reached  Chaxleston,  'n  ^-J^ 
South-Carolina.     The  hopes  of  the  inhabitants,  that_  the  non- 
importation  and  non-exportation  agreements  would  induce  the  ***^' 
parent  state  to  recede  from  her'demands,  were  blasted  on  the  ar-  S.C».* 
rival  of  a  packet  from  London,  the   19th  of  April;  but  when 
tlie  Lexington  newc-was  received,  tJiey  concluded  that  the  colo- 
nies 
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nies  were  to  be  dragooned  into  slavery.  The  thought  excited 
the  greatest  indignation ;  but  they  paused  upon  considering; 
their  situation.  The  province,  for  near  two  hundred  miles  coast- 
ways,  was  accessible  to  the  British  fleets  and  armies.  It  had  but 
a  few  trifling  fortifications,  and  these  held  by  British  officers. 
The  western  frontiers  Vvrere  exposed  to  the  savages ;  and  the- 
Negroes  might  be  prevailed  upon,  by  insinuations,  to  slay  their 
masters.  The  governor  had  the  command  of  the  militia ;  and 
ail  the  officers  had  their  commissions  from  him.  The  inhabit- 
ants were  quite  defenceless,  without  arms,  ammunition,  cloath- 
mg^  ships,  money,  or  men  skilled  in  the  arts  of  war.  The  stx)res- 
of  the  merchants  afforded  no  supplies  of  a  warlike  nature  ;  no 
exception  having  been  made  in  the  general  scheme  of  non-im- 
portation. They  could  not,  however,  brook  a  mean  submission 
to  the  dictates  of  Britain ;  and  therefore  determined  upon  a 
manly  and  virtuous  resistance.  Accordingly,  on  the  night  after 
intelligence  of  actual  hostilities  were  received,  a  number  of  the 
principal  gentleman  of  the  tow\,  possessed  themselves  of  twelve 
hundred  stand  of  arms,  with  the  accoutrements;  removed  them 
directly  from  the  royal  arsenal,  and  afterward  distributed  them- 
among  the  men  enlisted  in  the  public  service- 
Let  us  return  to  notice  an  expedition  planned  in  Connecticut.. 
The  necessity  of  securing  Tyconderoga,  was  early  attended  to 
"by  many  in  New-England ;  but  some  Connecticut  gentlemen 
were  first  in  attempting  tlie  measure.  Secrecy  was  essential  to 
success  ;  and  delay  might  be  dangerous.  There  was  no  waiting, 
to  consult  the  continental  congress;  beside,  it  would  not  have 
been  safe  to  have  communicated  the  scheme  to  that  body,  as  it 
was  known  there  would  be  individuals  in  it,  on  whose  fideHty 
the  Americans  could  not  rely,  Messrs.  Deane,  Wooster,  Par- 
sons, and  others,  undertook  the  affair.  They  applied  to  the  as- 
sembly for  a  loan,  which  was  furnished,  to  the  amount  of  about 
eighteen  hundred  dollars,  on  which  they  gave  bonds  to  be  ac- 
countable. General  Gage  had  set  the  example  of  attempting  to 
seize  uponmihtary  stores,  and  by  so  doing  had  commenced  hos- 
tilities; so  tliat  retaliation  appeared  more  than  warrantable,  even 
an  act  of  self-defence.  The  expedition  went  on  v/ith  rapidity. 
Several  militia  captains  pushed  forward  to  Salisbury,  to  acquaint 
Messrs.  Blagdens  (nephews  to  your  former  acquaintance,  the 
carpenter,  of  the  same  name)  with  the  design,  and  to  procure 
their  assistance.  One  was  ill,  the  othert  joined  in  the  propos- 
ed manoeuvre.  After  a  little  deliberation,  they  concluded  upon 
^  spending  no  time  in  obtaining  men  ;  but  having  provided  a  suf- 

f  Afterward  a  iieutcnant-coionel  inShelden'3  light  horfc. 
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ficicnt  quantity  of  powder  and  ball,  set  off  on  horseback  for 
Bennington  to  engage  colonel  Allen.  They  conferred  with  him 
opon  their  arrival;  and  then  tarried  with  others  to  bake  bread, 
and  prepare  other  necessaries,  while  the  colonel  went  on  to  raise 
the  men  who  were  wanting,  and  vvho  were  to  meet  the  managers 
at  Castelton.  While  these  were  on  their  way  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  they  were  met  by  a  countryman,  apparently  aa 
iindesigning  honest  traveller,  but  who  was  either  himself  well- 
skilled  and  a  principal,  or  had  been  well-tutored  by  some  one  or 
other,  that  had  either  suspected  or  gained  knowledge  of  the  ex- 
pedition, and  meant  to  render  it  abortive.  They  addressed  him, 
*'  From  whence  came  you  ? — From  Ty*^,  left  it  yesterday,  at 
such  an  hour.  Has  the  garrison  received  any  reinforcement? 
Ycs;  1  saw  them;  there  were  a  number  of  artillery  men  and 
other  soldiers.  What  arc  they  doing  ?  Are  they  making  fa- 
scines? Don't  know  what  fascines  arc.  They  are  tying  up  sticks 
and  brush  in  bundles,  and  putting  them  where  tlie  walls  are 
down."  Mr.  Samuel  Blagden  put  many  insnaring  questions 
about  the  dress  and  trimmmgs  of  the  men,  6cc.  llie  answers 
tended  to  confirm  the  man's  story.  The  company  was  staggered  ; 
and  it  being  debated  in  council,  whether  they  should  not  return 
as  they  had  no  cannon,  it  was  determined  by  a  majority  of  one 
only,  to  proceed.  At  Castleton  they  met  colonel  Allen  with  his 
men,  and  altogether  made  two  hundred  and  seventy  persons  ; 
two  hundred  and  thirty  of  them  were  gieenmountain  bai/Sy  so 
called  from  their  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tains; as  the  Hampshire  grants  are  denominated,  from  the  range 
of  green  mountains  that  runs  through  them.  They  arc  a  brave 
hardy  generation,  chiefly  settlers  from  New-Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Connecticutf"  Sentries  ware  placed  immediately 
on  all  the  roads,  to  prevent  any  intelligence  being  carried  to  Ty- 
conderoga.  After  the  junction  at  Castleton,  colonel  Arnold  ar- 
rived, with  only  a  single  servant.  The  day  after  his  getting  to 
Cambridge  with  his  volunteer  company,  he  attended  on  the  Mas- 
sachusetts committee  of  safety,  and  reported  that  there  wxre  at 
Tycondcroga,  80  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  20  of  brass  from  4- 
to  18  pounders,  lo  or  a  dozen- mortars,  a  number  of  small  arms, 
and  considerable  stores  ;  and  that  the  fort  was  in  a  ruinous  con- 
dition, and  as  he  supposed  garrisoned  by  about  forty  men.  Upon 
tliis  the  Committee,  on  the  third  of  May,  appointed  him  a  colonel 
of  four  hundred  men,  whom  he  was  to  inlist  and  march  hn-  the 
reduction  of  Tyconderoga.      The  colonel  was  known  only   to, 

*  So  Tyconderoga  is  frequently  called  for  the  fake  of  brevity,  cfpecialljr 
yy  fbe  people  dwelling  in  its  neighborhood. 
t  The  territory  ba*  ^w  the  name  of  Vermont. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Blagdcn.     A  council  was  called  ;    his  powers  were  examin-- 
ed  ;  and  at  length  it  was  agreed,  that  he  should  be  admitted  tc 
^oin  and  act  with  them,  that  so  the  public  might  be  benefitted, 
it  was  settled,  however,  that  colonel  Allen  should  have  the  su- 
preme command,  and  colonel  Arnold  was  to  be  liis  assistant ;  with 
which  the  latter  appeared  satisfied,    as  he  had  no  right  by   his 
commission,  either  to  command  or  interfere  with  the  others,  who^- 
were  not  only  out  of  the  Massachusetts  line,  but  the  subjects  of 
another  colony.      The  names  of  the  leaders,  besides  what  have 
been  mentioned,  were  Messrs.  Motte,  Phelps's  (two  brothers) 
Biggelow,  Bull,  and  Nichols,  beside  colonels  Easton,   Brown,, 
and  Warner,  and  captain  Dickinson... 

After  it  had  been  determined  in  a  council  to  set  off  the  next- 
mornins:  early  for  Ty,  and  some  of  the  managers  had  retired,  a 
second  council  was  held,  and  it  was  concluded  to  proceed  that 
very  night,  leaving  Messrs.  Blagden^.  Biggelow,   and  Nichols,- 
with  a  party  of   men,  thirty  in  ail,  ofScers  included,  to  march 
early  in  the  morning  for  Skeensborough,and  secure  major  Skeen,.. 
his  negroes  and  tenants.      This  council  might  have  been  occasi- 
oned by  the  return  of  captain  Noah  Phelps,  who  the  day  before^ 
having  disguised  himself,    entered  the  fort  in  the  character  of  a 
countryman  wanting  to  be  shaved.-  In  hunting  for  a  barber,  he- 
observed  every  thing  cirtically,  asked  a  number  of  rustic  questi-- 
ons,  affected  great  ignorance,  and  passed  unsuspected.     Before 
night  he  withdrew,  came  and  joined  in  his  party,  and  the  morn- 
ing guided  them  to  the  place  of  destinations- 
Colonel  Allen,  with  his  230  greoi  mcuntain  boys,  arrived,  at. 
Lake  Champlain,  and  opposite  to  Tyconderoga,  on  the  ninth  at 
night.     Boats  were  procured  with  difnculty ;  when  he  and  co- 
lonel Arnold  crossed   over  with  83  men,  and  landed  near  the 
garrison.     Here  a  dispute  took  place  between  the  colonels,   the 
latter  became  assuming  and  swore  he  would  go  in  first,  the  other 
swore  he  should  not.      The  gentlemen  present  interposed^  and 
the  matter  was  accommodated  upon  the  footing  that  both  should" 
go  in  together.     They  advanced  alongside  of  each  other,  colo-= 
nel  xMlen  on  the  right  hand  of  colonel  Arnold,  and  entered  the 
port  leading  to  the  fort,  in  the  gray  of  the  morning,  [May  lO.j 
A  sentry  snapped  his  fusee  at  colonel  Allen,  and  then  retreated 
through  the  covered  way  to  the  parade  ;,  the  main  body  of  the 
Americans  followed,  and  immediately  drew  up.     Captain  De  la 
Place,  the  commander,  was  surprised  a  bed  in  his  room.     He' 
v/as  ordered  to  give  up  the  fort  ;   upon  his  asking  by  what  au- 
thority, colonel  Allen  replied,  "I  demand  it  in  the  name  of  the 
great  Jehovah  and  the   continental   congress.'*     The   congress- 
knew  notliing  of  the  matter,  and  did  not  commence  their  exist- 
ence 
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-cncc  tin  some  hours  aft-er:  when  tliey  began  their  session,  thcv 
t-hosc  the  honorable  Peyton  liandolpk  president,  and  Mr.  Charles. 
T/io))ison  secretary,  each  with  a  unanimous  voice  ;  and  having; 
agreed  "  I'hat  the  reverend  Mr.  Duchee  be  requested  to  opeji 
the  congress  with  prayers  to-morrow  morning,"  and  appointed 
a  committee  to  acquaint  him  vvitli  their  request,  adjoumed  tilt 
the  next  day.  Had  captain  De  la  Place  been  upon  the  parade 
with  his  men,  he  could  have  made  no  effectual  resistance.  The 
fort  v/as  out  of  repair,  and  he  had  bat  about  thirty  eifectivcs. 
Could  he  have  gained  timely  intelligence,  he  might  have  procur- 
ed a  reinforcement  from  St.  John's.  You  have  the  parliculars 
of  the  military  stores  taken  at  Tycondcroga.  below''-.  After  co- 
lonel Allen  had  landed,  the  boats  were  sent  back  ior  the  remain- 
der of  the  men  under  colonel  Seth  Warren,  but  the  i>lace  was 
surprised  before  he  could  get  over.  Immediately  uponhis  join- 
ing the  successful  party,  he  was  sent  off  to  take  possession  of 
Crown  Point,  where  a  sergeant  and  twelve  men  performed  gar- 
rison duty  ,  but  the  greatest  acquisition  was  tliat  of  move  than  lOO 
pieces  ot"  cannon.  The  complete  camrnand  of  Lake  Champlalii 
was  of  high  importance  to  the  Americans,  and  could  not  be  ef- 
fected without  their  getting  possesion  of  a  sloop  of  war  lying  at 
St.  John's  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake.  It  was  determined  to  maa 
and  arm  a  schoonei'  lying  at  South  Bay,,  and  tiiat  colonel  Arnold 
should  cammand  her,  and  that  colonel  Alien  should  command 
the  battcaus,  a  name  generally  affixed  to  boats  of  a  particular 
construction,  calculated  for  navigating  the  lakes  and  rivers,  and 
drawing  but  little  water,  though  heavily  laden.  The  wind  be- 
ing fresh  in  the  south,  the  schooner  out  sailed  the  batteaus,  and 
colonel  Arnold  surprised  the  sloop,.  The  wind  shifting  sudden- 
ly to  the  north,  and  blowing  ftesh,  in  about  an  hour's  time  co- 
lonel Arnold  sailed  with  the  prize  and  schooner  for:  Tycondcro- 
ga, and  met  colonel  Allen  w^ith  his  party. 

The  surprise  of  Skeensborough  was  so  conducted,  that  the 
negroes  were  all  secured,  and  major  Skeen,  the  son,  taken  while 
out  a  shooting,  and  his  strong  stone  house  possessed,  and  the  pass 
compleatly  gained  without  any  bloodshed,  the  same  as  at  Ty- 
condcroga.      Had  the  major  received  tlie  least  intimation,  tlie 

*  Between  112  and  120  Iron  cannon  from  6  to  24  pounders;  50  fwive!s 
of  different  fizes;  a  ten  inch  mortars  i  i  howitzer  ;  i  cohorn  ;  lo  tons  of  rnuf- 
ket  balls  ;  3  cart  load  of  fl.nts  30  new  carriage?;  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
Ihelisj  a  warehoufe  full  of  meteria's  to  carry  on  boat  building  ;  100  ftand  oK 
fmall  arms  ;  10  cafks  of  very  indiftereni  powder  ;  a  brals  cannon  ;  30  barrels  of 
fibur  J     18  barrels  of  pork,  and  lomc  beans  and  peafe. 

The  prifoners  were  the  captain,  lieutenant,  a  gunuer,  3  ferjeants,  and  44. 
rank  and  file,  bcfide  woinsQ  and  childrco. 
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attempt  must  have  miscarried ;    for  he  had  about  fifty  tenants 
nigh  at  hand,  besides  eight  negroes  and  twelve  workmen. 

Colonel  Allen  soon  leftTyconderoga,  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Arnold,  with  a  number  of  men,  who  agreed  to  remain 
in  garrison. 

[May  18.]  When  the  news  of  Tyconderoga's  being  taken 
reached  the  continental  congress,  they  earnestly  recommended 
it  to  the  committees  of  the  cities  and  countiesof  New-York  and 
Albany,  immediately  to  cause  the  cannon  and  stores  to  be  re- 
moved from  thence  to  the  south  end  of  Lake  George  ;  but  that 
an  exact  inventory  should  be  taken  of  them,  "  in  order  that  they 
may  be  safely  returned,  when  the  restoration  of  the  former  har- 
money  between  Great-Britain  and  these  colonies,  so  ardently 
wished  for  by  the  latter,  shall  render  it  prudent  and  consistent 
with  the  over-ruHng  law  of  self-preservation."  Whatever  may 
be  the  drift  of  a  few  in  congress,  the  body  \vish  to  keep  the  door 
upen  for  an  accommodation.  I'his  was  apparent  in  the  advice 
they  gave  the  New-Yorkers,  three  days  before  the  preceding  re- 
commendation. The  city  and  county  of  New^-York  applied  to 
them  for  information  how  to  conduct  towards  the  troops  expected 
there.  The  congress  resolved,  "  that  it  be  recommended,  for 
the  present,  to  the  inhabitants  of  New-York,  that  if  the  troops 
which  are  expected,  should  arrive,  the  said  colony  act  on  the  de- 
fensive, so  long  as  may  be  consistent  with  their  safety  and  secu- 
rity ;  that  the  troops  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  barracks,  so 
long  as  they  behave  peaceably  and  quietly,  but  that  they  be  not 
suffered  to  erect  fortifications,  or  take  any  steps  for  cutting  off 
the  communication  between  the  town  and  country,  and  that  if 
they  commit  hostilities  or  invade  private  property,  the  inhabi- 
tants should  defend  themselves  and  their  property,  and  repel 
force  by  force  ;  that  the  warlike  stores  be  removed  from  the 
town;  that  places  of  retreat,  incase  of  necessity,  be  provided 
for  the  women  and  children  of  New-York ;  and  that  a  suffici- 
ent num.ber  of  men  be  imbodied,  and  kept  in  constant  readiness 
for  protecting  the  inhabitants  from  insult  and  injury." 

Let  us  come  to  the  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Hancock  having  been  chosen  at  the  last  election,  on  De- 
cember 5,  1774,  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  general  congress; 
and  the  time  approaching  when  it  became  necessary  for  him  to 
prepare  for  his  journey.  Dr.  Joseph  Warren  was  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  provincial  congress  pro  tempore. 

[April  27.]  The  inhabitants  of  Boston  lodged  with  the  select 
men,  according  to  agreement  with  general  Gage,  1778  tire  arms, 
634  pistols,  273  bayonets,  aad  38  blunderbusses.   The  same  day 
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the  provincial  congress  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
sea-ports,  the  removal  of  their  eilects,  he. 

[April  28.]  A  circular  letter  was  written  to  the  f-cveral  towns 
of  the  colony,  wherein  after  noting  the  affair  ot  the  nineteenth, 
it  was  said,  "  we  cojijure  you,   hy  all  that  is  dear,  by  ail  that  is 
sacred,  that  you  give  all  assistance  possible  in  forming  the  army. 
Our  all  is  at  stake.      Death  and  devastation  are  the  certain  con- 
sequences of  delay.     Every  moment  is  infinitely  precious,  f  An 
hour  lost  may  deluge  your  country  in  blood,  and  entail  perpetu- 
al slavery  upon  the  few  of  your  posterity,  who  may  survive  the 
carnage.      We  beg   and  intreat,  as  you  will  answer  it  to   your 
country,  to  your  consciences,  and  above  all  as  you  will   answer 
it  to  God  himself,  that  you  will  hasten  and  encourage,    by  all 
possible  means,  theinlistment  of  men  to  form   the  army;  and 
send  them   forward  to  head-quarters  at  Cambridge,  with    that 
expedition  which  the  vast  importance  and  instant  urgency  of  the 
affair  demand."    This  address  was  attended  to ;  the  men  disco- 
vered a  readiness  to   turn  out  for  the  salvation  of  their  country, 
and  the  women  applied  themselves  with  cheerfulness  to  tiie  iit- 
ting  out  of  their  hiisbands,  fathers  and  brothers,  for  the  import- 
ant expedition,  while  the  dangers  of  it  were  overlooked  or  dis- 
regarded.     After  a  few  days  continuance  befoie  Boston,  great 
numbers  returned  home,  some  to  follow  their  business,  and  others 
to  procure  necessaries  for  the  time  they  had  enlisted  or  meant  to 
enlist  for.     During  the  interval  between  this  return,  and  the  pro- 
vincials resorting  afresh  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  the  land  en- 
trance into  and  out  of  the  town  by  the  Neck,  was  next  to  un- 
guarded.    Not  more  than  betwixt  six  and  seven  hundred   mea, 
under  colonel  Lemuel  Robinson  of  Dorchester,  were  .engaged 
in  defending  so  important  a  pass,  for  several  days  together.—- 
Tor  nine  days  and  nights  the  colonel  never  shiued    his  clothes, 
nor  lay  down  to  sleep,  as  he  had  tlfe  whole  duty  upon  him  even 
down  to  the  adjutant,  and  as  their  was  no  officer  of  theday  .tf> 
assist.     The  officers,  in  genearl,  had  left  the  camp,  in  order  to 
raise  the  wanted  number  of  men.      The  colonel  was  obliged 
therefore,  for  the  time  mentioned,  to  patrole  the  guards  every 
night,  wliich  gave  him  a  round  of  nine  miles  to  traverse, 

[May  1.]  The  Massachusetts  congress  alioted  to  the  differ- 
ent towns,  the  live  thousand  poor  expected  out  of  Boston. — 
Rhode-Island  and  Connecticut  had  ina4e  papcr-nioney,  with 
which  to  furnish  a  plentiful  substitute  for  cash,  and  to  answer 
present  exigencies.  The  men  repairing  from  these  colonies, 
for  the  defence  of  the  Massachusetts,  w^ere  supplied  with  this 
money ;  the  Massachusetts  therefore  resolved,  that  it  should  pass 
in  ail  payments. 

The  general  assembly  of  Connecticut  appointed  Dr.  Johnson, 
Vol.   L  U  u  and 
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s.m\  Oliver  Wolcot,  esq.  a  committee  from  their  body,  to  wait 
upon  general  Gage,  and  desired  the  governor  to  write  in  their 
r.ame  to  the  general,  relative  to  the  situation  of  public  affairs, 
and  the  late  unfortunate  transactions  in  the  Massachusetts.  He 
wrote  on  the.  twenty-eighth  of  April  :  and  the  committee  repair- 
ed to  Boston  with  the  letter.  Both  the  provincial  congress  and 
the  committee  of  safety  were  greatly  alarmed  at  the  transaction. 
The  first  wrote  [May  2.]  to  the  deiegates-,  whom  they  had  sent 
-to  the  colony,  representing  to  them  the  fatal  consequences  that 
jnight  follow,  upon  any  one  colony's  undertaking  to  negociate 
separately,  either  with  parliament,  ministry  or  their  agent  here. 
The  last  wrote  to  the  colony  itself,  intreating  it  to  afford  imme- 
diately all  possible  aid.  Governor  Trumbull  acquainted  them, 
in  his  answer  of  May  the  4th,  that  they  need  not  fear  their  firm- 
ness, deliberation  and  unanimity,  to  pursue  measures  which  may 
.appear  best  for  common  defence  and  safety  ;  and  that  Connecti- 
•cut  will  be  cautions  of  trusting  promises,  which  it  may  be  in  the 
power  ef  any  to  avade. 

[May  3.]  On  the  same  day,  on  wliich  general  Gage  sent  a. 
sensible  and  respectful  answer  to  governor  Trumbull,  the  Massa= 
chusetts  congress  empowered  the  receiver  general  to  borrow 
.^'.75,000  sterling  upon  notes,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent 
that  so  they  might  support  their  fv)ices  ;  they  also  forwarded  dis- 
patches to  the  general  congress,  containing  accounts  of  their 
proceedings.  ■  In  their  letter  they  mentioned,  "  The  sudden  ex- 
igency of  our  public  affairs,  precluded  the  possibility  of  waiting 
for  your  direction  in  these  important  measures,  more  especially 
as  a  considerable  reinforcement  from  Great-Britain  is  daily  ex- 
pected in  this  colony,  and  we  are  now  reduced  to  the  sad  alter- 
native of  defending  ourselves  by  arms  or  submitting  to  be  Slaugh-- 
tered."  They  modestly  suggested  the  necessity  of  a  powerful  ar- 
my on  the  side  of  America,  They  took  notice,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  many  of  their  sea-ports  had  rem.oved,  and  were  remov- 
ing their  families  and  effects,  to  avoid  destruction  from  the  ships 
of  war  i  and  expressed  their  conftdence  in  the  wisdom  and  abi- 
lity of  the  continent  to  support  them,  so  far  as  it  should  appear 
necessary  for  the  common  cause  of  the  American  colonies. 

[May  4.]  The  committee  of  safety  wrote  to  the  governor 
and  company  of  Connecticut,  most  earnestly  pressing  them  to 
send  immediately  three  or  four  thousand  men,  that  so  an  impor- 
tant post  might  be  secured,  which  otherwise  the  enemy  would 
be  likely  to  possess  themselves  of,  as  soon  as  their  reinforcement 
arrived.     The  troops  were   desired  to   be    forwarded   in   com- 

Sanies  as  fast  as  they  could  be   got  ready.     They  sent  also  to 
hode-lsland,  and  urged  their  marching  a  body  of  troops  to  as- 
sist oa  tlie  like  occasion.    They  proceeded  to  resolve,  "  That 
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tiie  public  good  requires  that  government  in  full  form  ought  to 
be  taken  uj)  immediately,"  Advl<e  was  received,  that  a  num- 
ber of  transports  with  troops  were  just  arrived  at  Boston  from. 
England.- 

[May  5]  That  provincial  congress  resolved,  "The  gene- 
ral Gage  has,  by  the  late  transactions,  and  many  other  means^ 
utterly  disqualified  himself  from  serving  this  colony  as  a  govcr- 
nor,  or  in  any  other  capacity  ;  and  that  therefore  no  obedience, 
is  in  future  due  to  him;  but  thaton  the  contrary,  he  ought  to 
be  considered  and  guarded  against,  as  an  unnatural  and  invete- 
rate enemy  to  the  country v'^v? 

[May  9.]  The  comniitttce  of  safety  ordered  the  commanding 
officers  of  ten  neighbouring  towns,  to  march  one  half  of  the  mi- 
litia, and  all  the  minute-men  under  their  command,  forthward  to 
Roxbury  that  so  the  British  troops  might  not  come  and  possess 
themselves  of  that  post.  Before  it  was  properly  strcngthened.ge- 
iieral  Gage  entertained  such  design.  General  'fliomas,  who  com.-. 
mands  there,  gained  information  of  what  was  intended,  on  the 
day  it  was  to  be  executed.  Mis  whole  force  consisted  only  of 
seven  hundred  men.  The  post  coniprehcnded  a  large  broad  high 
hill.  A  road  leads  to  the  top  of  it,  visible  m  some  parts  to  per- 
sons at  the  entrance  into  Boston  ;  it  passes  over  the  hill  and  de* 
sccndsinto  a  hollow,  from  whence  you  can  turn  off,  and  passing^ 
circuitously  enter  again  upon  the  said  road.  The  general  took 
advantage  of  this  circumstance,  and  continued  marching  his  se- 
ven hundred  men  round  and  round  the  hill,  by  which  he  multi* 
plied  their  appearance  to  any  who  was  reconnoitering  them  at 
Boston.  The  dress  of  the  militia  was  extremely  various,  and 
consisted  of  their  common  clothing,  which  prevented  the  disco- 
very of  a  deception,  that  might. otherwise  have  been  soon  detec* 
ted,  had  they  worn  a  uniform  and  possessed  regimental  ensigns* 
This  warUke  imposition  most  probably  prevented  general  Gage's 
attacking  and  carrying,  the  pos^,  by  the  possession  of  which  he 
would  have  had  it  in  hispov^er  to  direct  his  march  to  any  part  of 
the  country  he  pleased.  'I'he  colonels  of  the  several  regiments 
were  ordered  to  repair  immediately  to  Cambridge,  with  the  men 
they  had  inllsted  ;  and  part  of  the  cannon  and  stores  to  be  remov- 
ed to  som.e  distance  of  security  ;  and  breast  works  to  be  erected 
at  different  places  to  prevent  the  enemy's  passing  into  the  coun- 
try from  Boston  Neck,  and  to  annov  them  if  they  crossed  the  ri- 
ver and  advanced  through  Charlestown,  or  if  they  attempted  go- 
ing by  water  to  Medford.  The  Massachusetts  congress  conclud- 
ed on  disarming  the  disaffected  inhabitants  ;  and  that  no  person 
sir ould  move  with  his  effects  out  of  the  colony,  unless  leave  was 
gViiUted, 

[May 
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[May  15.]  They  resolved  upon  a  letter  to  the  eastern  tribe 
of  Indians,  to  secure  their  friendship,  and  engage  them  on  the 
side  of  the  colonies,  and  proposed  to  raise  a  company  of  them  to 
serve  in  the  war.  Four  days  after  the  committee  of  safety  vot- 
ed, that  captain  John  Lane  have  enhsting  papers  for  raising  such 
company..  The  provincials  reprobate  in  the  bitterest  terms,  the 
idea  of  the  Indians  being  imployed  by  the  ministry  against  them- 
selves ;  so  that  there  is  a  seeming  inconsistency  in  their  attempt- 
ing to  engage  them  against  the  British  troops.  But  let  it  be 
rcmxembercd,  that  the  Indians  v^iil  probably  take  part  with  the 
one  side  or  the  other  ;  for  tlirough  a  restless  warUke  temper, 
they  are  not  in  common  disposed  to  observe  a  neutrality  ;  and 
that  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  employing  them  against 
armed  soldiers  and  letting  them  loose  upon  defenceless  settlers, 
men,  women  and  children. 

Skirmishes  were  occasioned  at  different  tim.es  and  places,  by  the 
attempts  of  each  party  to  carry  off  stock  from  the  small  islands, 
with  which  the  bay  of  Boston  is  agreeably  interspersed,  and  af- 
forded the  mixtspectacle  of  ships,  boats  and  men  engaged  by  land 
and  water.  These  small  engagements  were  not  trifling  in  their 
consequences.  The  advantage  was  generally  on  the  side  of  tlie 
Americans,  v/hich  elated  their  spirits.  They  also  learnt  from 
them  to  face  danger,  and  to  run  hazards  ;  and  it  is  by  being  ha- 
bituated to  these,  that  probably  the  greatest  quantum  of  courage 
is  acquired.  Frequent  skirmishes  are  good  preparatives,  by  which 
to  qualify  raw  soldiers  to  fight  as  veterans  in  set  battles. 

[May  21.]  Two  sloops  and  an  armed  schooner  with  soldi- 
ers, sailed  to  Grape- Island  to  get  hay.  The  provincials  follow- 
ed them  as  soon  as  the  tide  admitted,  drove  them  off  by  their 
approach,  burnt  all  the  hay,  about  eighty  ton,  and  brought  off 
the  cattle  from  the  island. 

[May  24.]  A  commiittee  having  been  appointed  to  inquire 
what  was  the  stock  of  powder  in  certain  tov/ns,  reported,  that 
in  thirty-nine  towns  in  Sufi:blk,  Essex,  Middlesex,  Plymouth 
and  Worcester,  there  were  67  3-4  barrels.  The  rest  of  the  towns 
in  the  colony  had  none  Vv^orth  mentioning.  How  painful  a  cir- 
cumstance, the  small  quantity  of  powder,  to  those  Americans, 
who  have  any  idea  of  the  great  consumption  which  war  occasi- 
ons !  The  want  of  it  had  been  sensibly  felt  for  some  time  ;  and 
therefore,  beside  the  adoption  of  other  measures,  orders  were 
given  for  the  im.portation  of  that,  and  other  military  stores,  but 
it  must  bo  long  before  they  can  be  procured  in  this  way,  should 
4hey  come  safe. 

[May  25.]  The  Cerberus  arrived  at  Boston  with  the  three 
.generals,  Howcj  Clinton,  and  Burgoyne.     lliey  were  so  assured 

ill 
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in  their  own  mistaken  apprehensions  that  there  would  be  nooc- 
casion  to  draw  the  swonl  in  support  of"  ministerial  measures, 
that  they  had  prepared  to  amuse  themsc^lves  with  iishing  and  ^ 
other  diversions,  instead  of  expecting  to  be  engaged  in  military 
service.  They  were  astonislied  at  the  situation  ot"  affairs,  and 
when  in  company  with  generals  Gage  and  Haldiman,  asked 
how  the  sortie  happened.  General  Haldiman  answered,  **  I 
knew  nothing  about  it,  till  the  barber  came  in  to  shave  mc, 
and  said  that  the  troops  were  gone  out,  and  that  they  had  been 
lighting.  1  did  not  choose  that  he  should  know  I  got  my  in- 
formation from  him.  1  therefore  called  my  footman,  and  sent 
him  out  upon  a  frivolous  errand,  well  knowing,  that  if  there 
was  any  truth  in  what  the  barber  reported,  he  would  bring  me 
word  of  it,  which  he  did.  In  this  way  1  became  acquainted 
with  what  had  happened."  The  newly  arrived  generals  de- 
clared their  surprise  in  the  significant  looks  which  toUowed  this  " 
relation  from  the  second  in  command. 

[May  27.]  About  six  hundred  of  the  Massachusetts  and  New- 
Hampshire  forces  were  employed  to  bring  off  the  stock  troni 
Hog-Island  and  Neddies-Island,  which  lie  contiguous ;  the  in- 
tervening passage  is  fordable  at  certain  times  of  the  tide.  A  party 
went  on  and  iired  the  hay  and  barn  on  Noddies-Island,  on  v\  iiich 
a  number  of  marines  crossed  from  Boston ;  and,  upon  the  pro- 
vincials retreating  to  Hog-Island,  v/ere  decoyed  dov/nto  the  wa- 
ter side,  when  a  hot  action  commenced,  which^did  not  close  with 
the  day.  I'he  king's  troops  amounted  to  some  hundreds,  and 
were  supported  by  an  armed  schooner  of  four  six  pounders  and 
twelve  swivels,  an  armed  sloop,  and  the  barges  all  hxed  with 
swivels  The  provincials  were  commanded  by  general  Putnam. 
Dr.  Warren's  zeal  and  courage  would  not  admit  of  his  remain- 
ing at  a  distance  ;  upon  hearing  what  was  going  forward,  he  re- 
paired to  the  spot  to  encourage  the  men.  They  had  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  w^hich  were  well  served,  and  did  considerable  exe- 
cution. The  night  was  very  dark,  but  the  action  continued  all 
through  it.  Toward  m.orning  the  schooner  got  aground  upon 
Winnisimmet  ferry  ways  ;  the  British  were  obliged  to  abandon 
her,  and  the  provincials  boarded,  and  after  stripping  her  of  every 
thing  valuable,  set  her  on  lire.  They  lost  not  a  man,  and  had 
only  three  wounded,  not  one  mortally.  The  regulars  were 
said  to  have  suffered  very  much,  not  to  have  had  less  than  two 
hundred  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  was  probably  greatly 
exaggerated  ;  that,  however,  had  a  good  effect  on  the  provin- 
cials. The  affair  \vas  matter  of  no  small  triumph  to  them,  and 
they  felt  upon  the  occasion,  more  courageous  than  ever. 

[May 
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[May  30.]  The  provincials  went  afresh  on  NoddlesTsland, 
and  burnt  the  mansion  house,  whichanswered  no  good  purpose 
whatever.  But  there  are  too  many  who  destroy  property  merely 
because  of  its  having  belonged,  or  being  supposed  to  belong  to 
those  Americans  who  have  taken  the  opposite  side  of  the  ques- 
tion in  the  present  controversy.  The  stock,  consisting  of  between 
£ve  and  six  hundred  sheep  and  lambs,  twenty  head  of  cattle, 
besides  horses,  was  taken  off  by  them  in  the  course  of  the  day. 
The  next  day  live  hundred  sheep  and  thirty  head  of  cattle  were 
removed  OiFPettick's-lsland  by  a  party  under  colonel  Robinson. 
On  the  night  of  June  the  secondy  eight  hundred  sheep  and 
jambs,  together  v/ith  a  number  of  cattle,  were  carried  ofFDeer- 
Isiand,  by  a  corps  of  provincials  under  major  Greaton. 

The  agreement  with  general  Gage,  relative  to  the  inhabitants' 
leaving  the  town  of  Boston,  was  well  observed  in  the  beginning  ; 
and  their  request  was  granted,  w^ith  the  approbation  of  all.  But 
after  a  short  time,  they  were  detained  upon  the  plea  that  persons 
going  from  thence  for  the  goods  of  those  who  chose  to  abide 
there,  were  not  properly  treated.  The  embarrassments  and 
delays  which  the  inhabitants  had  to  contend  with,  induced  the 
provincial  congress  to  order  the  sending  of  a  letter  to  general 
Gage,  to  remonstrate  with  him  upon  the  subject.  The  letter  how- 
ever, did  not  answer.  The  truth  is,  after  a  number  were  allowed 
to  depart,  great  clamors  were  raised.  Such  persons  as  were,  or 
pretended  to  be  well  affected  to  the  British  government,  alledged 
that  none  but  thelU-incHned  were  for  removing,  and  thatwhea 
tliey  were  safe  with  their  effects,  the  town  would  be  set  on  fire. 
A  demur  soon  afterward  arose  about  the  meaning  of  the  word 
effects,  whether  merchandise  was  included  ;  and  the  general  be- 
ing sensible,  that  tlie  permitting  articles  of  that  kind  to  be  carried 
out,  might  strengthen  the  Americans  in  their  resistance,  would 
not  admit  of  their  removal.  This  proved  a  hardship  to  many 
\vho  quitted  the  town,  as  it  deprived  them  of  the  resource  for  liv- 
ing in  their  accustomed  affluence.  In  a  variety  of  instances,  the 
passports  were  so  conducted,  that  families  were  cruelly  divided  ; 
wives  were  separated  from  their  husbands ;  children  from  their 
parents  ;  the  aged  and  the  sick  from  their  relations  and  friends,- 
who  wished  to  attend  and  comfort  them.  The  general  w^as  very 
averse  to  the  allowing  of  women  and  children  to  leave  Boston, 
thinking  they  contributed  to  the  safety  of  the  place,  and  prevent- 
ed his  being  attacked;  but  of  that  no  real  danger  existed,  not- 
withstanding the  high  tone  of  the  people  without,  and  the  intima- 
tions of  some  withm  the  town.  Numbers  of  the  poor  and  hap- 
less were  however  sent  out,  and  several  of  them  infected  with,  or 

not 
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not  fully   recovered  from  the  small-pox,  by  which  mean  the 
provincials  were  greatly  endaii^';erv.'(l. 

These  were  cini)loyc(i  in  collecting  ilicJr  force,  from  evcrv 
•quarter  with  all  possible  dispatch,  which  could  not  be  dispensed 
with,  considering  the  reinforcements  which  had  arrived,  and 
were  aiiiving  at  Boston.  [  June  3.  J  But  they  were  distressed  for 
want  of  money  ;  and  a  letter  was  dispatched  by  the  Massachu- 
setts congress,  to  their  receiver-general,  upon  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  paying  the  colony  forces  immediately,  and  directing  his 
attendance  forthwith  ;  and  also  acijuaiiiting  him,  that  a  gentleman 
at  Salem  had  .£.375  sterling,  which  he  was  willing  to  lend  the 
province,  and  which  would  be  of  the  utniost  importance  to  pay 
dh'ectly  to  the  soldiers,  and  might  prevent  the  greatest  mischiefs. 
'I'he  want  of  cash  obliged  them  to  have  a  recourse  to  province- 
•notes,  which  they  struck  off  night  and  day,  fv^r  the  advance  pay 
of  the  men  who  had  inlisted. 

[June  10.]  They  were  better  ofFas  to  provision,  and  established 
a  too  plentiful  allowance,  beyond  what  the  troops  could  expend. 
By  the  general  return  of  the  army  at  Cambridge,  it  amounted  on 
the  ninth  to  1581  officers,  commissioned,  sergents,  &c.  and 
€063  privates,  in  all  7644.  But  such  was  the  want  of  regulari- 
ty, that  no  dependence  could  be  had  upon  its  exactness.  The 
number  of  privates  was  probably  much  aggravated,  'loo  many 
of  the  officers  did  not  scruple  to  make  false  returns  for  their  owir 
emolument.  The  large  proportion  of  them  shows  that  the  regi- 
ments were  L\v  from  being  full,  or  were  much  over-officered. 
Several  of  the  Massachusetts  officers  are  miserable  tools,  and  must 
be  discarded  sooner  or  later.  It  is  owing  to  their  having  been 
elected  by  the  very  privates  they  command  ;  and  to  the  resigna- 
tions of  a  number  who  had  governmental  commissions,  but  have 
thrown  them  up  from  an  apprehension  that  the  Americans  wiii 
not  succeed  ;  this  gave  an  opening  to  a  set  of  fellows  totally  des- 
titute of  both  courage  and  lienor,  to  push  themselves  forward 
and  get  cliosen. 

[June  12.]  General  Gage  issued  a  proclam.ation  offering  a 
pardon  in  the  king's  name,  to  all  who  should  forthwith  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  return  to  their  peaceable  occupations,  except  Sa- 
muel Adams  and  John  Hancock.  Ail  who  did  not  accept  of 
the  proffered  mercy,  who  should  protect,  assist,  conceal  or  cor- 
respond with  such,  were  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  traitors.  It 
also  declared,  that  as  a  stop  was  put  to  the  due  coarse  of  justice, 
martial  law  should  take  place  till  the  laws  were  restored  to  their 
due  efficacy.  The  proclamation  had  no  other  effect  than  to  put 
the  provincials  upon  looking  out  for  the  operations  which  were 
to  succeed  [June  14.]  The  Muswchusetts  congress  chose  their 
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president,  Dr,  Warren,  second  major-general  in  their  own  for- 
ces 3  the  iirst  having  been  ciiosen  the  day  before. 

A  discovery  has  been  made  which  will  dcUver  down  to  poste- 
ritvthe  name  of  governor  Hutchinson,  loaded  with  infamy.  An 
accident  has  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans,  the  books 
of  his  copied  letters  to  the  ministry  and  others,  in  his  own  hand 
vrriting.  By  means  of  them,  the  several  charges  brought  against 
him,  of  his  enmity  to  his  own  colony,  of  his  consummate  dupli- 
city of  his  advising  ministry  to  alter  the  charter,  and  to  use  force 
for  the  establishment  of  theiijDlans,  and  of  his  assuring  them  that 
they  would  meet  with  no  effectual  resistance  frorn  the  boasting 
sons  of  liberty,  whose  courage  would  certainly  fail  them  when 
])ut  to  the  trial,  have  been  authenticated  beyond  the  possibility 
•of  a  denial. 

When  he  quitted  tlie  province  all  his  furniture  was  left  be- 
hind in  his  seat  at  Milton.  After  the  Lexington  engagement,  the 
committee  of  the  town  removed  it  in  order  to  save  it  from  being 
totally  ruined.  Mr.  Samuel  Hanshaw,*  desirous  of  seeing  how 
the  house  looked,  when  striped  of  all  the  furniture,  repaired  thi- 
ther with  the  gentleman  who  had  the  key.  He  went  at  length 
up  into  a  dark  garret,  where  he  discovered  an  old  trunk,  which 
he  was  toid  was  left  behind,  as  it  contained  nothing  but  a  parcel 
of  useless  papers.  Curiosity  led  him  to  examine  them,^  when  he 
soon  discovered  at  letter  book  of  Mr.  Hutchinson's,  which  he  se- 
cured, and  then  posted  away  to  Dr.  Warren,  to  whom  he  relat- 
ed what  had  happened  ;  on  which  an  order  was  soon  sent  to  ge- 
neral Thomas,  at  Roxbury,  to  possess  himself  of  the  trunk.  It 
was  brought  to  his  quarters  ;  and  there  through  the  imprudent 
exultations  of  some  about  the  general,  the  contents  w^ere  too  often 
exposed  to  person  resorting  thither,  and  som.e  single  letters  con- 
veyed away  ;  one  for  the  public  good,  itbeingthoughtthat  if  the 
same  was  generally  known,  it  mightbe  of  disservice  in  the  present 
moment  as  it  had  not  a  favorable  aspect  upon  the  staunch  patri- 
otism of  Mr.  Hancock.  The  letter  books  and  other  papers  were 
afterward  taken  proper  care  of  ;  and  ha\»e  been  submitted  to  my 
inspection.  Many  of  his  letters  beside  what  have  already  appear- 
ed, will  be  printed  ;  those  you  meet  with  as  his,  in  the  Boston 
Gazette,  or  actually  taken  from  it,  you  may  depend  upon  as  ge- 
nuine and  faithfully  copied. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  behaved  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  pub- 
lic as  judge  of  probates.  He  was  ready  to  assist,  in  a  most 
obliging  manner,   the  widow  and  the  orphan  with  his   advice, 

*  Since  collector  of  imposts  and  cxcife  for ^thc  county  of  Suffolk  In  Maf- 
fachufctts, 

whenever 
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whenever  thcirbusiness  called  Ihcm  before  them.  As  chief  justice; 
he  Wct5  jiot  exceptionable,  only  when  he  supported  the  cause  of 
government  against  the  claims  of  the  people.  When  in  the  chair 
of  the  fnst  magistrate,  his  appointments  to  different  offices  were 
generally  of  men  will  qualified  for  discharging  the  duties  of  the 
same,  though  mostly  supporters  of  government ;  he  was  advised 
by  a  British  naval  officer  to  secure  Mess.  Hancock,  and  iS.  Adams 
by  promoting  them  ;  but  replied  that  though  such  a  scheme 
might  answer  in  regard  to  Mr.  11.  it  would  not  as  to  Mr.  A.  for 
it  would  be  only  giving  him  more  power  to  aid  him  in  his  oppo- 
sition and  that  he  should  not  be  able  afterward  to  remove  iiim. 
Under  the  charter  the  governor  cannot  remove  fromofhces  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  council ;  and  Mr.  Hutchinson  knew  that 
Mr.  S.  Adams's  interest  in  the  council  would  be  greater  than  his 
own.  He  was  used  to  profess  the  warmest  attachments  to  the 
good  of  his  native  colony,  and  that  he  was  ever  aiming  to  pro- 
mote its  happiness  ;  and  would  frequently  show  the  letters  he 
had  written  about  the  time  of  the  stamp  act,  in  opposition  to  that 
measure.  He  ingratiated  himself  by  his  free,  familiar  and  con- 
descending intercourse  with  the  common  people,  whom  he 
would  join,  walk,  and  converse  with  in  his  way,  from  the 
meeting  to  his  seat.  On  these  accounts  he  had  a  number  of 
friends  and  advocates,  who  thought  highly  of  him  ;  but  since 
the  discovery  of  his  letters,  they  begin  to  own  that  they  were  de- 
ceived in  the  man,  and  wofuUy  mistaken  in  the  good  opinion 
they  entertained  of  him.  He  will  be  execrated  in  America,  if 
not  in  Great-Britain. 

The  dispatches  forwarded  to  the  general  congress  from  the 
Massachusetts  the  beginning  of  May,  led  on  to  their  resolving 
themselves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  state  of  America.  Before  they  finished  this  great  busi- 
ness, they  resolved,  unanimously,  "  That  all  exportations  to 
Quebec,  Nova-Scotia,  the  island  of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland, 
•Georgia,  except  the  paiish  of  St.  John's,  and  to  East  and  West 
Florida,  immediately  cease,  and  that  no  provision  of  any  kind, 
or  other  necessaries,  be  furnished  to  the  British  fisheries,  on  the 
American  coasts,  until  it  be  otherwise  determined  by  the  con- 
gress." The  parish  of  St.  John's  was  excepted,  as  it  had  sent  a 
delegate  to  congress.  They  continued  to  sit  in  a  committee  from 
day  to  day  till  the  24tli,  when  the  honorable  Peyton  Randolph 
being  under  a  necessity  of  returning  home,  and  the  chair  being 
thereby  vacated,  they  unanimously  chose  the  honorable  John 
Hancock,  esq.  president. 

[May  26.]  A  report  from  the  committee  being  read,  the 
congress  came  unanimously  into  certain  resolutions  ;  and  among 
other  matters  they  resolved,  "  That  the  .colonies  be  immediately 
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put  into  a  state  of  defence  :  but  that,  as  they  most  ardently  wisk 
for  a  restoration  of  the  harmony  formerly  subsisting  between  the 
mother  country  and  these  colonies,  for  the  promotion  of  this  most 
desirable  reconciliation,  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  be  pre- 
sented to  his  majesty."  It  was  then  resolved,  but  not  miani- 
mously,  "  That  mea'sures  be  entered  into  for  opening  a  negoci- 
ation,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  unhappy  disputes  subsisting 
between  Great-Britain  and  these  colonies,  and  that  this  be  made 
;i  part  of  the  petition  to  the  king." — Afterward,  "That  the  mi- 
litia of  New-York  he  armed  and  trained,  and  in  constant  readi- 
jiess  to  act  at  a  moment's  warning." 

Mr.  Dickinson,  the  author  of  the  farmer's  letter,  is  now  a 
jTiember  of  congress  for  Pennsylvania.  His  heart  was  much  en- 
gaged in  bringing  about  a  reconciliation,  and  he  labored  hard  in 
procuring  a  second  petition  to  the  king  ;  but  it  was  opposed  by- 
several,  and  occasioned  strong  debates  for  several  days.  Howe- 
ver for  the  sake  of  congressional  harmony,  it  was  at  length  unan* 
imously  agreed  to  ;  as  they  that  opposed  it  had  not  the  least  idea 
of  its  proving  effectual,  from  a  full  persuasion  that  the  British 
ministry  would  be  so  irritated,  by  what  had  happened  on  April 
the  nineteenth,  as  to  reject  all  tenders  short  of  full  submission.—- 
These  nevertheless  declined  voting,  that  measures  for  a  negoci- 
ation  should  make  a  part  of  the  petition.  Since  the  Lexington 
engagement,  many  of  theNevz-Englanders  believe  that  the  con- 
test must  end  in  absolute  slavery  or  real  independence. 

[May  29.]  Congress  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Canadians,  stiling 
them  the  oppressed  inhabitants  of  Cajiada, and  themsQlvcs  friends 
end  countiymen.  It  v/as  designed  to  persuade  them,  that  their 
present  form  of  government  is  a  form  of  tyranny,  and  that^  they^ 
their  wiv.es  and  children,  are  made  slaves,  to  prevent  their  tak- 
ing a  part  against  the  colonies  in  the  present  contest,  and  to  pro- 
€ure  a  union  of  all  in  defence  of  common  liberty. 

[June  2.]  Ltwas  resolved,  "  That  no  provisions  of  any  kind 
be  furnished  or  supplied  to,  or  for  the  use  of  the  British  army  or 
navy,  in  the  Miissachusutts  Bay,,  or  of  any  transport." 

[June  7.]  Congress,,  for  the  first  time,  stiled  the  colonies 
THE  TWELVE  UNITED  COLONIES,  in  a  resolve. 
"  That  Thursday,  the  20th  of  July,  be  observed  throughout 
the  twelve  united  colonies,  as  a  day  of  humiliation,^  fasting  and 
prayer„"  From  henceforward  the  united,  colonies  will  come  inta 
use. 

[June  8.]  Major  Skeen  (the  father)  of  Skeensborough,  with. 
other  officers,   upon  their  arriving  the  evening  before  at  Phila  = 
delphia,  in  a  vessel  from  London,  were  taken  into  custody. — 
Congress  being  informed  of  it,  and  the  said  Skeen  had  been  late- 
ly 
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}y  appointed  governor  of  the  Tort^  vf  Tycondcro^^a  and  Ciown- 
Poiiu,  and  had  dechircd  tliat  he  was  authorized  to  raise  a  rc;^i- 
meiit  in  America  ;  t!iey  appointed  a  coniniiitee  to  examine  his 
papers,  as  also  those  oi'a  lieutenant  in  the  regidars. 

[June  9.]  They  having  becii  a])plied  to  by  a  letter  of  May 
16th  from  the  Massachusetts  convention;  for  their  cxj)licit  ad- 
vice, resolved,  "  'J'hat  no  obedience  being  due  to  the  act  of  par- 
liament for  altering  the  charter  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts.'. 
Bay,  nor  to  a  governor  or  lieutenant-governor  who  will  not  ob- 
serve the  directions  of,  hut  en-deavor  to  subvert  that  charter,  th-^ 
governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  that  colony  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  absent,  and  their  ofiices  vacant;  and  as  there  is  no 
council  there,  and  the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  suspensi- 
on of  the  power  of  governments  are  intolerable  ;  that,  in  order 
to  conform  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  spirit  and  substance  of  the 
charter,  it  be  recom.racndcd  to  the  pro-/incial  convention  to  writ© 
letters  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  places  entitled  to  repre- 
tientation  in  assembly,  requesting  them  to  choose  such  represen- 
tatives; and  that  the  assembly,  when  chosen,  do  elect  counsel- 
lors ;  and  that  such  assembly  or  council  exercise  the  powers  of 
government,  until  a  governor  of  his  majesty's  appointment  will 
consent  to  governthe  colony  according  to  its  charter. 

[June  10.]  It  was  recommended  to  the  united  colonies  to  col- 
lect salt-pctre  and  sulphur,  and  to  manufacture  the  same  into  gun- 
powder, for  the  use  of  the  continent, 

[June  14.]  Congress  agreed  to  the  resolutions  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  house,  *'  That  six  companies  of  expert  riiiemen 
be  immediately  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  two  in  Maryland,  and 
two  in  Virginia ;  and  that  each  company,  consisting  of  sixty- 
eight  privates,  beside  officers,  march  as  soon  as  completed,  and 
join  the  army  nearBoston,to  be  tlicre  employed  as  light  infantry." 

[June  15.]  They  proceeded  to  choose  by  ballot  a  general  to 
command  all  the  continental  forces,  and  George  Washington, 
esq.  was  unanimously  elected. 

[June  16.]  The  president  informed  him  of  the  choice  which 
the  congress  had  made,  and  of  their  requesting  his  acceptance 
of  that  employment.  Colonel  W^asliington,  standing,  in  his 
place,  answered, 

"  Mr.  President, 

"  Though  I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  high  honor  done  me  in 
this  appointment,  yet  I  feel  great  distress  from  a  consciousness, 
that  m.y  abilities  and  military  experience  may  not  be  equal  to  th*; 
extensive  and  important  trust.  However,  as  the  congress  desire 
it,  I  will  enter  upon  the  momentuous  duty,  and  exert  every  power 
l-possess  in  their  sci  vice,  and  for  tiic  support  of  the  glorious  cause;. 

I  beg. 
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I  beg  they  will  accept  my  most  cordial  thanks  for  this   distiii-* 
guishcd  testimony  of  their  approbation. 

''  But,  lest  some  unhicky  event  should  happen  unfavorable  to 
my  reputation,  I  beg  it  may  be  remembered  by  every  gentleman 
in  the  room,  that  I  this  day  declare,  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  I 
do  not  think  myself  equal  to  the  command  I  am  honored  with. 

"  As  to  day,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  the  congress,  that  as  no 
pecuniary  consideration  could  have  tempted  me  to  accept  this 
arduous  employment,  at  the  expense  of  my  domestic  ease  and 
happiness,  1  do  not  wish  to  make  any  profit  from  it.  I  will  keep 
an  exact  account  of  my  expences.  Those,  I  doubt  not  they  will 
discharge,  and  that  is  ail  I  desire." 

The  colonel  did  not  aspire  to  the  honor  of  commanding  the 
?.rmy  ;  he  v/as  rather  solicitous  to  avoid  it,  upon  an  apprehension 
of  his  inadequacy  to  the  importance  of  the  service.  The  parti- 
ality of  congress,  however  assisted  by  a  political  motive,  render- 
ing'his  reasons  unavailing  ;  and  led  him  to  "  launch  into  a  wide 
and  extensive  field,  too  boundless  for  his  abilities,  and  far,  very 
far  beyond  his  experience,'"  as  his  prevailing  modesty  induced 
him  to  express  himself.  He  is  doubtless  active,  attentive  to  bu- 
sinesSj  temperate,  humane,  formed  for  gaining  and  securing  the 
affections  of  officers  and  soldiers,  far  from  haughty  and  superci* 
lious,  though  naturally  reserved,  which  is  a  quality  that  may 
secure  him  from  answering,  without  offending  many  improper 
questions,  that  the  New-Englanders  will  be  likely  to  ask,  for 
they  are  amazingly  addicted  to  inquisitiveness;  this  is  greatly 
owing  to  the  equality  that  prevails  among  them,  and  leads  them 
into  those  mutual  freedoms,  which  are  censured  in  places  where 
distinction  in  fortune  and  rank  are  far  more  prevalent  and  dis- 
proportioned.  The  personal  appearance  of  the  colonel  is  noble 
and  engaging.  He  certainly  possesses  strong  powers  of  mind, 
which  will  tend  much  to  supply  in  a  short  season,  any  present 
deficiencies,  that  the  want  of  more  extensive  reading,  and  of 
more  practical  knowledge  in  military  matters,  may  inevitably  oc- 
casion. His  days  have  been  spent  in  America,  and  he  has  had 
jittie  opportunity  of  seeing  service.  As  you  have  already  been 
informed,  in  1755,  he  prevented  the  total  ruin  of  the  British 
troops  after  general  Braddock's  defeat,  by  covering  their  retreat 
with  his  rangers  ;  but  he  has  never  been  accustomed  to  the  com- 
iTiand  of  a  regular  regiment,  to  which  is  to  be  imputed  his  say^ 
ing  to  the  volunteers  he  lately  commianded  in  Virginia,  that  a  gun 
and  a  good  sword  or  hanger  was  all  the  soldier  wanted,  without 
mentioning  a  word  of  the  bayonet — it  was  ail  that  the  ranger 
wanted.  When  the  lastFrench  war  was  closed,  the  cessions  made 
to  Britain  in  these  American  rcgionvS,  cut  olF  all  expectation  of 

future 
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future  hostile  armies  in  tlie  country  ;  and  made  the  professed 
study  of  the  arts  of  war  supertluous  to  a  person  inclined  to  Liie 
pleasure  of  a  plantation. 

Though  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Davis,  whom  you  well  remember 
when  at  London,  inserted  the  fullowinj^-  jiote  in  a  sermon  of  his 
on  some  special  oceasitni,  *'  1  may  point  out  to  the  public  that 
heroic  youth  eoionel  Washington,  whom  I  cannot  but  hope  Pro- 
vidence has  hitherto  preserved  in  so  signal  a  manr^ir  (or  st>me 
important  service  to  his  country  ;"  yet  as  no  human  knowledge 
could,  at  that  period,  fathom  the  events  of  the  present  day,  and 
as  there  was  no  evidence  of  its  being  in  a  degree  [prophetic,  it  can 
be  ascribed  only  to  the  admiration  tlie  author  felt  while  contem- 
plating the  character  of  the  colonc'.  Hut  his  being  a  person  of 
strict  honor  and  probity,  was  undoubtedly  a  main  reason  with 
congress  for  electing  him  to  the  chief  command  ot  the  American 
army.  They  are  fully  persuaded  of  his  patriotism,  that  it  is  not 
pretended  ;  that  he  will  not  betray  the  cause  of  the  united  colo- 
nics ;  that  he  w^iil  not  lavish  away  those  scanty  supplies,  which 
call  for  the  greatest  oeconomy  ;  that  he  will  never  prey  upon  the 
vitals  of  his  country  to  enrich  himself,  nor  countenance  others 
in  doing  it;  that  while  he  is  entrusted  with  the  power  of  the  sword 
he  will  pay  a  sacred  regard  to  the  civil  rights  of  his  fellow-sub- 
iccts  ;  and  that  he  w'ill  not  add  needless  barbarity  to  the  unavoid- 
able horrors  and  calamities  of  war.  He  does  not  understand 
French  ;  the  knowledge  of  which  many  will  view  as  an  import- 
ant accomplishment,  especially  should  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
sent rupture  make  the  aid  of  France  hereafter  a  desirable  acquisi- 
tion. But  should  the  times  ever  induce  French  adventurers  to 
repair  in  shoals  to  head-quarters,  he  may  bless  his  ignorance  for 
securing  him  from  many  impertinent,  long,  and  tiresome  appli- 
cations of  miUtary  men,  of  no  eminence  and  little  worth,  mere 
soldiers  of  fortune,  who  are  after  rank  and  riehes,^  both  which 
the  united  colonies  should  deal  out  with  a  parsimonious  hand,  in 
accommodation  to  their  own  circumstances.  He  entered  on  the 
forty-fourth  year  of  his  age  the  11th  of  last  February.  You  w^ill 
wish  to  know  the  political  motive  which  may  have  swa)  ed  coio- 
nei  Washington.  You  must  not  look  for  it  in  any  supposed  ne- 
glect on  the  part  of  the  British  government,  after  he  hadVione 
them  such  eminent  service  in  covering  the  retreat  of  the  troops 
in  1755.  This  may  be  insinuated  to  lessen  his  character.  But 
did  he  even  think  himself  slighted  at  the  time,  he  would  scarce 
have  remembered  it,  much  less  have  harbored  any  resentment 
upon  the  occasion,  for  twenty  years  together.  T\\Q  political  mo- 
ii-je  must  certainly  have  been  of  another  nature.  It  was  proba- 
bly complex.     A  Common  danger  has  united  the  colonics  ;  but 
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has  not  eradicated  all  the  jealousies  that  before  existed  among 
them.  New-York,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  colonies  to  the  south- 
ward, have  not  such  confidence  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  as  to 
admir  that  one  of  their  own  natives  should  be  the  commander  in 
chief.  There  is  too  great  a  nationality  among  the  Bay-men  ; 
such  a  one  might  be  unduly  prejudiced  in  favor  of  his  own  colo- 
ny. Beside,  colonel  AV^ashington  and  the  other  colonists  were 
in  pursuit  oz  an  honorable  aceomm.odation,  and  had  not  the  most 
distant  thought  of  separating  from  Great-Britain.  They  could 
not  be  certain,  whatever  was  the  case  at  presentj  that  the  Massa- 
chusetts v/ould  not  shortly  aim  at  a  separation  ;  it  was  then  a 
matter  of  consequence  who  headed  the  army.  Whatever  some 
of  the  Massachusetts  delegates  might  wish  in  their  hearts,  they 
perceived  the  necessity  of  accommodating  themselves  to  the  in- 
clinations of  others  at  such  a  crisis ;  and  hence  the  unanimity 
with  which  colonel  Washington  has  been  elected  ;  for  though 
it  was  by  ballot,  it  was  not  without  pre-concerted  counsel. 

[June  17.]  A  draught  of  general  Washington's  comm.ission 
was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  fairly  transcribed,  signed,  and 
delivered  to  him  ;  after  which  the  congress  declared,  that  they 
would  maintain  and  assist,  and  adhere  to  him,  with  their  Uves 
^iid  fortunes,  in  the  maintenance  and  preservation  of  American 
libertyo  They  then  proceeded  to  choose  by  ballot,  Artemas 
Ward,  esq.  tirst  major-general,  Horatio  Gates  adjutant-genera], 
and  Charles  Lee,  esq.  second  major-general.  Two  days  after, 
they  choose  Philip  Schuyler,  esq.  third  m.ajor-general,  and  Is- 
rael Putnam,  esq.  unanimously,  fourth  major-general. 

Having  attended  to  the  proceedings  of  the  general  congress 
down  to  the  choice  of  their  first  ofEcers  to  command  the  conti- 
nental army,  let  us  return  to  the  Massachusetts. 

[June  15.]  The  committee  of  safety,  having  received  various 
accounts  of  the  movements  of  general  Gage's  army,  and  of  his 
intention  soon  to  make  an  attempt  to  penetrate  into  the  country, 
recommended  to  the  congress  the  ordering  of  all  the  militia  to 
hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  on  the  shortest  notice  ; 
and  to  the  council  of  war,  the  maintaining  of  Bunker's  Hill  by  a 
sufficient  force  posted  thereon,  and  the  taking  of  such  steps  re- 
specting Dorchester  Neck,  as  to  them  should  appear  to  be  for  the 
security  of  the  colony.  Bunker's  Hill  is  just  at  the  entrance  of 
the  peninsula  of  Charlestown,  and  is  considerably  high  and  large. 

[June  16-]  Orders  w^erc  issued,  that  a  detachment  of  a  thou- 
sand men,  under  colonel  Prescott,  do  niarch  at  evening,  and  en- 
trench upon  the  hill.  By  some  mistake  Breed's  Hill,  high  and 
large  like  the  other,  but  situated  on  the  furthest  part  of  the  pen- 
insula next;  to  Boston,  was  marked  out  for  the  entrenchmeTit* 

instead 
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instead  of  Bunker's.  The  provincials  proceeded  therefore  to 
Breed's  Hill ;  but  were  prevented  going  to  v;ork.  till  near  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  when  they  pursued  their  business  with  the  ut- 
most diligence  and  alacrity,  so  that  by  tiie  dawn  of  day  they  had 
thrown  up  a  small  redoubt,  about  eight  rods  square.  Such  was 
the  extraordinary  silence  which  reigned  among  them,  that  they 
were  not  heard  by  the  British  on  board  their  vessels  in  the  neigh- 
boring waters.  The  sight  of  the  works  was  the  iiist  notice  that 
tlie  Lively  man  of  war  had  of  tlicm,  when  the  captain  begaii 
firing  upon  tlicm,  about  four  in  the  morning.  Tlie  guns  called 
the  town  of  Boston,  the  camp,  and  the  fleet,  to  behold  a  novelty 
which  Wcis  little  expected.  The  prospect  obliged  the  British 
generals  to  alter  the  plan  which  tliey  meant  to  execute  the  next 
day.  I'hey  grew  weary  of  being  cooped  up  in  Boston  ;  and 
had  resolved  upon  making  themselves  masters  of  Dorchester 
Heights,  and  securing  the  dbox0  room  which  general  Burgoync 
proposed  enjoying.  But  the  present  provincial  movement  pre- 
vented the  expedition.  They  were  now  called  to  attempt  j)os- 
sessing  themselves  of  Brcccfs  Hill ;  oa  which  tlie  provincials 
continued  working,  notwithstanding  a  heavy  fire  from  the  ene- 
my's ships,  a  number  of  floating,  batteries,  and  a  fortification, 
upon  Copp'?,  Hill  in  Boston,,  dii-ecdy  opposite  to  the  little  Ame- 
rican redoubt.  It  is  called  Copp's  Hill,  though  the  original 
name  was  Cope's  Hill,  from  the  name  of  the  first  owner.  An  in- 
cessant shower  of  shot  and  bombs  was  rained  by  the  batteries 
upon  the  American  works,  and  yet  but  one  man  was  kii'ed. 
The  Americans  continued  laboring  indefatigably  till  they  had 
thrown  up  a  small  breast-work,  extended  from  the  east  side  of 
the  redoubt  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  but  were  prevented  com- 
pleting it  by  the  intolerable  fire  of  the  enemy.  By  some  unac- 
countable error,  the  detachment  which  had  been  working  for 
hours,  was  neither  relieved  nor  supplied  with  refreshment,  but 
was  left  to  engage  under  these  disadvantages. 

Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  and  the  day  exceeding  hot, 
a  number  of  boats  and  barges,  filled  with  regular  troops  from 
Boston,  approach  Charlestown.  The  men  are  landed  at  More- 
ton's  Point.  They  consist  of  four  battalions,  ten  companies  ot 
the  grenadiers,  and  ten  of  light  infantry ^_  with  a  proportion  of 
field  artillery,  but  by  some  oversight  their  spare  cartridges  are 
much  too  big  for  them,  so  that  when  the  Americans  are  at  length 
forced  from  their  lines,  there  is  not  a  round  of  artillery  cartridges 
remaining.  Major-general  Hovre  and  brigadier-general  Pigot> 
have  the  command.  The  troops  form,  and  remain  in  that  posi- 
tion till  joined  by  a  second  detachment  of  light  infantry  and  grc- 
aadier  •ompanies,  a  baitaliun  of  the  land  forces,  and  a  battalioa 
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of  marines,  making  in  the  whole  near  upon  3000  men.  Gene- 
rals Clinton  and  Burgoyne  take  their  stand  upcn  Copp's  Hill,  to 
observe  and  contemplate  the  bloody  and  destructive  operations 
that  are  now  commencing.  The  regulars  form  in  two  Imes,  and 
advance  deliberately,  frequently  halting,  to  give  time  for  the  ar- 
tillery to  fire,  but  it  is  not  well  served.  The  light  infantry  are 
directed  to  force  the  left  point  of  the  breast-work,  and  to  take 
the  American  line  in  flank.  The  grenadiers  advance  to  attack 
in  front,  supported  by  two  battalions,  while  the  left,  under  ge^ 
neral  Pigot,  inclines  to  the  right  of  the  American  line.  One  or 
two  of  the  continental  regiments  had  been  posted  in  Charies- 
town  ;  but  afterward  removed  to  prevent  their  being  cut  off  by 
a  sudden  attack  ;  so  that  the  British  are  not  hurt  in  the  least 
by  any  musketry  from  thence,  whatever  may  hereafter  be  pre- 
tended ;  neither  do  generals  Clinton  and  Burgoyne  perceive  any* 
though  properly  stationed  for  observing  all  that  passes.  Gene- 
ral Gage  had  for  some  sime  resolved  upon  burning  the  town, 
when  once  any  works  were  raised  by  the  Americans  upon  the 
hills  belonging  to  it  ;t  and  while  the  British  are  advancing  nearer 
and  nearer  to  the  attack,  orders  come  to  Copp's  Hill  for  exe- 
cuting the  resolution  ;  soon  after  a  carcass  is  discharged,  which 
fc>ets  tire  to  an  old  house  near  the  ferry  way ;  the  fire  spreads, 
and  most  of  the  place  is  instantly  in  flames.  The  houses  at  the 
eastern  end  of  Charlestown  are  fired  by  men  landed  from  the 
boats.  The  regulars  derive  no  advantage  from  the  smoke  of  the 
conflagration,  for  the  wind  suddenly  shifting,'  carries  it  another 
way,  so  that  they  have  not  the  cover  of  it  in  their  approach. 
The  provincials  have  not  a  rifleman  among  them,  not  one  be- 
ing yet  arrived  from  the  southward ;  nor  have  they  any  rifie 
guns  ;  they  have  only  common  muskets,  nor  are  these  in  gene- 
ral furnished  with  bayonets  ;  but  then  they  are  almost  all  marks- 
men, being  accustomed  to  sporting  of  one  kind  or  other  from 
their  youth.  A  number  of  the  Massachusetts  troops  are  in  the 
redoubt  and  the  part  of  the  breast-work  nearest  it.  The  left 
of  the  breast-work,  and  the  open  ground  stretching  beyond  its 
point  to  the  water  side,  through  which  there  has  not  been  the 
opportunity  of  carrying  the  work,  is  occupied  partly  by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts forces,  and  partly  by  the  Connecticut,  under  capt. 
Nolton  of  Ashford,  and  the  New-Hampshire,  under  colonel 
Stark. 

*  General  Burgoyne's  Letter. 

f  This  refolution  was  affigned  by  a  near  female  relation  of  the  general, 
to  a  gentlewoman  with  whom  (he  had  been  acquainted  at  school,  as  a  reafoa 
why  the  c.her,  upon  obtaining  a  pafs  to  quit  Bollon;  ihould  not  tarry  at  her 
faihst'8  (Mr,  Gary's)  houfc  in  CharlcBown* 

By 
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By  the  direction  of  the  officers,  the  troops  upon  the  open 
ground  pull  up  the  post  and  rail  fence,  and  carrying  it  forward 
to. another  of  the  same  kind,  and  putting  some  newly  mowed 
grass  between  them,  form  a  slight  defence  in  some  parts.  Ge- 
ijcral  Warren  joins  the  Massachusetts  forces  in  one  place,  and 
general  Pomeroy  in  another.  General  Putnam  is  busily  eng^igcd 
in  aiding  and  encouraging,  here  and  there  as  the  case  icqunes. 
The  provincials  arc  impatiently  waiting  the  attack,  of  the  enemy. 
AVhat  scenes  now  offer  to  oui-  viev/  !  Here,  a  large  and  nobic 
town,  consisting  of  about  300  dwelling  houses,  and  near  upon 
200  other  buildings,  In  one  great  blaze,  burning  with  amazing 
fury,  being  chieiiy  timber,  with  but  little  exception.  The  only 
place  of  worship,  a  large  commodious  meeting  house,  by  its  a- 
spiring  steeple,  forms  a  pyramid  of  lire  above  the  rest.  There, 
in  Boston,  the  steeples,  houses,  and  heights,  are  covered  with 
the  inhabitants,  and  those  of  the  military,  whose  ducy  does  not 
•call  them  elsewherCo  Yonder,  the  hills  around  the  country,  and 
the  fields,  that  afford  a  safe  and  distinct  view  of  the  momentous 
^contest,  are  occupied  by  Americans  of  all  ages  and  orders.  The 
British  move  onsteadily,  but  slowly,  instead  of  using  a  quick  step  ; 
which  gives  the  provincials  the  advantage  of  .taking  surer  and 
cooler  aim.  These  reserve  their  fire  till  the  regulars  come  with- 
in ten  or  tw^elve  rods,  when  they  began  a  furious  discharge  of 
small  arms,  by  which  the  enemy  is  arrested,  and  v/hich  they 
return  for  some  time  without  advancing  a  step.  The  stream  of 
American  fire  is  so  incessant,  and  does  such  execution,  that  the 
regulars  retreat  in  disorder,  and  with  great  precipitation  tow- 
ard the  place  of  landing,  and  some  seek  refuge  even  in  their 
boats.  The  officers  are  seen  by  the  spectators  on  the  opposite 
shore  running  down  to  them,  using  the  most  passionate  gestures, 
and  pushing  them  forward  with  their.swords.  At lengththey  are 
rallied;  but  march  with  apparent  reluctance  up  tolhe  entrench- 
ment. The  Americans  again  reserve  their  fire,  till  the  enem)r 
come  within  five  or  six  rods  ;  then  discharge  dieir  well  directed 
pieces,  and  put  them  a  second  time  to  flight.  Such  is  the  loss 
already  sustained,  that  several  of  the  otficei'S  say,  "  It  is  down- 
right butchery  to  lead  the  men  on  afresh  against  the  hnes."  But 
British  honor  is  at  stake  ;  these  must  therefore  be  earned.  Ge- 
neral Howe  and  the  officers  double  their  exertions-  G-eneral 
Clinton  perceiving  how  the  army  is  staggered,  passes  over,  with- 
out waiting  for  orders,  and  joins  them  in  time  to  be  of  service. 
The  united  and  strenuous  efforts  of  the  different  officers  are  a- 
gain  successful,  notwithstanding  the  men  discover  an  almost  in- 
superable aversion  to  renewing  the  attack,  llie  Americans  are 
in  want  of  pov^dcr,  send  for  a  supply,  but  can  procure  none  ;  for 
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tiiere  is  but  a  barrel  and  a  half  in  the  magazine.  This  deficiency 
(disables  tijem  from  making  the  same  defence  as  befor-e  ;  while 
the  British  reap  a  farther  advantage  by  bringing  some  cannoi\to 
bear  so  as  to.rake  the  inside  of  the  breast-work  from  end  to  end  ; 
upon  which  the  provincials  retreatwithin  their  fort.  The  regular 
army  now  makes  a  decisive  push.  The  fire  from  the  ships  and 
batteries  and  field-artillery  is  redoubled.  The  officers  in  the  rear 
?^oad  on  the  soldiers,  and  the  redoubt  is  attacked  on  three  sides  at 
once.  The  provincials  are  of  necessity  ordered  lo  retreat ;  but 
they  delay,  and  keep  the  enemy  at  bay  for  some  time  with  the 
butt  end  of  their  muskets,  till  the  redoubt  is  half  filled  with  regu- 
lars ;  the  works  of  which  are  easily  mounted,  a  few.  hours  only 
liaving  been  employed  in  throwing  them  up. 

While  these  operations  are  going  forward,  at  the  breast-work 
and  redoubt,  the  light  infantry  are  engaged  in  attempting  to  force 
the  left  point  of  the  former,  through. the  spac^  between  that  and 
the  water,  that  they  may  take  the  American  fine  in  flank.  They 
42xhibit  repeated  proots  of  undaunted  courage.:  but  the  resist- 
ance they  met  v/ith  is  as  formidable  and  fatal  as  what  their  fellow 
soldiers  experienced  in  the  other  quarter.  Here  the  provincials 
also,  by  couunand,  reserve  their  fire  till  the  enemy  is  near,  and 
then  pour  in  their  shot  upon  the  infantry  with  such  a  true  direc- 
tion, and  amazing  success,  as  to  mow  them  down  in  ranks.  Some 
of  them  are  slightly  guarded  by  the  rail,  fences  above  mentioned : 
but  others  are  quite  exposed,  and  more  than  is  needful;  and  the 
regulars  will  have  no  reason  in  future  to  charge  them  with  fight- 
ing unfairly,  because,  of  their  using  defences  not  formed  by  mi^ 
litary  rules  and  workmen.  The  engagement. between  the  two 
parties  is  k-ept  up  with  great  resolution,  but  the  well-aimed  fire 
of  the  Americans  does  astonishing  execution ;  and  the  strenuous, 
exertions  of  the  regulars  cannot  compel  them  to  retreat,  till  they 
observe  that  their  main  body  has  left  the  hill:  when  they  give 
way  but  with  more  regularity  than  could  be  expected  from  troops 
who  had  been  no  longer  under  discipline,  and  in  general  never. 
hcfore  saw  an  engagement. 

The  courage  and  conduct  of  the  provincials  that  opposed  the. 
lioht  infantry,  saved  their  co-patriots,  who  were  overpowered 
and  obliged  to  retreat  from  the  fort  ;  and  who  must  otherwise 
liave  been  cut  off,  as  the  enemy,  but  for  such  opposition,  would 
have  been  instantly  upon  the  back  of  the  redoubt.  While  these. 
brave  men  were  retreating,  general  Warren  was  sliot  in  the  back: 


gart 


X  D.  1775.]        AMERICAN  RF.VOLUTlO:Sr.  35 

part  of  his  head,  on  the  right  side  :*  having  mechanically  clapt 
his  hand  to  the  wound,  he  droptdown  dead. 

The  retreat  of  the  Americans  hiy  over  the  Neck,  which  join- 
ed the  peninsula  of  Charlestown  to  the  main  land  ;  and  the  Glas- 
gow  man  of  war  and  two  tioating  batteries  were  so  stationed  i;s 
to  rake  every  part  of  it  with  h^r  shot,  it  was  feared  that  they 
would  be  cut  off  after  all,  but  they  retired  with  very  little  loss: 
1'he  incessant  fire  kept  up  l>y  the  ship  and  batteries  across  thj 
Neck  from  the  beginning  of  tlie  engagement,  prevented  any 
considerable  reinforcements  getting  to  the  hill  ;  but  this  was  ow- 
ing more  to  the  cowardice  of  som-e  provincial  othcers  than  to  the 
execution  of  the  shot. 

The  numbci'  of  Americans  engaged,  iHcluding  those  whr>  dar- 
ed to  cross  the  Neck  and  join  them,  amounted  only  to- fifteen* 
hundred  ;  but  the  unengaged,  who  appeared  in  various  parts, 
did,  by  their  different  movements,  lead  many  of  the  Boston  spec- 
tators to  apprehend,  at  that  distance,  that  they  consisted  of  some 
thousands 

It  was  feared  by  the  Americans,  that  the  British  troops  would: 
push  the  advantage  they  had  gained,  and  maich  immediately  to' 
head-quarters  at  Cambridge,  about  two  miles  distant,  and  in  no* 
state  of  defence..    But  they  advanced  no  further  than  to  Bun- 
ker's HiU,  of  which  they  possessed  tliem selves  the  night  of  their 
retreat  from  Lexington  ;  and  here  they  threw  up  works  for  their'- 
own  security.     The  provincials  did  the  same  upon  Prospect  HiU 
in  front  of  them,  about  half  way  to  Cambridge.     The  appre- 
hensions of  c^ch  side  in  regard  to  the  other  appeared  to  be  simi- 
lar. Both  were  guarding  against  an  attack,. in  hopes  of  prevent- 
ing it.     Had  the  resolution  of  either   led  on  immediateiy  to  a. 
fresh  engagement^  the  day  w^ould  probably  have  been  far  morc^ 
decisive.     But  the  loss  of  the  peninsula.damped  the  courage  of 
the  Americans,  and  the  loss  of  men  depressed  the  spirits  of  the 
British.     A  veteran  ofhcer,  who  was  at  the  battles  of  Dittengea 
cind  Minden,  and   at  several  others  in  Germany,    has  said,  that 
for  the  time  the  engagement  lasted,  and  the  number  of  men  in  it, 
he  never  knew  any  thing  equal  it.    There  was  a  continued  sheet 
of  fire  from  the  provincials  for  near  half  an  hour,  and  the  action., 
was  hot  for  about  double  that  period.     In  this  short  space,  ths.: 
loss  of  the  British,  according   to  general  Gage,    amounted  to- 
1054,  of  whom  226  were  killed,  of  these  19  werexommijBsion- 
ed  officers,  including  a  lieutenant-colonel,  2  majors,  and  1  cap— 

*  Mr.  afterward  major  Wirflcw,  of  the  Arrerican  artillery  (who  was  per»- 
fonally  acquainted  wiih  the  general,  and  crolTcd  over  fiom  Boflon  to  the  place 
c*  a<5lion  after  the  battle,  and  narrowly  furveyed  the  body)  related  hisbeitij;^^' 
iblfeot,  and  tbe  hand's  beieg  bloody  ss  if  by  the  wound. 
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tains;  70  other  officers  were  wounded.     Among  those  more 
generally  regretted,  were  Heutenant-coionel  Abercrombie  and 
major  Pitcah'n,  who  occasioned  the  first  shedding  of  blood  at 
Lexington.     The  battle  of  Quebec,  in  the  late  war,  with  all  its 
glory,  and  the  vastness  of  the  consequences  it  produced,  was  not 
so  destructive  to  the  British  officers  as  this  affair  of  an  American, 
entrenchment^  the  work  of  only  a  few  hours.-    Even  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Mindenj  where  the  British  regiments  sustained  the  force 
of  the  whole  French  army  for  a  considerable  time,  the  number 
of  officers  killedj  including  two  who  soon  died  of  their  v/ounds, 
was  only  13,  and  the  wounded  remaining  66  ;  their  whole  loss 
in' killed,  was  291,  in  wounded   1037,  together  1328.*     That 
the   officers  suffered  so,- must  be  imputed  partly  to  their  being 
aimed  at  by  the  Americans;  and  tliis  may  account  for  most  of 
those  who  w^re  near  the  person  of  general  Howe  being  slain  or 
disabled.     It  was  a  wonder  that   the  general  himself  escaped.. 
The  men,-  habituated  to  take  sight,  would  naturally  aim  at  the 
officers,  without  expecting  or  waiting  for  orders,  from  an  appre- 
hension that  much  confusion  v/ould  follow  upon  their  dropping. 
Gage's  account  of  the  killed  and  v/ounded  is  large,  but  dues  not 
equal  by  m.uch,  what  has  been  given  to  one  of  the  select  men  of 
Boston,  remaining  in  the  town,  by  a  sergeant  who  declared  he 
had  seen  the  returns  flom  the  proper  persons,  the  total  of  which 
was  1325.     The  light  infantry  and  grenadiers,  the  moment  they 
presented  themselves,  lost  three-fourths  of  their  men,  and  in  a. 
lew  instances  more.     Of  one  company  only  three  or  five,  and 
of  another  only  fourteen  escaped.     A  number  of  tories   served 
as  volunteers,  several  of  whom  were  killed.     The  unexpected 
resistance  of  the  Americans  called  forth  all  the  courage  and  ex- 
ertions of  the  British  cffxers,  which  did  not  fail  upon  the  occa- 
sion ;  but  v/hatevev  commendations  they  are  entitled  to  upon 
that  account,  the  Americans  are  certainly  entitled  to  a  proper 
portion  of  the  like,  for  having  made  the  same  necessary.  These 
have  now  wiped  av/ay  the  reproaches  unjustly  cast  upon  them 
by  their  enemies  in  Britain.  Let  such  praise  the  spirited  coriduct 
of  general  Howe  and  of  general  Clinton,  and  attribute  in  a  great 
measure  the  success  of  the  day  to  the  firmness  and  gallantry  of 
general  Pigot;  but  let  them   no  more   pronounce  the  colonists 
cowards,  v/ho   will  liy  at  the   very  sight  of  a  grenadier's  cap.. 
The  British,  beside  gaining  the  peninsula,    took  thirty   wound- 
ed prisoners,  and  five  pieces  of  cannon  out  of  six. 

I'he  loss  of  the  provincials  has  been  trifling.     l"he  killed  and 
dead  of  their  wounds,  are  1 39 ;  the  v/ounded  hving,  27-8  ;  and  the 

*  Entick's  Hiftgry  of  tlie  War,  ftom  37.55,  Vol.  lY.  p.  io.  printed  for 
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missing  36,  in  all  453.  Tliey  deeply  regret  the  deulhs  of  major 
general  Warren,  of  colonel  (jardner  of  Cambridge,  of  lieutc- 
iicnt-colonel  Parker,  of  Cleinsford,  who  was  wounded  taken 
prisoner,  and  perished  in  Boston  jail  ;  of  major  Mo(nc  and  ma- 
jor M'Clany,  who  were  the  only  officers  of  distinction  that  they 
lost.  But  the  death  of  general  Warren  will  be  most  severely 
felt  and  occasions  the  greatest  sorrow.  His  enemies  bear  testi- 
mony to  his  importance,  by  triumphing  at  his  fall,  uiid  rating  it 
as  better  to  them  than  500  men.  Neither  rescntnK-nt  nor  in- 
terested views,  but  a  regard  to  the  liberties  of  his  country  indu- 
ced him  to  oppose  the  measure  of  government.  lie  stepped  for- 
ward into  public  view,  not  that  he  might  be  noted  and  admired 
for  a  patriotic  spirit,  but  because  he  xi^'as  a  patriot.  He  was  a 
gentleman  of  integrity,  in  whom  the  friends  of  liberty  could  con- 
tide.  The  soundness  of  his  judgment  enabled  him  to  give  good 
advice  in  private  consultations.  His  powers  of  speech  and  rea- 
soning commandedrespect  and  gained  Ijim  influence  in  the  pro- 
vincial congress.  He  aimed  not  ai  a  separation  from,  but  a  co- 
alition with  Britain,  upon  a  full  redress  of  grievances,  and  a  re- 
ciprocal intercourse  of  interests  and  affection.  He  was  valued  in 
private  life  for  his  engaging  manners,  and  as  a  physician  for  his 
professional  abilities.  'I'he  death  of  an  amiable  consort  bad  made 
his  hfe  of  the  greatest  importance  to  his  children  ;  he  was  willing 
however  to  risk  it  in  the  service  of  the  public.  His  intrepidity 
and  zeal  for  the  cause  he  had  espoused,  together  with  the  elect- 
ing voice  of  the  provincial  congress,  induced  him  to  enter  upon 
the  military  line.  AVithin  four  davs  after  his  appointment  to  a 
a  major-generalship,  he  fella  noble  sacrifice  to  the  natural  rights 
of  mankind.  He  was  of  a  middling  size,  and,  of  a  iowish  stature. 
The  ladies  pronouced  him  handsome. 

The  tories  exulted  upon  the  acquisition  of  the  peninsula  of 
Charlestown;  but  the  experienced  officers  in  the  British  service 
thought  the  advantage  too  dearly  purchased,  and  their  counte- 
nances became  gloomy  upon  the  occasion.  The  reason  for  it  has 
been  increasing  from  the  frequent  and  multiplied  deaths  of  the 
wounded.  'Ihese  have  suffered  greatly  for  want  of  fresh  provi- 
sions and  other  supplies, which  the  country  alone  could  furnish: 
many  would  have  survived,  had  they  been  as  well  nursed  as  the 
wounded  Americans  out  of  Boston,  of  whom  but  few  liave  died  ; 
with  regard  to  the  wounded  prisoners  in  town,  there  are  com- 
plaints of  their  having  been  ill-treated. 

'['he  burning  of  Charlestown,  now  a  heap  of  ruins,  though  be- 
fore the  present  troubles,  a  place  of  great  tmde,  has  not  had  tiie 
least  tendency  toward  discouraging  the  provincials  from  prosecut- 
ing their  opposition  to  ministerial  measures,  wliatcver  might  liave 

been 
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been  the  intention  of  general   Gage.     It  has  not  excited  fcar,- 
feut  resentment,  wrath  and  execration.  Such  military  executions- 
may  distress  and  impoverish,  but  will  not  subdue  the  colonists. 
They  might  answer  for  the  old  world  ,  but  are  not  calculated; 
for  the  new. 

In  the  opinion  of  many,  general  Howe  was  chargeable  with  a- 
capital  error  for  landing  and  attacking  as  he  did.  It  might  origi- 
nate from  too  great  a  confidence  in  the  forces  he  commanded, 
and  in  too  contemptuous  an  opinion  of  the  enemy  he  had  to  en^ 
counter.  He  certainly  might  have  entrapped  th€  provincials  by- 
landing  on  the  narrrowest  pait  of  Charlestov/nNeck,  under  the- 
iire  of  the  floating  batteries  and  ships  of  war.  Here  he  might 
have  stationed  and  fortilied  his  army,  and  kept  up  an  open  com- 
munication with  Boston  by  a  water  carriage,  which  he  would; 
have  commanded  through  the  aid  of  the  navy,  on  each  side  of 
the  peninsula.  Had  he  attempted  this  manoeuvre,  the  provinci- 
als on  observing  it  must  have  made  a  rapid  retreat  from  Breed's 
Hill,  to  have  escaped  havir.g  his  troops  in  their  rear,  and  being 
inclosed.  It  is  said  that  general  Clinton  proposed  it.  The  re- 
jection of  tlie  proposal,  if  really  made,  has  greatly  weakened  the 
British  armv,  and  probably  prevented  theruin  of  the  American. 

The  colonists  rvjdy  regret,  that  general  Hovre  conquered  at 
Breed's  Hill;  buthad  the  provincials  driven  himback  into  Boston 
it  mighthave  been  of  far  greater  detriment  to  the  common  cause, . 
than  the  present  situation  of  affairs.  The  Massachusetts  colony- 
would  scarce  have  been  easy  under  the  appointment  of  general.. 
Washington  to  the  chief  command,  had  general  Ward  been- 
crowned  with  the  laurels  of  victory.  The  victory,  as  it  stands,., 
will  make  the  appointment  go  down  easily,  and  prevent  objecti-^ 
ons.  Not  only  so,  but  it  has  occasioned  Gage's  dividing  his  ar- 
my to  secure  the  conquest  he  has  made.  He  has  another  post  to 
maintain  which  will  employ  so  great  a  force,  as  to  cramp  his- 
future  operations.  Besides,  had  the  British  been  driven  back 
into  Boston,  they  m.ight  have  removed  to  New-York,  which 
Avould  have  answered  their  general  design  better  than  remaining 
cooped  up  in  their  present  position.  In  that  city  and  colony  they 
would  have  had  many  more  friends.  I'here  it  is  that  the  minis- 
try have  their  greatest  influence.  That  would  have  been  the  se- 
curest place  for  the  troops,  and  where  they  might  have  procured 
those  supplies  from  the  country  which  they  are  now  deprived  of. 
By  early  reinforcements  from  Great-Britain,  it  might  have  been 
made  so  strong  a  pos:,  as  to  have  commanded  the  North-river, 
and  cut  of  the^ommunicaticn  between  the  colonics  which  that 
separates. 

The 
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The  provincials  liavc  been  iii(lcfatigal)lc  in  throwing  up  works 
and  securing  the  most  exposed  parts  ot"  their  hnes,  with  strong  re- 
doubts, covered  with  artillery.  'I'hey  had  strangely  neglected 
fortifying  the  passage  from  the  Neck  to  the  post  of  Roxbury,  and 
even  the  post  itself:  but  since  the  Breed's  Hill  battle  they  have 
compensated  for  the  defect ;  and  to  make  their  defence  the  more 
perfect  have  pulled  down  a  very  good  house  (on  a  ])oint  where 
the  road  coming  f.om  Boston  divides)  which  was  built  by  gover- 
nor Dudley,  and  to  whose  false  politics  many  are  ready  to  a'scribc 
the  early  origin  of  those  designs  which  the  miwistry  are  now  cn^ 
deavoring  to  accom])lish.  Ihe  ministerial  army  abound  in  mi- 
litary stores  and  artillery,  and  are  not  sparing  in  throw^ing  shells 
'<^i\<\  supporting  a  great  cannonade  upon  the  provincial  works, 
especially  at  Roxbury.  It  was  terrifying  at  tirst  io  raw  troops, 
who,  not  being  accustomed  to,  expected  to  suffer  greatly  by  it. 
Some  damage  has  been  done  among  the  houses  in  the  street,  one 
or  two  have  been  burnt,  and  a  man  or  two  killed.  But  the 
provincials  stationed  there  have  found  by  experience,  that  tho* 
the  noise  is  great,  the  damage  is  trifling,  and  therefore  despise 
it.  They  are  so  hardened  by  repeated  firing,  tliat  a  cannon- 
ading is  no  more  minded  than  a  common  thunder  shower. 

Breed's  Hill  engagement  excited  fresh  desires  in  tlie  inhabit- 
ants of  Boston  to  leave  the  town,  llie  select  men  had  given  re- 
peated assurances  to  general  Gage,  that  they  had  delivered  up 
their  arms  according  to  agreement.  In  order  to  justify  his  de- 
taining them  XJune  19.]  he  issued  a  proclamation,  in  which  he 
declared,  that  he  had  full  proof  of  the  contrary,  and  that  many- 
had  been  perfidious  in  that  respect,  and  had  secreted  great  num- 
bers. Some  fev/  might  secrete  their  sporting  guns,  or  curious 
arms.  No  doubt  however  is  to  be  made,  but  that  the  greatest 
part,  or  nearly  all  the  training  arms  were  delivered  up.  'I  he  im- 
partial world  will  scarcely  acquit  him  of  having  bsen  guilty  of  a 
notorious  breach  of  faith,  even  admitting  his  own  pica.  It  indi- 
viduals had  not  complied  with  the  proposal  of  delivering  up  their 
arms,  yet  as  the  community  had  done  it,  the  innocent  w^erc  en- 
titled to  all  the  benefits  oi  the  agreement,.  Numbers  were  after- 
ward allowed  to  quit  the  town,  l3ut  not  to  take  their  effects,  the" 
that  w^as  stipulated  in  the  beginning  ;  the  allowance,  however^ 
was  thought  to  be  owing  to  a  desire  of  reducing  the  consump- 
tion of  provisions,  when  a  scarcity  was  approaching. 

The  day  tlie  proclamation  appeared,  the  chiefs  and  warriors- 
of  the  O/zt'/V/fl  tribe  of  Indians,  directed  the  following  speech. 
to  governor  Trumbull,  to  be  communiciited  by  him  to  the  foui' 
New-England  provinces  : 
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"  As  my  younger  brothers  of  the  New-England  Indians,  who 
have  settled  in  the  vicinity,  are  now  going  down  to  visit  their 
friends,  and  to  move  up  parts  of  their  famiUes  that  were  left 
behind — with  this  belt,  by  them,  I  open  the  road  wide,  clear- 
ing it  of  all  obstacles,  that  they  may  visit  their  friends  and  re- 
turn to  their  settlements  here  in  peace. 

"  We  Oneidas  are  induced  to  this  measure  on  account  of  the 
disagreeable  situation  of  affairs  that  way;  and  we  hope  by  the 
iielp  of  God,  they  may  return  in  peace.  We  earnestly  recom- 
mend them  to  your  charity  through  their  long  journey, 

^'  Now  we  m.ore  immediately  address  you  our  brother,  the 
governor,  and  the  chiefs  of  New-England. 

*'  Brothers  I — AVe  have  heard  of  the  unhappy  differences 
and  great  contention  between  you  and  Old  England.  We  won- 
der greatly,  and  are  troubled  in  our  minds. 

"  Brothers  !  Possess  your  minds  in  peace  respecting  us  Indi- 
ans.— We  cannot  intermeddle  in  this  dispute  between  two  bro- 
thers.— The  quarrel  seems  to  be  unnatural. — You  are  /ui'c*  bro- 
thers of  one  blood. — We  are  unwilling  to  join  on  either  side  in 
such  a  contest,  for  we  bear  an  equal  affection  to  both  you  Old 
and  New-England. — Should  the  great  king  of  England  apply  to 
us  for  aid — we  shall  deny  him. — If  the  colonies  apply — we  will 
refuse. — The  present  situation  of  you  two  brothers,  is  new  and 
strange  to  us. — We  Indians  cannot  find,  nor  recollect  in  the 
traditions  of  our  ancestors,  the  like  case,  or  a  similar  instance. 

*'  Brothers  ! — For  these  reasons  possess  your  minds  in  peace, 
and  take  no  umbrage  that  we  Indians  refuse  joining  in  the  con- 
test.— We  are  for  peace. 

**  Brothers ! — ^AVas  it  an  alien,  a  foreign  nation,  who  had 
struck  you,  we  should  look  into  the  matter. — Wg  hope  through 
the  wise  government  and  good  pleasure  of  God,  your  distresses 
may  be  soon  removed,  and  the  dark  cluuds  be  dispersed. 

"  Brothers  ! — As  we  have  declared  for  peace,  we  desire  you 
will  not  apply  to  our  Indian  brethren  in  New-England  for  assist- 
ance.— Let  us  Indians  be  all  of  one  mind,  and  live  with  one 
another ;  and  you  white  people  settle  your  own  disputes  be- 
twixt yourselves. 

"  Brothers  ! — We  have  now  declared  our  minds — ^please  to 
write  to  us,  that  we  may  know  yours.  W^e  the  sachems  and 
warriors,  and  female  governesses  of  Oneida,  send  oui  love  to 
you,  brother  governor,  and  all  the  other  chiefs  in  New-Eng- 
land." 

Signed  by  William  Smioghsis.Nicklasha  JVatshaleaghy  William 
Kanagliquaesea,  Peter  Thayeheare,  Jimmy  Tekayaheare  Nickhis 
Agksmhare,  i,  e.  garter  ^  Thomas  Yoghtanoweuj  i.  e.  spreading 

the 
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the  dew ;  Adam  Ohanzcano,  Quedcllis  Agwtrondoiig-:€as^  i.  e. 
breaking  of  the  twigs;  llandcrchtks  Tcgahsu'eahdycn^  i.  e.  a  belt 
(of  wampum)  extended  ;  Johnko  Skcuncndo,  'Jlioinas  Tconde- 
atha^  i.  e.  a  fallen  tree.  Above  a  liundied  years  back,  a  sa- 
chem of  a  family  which  was  becoming  extinct,  ad(jpted  a  nume- 
rous family,  and  to  commemorate  their  own  decay  and  ex- 
tinction, called  the  adopted  Tcoudcatha^  which  name  is  per- 
petuated, as  are  several  of  their  family  names. 

'I'hc^ speech  was  dated  from  Kononwarohare,  i.e.  a  head 
erected  on  a  pole. 

My  friend  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Kirkland,  a  missionary 
among  the  Oneidas,  and  n^ho  understands  the  language,  inter- 
.preted  and  wrote  the  above.  Me  tells  me,  tliat  the  Indian 
names  of  men,  rivers  and  places,  have  often  special  meanings, 
alluding  to  events  or  qualities,  as  is  much  the  case  in  the  He- 
brew language.  The  Indians  are  very  deliberate  in  their 
speeches,  often  pausing,  to  engage  a  closer  attention  to  what 
they  deliver.  They  have  a  prevailing  S])ecies  of  politeness^ 
frequently  wanting  in  the  conversation  of  civilized  Europeans, 
too  apt  to  pronounce  them  savages  and  barbarians,  'i'hey  give 
■close  attention  to  the  person  addressing  them.  They  do  not  in- 
terrupt him  while  speaking,  but  wait  till  he  lias  iinished  ;  and 
consider  it  as  great  rudeness  to  be  interru[)ted.  In  their  coun- 
cils every  one  is  heard  with  patience  in  all  .that  he  has  to -say; 
,profound  silence  reigns  among  the  audience,  to  the  exclusion  o£ 
all  disturbance,  and  tliere  are  no  private  confabulations 

I'he  above  Indian  speech  seems  to  refer  to  one  which  had 
been  delivered  to  the  provincial  congress  eleven  days  before,  by 
the  Stockbridgc  delegate,  being  the  answer  of  the  Indians  dwell- 
ing there,  to  a  message  of  the  former  congres3»  This  answer 
was — "  Brothers  !  we  have  heard  you  speak:  by  your  letter — we 
thank  you  for  it — we  nov/  make  answer.  Brothers  !  you  re- 
■niember  v/hen  you  lirst  came  over  the  great  v/aters  I  was  great 
and  you  was  little,  very  small.  1  then  took  you  in  for  a  friend, 
and  kept  you  under  my  arms,  so  that  no  one  might  injure  you  ; 
since  that  time  we  have  ever  been  true  friends;  there  has  never 
been  any  quarrel  between  us.  But  now  our  conditions  are  chang- 
ed. You  are  become  greatand  tail.  You  reach  to  the  clouds.  Yon 
are  seen  all  round  the  world.  I  am  become  small,  very  little, 
lam  not  so  high  as  your  heel.  Now  you  take  care  of  me,  and 
I  look  to  you  for  protection.  Brothers  !  I  am  sorry  to  hear 
o^  this  great  quarrel  between  you  and  Old  England.  It  appears 
that  blood  soon  must  be  shed  to  end  this  quarrel.  We  never 
till  this  day  understood  the  foundation  of  this  quarrel  betweea 
you  and  the  country  you  came  from.     Brothers  !  Whenever  I 
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se.e  your  blood  running,  you  will  soon  find  me  about  you  to  re» 
'tenge  my  brother's  blood.  Although  1  am  low  and  very  small, 
I  will  gripe  hold  of  your  enemy's  lieel,  that  he  cannot  run  so  fast 
and  so  light  as  if  he  had  nothing  at  his  heels. 

"  Brothers  !  You  know  I  am  not  so  wise  as  you  are,  therefore 
I  ask  your  advice  in  what  I  am  now  going  to  say — I  have  been 
thinking  before  you  come  to  action,  to  take  a  run  to  the  west- 
ward, and  feel  the  iiiind  of  my  Indian  brethren  the  six  nations, 
and  know  how  they  stand,  whether  they  are  on  your  side  or  for 
your  enemies.  If  I  find  they  are  against  you,  I  will  try  to  turn, 
their  minds.  I  think  they  will  listen  to  me,  for  they  have  al- 
ways looked  this  w^ay  for  advice  concerning  all  important  news 
that  comes  from  the  rising  of  the  sun.  If  they  hearken  to  me, 
you  will  not  be  afraid  of  any  danger  from  behind  you.  How- 
ever their  minds  are  affected,  you  shall  soon  know  by  me. — • 
Now  I  think  I  can  do  you  more  service  in  this,  way,  than  by 
marching  off  inimediately  to  Boston,  and  staying  there  ;  it  may 
be  a  great  while  before  blood  runs.  Now  as  I  said,,  you  are  wi- 
ser than  J,  I  leave  this  for  your  consideration,  whether  I  come 
down  immediately  or  wait  till  I  hear  some  blood  is  spilled. 

"  Brothers  '  I  would  not  have  you  think  by  tliis  that  we  are 
falling  back  from  our  engagements.  We  are  ready  to  do  any 
thing  for  your  relief,  and  shall  be  guided  by  your  counsel. 

"  Brothers!  One  thing  I  ask  of  you,  if  you  send  for  me  to 
fight,  that  you  will  let  me  fight  in  my  own  Indian,  way.  I  am 
not  used  to  fight  English  fashion,  therefore  you  must  not  ex- 
pect I  can  train  like  your  men.  Only  point,  out  to  me  where 
your  enemies  keep,  and  that  is  all  I  shall  want  to  know." 

This  speech  was  delivered  the  eleventh  of  April,  1775,  by 
the  chief  sachem  of  the  Moheakoimuck  tribe  of  Indians,  re- 
siding at  Stockbridge,  after  sitting  near  two  days  in  council. 
The  provincial  congress  ordered  the  following  reply  on  tlie 
eighth  of  June,  viz. 

*'  Brothers  !  We  this  day,  by  the  delegate  from  Stockbridge, 
first  heard  of  your  friendly  answer  to  our  speech  to  you  by  cap- 
tain WiUiam  Goodrich,  which  answer  we  are  told  you  made 
to  us  immediately  by  a  letter,  which  we  have  not  yet  received. 
We  now  reply« 

^'  Brothers  !  You  say  that  you  was  once  great,  but  that  you 
are  now  little  ;  and  that  we  were  once  little,  but  are  now  great. 
The  supreme  spirit  orders  these  things.  Whether  we  are  fittle 
or  great,  let  us  keep  the  path  of  friendship  clear  which  our  fa- 
thers made,  and  in  which  we  have  both  travelled  to  this  time. 
The  friends  of  the  wicked  counsellors  of  our  king,  fell  upon  us^. 
and  shed  some  blood  soon  after  we  spake  to  you  last  by  our  letter.. 
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But  wc,  with  a  small  twig,  killed  st)  many,  and  fVighLcrtcd  thcra 
so  much,  that  Lhey  liave  shut  themselves  up  in  our  great  town 
called  Boston,  which  they  have  made  strong.  We  have  now 
made  om-  hatchets,  and  all  our  instruments  of  war  sharp  and 
bright.  All  the  chief  eounscllofs  who  live  on  this  side  the  great 
water,  arc  sitting  in  the  grand  council-house  rii  IMiiladelphia  ; 
when  they  give  the  word,  we  shall  all  as' one  man  fall  on,  and 
drive  our  enemies  out  of  their  strong  fort,  and  follow  them  till 
they  shall  take  their  hand  out  of  our  pouches,  and  let  us  sit  in 
our  council-house,  as  wc  used  to  do,  and  as  our  fatlicr's  did  in 
old  times. 

*'  Brothers !  Though  you  are  small,  yet  you  arc  wist.  iJsC: 
your  wisdom  to  help  us.  If  you  think,  it  fjcst,  go  and  smoke 
your  pipe  with  your  Indian  brothers  toward  the  setting  of  the 
sun,  and  tell  them  of  all  you  hear  and  all  you  see-;  and  let  us 
know  what  their  wise  men  say.  If  some  of  your  young  men 
should  have  a  min<l  to  see  what  Xve  are  doing  here,  let  thcni 
come  down  and  tarry  among  out  warriors.  Wc  will  provider 
for  them  while  they  are  here. 

*'  Brothers  !  When  you  have  any  trouble,  come  and  tell  it  to" 
us,  and  we  will  help  you." 

To  captain  Solom^on  Alihaiin7iauivan}nut.,ch\(Z^  sTizhcm  of  the' 
Moheakoun uck  Indians, 

[June  20.]  the  Massachusetts'  congress  wrote  to  the  several 
towns,  that  the  continental  congress  resolved  on  the  .9th  instant, 
"  that  no  obedience  being  due  to  the- act  of  parliament  for  al- 
tering the  charter  of  the  colony,  &C;"  and  directed  them  to 
elect  one  or  m.ore  fr^eheklcrs  to  represent  them  in  a  great  and" 
general  court,  to  be  held  upon  the  19th  of  July,  at  Watertown. 
They  also  chose  colonel  Heath  major-general,  in  the  place  of 
the  late  general  A¥arren, 

[June  22,]  Before  general  "Washington  \cii  Philadelphia, 
the  continental  coJigress  chose  by  ballot,  eight  brigadier-gene- 
rals— Seth  Fomeroy,  esq.  of  the  Massachusetts  colony,  the  first; 
Richard  Montgomery,  es^.  of  New- York,  the  second  ;  David 
Wooster,  esq.  of  Connecticut,  the  third  ;  AVilliam  Mcath,  esq. 
of  the  Massachusetts^  the  fourth  ;  Joseph  Spencer,  esq.  of  Con- 
necticut, the  fifth ;  John  Thomas,  esq.  of  the  Massachusetts, 
the  sixth  ;  John  Sullivan,  esq.  of  Hampshire,  the  seventh  ;  and 
Nathaniel  Grcene,  esq.  of  Rhode-Island,  the  eighth  ;  and  re- 
solved, that  the  officers  in  the  armv  should  receive  their  new 
commissions  through  the  hands  of  the  general. 

The  same  day  they  resolved,  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
C,000,000of  Spanish  milled  dollars,  be  emitted  by  the  congress, 
ia-  bills  of  credit,  for  the  defence  of  America;  and  that  I'HE 
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TWELVE  CONFEDERATED  COLONIES  (thus  they  are 
termed)  be  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills."  This  is 
an  expedient,  without  which  they  are  not  able  to  prosecute  the 
defence  of  America,  as  they  have  neither  money  nor  revenues 
to  recur  to.  Some  few  of  the  delegates  know,  from^  what  has 
happened  in  the  northern  colonies,  that  the  effects  of  a  paper 
emission  will  be  bad  when  it  becomes  plentiful ;  has  no  stable 
fund  for  the  speedy  redemption  of  it ;  and  cannot  be  exchanged 
in  the  common  intercourse  of  business  for  specie  or  specie  va- 
lue. But  the  risk  of  smaller  and  personal  evils  must  take  place 
rather  than  the  total  subversion  of  the  rights  of  the  united  colo- 
nies be  endangered.  No  one  delegate  therefore  opposed  the 
present  expedient.-  As  the  news  of  Breed's  Hill  battle  had 
reached  them  by  means  of  a  quick  conveyance,  they  resolved, 
*^  That  Pennsylvania  raise  two  more  companies  of  riflemen,  and 
that  the  whole  eight  be  formed  into  a  battalion,  to  be  com- 
manded by  such  officers  as  shall  be  recom.mcnded  by  the  as« 
sem.bly  or  convention  of  said  colony. 

Measures  being  pursued  in  North-Carolina  to  defeat  the  A- 
merican  association,  they  resolved  [June  26.]  "  That  it  be  re- 
commended to  all  in  that  colony,  who  wish  well  to  the  liberties 
of  America,  to  associate  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty,, 
and  to  embody  themselves  as  militia,  under  proper  officers  ;  and 
that  in  case  the  assembly  or  convention  of  that  colony  shall 
think  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  American  as- 
sociation and  safety  of  that  colony  to  raise  a  thousand  men,  this 
congress  will  consider  them  as  an  American  army,  and  provide 
for  their  pay."  They  have  gone  too  far  to  recede  from  the  use 
of  force,  and  so  must  employ  it  wherever  wanted  to  secure  their 
friends,  till  the  point  in  dispute  v>^ith  Great-Britain  is  settled^ 
The  zeal,  activity,  and  unanimity  of  those  Pennsylvanians  in 
general,  whose  principles  admit  of  hostile  resistance,  have  super- 
ceded the  necessity  of  such  like  resolutions  in  respect  to  them. 
The  Philadelphia  miUtia  have  been  formed  into  three  battalions 
for  some  time;  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  these,  con- 
sisting of  1500  men,  an  artillery  company  of  150,  with  two 
twelve  and  four  six  pound  brass  field  pieces  ;  a  troop  of  light 
horse,  several  cam.panies  of  light  infantry,  rangers,  and  riiie- 
men,  in  the  whale  about  two  thousand,  marched  to  the  common, 
and  having  joined  in  brigade  went  through  the  manual  exercise, 
firing  and  manoeuvres  (with  a  dexterity  scarcely  to  be  expected 
from  so  short  a  practice)  in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  the 
continental  congress,  and  several  thousand  spectators.  A  consi- 
derable number  even  of  the  quakers,  have  joined  in  the  military 
association  of  the  city.  There  is  one  company  composed  entire* 
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ly  of  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  religious  denomination  of  poo- 
pie  they  are  convinced  that  Vy-capons  of  war  may  be  lawfuliy 
employed  in  defendiig  their  national  rights  and  hl)erties,  thougii 
they  are  averse  to  all  offensive  operations  to  gratify  ambition  co- 
vetOLisncss  or  revenge.  'I'he  Pennsylvanians  are  careful  to  order 
the  militia  of  the  counties  to  be  frequently  exercised.  The  co- 
lony has  put  on  the  most  martial  appearance. 

About  the  begining  of  June  a  committee  of  congress  drew 
up  a  declaration  containing  an  offer  to  Oreat-Britain,  *'  That 
the  colonics  would  not  only  continue  to  grant  extraordinary  aids 
in  time  of  war,  but  also,  if  allowed  a  free  commerce,  pay  into 
the  sinking  fund  such  a  sum  annually  for  one  hundred  years,  as 
should  be  more  than  sulficient  in  that  time,  if  faithfullv  applied, 
to  extinguish  all  the  present  debts  of  Britain.  Or,  provided  this 
was  not  accepted,  that  to  remove  the  groundless  jealousy  of  Bri- 
tain, that  the  colonies  aimed  at  independence,  and  an  abolition 
of  the  navigation  act  which  in  truth  they  have  never  intended  : 
and  also,  to  avoid  all  future  disputes  about  the  right  of  making 
that  and  other  acts  for  regulating  their  commerce  for  the  general 
benelit  they  would  enter  in  a  covenent  with  Britain,  that  sl.e 
should  fully  possess  and  exercise  that  right  for  one  hundred  years 
to  come."  This  declaration  was  never  entered  upon  the  nii- 
jiutes  of  congress,  for  before  that  couid  be  done,  they  receiv( 
the  accout  of  the  two  restraining  acts,  which  proved  its  ruin. 

They  resolved,  "  'iliatin  case  any  agent  of  the  ministry  shaii 
Induce  the  Indian  tribes,  or  any  of  them,  to  commit  actual  ho- 
stilities against  these  colonies,  or  enter  into  an  offensive  alli- 
ance w^ith  the  British  troops,  thereupon  the  colonies  ought  to 
avail  themselves  of  an  allience  with  such  Indian  nations  as  will 
enter  into  the  same,  to  oppose  such  British  troops  and  their  In- 
dian allies." 

[July  2.]  General  Washington,  accompanied  by  general 
Lee  and  other  gentlemen,  arrived  at  Cambridge.  A  committee 
from  the  Massachusetts  congress  repaired  to  Springfield,  about  a 
hundred  miles  from  Boston,  on  the  way  to  Connecticut,  there 
to  receive  them,  and  provide  proper  escorts  for  them  from  thence 
to  the  army.  Tliey  had  been  treated  with  the  highest  honors  in 
every  place  through  which  they  passed  ;  and  been  escorted  by 
large  detachments  of  volunteers  composed  of  gentlemen.  The 
general  was  addressed  by  the  provincial  congress  of  New-York 

*  Dr.  Price's  two  tracts  en  civil  liberty,  Part  II.  p.  in  and  i\i,  178S. 
ThefirJl  reftrair.iiig  act  was  pafled  March  the  30th,  thefccojid  April  the  ij^h. 
The  news  of  them  wasund  ^ubtedly  carried  by  the  velT^ls  from  London,  which 
arrived  at  Philadelphia  ihe  evening  of  Ju.'^ie  ihe  jih,  and  had  on  board  major 
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:z.s  he  came  along.  They  expressed  their  joy  in  his  appointment  ; 
and  toward  the  close  said,  "  We  have  the  fuUest  assurances,  that 
whenever  this  important  contest  shall  be  chcided  by  that  fondest 
wish  of  each  American  soul,  an  accomodation  with  our  mo* 
dier  country,  you  will  cheerfully  rasign  the  important  deposit 
committed  mto  your  hands,  and  re-assume  the  character  of  our 
worthiest  citizen."  The  general,  after  declaring  his  gratitude 
for  the  regard  shown  him,  added,  "  Be  assured,  that  every  exer«> 
tion  of  my  worthy  colleagues  and  myself,  wiU  be  extended  to 
the  re-estabHshmeiit  of  peace  and  harmony,  between  the  mother 
country  and  these  colonies  ;  as  to  the  fatal  but  necessary  opera- 
:tions  of  war,  when  we  assumed  the  soldier,  we  did  not  lay  aside 
the  citizen  and  we  shall  most  sincerely  rejoice  with  you,  in  that 
happv  hour,  when  the  establishment  of  American  liberty,  on  the 
most  hrm  and  solid  foundations,  shall  enable  us  to  return  to  our 
private  stations,  in  the  bosom  of  a  free,  peaceful  and  happy 
country."  Since  his  arrival  he  has  been  addressed  in  the  most 
affectionate  and  respectful  m.anner  by  the  Massachusetts  congress. 
You  must  have  a  recourse  to  the  public  prints  for  his  whole  an- 
.swer,  but  take  the  beginn-ing  for  a  sj>ecimen,  "  Gentlemen,  your 
kind  congratulations  on  my  appointment  and  arrival,  demand 
my  vv^armest  acknowledgments  and  will  be  ever  retained  in  grate- 
ful remembrance.  In  exchanging  the  enjoyments  of  domestic 
life  for  the  duties  of  my  present  honorable  but  arduous  station, 
lonlv  emulate  the  virtue  and  public  spirit  of  the  whole  province 
of  Massachusetts  Bay^  which,  with  a  firmness,  and  patriotism 
xvithout  example  in  modern  history,  has  sacrificed  all  the  com- 
forts of  social  and  political  life,  in  support  of  the  rights  of  man- 
kind, and  the  welfare  of  our  common  country.  My  highest 
ambition  is,  to  be  the  happy  instrumicnt  of  vindicating  those 
rights,  and  to  see  this  devoted  province  again  restored  to  peace, 
liberty,  and  safety."  This  paragraph  was  extremely  gratifying 
to  tlie  persons  to  whom  it  was  directed. 

The  general  began  to  give  out  the  congressional  commissions, 
but  suspended  all  further  delivery  when  general  Putnam  had  re- 
ceived his,  upon  learning  that  the  appointments  so  degraded  ge- 
neral lipomas  by  ranking  him  far  below  is  juniors  in  office, 
that  he  could  not  with  any  propriety  continue  in  the  army  on 
that  footing,  but  must  decline  serving  the  country  in  a  military 
capacity.  The  several  generals  regretted  the  mistake,  and  vrish- 
cd  to  have  the  difficulty  removed.  AVashington  acquainted  the 
congress  with  it,  upon  which  they  appointed  him  first  brigadier- 
general,  in  the  room  of  Scth  Pomeroy,  who  had  never  acted 
under  his  commission,  and  was  too  far  advanced  in  lite. 
- ..  .  >>    •  i         .  .      .    peneral 
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General  Giccn  testified  Jiis  rcgaid  for  the  eommandcr  /ri 
chief,  by  addressing  him  on  liis  ap])ointnient  and  arrival,  and  bv" 
declaring  the  satislaetion  he  slujuld  feel  in  serving  under  hiti 
command.  He  was  joined  in  the  address  by  the  officers  of  Iiiii 
brigade-  If  other  generals  and  officers  have  done  the  like,  it: 
has  not  come  to  my  knowledge.  This  singular  instance  of  res- 
pect must  make  a  favorable  and  lasting  impression  on  the  mind 
of  general  Washington.  The  general,  after  a  careful  inspection, 
could  not  estimate  the  continental  army  at  more  Llian  14,5<Jt> 
men  capable  of  duly,  who  had  to  defend  an  extent  of  at  least 
twelve  miles.  But  such  has  been,  the  precaution  and  guard  ex- 
ercised on  every  side  of  Boston,  that  the  regiment  of  light  ca- 
valry arrived  there,  has  not  set  foot  beyond  the  garrison,  and 
serves  only  to  create  new  wants,  and  to  increase  the  inconvcni- 
encies  of  the  people  as  well  as  of  the  British  army.  The  hayr 
growing  upon  the  islands,  together  wath  the  sheep  and  cattle  re- 
maining upon  them^  proved  an  object  of  necessary  attention  : — - 
but  the  continentals  possessing  a  number  of  whale  boats,  and  be- 
ing masters  of  the  shores  and  inlets,  were  successful  in  burning,. 
destroying,  or  carrying  off  those  essential  articles  of  supply,,  not- 
withstanding the  number  of  British  siiips  of  war  and  armed  ves- 
sels, 

[July  11.]  A  party  of  500  continentals  w^ent  at  night  from  the 
Roxbury  camp,,  and  getting  into  65  whale  boats,  proceeded  to 
Long-Island,  and  brought  olf  15  of  the  enemy,  about  20  head  of 
cattle,  and  100  sheep.  The  next  day  [July  12,]  they  went  a- 
gain  and  burnt  the  hay,  &;c,.  when  there  was  considerable  fight- 
iag  between  them  and  the  British  boats  and  schooners.  About 
six  days  after^  a  number  burnt  the  light-house  on  an  island, 
nine  miles  below  Boston,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  though 
a  man  of  war  lay  within  a  mile  of  the  place. 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  continental  generals,  the  regulations 
of  the  camp  iiave  been  greatly  for  the  better.  Before,  there 
was  little  emulation  among  the  officers  :  and  the  soldiers  were 
lazy,  disorderly  and  dirty.  The  freedom  of  which  the  New- 
Knglanders  have  alway  been  accustomed,  makes  them  impat-ient 
of  controul,  anxi  renders  it  extremely  difficult,  to  establish  that 
discipline  so  essential  to.  troops,  in  order  to  success.  Discipline 
will  not  inspire  cowards-  v/ith  courage,  but  it  will  make  them 
light,  'lire  army  has  been  thrown  into  three  grand  divisions  : 
general  Ward  commands  the  right  wing  at  Roxbury ;  general 
J^e  the  left  at  Prospect  Hill  ;  and  tlie  centre,  in  which  is  in- 
cluded a  corps  de  reserve,  is  commanded  by  general  Washing- 
ton. Adjutant-general  Gates  has  been  of  special  seiTice  in  ar- 
5-anging  the  army.  His  military  skill  ia  tho^e  matters  has  sup- 
plied 
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plied  the  want  of  it  in  others.  The  public  cannot  be  too  thank- 
ful for  this  benefit.  Every  officer  and  private  begins  to  know 
his  place  and  duty.  Method  and  punctuaHty  are  grov/ing  into 
use,  and  becoming  habitual.  The  troops  will  shortly  have  the 
mechanism  and  movements,  as  well  as  the  name  of  an  army. 

The  continental  lines  are  so  strengthened,  the  number  of  re- 
<ioubts  and  mounted  cannon  so  many,  as  to  make  an  attack  upon 
Cambridge,  or  a  penetration  into  the  country  that  way  imprac- 
ticable. 'I'he  British  according  to  the  intelligence  obtained 
from  Boston,  have  lost  by  death,  including  the  slain,  and  those 
who  died  of  their  wounds  near  upon  2500,  since  the  nineteenth 
of  April. 

General  Washington  acquainted  congress,  that  the  allowance 
of  provisions  to  the  troops  and  the  m.ode  of  delivering  out,  are 
different  from  wdiathas  fallen  within  his  experience,  and  must 
prove  very  wasteful  and  expensive.  The  high  pay  of  the 
soldiers,t  which  greatly  exceeds  that  of  the  British  will  make 
a  more  ceconomicai  plan  necessary.  But  the  most  painful  infor- 
mation he  had  to  communicate,  was  that  of  the  want  of  powder. 
[August  13.]  He  discovered,  that  the  whole  stock  of  the  army 
at  Roxbury,  Cambridge,  and  the  adjacent  places,  consisted  but 
of  ninety  barrels  or  thereabouts  :  that  there  were  no  more  than 
36  in  the  Massachusetts  magazine,  which  with  the  stock  of  New- 
Hampshire,  Rhode-Island  and  Connecticut,  made  but  9937rD. 
not  more  than  nine  rounds  a  man.  The  continentals  remained 
in  this  destitute  condition  for  about  a  fortnight  or  more,  till  the 
jersey  committee  of  Elizabeth-Town,  upon  receiving  the  alarm- 
ing news,  sent  on  a  few  tons,  which  they  were  obliged  to  do 
with  the  greatest  privacy,  lest  the  fears  of  their  own  people,  had 
it  been  known,  should  have  stopt  it  for  their  own  use,  in  case  of 
an  emergency.  During  this  interval,  the  scarcity  of  powder  be- 
came a  camp  talk ;  and  a  deserter  carried  the  account  of  it  to 
Boston.  The  British  dared  not  to  rely  upon  the  intelligence, 
having  been  so  often  deceived.  Beside,  though  they  had  met 
with  unexpected  proofs  of  American  courage,  yet  they  could 
not  believe  the  colonists  possessed  of  such  consummate  assurance, 
as  to  continue  investing  them,  while  so  destitute  of  ammunition. 
They  rather  suspected  a  deep  laid  plot  to  ensnare  them. 

All  the  riflemen  are  arrived  in  camp.  The  congressional  re- 
solve, for  raising  eight  hundred,  passed  on  the  fourteenth  of 
June,  and  on  the  twenty  second  they  agreed  upon  two  addition* 
al  companies  of  Pcnnsylvanians.  No  orders  were  dispatched  be- 
fore the  fourteefth,  and  the  expresses  had  to  ride  three  or  four 
hundred  miles  to  the  persons  directed  to  raise  them.  The  merj 
t  A  ihlUing  a  (3ay, 
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to  the  amount  of  1430,  were  raiiicd,  completely  armed,  most 
with  tlieir  own  rifles,  and  accoutred  for  tl^c  licid  with  such  cx- 
j)cdition  as  to  join  the  army  at  Cambridge,  one  compuny'on  the 
liath  ot  July,  the  rest  on 'the  5lh  and  7th  of  August ;  all  liad 
inarched  trum  lour  to  seven  hundred  miles,  'ilic  whole  busi- 
ness was  performed  in  less  than  two  months,  v/iiliout  a  farthing 
advanced  from  tlie  continental  lieasury. 

The   present  is  a  good  time  for  reJating  what  tlic  congress 
liavc  been  doing. 

[July  G.]  'i'hey  agreed  to  a  Dcclara/ion  in  bejiaif  of  the  colo- 
nics, sctluig  fonh  ihccuUM's and ncccssitjj  oj  lliLii'  lakini^u})  arm^. 
After  enumerating  the  injuiics  they  had  suffered,  they  repro- 
bated the  j^rinciples  of  lord  North's  conciliatory  plan,  without 
jiaming  it,  and  said,  *'  Parliament  adopted  an  insidious  mana-u- 
vre,  calculated  to  divide  us,  to  establish  a  pcrjjetual  auction  of 
taxations,  where  colony  should  bid  against  colony,  all  of  them  un- 
informed what  ransom  would  redeem  their  lives."  They  v/ent 
on  to  mention  the  perfidy  of  general  Gage  in  breaking  his  agree- 
ment with  the  inhabitants  of  Boston — the  wanton  burning  of 
Cliarlestown,  and  a  considerable  number  of  houses  in  other 
places — the  seizure  of  their  ships  and  vessels — the  instigation  of 
the  Canadians  and  Indians  to  fall  upon  them.  'I'hcy  then  said, 
"  Wc  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  choosing  an  unconditional 
subniission  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  ministers,  or  resistance  by 
force.  The  latter  is  our  choice.  AV'e  have  counted  the  cost  of 
this  contest,  and  find  nothing  go  dreadful  as  voluntary  slavery. 
Honor,  justice,  and  humanity,  forbid  us  tamely  to  surrender 
that  freedom  which  we  received  from  our  gallant  ancestors,  and 
which  our  innocent  posterity  have  a  right  to  receive  from  us. 
Wc  cannot  endure  the  infamy  and  guilt  of  resigning  succeed- 
ing genei-ations  to  that  wretchedness  which  inevitably  awaits 
tliern,  if  we  basely  entail  hereditary  bondage  upon  them." 

*'  Our  cause  is  just.  Our  union  is  perfect.  Our  internal  re- 
sources-are great ;  and  if  necessary  ^br6'4''/i  assistance  is  undoubt- 
edly attainable."  lliis  intimation  o^  foreign  assistance^  was  not 
founded  upon  any  private  information,  but  flowed  solely  from 
the  persuasion  that  one  or  more  foreign  powers  will  readily 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  a  fixed  breach  between  Great-Britain 
and  the  colonies,  to  weaken  the  power  of  the  flrst  by  assisting 
the  last.  But  that  they  might  not  by  their  declaration,  disquiet 
the  minds  of  their  friends  and  fellow-subjects,  congress  assured 
them,  that  they  meant  not  to  dissolve  that  union  which  had  so 
lon^;  and  so  happily  subsisted  between  them  and  Britain.  I'her 
concluded  thus,  "  With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of 
the  supreme  and  impartial  J  udge  and  Ruler  of  the  universe,  v/c 
Vol,  L  x\  3  wost 
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isiost-  devoutly  implore  his  divine  goodness  to  protect  us  happily 
through  this  great  contiict,  to  dispose  our  adversaries  to  recon- 
ciliation on  reasonable  terms,  and  thereby  to  relieve  the  em- 
pire from  the  calamities  of  civil  war." 

"Ihe  declaration  of  congress  has  been  read  with  religious  so* 
lemnity  by  the  chaplains,  to  the  different  bodies  of  the  Ameri^ 
can  army  about  Boston,  and  received  with  loud  acclamations  by 
die  tioops,.  and  tiie    numerous  spectators  wlio  were  present  up- 
on the  occasion.     The  same  day  that  congress  agreed  upon  tha 
declaration,  they  resolved  upon   a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  lord 
mavor,  aldernien,  and  livery   of  the  city  of  London,  for  their 
virtuous  and  spirited  opposition  to  the  oppressive  and   ruinous 
system  of-  cojony  administration  adopted  by  the  British  ministry. 
[July  &.]  The  petition  to  the  king  being  ready,  it  was  signed 
by  the  members  present.     It  is- a  deecnt,  dutiful,  and  truly  fili- 
al petition,  and  deserves  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold,  for  the 
sentiments  it  breathes  toward  tire   parent  state.     Had  money 
been  v,'antir.g  to  have  purchased  it,  it  would  have  been  v/isdom 
to  have  bought  it   at  any  price.     If  properly  received,  it  may 
be  made  the   basis  of  an  internal  compact  betv/een  Great-Bri- 
tain and  her  American  colonies,  which  may  to  all  ages  bid  de- 
fiance to  the  intrigues  of  France,  and  the  murmurs  of  rotten, 
hearted  men,  either  in  Britain  or  America.     The  sincerity  of  it 
may  be  called  into  question  by  the  ministry.     Let  them  put  the 
sincerity  of  it  to  the  test,  by  promoting  a  compliance  with  the 
contents,,  and  so  over-reach  those  individual  delegates  who  may 
wish  a  continuance  of,  the   present  quarrel.     I'he  colonies,  as., 
yet,  desire  no  more  than  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  security 
against  a  repetition  of  them.     They  most   ardently  long  for  a. 
firm  and  mdissoluble  union  v/ith  the  pai-ent  state,  upon  these- 
grounds.     Thus  it  is  w^ith  the  army.     It  is  the  w^ish  of  general 
Washington  particularly,  and  such  is  its  reasonableness,  that  be 
hopes  and   expects  that  the  contest  will  be  shortly  terminated^ 
so  as  to  admit  of  his  eating  his  next   Christmas  dinner  at  h4s. 
own  delightful  residence  on  Mount  Vernon, 

The  same  day  the  congress  agreed  to  an  Address  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Great-Britain — ^^In  it  they  said,  *'  We  have  again  pre- 
sented  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  our  sovereign ;  and  to 
remove  evexy  iraputatioji  of  obstinacy,  have  requested  his  ma- 
jesty to  direct  some  mode  by  which  the  united  applications  of  his 
faithful  colonists  may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent 
reconciliation.  We  are  willing  to  treat  on  such  terms  as  can 
alone  render  an  accommodation  lasting  ;  and  we  flatter  ouryeivcs 
tbat  our  pacific  endeavors  will  be  attended  with  a  removal  of 
mUiisterial  troops,  and  a  repeal  of  Uiose  lawsj.  of  the  operation 

o£ 
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of  which  wc  complain,  or  the  one  part,  and  a  disbanding  of  cfiir 
army,  and  a  dissolution  of  our  commrrcial  associatit)ns,  on  tln' 
other."  'i  hey,  after  that,  insinuated  tlic  danger  tlic  inhabitants 
of  Britain  would  be  in  of  losing  their  freedom,  in  case  their  A- 
nierican  brethren  were  sutxlued.  The  address  is  intended  to 
conciliate  the  minds  of  the  inhabltvints  of  B-ritain  to  the  mea- 
sures that  the  colonists  have  already  taken,  or  may  be  obliged 
further  to  take,  and  to  obtain  the  countenance  of  the  former. 
The  petition  to  the  king,  the  address  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Great-Britain,  and  the  letter  to  the  lord  mayor^  ho.  were  order- 
ed to  be  sent  under  cover  to  Richard  IVnn,  esq.  whom  the  pre- 
sident was  to  rcc^uest,  in  bcJialf  of  the  congress,  to  join  with  the 
colony  agents  in  presenting  the  petition  to  the  king.  Mr.  l*ena 
sailed  four  days  after  this  order,  for  England, 

[July  12.]  I'hc  congress  agreed  upon  appointing  commission- 
ers to  superintend  Indian  affairs  in  behalf  of  the  colonies. — 
Proper  talks  to  the  Indians  were  ordered  to  be  prepared,  which 
were  reported  t4ie  next  day  [July  13.]  and  accepted. 

[July  18.]  The  congress  resolved  to  recommend  to  all  able- 
bodied  effective  men  in  each  colony,  between  sixteen  and  fifty, 
immediately  to  form  themselves  into  regular  companies  of  mili- 
tia ;  to  acquire  military  skill,  and   to  be  well  prepared   for  de- 
fence ;  and  that  a  fourth  part  of  the  militia  in  every  colony  be 
selected  for  minute-men,  and  be  ready  to  march  wherever  their 
assistance  may  be  required.     It  was  earnestly  recommended  to 
those  who  could  not  conscientiously  bear  a-i-ms  in  any  case  to 
contribute  liberally  to  the  relief  of  their  distressed   brethren, 
and  to  do  all  other  services  to  their  oppressed  country,  which 
they  could  consistently   w.th  their  religious  principles.     I'hey 
also  proposed  that  each  colony   should  appoint  a  committee  of 
safety,  to  direct  all  matters  necessary   for  the  security  of  their 
respective  colonies,-  in  the  recess  of  their  assemblies  and  con- 
ventions ;  and  should  make  such  provision,  by  armed  vessels  or 
otherwise,  as  might  be  judged  expedient  for  the  protection  of 
their  harbours  and  navigation   on  their   sea-coasts,  against  all 
hostile  cutters  and  ships  of  war= 

[July  20.]  I'his  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  continental 
fast,  congress  agreed  to  meet,  and  go  in  a  body  to  divine  ser- 
vice both  parts  of  the  day.  lliey  requested  Mr.  Ducke  to 
preach  before  them  in  the  morning,  and  Dr.  ylUison  in  the  at- 
ternoon.  But  before  the  service,  they  met  time  enough  to  read 
some  dispatches  brought  by  express  from  general  Schuyler,  and 
a  letter  from  the  convention  of  Georgia,  setting  forth  that  the 
colony  had  acceded  to  the  general  association,  and  appointed 
delegates  to  attend  the  congress. 

The- 
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The  day  was  kept  at  Philadelphia  as  the  most  solemn  fast  ever 
held  in  that  city.  Itwas  rciigiously  observed  throughout  the  united 
colonies.  The  united  synod  of  New-York  and  Philadelphia  had 
published  a  pastoral  letter  some  time  before  ;  it  was  read  on  that 
day  in  the  churches  under  the'r  care,  which  are  very  numerous. 
Tliey  said  in  it,  *'  As  the  whole  coiitinent,  with  hardly  any  ex- 
ception, seem  determined  to  defend  their  rights  by  force  of  arms, 
it  becomes  the  peculiar  duty  of  those  w^ho  profess  a  w^ililngness 
to  hazard  their  Uves  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  to  be  prepared  for 
<leath,  which  to  many  must  be  a  certain,  and  to  every  one  is  a 
possible  or  probable  ewenL  It  is  well  known  to  you  (otherwise 
it  would  be  impudent  thus  publicly  to  profess)  that  we  have  not 
been  instrumental  in  inflaming  the  minds  of  the  people,  or  urging 
them  to  acts  of  violence  and  disorder.  Perhaps  no  instance  can 
be  given,  on  so  interesting  a  subject,  in  which  political  senti- 
Ti^^ents  have  been  so  long  and  so  fully  kept  from  the  pulpit,  and 
<:ven  malice  itself  has  not  charged  us  with  laboring  from  the 
press ;  but  things  arc  nov/come  to  such  a  height,  that  we  do  not 
wish  to  conceal  our  opinions  as  men.  Suffer  us  therefore  toex- 
liortyou,  by  assuring  you,  that  there  is  no  army  so  formidable 
iis  those  who  are  superior  to  the  i^ar  of  death.  Let,  therefore, 
«very  one  who,  from  generosity  of  spirit,  or  benevolence  of 
heart,  offers  himself  as  a  champion  in  his  country's  cause,  be  per- 
suaded to  reverence  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  and  walk  in  the  fear  of  the 
Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earthy  and  then  he  may,  with  the  most 
unshaken  firmness,  expect  the  issue  either  in  death  or  victory.'* 

After  several  other  exhortations,  they  offered  six  advices,  iri 
substance  as  follows :  1st,  Let  every  opportunity  be  taken  to 
express  your  attachment  to  king  George  and  the  revolution  prin- 
ciples. We  recommend  esteem  and  reverence  for  the  person  of 
the  prince,  v/ho  has  probably  been  misled  into  the  late  and  pre- 
sent measures  by  those  about  him  ;  neither  have  we  any  doubty 
that  they  themselves  have  been  in  a  great  degree  deceived  by  false 
Information  from  interested  persons  residing  in  America. — 2dly, 
Be  careful  to  maintain  the  union  v/hich  at  present  subsists  in  all 
the  colonies,  on  which  the  success  of  every  measure  depends. — ■ 
3dly,  We  earnestly  beseech  all  societies  to  watch  over  their 
members,  and  discourage  luxury  of  living,  public  diversions,  and 
gaming  of  all  kinds.— 4ihly,  'vVe  recommend  a  regard  to  public 
order  and  peace  *  that  all  persons  conscientiously  pay  their  debts, 
ind  to  tlie  utmost  of  their  power  serve  one  another,  so  that  the 
rvils  inseparable  fromaciv^l  war  may  not  be  augmented  by  wan- 
tonness and  irregularity. — 5thly,  We  recommend  to  all  ranks, 
but  particularly  to  those  v/ho  may  be  called  to  action,  a  spirit  of 
-^umiwiit/  and  ntercy,  W-:  recommend  that  meekness  and  gen- 
tleness 
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tiencss  of  spirit  wliich  is  tiic  noblest  attendant  on  true  vrJor. 
Tliatman  will  fight  most  bravely,  who  never  fights  i)ut  wlien  it 
is  necessary,  anti  who  ceases  to  fight  as  soon  as  the  necessity  is 
over. — Lastly,  W'e  would  recommend  to  all  societies,  not  to 
content  themselves  with  attending  devoutly  on  fasts,  but  to  con- 
tinue habitually  in  prayer,  and  to  have  fre(|ucnt  voluntary  meet- 
ings for  solemn  intercession  with  God  on  the  important  trial.'* 

The  accession  of  Georgia,  w^as  owing  much  to  the  exertions  of 
the  reverend  Dr.  Zubly  ;  who  roused  the  attention  of  many  in 
the  province  to  the  alarming  situation  of  American  affairs  ;  so 
that  at  length  a  general  election  was  held  for  delegates  to  set  in 
provincial  congress.  They  met  on  the  fourth  of  July  in  Savan- 
nah :  and  requested  the  gt)vernorto  appoint  a  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer  throughoutthe  province,  that  a  happy  reconciliation  might 
vSoon  take  place  between  America  and  the  parent  state,  and  that, 
under  the  auspicious  reign  of  his  majesty  and  his  descendants, 
both  countries  might  remain  united,  virtuous,  free  and  happy,  till 
time  should  be  no  more.  His  excellency  James  Wright  consent- 
ed, as  the  request  was  expressed  in  such  loyal  and  dutiful  terms, 
and  the  ends  proposed  such  as  every  gi)od  man  m^osi  ardently 
wished.  They  chose  the  reverend  ]3r.  Zubly,  and  four  others, 
delegates  to  represent  the  province  in  the  continental  congress; 
and  at  once  entered  into  all  the  spirit  of  the  resolutions  form- 
ed by  the  other  colonies,  and  adopted  similar.  I'hc^^  declared, 
that,  though  their  province  was  not  included  in  the  late  re- 
straining bill,  they  considered  that  circumstance  rather  as  an  in- 
sult than  a  favor,  as  being  meant  to  break  the  union  of  the  pro- 
vinces, as  being  grounded  on  the  supposition,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  tlie  excepted  province  could  be  base  enough  to  turn  the  op- 
pression of  America  into  a  mean  advantage.  They  also  agreed 
upon  an  humble  address  and  representation  to  his  majesty,  which 
as  it  was  not  deficient  in  a  certain  freshness  of  colouring,  had 
the  appearance  of  novelty. 

[July  '25.]  The  congress  agreed  in  an  address  to  the  assem- 
bly of  Jamaica:  and  in  it  said,  "  We  receive  uncommon  plea- 
sure from  observing  the  principles  of  our  righteous  opposition  dis- 
tinguished l)y  your  approbiation.  We  feel  the  warmest  gratitude 
for  your  pathetic  mediation  in  our  behalf  with  the  crown.  'I'hc 
peculiar  situation  of  your  island  forbids  yoiir  assistance.  But  wc 
having  your  good  wishes  to  the  friends  of  liberty  and  mankir.d, 
shall  always  derive  consolation." 

They  also  resolved,  That  a  body  of  f  )rces,  not  exceeding  five 
thousand,  be  kept  up  in  the  New- York  department : — and  tiiat  a 
further  sum  of  one  million  Spanish  milled  d'-llars,  be  struck  iii 
bills  oi  thirty  dol'urs  each. 

[JiUy 
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[Ji-ily  26.]  Thev  established  a  post-office,  to  reach  front 
Fahriouth,  in  New-England,  to  Savannah,  in  Georgia  ;  and  then 
imanimously  elected  Benjamin  Franklin,  esq.  post-master  gene- 
ral. 

[July  27.]  They  proceeded  to  the  establishment  of  an  hospi- 
tal for  an  army  of  20,000  men  ;  and  elected  Benjamin  Church, 
to  be  director  of  and  physician  in  it. 

[July  28.]  They  agreed  to  an  address  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, and  in  it  furnished  them  with  a  true  state  of  the  colonial 
motives  and  objects,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  judge  of  the 
conduct  of  the  colonists  with  accuracy,  and  to  determine  the 
I  erits  of  the  controversy  with  impartiality  and  precision.  They 
ii^Gn  anticipated  the  golden  period,  when  liberty,  with  all  the 
gentle  arts  of  peace  and  humanity,  should  estabUsh  her  mild  do- 
minion in  the  western  world,  and  erect  eteral  monuments  to  the 
memory  of  those  virtuous  patriots  and  martyrs,  who  shall  have 
fought  and  bled,  and  suffered  in  her  cause.  Toward  the  close 
Ihe  language  is,  "  Accept  our  most  greatful  acknowledgments  for 
the  friendly  disposition  you  have  always  shown  toward  us. — We 
know  that  you  are  not  without  your  grievances — We  sympa- 
thize with  you  in  your  distress,  and  are  pleased  to  find  that  thfj 
4Jesign  of  subjugating  us,  has  persuaded  administration  to  dispense 
to  Ireland  some  vagrant  rays  of  ministerial  sunshine. — Even  the 
tender  mercies  of  governmenthave  long  been  cruel  toward  you, 
• — In  the  rich  pastures  of  Ireland, many  hungary  parricides  have 
fed,  and  grown  strong  to  labour  in  its  destruction,"  In  the  body 
of  it,  a  shaft  is  elegantly  pointed  at  one  of  the  British  generals.— 
*'\. America  is  amazed  to  find  the  name  oi  Howe  in  the  catalogue 
of  her  enemies  : — she  loved  his  brother,"  'Ihe  former  lord  Z^Ou^'d 
fell  by  the  shot  of  a  French  Indian,  after  landing  on  the  left  to- 
ward the  bottom  of  Lake  George,  and  wdiile  heading  his  corps 
and  marching  under  the  command  of  general  Abercrombie,  to 
attack  Tyconderogo.  The  Massachusetts  assembly,  to  express 
their  affection  and  strong  sense  of  his  worthy  character,  had  a  mo- 
nument erected  to  his  memory  in  Westminster-abby. 

[July  29.]  The  qotas  of  the  several  colonies  toward  the  com- 
mon expencc  was  settled,  for  the  present,  subject  to  a  future  re- 
vison  and  correction. 

[July  31.]  The  assemblies  of  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia,  having  referred  to  the  congress  the  resolution  of  the 
house  ofcommons,  comprehending  lord  North's  conciliatory  plan, 
they  expressed  their  opinion  upon  it,  to  the  following  purpose, 
viz.  "  The  colonies  are  entitled  to  the  sole  and  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  giving  and  granting  their  own  money.  As  they  possess 
a  right  of  appropriating  their  gifts,  so  are  they  entitled  at  all  times- 

to 
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to  inquire  into  their  applieatiijn.  This  privilege  of  giving  oj 
withholding  their  monies,  is  an  iinportant  barrier  against  the  un- 
due exertion  ot  prerogative. 

"  The  proposition  eontained  in  the  resokition  is  unreasonable 
and  insidious:  unreasonable,  beeause,  it'  we  declare  we  accede 
to  it,  wc  declare  without  reservation,  we  v/ill  purchase  the  favor 
of  parhament,  not  knowing  at  the  same  time  at  what  price  they 
will  please  to  estimate  their  favor;  it  is  insidious,  because  indi- 
vidual colonies,  having  bid  and  bidden   again,  till  they  hnd  the 
avidity  of  the  seller  too  great  for  all  their  powers  to  satisfv,  arii 
then  to  return  into  opposition,  divided  from  their  sister  colonies; 
whom  the  minister  will  have  previously  detached   by  a  grant  of 
easier  terms,  or  by  an  artful  procrastination  of  a  definitive  an- 
swer.    The  suspension  of  the  exercise  of  their  pretended  power 
of  taxation  being  expressly  made  commensurate  v\'ith  tlie  conti- 
nuance of  our  gifts,  these  must  be  perpetual  to  make  that  so. 
The  proposition' is  altogether  unsatisfactory,   because  it  imports 
enly  a  suspension  of  the  mode,  not  a  renunciation  of  the   pre- 
tended right  to  tax  us  ,  because  too^  it  docs  not  propose  to  re- 
peal the  several  acts  of  parliament  complained  of  a>?  grievances. 
"  Upon  the  whole,  this  proposition  seems  to  have  been  held 
up  to  the  world,  to  deceive  it  into  a  belief  that  there  was  nothiin-^ 
in  dispute  between  us,  but  the  mode  of  levying  taxes  ;    and  that 
the  parliament  having  now  been  so   good  as  to  give  up  this,  the 
colonies  are  unreasonable  if  not  perfectly  satisfied  :  whereas,  in 
trutli,  our  adversaries  still  claim  a  right  of  demanding  ad  /ioiUi?)'-^ 
and  of  taxing  us  themselves  to  the  full  amount  oftlicir  demand, 
if  we  do  not  comply  with  it.     This  leaves  wj-  without  any  thing 
we  can  call  property." 

Congress  had' reprobated'the  conciliatory  plan  in  their  addresr- 
to  tht  British  inhabitants ;  but  now  they  discussed  it  fully,  and 
exposed  its  futility,-  The  next  day,  August  the  first,  they  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday  the  fifth  of  September. 

The  declaration  of  congress,  their  petitiqn  to  the  king,  their 
address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  the  other  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland,  and  their  opinion  upon  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  commons,  must  evidence  to  the  vrorld,  that  thev  have  mea 
of  the  first  abilities  among  them,  whose  writings  will  vie  with 
tlie  public  declarations  and  acts  of  any  powers,  on  the  greatest: 
occasions,  in  respect  to  art,  address  and  execution. 

When  you  consider  the  variety  of  climates,  soils,  religions* 
civil  governments,  commercial  interests,  &c.  which  Vv-ere  repre- 
sented in  the  formercongress,  and  the  lute  session  of  the  present;, 
and  the  various  occupations,  educations  and  characters  of  the 
gentlemca.vvho  composed  them- ;  you  will  judge,  that  the  general 

huraiouy 
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harmony  and  unanimity  which  prevailed  in  them,  is  scarccjy  to 
be  paralleled.  At  the  revolution,  such  mighty  questions  as,  "Whe- 
ther is  the  throne  vacant  or  not  ?  Whether  shall  the  prince  of 
Orange  be  king  or  not  ?"  were  determined  in  the  convention 
parliament,  by  small  majorities — the  last  question  by  two  only. 
The  great  majorities,  the  almost  unanimity,  with  which  most 
capital  questions  have  been  decided  in  the  continental  congress, 
will  be  considered  by  numbers  in  no  other  light  than  as  the  hap- 
piest omens  ;  or  rather  as  providential  dispensations  in  favor  of 
the  colonies;  as  well  as  the  clearest  demonstrations  of  their  cor- 
dial, firm,  radical,  and  indissoluble  union. 

The  adjournment  of  congress  affords  the  delegates  the  best 
means  of  consulting  with  their  constituents,  as  to  what  further 
measures  it  may  be  necessary  to  adopt  :  as  also  certain  indivi- 
duals who  may  look  forward  to  independency,  a  much  more 
favorable  opportunity  of  ripening  their  designs  by  private,  per- 
sonal intercourse  with  special  confidents,  than  can  be  enjoyed 
by  an  epistolary  correspondence.  By  well-timed  hints,  they  may 
scatter  those  sentimental  seeds,  which  shall  at  length  produce 
events  not  at  present  suspected  even  by  the  persons  attending  to 
such  hints. 

The  Georgia  delegates  did  not  come  on,  and  join  the  congress 
before  the  session  was  closed. 

The  inhabitants  of  South-Carolina  were  so  zealous,  and  the 
alarm  spread  by  the  Lexington  engagement  so  extensive  through 
the  colony,  that  172  members  met  in  provincial  congress,  [June 
1.]  agreeable  to  the  summons  issued  three  and  twenty  days  be- 
fore by  the  general  committee. 

[June  2.]  They  unanimously  resolved,  that  an  association  was 
necessary,  which  was  drawn  up  and  signed  by  their  president 
Henry  Laurens,  esq.  and  all  the  members  present.  In  it  they  de- 
clared— "  Thoroughly  convinced  that,  under  our  present  dis- 
ti'essed  circumstances,  we  shall  be  justified  before  God  and  man, 
in  resisting  force  by  force,  we  do  unite  ourselves  under  every  tic 
of  religion  and  honor,  and  associate  as  a  band  in  the  defence.of 
an  injured  country  against  every  foe- — hereby  solemnly  engag- 
ing, that,  whenever  our  continental  or  provincial  councils  shall 
decree  it  necessary,  we  will  go  fourth,  and  be  ready  to  sacrifice 
our  lives  and  fortunes  to  secure  her  freedom  and  safety.  This 
obligation  to  continue  in  full  force  until  a  reconciliation  shall  take 
place  between  Great-Britain  and  America,  upon  constitutional 
principles — an  event  which  we  most  heartily  desire.  And  we 
will  hold  all  those  persons  inimical  to  the  liberty  of  the  colonies 
who  shall  refuse  to  subscribe  this  association."  This  was  after- 
ward prettly  generally  sub&(;ribe4  i>Y  ^^  iiihabitaats, 

[June 
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[June  5.]  It  was  resolved  to  raise  two  regiments  of  foot,  and 
a  regiment  of  rangers;  and  to  pat  the  town  and  provinec  in  a 
respectable  posture  of  defence,  'llie  provincial  congress  were 
sensible  that  the  expcnces  would  be  great.  But  it  was  the  lan- 
guage there,  asw-jll  as  in  the  other  colonics,  among  the  fiiends 
to  freedom,  "  IVt  xvill freely  ghe  up  half\  or  even  the  whole  of 
our  fortunes  to  secure  our  liberties.'''  Bills  of  credit  were  struck, 
which,  through  the  consent  and  enthusiasm  of  the  people,  sup- 
plied the  present  emergency. 

So  great  was  the  military  order  among  the  gentlemen,  that 
candidates  for  commissions  were  four  times  more  than  could  be 
employed;  and  in  the  number  were  many  of  the  first  hunilies 
and  fortmies.  The  militia  olFicers  resigned  their  commissions 
under  the  governor,  and  by  their  own  consent  were  subjected  t<> 
the  orders  of  the  provincial  congress. 

Thus  the  popular  leaders,  in  a  few  weeks,  had  an  army  and 
treasury  at  their  command„  Thirteen  gen^Jemen  were  chosen  a 
council  of  safety. 

\\^hile  this  congress  was  setting,  lord  William  Campbell,  go- 
vernor of  the  province,  arrived,  and  was  received  with  ail  the 
d\einonstrations  of  joy  usual  on  similar  occasions. 

[June  12.]  The  c(^gress  waited  on  him  with  an  address,  ia 
which  they  disclosed  to  lum  the  true  causes  of  their  present  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  declared,  that  no  love  of  innovation,  no  desire  of 
altering  the  constitution  of  government,  no  lust  of  independence^ 
had  tlie  least  influence  upon  their  councils  ;  but  that  they  had 
been  impelled  to  associate  and  take  up  arms,  solely  for  the  pre- 
servation, and  in  defence  of  their  lives,  liberties  and  properties. 
They  entreated  his  excellency  to  make  such  a  representation  of 
the  state  of  the  colony,  and  of  their  true  motives,  as  to  assure 
his  majesty,  that  he  had  no  subjects  w4io  more  sincerely  desired 
to  testify  their  loyalty  and  aHection,  or  would  be  more  willing  to 
devote  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  his  real  service.  His  lordship 
returned  a  very  mild  and  prudent  answer. 

•[June  22.]  '  They  adjourned,  having  first  delegated  a  great 
part  of  their  authority  to  the  council  of  safety  and  the  general 
committee;  the  former  of  which  is  in  the  nature  of  an  execu- 
tive, and  the  latter  of  a  legislative  authority.  It  was  particular- 
ly recommended  to  the  general  committee,  to  take  effectual  me- 
thods to  have  the  association  signed  through  the  province,  and 
to  demand  from  the  non-subscribers  the  reasons  of  their  refusuak 

The  non-subscribers  have  been  advertised  as  inimical  to  the  li- 
berties of  America,  and  all  intercourse  between  them  and  the 
associators  interdicted.  An  oath  of  neutrality  has  been  required 
of  all,  to  which  some  have  agreed  j   others  refusing  have  beea 

YoL.  L  B3  disarmed; 


STS  T-ii^    H1ST01^Y    cf  the  [XZ).  1T15. 

tdisarFT.ed;  and  a  few,  who  would  not  enter  into  any  engage- 
ments for  the  public  security,  have  been  confined  to  their  houses 
and  plantations. 

In  th.cse  kinds  of  interesting  civil  broils,  matters  are  general- 
]y  carried  to  an  excess,  and  policy  often  tramples  upon  truth  and 
justice.  Among  the  non-subsribers,  there  may  have. been  seve-= 
ral  real  friends  to  the  liberties  of  America,  who  could  not  irt 
eonscience  subscribe  the  association. 

The  South-Carolinians,  having  agreed  upon  a  military  opposi- 
tion, were  resolved  to  defend  Chariestown  to  the  last  extremity  ; 
and  yet  the  whole  quantity  of  powder  in  the  colony  did  not  ex- 
ceed three  thousand  pounds.  A  military  opposition,  not  being 
originally  designed  or  expected  by  them  any  more  than  by  the 
peopleof  the  other  colonics,  there  was  the  like  inattention  as 
elsewhere,  in  regard  to  the  providing  of  stores..  Reduced  now 
to  the  alternative  of  fighting  or  submitting,  they  took  extraor- 
dinary methods  to  obtain  a  supply.  The  inhabitants  of  East-Flo- 
rida, having  never  joined  in  measures  of  opposition  to  Britainy 
the  ports  ot  that  province  were  open  for  the  purposes  of  trade. 

Iwelve  psisons,  therefore,  authorised  by  tlie  council  of  safe- 
ty, sailed  from  Chariestown  for  that  coast ;  and  by  surprise, 
toard^d  a  vessel  near  the  bar  of  St.  Augustine,  though  twelve 
British  grenadiers,  of  the  I4thregiment,  were  on  board.  Thejr 
took  out  fifteen  thousand  pounds  of  powder,  for  which  they  gave 
a  bill  of  exchange  to  the  captain ;  and  having  secured  a  safe  re- 
treat to  themselves,  steered  for  Beaufort,  and  from  thence  by  an 
kiland  navigation  escaped  theirpursuers,.  and  got  safe  to  Charles- 
town. 

North-Carolina  was  no  less  spirited  than  Soath.  The  militia 
were  arrayed.and  exercised,  and  other  measures  taken  to  support 
whatever  opposition  they  might  be  called  to  make  against  the 
British  adherents.  Governor  Martin  was  equally  vigorous,, 
though  not  squally  successful.  He  expected,  by  means  of  the 
back  settlers,  Scotch  inhabitants,  and  Highland  emigrants,  tO: 
have  made  a  stand  against  the  patriotic  party,  and  therefore  took 
pains  to  fortify  his  palace  at  Newbern  ;  but  before  it  could  be  ef~ 
fccted,  his  attempting  to  move  the  palace  guns,  alarmed  the  com- 
mittee of  the  place  ;  who,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  armed  men,, 
interposed,  seized  and  carried  off  six  pieces  of  artillery,  which: 
lay  behind  the  palace.  This  occasioned  the  governor's  making: 
a  precipitate  fiight  to  Fort  Johnson  on  Cape-Fear  river.  The. 
people,  apprehensive  that  he  would  strengthen,  and  prepare  it 
for  the  reception  of  a  force  to  be  employed  in  reducing  the  colo- 
ny, and  concluding,  that  he  would  encourage  the  slaves  to  re=.. 
uoitjin  case  cf  theJailure  of  all  other  means  to  maintain  the  king's, 

gover^meat. 
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government;  coIlGCtcd  at  Wilmington  under  colonel  Ashe,  \\A\o 
had  resigned  his  governmental  commission,  [July  H.J  and  ac- 
cepted one  from  popular  authority,  'I'he  colonel  designed  re- 
moving  the  king's  artillery  tVom  the  fort;  but  the  cannon  and 
stores  were  secured- in  time,  by  order  of  the  governor,  who  re* 
tired  on  board  the  king's  sloop  the  Cruiser. 

[July  18.  J  Colonel  Ashe,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  entered 
the  tort,  iired  it,  and  reduced  the  houses  and  building^s  to  ashes, 
1'he  next  day  hecompleated  the  destruction  of  its  wcx^den  defen- 
ces, to  whieh  the  hre  had  not  extended  ;  and  burnt  the  houses, 
and  desolated  every  thing  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  place,  that 
so  they  might  prove  of  no  benehtto  the  governor. 

The  Newbern  committee  apprehending  lie  means  to  erect  tha 
king's  standard,  and  to  commence  hostilities,  have  resolved^ 
**'  'lliat  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever^  have  any  correspon- 
dence with  Jiim,  on  j)iiin  of  peing  deemed  enemies  to  tiie  liber- 
ties of  America,  and  dealt  with  accordingly."  Persons,  through- 
out the  united  colonics,  dread  being  advertised  for  cuoiiks  to  the 
liberties  of  America. 

In  treating  of  V^irginia,  we  must  go  back  to  captain  lienrv'? 
advancing  with  his  volunteers  toward  Wiiliamsburgh,  The 
alarm  it  occasioned,  put  lord  Dunmorc  upon  converging  liis  pa- 
lace into  a  garrison,  fortifying  it  in  the  best  manner  lie  couid> 
and  surreundkg  it  with  artillery.  From  thence  he  issued  a  pro- 
clamation, charging  Mr.  Henry  and  his  followers  with  rebelli- 
ous practices,  and  attributing  the  pji'esent  commotions  to  disaf- 
fection in  the  people-,  andaxlesire  of  changing  the  established 
form  of  government;  which  served  only  to  increase  the  discon- 
tent. On  the  other  hand,  th'3  Virginians,  in  their  county  meet- 
ings, applauded  Mr,  .Henry's  conduct ;  and  insisted,  that  they 
wanted  nothing  but  to  preserve  their  ancient  constitution,  and 
only  opposed  innovations.-  The  disturbances  they  charged  to 
the  governor's  late  conduct*  The  discontents  of  the  people  were 
increased  by  some  procured  copies  of  letters  from  his  lordship  to 
the  minister  of  the  American  department,  and  which  were  se- 
verely censured  as  containing  not  only  unfavorable,  but  unfair 
and  unJL'st  representations,  as  well  of  facts,  as  of  the  temper  and 
disposition  of  the  colony. 

In  this  state  of  disorder,  on  the  arrival  of  dispatches  from 
Great-Britain,  the  house  of  burgesses  was  suddenly  and  unex- 
pectedly convened  by  the  governor,  [June  l.J  The  grand  mo- 
tive for  it  was  to  procure  their  approbation  of  lord  North's  con- 
cilitary  plan;  accordingly  in  hiss])ecch  he  used  tiie  utmost  ad- 
dress to  carry  this  point.  ■ 

The. 
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The  first  act  however  of  the  house,  was  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  late  disturbances,  and 
particularly  to  examine  the  state  of  the  magazine,  that  measures 
might  be  taken  for  its  replenishment.  Means  having  been  con- 
trived by  his  lordship's  order  for  securing  the  magazine,  and  no- 
tice having  been  given  of  spring  guns  being  prepared,  some  in- 
considerate young  men  attempted  to  furnish  themselves  with 
arms  out  of  it,  and  one  of  them  was  wounded.  The  mode  of 
defending  the  magazine  by  spring  guns,  and  the  unfortunate  ac- 
cident, irritated  the  minds  of  many,  who  were  joined  by  others. 
A  great  concourse  of  people,  from  different  parts,  assembled,  and 
though  the  house  was  sitting,  broke  open  the  magazine,  and 
took  away  many  of  the  arms.  Some  of  the  members,  hearing 
what  was  going  forw^ard,  repaired  to  the  magazine,  and  though 
not  in  time  to  prevent  its  being  forced  open,  by  remonstrating 
with  aU  the  people  they  met  against  such  proceedings,  prevailed 
with  them  to  return  the  arms.  The  keys  of  the  magazine  were 
afterwards  delivered  to  the  committee  of  the  house,  by  his  lord- 
ship*s  order ;  who,  upon  examination,  found  most  of  the  re- 
maining powder  buried  in  the  magazine  yard,  wdiere  it  suffered 
considerable  damage  by  the  rain  ;  the  muskets  were  deprived  of 
their  locks;  and  the  magazine  was  naked  and  insutlicient  in  all 
respects. 

[June  7.]  An  account  was  brought  into  Wijiiamsburgh,  that 
captain  Collins  of  the  Magdalen,  had  supped  his  cables,  and  was 
come  up  the  river  with  a  number  of  boats,  contaiinng  a  hundred 
men  at  least,  intended  to  be  marched  into  .the  city.  Upon  this 
report  a  number  of  people  assembled  under  arms,  that  they 
might  defend  the  city  and  its  inhabitants,  in  case  any  thing  hostile 
should  be  attempted.  Upon  hearing  v/hat  his  lordship  had  said 
to  the  council,  they  retired  peaceably  and  quietly,  without  any, 
disturbance.  However,  their  readiness  to  assemble  under  arms 
upon  reports,  without  v.^aiting  to  know  whether  they  were  true 
or  false,  made  such  an  impression  upon  the  governor's  mind  tliat 
3ie  with  his  lady  and  family  quitted  the  place,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  July  8,  proceeded  to  York-town,  and  went  on  board  the 
Fowey  man  of  v^ar.  He  had  the  honor  of  being  the  first  gover- 
nor,* who  thinks  it  necessary  to  quit  his  government,  and  take 
refuge  on  board  his  miajesty's  fleet:  though  in  his  letter  of  May 
the  first,  he  held  out  to  ministry  his  hope,  that  with  a  supply  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  he  should  be  able  to  collect  from  among 
Indians,  negroes,  and  other  persons,  a  suihcient  force  to  defend 

•  Governor  Martin  weHt*)t  on  board  the  Cruiftr  floop  till  the  middle  of  July, 

government. 
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governincnt.  lie  left  a  message  for  tlic  house  of  burgesses,  ac- 
quainting them,  tliat  both  himself  and  family  were  in  constant 
danger  through  the  fury  of  the  people  ;  that  he  hoped  they 
would  proeeed  in  tlic  business  before  them  ;  and  that  he  should 
attend  as  usual  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  was  disposed  to 
restore  the  harmony,  which  had  been  so  unhajipily  interrupted. 

[June  9.]  The  message  ])ioduced  a  joint  address  from  the 
council  and  house,  declaring  tliat  they  would  cheerfully  concur 
in  any  measure  he  should  propose  for  the  security  of  himself  and 
family  ;  observing  how  impracticable  it  would  be  to  carry  t)ri 
business  at  such  a  distance,  and  intreating  his  return  with  his 
lady  and  family  to  the  palace,  as  what  would  also  aiiord  great 
public  satisfaction,  and  be  the  likeliest  means  of  quieting  the 
minds  of  the  people. 

[June  10  ]  His  lordship  returned  a  written  answer,  in  which 
lie  justified  his  apprehensions  of  danger,  and  specified  several 
charges  against  the  house  of  burgesses.  It  contained  many  otlicr 
matters  tending  to  irritate  ;  but  concluded  with  mollifying  terms, 
by  no  means  equal,  howeverj  to  the  removal  of  the  acrimony  ex- 
cited by  the  preceding  severe  charges  and  implications.  It  soon 
produced  a  reply,  of  an  uncommon  length,  under  the  form  of 
an  address.  1  he  address  comprehended  the  substance  of  the-re- 
port  of  the  committee,  appointed  by  the  house  of  burgesses  when 
they  first  met ;  and  was  fraught  with  all  the  bitterness  of  recri- 
mination, as  w^ell  as  with  defensive  arguments,  and  an  examina- 
tion of  facts.  And  yet  the  terms  in  which  it  was  expressed,  were 
as  respectful  as  possible,  and  of  a  nature  suited  to  the  representa- 
tive of  their  sovereign,  and  to  their  own  dignity.  When  upon 
his  lordship's  letter  to  the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  they  replied  tohis 
assertion,  "  not  a  few  did  join  (in  what  he  w^as  pleased  to  call  an 
opprobrious  measure  J  to  avoid  paying  their  debts,  in  whiehviany 
of  the  principal  people  here  are  much  involved.''  "  W^  can  only 
answer  for  ourselves  in  the  negative  ;  and  must  consider  so  indis- 
criminate a  charge  as  extremely  injurious."  It  is  well  known, 
that  many  not  only  in  Virginia,  but  in  every  other  colony,  were 
deeply  indebted  to  British  creditors  ;  and  it  many  be  admitted, 
that  several  of  the  number  became  professedly  zealous  patriots 
for  American  liberty,  with  a  view  either  of  escaping  or  of  delay- 
ing the  payment  of  their  just  debts.  However  to  infer  from 
thence  that  the  great  body  of  popular  leaders  in  the  ..present 
dispute,  were  or  are  actuated  by  such  a  motive,  would  be  highly 
culpable.  All  the  supporters  of  a  good  cause  should  be  influen- 
ced by  principles  that  are  unexceptionable;  but  the  state  of  man- 
kind forbids  the  expectation  of  so  desirable  an  event. 

I'he 
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The  report  of  the  committee  asserted,  that  a  g-eneral  tran- 
■quihty  prevailed  previous  to  the  affair  of  the  powder,  and  the; 
governor's  declaration  about  freeing  the  slaves  ;  that  the  people 
iiad  no  design  or  wish  after  an  independency  of  Great-Britain  ; 
that  they  had  a  most  eager  desire  for  such  a  connection  as  exist- 
ed before'the  iate  acts  of  parHament ;  and  that  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances would  immediately  establish  tranquility,  and  be  productive 
of  a  reconciliation  with  the  parent  state. 

[July  14.]  The  house  of  burgesses  presented  their  ad-d-ress  iw 
answer  to  the  governor's  speech  ;  in  which  they  said  of  lord- 
North's  conciliatory  motion,  *' We  examined  it  minutely  ;  we' 
Tiewed  it  in  every  point  of  light  in  v/hich  we  were  able  to  place 
ky  and,  with  pain  and  disappointment,  we  must  ultimately  de- 
clare, it  only  changes  the  form  of  oppression,  without  lightening- 
its  burden."  They  close  with  these  expressive  words—"  We 
have  decently  remonstrated  with  parliament  j  they  have  added^ 
new  injuries  to  the  oldo  We  have  wearied  our  king  v/ith  sup-' 
plications  ;  he  has  not  deigned  to  answer  us.  We  have  appeal- 
ed to  the  native  honor  and  justice  of  the  British  nation  :  their 
efforts  in  our  favor  have  beer^  hitherto  inefFcctua!.  What  then' 
remains  to  be  done?  Thatv/e  commit  our  injuries  to  the  even-* 
handed  justice  of  that  Being  who  doth  no  wrong  ;  earnestly  be- 
seeching him  to  illuminate  the  councils,  and  prosper  the  endea-- 
vors  of  those  to  whom  America  hath  contided  her  hopes,  that, 
through  their  wise  direction,  we  may  again  see  re-united,  the* 
blessings  of  liberty  and  property,  an-d  the  most  permanent  har- 
mony with  Great-Britain."  The  body  of  the  address  contains* 
this  remark,  "  Lord  Chatham's  bill  on  the  one  hand,  and  the* 
terms  of  the  congress  on  the  other,  would  have  formed  a  basis- 
for  ncgociation,  which  a  spirit  of  accommodation,  on  both  sides5> 
might  herhaps  have  reconciled,"^ 

Every  day  afforded  new  ground  for  bickering,  and  every  in- 
cident fresh  room  for  altercation  between  the  governor  and  the 
house  of  burgesses.  At  length  the  necessary  bills  having  passed* 
the  house,  and  the  advanced  season  requiring  the  attendance  of 
the  members  in  their  several  counties,  thecoun-cil  and  burgesses 
jointly  intrcated  the  governor's  presence  to  give  his  assent  to 
them  and  iinish  the  session.  After  messages  to  and  fro,  his  lord- 
ship declined  meeting  them  at  the  capital,  tliough  they  pledged 
their  honor  and  every  thing  sacred  for  his  security  ;  but  he  in- 
tormcd  them,  that  he  would  be  ready  to  receive  them  at  his  pre- 
sent residence.  This  answer  put  an  end  to  all  public  correspon- 
dence between  the  governor  and  the  colony.  The  burgesses 
passed  resolutions,  declaring,  that  the  message  requiring  them  to-- 
attend  him  o:i  board  a  ship  of  war,  was  a  high  breach  of  their 

rights 
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rights  and  privileges  ;  that  they  had  reason  to  fear  a  dangerous- 
attack  miglit  be  meditated  against  tlie  unhappy  i>eup!c  of  tJie 
toiuny  ;  anil  that  it  was  theretore  their  u})iiiiun,  that  tliey  should 
prepare  for  the  preservation  of  their  pu;peity,  and  their  inesti-- 
iiiablc  rights  and  privileges.  'J  Iu:y  then  made  slr(jng  profes- 
sions of  loyalty  to  the  king,  and  amity  to  the  moihci  c  ountry, 
ynd  adjourned  themselves  to  October. 

[July  18. J  A  convention  of  delegates  was  appointed  to  sup-, 
ply  the  place  of  the  house  of  burgesses,  who,  having  an  unli- 
mited confidence  reposed  in  them  by  the  people,  became  ac- 
cordingly possessed  of  an  unlimited  power  in  all  public  aifairs. 
They  also  formed  themselves  into  a  committee  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  colony  ;  and  the  next  day  resolved 
[July  19.]  that  a  sulFicient  armed  force  be  immediately  raised 
and  embodied  for  its  defence  and  protection,. 

Nothing  more  need  be  said  of  Llie  Delaware  counties,  than 
that  they  remain  fninto  the  cause  they  have  espoused, 

[July  26.}  The  Maryland  convention  met  at  Amiapolis,  and 
unanimt>usly  resolved  upon  an  association,  to  be  signed  by  the 
members,  and  by  all  other  the  freemen  of  the  province.  They 
said,  "  \V^c  do  unite  as  one  band,  and  solemnly  pledge  our- 
selves to  each  other,  and  to  America,  tliat  we  will,,  to  the  ut- 
most of  our  power,  support  the  present  opposition  caxrying  on^ 
as  well  by  arms  as  by  the  continental  association,-  restraining 
our  commerce.'*  They  also  resolved,  "That  there  be  forty 
companies  of  minute-men  enrolled  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  and  that 
every  able  bodied  effective  freeman  witliin  the  provmce,  be- 
tween sixteen  and  iifty  (clergymen  of  .all  denominations,  prac- 
tising physicians,  the  household  of  tjie  governor,  minute  and 
artillery  men,  and  persons  who  from  their  religious  principles 
cannot  bear  arms  in  any  case,  excepted)  as  soon  as  may  be,  and 
at  furthest  before  tlie  lifteenth  of  September,  shall  enroll  him- 
self in  some  company  of  militia. '*  I'hey  established  a  coun- 
cil of  safety,  consisting  of  sixteen  persons,  who  are  to  regulate 
the  operations  of  the  minute-men  and  militia,  and  are  also,  du- 
ring the  recess,  to  do  all  other  matters  tor  securing  the  pro- 
vince, and  for  providing  for  its  detence. 

They  ordered  committees  of  observation  and  of  correspond- 
ence to  be  chosen  ;  and  bills  of  credit,  to  the  amount  of  1266,666 
dollars,  to  be  struck  with  ail  convenient  speed,  lor  the  service 
of  the  province. 

The  Pennsylvania  assembly  have  established  a  military  associ- 
ation through  the  colony,  and  ordered  several  battalions  to  be 
xaised,  clothed  and  armed.  The  whole  colony  is  preparing 
for  a  vigorous  defence.     The  change  in   the  assembly  from  i^ 

most 
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most  pacific  to  a  martial  complexion,  •  is  owing  to  the  times. 
The  number  of  Quakers  returned  to  serve  in  it,  was  not  so 
large  as  formerly  ;  and  some  of  them,  being  upon  principle  op- 
posed to  present  measures,  have  resigned  their  seats,  (which 
they  have  the  privilege  of  doing)  and  left  them  to  be  filled  by 
persons  of  a  different  judgment. 

The  Philadelphians,  with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  the  city,  are 
also  engaged  in  making  huge  machines  to  sink  in  the  narrow 
part  of  the  Delaware,  and  in  completing  a  number  of  large  gal- 
liots, carrying  at  their  bows  guns  from  32  to  48  pounders,  sv;i- 
vcls,  &c.  The  machines  are  formed  of  large  heavy  square 
pieces  of  timber.  Two  long  ones,  at  a  proper  parallel  distance 
from  each  other,  form  the  horizontal  base,  that  is  to  rest  on  the 
bed  of  the  river.  Right  over  these  are  placed  two  others  of  si- 
milar size,  rising  from  toward  the  ends  of  the  horizontal  base,  in 
such  an  angular  direction,  as  with  their  elevated  ends,  fortified 
with  strong  iron  points,  to  pierce  any  vessel  which  may  sail 
against  them.  The  degree  of  elevation  is  such  as  to  give  the 
greatest  resistance  with  the  least  danger  to  the  timbers.  The 
four  main  pieces  are  joined  to  each  other  by  many  shorter  ones. 
The  whole  machine  is  so  contrived,  that,  with  its  own  weight, 
and  what  may  be  added  to  it  when  sunk,  it  can  neither  be  bro- 
ken, nor  forced  backward,  nor  turned  over.^  They  have  given 
the  name  of  chevaux-de-frise  to  these  machines. 

There  is  nothing  in  New-Jersey  which  requires  particular 
notice. 

The  New-Yorkers  were  freed  from  the  apprehensions  they 
were  under,  through  the  expectation  of  troops  ^  from  Europe, 
soon  after  their  arrival.  The  second  embarkation  from  Cork, 
consisting  of  four  regiments,  got  safe  to  Sandy-Hook,  where 
they  received  orders  from  general  Gage  to  sail  for  Boston.  They 
were  wanted  to  strengthen  the  army,  after  the  loss  it  had  sus- 
tained by  Breed's  Hill  battle.  The  few  troops  that  were  station- 
ed at  the  barracks,  about  lifty,  went  on  board  the  Asia  man  of 
war  som.e  time  before,  on  the  sixth  of  June,  so  that  the  city  of 
New-York  was  wholly  without  regulars. 

[June  24.]  Governor  Tryon  arrived  at  New- York  from  Lon- 
don. He  is  in  muth  esteem  with  a  large  number  of  the  citizens 
and  others  ;  and  if  anyone  can  succeed  in  draw^ing  off  that  co- 
lony from  the  union,  he  will  probably  be  the  person.  It  is  not 
to  be  thought  that  he  is  limited  by  ministry  either  as  to  expences 
or  promises;  but  may  suit  himself  to  persons  and  emergencies. 
There  is  apparently  good  policy  in  employing  him  to  effect  the 
recovery  of  New- York,  on  the  side  of  administration.  He 
was  in  hope  of  finding  the  province  disunited  from  the  others. 
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[July  3-]  'i'lic  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commonalty  of  the 
city,  presented  him  with  a  congratulatory  address;  com})Iiment- 
ed  Jum  upon  the  rectitude  ot  his  former  administration,  and 
expressed  their  trust  in  the  aid  of  his  intercession  with  his  ma- 
jesty, for  a  speedy  termination  of  the  hostile  anniiosities  of  his 
contending  suhjecls. 

'llie  governor  in  his  answer  confessed  his  disappointment  at 
t'nc  change  of  circumstances  In  the  province.  '1  o  palliate  the 
treatment  which  the  memorial  and  representation  of  the  Xew^ 
York  general  assembly  niet  with,  and  to  conciliate  the  minds 
of  as  many  as  could  confide  in  his  expressions,  he  closed  witli 
saying,  *'  1  am  acquainted  with  a  dispatch  from  tlie  earl  of 
Dartmouth,  that  the  memorial  and  representation  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly  of  this  province,  were  unfortunately  blended  with 
cxpressioiis  containing  claims  which  made  it  impossible  for  par- 
liament, consistent  with  its  justice  and  dignity  to  receive  them; 
yet  the  petition  to  the  king  has  been  presented  to  his  majesty, 
who  was  pleased  to  receive  it  v/ith  the  most  gracious  expressions 
of  regard  and  attention  to  the  humble  requests  of  his  faithful 
subjects  in  New- York;  and  I  am  authorized  to  say,  that  no- 
thing can  give  greater  satisfaction  to  the  royal  breast,  than  to 
See  us  again  a  happy  and  united  people." 

The  same  day  the -address  was  presented,  all  the  king^s  stores 
of  various  kinds,  were  taken  from  I'urtle  Bay,  and  carried  clear 
ofF  by  the  friends  of  congress. 

Connecticut  and  Rhode -Island,  having  had  no  occasion  to 
change  their  forms  of  government,  proceed  in  their  usual 
modes  of  business,  to  fulfil  the  engagements  that  the.y  are  un- 
der to  the  united  colonies  in  general,  and  the  Massachusetts  in 
particular,  and  flag  not  in  their  ardor  to  support  the  cau?c  of 
America. 

[June  28,]  Let  us  return  to  the  Massachusetts.  Political  ne- 
cessity obliged  the  provincial  congress  to  resolve,  *'  That  the 
notes  and  bills  oi  the  colony  of  Rhode-Island,  of  this  and  all 
the  other  colonies  (except  Nova-Scotia  and  Canada)  shall  be 
taken  and  received,  and  accounted  a  good  and  sufficient  ten- 
der for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  damages  arising  upon  the 
non-performance  of  any  promises;  and  the  committees  of  cor- 
respondence, inspection,  and  safety,  in  the  respective  towns, 
are  to  return  the  names  of  all  persons  who  shall  contravene 
this  resolve." 

[July  9.]  To  procure  a  supply  of  articles  for  the  troops  of 
the  colony,  a  resolve  passed  tor  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
towns  to  furnish  shirts,  breeches,  stockings  and  shoes,  tor  the 

soldiers. — -In  u  few  days   after  a  recommeudatipn  passed. 

Vol.  I,  C  3  ii^t 
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not  to  kill  any  sheep  or  lambs,  excepting  in  cases  of  absolute 
necesssity. 

In  consequence  of  the  letters  sent  to  the  several  towns  and 
districts  within  the  colony,  for  the  clioice  of  representatives,  in. 
order  to  take  up  a  form  of  government,  more  than  two  hun- 
dred members  met  at  Watertown  [July  19.]  and  constituted 
the  house  of  assembly.  The  general  fast  interposing,  the  coun- 
sellors were  nof  chosen  till  Friday  morning  the  twenty-first. 

[Aug.  8.]  'i-hc  house  agreed  to' raise  of. 30,000  sterling.  The 
raising  of  money  will  probably  produce  much  dissatisfaction. 
Great  numbers,  who  are  warm  for  the  liberties  of  America,  and 
violently  opposed  to  being  taxed  by  Great- Britain,  are  so  incon- 
siderate as  to  imagine,  they  are  to  be  exempted  from  almost 
«^.very  tax  upon  their  succeeding  in  the  present  contest.  They- 
^-re  for  enjoying  all  the  advantage  of  civilized  society,  without 
paying  their  proportion  toward  the  cxpence  of  supporting  it. 
""  [Aug.  9>]  Captain  Linzee,  of  the  Falcon  sloop  of  warchaced 
two  schooners  from  the  WestTndies,  one  of  which  he  sooa- 
■brought  to  ;  the  other,  having  the  advantage  of  a  fair  wind, 
put  into  Gloucester  harbour,  at  Cape-Ann,  and  the  captaia 
pursued  into  the  harbour,  bringing  the  one  witli  him,  lie  an- 
chored, and  sent  two  barges  with  lif teen  men  each,  armed  witk 
swivels  and  muskets,  attended  with  a  whale  boat,  iii  which  was 
the  lieutenant  and  six  privates,  meaning  to  seize  the  loaded 
schooner.  The  miUtia  and  inhabitants  took  the  alarm,  collect.. 
ed,  fired  from. the  shore,  and  killed  three  m.en,  beside  wound- 
ing the  lieutenant.  On  this  the  captain  sent.the  other  schoonen 
and  a  small  cutter  well  armed,  with  orders  to  fire  on  the  damn'd 
rebels  wherever  they  could  see  them,  while  he  engaged  in  can-^ 
Honading  the  town.  '  Not  a  baU  struck  or  wounded  a  single  per-- 
son,  though  they  passed  through  the  houses  filled  with  women 
and  children,  in  almost  every  direction.  The  party  at  the  wa-> 
ter  side  soon  made  themselves  masters  of  both  the  schooners, 
the  cutter,  the  two  barges,  the  boat,  and  every  man  in  them. 
The  action  lasted  several  hours.  The  provincials  lost  but  one 
man,  and  had  two  others  wounded  ;  one  of  whom  is  since  dead. 
They  captured  thirty-five  men  belonging  to  the  Falcon,  several 
of  whom  are  wounded,  and  one  of  them  since  dead.  Captain 
Linzee  after  this  warped  off,  having  lost  half  his  men.  ^ 

[Auc^-  12.]  The  scarcity  of  ammunition  is  so  alarming,  that 
the  house  agreed  upon  recommending  it  to  the  inhabitants,  not 
to  fire  a  gun  at  beast,  bird,  or  mark,  without  real  necessity,  to 
prevent  a  waste  of  powder. 

About  five  weeks  since  general  Gage  sent  two  officers  to  New^ 
ILoikj  to  prgcureall  the  men  they  gould,  out  of  ships  expectedl 

from- 
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from  .Scotland  or  elsewhere,  to  join  liliii  as  v«)iuntccrs  ;  and 
with  (jrders  to  return  to  Uostoii  with  all  expedition.  This  h'j- 
speaks  a  want  ot"  men.  The  want  ot"  IVlsIi  provision  will  \yt:^ 
supplied  tor  a  short  space,  by  the  return  of  a  ikct  of  tran^ports 
this  day  [Aug.  15.]  trom  the  Sound,  bringing  with  them  about 
2000  sheep  and  110  oxen,  beside  eggs,  butter,  ^c.  which  they 
have  taken  off  from  Gardner's  and  other  islands. 

Governor  Wentworth  still  continues  in  New-Hampshire  ;  i)ut 
the  influenec  oi'  tlie  popular  leaders  is  increasing,  while  his  di- 
minishes daily.  He  can  no  longer  confide,  as  formerly,  in  the 
attachment  of  the  people  for  safety ;  and  has  for  these  tv/o 
months  taken  up  his  residence  at  Fort  William  and  Mary. 

'I'he  bulk  of  the  colonists  have  certainly  been  much  encou- 
raged in  their  struggles  against  the  claims  of  parliament  and  ad- 
ministration, from  the  multiplied  assurances  they  have  received 
that  th.e  body  of  the  people  in  England  wish  them  success  ;  and 
from  their  knowing  that  many  of  the  most  virtuous  and  inde- 
pendent of  the  nobility  and  gentry  are  for  them  ;  and  amoijg 
this  order,  in  their  estimation,  tlie  best  bishop  that  adorns  the 
bench, ''^-  as  great  a  judge  as  the  nation  can  boast, |  and  th'? 
greatest  statesman  it  ever  saw.t. 


f.    E    T    T     E    R        XV. 

Roxbuiy,  December  30,   n75.' 

THE  accession  of  G^or^'M  to  the.  colonies,  will  occasion  their 
being  caUed  henceforward  THE  THIRTEEN  UNITED 
COLONIES.  To  aid  in  tlie  defence  of  that  colony,  congress 
resolved  early  in  November,  to  keep  up  a  battaUon  there  at  the 
continental  expence.  Toward  the  close  of  the  year,  Br.  Zubly, 
perceiving  that  there  was  an  apparent  propensity  to  indepen- 
dency in  several  of  the  delegates,  withdrew  and  returned  to 
Georgia.  His  opposition  to  it  being  well  known,  and  his  influ- 
ence upon  the  Georgia  inhabitants  being  feared,  it  was  contriv2d 
that  one  of  his  brother  delegates,  Mr.  John  Houston,,  should 
likewise  return,  with  a  design  of  counteracting  him,  in  case  he 
soould  set  himself  to  oppose  independency. 

*   The  bi&op  of  St.  Afaph.         \  LorO  Cflmden.  %  Lord  Chath2m, 

llie 
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The  first  hostilities  which  happened  in  this  colony  between 
the  opposite  parties,  commenced  about  the  middle  of  November, 
when  a  number  of  royalists  attacked  the  American  whigs,  and 
by  their  superiority  obliged  the  latter,  after  tlu'ee  days,  to  sur- 
render the  fort,  in  which  tliey  expected  to  make  an  effectual 
resistance.. 

The  governor  of  South-Carolina,  lord  William  Campbell,  af- 
ter the  provincial  congress  had  raised  troops,  gave  commissions 
to  the  officers  of  the  volunteer  companies  of  miUtia,  that  were 
formed  and  trained  on  the  recommendation  of  the  popular  lead- 
ers. His  lordship  also  convened  an  assembly,  of  which  several 
ofhcers  in  the  provincial  regiments  were  members ;  but  finding 
tliem  and  their  colleagues  inflexibly  set  against  his  schemes,  he 
dissolved  them  [Sept,  15.]  and  never  afterward  issued  writs  for 
a  new  election.  He  was  indefatigable  in  secretly  promoting 
opposition  to  the  popular  measures,  and  kept  up  a  constant  cor- 
respondence v/ith  the  back  country  royaHsts.  These  people 
were  told,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  resist  the  power  of 
Britain  ;  that  the  whole  dispute  was  about  a  trifling  tax  on  tea ;; 
and  that  the  expenccs  of  the  new  raised  provincial  regiments^ 
would  be  infinitely  more  than  the  insignificant  taxes  imposed  bv 
the  British  parliament.  They  were  therefore  much  disaffected 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  provincial  congress.  It  being  sus- 
pected in  Charleston  that  their  disaffection  was  greatly  owing  to 
the  governor,  in  order  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  connection 
between  them,  captain  Adam  M'Donald,  of  a  new  raised  pro- 
vincial regiment,  introduced  himself  to  his  lordship  about  the- 
middle  of  September,  under  the  feigned  name  of  Dick  V/illiams, 
a  supposed  confidential  messenger  from  these  royalists.  In  this- 
assumed  character  he  had  a  long  conversation  v^ith  his  lordship,, 
and  was  informed,  that  a  letter  received  the  day  before,  set 
forth,  *'That  his  majesty  was  determined  speedily  to  send  out 
troops  to  execute  his  schemes  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to 
^  the  other."  The  conversation  being  reported  to  the  general 
committee,  they  sent  a  deputation,  of  which  captain  M'Donald 
was  one,  to  demand  a  communication  of  his  lordship's  late  dis- 
patches from  England,  and  a  perusal  of  his  correspondence  with 
the  back  country.  These  requisitions  being  refused,  it  was 
moved  to  take  the  governor  into  custody,  but  the  motion  was  re- 
jected by  a  great  majority.  His  iordsnip,  mortified  at  the  de- 
ception v/hich  had  been  passed  upon  him,  and  distrustful  of  his- 
personal  safety  in  Charleston,  took  the  provincial  seal  with  him,, 
^.nd  retired  on  board  tlie  Tawiar  sloop  of  war. 

[Nov, 
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[Nov.  1.]  Vv'hcn  tlic  new  provincial  congress  met,  it  war 
thoug.'iL  by  the  royalisls,  that  tlic  delcrniinations  of  toe  former 
would  have  been  reversed  ;  but  they  were  disappt^inted. 

In  order  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  king'*  sliips  to  Charles- 
ton through  U»>g-island  channel,  a  number  of  hulks  were  or- 
dered to  be  sunk,  and  captain  'I'ufts  had  the  charge  of  covering 
the  workmen,  on  board  a  schooner,  armed  for  the  security  oif 
the  town,  and  called  the  Defence.  [Nov.  12.]  The  Tamar  and 
Cherokee  warped  in  the  night,  within  gun-shot  of  him,,  and  be- 
gan a  hea.vy  can.nonade  ;  but  at  sun-rise  dropped  down  to  their 
moorings,  without  having  done  any  material  injury,  'rhis  was 
the  commencement  t)t  open  hostilities  in  South-Carolina. 

[Nov.  13.]  'llie  provincial  congress  impressed  the  ship  Pros- 
per, and  ordered  her  to  be  litted  as  a  frigate  of  w^ar.  They  voted 
to  raise  a  regiment  of  artillery,  [Nov.  14.]  to  consist  of  three 
companies  of  a  hundred  men  each  ;  and  Aat  bills  of  credit,  a- 
mounting  to  <£.  17,000  sterling  should  be  struck  for  their  suppoi-t 
About  the  same  time  a  new  council  of  safety  vras  appointed,  and 
authorised  "  to  do  all  such  matters  and  things  relative  to  the 
strengthening  and  defending  the  colony,  as  should  by  them  be 
judged  expedient  and  necessary." 

That  you  may  comprehend  the  nature  of  the  opposition  to  po- 
pular measures  in  this  colony,  you  must  be  informed  of  various 
events  relative  to  the  back  country.  About  1770,  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  bringing  crhninals  from  remote  settlements  to  a  legal 
condemnation,  induced  numbers,  stiled  regulators,  to  take  the 
law  into  their  own  hands.  They  Inflicted  corporal  punishment 
on  persons  witiiout  a  regular  condemnation.  Lord  Charles  Grc- 
ville  Montague,  the  governor,  to  correct  these  abuses,  advanced 
one  Scovil,  a  man  of  low  character,,  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  and 
employed  him  to  enforce  settled  law  among  these  regulators. 
He  adopted  severe  measures,  which  involved  multitudes  in  great 
distress,  who  having  suiFered  so  for  opposing  regular  govern- 
ment, could  not  be  persuaded  to  co-operate  with  their  country- 
men in  the  support  of  congresses  andcommittecs,  whom  they  con- 
ceived to  be  similar  to  their  oww  regulating  assemblies. 

A  number  of  Dutch  inhabitants  had  settled  in  the  same  part 
of  the  country,  on  lands  granted  by  the  government.  They 
brought  from  F.urope  the  monarchical  Ideas  of  the  holding  their 
possessions  at  the  king's  pleasure.  They  were  therei'ore  easily- 
made  to  believe,  that  the  loss  of  their  freeholds  would  be  the 
consequence  of  their  acceding  to  American  measmes.  After  the 
peace  of  Paris,  lands  were  offered  upon  easy  terms,  to  induce 
foreign  Protestants  to  exchange  their  native  countrv  for  a  set- 
'^'"^'  I'he  Irish,  w]:0  accepted  these  of- 
fers. 
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fers,  owed  all  their  indulgences  to  the. bounty  of  the  king,  and 
so  took  part  with  his  friends.  Their  countrymen,  who  had  emi- 
grated from  the  northern  provinces,  commonly  entered  with 
zeal  into  the  ne\v«measures. 

The  violence  of  some  over-zealous  fiiends,  who  insisted  upon 
their  neighbors  signing  the  association,  produced  in  several  a 
determined  spirit  of  opposition. 

At  an  election  for  representatives  in  the  first  popular  assemb- 
lies, Moses  Kirkiand  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate.  In  wrath  he 
exclaimed,  "  If  this  dispute  becomes  serious,  the  people  of 
South-Carolina  shall  feci  the  weight  of  my  influence."  The 
provincial  congress,  to  gain  him,  gave  him  the  rank  of  captain 
in  one  of  the  provincial  regiments;,  but  he  was  disgusted  that  his 
rival  was  promoted  to  the  higher  rank  of  major..  He  accepted 
his  commission,  and  inlisted  men-  but  soon  resigned,  and  to  the 
utmost  encouraged  opposition  to  the  measures  ot  congress. 

The  people  in  general  felt  themselves  secure  in  their  persons 
and  property.     It  was  therefore  easy  to  offer  arguments  against 
renouncing  present  comforts,  to  ward  off  future  (^ils.     It  v/as 
insinuated  to  them,  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  sea-cost,  in  order 
to  obtain  their  tea  free  from  tax,  were  adopting  measures  which, 
would  involve  tlie  back  country  in  the  want  of  salt,  osnaburgs, 
and  imported  necessaries-     The  popular  leaders  could  not  urge- 
the  inhabitants  to  the  dangers  and  expences  of  war,   otherwise- 
than  on  speculation,  to  prevent  the  more  alarming  consequences: 
which  would  probably  take  place  in  future,  if  the  proceedings, 
of  the  British  parliament,  against  Boston  and  the  Massachusetts^ 
were  suffered  to  pass  into  precedent 

Though  there  were  many  royalists  in  most  parts  of  the  colony, 
the  principal  settlement,  in  which  they  out- numbered  the  friends  • 
of  congress,  was  in  the  country  between  the  Broad  and  Saluda 
rivers.  When  it  was  determined  to  raise  troops,  the  inhabitants 
of  that  part  could  not  be  persuaded  that  the  measure  was  neces- 
sary. They  were  happy,  and  free  from  present  oppression,  and 
averse  to  believing  that  any  designs,  inimical  to  American  liber- 
ty, had  been  adopted  by  the  British  government.  The  council  of 
safety  sent  the  honorable  William  Henry  Drayton,  and  the  reve- 
rend William  Tennent,  to  explain  to  them  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
pute. They  had  several  meetings,  and  much  eloquence  was  ex- 
erted to  induce  them  to  sign  the  association.  Some  subscribed ; 
but  the  greater  part  could  not  be  persuaded  that  there  was  any 
necessity  for  congresses,  committees,  or  military  establishments. 
Suspicions  prevailed.  The  friends  of  the  royal  government  doubt- 
ed the  authenticity  of  all  pamphlets  and  news-papers,  which  as- 
cribed to  the  British  troops  in  Boston,  or  to  the  British  govern- 
ment, 
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ment,  any  designs  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  colonists.  Tl^y 
viewed  the  whole  as  an  imposition)))'  artful  men.     'J'iie  friendi 
<jf  congress  suspected  the  leading  men  of  ihe  loyalists  to  l^ein  the: 
pay  of  lord  William  Campbell.     Reports  were  circulated  by  one 
party,  that  a  plan  was  laid  to  seize  the  commissioners  sent  by  the 
council  of  safety  :    by  the  other,  that  the   third  )>rovincial  regi- 
ment was  brougiit  up  to  conipcl  the  inhabitants  to  sign  the  asso- 
ciation.  Motives  and  designs  were  reci]>rocally  aUribuled  to  each 
other  of  tlie  most  mischievous  tendency.  The  royalists  iml)odieci 
for  reasons  similar  to  those  which  had  induced  the  other  inliabi- 
tants  to  arm  themselves  against  Britain.     'J "hey  suspected  their 
adversaries  of  an  intention  to  dragoon  them  into  a  compliance 
with   the  measures  of  congress  ;    and  they  in  (heir  turn,  were 
suspected  of  a  design  to  commence  hostilities  against  the  associ- 
ators,   for  disturbing  the  established  royal  government.     Camps 
were  formed  in  opposition  to  each  other,  and  great  ]>ains  taken 
to  increase  their  respective  numbers.     Moderate  men  employed 
their  good  oifices  ;  and  after  some  davs^  the  leaders  on  both  sidc^ 
met  in  conference.    Several  explications  having  taken  place,  a. 
treaty  was  reciprocally  agreed  to,  [Sept.    16.]    by  which  it  was 
stipulated,  that  the  royalistsshould  remain  in  a  state  of  neutrality. 
Both  parties  retired  to  their  homcs^  and  a  temporary  culm  suc- 
ceeded. 

But  Mr.  Robert  Cunningham,  a  principal   leader  among  the 
royalists,  continued  to  encourage  o])position  topopular  measures, 
and  declared  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  as  bound  by  the 
rreatv".  lliis  declaration  was  construed  as  an  evidence  of  a  fixed 
intention  again  to  disturb  the  peace.     To  prevent  his  attempt- 
ing it,    he  was  apprehended,  brought  to  Ciiarleston,   and  com- 
muted to  jail.     His  brother  Mr..  Patrick  Cunningham,  instantlr 
armed  a  party  of  friends  and  pursued,  in  expectation  of  rescuing; 
him.     The    party  collected  on.  this  occasion   seized  a  thousand 
pounds  of  power,   and   a  quantity  of  lead,  which  was  passing- 
ihrough  their  settlement,  as  a  present  to  the  Cherokee  Indians  ; 
and  was  intended  to  conlirm  them  in  their  pacific  disposition. 
Some  persons  among  the   royalists  propagated   a  report,  that  it 
was  accoihpanied  with  instructions   to  them,  to   kill  every  man 
wlio  should  refuse  to  sign  the  association.  This  answered  the  pur- 
pose of  inflaming  the  minds  of  several.     It  was  also  confidently 
asserted  that  private  marks  had  been  agreed  on  by  the  popular 
leaders  and  Indian  chiefs,  to  distinguish  the  associators  from  the 
non-associators  ;  the  former  of  whom  were  to  be  spared,  and  the 
latter  sacrificed.     Great  pains  were  moreover  taken,  to  exaspc^ 
rat<:  the  inhabitants  against  the  council  of  s-.ifety,  for  furnishin 

'ill" 
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the  Indians  with  powder,  at  a  time  when  ilie  white  people  could 
not  be  supplied  with  that  article. 

Lord  William  Campbell  had  uniformly  recommended  to  the 
royalists  to  remain  quiet  till  the  arrival  of  a  British  force.  This 
advice  had  been  providentially  frustrated.  Similar  reasons  of 
policy  to  those  which  induced  the  royal  governor  to  recommend 
inaction  to  the  royalists,  operated  with  the  council  of  safety  to 
crush  their'intestine  foes  before  tliat  force  should  arrive.  The 
rising  occasioned  by  the  seizing  of  Mr.  Cunningham,  was  con- 
strued into  a  violation  of  the  treaty,  and  gave  ground  to  doubt 
the  sincerity  of  their  engagements  to  continue  in  a  state  of  neu- 
trality. It  was  feared,  that  as  soon  as  a  proper  opportunity  of- 
fered, they  would  throw  their  weight  into  the  royal  scale.  It 
was  therefore  judged  necessary,  to  march  an  army  into  their  set- 
tlements before  that  event  should  exist.  But  to  remove  preju- 
dices, the  provincial  congress,  first  of  all  .circulated  through 
their  settlements,  [Nov.  19.]  a  declaration  assigning  the  reasons 
for  the  present  to  the  Cherokees,  and  detesting  the  invidious 
misrepresentations  that  had  been  put  upon  the  measure.  Thev 
solemnly  declared  before  Almighty  God,  that  they  did  not  be- 
lieve any  order  was  ever  issued,  or  any  idea  ever  entertained  by 
the  late  council  of  safety,  or  any  member  of  it,  or  by  any  per- 
son under  authority  of  congress,  to  cause  the  Indians  to  com- 
mence hostilities  upon  the  frontiers  or  any  part  thereof.  They 
then  sent  forw^ard  a  large  body  of  militia  and  new  raised  regulars 
who  were  joined  by  seven  hundred  militia  from  North-Carolina, 
and  two  hundred  and  tv^^enty  regulars.  They  soon  had  an  army 
of  seven  thousand  men  under  their  direction,  with  instructions 
^*  to  apprehend  the  leaders  of  the  party  which  had  seized  the  pow- 
der, and  to  do  all  other  things  necessary  to  suppress  the  present 
and  prevent  future  insurrections.''  Assurances  v/ere  publicly 
given,  that  no  injury  should  be  done  to  inoffensive  persons,  re- 
maining quietly  on  their  plantations.  The  leaders  of  the  royal- 
ists found  great  dilhculty  in  persuading  their  followers  to  imbo- 
dy  ;  and  they  themselves  were  destituie  of  political  knowledge 
and  military  experience,  llie  unanimity  of  the  whi^^and  the 
numbers,  which  fromi  all  sides  invaded  the  settlements^  the  roy- 
alists, disheartened  them  from  facing  their  adversaries  in  the  fields 
The  whigs  acted  by  system,  and  in  concert  v/ith  their  brethren 
of  neighbouring  colonies,  and  were  directed  by  a  council  of  safe- 
ty, composed  of  the  greatest  and  wisest  men  in  the  province. 
They  easily  carried  every  point,  seized  the  leaders  of  the  roy- 
alists, and  dispersed  their  followers,  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
man  ;  most  of  the  royalists  returned  to  their  plantations,  while 
several  retired  oyer  the  mountains. 
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In  North-Carolina,  the  committees  of  the  distrk-t  of  Wil- 
mington allcdgcd  a  number  of  cliaigcs  against  governor  Martin, 
I)articuhu-ly  those  of  fomenting  a  civil  war,  and  of  exciting  au 
insurrection  among  the  negroes ;  upon  wiiich  they  declared 
him  an  enemy  to  America  in  general,  and  to  that  ])r()vince  ia 
particular,  and  forbad  all  persons  holding  any  communicatioa 
with  him. 

[Aug.  8.]  When  their  proceedings  appeared  in  print,  the 
governor  published  his  remarks  upon  them,  in  a  proclamatioix 
of  uncommon  length  ;  which  the  provincial  congress,  in  their 
subsequent  meeting  at  Hillsborough,  [Aug.  25.] resolved  unani- 
mously, to  be  a  false,  scandalous,  scurrilous.,  malicious  and  sedi- 
tious libel,  and  ordered  it  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mon hangman.  Eour  days  before,  a  |)!an  of  confederation  was 
laid  before  them.  Upon  mature  deliberation  they  resolved,  that 
*'  They  are  of  opinion,  that  the  plan  of  general  confederation 
between  the  united  colonies  is  not  at  present  eligible  ;  and  that 
the  present  association  ought  to  be  further  relied  on  for  bring- 
ing about  a  reconciliation  Vvithtl/e  parent  state,  and  a  further  con- 
federacy ought  only  to  be  adopted  in  case  of  the  last  extremity.'* 
Afterward  [Sept.  8.]  Mr.  Hooper  submitted  to  them  an  address 
to  the  iahabitants  of  the  Kritish  empire,  which  was  unanimously- 
received.  In  answer  to  the  suggestion,  that  independence  was 
their  object,  they  say,  ^'  We  again  declare,  that  we  invoke  that 
Almighty  Being  w4io  searches  the  recesses  of  the  human  heart, 
and  know^s  om*  most  secret  intentions,  that  it  is  our  most  earnest 
wish  and  prayer  to  be  restored,  wath  the  other  united  colonies, 
to  the  state  in  w4:iich  w^e  and  they  were  placed  before  the  year 
1763,  disposed  to  glance  over  any  regulations  which  Britain  had 
made  previous  to  this,  and  which  seems  to  be  injurious  iuid  op- 
pressive to  these  colonies,  hoping  that,  at  some  future  day,  she 
will  benignly  interpose^  and  remove  from  us  every  cause  of 
complaint." 

They  broke  up  two  days  after,  having  -sat  three  weeks.  Dur- 
ing the  session,  they  agreed  upon  raising  a  1000  men  ;  upoa 
striking  a  quantity  of  paper  money,  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
troops  ;  upon  inlisting  a  considerable  body  of  minute-men  ;  in 
a  word,  upon  putting  the  colony  immediately  into  a  state  of  de- 
fence. 

Within  a  fortnight  after  the  session  closed,  the  grand  reposi- 
tory of  the  governor's  magazine  was  discovered.  In  the  palace 
garden,  under  a  bed  of  cabbages,  was  found  a  barrel,  containing 
about  three  bushels  of  gun-powder.  In  the  palace  cellar  were 
dug  up  two  quarter  casks  of  the  same  commodity  ;  and  in  the 
garden   about   lOOQib.  of  musket-balls,  about   500  w^eight  of 
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iron,  -swivel  balls,  a  large  quantity  of  small  shot,  lead,  iron, 
worms  for  the  cannon,  and  the  whole  apparatus  for  his  park  of 
artillery. 

The  Virginia  convention  continued  to  establish  rules  for  the 
defence  and  regulation  of  tlie  colony  ;  and  passed  an  ordinance 
for  imbodying  a  suthcient  force  for  its  protection.  It  appearing 
ro  them,  that  only  15  half  barrels  of  powder  had  been  taken  ouL 
of  the  magazine  by  lord  Dunmore's  order,  they  valued  it  fairly, 
and  then  directed  the  surplus  money  received  by  Patrick  Henry,, 
esq.  to  be  returned  to  the  receiver  general.  [August  22.] 

Upon  a  petition  of  sundry  nierchants  and  others,  natives  of 
Great-P/itain,  mostly  from  Scotland,  praying  to  be  exempted 
from  bearing  arms  against  the  people  among  whom  they  were 
born,  and  promising  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality  in  case  the  co- 
lony was  attacked  by  the  British  troops,,  the  convention  unani- 
mously recommended  to  the  committees,  [Aug.  25.]  and  others, 
the  good  people  of  the  colony,  to  treat  all  such  resident  natives 
as  did  not  show  themselves  enemies  to  the  common  cause  of  A- 
merica,  with  lenity  and  friendship  ;  to  protect  all  persons  what- 
soever in  the  just  enjoyment  of  their  civil  rights  and  liberty.;  to 
discountenance  all  national  reflections :  and  to  promote  union, 
harmony,  and  mutual  good  will,  among  all  ranks  of  people. 

Before  the  session  ended,  the  delegates  in  a.  declaration  set 
fortli'tiie  cause  of  their  meeting,  and  the  necessity  of  immediately 
putting  the  country  into  a  posture  of  defence,  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  their  Hvcs,  hberties  and  properties.  In  it  they  solemn- 
ly declare^  "  before  God  and  the  world,  we  do  bear  faith  and 
true  allegiance  to  his  majesty  ;  and  will,  so  long  as  it  may  be  in 
our  powex",  defend  him  and  his  government,  as  founded  on  the 
laws  and  well-known  principles  of  the  constitution  :  we  will,  to 
the  utmost  of  our.  power,  endeavor  by  every  honorable  mean, 
to  promote  a  restoration  of  that  friendship  and  amity,  which  so 
long  and  happily  subsisted  between  our  fellow  subjects  in  Great- 
Britain,  and  the  inhabitants  of  America  :  and  as,,  on  the  one 
liand,  w^e  are  determined  to  defend  our  lives  and  properties,  and 
maintain  our  just  rights  and  privileges,  at  even  the  extremest 
hazard,  so,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  our  fixed  and  unalterable 
resolution  to  disband  such  forces  as  may  be  raised  in  this  colony^ 
whenever  our  dangers  are  removed,  and  America  is  restored  to 
its  former  state  of  trajiquility  and  happiness." 

Lord  Dunmore,  however,  being  joined  by  a  number  who  had 
tendered  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  country,  as  well  as  by  a. 
parcel  of  run-away  negroes,  and  supported  by  tlie  naval  force 
lapon  the  station,  endeavored  to  establish  such  a  marine,,  as^ 
:aiight  enable  him,  by  means  of  iht?  noble  rivers  with  which  thq. 
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colony  abourrds,  to  be  alvvnvs  at  liand,  and  ready  to  profit  by 
every favoral>lc  occasion  which  should  oiTcr.  lie  by  degrees, 
fitted  and  armed  several  vessels,  in  one  of  which  he  constantly 
resided, never  setting  his  foot  onshore,  but  in  an  liostilc  manner. 
The  force. was  calculated  only  for  dcprcdiitions  ;  and  while  these 
were  confined  to  the  procuring  i».^  provisions  or  other  necessa- 
ries, respect  was  sliown  to  the  rai\k  and  office  of  the  governor  : 
but  being  at  length  changed  into  open  and  avowed  liost'lity,  hi^i 
lordship  met  with  resistance.  The  Virginians  could  not  brook: 
bis  seizing  persons,  and  conveying  them  on  board  the  ships;  des- 
troying pianLations,  and  carrying  off  the  negroes,  and  burnini; 
houses.  They  therefore  sent  detachments  of  the  new-raised 
forces  to  protect  the  coasts  ;  and  from  thence  ensued  a  sm;iU 
mischievous  war,  incapable  ofaiiordiiig  honor  or  benefit. 

During  this  staic  of  iiostilicy,  his  lordship  procured  a  few  sol- 
diers, with  whose  assistance  an  attempt  was  made  to  burn  the 
port-town  of  Hampton.  The  inhabitants  having  a  previous  sus- 
picion ofthc  design,  sunk  a  number  of  boats  across  the  channel 
to  prevent  a  landing.  The  ships,  having  surmounted  all  obsta- 
cles in  the  night,  drew  up  close  to  the  town,  [October  27.]  and 
began  a  furious  cannonade  in  the  morning.  At  this  critical  pe- 
riod, a  detachment  of  riticmen  from  Willianisburgh,  that  had' 
marched  all  night,  arrived,  and  being  joined  by  the  m:inute-meii 
and  others,  w^ho  had  assembled  the  day  before,  took  such  a  po- 
sition as  enabled  them,  with  their  small  arms,  to  compel  the  en- 
emy precipitately  to  quit  their  station,  with  the  loss  of  some  men. 
and  of  a  tender. 

[Nov.  7.]  In  consequence  of  this  repulse,  the  governor  issued 
a  proclamation,  declaring  that  martial  law  should  take  place, 
and  be  executed  through  the  colony  ;  requiring  all  persons  ca- 
pable of  bearing  arms,  to  resort  to  his  majesty's  standard,^  or  to 
be  looked  upon  as  traitors  ;  and  further  declaring  all  indented 
servants,  negroes  or  others  (appertaining  to  rebels)  free,  who 
were  able  and  willing  to  bear  arms,  upon  joining  his  majesty's 
troops.  The  Virginians  highly  resented  his  lordship's  declaring 
martial  law;;  and  by  his  single  fiat  attempting  to  strip  them  ot 
their  property,  and  to  arm  their  negroes  and  servants  against: 
tiiem  to  eiiect  their  destruction;  lliis  m.casure  occasioned  to 
government  the  loss  of  many  friends. 

The  proclamation,  with  his  lordship's  presence  and  his  rnarine, 
produced  some  effectin  the  town  of  Norfolk  and  the  adjoining 
country,  where  many  were  well  effected  to  the  old  government. 
He  was  accordingly  joined  by  some  hundreds  of  blacks  and 
whites  ;  but  the  pleasure  it  afforded,  was  soon  interrupted  by  in- 
telligence that  a- party  of  Virffinianjrwcre  marching  toward  tlionr 
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with  great  expedition.  To  obstruct  their  designs,  and  protect 
the  well  effected,  he  took  possesion  of  the  Great  Bridge,  near 
Norfolk,  a  pass  of  much  consequence,  being  the  only  way  by 
tvhich  the  town  could  be  approached  He  constructed  a  fort 
on  the  Norfolk  side,  and  rendered  it  as  defencible  as  time  would 
admit.  His  force  consisted  of  about  200  regulars,  including  the 
grenadiers  of  the  14th  regiment,  and  a  body  of  Norfolk  volun- 
teers ;  the  rest  was  a  motley  mixture  of  blacks  and  whites. 
The  Virginians,  under  colonel  Woodford,  fortified  themselves 
within  less  than  cannon  shot  of  the  royalists,  having  a  narrow 
causeway  in  front,  which  was  to  be  passed  .  to  come  at  their 
works. 

In  this  state  they  continued  quiet  on  both  sides  for  some  days. 
At  length  a  servant  belonging  to  major  Marshall,  being  properly 
tutored,  deserted  to  the   royalists,  and  told  them  that  colonel 
Woodford  had  not  more  than  300  shirtmen  (as  they  called  the 
xiflemen,  on  account  of  their  being  dressed  in  their  hunting  shirts) 
badly  provided  with  ammunition.     The  bait  took,  and  a  design 
was  formed  for  surprising  the  Virginians  in  their  entrenchments. 
Captain  LesHe,  with  the  regulars,  arrived  at  the  bridge  about  three 
in  the  morning  ;  and  being  joined  by  about  300  white  and  black 
slaves,  laid  planks  upon  the  bridge,  and  crossed  just  after  the 
Virginians  had  beaten  the  reveille,  a  lucky  time  for  the  last,  as 
their  men  were  of  course  all  under  arms.     Captain  Fordyce,  at 
the  head  of  his  grenadiers,  amounting  to  about  sixty,  led  the 
van,  w^hilc   Hentenant  Batut  commanded  the   advanced  party. 
They  passed  the  causeway,  which  admitted  only  of  a  few  men's 
marching  abreast,  and  approached  the  intrenchments  with  fixed 
bayonets,  and  a  coolness  and  intrepidity  which  excited  astonish- 
ment.    They  were  not  only  exposed  naked  to  the  fire  in  front, 
but  infiladed'by  another  part  of  the  provincial  lines.     The  cap- 
tain fell  with  several  of  his  men^  within  a  few  yards  of  the  breast 
work.     The  lieutenant  with  others  were  taken,  and  all  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  grenadier  company,  whether  prisoners  or  not,  were 
wounded.     The  royalists  wxre  soon  obliged  to  sound  a  retreat, 
having  sixty-two  men  killed  and  wounded.     The  provincials, 
during  the  whole  action,  did  not  lose  a  single  man,  and  had  on- 
ly one  shghtly  w^ounded.    llie  fire  of  the  artillery  from  the  fort 
'covered  the  retreat  of  the  royalists.     None  of  the  blacks,  &c.  in 
the  rear,  with  captain  Leslie,   advanced  further  than  the  bridge. 
Captain  Fordyce   was  buried  with  every  military  honor  by  the 
vicioiSj  who  showed  a  due  respect  to  his  former  merit,  as  well 
as  to  the  gallantry  which  sis:nalized  his  last  moments.    The  Bri^ 
*ish  prisoners  were  treated  with  great  kindness  :  the  Am.crican 
loyalists,  who  joined  the  king's  standard,  with  rigor.  The  king's 
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forces  retired  the  ensuing  night,  withoiit  other  loss  than  a  few 
pieces  of  cannon.  CapLuin  Leslie,  it  is  said,  has  ahsolutely  re- 
fused to  act  any  more  on  shore,  till  he  can  be  better  supported  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  Norfolk  volunteers,  and  the  black,  bat- 
talions, have  declined  acting  without  the  regulars  ;  this  has  in- 
duced his  lordshij)  to  abandon  the  entrenchments  at  Norfolk, 
and  to  go  on  board  the  ships.  Most  of  the  wretched  negroes 
who  had  joined  him,  were  now  left  to  shift  for  themselves. 

[Dec.  It.]  Colonel  Woodford,  with  the  })rovincials,  entered 
Norfolk;  but  almost  all  the  inhabitants  had  fled  on  board  the 
ships.  At  night  he  resigned  the  command  to  colonel  Howe, 
designing  to  return  to  his  family,  and  attend  on  his  private  af- 
fairs. 

Many  of  the  Scotch  petitioners  having,  contrary  to  their 
faith,  solemnly  plighted,  become  strict  adherent:,  to  lord  Dun- 
more,  and  active  promoters  of  his  measures  ;  and  having  ex- 
cited their  slaves  to  act  against  the  colony,  tiic  convention  has 
totally  rescinded  the  former  recommendation  in  their  favor. 
But  persons  of  ability,  declining  to  act  with  the  Virginians,  and 
who  have  not  taken  up  arms  nor  showed  themselves  against 
them,  may  be  permitted  to  leave  the  country. 

A  scheme  for  raising  a  considerable  force  for  the  service  cf 
lord  Dunmore,  has  been  lately  discovered  in  Maryland. 

One  John  Connelly,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  waited  on  his 
lordship  with  certain  proposals,  toward  the  latter  end  of  July, 
which  being  approved  of,  he  dispatched  intelligence  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  militia  on  the  frontiers  of  Augusta  county,  with  as- 
surances from  his  lordship,  that  such  of  them  as  would  hereafter 
evince  their  loyalty  to  his  majesty,  by  putting  themselves  under 
his  command,  should  be  amply  rewarded.  He  had  before,  by 
direction,  prepared  the  Indians  on  the  Ohio,  to  act  in  concert 
with  him  against  his  majesty's  enemies  in  that  quarter.  His 
lordship  sent  him  to  general  Gage,  at  Boston,  about  the  1 5th  of 
September ;  and  about  the  middle  of  October  he  returned  with 
instructions  from  the  general  to  his  lordship.  A  commission  of 
lieutenant-colonel  commandant  of  a  regiment,  to  be  raised  in  the 
back  parts  and  in  Canada,  was  to  be  granted  to  this  adventurer ; 
who  was  to  be  assisted  by  the  garrisons  at  Detroit  and  Fort  Gage, 
at  the  Illinois,  with  artillery  and  ammunition.  He  was  to  use 
means  to  urge  the  Indian  chiefs  to  act  with  vigor  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  orders ;  and  to  have  the  supreme  direction  of  the 
new  forces.  When  they  were  in  sufficient  condition,  he  was  to 
penetrate  through  Virginia,  so  as  to  meet  lo'd  Dunmore  at  a 
set  time  in  next  April,  at  Alexandria,  on  the  l\)tomak  ;  his  lord- 
ship was  to  bring  such  a  nnval  slrength  and  other  assistance,,  as 

might 


?S3 


The   history   of  the        [A,  D.  tTTJ. 


might  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  purpose.     He  had  so  far  suc- 
ceeded, that  he  was  on  his  way,  with  two  associates,  to  Detroit; 
where  he  was  to  meet  his  commission  and  instructions ;  but  when 
they  had  reached  about  five  miles  beyond  Hager's-town,  they 
were  taken  into  custody  and  brought  before  the  county  commit- 
tee, at  Frederick-town,  in  Maryland  [Nov.  23.]  for  examina- 
tion, about  ten  days  after  parting  with  lord  Dunmore.     Their 
papers  have  betrayed  every  thing.     Among  them  were  the  ge- 
neneral  plan  of  the  whole  business,  and  a  letter  from  lord  Dun- 
more  to  one  of  the  Indian  chiefs,  and  other  authentic  vouchers, 
which  leave  nothing  to  be  doubted.     His  lordship's  letter  wasr 
accommodated,  as  is  usual  in  all  such  cases-,  to  the  Indian  taste,, 
and  addressed  to  i^?^o/A^r  Captain  White  J^jjes,  who  was  to  ac- 
quaint the  Corn-Stalk,  as  well  as  the  chiefs  of  the  Mingoes,  and' 
the  other  six  nations,  with  the  sentiments  contained  in  it. 

The  capture  of  Connelly  and  his  associates,  is  ascribed  to  the 
seizure  of  an  express  passing  betv/een  an  Indian  commissary 
and  the  governor  ;  from  whose  papers  such  intelligence  was 
gained  as'to  put  the  provincial  committee  upon  keeping  a  good" 
look-out  for  the  parties.  1  he  Indian  commissary  v^^as  known  ta 
be  disaffected  to  the  American  cause,  by  a  gentleman  whose  sus- 
picions made  him  a  principal  in  effecting  tiie  discovery. 

The  Pennsylvania  general  assembly,  in  their  November  ses- 
sion, instructed  their  delegates  to  exert  their  endeavors  at  the 
continental  congress,  for  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as' 
might  afford  the  best  prospect  of  obtaining  a  redress  of  Ameri- 
can grievances,  and  of  restoring  the  union  and  harmony  between 
Great-Britain  and  the  colonies.  They  said,  "Though  the  op- 
pressive measures  of  the  Biitish  parliament  and  administration 
have  compelled  us  to  resist  their  violence  by  force  of  arms,  yet 
we  strictly  enjoin  you,  that  you,  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  dis- 
sent from,  and  utterly  reject  any  propositions,  should  such  be 
made,  that  may  cause  or  lead  to  a  separation  from  the  mother 
country,  or  a  change  in  the  form  of  this  government."  The 
reason  for  mentioning  a  change  in  the  form  of  thisgovermnenf, 
was,  congress's  recommendation  of  a  measure  of  that  kind  to 
the  provincial  convention  of  New-Hampshire,  which  will  be: 
properly  noticed  in  its  place. 

[Nov.  16.1  Governor  Franklin  met  the  general  assembly  of* 
New-Jersey."  In  his  speech  he  acquainted  them,  "That  the 
commanders  of  his  majesty's  squadrons  in  America,  have  orders- 
to  proceed  as  in  the  case  of  a  towa  in  actual  rebellion,  against^ 
such  of  the  sea-port  towns  and  places,  being  accessible  to  the 
king's  ships,  as  shall  offer  any  violence  to  the  king's  officers,  or 
in  which  any  troops  shall  be  raised,  or  military  works  erected^ 

or 
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or  other  than  by  his  majesty's  authority,  or  any  attempts  m-.'.d^' 
to  seize  or  plunder  any  public  magazine  of  arms  or  anniju.n^ 
tion."  He  said  "  Sentiments  of  independency,  are  by  some 
men  of  present  consequence,  openly  avowed,  and  essays  arc  al- 
ready appearing  in  the  public  papers,  to  rediculc  the  peoj)lc's 
fears  of  that  horrid  measure."  The  house  of  assembly  in  their 
answer  declared,  [Nov.  29-]  "  There  is  nothing  we  desire  willi 
greater  anxiety,  than  a  reconciliation  with  our  parent  state,  on 
constitutional  principles.  We  know  of  no  sentiments  of  inde- 
pendency that  are  by  men  of  any  consequence  opciiiy  avr>wed  ; 
nor  (\o  we  approve  of  any  essays  tending  to  encourage  such  a 
measure.  We  have  already  expressed  our  detestation  of  such 
opinions  ;  and  wc  have  so  frequently  and  fully  declared  our  sen- 
timents on  tliis  subject,  that  we  should  have  thought  ourselves, 
as  at  present  we  really  deserve  to  be,  exempt  from  all  suspicion 
of  this  nature."  The  governor  in  his  reply  mentioned,  that  her 
had  not  the  most  distant  thought  while  speaking  of  the  senti- 
ments of  independency  openly  avowed  by  some  that  they  would 
consider  the  remark  as  at  all  meant  for,._  or  applicable  to  their 
house.  He  concluded  with  pointedly  saying,  "  I  sincerely  wish 
that  both  you  and  I  may  ere  long  have  the  happiness  to  see  those 
who  either  openly  or  privately  avow  sentiments  of  independen- 
cy, men  of  no  consequence^'^ 

The  New-York  convention  having  resolved  upon- the  renwval 
of  the  cannon  from  the  battery  in  the  city,  captain  Sears  was 
appointed  to  tlic  business.  Captain  Vandeput,  of  the  Asia  man 
of  war,  was  privately  informed  of  the  design,  and  prepared  t(j» 
oppose  its  execution.  Learning  when  it  was  to  be  attempted, 
he  appointed  a.  boat  to  watch  the  motion  of  the  people  assem- 
bled for  that  purpose  about  tlic  dead  of  night  The  sailors  int 
the  boat  giving  the  signal^with  afliich  of  powder,  of  what  wa,-^ 
going  forward,  the  persons  on.  shore  mistook  it  tor  an  attem.pi; 
to  fire  a  musket  at  them,  and  immediately  aimed  a  volley  of  shot: 
at  the  boat,  by  which  a  man  was  killed.  ^  Captain  Vandepu*: 
soon  after  commenced  a  firing  from  the  Asia  with  grape  shot* 
swivel  shot,  18  and  21.  pounders,  without  killing  a  single  per- 
son, and  wounded  only  three,  two  shghtly,  the  other  lost  the 
calf  of  his  leg.  He  then  ceased  for  a  considerable  time,  suppos- 
ing that  the  people  had  desisted  from  their  purpose,  while  they 
were  only  changing  their  mode  of  operation.  Captain  Scars 
provided  a  deceiving  party,  intended  to  draw  the  Asia's  fire  from 
the  line  of  the  working  party.  He  sent  the  former  behind  a 
breast-work,  by  which  they  were  secured  on  dodgingdown  upon 
observing  the  flash  of  the  Asians  guns.  When  A\  was  in  readi- 
ness, they  huzzaed,  and  sune  out  their  notes,  as  though  tugging 
*  ■  in 
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in  unison,  and  iired  from  the  walls  :  while  the  working  party 
silently  got  off  twenty-one  eighteen  pounders,  with  carriages, 
empty  cartridges,  rammers,  &c.  Upon  hearing  the  noise,^  and 
seeing  the  fxre  of  the  musketry,  the  captain  ordered  the  Asia  to 
fire  a  whole  broad-side  toward  that  part  of  the  fort,  where  the 
deceiving  party  had  secured  themselves,  without  intending  a  par- 
ticular injury  to  the  city  ;  however,  some  of  the  shot  could  not 
but  fly  into  it  and  do  damage.  This  affair  happened  at  a  very 
late  hour,  between  twelve  and  two,  [August  22.]  and  threw  the 
citizens  into  the  utmost  consternation.  Such  was  the  stillness  of 
the  night,  that  the  report  of  the  cannon  was  heard  at  Philadel- 
phia, ninety  miles  off.  The  distress  of  the  Yorkers  was  much 
increased,  by  a  painful  apprehension,  that  captain  Vandeput 
v/ould  renew  the  firing  upon  the  city.  A  removal  of  nien  wo- 
men,  children  and  goods  commenced  and  continued  till  Satur- 
day.'Matters  were  afterward  so  adjusted,  as  to  quiet  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  people,  in  reference  to  their  suffering  further 
from  the  Asia.  To  prevent  it,  the  convention  permitted  Abra- 
ham Lott,  esq.  to  supply  all  his  majesty's  ships  stationed  at  New- 
York,  with  all  necessaries,  as  well  fresh  as  salted,  for  the  sole 
use  of  said  ships.  ^ 

The  art  and  influence  of  governor  Tryon  alarmed  the  conti- 
nental congress,  some  of  the  members  especially,  so  that  it  was 
moved,  that  he  should  be  seized.  But  Mr.  Duane,  one  of  the 
New-York  delegates,  speaking  in  behalf  of,  and  answering  for 
him,  no  resolution  to  that  purpose  was  taken.  Mr.  Duane  say- 
ing, in  his  eagerness  to  defend  the  governor,  that  he  was  as  good 
a  friend  to  the  American  cause  as  any  one  present,  called  up 
captain  John  Langdon  from  New-Hampshire,  who  resenting 
the  assertion  as  an  aspersion  on  the  several  members,  answered 
with  much  acrimony,  and  was  permitted  to  go  on  as  long  as  he 
pleased,  Mr.  Duane's  conduct  not  having  answered,  in  several 
instances,  the  warm  wishes  of  the  zealous  delegates.  Though 
nothing  was  resolved  upon  against  governor  Tryon,  the  matter 
only  subsided  for  the  present,  under  an  apprehension  that  if  the 
motion  was  made,  it  would  not  be  carried,  or  when  carried, 
would  be  conveyed  to  the  governor  time  enough  for  him  to  se- 
cure himself.  The  affair  was  brought  on  again  after  a  while 
in  another  form  ;  and  congress  resolved,  [October  6.]  *'That 
it  be  recommended  to  the  several  provincial  assemblies  or  con- 
ventions, and  councils  or  committees  of  safety,  to  arrest  and  se- 
cure every  person  in  their  respective  colonies,  whose  going  at 
large  may  in  their  opinion  endanger  the  safety  of  the  colony,  or 

the  liberties  of  America,'* 

An 


A,  D.  1775.]  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION,  401 

An  autjicntic  copy  of  the  rcsojvc  was  to  be  transmitted  by 
the  delegates,  to  proper  persons  in  the  different  colonies.  I'he 
fathers  ot  it  aimed  at  governor  Tryon  ;  they  had  httle  or  no  ex- 
pectation  that  the  New-York  convention  would  secure  him; 
but  they  hoped  that  the  sons  ollibcity  at  large  would  effect  the 
business.  It  has  been  assorted,  that  Mr.  ]^uane  was  uneasy  at 
the  resolution,  and  witiidrew  from  congress  for  ni  ur  an  hour  be- 
fore he  returned  to  his  seat.  He  that  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that 
Mr.  Duane's  footman  went  off  to  governor  'I'ryon  in  season  to 
give  him  information  of  what  was  resolved  ;  which  occasioned 
his  writing  to  the  mayor  of  New-Yorlc  [Oct.  13.]  acquaintiug 
him  that  he  knew  from  tnidoub/cd  aiUhorihj^  what  was  recom- 
mended to  the  provincial  congress,  and  desiring  to  be  informed 
whether  he  should  be  secure  in  the  protection  of  the  corpora- 
tion and  citizens.  The  provincial  congress  had  not  then  re- 
ceived the  recommendation.  Several  ietteis  passed  upon  the 
occasion,  but  the  governor  not  obtaining  satisfaction  as  to  liis 
being  secure,  went  on  board  the  Halifax  packet  [Oct.  19.]  of 
which  he  informed  the  mayor  by  letter  ;  and  in  that  expressed 
his  readiness  to  do  such  business  of  the  country,  as  the  situation 
of  the  times  would  permit. 

A  correspondent  residing  at  New-York  complains,  that  the 
leaders  of  the  people  in  that  colony,  are  inconsistent  and  perfi- 
dious, and  that  their  councils  are  stampt  with  folly,  timidity, 
and  treachery.  Some  days  bofore  the  governor  went  on  board, 
mem.bers  of  the  provincial  <:onvention  declared,  even  in  thQ- 
convention,  that  tney  would  not  receive  the  bills  of  credit  to  be 
emitted  by  themselves ;  that  they  would  join  the  king's  stand- 
snd  if  troops  came,  in  order  to  save  their  estates,  ccc.  These 
speeches  were  uttered  without  meeting  with  any  censure. 

'i'he  day  the  governor  sent  his  letter  from  on  board,  Messrs, 
Low,  De  Lancey,  Walton,  Kissam,  Verplank,  6i:c.  occ.  labored 
hard  in  the  provincial  congress,  to  preclude  tire  freemen  of  the 
city  from  voting  for  new  members,  and  the  mode  of  voting  by 
ballot.  They  were  for  polling,  as  formerly,  and  expected,  that 
if  the  freemen  were  excluded,  the  freeholders  would  return 
none  but  such  as  would  be  for  preservmg  the  city,  though  at 
the  expence  of  the  liberties  of  America. 

The  New-York  ti'oops  arc  not  to  be  depended  upon  in  gene- 
ral. Persons  who  have  been  pretty  hearty,  are  now  afraid  of 
falling  a  sacrifice.  The  defection  becomes  greater  every  day 
in  both  city  and  country.  I'his  may  be  owing  to  the  arts  of  go- 
vernor Tryon,  whose  exertions  may  be  as  strenuous  and  slc-* 
cessful  in  the  ship  as  in  the  city.  He  is  not  at  a  loss  how  to  in* 
trigue  with  the  people  of  his  government, 
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Such  is  the  importance  Ol  securing  the  North  River,  that  "the 
continental  congress  have  given  direction  for  rendering  it  de- 
fensible, by  erecting  a  fortification  in  the  High-lands,  and  gar- 
risoning the  same.  They  have  also  directed  Mr.  Akxander, 
titular  lord  Sterling,  to  collect  the  troops  in  and  for  the  defence 
of  New-Jersey  [Nov.  27.]  (except  six  com-panies  ordered  to 
the  forts  on  the  North  River)  and  to  place  them  in  barracks  in 
the  eastern  division  of  the  colony,  as  contiguous  to  New- York 
as  can  be,  there  to  remain  till  further  orders.  The  city  abounds 
with  persons  opposed  to  cons^resslonai  measures.  This  opposi- 
tion was  much  sti'engthencd  by  Mr,  Rivington's  press,  which 
was  carried  off  four  days  before  the  above  order.  Captain  Sears 
observing  the  mischievous  eliects  of  this  press,  determined  up- 
on a  violent  and  effectual  mode  of  silencing  it.  He  procured 
seventy-five  Connecticut  horsemen,  wxll  armed,  with  muskets, 
^c.  unexpectedly  entered  the  city  at  the  head  of  them  ;  repair- 
ed immediately  to  Mr.  Rivington's,  and  seized  all  his  types  and 
printing  materials,  many  of  which  were  destroyed.  While  he 
was  thus  employed,  people  collected,  and  the  street  was  throng- 
ed. To  prevent  interruption,  he  called  out  and  told  them,  that 
if  they  attempted  to  oppose  him,  he  would  order  his  men  to 
fire  upon  them;  and  preparation  was  made  for  doing  it,  in  case 
it  should  be  needful.  I'his  appearance  instantly  cleared  the 
street,  when  captain  Sears  and  his  party  rode  oiF  in  triumph, 
with  the  booty  they  were  pleased  to  take  away. 

[Sept.  30.]  Captain  Wallace,  hi  the  Rose  man  ^ef  war,  and 
two  tenders,  began  in  the  morning  to  fire  upon  Stonington,  m 
Connecticut,  close  in  with  the  Sound ;  and  continued  it  the 
whole  day,  with  very  little  intermission.  They  killed  two  menT, 
much  shattered  the  houses,  stores,.  &c.  and  carried  oiF  a  schooner 
loaded  with  molasses,  and  two  small  sloops.  The  firing  w^^as- 
brought  on  by  a  vessel  (which  he  was  in  chace  of)  escaping  and 
securing  itscff  in  the  harbour  of  the  town.  The  men  of  war 
and  transports  at  Newport,  exciting  a  suspicion  by  their  move- 
ments, that  there  was  an  intention  of  taking  off  live  stock  from 
the  farms  in  the  south  part  of  Rhode-Island,  a  number  of  per* 
sons  went  down  in  the  evening  [Oct.  2.  J  and  brought  off  about 
1000  sheep  and  50  head  of  cattle.  The  nextday  and  the  follow- 
ing one,  the  ships  took  ofFaquantiiy  from  the  two  farms,  where 
It  was  thought  they  were  collected  toi  the  purpose  of  supplying 
the  British  troops  at  Boston.  Soon  after  300  minute-men  arriv- 
ed, who  marched  to  the  spot  [Oct  5.]  and  brought  off  the 
remaining  cattle,  sheep,  hogs  and  poultry,  though  fired  upon 
by  the  ships  which  lay  within  gun  shot.  The  interposition  of  the 
minute-meA  subjected,  the  town  tg  threats  of  being  cannonaded 
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by  the  men  of  war  ;  so  that  muny  of  the  Inhabitants  moved  tlicir 
effects,  while  others  left  tlie  plaic.  On  Saturday  aftcrnoo;i 
[October  7.]  the  ships  we ie>,hc't(  anchor,  went  ij)>  the  nvcr  to 
Bristol,  and  demanded  300  sheep,  which  not  being  complied 
with,  betv/cen  eight  and  nine  o'clock,  they  began  a  heavy  ine 
on  the  town,  and  continued  it  upward  of  an  hour.  'J lie  women 
and  children,  in  great  anxiety  (dark  and  rainy  as  it  was)  wera 
obliged  to  leave  their  habitations,  and  seek  shelter  in  the  adja- 
cent country,  Between  nine  and  ten  a  comjnittee  went  on 
board,  and  purchased  peace  and  the  safety  of  the  town  at  tl:« 
expence  of  forty  sheep.  The  firing  thus  upon  a  defenceless - 
town,  greatly  irritated  the  minds  of  tlie  Americans  in  distant  cc* 
lonieS)  and  they  have  censured  it  in  their  public  transactions. 

[Nov.  11.]  The  general  assembly  of  Rhode-Island  passed  an 
act  for  the  capital  punishment  of  persons  who  should  be  found 
guilty  of  holding  a  traitorous  correspondence  with  the  ministry 
of  Great-Britain,  or  any  of  their  ofucers  or  agents,  or  of  sup- 
plving  the  ministerial  army  or  navy  employed  against  the  united 
colonies,  with  provisions,  arms,  &c.  or  of  acting  as  pilots  en 
board  any  vessels.  'I'hev  however  excepted  the  ncgociation  and 
treaty  of  the  town  council  v/ith  capUiin  Wallace,  respecting  the 
supplying  the  ships  of  war  stationed  in  the  harbour  of  Newport^ 
and  regulation  thereof  by  the  commanding  otiicer,  w^hich  they 
had  before  permitted.  They  also  passed  an  act  for  sequestring 
the  estates  of  several  persons,  wiiom  they  considered  as  avow^ 
ed  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  America- 

[Nov.  30.]  Captain  Wallace,,  about  one  in  the  mornliTg,  left 
the  harbour  of  Newport,  went  to  Gonanicut  with  several  ves- 
sels, and  landed  about  200  marines, ,  sailors,  and  negroes,  who 
were  employed  in  burning  the  houses  and  barns  upon  the  island. 
The  men,  while  upon  the  service,  were  ordered  to  fire  on  one 
Mr.  Martin,  who  gave  no  provocation, .  artd»was  standing  un- 
armed at  his  ov/n  door.  He  was  shot  in  the  belly,  and  died. 
He  was  an  inoffensive  person,  and  had  treated  captain  Wal- 
lace with  great  civility  and  friendship. 

General  Lee  was  at  length  detached  with  a  small  corps,  from 
the  army  in  the  Massachusetts,  to  the  assistance  of  the  Rhode- 
Islanders  ;  on  whom,  upon  his  arrival,  he  imposed  a  most  tre- 
mendous oath.  This  act  of  the  general's  does  not  meet  with 
tlie  approbation  of  the  congress. 

'The  JMassachusetts  military  and  naval  transactions  will  be  re- 
lated separate  fromthe  civil,  as  flir  as  convenient. 

The  American  prisoners  taken  on  the  nth  of  June,  were 
thrown  indiscriminately  into  the  jail  at  Boston,  without  any  con- 
sideration being  paid  to  tJiosc  of  rank,  though  languishing  with 
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wounds  and  sickness.  The  sick  and  wounded  were  put  under 
the  hands  of  a  man  who  had  never  before  been  employed  but  ia 
the  diseases  of  horses,  t  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  who  be- 
friended the  American  cause,  were  not  allowed  to  afford  the 
prisoners  all  that  relief  they  w.ere  entitled  to  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  humanity.  The  sufferers  had  even  some  of  their  books 
of  devotion  taken  from  them,  and  were  reproached  for  their 
much  reading,  as  leading  them  into  rebellion.  Being  account- 
ed rebels,  no  cruelty  was  thought  more  than  they  deserved,- 
while  their  existence  was  not  terminated  by  a  halter. 

The  education  and  reading  of  the  colonists  have  undoubtedly 
contributed  to  encourage  and  support  their  opposition  to  measures 
deemed  destructive  to  tlie  iiberdes  of  their  country.  Every  town 
in  the  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  has  a  public  English  school 
for  the  education  of  youth,  supported  by  an  annual  tax  upon  the 
inhabitants  ;  to  which  any  one  may  send  his  children,  while  the 
expence  of  their  education  is  nothing  more  than  his  proportion 
of  the  tax.  The  masters  are  often  young  men  who  have  hnish- 
ed  their  college  education  ;  and  who  spend  a  year  or  more  in 
this  employ^  till  they  take  to  a  different  one,  which  often  leads 
to  their  becoming  some  of  the  fii^t  persons  in  the  colony.  The 
universal  education  promoted  by  these  schools,  spreads  a  gene- 
ral knowledge  among  the  lowest  orders  of  people  ;  and  gives 
them  a  taste  for  reading  the  interresting  publications  of  the  day ; 
while  able  writers  have  been  and  are  employing  tlieir  pens  in 
nourishing  the  spirit  of  resistance,  by  arguments,  historical  nar* 
rations,  and  all  the  various  arts  of  animated  persuasion. 

[Aug,  11.]  General  Washington  wrote  to  general  Gage  upon 
the  subject  of  the  ill  treatment  of  tlie  prisoners,  and  apprized 
him,  that  he  should  regulate  his  conduct  toward  those  gentlemen 
who  are  or  may  be  in  his  possession,  exactly  by  the  rule  that  the 
other  should  obs^ve  toward  the  Americans  who  may  be  in  his 
custody.  [Aug.  13.]  General  Gage  in  his  answer  asserted,  that 
the  prisoners  had  hitherto  been  treated  with  care  and  kindness, 
though  indiscriminately,  as  he  acknowledged  no  rank  that  was 
not  derived  from  the  king.  He  mentioned,  "  I  understand  there 
are  of  the  king's  faithful  subjects,  taken  by  the  rebels,  laboring 
jikc  negro  slaves  to  gain  their  daily  subsistence,  or  reduced  to 
thewretched  alternative  toperish  by  famine,  or  take  arms  against 
their  king  and  country."  He  remarked  upon  the  passage  relat- 
ing to  retaliation,  with  an  appeal  to  God  ;  and  closed  with  this 
charge,  "unfortunately  for  both  countries,  those  who  long  since 
projected  tlie  present  crisis,  and  influence  the  councils  of  Ame- 

\  Gsccral  Waflilngtoa'j  Private  Ltttsf, 


J.  D.  \Tij.]        AMERICAN  REVOLUTION.  40* 

I'ica,  have  views  very  distant  from  accommodation."  General 
Gage  was  mistaken,  in  charging  the  party  alhided  to,  with  pro- 
ji'cting  the  present  crisis,  which  is  the  casual  and  unexpected 
Consequence  of  pernicious  ministerial  councils.  He  was  no  less 
far  from  the  truth,  while  he  intimated  that  the  American  lead- 
ers "  have  views  very  distant  from  accommodation."  Some 
few  have  such  views,  but  the  great  body  of  them  at  present  long 
for  an  accommodation. 

[Aug.  19.]  General  Washington  replied  to  general  Gage,  in 
a  pointed  manner,  and  told  him,  "  I  have  taken  time,  Sir,  to 
make  a  strict  enquiry,  and  find  the  Intelligence  you  have  receiv- 
ed, has  not  the  least  foundation  in  truth.  Not  only  your  officers 
and  soldiers  have  been  treated  with  a  tenderness  due  to  fellow 
citizens  and  brethren,  but  even  those  execrable  parricides,  whose 
councils  and  aid  have  deluged  the  country  with  blood,  have 
been  protected  from  the  fury  of  a  justly  enraged  people.  You 
affect.  Sir,  to  despise  ail  rank,  not  derived  from  the  same  source 
with  your  own,  I  cannot  conceive  one  more  honorable  than  that 
which  flows  from  the  uncorrupted  choice  of  a  brave  and  free 
people,  the  purest  source  and  original  fountain  of  all  power. 
May  that  God  to  whom  you  appeal,  judge  between  America 
and  you  1  Under  his  providence,  those  who  influence  the  coun- 
cils of  America,  and  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  united  colo- 
nies, at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  are  determined  to  hand  dowa 
to  posterity  those  just  and  invaluable  privileges  which  they  re- 
ceived from  their  ancestors." 

[Aug.  26.]  At  night  about  two  thousand  of  the  American 
troops  intrenched  onTPlow'd  Hill,  within  point  blank  shot  of  the 
British  on  Bunker's  Hill  :  notwithstanding  a  continual  lire  almost 
all  the  day  following,  they  had  only  two  killed  and  two  wounded. 
While  the  intrenchments  were  carrying  on,  parties  of  riflemen 
were  employed  in  firing  upon  the  advanced  guards  on  Charles- 
town  Neck.  One  of  the  British  officers  and  several  men  were 
seen  to  fall.  Two  of  the  British  floating  batteries  attempting  to 
annoy  the  Americans  at  work  upon  the  hill,  were  silenced  in 
Myst'ick  river,  and  one  partly  sunk.  More  than  300  sliells  were 
thrown  at  the  fortress  on  Plow'd  Hill,  without  a  single  person's 
being  thereby  hurt ;  and  the  consequent  contempt  they  entertain- 
ed of  shells,  induced  them  to  omit  providing  a  bomb-proof  cover 
for  the  garrison.  Bunker's  Hill,  Plow'd  Hill  and  Winter  Hill, 
which  last  the  Americans  have  possessed  and  fortified  for  some 
time,  are  situated  in  a  range  from  east  to  west,  each  of  them  o\\ 
or  near  Mystirk  river.  Plow'd  Hill  is  in  tiie  middle,  and  the 
iowest  of  the  three,  the  summit  is  about  lialf  a  mile  from  the 
works  on  Bun'^^-'s  Hill.    I'he  R'itish  tinding  that  their  firing  did 
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Tiot  answer,  relaxed,  and  after  a  while  desisted  entirely,  and  the 
Americans  remained  quiet  in  their  new  post.  General  Wash- 
ington received,  in  the  beginning  of  September,  a  very  aceepta-> 
ble  remittance  of  ammunition  from  Rhode-Island,  even  7000lb.. 
of  powder — a  great  quantity,  compared  with  the  late  amazing 
scarcity.  It  is  probably  a  part  of  what  has  been  brought  fron^ 
Africa.  The  Americans  practised  a  manoeuvre,  which  credits 
their  understanding.  They  sent  out  a  quantity  of  New-England 
rum,  which  was  exchanged  for  a  fiery  commodity  of  a  different 
quality,  so  successfully  as  not  to  leave  an  ounce  for  sale  in  any  of 
the  British  forts  on  the  African  coast.. 

The  general  having  obtained  pleasing  accounts- from  Canada^ 
being  assured  that  neither  Indians  nor  Canadians  could  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  act  against  the  Americans,,  and  knowing  there 
was  a  design  of  penetrating  into  tliat  province  by  Lake  Champ- 
lain,  concerted  the  plan  of  detaching,  a  body  of  troops  from  head- 
quarters, through  the  province  of  Mein,.-across  the  country  to 
Quebec.  He  communicated  the  same  to  general  Schuyler,  who- 
approving  it,  all  things  were  got  in  readiness^.  The  corps  was  to 
be  commanded  by  colonel  Arnold,,  aided  by  colonels  Christo- 
pher Green  and  ^oger  Enos,  and  majors  Meigs  and  Bigelow  ; 
and  was  to  consist  of  ten  companies  of  musket  men,  and  thres 
companies  of  riflemen^  amounting  to  eleven  hundred o. 

[Sept.  13.]  In  the  evening  the  detachment  marched  from 
Cambridge  for  Newbury-port,  where^  six  days  after,,  they  em* 
barked  on  board  ten  transports  bound  to  Kennebec,  fifty  leagues 
distant.  [Sept.  20.]  They  entered  the  mouth  of  the  Kennebec 
in  the  morning,  and  favored  with  tlie  wind  and  tide  proceeded, 
tjp  to  Gardner's  town.  It  was  only  fourteen,  days  from  first  giv- 
ing orders  for  building  200  batteaux,  for  collecting  provisions,, 
and  for  draughting  the  1100  men,  to  their  reaching  this  place^ 
Such  was  the  dispatch  ! 

[Sept.  22.]  The  troops  embarked  on  board  the  batteaux,  and' 
proceeded  to  Fort  Western  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  From 
thence,  captain  Morgan,  with  three  companies  of  riflemen,  was. 
sent  forward  by  water,  [Sept.  25.]  with  orders  to  get  on  to  the 
great  carrying  place  in  the  most  expeditious  manner,  and  to 
clear  the  road,  while  the  other  divisions  came  up.  The  second 
division  embarked  the  next  day,  and  the  third  the  day  after.  As- 
they  advanced  up  the  river,  the  stream  grew  very  rapid,  and  tlie 
bottom  and  shores  were  rocky.  [Sept.  29.]  By  eleven  in  the 
morning,  major  Meigs  with  the  third  division,  arrived  at  Fort 
Halifax,  standing  on  a  point  of  land  between  the  rivers  Kenne- 
bec and  Sebasticook.  In  their  progress  up  the  river,  they  met 
with  two  carrying-places,  over  which  they  were  obliged  to  carrr 
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tbeh' btitteaux,  baggage,  and  every  other  article,  till  they  came 
iigainto  a  part  of  tiie  river  which  was  navigable,  and  no  Junger 
obstructed  by  water-falls,  rapids,  rocks  or  other  cncunibrantes, 
as  was  that  whicli  tiiey  avoitlcd.  [October  3.]  '1  hey  got  to  Nor- 
ridge  walk,  where  the  major's    curiosity  was  entertained    by  the 
sight  of  a  child  \  l  months   old,  the  iirst  white  one  born  in  the 
place.   After  crossing  over  more  carrying  places,  he  and  his  men 
■encamped   at  the  great  carrying  place,    [Oct.  10.]   which  was 
tw^elve  miles  and  a  half  across,  including  three  ponds  tha*:  tfiey 
were  obliged  to  pass,  'lliese  ponds  had  plenty  of  trout.  Two  davs 
after  colonel  Knos  arrived  at  the  same  place  with  the  4th  division 
of  the  army  consisting  of  three  companies  of  nuisketmcn.  [Oct. 
13.]  Colonel  Arnold  meeting  with  an  Indian,  wrote  to  general 
Schuyler,  and  inclosed  his  letter  to  a  friend  in  Quebec-    Thougli 
he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  Indian,  he  venturously  intrusted  the 
packet  with  him,  to  be  carried  and  delivered  according  to  order, 
'I'his  strange  confidence  may  ruin  his  expedition,  beside  involv- 
ing his  friend  in  great  trouble.   [Oct.  15.]  The  provision  was  so 
reduced,  that  the  men  were  put  to  allowance,  3-4lb.  of  pork  and 
3-4lb.  oftiour  a  day  for  each.  The  next  day  they  reached  Dead 
river.    Colonel  Enos  having   got  up  with  his  division  in  abouti 
three  days,  v/as  ordered   to  send  back  the  sick,  and  those  that 
could  not  be  furnished  with  provision  ;  but,   contrary  to  colonel 
Arnold's  expectation,  returned  to  Cambridge  with  his  whole  di- 
vision a  few  days  after.    Major  Meigs  received  orders  to  push 
on  with  his  division,  [Oct.  19.]  for  Chaudiere  head,  with  the 
greatest  expedition.     But  they  proceeded  very  slowly  by  reasoa 
oi'  falls,  carrying  places  and  bad  weather.  Their  course  was  onlv 
three  miles.  [Oct.  22.]  The  rains  made  the  rivsr  raise  the  pre- 
ceding night  in  some  parts  eight  feet  peirpendicular  :  and  in  ma- 
ny places  it  overflowed  its  banks,  ajid  rendered  it  vtvy  difiicult 
for  the  men  on  shore  to  march.     The  next  day  the  stream  was 
so  rapid,  that,  in  passing  it,  five  or  six  batteaux  filled  and  overset, 
by  which  they  lost  several  barrels  of  provision,  a  number  of  guns, 
clothes,  and  other  articles.  Such  was  the  rapidity  of  the  stream, 
and  interruptions  by  carrying  places,  tliat  it  was  with  much  fa- 
tigue they  got  on  one-and-twenty  miles  wixhin  the  three  follow- 
ing days.  1  o  their  great  satisfaction  they  reached  the  carrying- 
place,  [Oct.  27.]  which  lies  across  the  height  of  land  that  runs 
through  the  colonies  to  Georgia,  and  on  the  further  side  of  which 
the  stream  run  the  reverse  of  the  river  they  had  ascended.  They 
crossed  the  heights  to  Chaudiere  river,  and  continued  theirmarch 
by  land  to  Quebec.  [Nov.  1.]  The  marching  through  the  woods. 
was  extremely  bad.    Major  Meigs  passed  a  number  of  soldiers 
\iho  had  no  provisions,  und  some  of  wiioiii  nerc  sick,     it  was 
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not  in  his  power  to  help  or  relieve  them.  But  one  or  two  dogs 
were  killed,  which  the  distressed  soldiers  eat  with  a  relishing  ap^ 
petite,  without  sparing  either  feet  or  skin.    A  few  eat  their  car- 
touch-boxes,  breeches  and  shoes,  being  several  days  without  pro- 
vision. The  major  and  his  men  marched  on  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Chaudiere,    [Nov.  3.]  and  at  twelve  o'clock  met  with  sup- 
plies, to  the  inexpressible  joy  of  the  soldiers,  who  were   near 
starving.     Colonel  Arnold,  v/ith  a  small  party,  made  a  forced 
march,  and  returned  with  provisions  purchased  of  the  inhabitants ; 
oil  which  the  hunger-bitten  adventurers  made  a  voracious  meal, 
[Nov.  4.]  The  next  day  at  eleven,  major  Meigs  and  his  men  ar- 
rived at  a  French  house,   and  u^ere  hospitably  treated.     It  was 
the  first  house  he  had  seen  for  3 1  days,  having  been  all  that  time 
in  a  rough,  barren,  and  uninhabited  wilderness,  where  he  never 
saw  a  human  being  except  those  belonging  to  the  detachment.  He 
and  his  party  were  immediately  supplied  with  fresh  beef,  fowls, 
butter,  pheasants  and  vegetables,  at  this  settlement  called  Serti- 
gan  25  leagues  from  Quebec.     They  were  kindly  entertained 
while  marching  dov/n  the  country.     When  colonel  Arnold  got 
within  two  leagues  and  a  half  of  Point  Levi,  [Nov.  8.]  he  wrote 
to  general  Montgomery,  that  as  he  had  received  no  answer  either 
from  general  Schuyler  or  his  friend,  he  made  no  doubt  but  that 
the  Indian  had  betrayed  his  trust:  and  that  he  was  confirmed  in 
it,  upon  finding  that' the  inhabitants  of  Quebec  had  been  some 
time  apprised  of  his  coming,  and  had  destroyed  all  the  canoes  at 
Point  Levi  to  prevent  the  detachments  from  passing  over.  The 
fact  was,  the  Indian,  instead  of  delivering  the  packet  as  directed, 
carried  it   to  the  lieutenant-governor,  who  on  reading  the  let- 
ters, secured  Mr.  Mercier  the  merchant,  and  began  immediately 
to  put  the  city  in  the  best  state  of  defence  he  could  ;  whereas  be- 
fore it  waa wholly  defenceless,  and  might  easily  have  been  carried 
bv  surprise.    [Nov.  9.]   Colonel  Arnold  arrived  at  Point  Levi, 
w^liere  we  leave  him  to  remove,  if  possble  the  cmbarrasments 
into  which  his  own  imprudence  has  brought  him,  by  needlessly 
trusting  an  unknown  Indian  with  dispatches  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence.   The  detachment  suffered  hardships,  beyond  what  can 
well  be  conceived  of,  in  the  course  of  the  expedition.  The  men 
had  to  haul  their  batteaux  up  over  falls,  up  rapid  streams,  over 
carrying  places  ;  and  to  march  through  morasses,  thick  woods 
and  over  mountains,  for  about  320  miles.     In  many  places  they 
had  to  pass  over  the  ground  and  the  mountains  several  times,  as 
without  it  they  must  have  left  much  of  their  baggage  behind,  and 
have  failed  in  the  enterprise.  They  lost  all  their  powder,  except 
what  was  in  cartridges  and  horns,  while  penetrating  through  the 
woods.  £ut  what  proved  the  greatest  trial  to  them,  v/ag  the  starv 
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ingcondiilon  to  which  they  were  reduced,  wlicn  approaching  the 
end  of  their  tedious  and  distressing  march.  The  pork  being  gone, 
they  had  for  four  days  only  lia]f  a  pound  of  flour  a  day  for  each 
nian.  Their  whole  store  was  tlicn  divided,  which  yielded  about 
tour  pints  of  flour  per  man — a  small  allowance  for  men  near  a 
hundred  miles  from  any  habitation  or  prospect  of  supply.  It  was 
used  sparingly  ;  but  several  when  they  had  baked  and  eaten  their 
last  morsel,  discovered,  to  their  great  confusion,  that  they  had 
thirty  miles  to  travel  before  they  could  expect  the  least  mouthtui 
more.  But  tlieir  dread  of  consequences  was  soon  removed,  by 
the  unexpected  return  of  colonel  Arnold  with  cattle.  The  soldi- 
ers exercised  the  greatest  fortitude  and  patience  under  the  diffi- 
culties and  sufferings  that  occurred  ;  and  when  again  in  the  midst 
of  plenty  and  an  easy  situation,  soon  lost  all  painful  remembrance 
ot  what  had  happened,  and  gloried  in  having  accomphshed,  by 
their  indefatigable  zeal  and  industiy,  an  undertaking  above  the 
common  race  of  men  in  this  debauched  age.  Let  us  attend  to 
colonel  Enos.  His  return  to  camp  excited  both  astonishment  and 
indignation.  [Dec.  l.]  A  court  maitial  was  ordered  to  sit  upon 
him;  when  it  appeared,  that  he  had  but  three  days  provisions,  and 
was  about  one  hundred  miles  from  the  English  settlements;  that 
a  council  of  war  was  called,  which  agreed  upon  the  return  of 
the  colonel's  whole  division,  and  that  he  was  for  going  on  with- 
out, but  that  it  was  opposed.  It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
court,  that  colonel  Enos  was  under  a  necessity  of  returning,  and 
he  has  been  acquitted  v/ith  honor.  A  number  of  officers  of  the 
best  character  are  fully  satisfied,  and  persuaded  that  his  conduct 
<ieserves  applause  rather  than  sensure.  Had  he  not  returned, 
his  whole  division  must  have  been  starved. 

We  must  now  resume  the  account  of  the  military  transactions 
in  the  Massachusetts,  Irom  the  period  of  colonel  Ai-nold's  leaving 
the  camp. 

The  Americans,  that  they  might  equal  in  some  measure  the 
British,  have  built  some  floating  batteries  with  a  deck,  to  secure 
the  people  on  board  from  suft'ering  by  musketry.  General 
Washington  perceiving  that  the  expence  of  supporting  the  ar- 
my will  by  far  exceed  any  idea  formed  of  it  in  congress,  is 
alarmed  at  the  apprehension  of  consequences,  and  mostearnestly 
wishes  for  such  a  termination  of  the  campaign,  as  may  make  the 
army  no  longer  necessary^  The  want  of  powder  has  subsided  iix 
part.  Salt-peter  is  made  in  every  colony.  Powder-mills  ha\^c 
been  erected  at  Philadelphia  and  New-York.  Non  only  so,  but 
upward  of  a  iiundred  barrels  of  powder  have  been  taken  out  of 
the  magazine  at  Bermuda,  as  supposed  by  a  sloop  from  Philadel- 
phia, and  a  schooner  from  Carolina.    It  was  easily  accomplished 
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from  the  magazine's  being  situated  far  distant  from  the  towri, 
without  any  dwelliag-house  in  the  vicinity.  Some  of  the  inha- 
bitants were  probably  concerned  in  the  transaction.  It  might 
be  connected  with  the  address  to  the  deputies  from  the  different 
parishes  of  Bermuda  presented  to  congress  in  July,  and  might 
influence  the  subsequent  resolve  of  congress  in  November, 
*'  1  hat  the  inhabitants  of  Bermuda  appear  friendly  to  the  cause 
of  America,  and  ought  to  be  supplied  with  such  a  quantity  of 
the  produce  of  these  colonies^  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  sub- 
sistence and  home  consumption,'* 

[Oct.]  I'he. perfidy  of  Dr.  Church  has  been  at  length  detect- 
ed, by  the  discovery  of  a  traiterous  correspondence  with  a  Bri- 
tish officer  in  Boston.  He  had  intrusted  a  letter  in  cypher  witli 
bis  kept  mistress  to  be  forwarded,  which  being  found  upon  her,, 
ihe  was  taking  and  carried  to  head  quarters.  The  Doctor  not  be- 
ing suspected,  had  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  her,  so  that  she 
■would  not  discover  the  writer,  till  terrified  into  it  by  the  sever- 
est threats.  The  general  was  shocked  at  the  discovery,  and 
talked  with  the  doctor  upon  the  baseness  of  his  conduct.  The 
marks  of  guilt  were  apparent.  The  doctor  was  confounded,  and 
never  attempted  to  vindicate  himself  He  was  immediately  se- 
cured. Since  the  letter  has  been  decyphered,  and  the  doctor 
has  had  opportunity  of  recollecting  himself,  he  has  pleaded  that 
his  intentions  were  not  criminal  ;  admitting  his  plea,  so  gross  a 
piece  of  stupidity  in  so  sensible  a  man  is  quite  a  prodigy.  But 
this  plea  was  invalidated,,  tliough  not  by  the  contents  of  the  let- 
ter, which  served  mainly  to  point  out  the  necessity  of  a  speedy 
accommodation  ;  yet  by  the  marks  ot"  guilt  he  discovered  in  the 
presence  of  the  general,  and  in  his  attempt  to  conceal  the  w^riter,, 
instead  of  declaring  at  once  who  he  was,  w^hat  was  his  design, 
and  what  he  had  written.  The  doctor  being  a  representative,, 
was,,  on  the  27th  of  October,  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  house. 
He  endeavored  to  evade  the  censure  of  the  house,  by  insisting, 
thatas  the  affair  w^ould  be  before  another  court  where  the  matter 
must  have  a  final  issue,  should  the  house  proceed  to  expel  him 
it  would  have  a  fatal  effect  whenever  a  final  judgment  was  to  be 
given  on  his  conduct.  He  made  the  most  solemn  appeal  to  hea- 
ven, that  the  letter  was  written  with  the  design  of  procuring, 
some  important  intelligence.  He  observed,  that  there  was  not  a 
single  paragraph  in  itwhichcontained  information  tliat  could  hurt 
the  Americans;  and  that  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  their  force,, 
strength  and  unanimity,  tended  to  dishearten  the  enemy,  and 
keep  them  quiet,  at  a  time  when  the  Americans  were  poorly  able 
ti)  have  withstood  a  vigorous  attack.  It  is  impossible  to  write  all 
lae.  said  j.but  if  the  force  of  rhetoric  and  the  powers  of  language. 
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if  tlic  most  pathetic  arts  of  persuasion,  enforced  by  all  tlie  inge- 
nuity,  sense,  and  spirit  of  the  doctor,  could  have  made  liini  in- 
nocent, he  would  have  appeared  spotless  as  an  angel  of  light. — 
1'he  house  however  expelled  him  as  guilty  ;  and  congress  after- 
ward resolved,  "That  he  be  close  coninied  in  some  secure  jail '' 
in  Connecticut,  without  the  use  of  pen,  ink  dud  paper,  and 
that  no  person  be  allowed  to  converse  with  him,  except  in  the 
presence  and  hearing  of  a  magistrate  or  the  sherilF  of  the 
county.'* 

The  time  for  which  the  continental  soldiers  were  engaged  to 
serve,  was  hastening  to  a  close  ;  the  evil  of  a  very  short  inlist- 
ment  was  felt ;  it  was  therefore  un-animously  agrtfcd  at  a  council 
of  war,  [Oct.  8.]  that  the  men  to  be  raised  for  the  future  aimy, 
should  be  engaged  to  the  first  of  December  1176,  but  be  dis- 
charged sooner  if  necessary.  Hopes  still  remain,  that  -an  accom-' 
modation  may  possibly  take  place. 

[October  10.]  (general  Gage  sailed  for  Great^Britain,  leav- 
ing several  thousand  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  in  want  of 
bread  and  every  necessary  of  life.  Before  his  departure,  he  wa:*' 
addressed  by  his  majesty's  mandamus  council ;  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen  and  principal  inhabitants  of  the  town  -,  and  by  such 
as  were  driven  from  their  habitations  in  thecountry  to  Boston^ 
amounting  to  no-  more  than  seventy-six,  a  small  number  consid- 
ering the  extent  and  populousness  of  the  colony,  and  that  many 
of  them  would  not  pass  for  gentlem.en-in  Great-Britain.  I'he 
command'of  the  army  devolved  of- course  upon  general.  Howe, 
who  issued  one  proclamation,  condemning  to  military  execution,- 
such  inhabitants  as  attempt  to  quit  the.  town  without  a  written 
licence^  if  detected  and  taken  ;  if  they  escape,  they  are  to  be 
proceeded  against  as  traitors,  and  their  effects  are  to  be  forfeit- 
ed :  and  another,  declaring  that  if  such  as  are  permitted-  to  de- 
part, attempt  carrying  away  more  than  five  pounds  in  specie^  to- 
which  sum  they  have  been  restrained  for  some  time  paSt,  they 
shall. forfeit  the  whole  sum  discovered,  beside  suffering  iine  arni  . 
imprisonmenc. 

Congress  having  intimated  to  general  Wasiiington,  that  an  at- 
tack upon  Boston  was  much  desired,  a  council  ot  war  was  calU 
ed,  [October  18.]  but  unanimously  agreed  that  it  was  not  expe- 
dient, at  least,  for  the  present.  Oil  tlic  same  day  captain^lmvaC 
destroyed  139  houses,  and  2^8  stores  and  other  buildings,  the 
far  greatest  and  best  part  of  the  town  of  Falmouth  in  the  nor- 
thern part  of  the  Massachusetts.  The  inhabitants,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolve  of  the  provincial  congress  to  prevent  torics 
carrying  out  their  effects,  gave  some  violent  obstruction  to  the 
leading  of  a  mast-sliip-,  which  drew  upon  them  the  indignatioiv. 
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of  the  admiral.  Captain  Mowat  was  dispatched  in  the  Can- 
ceaux,  of  sixteen  guns,  with  an  armed  large  ship,  schooner  and 
sloop.  After  anchoring  toward  the  evening  of  the  seventeenth, 
ivithin-gun-shot,  he  sent  a  letter  on  shore  giving  them  two  hour& 
for  the  removal  of  their  families,  as  he  had  orders  to  fire  the 
town,  they  having  been  guilty  of  the  most  unpardonable  rebelli- 
on. A  committee  of  three  gentlemen  went  on  board,  to  learn 
the  particular  reasons  for  such  orders.  He  answered,  that  his 
orders  were  to  set  on  fire  all  the  sea-ports  between  Boston  and 
Halifax ;.  but  agreed  to  spare  the  town  till  nine  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  v/ould  they  consent  to  send  him  off  eight  small  arms, 
which  was  immediately  done.  The  next  morning  the  coramit-^ 
tee  applied  afresh  ;  he  concluded  to  spare  the  town  till  he  could 
hear  from  the  admiral,  in  case  they  would  send  him  off  four  car- 
riage guns,  deliver  up  all  their  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  and  four 
gentlemen  of  the  town  as  hostages.  That  not  being  complied 
with,-  about  half  past  nine  he  began  to  fire  from  the  four  armed 
vessels,  and  continued  it  till  after  dark.  With  shells  and  car- 
cases, and  about  thirty  marines  whom  he  landed,  he  set  the 
town  on  fire  in  several  places.  About  a  hundred  of  the  worst 
houses  escaped  destruction,  but  suffered  damage.  The  inha- 
bitants got  out  a  very  considerable  part  of  their  furniture,  and 
had  not  a  person  killed  or  v/ounded,  though  the  vessels  fired 
into  the  town  about  three  thousand  shot,  beside  bombs^  and 
carcases.  General  Lee  reprobates  their  cowardice,  in  admitting 
such  a  paltry  party  to  land  with  impunity,  an  set  their  town  in- 
:flames,  when  they  had  at  least  two  hundred  fighting  men,  and 
powder  enough  for  a  battle.  In  the  private  letter  wherein  he  ex- 
pressed these  sentiments,  he  made"  no  mention  of  the  sailors- 
being  repulsed,  with  the  loss  of  a  few  men  ;  though  this  might 
happen  in  the  close  of  the  day,  and  give  occasion  for  its  being, 
related  by  others.  The  burning  of  Falmouth  spread  an  alarm 
upon  the  sea-coast,  but  produced  no  disposition  to  submit  to  the 
power  and  mercy  of  the  armed  British  agents.  The  people  in 
common,  chose  rather  to  abandon  the  sea-ports  that  could  not 
be  defended,  than  quit  their  country's  cause  ;  and  therefore  re- 
moved back  with  their  effects  to  a  safe  distance. 

The  congress,  the  latter  end  of  September,  concluded  upon 
sending  a  committee  of  three  members,  to  confer  with  general 
Washington  and  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  the  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Rhode-Isiand,  the  council  of  Massachusetts,  and 
the  president  of  the  convention  of  New-Hampshire,  and  others, 
touching  the  most  effectual  method  of  continuing,  supporting^ 
and  regulating  a  continental  army.  They  met  and  agreed  on  the 
measures  to  be  pursued.  Dr.  I  ranklin  being  one  of  the  com- 
mittee. 
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mittec,  the  Mass;ichuseUs  general  court  enibraccd  lliat  opportu- 
Jiity  [Oct.  23.]  of  ordering  the  treasurer  to  pay  him  ot.  i.S5  t 
sterhng,  in  tuU  for  his  late  services  as  agent,  from  October  31, 
mo,  to  March  i,  1775.  You  may  recollect  that  governor 
Hutchinson-  always  refused  signing  the  grants  made  him  by  the 
house  of  assembly.  'I'he  doctor  might  lave  liked  specie  at  the 
time  such  grants  were  made,  better  than  the  present  paper  mo- 
ney ;  but  his  foresight  will  undoub'xdly  transform  tlie  latter  in- 
to some  solid  substance,  lie  had  to  pay  ,X'.  100  of  it  baci<:  into 
the  hands  of  a  committee,  appointed  to  wait  upon  him  within  a 
day  or  two,  being  tlie  amount  of  a  sum  sent  hj  several  persons 
from  England,  for  the  relief  of  those  y\mericans  who  were 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Lexington,  and  of  tlie  widov/s  and 
children  of  those  who  were  then  slain. 

[October  27.]  The  old  south  meeting-house,  a  large,  hand- 
some brick  building,  well  fitted  up  without  and  within,  was  ta- 
ken possession  of,  and  destined  for  a  horse  riding-school  and  the 
service  of  the  hght  dragoons.  It  is  said  and  believed,  that  an 
offer  was  made  of  building  a  complete  riding-school  for  less  mo- 
ney than  it  would  cost  to  remove  the  pews  and  the  side  galleries 
(the  front  remains  for  the  accommodation  of  tea-company  and 
others)  and  to  make  a  proper  flooring  for  the  horse,  in  clear- 
ing every  thing  away,  a  beautiful  carved  pew,  with  srik  furni- 
ture, formerly  belonging  to  a  deceased  gentleman  in  high  esti- 
mation, was  taken  down  and  carried  to  Mr.  John  Amory's  house, 
by  the  order  of  an  officer,  who  applied  the  carved  work  to  the 
erecting  of  a  hogsty.  Had  the  mceting-housc  and  its  contents 
been  honored  with  episcopal  consecration,  tr.cse  proceedings 
would  be  deemed  by  multitudes,  profane  and  sacriligious.  But 
they,  who  in  the  present  day  hold  not  with  the  holiness  of  any 
buildings,  will  censure  the  insults  offered  professors  of  whatever 
denomination,  by  needlessly  demolishing  their  places  of  wor- 
ship, or  consigning  them  to  despicable  and  filthy  uses.  Wiicn 
Roman  virtue  and  patriotism  v/ere  at  their  height,  the  Roman 
officers  would  not  allow  the  religion  or  temples  of  the  persons 
with  whom  they  fought,  to  be  insulted  and  profaned.  'I'hey  were 
more  politic  than  to  exasperate  men  into  a  ferocious  courage  for 
the  defence  of  their  altars.  But  too  many  of  the  present  British 
officers  act  as  though  they  owed  a  spite  to  all  the  meeting-houses 
of  the  presbyterians,  by  which  common  name  they  stigmatize 
those  who  dissent  from  the  church  of  England,  without  reflect- 
ing that  it  is  no  stigma  in  Scotland,  but  the  reverse. 

The  southern  colonies,  in  consequence  of  accounts  transmitted 
to  them  from  the  camp,  begin  to  entertain  pvejuiliceswith  respect 
to  the  troops  raised  in  the  AlassacJiusctls.     'I  hey  ought  to  allow 
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for  the  precipitation  with  which  the  army  was  necessarily  coU 
iected.  General  Thomas  declared  [Oct.  24.]  that  the  regi- 
n^ents  at  Roxbury  were  equal,  as  to  the  privates,  to  any  with 
whom  he  served  the  last  war,  and  many  of  them  have  proved 
themselves  brave.  The  greatest  pait  of  the  officers  are  unex- 
perienced, and  in  general  unqualified^  being  strangers  to  subor- 
dination^ which  was  not  unexpected  to  the  general,  as  they  were 
chosen  by  their  privates.  He  complained  of  many  of  the  south- 
eiii  riflemen,  that  they  often  deserted  to  the  enemy,  w^re  mu- 
tinous, repugnant  to  all  kind  of  duty y.  and  so  exceedingly  vici- 
ous that  the  army  w^ould  be  as  weJl  without  them-;  but  spake  with- 
saiisfaction  of  their  officers..  It  is  a  mortifying  trutli,  that  some: 
f  >f  the  Massachusetts  officers  disgrace  the  colony,  by  practising^ 
the  meanest  arts  of  peculation.  Every  subtilty  that  avarice,  can: 
invent,  or  rascality  carry  on,,  are  used  to  cheat  the  public,  by. 
men  who  procured  commissions,  not.  to  fight  for  the  liberty  of* 
their  country,  but  to  prey  upon  its  distresses,.  The  ai'my  about, 
to  be  enlisted,  will  undoubtedly  be  better  officered.. 

Gentlemen,  ladies^  and  others,,  from  neighboring  and  distant 
colonies,  attracted  by  curiosity,  have  visited  the  American  troops^ . 
and  animated  them  by  their  presence.,    A  number  of  Indian^ 
chiefs  have  also  been  down,  that  they  might  see.  and  judge  forr 
themselves,  how  fu.r  the  reports  propagated  among  them,,  were 
true  or  false.     They  were  treated  at  head-quarters,,  and  by  dif- 
ferent officers,  witli  much  respect.     One  evening   they  enter- 
tained the  general  and  others  witli  a  war  dance,  if  that  may  be* 
called  an  entertainment,  wherein  the  motions  and  actions  of  the' 
dancers  were  calculated  to  alarm  and  terrify  those  who  were  not. 
acquainted  with  such  siglits..   They  were  pleasant  and  agreeable, 
company.     Two  of  them  had  their  squaws  or  wives  with  them  - 
wiio  were  well  looking  women,  allowing  for  their  dark  complex- 
ion ;  one  of  them  was  much  dejected,,  having  lately  lost  her  pa~ 
poos  or  child.     When  the  Indians  danced  in  company  with  the 
American  gentlemen   and  ladies,  both  men  and  women  kept 
time  w^ith  far  greater  exactness  than  the  others.     They  went  ofF 
upon  their  return,  fully  satisfied  with  the  treatment  they  had  re- 
ceived ;  and  it  is   hoped  will  carry  back  tliose   accounts  whiclij. 
will  keep  their  tribes  peaceable. 

Many  of  the  Americans  have  sickenedanddied  of  the  dysen» 
tery,  brought  upon  them,,  in  a  great  measure,  through  an  inat- 
tention to  cleanliness.  When  at  home,,  tlieir  female  relations 
put  them  upon  washing  their  hands  and  faces,,  and  keeping  them- 
selves neat  and  clean ;  but  being  absent  from  such  monitors^, 
through  an  indolent  heedless  turn  of  mind,  thev  have  neglected' 
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the  means  of  healtli,  have  grown  liltliy,  and  poisoned  their  con- 
stitutions by  nastincss. 

[Nov.  2. 1  The  weather  set  in  very  cold,  and  the  soldiers 
were  distressed  for  want  of  wood.  The  biiildinc;  of  barracks  had 
been  delayed  too  long:  and  they  were  not  in  sullicicnt  forward- 
ness to  admit  and  accommodate  ail  the  troops.  Several  regiments 
Were  obliged  to  keep  the  lield  ;  and  some  iji  a  bleak  position  (Jii 
the  brow  of  iiills,  where  it  was  difficult  to  drag  up  the  wood 
with  which  they  could  be  supplied.  It  is  mortifying  to  reflect 
how  these  supplies  have  been  reduced  by  short  measure.  But 
many  persons  think  it  no  harm  in  this  way  to  cheat  the  united 
colonies,  and  to  deliver  agless  quantity  than  they  are  paid  for. 

[Nov.  9.]  Several  companies  of  the  British  regulars  passed  o- 
ver  from  Charlestown  to  Phipp's  farm,  and  kept  possession  of 
the  ground  for  near  an  hour  before  they  could  be  obstructed^ 
owing  to  a  high  tide  that  prevented  the  Americans  crossing  the 
causeway,  which  was  overfiowed.  During  this  period  they  were 
.employed  in  shooting  cattle  with  a  design  of  carrying  them  offL 
At  length  a  battalion  of  riflemen,  under  colonel  I'homson,  took 
to  the  water,  when  up  to  their  middles,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
across  ;  at  their  approach  the  British  hastened  to  their  boats. — 
The  Charlestown  forts, one  in  Boston  and  a  frigate,  kept  upawann 
fire  upon  the  Americans  the  whole  time,  killed  them  one  man 
and  wounded  three.  The  British  have  provided  for  tlic  security 
of  Charlestown,  by  the  erection  of  a  sQ-ong  citadel  on  Bunker's 
Hill,  with  convenient  barracks  for  the  garrison.  [Nov.  if^.] 
Such  was  the  distress  of  tlie  inhabitants  in  Boston,  that  fences^ 
trees,  houses,  &:c.  were  taken  down  and  carried  ofl^  for  fuel  ; 
beef,  mutton  and  pork,  w^ere  Is.  1  id.  sterhng  per  lb.  geese,, 
half  a  guinea  a  piece^  and  fowls  five  shillings.  iVt  the  scarcest 
season  half  a  guinea  was  given  for  a  dozen  of  common  eggs. 

General  Washington,  desirous  of  improving  the  troops  to  the 
utmost  ere  "the  army  was  weakened  by  the  return  of  the  Con- 
necticut ones  to  then-  own  colony,,  resolved  upon  securing  Cob- 
ble, or  Miller's  Hill,  about  half  a  mile  in  a  direct  Line  from  t'le 
enemy's'works  on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  at  a  like  distance  from  the 
shipping  at  West  Boston.  About  1000  men  bioke  ground  on  the 
hill,  [Nov.  22.]  without  having  a  single  cannon  iired  at  them.  They 
went  on  intrenching  and  planting  several  9,  18,  and  2  i  pounds 
ers,  till  they  made  themselves  secure.  General  Howe  does  not 
seem  so  fond  of  cannonading  as  was  general  Gage.  [Oct.  24.} 
To  lessen  the  demand  for  provision,  he  ordered  a  transport  ship 
to  carry  about  400  of  the  inhabitants  out  of  the  town  to  Point 
Shirley,  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  country.  I'en  days  after  he  sent 
out  300  more.   The  persons  thus  sent  out  were  not  thought  t«j 
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be  wholly  free  from  the  small-pox  ;  and  it  was  suspected  that 
there  might  be  a  design  of  spreading  that  disorder  among  the  A- 
merican  troops,  which  induced  the  Massachusetts  assembly  to 
resolve  upon  measures  for  preventing  such  an  event. 

The  Massachusetts  assembly  resolved,  October  the  ninth,  to 
iit  out  armed  vessels  ;  which  proving  a  sufficient  encouragement 
for  individuals  to  apply  themselves  to  that  business,  and  some 
being  in  proper  forwardness,  an  act  was  passed  m  November  for 
granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  the  establishment  of 
courts  of  admiralty.  The  declared  intention  of  the  act  was  for 
the  defence  of  the  American  coast,  and  the  condemnation  of 
those  vessels  only  which  should  be  proved  to  be  the  property  of, 
or  in  any  wise  employed  by  the  enemies  of  the  united  colonics, 
or  for  supplying  said  enemies.  The  Lee  privateer,  captain  Man- 
ly, belonging  to  Marblehead,  was  soon  at  sea,  and  took  the  brig 
Nancy,  [Nov.  29.]  an  ordinance  ship  from  Woolwich,  contain- 
ing, beside  a  large  brass  morter  upon  a  new  construction,  several 
pieces  of  tine  brass  cannon,  a  large  quantity  of  small  arms  and 
ammunition,  with  all  manner  of  tools,  utensils  and  machines,  ne- 
cessary for  camps  and  artillery,  in  the  greatest  abundance.  Ge- 
neral Washington,  but  thirteen  days  before  wrote,  "  I  am  in 
very  great  want  of  powder,  lead,  morters,  indeed  of  most  sorts 
of  military  stores."  Had  congress  sent  an  order  for  articles 
most  wanted,  they  could  not  have  made  a  more  satisfactory  in- 
voice. The  morter  is  now  at  Cambridge,  in  the  park  of  artille- 
ry, is  named  the  Congress,  and  is  much  admired  for  its  size  by 
every  spectator,  whether  acquainted  or  nor  with  the  uses  for 
which  it  is  designed.  About  two  months  before  this  capture,  a 
ship  from.  Bristol  with  flour  for  Boston,  having  parted  with  her 
convoy,  was  decoyed  into  Portsm.outh  in  New-Hampshire,  and 
secured  for  the  benefit  of  the  Americans. 

[Dec.  8.]  Three  ships  from  London,  Glasgow,  and  Liver- 
pool, with  various  stores  for  the  army,  and  a  brig  from  Antigua 
with  rum,  were  taken  in  the  bay  by  captain  Manly,  by  whale- 
boats,  occ.  A  number  of  men  in  whale-boats  can  overpower 
unarmed  vessels,  and  carry  them  offinto  secure  harbours.  These 
and  the  privateers  captured  several  more  store-ships  before  five 
days  were  ended.  Among  the  privateers  were  some  continental 
ones,  for  general  Washington  fitted  our  a  few  armed  vessels, 
which  has  met  with  the  approbation  of  congress.  These  repeat- 
ed and  considerable  captures  have  increased  the  distress  of  the 
troops  and  people  in  Boston,  and  furnished  the  continental  army 
with  many  ,  iluable  articles.  But  though  the  success  of  the  A- 
mericans  upon  the  watery  element  has  been  matter  of  joy  and 
triumph,  their  affairs  upon  land  do  not  answer  the  wishes  of  the 
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genuine  patriots.  On  the  first  of  the  month  the  enlistment  of 
the  Connecticut  troops  expired.  Tliey  were  urged  to  tarry  long- 
er by  different  persons,  who  harrangued  them  upon  the  occasion. 
A  few  hundreds  were  prevailed  upon  to  continue  ;  but  the  main 
body  marched  oif,  leaving  the  army  in  too  week  a  condition. 
It  is  true  tliey  had  suffered  greatly  through  the  intenscness  of 
the  cold,  and  the  want  of  fuel,  with  wliich  they  ought  to  have 
been  more  faithfully  and  punctually  su})plied.The  Massachusetts 
and  New-llampshire  men  complete  their  term  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary ;  and  the  enlistment  of  the  new  army  goes  on  very  heavi- 
ly. There  is  a  general  rcluctuance  among  the  soldiers  toinlist- 
ing  afresh.  The  NIassaehusettspeople  show  as  much  backwardness 
as  the  others.  In  short,  they  expect  to  be  hired,  and  that  at  a 
very  high  price,  to  defend  their  own  liberties ;  and  choose  to  be 
slaves  unless  they  can  be  bribed  to  be  freemen.  '^uidfac'U  liber- 
tas,  cum  solapeciuiia  rcgnat  ?  How  must  i-  iiTiIct  general  Wash- 
ington to  observe  in  the  present  crisis,  so  Httle  of  that  patriotic 
spirit,  which  he  was  taught  to  believe  was  the  characteristic  of 
the  Massachusetts  people  ;  and  on  whicn  he  rejiej  greatly  for 
support.  While  burdened  with  an  apprehension  tnat  he  might 
possibly  be  deserted,  he  could  recollect  the  severity  of  the  season, 
and  the  distresses  of  his  fellow-creatures  at  a  distance,  and  wrote 
to  the  gentleman  witii  wiiom  he  had  intrusted  the  management 
of  his  concerns  at  Mount-Vernon,  *'  Let  the  hospitality  of  the 
house  be  kept  up  with  respect  to  the  poor.  Let  no  one  go  hun- 
gry away.  If  any  of  this  kind  of  people  should  be  in  want  of 
corn,  supply  their  necessities,  provided  it  does  not  encourage 
them  in  idleness.  I  have  no  objection  to  your  giving  my  money 
in  charity,  when  you  think  it  will  be  well  bestowed.  I  mean, 
it  is  my  desire  that  it  should  be  done.  You  are  to  consider,  that 
neither  myself  or  wife  are  now  in  the  way  to  do  these  good 
offices.'* 

[Dec.  n.]  About  2000  militia  arrived  in  camp,  and  3000 
more  v/ere  expected  every  hour,  making  in  the  whole  the  num- 
ber required  by  the  general  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  conti- 
nental regiments.  The  American  army  being  by  this  mean  suf- 
ficiently strengthened,  carried  their  approaches  to  within  half  a 
mile  of  Boston,  and  broke  ground  at  Lechmere's  Point  which 
brought  on  a  cannonade  from  the  batteries  of  Charlestovvn  and 
Barton's  Point,  that  continued  for  four  days,  without  obliging 
them  to  desist.  I'heir  labor  was  hard,  owing  to  the  ground's 
being  so  frozen  ;  but  they  persevered  till  they  had  perfectc^d 
their  design. 

[Dec.  25.]  Some  persons  have  been  so  curious  as  to  note 
the  number  of  men  killed  by  the  firing  of  the  enemy  on  Cam- 
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bridge  side  of  the  American  Hues,  and  on  the  Roxbury,  as  also, 
"the  number  and  nature  of  their  firings.  The  accounts  stands  thus^ 
*•*  From  the  burning  of  Chariestown  down  to  this  day,  the  enemy 
have  fired  upward  of  2000  shot  and  shells,  an  equal  number  of 
24  pomiders  with  any  other  sort  They  threw  more  than  30O 
bumbs  at  Plowed  Hill,  and  100  at  Lechmere's  Point.  By  the 
whole  firing  on  Cambridge  side,  they  killed  only  seven,  and  on 
Roxbury  side  five^Just  a  dozen." 

Let  me  now  give  you  the  following  anecdote.  Deacon-  Whit- 
■comb  of  Lancaster,  (who  was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
assembly  till  the  present  contest,  had  served  in  former  wai's,  and 
been  in  different  engagements)  has  served  as  a  colonel  in  the 
American  army  ;  but  on  account  of  his  age  was  left  out  upon  the. 
late  new  regulation.  His  men  highly  resented  it,  and  declared 
they  would  notinlist  again,,  after  their  time  was  out.  The  coio- 
net  told  them,  he  did  not  doubt  there  were  sufficient  reasons  for 
the  regulation,  and  he  was  satisfied  w^ith  it;  he  then  blamed  thera 
for  their  conduct,  and  said  he  would  inlist  as  a  private.  A  colo- 
nel Brewer  heaid  of  it,  and  offered  to  resign  in  favor  of  colonel 
Whitcomb.  The  whole  coming  to  general  Washington's  ears-, 
he  has  allowed  of  colonel  Brewer's  resignation  in  colonel  Whit- 
comh's  favor,  appointed  the  former  barrack-master,  till  he  can 
further  promote  him,  and  acquainted  the  army  with  the  whole 
affars  in  general  orders.  This  terminates  the  narrative  of  t;he 
military  and  naval  transactions  within  the  Massachusetts  ;  little 
remain  to  be  mentioned  of  the  civil.  The  great  call  there  was 
for  salt-petre,  put  the  house  of  assembly  upon  resolving  [Ocl.  30.] 
to  pay  a  bounty  of  three  shillings  sterling  in  paper  currency  per 
3b.  for  all  that  shall  be  manufactured  before  the  fii'st  of  next 
June?  beside  two  shillings  and  three-pence  per  lb.  purchase  mo- 
ney. The  assembly  was.  far  from  giving  satisfaction  to  general 
Lee,  who  about  the  middle  of  November,  pronounced  them  be- 
numbed in. a  fixed- state  of  torpitude,\vithout  the  symptoms  of 
animation,  unless  an  apprehension  of  rendering  themselves  un- 
popular among  their  particular  constituents,  by  any  act  of  vigor 
for  the  public  service,  deserved  the  name  of  animation^  He 
charged  them  with  inconsistent  and  timid  conduct ;  and  ascribed 
it  to  their  torpor,  narrow  politics,  or  call  it  what  you  will,  that 
the  army  had  been  reduced  to  v«ry  great  distress.  There  w^as 
however,  about  the  beginning  of  December,  an  act  passed  for 
emitting  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  more  than  c£.50,000  ster- 
ling, with  a  pretty  device  on  the  back,  viz.  an  American  with  a, 
sword  in  his  right  hand,  with  the  following  inscription  suspend- 
ed therefrom,  "  J^nse  petit  placidain  sub  libertate  quietem  y'^  and 
from  his  left  hand  "  Magna  Charta ,"  and  round  the  figure  these 
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words,  "  Issued  in  defence  of  A)nerican  Uberty.''  The  assembly 
also  gave  urdeis  relating  to  wood  [Dec.  2G.]  that  so  tUc  great 
distresses  of  the  army  on  th.at  head  might  be  removed. 

A^6^r£;-y/^?*/z/>6"/u";r  colony  has  presented  us  with  a  novelty,  wlucl^ 
the  polititians  will  apply  to  tlic  purpose  of  promoting  indepen- 
dency. By  some  dextrous,  or  rather  sinister  mauagcmenL,  in- 
structions were  delivered  to  the  New-Hampshire  delegates  at  the 
continental  congress  containing  these  expressions,  "  vvc  would 
liave  you  immediately  use  your  utmost  endeav(jurs  to  obtain  (lie 
advice  and  direction  of  the  congress,  with  respect  to  a  method 
for  our  administering  justice  and  regulating  our  civil  police.  \V'c 
press  you  not  to  delay  this  matter,  as  its  being  done  speedily  will 
probably  prevent  the  greatest  confusion  among  us."  'I'liey  wero 
laid  before  congress  Oct.  the  eighteenth,  and  proved  a  fine 
opening  for  those  individual  delegates,  who  were  looking  for- 
ward to  a  separation  from  Great-Britain,  to  introduce  an  en*- 
tering  wedge  wherewith  to  divide  the  empire.  Even  these  very 
instructions  might  be  designedly  obtained  by  confidential  letters 
written  to  trusty  de})Uties  in  the  New-Hampshire  convention,  by 
certain  delegates  in  the  general  congress,  ^J  he  first  step  to  be 
taken  by  such  was,  to  procure,  in  some  one  colony,  the  esta- 
blishment o(  a  new  form  of  government,  in  which  the  people  at 
large  should  have  a  leading  influence,  that  so  their  attachments 
and  efforts  might  be  secured  in  support  of  the  same.  'Ihe  in- 
habitants of  adjoining  colonies  would  soon  be  eager  to  enjoy 
the  like  power  and  importance,  which  would  pave  the  way  for 
their  insisting  also  upon  a  change.  These  changes  being  once 
effected,  the  parties  will  then  have  gone  too  far  to  retreat,  and 
must  seek  their  security  in  independence.  Ihe  scheme  met  with 
opposition,  and  the  New-Hampshire  delegates  used  unwearied 
importunity,  both  within  doors  and  without,  before  they  obtain- 
ed the  recommendation  they  wxrc  after.  At  length  the  report  of 
the  committee  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  it  was  resolved 
by  congress,  [Nov.  3.]  "  That  it  be  recommended  to  tlie  pro- 
vinciaJ  convention  ofNcw-Hampsliirc,  to  call  a  full  and  free  re- 
presentation of  the  people,  and  that  the  said  representatives,  if 
they  think  it  necessary,  establish  such  a  form  of  government,  as 
in  their  judgment  will  best  produce  the  h'appiness  of  the  people, 
and  most  effectually  secure  the  peace  and  good  order  in  the  pro- 
vince, during  the  continuance  of  the  present  dispute  between 
Great-Britain  and  the  colonies.  The  vote  was  far  from  being 
unanimous  ;  and,  in  order  to  make  it  pass,  was  qualified  with  a 
seeming  desire  of  an  accommodation  with  Britain,  and  of  resto- 
ration by  that  mean  to  the  old  form  of  government.  The  pr  o- 
viacitd  convenlio]),  without  waiting  for  tiic  arrival  of  the  recoin- 
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inendation,  appointed  a  committee  to  report  a  mode  of  represen- 
tation, which  being  laid  before  them,  [Nov.  14.]  they  agreed, 
that  precepts  be  sent  to  elect  persons  to  represent  the  towns,  &;c. 
in  congress,  to  meet  at  Exeter  on  the  twenty-hrst  of  December, 
and  to  be  empowered  to  prosecute  such  measures  as  they  may 
deem  necessary  for  the  public  good,  during  the  term  of  one  year, 
unless  they  see  fit  to  disolve  themselves  sooner.  And  in  ease  there 
should  be  a  recommendation  from  the  continental  congress  for 
this  colony  to  assume  a  government,  in  a  way  that  will  require 
a  house  of  representatives,  that  the  said  congress  of  this  colony 
be  empowered  to  resolve  themselves  into  such  a  house  as  may  be 
recommended,  and  remain  such  for  the  aforesaid  term  of  one 
year."  The  provincial  congress  met  agreeable  to  the  receipts, 
and  after  a  while  voted,  *'  That  congress  will  at  any  time  take 
up  civil  government,  to  continue  during  the  present  contest  with 
Great-Britain;  and  resolve  themselves  into  a  house  of  represen- 
tatives, and  then  choose  a  council  to  continue  one  year  from  the 
twenty-first  of  December," 

The  continental  congress  having  dispatched  the  New-Hamp- 
shire case,  immediately  took  into  consideration  the  state  ofSoutk-^ 
Carolina,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  a  number  of 
papers  relative  thereto,  and  to  report  what  in  their  opinion  was 
necessary  to  be  done.  What  this  opinion  would  be  was  easily 
foreseen,  from  Messrs.  Chase  and  S-imuel  Adams  being  of  the 
committee.  The  report  was  brought  in  the  next  day,  [Nov.  4.] 
and  it  was  resolved,  *^  That  for  the  defence  of  South-CaroUna, 
there  be  kept  up  in  that  colony,  at  the  continental  cxpences, 
three  battalions  of  foot:  That  if  the  convention,  or  council  of 
safety  shaU  think  it  expedient,  for  the  security  of  the  colony,  to 
seize  or  destroy  any  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  this  congress  will  ap- 
prove of  such  proceeding: — That  Charleston  ought  to  be  de- 
fended against  any  attempts  to  take  possession  thereof  by  the  ene- 
mies of  America ;  and  that  the  convention  or  council  of  safety 
ought  to  proceed  immediately  to  erect  such  fortifications  and  bat- 
teries as  will  best  conduce  to  its  security  ; — -That  if  the  conven- 
tion of  South-Carolina  shall  find  it  necessary  to  establish  a  form 
of  government  in  that  colony,  it  be  recommended  to  that  con- 
vention to  call  a  full  and  free  representation  of  the  people,  he, 
Sec."  as  to  the  convention  of  Nev/-Hampshire. 

The  measures  pursued  by  lord  Dunmore  naturally  led  congress 
to  resolve,  [Nov,  10.]  ''  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  to  consider  what 
provisions  may  be  necessary  for  its  defence,  and  to  report  the 
same.'*  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  was  of  the  number.  Nev/  informa- 
tion being  xsceived  before  they  reported,  when  they  did  it,  it 
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was  In  such  a  way  that  congress  resolved  i\')ci:.  4.]  That  three 
companies  of  the  Pennsylvania  batlahon  iinmediateiy  march  in- 
to Northampton  county,  in  Virginia,  for  the  protec.ion  of  tiie 
association — That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabif.uUs  to  resist 
to  the  utmost,  the  arbitrary  government  intended  to  be  esta- 
bhshed  therein."  I'hey  then  said,  "  Whereas  lord  Dunmore 
by  his  proclamation,  has  declared  his  intention  to  execute  mar- 
tial law,  thereby  tearing  up  the  foundations  of  civil  authoiity 
and  government  within  the  colony  ;  resolved,  therefore,  that  if 
the  convention  of  Virginia,  he.  &c.'*  as  to  the  conventions  of 
IN^ew-Hampshirc  and  South-Carolina. 

A  growing  change  in  the  sentiments  of  congress,  would  of 
course  follow  upon  the  dispatches  received  the  day  before  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  Virginia  was  appointed.  'I'heir  agents 
informed  them,  that  the  American  minister  told  them,  some 
days  after  the  delivery  of  the  petition  by  tlie  late  governor  Penn, 
No  answer  icill  be  given  to  it;  and  that  no  one  person  in  autho- 
rity had,  since  the  arrival  of  that  gentleman,  deigned  to  pro- 
pose a  single  question  to  him,  or  to  desire  the  smallest  informa- 
tion from  him.  'J'his  cavalier  treatment  of  a  petition  contain- 
ing professions  of  the  greatest  loyalty  to  the  king,  and  attach- 
ment to  the  mother  country,  and  couched  in  terms  the  most 
moderate  and  humble;  and  of  the  person  who  was  intrusted 
with  it ;  left  no  reasonable  ground  for  hoping  that  the  present 
dispute  could  be  amicably  adjusted. 

Having  been  led  by  the  New-Hampshire  instructions,  to  men- 
tion some  of  the  doings  of  congress,  let  me  proceed  to  relate 
some  others  which  have  been  unnoticed. 

Congress  resolved,  that  the  new  army  intended  to  lie  before 
Boston  [Nov.  4.]  consist  of  20,372  men,  officers  included.  Be- 
side, it  has  been  recomm.ended  to  particular  colonies  to  raise  bat- 
talions at  the  expence  of  the  continent.  Orders  have  also  been 
given  for  fitting  out  four  armed  vessels,  for  the  intercepting  of 
such  transports  as  may  be  laden  with  warlike  stores  and  other  sup- 
plies for  the  enemy  ;  and  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the 
united  colonies,  (Nov.  9.]  It  was  agreed,  *'  That  every  mem- 
ber consider  himself  under  the  ties  of  virtue,  honor,  and  love  of  his 
country,  not  to  divulge,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  matter  or  thing 
agitated  cr  debated  in  congress,  before  the  same  shall  have  been 
determined,  without  the  leave  of  congress;  or  any  other  matter 
or  thing  determined  in  congress,  v.hich  the  majority  of  congress 
shall  order  to  be  kept  secret;  and  that  if  any  member  shall  vio- 
late this  agreement,  he  shall  be  expelled  this  congress,  and  be 
deemed  an  enemv  to  tlie  liberties  of  America,  and  liable  to  be 
treated  as  sucli ,  and  lliat  everv  member  sii^nify  hisconsentto  this 
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agreement  by  signing  the  same."  [Nov,.  10.]  They  resolved 
upon  raising  "two  battalions  of  marines,  to  be  considered  as  part 
of  the  number  of  which  the  continental  army  before  Boston  is- 
to  consist, 

[Nov.  2S.]  A  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  state  of  North- Carol  in  a ,  made  their  report,  whereupon  it 
was  resolved,  among  other  matters,  that  two  ministers  of  the 
gospel  be  applied  to,  to  go  immediately  among  the  regulators 
and  hi^^hlanders  of  that  colony,  for  the  purpose  of  informing: 
them  of  the  nature  of  the  present  dispute  between  Great-Britain 
and  the  colonies.  Instead  of  a  similar  recommendation  to  what 
was  given  to  Sauth-Carolina  about  establishing  a  form  of  go- 
vernment, it  was  only  recommended  to  the  convention  or  com- 
mittee ef  safety,  hi  case  the  method  of  defending  the  colony 
by  miaute-meiiy  be  inadequate  to  the  purpose,  to  substitute: 
such  other  mode  as  to  them  should  appear  most  likely  to  effect 
the  security  of  the  colony. 

[Nov,  29.]  Congress  resolved,  that  a  committee  of  five  be: 
appointed  for  the  sole  pur]X)se  of  corresponding  with  their  friends 
in  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and  other  parts  of  the  world.  Inform- 
ation being  given,  that  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  powder  in  the 
island  of  Providence,  the  secret  committee  were  ordered  to  take 
measures  for  securing  and  bringing  away  the  said  powder.  To 
prevent  any  petition  to  the  king  from  a  particular  colony,  they 
declared  [Dec.  4.]  that  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  it  wouli 
be  very  dangerous  to  the  liberties  and  welfare  of  America,  if  any 
colony  should  separately  petition  the  king,  or  either  house  of  par»- 
iiament.  This  declaration  is  thought  to  be  owing  to  an  appre- 
hension that  the  New-Jersey  assembly  would  be  draw^n  in,  by  the 
art  and  persuasion  of  governor  Franklin  and  his  adherents,  to 
adopt  such  a  measure.  Congress  were  certainly  alarmed  at  some 
disagreeable  appearances,  for  they  appointed  a  committee  to  con- 
fer with  that  assembly  immediately  after  the  declaration.  [Dec  6.] 
They  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  proclamations, > 
It  contained  many  severe  remarks  upon  the  royal  proclamation 
of  August,  for  suppressing  rebellion  and  sedition  ;  together  with 
many  pointed  questions,  designed  to  sink  it  into  equal  contempt 
with  what  it  experienced  at  the  Royai  Exchange,  where  we  have, 
iieard  it  was  read  by  one  of  the  lord  mayor's  officers,  accompa- 
nied only  by  the  common  crier,  v/ithout  horse  or  mace  to  grace 
the  ceremony,  and  when  iinishcd,  saluted  Vv'ith  a  general  hiss.  To- 
ward the  close,  the  report  liolds  foith  the  following  threat ;  "  we^ 
in  the  name  of  the  people  of  these  united  coionieSy  and  by  au- 
thority, according  to  the  purest  maxims  of  representation,  de- 
lived  from  tliem,  declare,  that  whatever  punislmient  shall  be  in- 
flicted 
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flicted  upon  uny  persons  in  the  power  of  our  en<;mie:s,  for  iavi.r- 
ing,  -litling,  or  abetling  the  cause  oi  American  hberly,  shall  be 
retaUated  ni  the  same  kind  and  tiic  same  degree,  upon  those  ia 
our  power,  who  have  favored,  aided,  or  abetted,  or  siiall  lavor^ 
aid,  or  abet  the  system  of  ministerial  oppression." 

[Dec.  13.]  Congress  determined  u})on  building  five  ships  of 
32  guns,  live  of  28,  and  tlirce  of  21-,  in  all  13  \  on-j  in  New- 
Hampshire,  two  in  Massachusetts,  one  in  Connecticut,  two  ia 
Rhode-Island,  two  in  New-York,  four  in  Pennsylvania,  and  one 
in  Maryland.  [\^<:^\  '20.'\  Thev,  having  uken  into  consideration 
the  dispute  between  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  and  Conneclicut, 
on  the  lands  near  Wyoming,  on  the  Susciuclumnah  river,  recom- 
mended, that  ''  the  contending  parties  immediately  cease  all 
hostilities;  that  all  persons  seized  and  detained  on  account  of 
said  dispute,  on  either  side,  be  dismissed  and  permitted  to  go  to 
their  respective  homes  ;  and  that,  things  being  put  iirthe  same 
situation  they  were  before  the  late  unhappy  contest,  they  conti- 
nue to  behave  themselves  peaceably,  until  a  legal  decision  can  be 
had  on  said  dispute,  or  congress  shall  take  further  order  tlicreon." 
The  committee  appointed  to  lit  out  armed  vessels,  having  pro- 
cured a  few,  laid  before  congress  [Dec.  22.]  a  Ust  of  tlic  officers 
by  them  appointed  ,  and  were  directed  to  give  such  instructions 
to  the  commander  of  the  Heet,  Ezekiel  Hupkins,  esq.,  touching 
the  operations  ofthe  ships,  under  his  command,  as  should  appear 
to  them  most  conducive  to  the  defence  ofthe  united  Golcnie!^> 
and  to  the  distress  of  the  enemy's  naval  forces  and  vessels. 

In  Canada,  Sir  Guy  Carleton  was  uo  sooner  acquainted  witli 
the  Americans  having  surprised  Tyconderoga  and  Crown-Pointy 
and  obtained  the  command  of  Lake  Champiain,  than  he  planned 
a  scheme  for  their  recovery.  The  British  troops  he  had  with  him 
were  too  few  to  admit  of  their  being  drawn  out  of  garrison.  He 
expected  a  supply  of  Canadians  sufficient  for  his  purpose,  and  t'^ 
have  the  assistance  ofthe  Indians  in  his  intended  operations  ;.  but 
both  failed  him.  He  established  martial  law  in  the  province,  that 
he  might  be  able  in  that  way  authoritatively  to  force  the  people 
to  take  arms,  but  they  refused.  I'hey  had  tasted  the  sw^eets  of 
the  English  mode  of  government  since  the  conquest  ofthe  coun- 
try; and  were  disgusted  (the  noblesse  excepted)  attherc-establish- 
ment  of  the  French,  The  Quebec  act  was  of  no  use  in  exciting^ 
them  against  the  colonists  ;  on  the  contrary  they  talked  much  of 
liberty.;!;  They  declared  themselves  ready  to  defend  the  province, 
but  absolutely  refused  to  march  out  of  it,  and  commence  hostili- 
ties upon  their  neighbors.-    The  governor  applied  to  the  bishop- 
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of  Quebec  to  use  his  spiritual  infiuencCi  ^.n^  particularly  to  is- 
sue an  episcopal  mandate,  to  be  read  by  the  parish  priests  in 
the  time  of  divine  service,  but  the  bishop  excused  himself. 
The  ecclesiastics,  in  the  place  of  this,  issued  tlieir  letters,  which 
were  however  greatly  disregarded.  The  noblesse  alone,  who 
were  chietiy  considered  in  the  Quebec  act,  showed  a  zeal  against 
the  English  colonists. 

Colonel  Johnson,  a  son  of  the  late  Sir  William  Johnson,  had 
repeated  conferenc-es  with  the  Indians  ;  at  the  one  in  Montreal, 
he  delivered  to  each  of  the  Canadian  tribes  a  war-belt  and  the 
hatchet ;  after  which  he  invited  them  to  feast  on  a  Bostonian,  and 
to  drink  his  blood,  figuratively,  an  ox  being  roasted  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  a  pipe  of  wine  given  ;  but  the  entertainment  could  not 
prevail  with  them  to  take  up  the  hatchet.  The  congress,  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  disposition  of  the  Canadians,  and  the 
designs  of  governor  Carieton,  and  expecting  a  powerful  opposi- 
tion from  that  quarter  when  European  troops  were  arrived,  un- 
less they  could  prevent  it  by  securing  the  country,  determined 
upon  penetrating  into  Canada,  in  hope  of  gaining  the  speedy  pos- 
session of  it,  and  of  joining  it  to  the  union.  The  more  eitectually 
to  support  the  reasonableness  of  the  measure,  and  to  strengthen 
the  operation,  it  was  given  out,  that  the  powers  with  which  go- 
vernor Carieton  was  entrusted  by  his  commission,  were  special 
and  extraordinary,  purposelj/  designed  to  warrant  his  attempting 
by  force  to  suppress  the  opposition  making  in  the  colonies  to  the 
British  measures.  Several,  or  even  most  of  the  members  of  con- 
gress could  not  but  know,  that  the  words  of  the  commission  for 
governing  their  own  colonics,  name  and  place  excepted.  Sir 
Guy's  commission  was  in  the  usual  mode,  and  similar  to  what 
was  given  to  Danvers  Osborne,  esq.  governor  of  New-York,  f 

General  Montgomery  was  sent  forward  to  Tyconderoga  with 
a  body  of  troops,  New-Yorkers  and  New-Englanders.  When 
he  took  leave  of  his  lady,  his  parting  words  were,  "  You  shall 
never  blush  for  your  Montgomery."  [Aug.  21.]  He  ariived 
with  the  continental  army  (if  not  too  diminutive  to  be  so  called) 
at  the  place  of  destination.  General  Schuyler,  who  was  the  chief 
commander,  remained  at  Albany,  to  attend  the  Indian  treaty  car- 
rying on  in  that  city.  General  Montgomery  made  a  movement 
down  Lake  Champlain,  without  waiting  the  arrival  of  more 
troops,  that  so  he  might  hinder  the  enemy 's  armed  vessels  getting 
into  the  lake.  [Sept.  4.  5.]  Schuyler  having  pushed  forward, 
notwithstanding  great  indisposition,  and  joined  Montgomery  at 
Isle  la  Motte,  they  moved  on,  and  arrived  at  IsleauxNoix.  Here 

f  Sec  the  copy  in  Mr.  Smith's  Hiftory  of  New -York. 

he 
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lie  drew  up  a  declaration,  which  he  sent  among  the  Canadians 
by  colonel  Allen  and  major  Brown,  assuring  them,  that  the  army- 
was  designed  only  against  the  English  garrisons,  and  not  the 
•country,  their  liberties  or  religion.  [Sept.  (j.J  Ihe  army,  not  ex- 
ceeding a  thousand  men,  proceeded  without  any  obstruction  to- 
ward St.  John's.  When  in  sight  of  the  works,  and  about  two 
miles  distant,  the  enemy  began  to  fire,  without  doing  anv  damage. 
After  advancing  half  a  mile  nearer,  the  troops  landed  without 
opposition,  in  a  close  deep  swamp  ;  and  being  formed,  marched 
through  grounds  marshy  and  covered  with  woods,  in  order  to  re- 
connoitre the  fortresses.  The  leftwas  attacked  incrossinga  creek, 
by  a  party  of  Indians,  who  killed  a  sergeant,  corporal,  and  three 
privates,  beside  wounding  eight,  three  of  whom  died.  Three 
officers  also  were  wounded,  'llic  Indians  were  soon  compelled 
to  give  way,  and  had  live  killed  and  four  badly  wounded.  Q^n. 
Schuyler  receiving  certain  intelligence  in  the  evenings  that  tlie 
enemy's  fortifications  were  complete,  and  plentifully  furnished 
with  cannon,  it  was  thought  advisable  the  next  morning,  to  re- 
turn to  Isle  aux  Noix,  which  was  accordingly  done  ;  and  the 
troops  were  employed  in  erecting  proper  works  to  secure  the  en- 
trance into  the  lake  ;  and  in  getting  ready,  on  the  arrival  of  fur- 
ther reinforcements,  to  take  advantage  of  any  events  tliat  might 
happen  in  Canada,  Schuyler  returned,  leaving  the  command  to 
Montgomery  ;  who,  being  strengthened  by  an  addition  of  men 
iind  artillery,  and  receiving  orders  to  undertake  the  siege  of  St. 
John's,  [Sept.  17.]  proceeded  to  execute  the  same.  The  next 
day  the  enemy  threw  bombs,  but  did  no  damage.  The  Ameri- 
cans returned  the  salute.  [Sept.  21.]  The  lines  of  circumvalla- 
tion  were  finished  ;  but  between  20  and  30  waggons  with  provi« 
sions,  rum,  brandy,  &c.  for  the  garrison,  were  taken  prior  to  it. 
Afterwards  there  was  a  continual  firing  for  some  days  and  nights ; 
and  could  the  general  have  depended  upon  the  troops,  he  might 
have  ventured  to  promise  success,  but  he  could  say  nothing  plea- 
sing on  that  head.  The  men  took  good  care  of  themselves  ;  and 
one  night  captain  Mott,  of  the  1st  regim.ent  of  Yorkers,  basely 
deserted  the  mortar  battery  without  ever  being  attacked. 

Colonel  Allen  being  upon  his  return,  with  a  guard  of  about 
eighty  men,  from  a  tour  upon  which  he  had  been  sent  by  the 
general,  was  desired  to  halt  by  major  Brown,  who  proposed 
that  colonel  Allen  should  return  to  Longuil,  procure  canoes  and 
cross  the  river  St.  Lawrence  a  little  north  of  Montreal  ;  while 
he  crossed  a  little  to  the  south  of  the  town  with  near  200 
men,  as  he  had  boats  sufficient.  The  plan  was  approved  of^ 
and  colonel  Allen  crossed  in  the  night.  Major  Brown  by- 
some  means  failed  on  his  part ;   and  colonel  Allen  found  him- 

VoL,  I.  Ji  3  self. 
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self,  the  next  morning,  ina  cntical  sltuatron  ;  butconcliided  upon 
inaiutaining  his  grounds.   [Sept.  25.]  General  Carleton  learning 
how  weak  colonel  Allen  was,  marched  out  against  him  with  a-> 
bout  forty  regulars,  together  with  Canadians,  English  and  Indians,^ 
amounting  to   some  hundreds.     The  colonel  defended  himself 
with  much  bravery  ;    but  being  deserted  by  several,  chie%  Ca- 
nadians, and  having  had  fifteen  of  his  men  killed,  was  under  the 
necessity    of  surrendering  with  thirty-one  effectives  and  seven 
wounded.     He  was  directly  put  into  irons.     Had  the  plan  been 
executed  according  to  major  Brown's  proposal,  Montreal  would 
Drobably  have  been   surprised  and  taken.     Success  would  have 
prevented  the  censures,  which  are  now  passed  upon  the  one  for 
proposing,  and   the  other   for  adopting  a.  plan  of  operation  to 
which  the  general  was  an  entire   stranger.     [Oct.  4.]     A  party 
of  Canadians,  who  had  joined  and  greatly  assisted  the  besiegers, 
intrenched  themselves  on  the  east  side-of  the  lake,  on  which  the 
enemy  sent  an  armed  sloop  with  troops  to  drive  them  away  ;  bat 
the  Canadians  attacked  the  sloop  with  vigor,  killed  a  number  of 
the  men,  and  obliged  her  to  return  to  St.  Johns  in  a  shattered 
condition.     The  main  body  of  the  army  decamped   from  the 
south,  [Oct.  7.]  and  marched  to  the  north  side  of  the  fort :   and 
in  the  evening  began  to  throw  up  a  breast  work,  in  order  to  e- 
rect  a  battery'of  cannon  and  mortars.     The  continental  troops 
broueht  such  a  spirit  of  liberty  into  the  field,  and  thought  so  free- 
ly for  themselves,  that  they  would  not  bear  either  subordination 
or  discipline.     The  general  could  not  in  truth  direct  their  ope- 
rations, and  would  not  have  stayed  an  hour  at  their  head,  had 
he  not  feared  that  the  example  would  be  too  generally  followed 
and  so  the  public  service  suffer,  lliere  was  a  great  want  of  pow- 
der, which  with  the  disorderly  behavior   of  the  troops   was  a 
damp  to  the  hope  of  terminating  the  siege  successfully, 

[Oct.  18.]  The  prospect  was  much  brightened.  I'he  Cana- 
dians planned  an  attack  upon  Chamblee,  and  carried  down  in 
batteauxthe  artillery,  past'the  fort  of  St.  John's,  After  a  short 
demur  it  surrendered  to  major  Brown  and  major  Livingston.— 
llie  greatest  acquisition  was  about  six  tons  of  powder,  which. 
enabled  the  general  to  accomplish  his  wishes,  'i  he  other  parti- 
culars you  have  below,*  except  the  colours  of  the  7th  regiment, 
which  were  immediately  transmitted  to  congress— the  fnst  pre- 

*  Eighty  barrels  of  flour,  ri  ditto  rice,  7  ditto  peafe,  6  furkins  cf  butter, 
134  barrels  of  pork,  7  ditto  damaged,  124  barrels  of  gun-powder,  300  fwive! 
iliot,  I  box  of  mulkct  llioi,  6564  muflcet  cartridges,  150  fiand  of  French  arms, 
3  roy-cil  mortarp,  61  fhclls,  500  hand-granades,  Royal  fufileers  mufkets  83,  ac- 
coutrements 83,  rigging  for  three  veiTels  at  Icaft,  i  nisjur,  a  captains,  ;j  lieute-* 
nants,  the  captain  of  the  fchooner  which  is  funk,  a  commilTary  and  lurgeon^ 
ioldicrs  83, 
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sejit  of  the  kind  they  ever  received.     The  garrison  became  pri- 
soners of  war,  but  were  allowed  all  their  baggage,  the  quanliiv' 
of  which  was  astonishing.  Their  woni':a  and  children,    whose 
number  was  etjually  astonisliing,  were  permitted  to  go  with  thciii 
and  to  take  their  effects.  M'he  besiegers  having   obtained   a  full- 
supply  of  anK^Liimition,  went  to  work  in  earnest,  compleated  a  bat- 
tery within  250  yards  of  the  fort,  and  mounted  in  it  [(Jet.    3t).] 
four  guns  and  six  mortars,  in  defiance  of  the  continual  lire  of 
the  enemy.    \Vliile  the  army  was  busily  engaged  in  prei)aring' 
tor  a  cannonade,  and  an  .assauJt  if  necessary,  they  received  th'^ 
agreeable  news  of  governor  Carleton's  being  repulsed.     [(Jct^. 
31.]    The  governor. with  a  view  of  raising  the  siege,  collected  a 
body  of  about  800  forces,  consisting  of  the.  militia  of  Montreal, 
a  number  of  Canadians,  whom  he    had  maintained  for  some* 
time.,  a  few  troops,  not  a  hundred,  and  some  Indians,  .   I'hey 
left  Montreal  in   high  spirits,  and    attempted  to  cross  the   river 
St.  Lawrance  and  land  at  Longeuil  ;  but  colonel  Warner,  wiil> 
300  Green  Mountain  boys,   and   a  four  poimdcr   which   kept 
pouring  grape-shot  into  the.  boats,  prevented  their  making  good., 
a  landing.     They  were  suffered  to  come  very  near  the  shore^ 
and  then  the  fire  was  so  hot  and  distruetive^  .that  they  were- 
thrown  into  great  confusion,  and  retired  with  the.  utmost  preci- 
pitation.    [Nov. .  1.]  The  batteries  kept   an  .  incessant  fire    all. 
day  on  the  garrison  of  St.   John,  wdiich  returned  a  very  brisk- 
one. — In   the  evening  general  Montgomery   sent  a  tlag,  with- 
a  letter   to    major   Preston,   the   commander,   by   one  of  the 
prisoners   taken   by  colonel  Warner,  informing  him  of  gover- 
nor Carleton's  defeat,  and  recommending   to  him  the  surren- 
der of  the  fort,  as  he  could  now  have  no  longer  reason,  to  ex- 
pect relief  from  that  quarter. .    Major  Preston  in  return  sent  an 
oiticer  to  the  camp,   proposing  to  answ^er  the  letter  fully  in  the 
morning,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  hostilities  should  cease  on 
both  sides.  Two  officers  came  into  the  camp  [Nov.  2.]  with   an. 
answer  from  major  Preston,  wlio  requested  the  general  to  wait 
four  days,  to  see  whether  no  relief  would  come   in  that  time,, 
if  not,  they   would  make  proposals   for  a  surrender.  'I'he  ad^ 
vanccd  season  of  the  year  did  not  allow  of  the  general's  com- 
plying.    He  required  them  immediately  to  surrender  prisoners 
of  war  ;  but  referred  them  for  the  trutli  of  the  governor's  defeat 
to  another  prisoner.    It  was  at  length  agreed  ihat  tlie  garrison 
should  mr.rch  out  v/ith  the  honors  of  war,  as  what  was  due£o 
their  fortitude  and  perseverance.     The  non-commissioned  oin- 
cers  and  privates  were  to  ground  their  arms  on  the  plain  ;  the  ofli- 
cers  were  to  keep  their  side  arms,  and  their  lire  arms  were  to  be 
reserved  for  them.     The  effects  of  the  garrison  wcie  lU't  to  be 

wi'J^lieid 
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withhelcl  from  them.  The  Canadian  gentlemen  and  others,  zt 
St.  John's,  were  considered  as  part  of  the  garrison,  which  a- 
mounted  to  about  500  regulars,  and  better  than  100  Canadian 
volunteers.  The  next  morning  they  marched  out  [Nov.  31.]. 
and  the  continental  troops  took  possession  of  the  fort,  in  which 
were  17  brass  ordnance,  from  2  to  24  pounders,  2  eight  inch 
howitzers,  seven  mortars,  and  22  iron  ordnance,  from  3  to  9 
pounders,  a  considerable  quantity  of  shot  and  small  shells,  and 
about  800  stand  of  small  arms,  beside  a  small  quantity  of  naval 
stores.  The  ammunition  and  provision  was  trifling,  these  hav- 
ing been  nearly  expended. 

General  Montgomery  pressed  on  to  Monti'eal.  It  being  capa-- 
ble  of  making  no  defence,  governor  Carleton  quitted  it  in  one' 
day;  the  general  entered  it  the  next  [Nov.  12.]  He  treated 
the  inhabitants  with  becoming  liberality,  engaging  upon  his  ho- 
nor to  maintain  the  individuals  and  religious  communities  of  the- 
city  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  property  of  every  kind  ; 
and  the  inhabitants,  whether  English,  French,  or  others,  in  the 
free  exercise  of  their  religion.  The  general,  in  all  his  trans- 
actions, wrote,  spake,  and  behaved  with  that  attention,  regard,, 
and  politeness  to  both  privates  and  officers,  soldiers  and  citizens, 
which  might  be  expected  from  the  gentleman.  He  was  care- 
ful to  push  forward  in  time,  a  number  of  continental  troops  un- 
der colonel  Easton,  to  the  point  of  Sorel  River,  v/hich  they 
guarded  so  with  cannon,  an  armed  gondola,  and  their  lire  arms, 
that  the  fleet  which  had  fallen  dovri\  below  Montreal,  would  not 
venture  to  attempt  passing  it,-  General  Prescot,  v>?ho  was  on 
board,  with  about  1 20  privates  and  several  officers,  v^as  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  surrendering  by  capitulation.  [Nov.  17]  ll** 
sail  of  vessels,  with  ail  their  contents,  consisting  of,  beside  sail- 
ors and  soldiers,  760  barrels  of  flour,  675  ditto  of  beef,  376  fir-d 
kins  of  butter,  3  barrels  of  pov/der,  4  nine  and  six  pounGers,'5 
cannon  cartridges  and  ball,  2380  masket  cartridges,  8  chests  of' 
arms,  200  pair  of  shoes,  and  a  quantity  of  entrenching  tools  ;, 
all  of  which  proved  very  acceptable  to  the  continental  troops, 
who  had  no  redundency  of  any  articles  whatever.  In  the  pre-^ 
ceding  midnight,  governor  Carleton  was  conveyed,  in  a  boat, 
with  mufPicd-  paddles,  by  a  secret  way,  to  the  Three  Rivers, 
and  arrived  safe  at  Quebec  the  Sunday  folknving. 

Notwithstanding  the  advanced  and  severe  season,  general' 
Montgomery  marched  on  for  the  capital,  expecting  to  be  joined 
by  colonel  Arnold  and  his  detachment  in  its  neighbourhood,  and  . 
ucsigning  to  complete  the  reduction  of  Canada  before  the  arri-^ 
val  of  any  British  reinforcement.  But  while  lie  was  advancing,, 
liuiubcrs  wc;rc  returning.  An  unhappy  lignae  sickness  prevailed^.- 

and 
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and  no  specific  was  so  cfTicacIous  as  a  discharge.  No  sooner 
was  it  administered,  but  the  cure  of  nine  out  of  ten  was  per- 
fected ;  who,  refusing  to  wait  for  boats  to  go  by  the  way  of  l^urt 
George,  upon  their  ariival  at  Tycondcroga,  tiung  tiieir  heavy 
packs  over  their  shoulders,  crossed  the  lake  at  that  place,  and 
undertook  a  march  of  two  hundred  miles  with  the  greatest  good 
will  and  alacrity.  Three  hundred  of  the  continentals  passed  by 
Tycondcroga  on  their  way  home,  by  the  end  of  the  month. 
The  ruin  of  the  cause  was  further  hazarded  by  the  turbulent 
and  mutinous  spirit  of  several  officers. 

Colonel  Arnold's  arrival  with  his  detachment,  at  Point  Levi, 
was  not  known  at  Quebec   for  twenty-four  hours ;  and  was  at 
length  discovered  by  his  ordering  out  some  men  to  secure   the 
midshipman  of  the  Hunter  sloop  of  war,  who  was  just  landedpn 
that  side  the  river ;  the  boat  returned,  and  carried  the  intelligence 
to   Quebec  ;  on  which  two  ships  of  war  were  stationed,  one  a- 
bove  and  the  other  below  Wolfe's  Cove,  to  prevent  the  Ameri- 
cans crossing  over.-    A  council  was  called,  and  by  a  majority  of 
one  it  was  agreed  not  to  proceed  immediately  to  attack  the  town. 
The  contrary  resolution,  backed  by  vigorous  exertion,   would 
probably  have  put  him  into  the  possession  of  it.  On  the  fifth  of 
November  it  was  really  in  a  defenceless  state,  without  a  single 
soldier.     Had   the  detachment  crossed,  the  gates  would,  it  is 
thought,  have  been  opened  by  the  disaffected  and  faint-hearted. 
The  colonel  however  declared,  that  he  would  certainly  make  the 
attack  when  he  had  crossed,  incase  they  were  not  discovered  to 
be  over.     In  the  mean  time  the  troops  were  employed  in  pre- 
paring scaling  ladders.     Before  they  were  ready  with  these,  co- 
lonel Maclean,   the  deputy  governor,  arrived  at  Quebec  from 
Sorel  [Nov.  12.]  with  about  HO  men  of  his  new  raised  regi- 
ment of  emigrants  ;  of  tliis  colonel  Arnold  had  advice  the  next 
day,  when,  in  the  evening  at  nine  o'clock,  he  began  to  embark 
his  forces  on  board  tbirty-tive  canoes,  leaving  the  ladders   be- 
hind, and  by  four  the  next  morning,  got  over  and  landed  500 
men,  wholly  undiscovered.  They  landed  in  the  small  cove  where 
the   brave   and   enterprising   general  Wolfe    did,    now  called 
Wolfe's  Cove.  The  Lizard's  barge  rowing,  up  the  river,  the  colo- 
nel ordered  her  to  be  hailed,  and  lired  upon  for  refusing  to  come 
in  shore;  on  which  she  pushed  off,  and  carried  the  account  of  the 
detachment's  having  crossed   over.     But  before  this  discovery, 
the  men  paraded  on  the  Heights  of  Abraham.   From  thence  thev 
sent  out  a  rcconnoitering  party  toward  the  city,  marched  across 
the  plain,  and  took  possession  of  a  large  house,  formerly  bwned 
by  q:eneral  Murray,  and  other  adjaceiir  houses,  which  aff^jrdccJ 

fine 


430  The    HISTOR-Y    of    the  M:  i>.  1177^^ 

^iie  accommodations  for  the  troops.    Guar<js  were  placed  on  the^ 
difFerent  roads,  to  cut  off  the  communication  between  the  cit/ 
and  country.     The  main  body,  about  noon,  marched  fairly  in^ 
view  of  the  cncmvr  and  gave  them  three  huzzas,.  v;hich  were  re- 
turned by  a  few  shot  from  the  ramparts.     In  the  evening  the  co- 
lonel sent  a  flag  of  truce  with  a  demand  of  the  garrison,  in  the 
name  and  on  hehalf  of  the  united  colonies,  which  was  fired  up- 
on as  it  approached  the  walls,     l^he  colonel  was  certainly  over- 
seen ;  he  should,  have  taken  the  scaling  ladders  along  v/ithhim^ 
have  concealed  his  being  over,  and  attempted  a  coup-de-maii■^ 
the  next  night,  which  might  have  been  done  with  a  prospect  of 
success,  as  his  Canadian   friends,  English  and  French,  were  r^ 
the  city  to  second   his  operations,  and  as  the  sailors  were  then 
scattered  on  board  the  ships,  some  about  Quebec^  and  others  up^^ 
the  river,  [Nov  16.]  A  company  of  men. were  sent  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  general  hospital'  llie  Canadians  were,  continually, 
coming  in  to  express  their  satisfaction  at  the  continental  fyrces 
having  entered  the   country.     The  next  day  a  certain  account 
was  received  of  the  capture  of  Montreal.     Early  in  the  morning 
[Nov.  19. J  the  troops  decamped,  and  m.ai'ched  up  to  Point-au- 
Trembles,  about  seven  leagues  from  Quebec,  through  a  thick . 
settled  country,  where  you  meet  every  few  miles  with  a  hand- 
some little  chapeL.    This  was  the  day  on  which  governor  Carle- 
ton  arrived  at  Quebec  ;  and  the  hrs-t  thing  he  did  was  to  turn  out 
the  suspected,,  and  all  who  would  not  assist  in  the  defence  of 
the  city.  [Nov.  23,]  By  express  from  Montreal,  the  forces  were; 
Jntormed  that  Montgomery  was  upon  his  march,  and  had  sent- 
down  clothing  for  them,.    The  general  finding  plenty  of  wool- 
lens at  Montreal,  at  a  reasonable  price,  gave  his  soldiers  new. 
^^lothes,  after  their  having  suffered  much  by.  the  severity  of  the 
climate,  to  which  they  submitted  w^ith  patience  and  resolution, . 
particularly  in  marching  from  St.  John's  to  Montreal,,  the  road 
being  half  leg  deep  in  mire.     He  was  also  mindful  of  colonel. 
Arnold's  detachment^  which  had  suffered  still  greater  hardships.. 
General  Montgomery   arrived   at  one    o'clock  [Dec.  1.]  with, 
three  armed   schooners,  men,  ammunition,,  and  piovision,  to 
the  great  joy  of  the  colonel's  forces,  who  toward  evening  turn- 
ed out  and  marched  to  the  general's  quarters,  and  were  there 
received   and  complimented    by  him    upon  their  appearance.. 
"i  he  next  day  the  batteaux  were  sent  to  Point  Levi  for  the  scal- 
ing ladders.     The  general  appeared  before  Quebec  [Dec.  5.] 
which  is  the  last  we  have  heard  of  his  m.ovements.. 

[Dec.  14.]  General  Howe  issued  orders  for  taking  down  the 
old  north  meeting-house^  a  large  wooden  building,  containing 

a  great 
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-a  great  deal  of  timber  ;  and  a  hundred  old  wooden  dwelling- 
iiouses  and  other  buildings,  to  be  used  for  furl.  'J  he  seareiLy 
of  this  artiele,  now  that  the  usual  supplies  fi-(,ni  the  eountry  arc 
cutoff,  will  reduee  the  inhabitants  to  an  entremc  djfiieutly. 

[Dec.   30.].  P.    S.  Admiral    Shuldliam  is  just  arrived  froin 
'Oreat-britam  in  the  Chatham  man  of  war  of  50  runs,  to  sun^'r 
sede  admiral  Grca o       '  1  - 


aves. 
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